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Meanwhile, Congress is awaiting more
detailed information on which sites were
hit and how badly they were damaged.
“Did we really hit high-value targets?”
Sen. Nunn asks. ““Most of the damage I've
seen seemed to be to buildings. 1 would
have tried to cut off their money—that
means oifl.”

The Pentagon could also find itself in
the middle of a nasty fracas if it is re-
vealed that the strike was intended to kil
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, as well
as destroy terrorist and military bases.
U.S. policy forbids assassinations of na-
tional leaders but administration officials
said they attacked the area around Col.
Qadhafi's family residence because it was
a command center for the terrorists. Sen.
Nunn, who was briefed the day of the
strike, says that if Col. Qadhafi himself
was the target, “then we were misin-
formed.”















Implementation has begun of a number of important
anti-terrorism provisions in the Foreign Aid Authorization
bill for 1986 and 1987, which Congress passed and the
President signed into law in August of 1984. These provide
for additional sanctions against countries supporting
terrorism or maintaining unsafe airports and authorize
additional funds for the ATA program and research and
development on equipment to detect explosives.

Talking Points:

(o]

Terrorism is a worldwide phenomenon which is becoming
increasingly frequent, indiscriminate, and state-supported.
Terrorism is likely to be a prominent factor on the
international political landscape for the rest of the century.
It directly attacks our democratic values and interests and
our diplomatic efforts for peaceful solutions to conflict.

The nature of the international terrorist threat is evolving.
Recent developments include the rise of state-supported
terrorism through the use of surrogates.

The number of terrorist attacks has been increasing. There
were more than 800 terrorist incidents last year, compared
with an annual average of about 500 in previous years. During
recent months, we have seen the bombing of TWA 840, and a
discotheque in West Berlin. However, the raid on Libya has
sent an unmistakable signal to terrorists and sponsors of
terrorism that the U.S. will not stand idly by in the face of
attacks or threats against Americans.

Terrorist attacks are likely to become increasingly violent --
the number of casualties and fatalities generally has grown
with the number of incidents.

A broader spectrum of citizens is likely to fall victim to
terrorism, as exemplified in the Rome and Vienna airport
attacks in December 1985.

This is not solely an American problem; terrorism has been
directed against a broad range of countries. Nonetheless, the
U.S. is a prime target of terrorist acts overseas due to our
extensive official and commercial global presence. Our
citizens and facilities are readily accessible, our democracy
and freedoms are directly opposed to the interests of many
terrorist groups.

U.S. policy on terrorism is unequivocable: we will make no
concessions to terrorists. We will pay no ransoms, nor will
we permit releases of prisoners or agree to other acts which
might encourage additional terrorism. We will make no changes
in U.S. policy because of terrorists' threats or acts. 1In
countering terrorism, we are prepared to act unilaterally or
in conjunction with other nations in a wide range of options
appropriate to the situation at hand.
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We continue to encourage other countries to take an active
stand -- through diplomatic, legal, and economic means --
against terrorism. They are, after all, frequently as much
the victims of such attacks as we: citizens or installations
of 90 countries were hit by terrorist attacks in 1985.
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Coordination, Surprise
Cited in Raid’s Success

Pentagon Says Libyans Were Caught Off Guard;
U.S. Planes Press Search for 2 Missing Airmen

2
By JAMES GEgT ZANG, Times Stajf Writer

WASHINGTON —Less than a
day after the raid on targets linked
to terrorist activities in Libya, U.S.
officials Tuesday portrayed “Oper-
ation El Dorado Canyon” as a
successful mission in which
long-range bombers and
short-range, carrier-based aircraft
performed a closely coordinated,
nighttime bombing raid that ap-
parently achieved total surprise.

As US. military forces searched
hostile waters off Tripoli for two
airmen lost when their F-111 went
down, Reagan Administration offi-
cials began reviewing the results'af
the lightning-fast mission that in-
volved more than 130 airplanes and
hit five targets in Tripoli and
Benghazi in the space of just 12
minutes.

Despite what he described as
heavy Libyan missile fire, Pen-
tagon spokesman Robert B. Sims
said—without disclosing his
source—that three to five Soviet-
built Hyushin 76, four-engine jet
transports were damaged on the
military side of the Tripoli airfield,
and that five to 12 Soviet-built
MIG-23 fighters, the most sophisti-
cated in the Libyan arsenal, were
damaged at the Benina air base,
where a spare parts hanger was
destroyed.

Suns said that another target, the
Aziziya Barracks, which Defense
Secretfary Caspar W. Weinberger
has said was a terrorism command
and control headquarters, suffered
structural damage in the raid.

Meanwhile, Navy pilots who
took part in the operation speculat-
egi that Libyan surface-to-air mis-
siles that soared straight up and fell
back to the ground without striking .
aerial targets may have been re-
sponsible for some of the damage in
Tripoli. i

Sims said that partly cloudy skies
over Libya prevented a thorough
assessment of the damage to tar- |
gets and surrounding areas. Such

reports are generally assembled™
from photographs made by high- %
altitude aircraft and satellites.*
What was described as intelligence
from “friendly” agents on the.s
ground can also contribute to the"
assessment. .
He said that the French Embas-
8y, apparently damaged during the
operation—aithough U.S. officials
refused to acknowledge that the
damage was caused by U.S. weap-
ons—was situated between two -
targets. :
When asked about damage to the .-
embassy, one of the pilots inter- "
viewed aboard the aircraft carrier ~.
America said: “It appeared to me, |,
that if there was collateral damage -
in Tripoli, it was done by Libyans
themselves firing missiles straight
up into the air which came down to -
the city.” :

‘
c e

Attack Described

Another pilot described a missile »;
attack he encountered: “It kind of '3
looks surreal because how could it -
be a star going that fast, and then
you realize that it might be going' "'
for you, and that snaps you right’
back to reality.” e

While the U.S. 6th Fleet operats™=’
ed in the central Mediterranean "+©

P
W)

throughout the day after the raid, & -

American airplanes and ships con-~/ 2
ducted searches for the missingas
F-111 crew in the sea north of s,
Tripoli, encountering no opposition;sn{.
from Libyan forces. O
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Officials said they bad no indica~wis™ !

tions that the two fliers ejected .,
from the F-111—the only one of- .
the 18 fighter -bombers that did not,,,
land safely. One aircraft landed in ..,
Spain, after an engine overheated, .. |
and the other 16 returned to their
bases in Britain. e
The two crew members of the.
missing fighter-bomber were iden-,
tified by the Pentagon as Capt.
Fernando Ribas Dominicci, 33, of °
Puerto Rico, the pilot, and Capt.’ f;
Paul F. Lorence, 31, of San Fran- -
cisco, the weapons officer. 23

Missed Rendezvous

Sims said that they did not report _
at a rendezvous point after the raid: ™
A Pentagon official, speaking on

the condition that he not be identi«
fied by name, said a U.S. pilot,
reported seeing a “fireball” before,
the airplanes reached their targets
in Tripoli, although other sources..
said the apparent explosion was
seen after the raid. These sources’’
also cautioned that what the pilot:
claimed to have seen may have™
been unrelated to the missing air-%"
plane. :
However, said another source, “¥%"
don’t think anybody has much
hope” of finding the fliers. N
Ejection capsules on F-111s car-.,
ry strobe lights and beeping devic- ;
es set to generate signals as soon as |
they separate from the airplane .
fuselage. Officials said there were
noindications of such signals. . ’

According to Pentagon officials, -
the raid involved 18 U.S. Air Force .
F-111s based at two British air. ,
bases—Upper Heyford and Laken-,
heath—and 15 A-6 Corsairs, which
are light bombers that were
launched by the America and an-",
other carrier, the Coral Sea. The .
carriers were operating just north -
of the Libyan “Flight Information,
Region,” a strip of the Mediterra-
nean Sea that extends north of
Libyan leader Moammar Kadafi's -
“line of death” delineating the
mouth of the Gulf of Sidra. -

Sims said that the carriers were -
operating in the same region later
Tuesday, and “they’ll stay there as -
long as necessary.”

The F-111s struck in three
waves, with two approaching tar-

2
o i
.

gets in Tripoli from the north, over -,
the Mediterranean and a third,
crossing Libyan territory east of
the capital city, flying south over -+
the desert, making a U-turn to thé
west, and striking the city from t.hl‘i
south, one Administration source
said. -
At the same moments, the A-6s"
struck targets in Benghazi, severajs
hundred miles to the east on the-s
coast of the Gulf of Sidra, according.- -~
to Sims. . “
12 Minutes of Fighting S
The Pentagon spokesman -said -.:
that the entire raid, which began at .x:
2 a.m. Tuesday Libyan time (4 p.m.>
PST Monday), lasted 11 or 12 .
minutes. T
The F-111s dropped 750-and.-
2,000-pound bombs—so-called -.:
“smart” munitions that use lasers < -
and other sophisticated systems for ;-
guidance. One source said the .
bombs carried “drag chutes” to.:-
slow their descent while the-
low-level bomber hurries out of -
their explosive range. The A-6s,. :-
the source said, carried gravity .-«
bombs. c ool
Joining the aerial armada were.-, .
about 100 other airplanes, including .,
tankers dispatched from Mildenhall .-
air base in England to refuel the .
F-111s, A-7 attack aircraft and .-
F/A-18 fighters launched by the. .
carriers, and a variety of other ,
carrier-based airplanes, including
E-2C battle command ships, EA-
6B Prowlers, which were said to.
have effectively sent out electronic
signals to interfere with Libyan
surface-to-air missile guidance and
other electronic systems, and F- -
14s, given an interceptor role. N
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“Fortier provided a2 buoyancy factor, and without him, they are sinking," said F
a senior official. "Poindexter has to do a lot of things he has no experience
doing."

In recent weeks, Poindexter has attempted ta improve his relations with
Capitol Hill by increasing frequency of his meetings with members of Congress,
including one last Friday to fashion a new administration approach to aiding the
Nicaraguan rebels. He also began weekly breakfasts with White House chief of

staff Donald T. Regan about five weeks ago aimed at bettering their working
relationship, officials said.

One of the first signs of strain to become public was over the space program.

A special interagency group had been established after the space shuttle
Challenger tragedy to study both the civilian and national security aspects of
the space program.

The expectation was that this group would give the president options on such
issues as building a replacement shuttle orbiter, coping with the backlog of
commercial and government satellites, dealing with the need for additional
unmanned rockets and financing the space program in the future, officials said.

But the result was “gridlock," as one official put it, because of conflict
between the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the Defense
Department, a conflict Poindexter did not resolve. “"The group was supposed to
report in 30 days," said one White House official familiar with the issue. "The
presidential Rogers Commission was supposed to report in 120 days. But the
Rogers Commission came in first.”

Only when, in mid-May, Regan questioned the need for a fourth orbiter did the
process move forward, officials said.

The episode that has generated the most criticism of Poindexter in the White
House was Reagan's annouticement that the United States would no longer be bound
by the limits in the SALT Il treaty because of alleged Soviet viplations. Reagan
said he would take into account Soviet arms-control policies over the next
several months before deciding whether to exceed the SALT II restrictions when
the 131st B52 bomber is armed with air-launched cruise missiles later this year.

The officials said they devoted extra attention to the issue in preparing

Reagan for his June 11 news conference, realizing that his comments would be
read closely by the Soviets, U.S. allies and critics in Congress.

Accarding to a participant, Poindexter -~ who has peen described by some
afficials as relatively disinterested and uninformed about arms contrpl -- gave
Reagan a "confused" explanation of what could happen when the United States
exceeded the limits on missile launchers in the unratified SALT II treaty.

The president emerged from this bBriefing apparently under the impression that

the decision to abandon the limits had yet to be made. When Reagan was asked at
the news conference why he had made the SALT Il decision at this time, he

responded, “didn't make it now," leaving what aides said was an unintended
impression he might return to the S5ALT Il limits.

The next day Speakes attempted to clear up the confusion by announcing that
the SALT II limits "no longer exist." Two days later Reagan gave a clear

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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gxplanation to journalists of what he had done on SALT Il -- after a briefing by
Regan that Poindexter did not attend.

White House officials also expressed concern that Poindexter has nhot paid
sufficient attention to likely political consequences of the SALT II decisian.
Although Shultz and some other officials anticipated a strong negative reaction
from Congress and the allies, Poindexter seemed surprised by the extent of the
criticism, officials said. One key official said Poindexter erred by not
preparing follow-up action that would have deflected some of that criticism,

Poindexter was not alone in the White House in failing to anticipate the
political outcry against the president's SALT I1 statement. But as pressure
grows on Capitol Hill and in Europe for a new U.S. accord on arms control with
the Saviets, officials say that Poindexter appears to be fulfilling his
reputation as a manager of military crises rather than an architect of political
sglutions.

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter . . . contrasts with

predecessors; Picture 2, Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter . . . has full plate
of problems

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS




PAGE 7
32ZND STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.

Capyright (c) 1986 The New York Times Company;
The New York Times

November 14, 1986, Sunday, Late City Final Edition
SECTION: Section 1; Part 1, Page 1, Column 3; Foreign Desk
LENGTH: 1216 wards

HEADLINE: CRITICISM ON IRAN AND OTHER ISSUES PUT REAGAN'S AIDES ON DEFENSIVE
BYLINE: By BERNARD WEINRAUB, Special to the New York Times
DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Nav. 15

BODY:
With the White House facing criticism of its Iran policy and its handling of

foreign affairs, two aof President Reagan's advisers have mounted a strong
defense of their competence and the role they have been playing.

One adviser, Donald T. Regan, who is the White House chief of staff and a

principal subject of the growing criticism from some both inside and outside the
White House, said: ''I don't take kindly to this criticism by people who have
not examined my record. How much more experience do you have to have in foreign
policy than I do to believe you are qualified?''

His comments in his White House office on Friday came at the conclusion of a

day in which he and Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter, the national security

adviser, began a series of interviews and television appearances to last through
the weekend.

They acknowledge that this unusual defense was in response to the criticism
about the secret arms deliveries to Iran and their passible linkage to the
release of hostages held in Lebanon, but also about the effectiveness of Mr.

Reagan and his inner circle in handling the major foreign policy issues of his
second term.

There is no evidence that the President himself is dissatisfied, but recent
events have Bbrought his advisers under close scrutiny and some criticism from
members of Congress, the State Department, politicians and diplomats.

The criticism comes after reports of official misinformation about Libyan

intentions and after a dispute over what the President told Mikhail S. Gorbachev

in Iceland. Mr. Regan and aides to Admiral Poindexter contend that all these
issues were beyond their control.

'‘Some of us are like a shaovel brigade that follow a parade down Maln Street

cleaning up,'' Mr. Regan said with a laugh. ''We took Reykjavik and turned what
was really a sour situation into something that turned out pretty well.

''Who was it that took this disinformation thing and managed to turn 1t? Who

was it took on this loss in the Senate and pointed out a few facts and managed
to pull that? I don't say we'll be able to dao it four times in a row. But here
we go again, and we're trying.'’

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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The remarks point up one aspect of the Reagan team that has been compared
unfavorably by some current and former afficials to the group led by James A.
Baker 3d, the chief of staff in the first term. In this view, the present teanm
is seen as having spent a lot of time on '‘damage control,'’ while Mr. Eaker and
his staff seemed better able to avold damaging situations.

In the first term, the White House maintained generally successful relations

with Congress and managed to avoid lasting criticism over its most acute foreign
policy problem, Lebanon. The White House was then relatively unadventurous in
foreign policy, focusing on domestic issues.

Some current and former officials say Mr. Regan, a blunt-spoken former Wall
Street executive, and Admiral Poindexter, because of inexperience in foreign
affairs and in dealings with Congress, have caused problems in foreign policy.
These officials say Mr. Regan and Admiral Poindexter have been more inclined to
adventurisnm.

On specific points, some officials say Mr. Regan, on lIranian policy, did not

reach out to Congress or seek unanimity within the Administration so that
Secretary of State George P. Shultz and Defense Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger

would not oppose the policy. There has also been criticism of the White House
delay in annoguncing its nhew palicy on Iran.

The Need for Allies in Capital

A member of the White House team during the first term said:

''There seems to be little understanding now of the fact that in Washingtan

it is important to have allies, and your most critical allies need to be brought
into the process as early as possible.''

A White House official who has long worked for Mr. Reagan said:

''One of the advantages they saw in Don Regan's style at the beginning was a

kind of strong, fighting confrontational approach that everyone expected to be
healthy in terms of promoting the second-term agenda and preventing lame-duck
status.

‘'In the first term, the agenda was domestic-oriented - tax cuts and economic

change and recovery from the recessian. But in this term, with the President
turning more to arms control, to summits, to terrorism, this may not be the best
style in terms of delicate foreign policy issues. When you couple that with a
kind of penchant for secrecy, you have got problems.''

Relations With Congress

Admiral Poindexter, who as national security adviser heads the National
Security Council staff, has also faced criticism within the White House for not

cementing relationships with Congress, especially when compared to his
predecessaor, Raobert C. McFarlane.

Admiral Poindexter argued against disclosure of the Iran policy on the ground
that it would damage prospects of obtaining the release of more hostages.

LEXIS NEXIS LEXIS NEXIS
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A State Department official, discussing Admiral Poindexter, said:

"'"You have a leader, at the N.S5.C., who is a highly competent military
officer, but has two unusual things about him. One, he is still on active duty,
which is odd and, I think, makes you less vigorous in pursuing your vieuws.

Secondly, he does not have a8 great deal of background in foreign affairs nar is
he a confidant of the President.’’

‘'The best policy in the world can fail if your Secretary of State and

Secretary of Defense oppose it - as happened with Iran. If you decide to do it,
it was Regan's and Poindexter's job to have brought these people in.'!'

On a personal level, officials say, the tensions over the Iran policy have

spilled gver into White House criticism of Secretary of State Shultz, who
opposed the policy from the outset.

But Charles E. Redman, the State Department spokesman, said: ''The Secretary
supports the President. Those are his words. You can take that as gospel.''

Mr. Regan, in defending his motives in the interview on fFriday, said:

‘'Look, in the initial stages of this, by necessity, only a few people uwere

involved. You couldn't make this a town-meeting sort of exercise. Those who had
3 need to know were consulted. There were differences of opinion, they were put
forth with vigor by the senior people involved, debated and then the President
made his decision.'’

Fear of Early Disclosure

Had the Administration consulted Congress, Mr. Regan said, ''l suspect it

would not have held as a secret as long as it did.'' He spoke testily af the
criticism that Mr. Baker, now Treasury Secretary, would have brought in
Congressional leaders, as the White House did befare the invasion of Grenada.

'‘Loak, we did consult with the Congressional leadership on Libya - that

happened under Regan,'' he said, referring to the raid in April. '‘'When there
was an event about to transpire, we made certain the Congress was informed. In
this one, there was nho big bang as in launching the attack on Libya or the
invasion of Grenada.''

An official of the National Security Council staff termed some of the

criticism of Admiral Poindexter unfair, saying that the admiral had developed
ties gn Capitol Hill.

Althaugh White House officials have criticized Admiral Poindexter for

surrounding himself with aides who are in the military, the official said the
staff was usually about 30 percent military.
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GRAPHIC: photo of Vice Adm. John M. Poindexter (AP)
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