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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 11, 1982

Mr. Thomas Mack

Editor, FIRST READING

American Legislative Exchange Council
418 C St., N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Mr. Mack:

I am pleased to respond to your February ll request for
information on the savings due to the President's program
for devolving responsibility to State and local governments.

As you know, the President has outlined a long-range plan

for sorting out responsibilities among levels of government.

This New Federalism initiative, announced in the State of the
Union message, is being preceded by proposals to consolidate

catagorical programs into block grants to the States.

Last summer, the President succeeded in gaining the enactment
of nine block grants in the Omnibus Reconciliation Act. In
addition, he is proposing several new or expanded block grants
~in the FY 1983 budget.

At this time, we can provide you with specific estimates of
Federal administrative cost savings resulting from the nine
enacted block grants, the proposed Education and Training

and Child Welfare Block Grants, and the proposals to expand
and simplify three existing HHS block grants covering Primary
Care; Services for Women, Infants and Children; and Low~Income
Home Energy and Emergency Assistance. These estimates, which
are attached, total to $90 million in savings during 1982-83.

Additional savings will result in 1983, 1984, and the outyears,
as enacted block grants are fully implemented and proposed
consolidations take effect.

Specific estimates for other vprovosed new block arante will
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As block grants already are yielding tangible savings at the

Federal level, so will the President's New Federalism initiative
result in further substantial decreases in the Federal establishment.
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The person at the White House in charge of developing

the Administration's "Workfare" program is Robert Carleson .
of the Office of Policy Development. His telephone number
is 456-6630. '

I hope this information will be helpful to'you and appreciate
your interest in the President's proposals.

Sincerely,

Wt & oM el

Morton C. Blackwe ™™
Special Assistant to the President

Attachment







THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 17, 1982

TO: DON MORAN

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL

Will you pleaseidraft a response for
me to the hig" " ight | question on the
attached letter?

I appreciate your help with this matter.

Thank you.













THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 17, 1982

TO: DON MORAN

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL

Will you please draft a response for
me to the highlighted guestion on the
attached letter?

I appreciate your help with this matter.

Thank you.
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AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL

418 C Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002
(202) 547-4646

February 11, 1982

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell -
Special Assistant to the President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Morton:
Thank you for organizing the very informative briefing on the

budget, Wednesday, February 10, 1982. Mr. Moran's presentation was thorough
and effective.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. We look forward to working
with you in the future as the President's New Federalism is:- set in motion.

Sinc ly,

homas E. Macﬁ
Editor, FIRST READING

A non-orofit non-partisan tax-axamnt Aarnanizatinn carvinn Stata | easclatars and AMamhars ! Sorasace
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Outline of Issues in Federalism
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G.

Additional revenues can be obtained from the fiscal dividend of an expanding economy:

1. it is the most powerful anti-poverty weapon.
2. substantial economic growth can be expected in the near future.
3. continuation of the Reagan-Kemp-Roth tax rate reduction and tax indexing

will increase government revenues.

II. STATE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS INDICATE A COMMITMENT TO SOLVENCY, FISCAL

ESPONSIBILITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.

A.

Every state's Medicaid program has statutorily prescribed categories of "medically
needy" and "categorically needy."

State unemployment compensation systems — financed and operated by the states -
provide wide safety nets that can complement the proposed transfer of income

maintenance programs.
Disparities in state welfare programs do not reflect insensitivity of states:

state income maintenance programs have removed people. from poverty.
state income maintenance programs have restored work incentives.
disparities in welfare benefits reflect cost of living differentials.

some categories of state welfare programs rise faster than wages.

B 0 B

Interstate migration by poor is unrelated to welfare benefit levels:

1. migration is caused by other factors.
2. migration patterns show an exodus {rom high-crime, inner-city areas,
which is where the aggregate welfare benefils are greatest.

New state training programs can complement poverty programs:

investment in public sector manpower programs is increasing.

vocational training programs are increasing.

states finance over two-thirds of the vocational education program costs.
state manpower programs are more cost-effective than the equivalent federal

program.
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. State enterprisé zone programs will help the poor:

1. six states are now implementing such a plan, and 18 states are creating
similiar programs; over 140 state bills are introduced or still pending.

9. states with enterprise zone legislation have registered renewed business
activity in des’ 1ated recovery zones.




























tl 1 before the election, the federal right is largely meaningless. It would be

possible, I suppose, for Congress to legislate absentee voting procedures and to
he date when ballots are to be mailed, etc. However, this would be contra
‘esident Reagan's ideas about federalism, and many technical problems would

arise. My proposal is that we make a major effort to communicate with the state

L 2s and urge them to enact specific proposals to facilitate absentee

Vi nilitary personnel and overseas civilians. As you know, I have prepared
a >f the election laws of each state. Absentee voting laws are included
i aries. I could prepare suggestions for each state.

I have spent most of this Spring lobbying our Texas Legislature to pass such
legislation. Yesterday, I was successful with Senate Bill 42. The Senate passed
this bill about 3 weeks ago, and the House passed it yesterday. The bill makes
two important changes in the laws governing absentee voting. In the first place,
it allows the County Clerks to begin mailing absentee ballots to overseas and

7 addresses 45 days before the election, instead of 30 days before the

1. In the second place, it extends the deadline for the receipt of a mailed-
itee ballot from 1 PM on election day to 7 PM on election day. This will
.itary and overseas voters an additional 15 days and 6 hours to get their

in.

During our recent discussion in your office you suggested that you might
convene an informal conference in your office conference room on this subject.
would like very much to help you organize such a conference. I am enclosing
a list of persons who should be invited and/or organizations that should be
invited to send a representative.

I start work at the Center on National Labor Policy on June 15, and I shall
be moving to the area a few days before that. The address below will be my home

address after June 15.
Sincerely, %

Samuel F. Wright
1201 S. Scott St., #422
Arlington, VA 22204

Copy to: RAdm Penrose L. Albright, JAGC, USNR (ret.)



« STED INVITEES FOR CONFE 'CE ON VOTING RIGHTS OF MILITARY PERSONNEL AND OVER-
.S CIVILIANS

Mr. Hank Valentino

Head, Voting Assistance Office
Department of 1 lense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
Pentagon, #2E789

Washington, DC

(202) 695-9330

Mr. Bill McGee (If you invite this fellow, it may be necessary to also
;publicans Abroad invite Democrats Abroad to send a representative.)

Republican National Committee

310 First St. SE

Washington, DC 20003

(202) 484-6500

RAdm Pe »>se L. Albright, JAGC, USNR (ret.)
Attorney at Law

2306 S. Eads St.

Arlington, VA 22202

(703) 979-3242

James H. Straubel
Executive Director

Air Force Association
1750 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20006
(202) ©637-3300

Frank C. Fini

Executive Director

Air Force Sergeants Association
4235 28th Ave., Suite 713
Marlow Heights, MD 20031

(301) 899-3500

Major General Robert F. Cocklin, USA (ret.)
Executive Vice-President

Association for the U.S. Army

2425 Wilson Blvd.

--4300

Robert W. Nolan

tional Executive Secretary
Fleet Reserve Association
1303 New Hampshire Ave. NW
\ igton, > 20036
(202) 331-1034




8. Capt. Vincent Thomas, Jr., USN (ret.)
Navy League of the United States
818 18th St. NW
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 298-9282

James O. Duncan
Executive President
Noncommissioned Officers Association
110 Maryland Ave. NE, #510
shington, DC 20002
" 2) 546-7891

10. Lieutenant General Leroy J. nor, 1 F (ret.)
ecutive Vice-President
The Retired Officers Association
201 N. Washington St.
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-2311

11. CW4 Donald E. Hess, USA (ret.)
U.S. Army Warrant Officers Association
P.0O. Box 2040
Reston, VA 22090
(703) 620-3986

12. Cy Kammeier
Executive Director
Marine Corps League
933 North Kenmore St.
Arlington, VA 22201
(703) 524-1137

13. Colonel John Sheffey, USA (1 :.)
Executive Vice-President
National Association for tl Uniformed Services
P.0O. Box 1406
Springfield, VA 22151
(703) 750-1342

14. RAdm James E. Forrest, USN (ret.)

910 17th St. NW, Suite 817
Washington, DC 20006
(202) 467-6620

f Nam &)/‘7 "V/,







AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL

418 C Street, N.E
Washington, D.C. 20002
(202) 547-4646

Policy Survey: Block Grants June, 1981

On May 29, 1981 ALEC mailed a policy survey on block grants to all
7,500 state legislators in America. To date, approximately 400
legislators from all 50 states have responded. Following are the results:

1. Have you polled your constituents regarding the Reagan Administration's
block grant proposals?

Republicans Democrats Total
Yes: 21% Yes: 247 Yes: 22%
No: 797% No: 76% No: 78%

If yes, does the majority polled approve or disapprove of
the proposals?

Republicans Democrats Total
Approve: 887% Approve: 65% Approve: 76%
Disapprove: 12% Disapprove: 35% Disapprove: 247%
2. Do you feel that you adequately understand how the proposed

block grant program would affect your constituents and your state?

Republicans Democrats Total
Yes: 62% Yes: 57% Yes: 60%
No: 38% No: 43% No: 40%
3. If the Congress does approve the block grant plans, to whom

should the grant monies and authority be dispersed?

MTAa+al

Legislatures: 88% Legislatures: 76% Legislatures: 83%

Planning Planning Planning
Agencies: 3% Agencies: 97 Agencies: 5%
_Governor: 9% Governor: 15% Governor: 12%

A non-profit, non-partisan, tax-exempt organization serving State Legislators and Members of Congress



4. In your state, are there any duplications of services
provided by Federal, State, or Local agencies?
Republicans Democrats Total
Yes: 90% Yes: 77% Yes: 847%

No: 10% No: 23% No: 16%

5. What impact do you think that block grants will have on
waste, fraud, administrative overhead, and program costs?
Republicans Democrats Total

Favorable impact: 91%Z  Favorable impact: 597% Favorable: 75%
None: 1% None: 19% None: 10%
_Unfavorable: 5% Unfavorable: 15% Unfavorable: 10%

No opinion: 3% No opinion: 7% No opinion: 5%

6. Would President Reagan's proposed budget revisions and block
grants require increased taxes in your state?
Republicans Democrats Total
Yes: 33% Yes: 547 Yes: 447

No: 647% No: 35% No: 50%
N/A: 3% N/A: 11% N/A: 6%

7. Are there any education programs which de not exist in your
state because of a lack of adequate funding?
Republicans Democrats Total
Yes: 14% Yes: 27% Yes: 20%

No: 86% No: 73% No: 80%

8. Consider the following statement: 'President Reagan's New Federalism --
returning power and programs to the states ——- is an improvement over
Federal—-State relations as conducted by the Carter Administration.”
Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

T
Strongly agree: 847% Strongly agree: 33% Str. agree: 59%
Agree: 137% Agree: 20% Agree: 177 |
Disagree: 2% Disagree: 17% Disagree: 9%

Strongly disagree: *  Strongly disagree: 21% Str. disagree: 10%

* Less than 1%

N/A: * N/A: 9% N/A: 5%




10.

If you were a U.S. Congressman, would you vote for or against
the block grant programs, as proposed by the Reagan Administration?
Republicans Democrats Total
For: 95% For: 57% For: 76%
Against: 5% Against: 43% Against: 247
If you were a U.S. Congressman, would you vote for or against

the Reagan Administration's proposed thirty percent across-the-
board reduction 1in personal income taxes?

Republicans Democrats Total
For: 87% For: 35% For: 61%

Against: 13% Against: 65% Against: 397























































December 21, 1982

Mr. Morton Blackwell
The White House

Office of Public Liaison
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Morton:

Would you please be kind enough to request a birthday greeting
from President Reagan for the mother of one of my dear friends. The
lady celebrating her 76th birthday, which is on January 27th, is:

Mrs. Eva M. Kasper
8404 A Nunley Drive
Baltimore, MD 21234

Thank you so much, Morton, for your help.

Qinnorlav
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