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AN..~.CANS IN SUPPORT OF DEMOCRACY
IN LATIN AMERICA

( tober 18, 1983
(415) 479-3361

The Kissinger Commission
on Central America

Dear Friends,
Americans in Support of Democracy in Latin America is a non-
partisan group established in January, 1983 by Geoffrey Tachet
and Kent A. Philpott, the author of this letter. Mr. Tachet is
a businessman and I am also in business and for sexteen years have
been a Baptist minister. Although neither of us had been involved
in politics before, we were concerned about the conditions in El
Salvador. It seemed to us that El Salvador was in danger of being
reduced to conditions that might lead to another Marxist takeover
after the fashion of Nicare~ua. We did not be"’:ve tha the
fighting in El1 Salvador was a civil war, but belie' 1 the "rebels"
were insurgents supported and traingdlby other Marxists states.
Our concern was to learn the facts, seek to inform others, and
rally support for our government's efforts in Central America and
especially El Salvador. These are the goals of our organization.
In pursuit of our goals we took advantage of free speech

messages offered by the media in the San Francisco Bay A :a, re:
everything we could get our hands on, talked to our friends, dis-
tributed broadsides, and organized a small group of people who

" ) tl 1
Mr. Tachet and I visited El Salvador on the basis of an invitation
and spoke to many people from many sectors of Salvadoran life and
traveled to eight of E1l Salvador's fourteen provinces. A summary

of sic 5> t from that trip i enclosed with this letter.
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cratic process,

Members of the right wing have been most affected by the three
basic reforms instituted in 1980. These reforms were urged by our
government under the Carter Administration and continued under the
Reagan Administration. These reforms were vital and should be
implemented with vigor. However, many elements of the right have
been seriou: "y -~ igrieved by the reforms, V ‘ge the moderat * 1
of the reforms with a view to injustices Qisited upon those ' o
lost much through the various expropriations and restrictions that
were imposed. In many cases wealthy persons were run rough-shod
over, necessarily for the most part, but these persons who could

id so much to the stat—e of E1 ~ ~ sador have been radici*ized 1 _
the reforms and need to brought back into the mainstream of the life
of the country. We do not mean they need to be restored to their
original positions, but their comp;aints should be heard and any
untoward injustices redressed.

We spoke to business people who were moderate politically,
people who were concerned about the building up of the economy of
El Salvador, people who desired to see the rise of a middle class,
people who felt stifled by the banking and export reforms., It could
be that the major flow of cash out of E1l Salvador has begun to cease

and some restrictions could be lifted so that the private sector could

economy, a growing and satisfied middle class is the best weapon
against those who would exploit a weakened society., Also, ¢_ai_:

industry, a crucial factor in a country where there is too little

land and too many people, must be dili_‘:ntly encouraged.














