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November 30, 1982

The Honorable Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear President Reagan:

In order to continue informing you of the concern being
expressed in having the F.B.I., Customs, and Postal Service increase
federal prosecutions, we are transmitting an additional 6,502
signatures on our petition. These were gathered in November to
accompany the 2,563 we sent you in October bringing the total to
9,065. These signatures were gathered by our supporters nationwide
without a formal petition drive in effect. Each circulator me: ly
asked immediate friends and associates. It is obvious, therefore,
that had door-to-door and shopping center circulation been made, the
number of signatures would be limitless.

We are pleased that the Attorney General clarified the federal
policies on obscenity prosecutions in his memorandum of October 4,
1982. It is a help that local U.S. attorneys who wish to do so may
bring pornography cases. However, as the F.B.I. and major city
police have stated, a consistent state and federal practice of
enforcement against the regular adult pornography industry is needed
to achieve results against this threat of pormnography, the influence
of organized crime and the drug industry, and traffic in child
pornography.

Please don't let current events, the economy, and the media
discourage you. Your attempts have already created hope for us that
the Supreme Court and the federal government will take a stronger
turn toward law enforcement. We certainly need a change in that
direction and need your help to see it happen.

Very truly yours,

‘\j“ \WXQ"\

Bruce A. Ta:
Vice President-General Couw 21
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@ffire of the Attorney General
Washington, 8. €. 205350

October 4, 1882 , 7
MORANDUM '
TO: - 'All United States Attorneys ' /-

FROM: g William French Smith{jcf%f;

Attorneyv General }

SUEJECT: Enforcement of Enti-Pornocrzohv Laws

V president Reagan has recently stzte rm anc concern
cver the sp eaéd of pornogrephy, &né h tion tc ensure
thaet we effectively enforce the federzl lawes aceinst traffickinc
in pornography. Pornocraphy is indeeé z crowing problem, but it
is & problem before which law enforcement officials are not
helpless, zs dermQnstreted by the success ¢f the Department's
MIPORN operztion.) Accoréincly, I woulé 1like to take this
ooportun_ v to clarify the Department's eniorcement policy in

pornogrephy cases, and tc .encourage their prcsecution.

The U.S. Attorneys' Manuzl states: "Prosecutive priority
shoulé be given to ceases involving larce-scale cisiributcrs who

"realize substantial income from multi-stzte operations anc cacses

in which there is evidence of involvement by Xknown orcanizecd

crime figures," and "([s)pecizl priority shouvld be given to czses
~involvi the

that prosecution or tnose cases not in one of the three priority
areas may ncnethele heve & deterrent eifect aznd be approrriate
when especially offensive mzterizl or numerous citizen complaints

are involvegd. TA, .
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X The Manual alsc stztes, of course, that the "Federzl role in
. fosecuting obscenity cases is to focus upon the major producers
and interstate distributors cf pornography while leaving to local
jurisdictions the responsibility of dealing with local‘exhibi—
tions and seles.") § 9-75.130. But this section goes on to
recognize that the U.S. Attcrney in an area may ‘often have.
greater expertise and more money than his local counterpart, ané
that "[i)Jn these circumstances the United States may provide
assistance through prosecutive efforts not falling precisely
within the above guidelines." ’

.

[- Thus, where large volume dealers, crganized crime, or chila

pornography is involved, the U.S. Attornev shouléd aggressively
prosecute. Even in other cases, he mav prosecute where pornoa-
raphy is a “Tigmrficent Froblem in an area, ang sbonld certainly

ceYy: istence wnere local effeorts ere being meacex

While theTImpz of pornography may be pramarily "locaTl,” 1its—
successful prcsecution calls increasingly for interstate eZforts
anéd coordinetion which only federal officials may be able to
provicde. Similerly, where the district's Law Eniorcement Coor-
dineting Committee identifies pornogrephy as an &rea reguirinc
federel suppert, our assistance to loczl eniorcement effcris mev
anc tshoulé be provideéd, evern if the dezlers are not in the three
"prioritv"” categories.

»“Vhile pornocraphv is not a2 problem that car be solved by
federzl effcrts zlone, it ig & metter cf prime concern anc we
must enfcrce vicorcusly the existing Zecerazl anti-dornocréochy
Yews, perticulerliy in-the pr iTy erees cdiscussed above andé Iin

A C
been icentified as & mejor law































Grant Tinker

Ch: an and Chief Executive Officer
“Na- 11 Broadcasting Company, Inc.
3000 West Alameda Avenue

Burbank, California 91523

Dear Mr. Tinker

The epwsode of Taxi that aired Thursday, October 21, depicted an actor
portraying an Orthodox Christian Priest in a derogatory, sacrilegious,.
false and misleading manner. The suggestion that any Priest, especially ,
an 0 odox Priest, would desecrate the Sacrament of Confession by i
counseling a par1sh1oner to commit adultery is blasphemous. This abomination
was reinforced on the episode broadcast Thursday, October 28, with
flashbacks of the previous week's epitome of bad taste. Reckless character
assassination of Orthodox Priests has no place on network television, even
on a situation comedy with its admittedly wide latitude in satirizing
society. As one of the five million Orthodox Christians in the United
States, I vigorously protest such religious bigotry. Repeated incidents

of this reprehensible nature can only provoke more drastic measures,

including the picketing of NBC Network- owned and operated stations
as well as affiliates.
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January 26, 1983

Rev. Dr. Miltiades B. Efthimiou, Director
Department Church & Society
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North
and South America
10 East 79th Street
New York, NY 10021

Dear Rev. Efthimiou:

Thank you for your letter of November 5, 1982, concerning the
NBC show Taxi. I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Grant Tinker
of NBC and a copy of the response I received from Robert O'Neil.

It is obvious that we all have much to do to turn things
around. One of the possible solutions I see to the cable situation
may be for the Congress to adopt the indecency standard of the FCC
as reflected in 18 U.S.C. 1464 and make it applicable to cable as
part of the economic deregulation contained in S. 2172 currently
before the U.S. Senate. I think that the legitimate cable industry
is using their unholy alliance with the pornographers as a way to
generate short term cash flow solutions. However, the opportunity
for long term and stable growth under a deregulation such as S. 2172
envisions is much more attractive financially for the cable industry
and I feel the legitimate cable owners would give up the
pornographers in exchange for the deregulation. Your thoughts on
this issue would be appreciated and your support and influence with
Congress would be important.

Best of luck in your continued work, and please remember us in
your prayers.

Very truly yours,

‘R : \\ r\\\ _

— D
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i sting Company, Inc. Thirty Rockefeller Plaza
National Broadcasting pany Newaork,N.Y.10020 212-664-3163

Robert O'Neil

Public Information Department
Manager

Communications Services

January 3, 1983

Mr. Bruce Taylor

Vice President-General Counsel
Citizens for Decency Through Law, Inc.
2331 West Royal Palm Road, Suite 105
Phoenix, Arizona 85021

Dear Mr. Taylor:

Thank you for your comments about a recent two-part
episode of "Taxi'" dealing with marital infidelity. We
Tegret your mistaken impression that an Orthodox
Christian priest was portrayed on these programs. It
is not so.

As regular viewers of '"Taxi" know, the characters
"Latka,'" "Simka'" and "Father Gorky" are immigrants from
a nonexistent foreign country, a place whose language,
geography, customs and beliefs have been totally fabri-
cated for comic purposes.

We assure you that neither the producers of "Taxi'" nor
NBC intended to re¢ er to any real religion. The dress
and behavior of "Father Gorky" were carefully devised

to ensure against any such identification.

We believe most viewers took the comedy in a harmless
spirit of fun, as intended. Still, we regret any mis-
understanding and hank you for permitting us to present
our views on this atter.

Robert 0'Neil %E@Eg
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