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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 2, 1981

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your comments regarding bills
which seek to limit the scope and effective-
ness of political action committees.

In my view the growth of political action
committees has enabled many thousands of
people to increase their participation in

the political process. One hallmark of such
groups is that all contributions to them are,
by law, entirely voluntary. Tt '; is a healthy
situation. The freedom of all Americans to
organize themselves voluntarily to affect the
course of their government is a precious right.

In the last Congress, almost all Republicans
united in vigorous opposition to the Obey-
Railsback bill which would have placed new,
rigid limits on the right of citizens to
contribute to political candidates through
political action committees. The Senate did
not pass this bill, which narrowly passed the
House without any committee hearings and with
severely limited debate.

Because many of the supporters of this type of
bill were not returned to the Congress, there
seems little chance that either House would
pass such legislation now.
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tive enforcement process. It would be easy »or
enforcement officials to cite almost any candi-
date or committee for some technical infraction.
That most certainly is not a healthy situation.




Our election laws need to be simplified rather
than made more burdensome. Citizen participa-
tion should be encouraged rather than limited.

I would surely oppose any bill similar to the
Obey-Railsback proposal.

Sincerely,

£ vasin. (Qnon

Mr. Paul M. Weyrich
Coalitions for America
721 Second Street, N.E.,
Washington, D.C. 20002












MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 31, 1981

TO: Elizabeth H. Dole

FROM: Morton Blackwel%

RE: Meeting with Paul Weyrich, W. H. Mess at 12:00 Noon

Paul Weyrich is the key organizer of a surprising number of the
conservative organizations and coalitions responsible for political
activity now supporting the President.

He is currently the head of the Committee for the Survival of a
Free Congress (a PAC), CSFS, Inc., a lobbﬂ, and the Free Congress
Foundation (for which Connie Marshmer works).

Weyrich came to D. C. as press assistant for Senator Gordon Allott
of Colorado and later was a top assistant to Semator Carl Curtis
of Nebraska. He was the first president of the Heritage Foundation.
He was one of the key organizers of both the Senate Steering
Committee and the House Republican Study Committee, the two key
conservative groups in the Congress, He was one of those who
assisted the conservative House and Senate democrats in forming
their respective coalitions. He organized and hosts the three coalition
meetings: Kingston Group(general conmservative, chaired by Dick

. Dingman); Library Court(pro-family, chaired by Connie Marshner);
Stanton Group(foreign affairs, national defense, now chaired by
Weyrich himself).

Weyrich was a key element in the conservative coalitions in the
fights over the Panama Canal Treaties, Salt Treaties, Common Situs
picketing, Labor Law reform, etc.

Weyrich is an enthusiast for training programs for conservative
activists, sponsoring many through his own organizations and
often speaking at training programs of a broad variety of other
conservative groups,
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 31, 1981

Page 2

Weyrich believes that the President's econc .c package must be

supported, although the proposed cuts are not large enough. He
also fears that there will be a failure of strategy on Capitol

Hill which might cause the President's economic proposals to be
mauled there.

Suggested talking points:

Thank you for all the support you are engendering for the Pri ident's
economic package.

What could we do in the White House to encourage a fruitful exchange
of information about the President's economic package with conservative
leadership? ’
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 31, 1981

TO: Elizabeth . Dole

FROM: Morton Blackwel%

RE: Meeting with Paul Weyrich, W. H. Mess at 12:00 Noon

Paul Weyrich is the key organizer of a surprising number of the
conservative organizations and coalitions responsible for political
activity now supporting the President.

He is currently the head of the Committee for the Survival of a
Free Congress (a PAC), CSFS, Inc., a lobbﬂ, and the Free Congress
Foundation (for which Connie Marshner works).

Weyrich came to D. C. as press assistant for Senator Gordon Allott
of Colorado and later was a top assistant to Senator Carl Curtis

of Nebraska. He was the first president of the Heritage Foundation..
He was one of the key organizers of both the Senate Steering
Comnittee and the House Republican Study Committee, the two key
conservative groups in the Congress. He was one of those who
assisted the conservative House and Senate democrats in forming
their respective coalitions. He organized and hosts the three coalition
meetings: Kingston Group(general conservative, chaired by Dick
Dingman); Library Court(pro-family, chaired by Connie Marshner);
Stanton Group(foreign affairs, national defense, mow chaired by
Weyrich himself).

Weyrich was a key element in the conservative coalitions in the
fights over the Panama Canal Treaties, Salt Treaties, Common Situs
picketing, Labor Law reform, etc.

Weyrich is an enthusiast for training programs for conservative
activists, sponsoring many through his own organizations and
often speaking at training programs of a broad variety of other
conservative groups.
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have often told him that his only serious imperfection is his inability
to always cope gracefully with imperfection in others. '
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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Page 2

Weyrich believes that the President's economic package must be

supported, although the proposed cuts are not large enough. He
also fears that there will be a failure of strategy on Capitol

Hill which might cause the President's economic proposals to be
mauled there.

Suggested talking points:

Thank you for all the support you are engendering for the President's
economic package.

What could we do in the White House to encourage a fruitful exchange
of information about the President's economic package with conservative
leadership? ‘
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They felt the GOP could do better with a strong direct mail campaign,
which they said, the Democrats used to great advantage.

Most of them want to support GOP candidates in 1984 but they feel that
their views will be shunted aside.








