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April 3, 1981

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
Room 136

01d Executive Office Building

17th Street and Penn. Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

It was a pleasure for Mr. Hurley and myself to visit with you last
Monday. We especially appreciate your willingness to meet with us
in the confused aftermath of that afternoon's horrendous events.

As we indicated, we would be delighted to assist you in developing
whatever contacts you believe appropriate with our nation's vast
complex of private membership organizations. We believe that our

role with regard to the Conference of Private Organizations (CONPOR)
would be of unique value in establishing meaningful communications
between the Administration and private organizations. A brief
description of CONPOR is enclosed. We might add that the organizations
that comprise CONPOR count over five million Americans among

their members.

It was most gracious of you to agree to secure a speaker from the
White House for the May 19 ledal/Legislative. Conference of the
National Club Association. As we indicated to you, we hope to

have Attorney General Smith and Secretary of Labor Donovan, along
with key Congressmen from both sides of the aisle, participating

in the Conference. In attendance will be about 150 of the leading
officers and staff of the country's most prestigious private

clubs, altong with representatives of other national private groups.
The day long meeting will be held at the Capitol Hill Club.

The best time for someone from the White House would probably be in

1 dr | ' o ’ : 1
House presentation as our main breakfast "kickott" speech at about
8:30 a.m. We could also schedule this presentation to begin our
general morning session at about 9:30 a.m.

I might add that yesterday I was impressed by Dr. James Miller's
address at the Association Insiders Breakfast at the U.S. Chamber




-2-

of C. 2rce. He spoke on the administration's deregulatory initiatives.
If he is available, that same talk would be very appropriate for our
audience at the May 19 Conference. Certainly, a similar 15-20
minute address with perhaps 5-10 minutes for questions would be
ideal.

Please let us know as soon as you are able to make a commitment with
regard to a speaker. Mr. Hurley and I Took forward to working closely
with you on this and many other matters in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Aubrey C. Kipg
Director of Public Affairs

ACK/dr
















By the way, you might recall that I had an opportunity to talk briefly
with you at the recent White House economic briefing for trade
association executives.

We look forward to having you with us for what should be an exciting
and productive meeting.

rard (F. Hurley, CAE
Executive Director

GFH/dr

cc: Morton Blackwell







comments of March 24, 1980, is enclosed). NCA then made the following
arguments, which remain wholly applicable to the rule as eventually
published and which demonstrate absolutely why the rule should now be
finally and completely withdrawn:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

The rule violates constitutionally protected individual
rights of association and privacy. Congress and the Courts
have clearly upheld the principle that individuals can

decide those with whom they may or may not wish to associate
in private settings. This rule, however, would stigmatize and
penalize private organizations whose members are

exercising their sanctioned rights. We would concur

with the California State Club Association which, in its
comments to your office, has pointed out that the Supreme
Court has made clear that the exercise of such constitutional
rights cannot be infringed by the threat to withhold
governmental benefits or privileges. The California

State Club Association has also well demonstrated that
attempts to regulate the selective membership policies

of private organizations on the grounds of discrimination
reveal a failure to understand the crucial distinction
between civil rights and social rights.

The premise alleged for this rule has never been documented.
No eipirical data have ever established the presumed
requisite link between contractor dues payment policies,

the membership policies of private clubs, and unfair
employment advantages.

No consideration has apparently ever been given to the
enormous economic loss that this rule would inflict upon
the private club industry. A 1980 NCA survey projected
that private clubs would lose a staggering $800 million

in annual revenue because of this rule. The failure to
consider an economic loss of this magnitude seems not only
a violation of Executive Order 12044 which was in effect
when the rule was first proposed, but now also a violation
of President Reagan's Executive Order 12291.

To enforce this rule OFCCP would eventually be confronted
with the impossible administrative task of fairly assessing
the membership policies of private clubs.

The rule would vio. tl b : rd

inno¢ t until proven guilty by } cs

making such payments to be guilty of employment discrimi  :ion
unless they could prove their innocence.

It is reassuring to our trust in our open political process and in the
reasonableness of administrative decision making in our government to
know that our arguments have finally been heard.




We commend Secretary Donovan, Solicitor Ryan, and all who have been

involved in the decision to withdraw this rule. We wholeheartedly
support the withdrawal.

"* -
Gerard\F. Hurley, CAE ~y
Executive Director

GFH/dr

Enclosure


























































else from the White House be available to appear at the breakfast
gathering, thus permitting you to focus on the general session?

We shall call in a few days to check on all this. Thanks again for
your help,

Sincerely,

Aubrey C. King
Director of Publlic Affairs

ACK/dr

Enclosure
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May 27, 1981

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President

Room 124

01d Executive Office Building

17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Morton:

Thank you for taking time from your busy schedule to participate in
our NCA Legislative Conference last week.

Everyone was quite interested in your description of your new position
and responsibilities on the President's staff. After the official
harassment of the past several years it is most gratifying to clubs
and other private membership organizations to realize that now we

have a friend and a direct contact at the White House.

If you could have been at our breakfast meeting, you would have seen
tangible evidence of the esteem our association has for the President
and what he is trying so brilliantly to accomplish. After the out-
standing address by Dr. Miller, who both informed and amused us all,
we presented him with a copy of our official Board Resolution in full
support of the President's Economic Program.

I was especially pleased by your expression of interest in a more
permanent remedy to the challenges confronting private organizations
who seek to protect their right to control their membership policies.
NCA has been studying several such remedies and we would definitely
like to pursue this matter further with you sometime in the next
month or so.

It was a genuine pleasure having you at our Conference. We Took

.

forv d " workit  wi n in 1

Sincerely,

Aubrey C. Kin

Director of Public Affairs

ACK/dr
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CONFERENCE OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATION

1625 Eye Street, N.W.
Washingtc , D.C. 20006
(202) 466-8424

DIRECTORS

Chairman
Clarence Ruddy
Loyal Order of Moose

Vice Chairman
Harold B. Berman
National Club Association

Secretary-Treasurer
M. Daniel Splain, Il
Fraternal Order of Eagles

Robert E. Davis
Improved Order of Red Men

Edward McCormick, Jr.
US Power Squadrons

Sam Willits
United States Jaycees

Robert A. Yothers, P.G.E.R.
B.P.O. Elks

Executive Director
Gerard F. Hurley, CAE

June 26, 1981

Honorable Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President
Room 128

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

Thought you'd be interested to see our recent Newsletter
(to fraternal, club and service group leaders in every
state) which again mentions your participation in the
National Club Association's Legislative Conference last
month.

vé Director
GFH/dr

Enclosure

AN INFORMATION EXCHANGE FOR PRIVATE MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS







organizations in their areas and inquiring about their membership policies
and practices. The pretext for the inquires is the claim that B'Nai B'Rith
is frequently asked whether other groups are discriminatory. CONPOR has
directly replied in three different cases and rejected the notion that t
policies of other groups are any of B'Nai B'Rith's business. CONPOR has
never received a reply. We suggest that if any such inquiries come to your
attention, please let us know and we will again reply for CONPOR. We do
not believe that local groups should reply at all.

B. State/Local Issues

1..New York

The lower house of the state legislature on 6/3/81 by a vote of 78-63 passed
the bill reported here earlier that would virtually abolish most private
organizations in that state. The bill would redefine private organizations
as public accommodations unless they could prove that over 80% of their
income comes directly from their member's pockets--without any claim of
business deductions or employer reimbursements. The New York State CONPOR
is waging a superb battle against this bill now in the upper house of the
legislature and they are optimistic the legislature will adjourn without
further action. But it can be expected that the bill will return next
session. An identical bill remains before the New York City Council.

2. Minnecntjy

On 5/8/81 the Minnesota State Supreme Court ruled that the all-male U.S.
Jaycees constitute a place of "public accommodation" and are thus subject

to state anti-discrimination laws. In U.S. Jaycees v. McClure, that state
court accepted the state's arguments that the Jaycees have become a public
business because (1) they virtually "sell" memberships as means of individual
advancement so the members become customers; and (2) they are not selective
enough in the choice of members, allowing nearly any males under 35 to join
in the opinion of the court. This is not the place to provide a critique

of the court's opinion--and is clearly flawed--but we can at least point

out that on the basis of the court's logic, it is difficult to see how any
private organization in Minnesota can be confident that it will be able to
remain private.

3. California

We understand that the two anti-private organization bills before the state
legislature--California have now been effectively sidetracked for this
session. One bill would have denied 1iquor licenses and the other would
have denied state income tax deductions for expenses incurred by members of
selective membership organizations.

Please send us your news.






THE WHITE HOUSE oad

WASHINGTON

September 30, 1981

Mr. Yubi G. Separovich

Chairman, Government Relations
Committee

Grand Lodge B.P.0. Elks

5309 Wedge Circle

Fair OQOaks, California 95628

Dear Mr. Separovich:

Let me begin by thanking you for extending the invitations
to me through Aubrey King to address your regional meetings
of the Elks State Government Relations Committee Chairman.

Unfortunately, due to travel budget cuts and a very
heavy work schedule I have not been able to be a part of
your meetings. I deeply regret these circumstances, and
I want you to know that any time any members of your
organization are available I would be happy to schedule
a meeting with them in my office.

Please be assured of my continued interest in your
efforts and if I can be of any assistance do not hesitate
to call on me. '

Sincerely,

ey v 93
5Z§4w??w - éé%;séfoeé{:

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to
the President

cc: Aubrey King

i




ORGAN'7ATIONS
1625 kye Street, N.W., Suite 609
Washington, D.C. 20006

(202) 466-8424
June 21, 1982

Mr. Red Cavaney xv“"'

Deputy Assistant to the President {i\va
for Public Liaison

The White House '

Washington, D.C.

| IECTORS
Dear Red:
Chairman
Cli  ce J. Ruddy Thanks for your note.

Loyal Order of Moose
I didn't have a real opportunity to talk to you when our ARC Forum

V :Chairman registrants gathered at the White House.
Robert A. Yothers, PG.E.R.
B.P O.Elks You, Morton Blackwell and Diane Lozano kindly spent and hour with

me and reps from the U.S. Jaycees, and the National Federation of

Secretary-Tr  surer Women's Clubs Tast Fall to discuss how we, as private organizations,
Edward J. McCormick, Jr. ¢oyld better approach the Administration. I'm sorry to report that
U.S. Power Squadrons many of the service and civic groups (Rotary, Kiwanis, Lion, Zonta and
Soroptomists) simply refuse to admit that their continued status as
"private" is under multiple and continuous attack; the enclosed brochure
quickly illustrates the jeopardy we all face from activists who have
ert E. Davis beguiled an increasingly liberal American Bar Association into doing
oved Order of Red Men their work for them. We hope the ABA House of Delegates will reverse

the policy in August.

Harold B. Berman
mal CI Association

n Wilits

United States  ycees We will continue to encourgae them to work together with us, the
Conference of Private Organizations (CONPOR), and Morton Blackwell in

Executive Director bringing a conse sus position on private group issues to you.

Gerard F Hurley, CAE

You may be interested in the support of the NCA Board of Directors
to the Administration's efforts on behalf of private sector initiatives,
as reprinted in the NCA's recent Newsletter.

Siné??&iy,
Gefi ay, CAE
ecufive ?ﬂrector

Thanks for all your help.

GFH/k1d

enclosure
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