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International Policy Forum  7z2isecond Street. N.E.  Washingion, D.C. 20002 202/544-1166

Edwin J. Feulner, Jr.
Chairman

Peter B. Gemma. Jr.
President

MEMO

TO: Morton Blackwell

FROM: Peter Gemma

RE: conservative delegation to Mid-East

DATE: May 26, 1983

As you know, the International Policy Forum is sponsoring a
trip for eleven conservative leaders to Israel and Lebanon --
we will be travelling from May 28th to June 7th.

Most of this diverse group of conservative leaders have never
been to the Mid-East. Attached is a list of participants.

We will be putting together a report on this fact-finding trip

for the President that will give an independent, conservative
view of the situation in Lebanon and Israel. We have meetings
scheduled with the Prime Minister of Israel, the President of
Lebanon, ofiicials of both governments, Arab and Palestinian
leaders, and many other experts. An schedule outline is attached.

We would appreciate a meeting with Judge Clark, Secretary
Schultz, and the President upon on return to brief them on our
findings. The dates of June 10, 13, or 14 seem best for this
meeting.

There will be much press coverage from our fact-finding trip,
and a balanced, fresh, and interesting report on our activities.
I believe there would be much political as well as policy-makir-
benefit in such a meeting.

luck, 3 Presic 1t of tt I ° E
A 5 :que 1s . will be part or cue uelegation
to Israel and Lebanon.

Thanks, Morton, for your help on this.




International Policy Forum

ISRAEL/LEBANON TRIP PARTICIPANTS...

Dr. Edwin Feulner
President, the Heritage Foundation
Chairman, International Policy Forum

Peter B. Gemma, Jr.
President, International Policy Forum
Treasurer, National Pro-Life Political Action Committee

William H. Billings

President

National Christian Action Coalition
President

New Century Foundation

Dr. Marshall Breger

Visiting Fellow in Legal Policy
the Heritage Foundation
Professor of Law

New York Law School

Pat Buchanan (and Mrs. Buchanan)
syndicated columnist/commentator

Midge Decter
Executive [ r-ector
Committee for a Free World

Allan Ryskind
Editor
Human Events

obert McAdam
Assistant Director
Committee for the Survival of a Free Congress
Executive Director
Committee for Effective State Government

Dr. Ernest Lefever
President
Ethics and Public Policy Center

)€ 1, ~3q.
C 1eral Counsel
I 1gan/Bush Committee

Richard Viguerie (and Mrs. Viguerie)
President

The Viguerie Company

Publisher
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THE INSTITUTE ON RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY
AND
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS

cordially invite you to

a reception honoring ARMANDO VALLADARES
Cuban poet and prisoner of conscience

Religious Freedom Award Presentation: MICHAEL NOVAK
past U.S. Representative to the U.N. Commission on Human Rights

and dinner

"Religious Freedom as an Element of U.S. Foreign licy"

ELLIOTT ABRAMS
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights

DANTE FASCELL
U.S. Congress, Democrat, Florida

JULY 11, 1983
MAYFLOWER HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Reception: 6:30 p.m.
R.s.v.p. Dinner: 7:30 p.m.




June 1,1983

Tentativ Conference Program
"RELIGIOL FREEDOM EAST AND W__JT:
THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE FOR THE E HTIES"

Sponsored by
THE INSTITUTE ON RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS

July 10, 11 & 12, 1983
MAYFLOWER HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Conference Chairmans
Edmund W. Robb, Chairman, Executive Committee of I.R.D.

Registration

Convocation

Religious Freedom: Cornerstone of Human R
Speakers:

--Carl F. H. Henry, Lecturer- At- -Large,

World Vision International

- --Paul Kurtz, ed. Free Inm ity

--J. Bryan Hehir, U.5. Ca.wlic Conf.
--Bishop Basil, Orthodox Church in America

Sunday, July 10 4:
7
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Monday, July 11 8:00 a.m. Registration
9:00 a.m. Session I: Religion & Democracy: East, West,
North & South. Speakers'
--Richard J. Neuhaus, ed. © "beran F orum
--Franklin H. Littell, Tempie Uinversity
--Father Ernest L. Fortin, Boston ™ illege

10:30 a.m. BREAK
10:45 a.m. DISCUSSION
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. LUNCHEGN BREAK

its.

2:00 p.m. Session II: Religious Freedom in the Communist

World. Speakers:
--Max Kampelman, Chrm. American
De!egation to the Conference on Security

3:30 p.m. BREAK

3:45p . DISCUSSION

iry




June 1,1983

Monday July 11 6:30 p.m. RECEPTION
7:30 p.m. DINNER

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AWARD: Armando Valladares
Presentor: MICHAEL NOVAK

"Religious Freedom as an Element of U.S.
Foreign Policy". Speakers: ‘

--Elliott Abrams, De ty Assistant Secre ‘y
of State for Human Rights

--U.S. Congressman Dante B. Fascell, Democrat,
Florida

Tuesday, July 12 9:00 a.m. Session III: Religious Freedom as An Issue in
America's Religious Organizations: Accomplishments
and Failures. Speakers: :
--Robert Dugan, National Association
of Evangelicals

--George Weigel, World Without War Council,
Seattle, Washington

--David Sidorsky, lumbia University

--Isaac Rottenberg, Nat'l Christian Leadership
Conference for Israel

10:30 a.m. BREAK
10:45 a.m. DISCUSSION
12:00 p.m. LUNCI 3N BREAK

2:00 p.m. Session IV: Religious Action for International

Religious Freedom. Speakers:

--Michael Novak, Resident Scholar, American
Enterprise Institute.

--Josef Ton, Pres., Romanian Missionary Society

--Sister Ann Gillen, Inter-Rel. Task Force on
Saviet Jewry '

--Hans Stt elberger, Christian Response
International, Zurich

4..0p.m. CL_3IM._ . RAYER










July 21, 1983

Mr. Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
Room 191

01d Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20501

Dear Morton:

I would like to thank you for taking the time
to speak to Kevin Richardson yesterday concern-
ing my friend Dick Freytag, who s being con-
sidered for the position of Assistant Secre-
tary of the Army in charge of Installations,
Logistics, and Financial Management.

Your support of me in the past has been greatly
appreciated and I value your insights and sug-
gestions. I would appreciate it if we could
meet for lunch or a short time in your office
to further discuss Mr. Freytag and how I can
best help him. I would certainly welcome your
guidance and advice in this matter!

Most sincerely,

Pamela Burge
President







TESTIMONY FOR THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON
HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
June 28, 1983
by Penn Kemble

Consultant and Member of the Board of Directors
The Institute on Religion and Democracy

The Institute on Religion and Democracy believes that there
are important links between the Christian faith and democratic
values, and that those links shOuld be strengthened. As the
French Catholic theologian Jacques Mauritain once observed:

", ..democracy is linked to Christianity...and the
democratic impulse has arisen in human history as a
temporal manifestation of the Gospel."l/
We were organized two years ago by persons holding diverse
theological views, denominational affiliations, and social
philosophies, who, despite many differences, share the desire to
strengthen the role of our churches in the democratic way of
1ife.

Members of our organization welcome the unprecedented

attention this year's Report on Human Rights Praectices gives to

freedom of religious expression.

There are many sophisticated people today who are inclined
to believe that dee¢_ Ly held religiot convi | Ioat P
liberty and tolerance. It is ‘ten imagined that the religious
impulse 1is authentically personified in such figures as the

Iranian mullah, the Marxist priest, the evangelical general, or



the Jewish Defense League militant -~ and their occasional
admirers here in the United States. It is therefore good to be
reminded, as we are by the introduction to this report, that the
fathers of the American Republic rooted their democratic faith in
the belief that all men "are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights." That belief has had a more powerful
impact on the world than all the evils of misguided religious
zealotry.

We also welcome the stress this Report gives to the rela-
tionship between democracy -- the free participation by citizens
in public affairs -- and human rights. Human rights are not
granted by governments, nor established by the United Nations,
nor can they be extinguished by tyrants or revolutions. They
are, according to America's principal religious and politiecal
traditions, God-given and inalienable. Human rights may,
however, be violated and abused., The only effective means for
securing the rights of the individual, as our Declaration of
Independence contends, is for governments to be "instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed., "

In societies where force and violence are the necessary
means for deciding conflicts, there will inevitably be violations
R ¢ b A N A 1 B A ¢ who v ¢ mmitted |

securing international human rights must also be committed to
strengthening democratic values and institutions throughout the
world, This is surely no simple proposition. But the initiative

of this Administration -- which has been joined by " :ac¢ of



business, labor, both political parties, and members of Congre 3
-~ toward developing a pro-democracy component to our foreign
policy must surely be seen as a deepening of the American
commitment to human rights which the Congress acknowledged in its
leg: lation requiring this Report.

Just as religious conviction inspired the framers of the
Bill of Rights, so the experience of free, voluntary, active
religious 1ife in America became the model of our democratic
political 1life. (This is a point which bears remembering both by
secular civil libertarians and those narrowly pious religious
persons who insist that politics is evil.) Students of American
Democracy, from Tocqueville on, have generally agreed with his

proposition that:

...Religion in America takes no direct part in the
government of society, but it must nevertheless be
regarded as the foremost of the political institutions
of that country; for if it does not impart a taste for
freedom, it facilitates the use of free institutions."2/

Tt follows, therefore, that an American foreign policy which
seeks to foster democracy should encourage worldwide freedom of
religious expression. It should do so with patience and
tolerance -- but nevertheless with vigor.

In order to accomplish this purpose, it will be necessary to

ly 1d npare the ittices of different countries more fully
than we -- our g ‘nment and private organ: itions -- j : have
done.

Our organization, for example, has at times been critical of

the manr ~ in w! " 2h s¢ religious leaders -- even our own --
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speak and act on matters which might be called "political." But
we would energetically defend their right, even their obligation,
to offer moral testimony on the great issues of state and
society, as they see them. Freedom of religious expression
involves much more than the right to worship quietly within the
walls of the church or synagogue. The murder of a nun who is
engaged in Christian work among refugees is a violation of
religious freedom, just as is banning Bibles or closing Yeshivas.

But the problem of religious freedom is not simple. The
societies where the most visible and therefore sensational
assaults on religious persons and practices occur are often
societies in which the churches already have the will and means
to challenge secular powers. The confliet between church and
state is often quite apparent in Central and South America, in
the Philippines, and in South Korea -- because the churches there
are strong. Tt 1s usually less evident -- with obvious excep-
tions, such as that of Poland -- in the modern totalitarian
states, where the churches must struggle for the barest
existence,

When considering religious freedom, there is no escaping the
distinction between authoritarian and totalitarian regimes. That
distinction is sometimes shouted down in public discourse, just

it n T it prc ot 1t, Amb: lor & e F’~kpatrick, |
been denied a hearing at some prestigious Universities. _it the
distinction is a fact. Totélitarianism is something different
from traditional despotism, and, when it has at its disposal

Twentieth Cent -y technology and the energy to use it, something



formidable indeed. It means, as Mussolini expressed it in his

classice formulation,

Nothing outside or above the state, nothing ¢ iinst
the state, everything within the state, everything for
the state.3/

The classic pattern of religious repression today in
authoritarian societies -- perhaps excepting Islamic states --
is to concede religion its niche as a place for private worship
and the observance of sacraments, while resisting any application
of religious teaching or witness to issues of society and
economics.

The harsher pattern of totalitarian religious repression is
best exemplified by the practices of the Soviet Union. 1In this,
efforts are made to extinguish the religious spirit in all forms
among the subject population, while at the same time seeking to
capture the most visible institutions of religious 1life in order
to use them for the purposes of the state. This is an especially
vicious and destructive form of religious repression, and
deserves the most energetic opposition from the religious
movements of the world and from our own government.

The character of Soviet practice has been explicitly des-
cribed in a secret report on the Russian Orthodox Church prepared
in 1975 by the deputy chairman of the Soviet Council on Religious

» 1t : Ce : . Thi
remarkable document was smuggled to the West and published in
Russian in Paris in 1980. It was published in Er _.ish in

October, 1081, by the New York journal Pe1igio~ +~ Communist
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TY author of thi report, V. Furov, lucidly describes how
the Soviet State Council controls the governing body of the

Russian Orthodox Church:

...exercising its constant and unrelenting control
over the activities of the Synod, appropriate
officials of the Council conduct systematic work to
educate and enlighten the members of the Synod,
maintain confidential contacts with them, shape
their patriotic views and attitudes, and exert
necessary influence on the entire episcopate
through the members of the Synod and with their
help.

%3 % % %

There is no consecration of a bishop, no transfer,
without thorough investigation of the candidate by
appropriate officials of the (State) Council in
close cooperation with the commissioner, local
organs and corresponding interested organiza-
tions.l/

(Tt should be understood that such "interested
organizations™ include the KGB.)

No doubt there is some self-serving bureaucratic exag-
geration in the picture of church governance which Furov
presents. But the purpose of the Soviet government cannot be
mistaken: it is to turn the church into yet another organ of
the state security system.

In a press briefing on February 9, Assistant Secretary

Abrams explained that the authors of this year's Human Ri-~hts

Report . in considering the right to free speech, not only asked
wt ‘her 1ltizer ar free to utilize their government in

public. Tt 7 1 » ‘ wt Gt ¢ t 1ch a

terror or such a network of informers that people do not even
feel free to discuss politics privately, in their own home, or in

the home of friends."



Th: 1is an impor! 1t point -- it provides another distinc-
tion between the totalitarian and the authoritarian regime. We
submit that there is growing evidence that, just as the totali-
tarian regime invades the home and family, so it also invades the
institutions of religious life.

From "liberated”" Vietnam Associated Press Correspondent
Dennis P. Gray reports that:

Refugees say the authorities try to co-opt exist-
ing, respected religious leaders or replace them
with their own, more pliant, candidates who in turn
laud the government's religious policies to church
delegations from abroad.

The new leaders are variously described by foreign
Protestant clergymen who knew them befor 1975 as
"lightweights," and "toady opportunists."5/

According to a letter circulated last year by the Fellowship
of Reconciliation, an American peace organization, the Au Quang
Pagoda Buddhist Church of Vietnam had an "outstanding record” of
opposition to the Vietnam war, and after the war ended worked
"tirelessly for reconstruction, social justice and reconcilia-
tion." Nevertheless, the Fellowship reports:

The Vietnamese Government has stepped up efforts to

dissolve the existing Buddhist Church and replace
it with a completely controlled organization...é/

The situation in Vietnam : accu! tely described in this
year's Human Rights Report. So is the situation in China, where,
the report explains:

viuiawv D LA 1w Lk ALV wa e e = = e — —_——-— -

leadership of the party and the state 7/

There has been some relaxation of the limits on religious






and Revolutionary commitment. We feel that Marxism
offers an effective methodology to carry out
Christ's mandate to feed the hungry and clothe the
naked.9/

The Cuban Council of Churches is active on many interna-
tional fronts, and is often honored with a prominent place in the
programs of our own mainline Protestant Church agencies. But a
revealing assessment of the true size and importance of this so-
called "progressive" Cuban Christian group was provided by Jame
Wallace, a writer for a pro-Castro organizaton called the Cuba
Resource Center:

...there are probably no more than 200 éctive,
progressive Christians among some 50,000 Protest-
ants and several million Catholics. Throughout the
1960's and even today, a major criticism leveled
against the progressive Christians and institutions
(such as the seminary and MEC) by the majority of
Christians has been that they relate to or repre-

sent no base: They are portrayed as a person with
a big head and large mouth but no body.10/

The Soviet model -- the subversion of religious life rather
than mere religious repression -- seems to be the preferred
system in the Communist world. It is the model for the gover:
ments of Cuba and Vietnam, and has "~ »parent appeal for the
Sandinista government of Nicaragua, where a government-inspired
"peoples church" is being promoted as an alternative to the

1 1

Nicaragua's leaders are disarmingly candid in identifying

Havana 3 their new Rome. An article recently in the Ner V~wr\-

Times Magazine quotes the Sandinista Minister of Culture, Ernesto

N t vi it ( in 70 1 "] a
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second conversion®:

...then I saw that Cuba was the Gospel put into
practice.11/

Pope John Paul II's recent mission to Nicaragua was clearly
intended to counter this attempt at political subversion of the
authentic religious traditions and institutions of that country.

Fven in Eastern Europe, where ruling Communist Parties long
gave the impression of wanting "co-existence™ with well-esta-
blished religious institutions, there are signs of incre: Ing
State intrusion into church affairs, and heightened conflict with
churches which do not collaborate with Communist purposes. Al-
though there are many distinctive qualities to tﬁe circumstances
of the churches in Czechoslovakia, Poland, East Germany and Lith-
uania -- the situation of each in its own way bears out this
general point.

The churches of the Soviet bloc have most recently been ex-
ploited by the ruling politicél powers on behalf of the Soviet
peace offensive, This is accomplished in large measure through
the Christian Peace Conference, based in Prague -- an organiza-
tion with which, surprisingly, our own National Council of
Churches maintains warm official relations. The Christian Peace
Conference calls for disarmament and Christian pacifism -~ but

only on the part of the West. It acquiesces completely in Commu-

has even forthrightly endorsed the Soviet invasion of Afghanis-

tan.
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The purpose of this quite = :tchy survey is or* 7 to propos
that the problem of religious repression, a central issue on the
human rights agenda, merits further study by this Committee and
by the Department of State. There are many reasons to suspect
that the attitude of many Communist rulers toward religion is
changing. Once they despised religion as "the opium of the
people." Today they still regard religion as a dangerous drug --
but many Communist governments now seem interested in the
possibilities of becoming dealers in this supposed "drug."

The subversion of religion by the totalitarian state is by
far the most cruel and damaging form of religious repression. It
poisons the one vessel of conscience and spirit that often re-
mains to the subjects of police society. It violates history's
traditional place of consolation and sanctuary. It turns the
refuge of the oppressed into another of the torments of the
oppressor.

There will surely be some comment here about the defi-

ciencies of this year's Human Rights Report in treating the

uman rights violations of nations with which the United States
has some common interest or alliance. While it surely has some
imperfections, I consider this year's Report to be a serious and
careful survey of the condition of human rights in the world, and
I believe "33t of those associated with our Institute will share
tt : opinion. ~tt , c p n
its assessment of the freedoms of conscience, association, and
religious expression, it may if anything be too gentle in its

description of the abu_2s of religion in the Communist world.
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The government of the United Stat has many ways in which it can
attempt to influence the practices of even these adversary
systems. One hopes that these will soon receive at least as much
attention as the means we have for punishing our allies -~
attention that has long been neglected by the Executive Branch,

the Congress, and, not least, by many of our own churches.

#



2/
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Footnotes
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T :ve (New York: Schoel 1 Books, 1974.) p. 362.

Don Luigi Sturzo, Nationalism and Internationalism, (New
York: Roy Publishers, 1946) p. 40.

Press release, October 17, 1981; Religion in Communist
Dominated Areas, U475 Riverside Drive, New York, New York
10027.

Denis D. Gray, "Religion Under Fire in Communist Vietnam",
Newport News Daily Press, Nov. 22, 1981,

As reported in New World Outlook, January, 1982; published by
the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, New York,
New York.

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1982, U.S.

Department of State, p. 684.

From a transcript of the NBC "Today Show", June 6, 1972; as
published in the Cuba Resnurce Center WNewsletter. July, 1972,
p. 4.

As quoted in The United Methodist Reporter, Dallas, Texas,
September 9, 1,,7.

James Wallace, "Christians in Cuba®", The Cuba Resource Center
Newsletter, April, 1973.

As quoted in "Revolution and the Intellectual 1in Latin
Americg", by Alan Riding, The New York Times Magazine, March
13, 1983,













The Hon. Morton C. Blackwell
July 15, 1983
Page two

will help us tell its story to the American public. In addition,
we will, in the future, be soliciting signed editorials from bus-
iness and civic leaders to include in the news service package.

This program will be managed from our new Washington Office
under the direction of John Barth. The address is Suite 1010,
1010 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20005. The Phone number is
(202) 783-3350.

With best personal regards,

RWM/dmh

enclosure

























= INTERCESSORS FOR AMERICA

June 13, 1983

Mr. Penn Kemble

The Institute on Religion and Democracy
1000 16th Street N.W. Suite LL50
Washington, D. C. 20036

Dear Mr. Kemble:
I received a copy of your report, A Time For Candnv from Morton

Blackwell at the White House. I want to commend you un che thoroughness,
the relevance, and timeliness of this report.

I wonder if you have considered any kind of similar effort on
positions of the mainline churches toward the abortion issue? I cannot
help but feel that the stance of the mainline churches on this issue is
one of the major reasons that we have had difficulty enacting pro-life
legislation.

Again, thank you for your fine work.

Yours sincerely,

P> ,ovg P /
\, \// /7,7/} LL (et

gm
cc: Morton C. Blackwel®

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Interce ~or America, P.O. Box 1289, Elyria, Ohio 44036 (216) 327-51¢
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The Institute on Religion and Democracy™

1000 16th STREET N.W., SUITE LL 50
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

May 23, 1983

Mr. Morton Blackwell
Old Executive Bldg. Rm. 191
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

It was good of you to ask Mabel Shortley to call 1
note on the card after last Thursday's El Salvador grou
you and I cleared up my concern in our conversation at
that night.

I am enclosing a tentative program for our confe
"Religious Freedom East and West: The Human Rights
Eighties," which will be held on July 10-12. We would .
for your assistance in recruiting concerned religious pe
pation in this. Ihave asked Mary Ellen Bork (Judge Bo
your office to find out if you might be able to spare a :
over your suggestions on whom we might invite.

We have learned that Armando Valladares, released last year from
Cuba's prisons, will accept our annual religious liberty award during the

conference. He is a very moving figure, and should prove interesting to
many of your friends.

Sincerely,

oo,

Penn Kemble

Encl.

(202) 822-8627

ve in their own denominations, not as represe s of the institutic  sith which they are identified.











