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the incresasing attention Daid toO conservative i1cdeas cduring
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the last vear, despite the excitement we all still fszel at

the thought of enacting reforms we were able only to talk

h

about a few years ago, we conservatives should never forcet
our strength still lies in our faith in the good sense of
the Zmerican people -- and that the climate in Washington is

still opposed to those enduring values, those "psrmanent

hings" that we have always believed in.

f

But Washington's fascination with passing trends and
one-day headlines can sometimes cause us serious problems
over in the West Wing of the White House. As you know,
we've had some problems with leaks in our Administration.
In fact,~before we even made a decision to give away the
surplus cheese, the mice in Government warehouses had hired

a lobbyist..

And a few weeks acgo, vou may recall, stories about the
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MNow Tnat Loulsiana was purchased from rrance in 1803. The
tne land was acduired by France by right oi conguest
from Sza2in. The land came into possession of Spain in 1492

by rizzt of discovery by an Italian sailor, Christopher
Columous. The good Queen Isabella took the precaution of
receiving the blessing of the Pope . . . the Pope is emissary
of Jesus Christ, son of God. And God made the world.
Therefore, I believe that it is safe to assume that He also
made the part of the United States called Louisiana. And I
hope to hell you're satisfied."

Changing the habits of four decades, is, as 1 say,
going to take more than 402 days. But change will come. It
will come because we conservatives are in this thing for the
Along haul. We owe our first loyalty not to the trends or
special interests that dominate Washington, but to ideas and
principles that we discussed, debated, developed and popularized
over many years -- even as some in official Washington and
in the media, who are now so anxious to offer us advice,
rarely took notice.

Tast year I pointed to these principles as the rezal
source of our strength as a political movement and mentioned
some 0if the intellectual giants who fostered and develcped

P like ¢! v oD [ 1 1¢ 1e >UZ
individualism of America was part of deeper currents in
Western civilization, curresnts that dictated respect forvthe

law and *he careful preservation of our political traditions.
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in tha2 last decade has cone up by nearly 300 percent. In

1280 alone, spendling increased by 17 percent. Almost three

I h

the receral budget was being routinely referred

gaarcters c

to as "uncontrollable" largely due to increases 1in prograns

Fh

like fcod stamps, which had grown by a staggering 16,000

percent in the last 15 years or medicare and medicaid, which

had ¢grown by more than 300 percent in just 10 years. OCur
national dsbt was approcaching an incredible $1 trillion and

we were paving nearly $100 billion a year in interest on

that debt -- enough money to run the entire Federal Government
Attending to this spending spree was a tax burden that

had increased by 168 percent in just 10 years. Not only

that -- when this Administration came into office we were

looking &t a tex increas= from 1980 to 1584 of more thzan

S300 milliicn.
It was clear wuaere all of this was leading -- unliess we
stcgrzd thes szending juggernaut, unless we reversed the

trend tcwards higher and higher taxes, Government by 1984

woula consw  r ¢’ - or Quarter of the gross natio: 1L

W

es rate , ¢ < lng to ssve 1l

31

proauct. -arlatlion and. inte
studlss, would be heading towards 25 percent -- levels that
ifle enterprise and initiative and plunge the ¥ation

into evan czacer economic cri is.



Brooxs Adams once put it this way: "Nature has cast

Y

the United States into the vortex of the fiercest struggle
wnich the world has ever known. She has become the ! airt of

the economic system of the age, and she must maintain her

supremacy by wit and force, or share the fate of the discarded."

You may remember that at this point . st year much of
the smart money in Washington was betting -- as it is today --
on the failure of our proposals for restoring the economy.
It was said that we could neéver assemble the votes we needed
to cet our pbrogram for ecqnomic recovery through the Congress.
But assemble the votes we did:
-- For the first time in nearly 25 years we slowed the
speniing juggernaut and cot the taxpayers out from under the

ceamroller.
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scme $2 billion in Sust 6 montns last y ar. We've concentrated.
on criminal zrosecutions and we've cut back in other areas

like the multitude of films, pamphlets and public relations
experts -- or as we sometimes call them "the Federal flood
of flicks, flacks, and fold-outs."

-- We're cutting the size of the Federal payroll by
75,000 over the next few years -- and make no mistake about
this -- we will fight to dismantle two Cabinet departments,
the Department of Znergy and the Department of Education,
agencies whose policies have freguently been exactly the
opposite of what we need for real energy growth and sound,
rigorous education for our children.

Even now -- less than 5 months after our program took
full effect -- we've seen the first signs of recovery:
inflation has dropped dramatically by nearly 30 percent. 1In
January, leading economic indicators like housing permits
showed an up*turn. By 1983, we will begin bringingvﬁown the

percentace of the gross naticnal product consumed by both

Qur situation now 1s actually in scm® ways similar to
that wnhich conironted the United States and other Western
Ttecr Wo 1 ¥ II. Many economists then
were predicting a rsturn to depression conc the ¢ tmulus of
war-time spenaing was enaed. But people were weary of
wartime government controls -- and here and in other nations

like West Germany, thcose controls wer eliminated over the

Fh

acvice of the experts. it first there was a period o
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percant. But by 1947 the gross nationé product was holding
steacy, anc then 1in 1948 it increased by 4 vpercent. Unemployment

dropped 2 years in a row and in 1949, consumer prices were
actually decreasing.

A lot of the experts were wrong —-- they underestimated
the economic growth that occurs once Government stops meddling
and the people take over -- they were wrong then and they're
wrong now.

It 1s now the job of this Administration and of the
Congress to move forward with additional cuts in the growth
of Federal spending and thereby insure America's economic
recovery.

I want to be clear about this Administration's position
on the spending cuts now before the Congress and those tax
reductions we have already passed for the American people:
we are standing by our program, we will not turn back, we
will not run for cover, we will not sound retreat just as we
near csrtain victory. -

Now, in the discussion of Federal spending I think the
time nas come to put to rest one little bit of budget bunkum

cing the rounds all too fregusntly lately.
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I'm speaking of attempts to portray our desire to c¢et Government
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spwending under control as a har re2art 31 a:t

In the first place, even with the economies we have
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Es Lave Stdckman pointed out the other iy, we are
still provicing 95 mi”lion meals a y. We are still providing
$70 billion in health care to the elderly and the poor. We
are still providing an increasing level of income transfer
payments to those households who are without income. We are
still providing scholarships for a million or a million and
one-half students.

Only here in Wonderland on the Potomac, only here in
the city of 0z, would a budget this big and this generous be
characterized as a miserly attack on the poor.

But let's understand where some of these attacks originate.
They are coming from the very people whose past policies --
all done in the name of coméassion -—- brought us the current
recession. It was their policies of tax and tax, spend and
spend that drove up inflation and interest rates. And it
was their policies that stifled incentive and creativity and
halt I the movement of the poor up the sconomic ladder.

Some of this criticism is perfectly sincere. But let's
also understand that some of this criticism comes from those

who have a vested interest in a permanent welfare constituency

and in the government procrams that reinforce that dependency.

<t
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vested interest in poverty or dependency -- that these

tragedies must never be looked at as a source of votes for

politicians or zevchecks for bureaucrats -- they are bl gh
on O soc¢ "2+, bl 35 tha we must work to : , nc
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Crie man who held this cflice, & -rzgicdent vastliy uncarratcecd

by histcry, Calvin Ccclidge, pointed ocut that a nation that
is united 1n its belief in the work ethic, and its dasire

for commercial success and economic progress is usually a

D

re it 1s ezsier to pursue the

(L
)

healthy naticon -- a2 nation wh

o

higher things in life like the development of science, the
cultivation of the arts, the exploration of the great truths
of religion and higher learning.

In arguing for "economy" in gcvernment, President

Coolid spoke oif the burden of excessive government.

(V9]
()]

"I favor a policy of economy," he said, "not because

I wish to save money, but because I wish to save pe »>le.
The men and women of this country who toil are the

ones who bear the cost of the Government. Every dollar
that we carelessly waste means that their life will be
so much the more meager. Every dollar that we save
means that their life will be so much the more abundant.
Economy is idealism in its most practical form."

And this i1s the message we conservatives can bring to
the American people about our economic program. Higher
productivity, a larcer gress national product, a heéalthy Dow
jones avsrage, they ars our goals and they are worthy ones.

e+i~=2) <ozls or material
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gain -- it goes far Zeyvond these -- it concerns thcse conservatis

P 2 - - —-on U SR "= ..
iages ana P‘"--lClplES, ~lCss mermancells Zlincs, L spexe of
-
T\ e, e L ~ e — 3 e - - E o~ = 1 - - - ~
we want to axzanc pzrscnal frzedom, to renew the american
R T e T ol = i P U T =~ — - o =~ - - < vy
SLiIzZ2T LD ZUZIV e rXrilean. wWE SZ22K 7D I STOIXrZ 0nporcunich
Py s D
- ;e emn ~ = m- em Vi m e e sm ]l m Y meea— e e
=0d fTowWaIo, S 82z LQO V2LUT ZTILI T LI3CTnhAal acCchlavarEnt and






zCCcouUnTEs I0r T.7 TaIroonT 0 sha2 Trosg onETlionzl orocuTT

B T = J— — —_ = . -— - hl g T - = —~ -

cvel. walh OUI Lncrszsses, Tnhe IicUurse today 18 oniv L. TEertInT
= o -~ - 3 —~ —~

oI the gross national product.

Those who call for defense szgending cuts should think
long and hard about the reaction they are likely to get from
the Zmerican people. The Soviet Union outspends us by 50
percent on defense which consumes 15 percent of their grcss
national product. Opinion poll after opinion poll shows
that the American people are well aware of the danger of
neglecting our defenses; and that they are in no mood to
gamble with the readiness of our armed forces or the security
of our nation.

So let us be very clear about the course this Administration
is taking: we will press for further cuts in Federal spending,
we will protect the tax reductions already passed, we will
bolster spending on national defense.

And if the r~ngress hesita+e=s, we will +=ake our case to

the American people.
There will be no about-faces -- let me assure you, I do

all's

o
Fh

ntend to lead a Republican Zarty intc nsx

notc

h

election that stands for hicher taxss and cut-rate defense.

§
t

But iet me als0 assure you: II the other malor varty
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Surely cne 0f them will be this Zdministration's attsmzt

to give Government back to the people -— not just by controlling

Federal taxes and spending but by returning control over

Goverrnment's everyday decilsions to our states and localities.

(U

Federal grants in aid have grown from 32 programs in
1960, to over 500 programs in 198l1. Our Federalism proposal
would cut through this jungle of grants and return the bulk
of these procrams to State and local governments where they
can be made more responsive to the people.

This week, in our talks with the governors, we have
already made progress by starting a dialogue and I believe
we will eventually see the Congress pass t 1s program largely
in the form we have proposed.

But we will need your help. Already there are those

who are saying that our Federalism proposal is just a short-

term wonder, a tzmporary enthusiasm 0f just one more administration

T~ - 4+ £ - - = ~ =
in Washinzston. But I thinx thay are Iorgettling we are
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cegp in corszsrostlve princizles 2 have tz1XHed 2 long time

about revitvallzing our system OI rederaliism. NOw with a
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O.X blate anl 1Lolax OVESX LIL&EliTE ] we& Can 5SS govelrnment back

to the people. Let me assurfe you: this gpropssali lies at
tne heart of our legislative agenda for the next year and we

need your active sucoort in getting it passed.
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Anc there 1s the matter of abortion -- perhaps the most
serious moral guestion and the most potentially divisive
issue tc face this Nation since slavery. I support a
prohibition of abortions -- but I believe we must also
realizsz that a great educational dialogue lies before us in
achieving this goal: we must with calmness and resolve help

h of our fellow Americans understand that

the vast majority
1.55 million abortions performed in 2Zmerica last year amount

to a great moral evil, an assault on the sacredness of human
life.

Finally, there is the broblem of crime -- a problem
whose cravity cannot be underestimated. As you know, this
Administration has moved, in its appointments to the Federal

bench and in its legislative proposals for bail and parole

LA ~oaq 3 A== ~a e k. ~ee g e
reform, to assist in the battle against the lawless. 3ut we
TaST nsver Iciget that cur L2cal system dces not neac rsform
20 TUzh 235 it re=zds transicrrztion —-- and this caznnot occur
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But let us never Ifcrgst that even more is at stake iz
the next few years than Just these issues -~ more than
spending cuts, military readiness, a sound economy Or a
conservative House and Senate.

We live today in a time of a great climatic struggle
for the human spirit -- a time that will tell whether the
great civilized ideas of individual liberty, representative
Government and the rule of law under God will perish or
endure.

Whittaker Chambers, that great, gallant man who stood
as a witness for "the permanent things" even as he was
ridiculed and dismissed by Washington's wisemen, reflected
once upon this drama of our:  times.

"For in this century, within the next decades," he
said, "will be decided for generations whether all mankind
is to become communist, whether the whole world is to become

free, or whether, in the strugole, civilization as we kacw

~

it is toc be completely destroyed or completely changed.

ot

te to live upcn that turning point in history.
More recently, a scholar at the Hudson Institute remi ied

at we are living today "in the most dramatic and important
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Ifax Singer sees the uniqueness of America in history as
part of mankind's remarkable story of progress during the

past two cg nturies.
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of fcrces I nature. Now wg ars somewnere near the
ri1dsle ¢I a zZrocess of econcmic development that will
taxe scme £C0 vszars. At the end of that process almost
n2 one will liwve in a country as poor as thes richest

try oI th=2 past. There will be many more people,
iivinz Long, healthy lives, with immense knowledge
») to Zezarn than anvbody has time for -- largely
o ccpe with the fOICE: of nature, and almost
zrent to distance.!

This 1s the new age mankind can somecay enjoy 1f today
we Amaricans can but persevere in the cause of frsedom. It
is a vision worthy of us, of our great Nation, of our beginnings
as a pecople.

Winston Churchill said once during the cdarkness of
Britain's struggle for survival, "When great causes are on
the move in the world . . . we learn that we are spirits,
not animals, and that sometﬁing is going on in space and
time and beyond scace and time, which, whether we like it or
not, spells duty."

Fellow Americans, fellow conservatives, our duty,

smerica's duty, 1s before us tonight -- let us cgo forward

catermined to ssrve selflessly 2 vision of man with God,

ror it 1s now our task to tend and prsserve -- through
the darkest and ccldest of nignts -- that "sacred fire of
liberty" that rresident wWashington spoxe ¢of two centuries
=30 -=- a = ol & 1S tonignht con t©o all the -
oppressed of tne world, snining forth from this kindly

pleasant greening land called America. -
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Perhaps more than any other group, you grassroots leaders and
activists, your voluntarily supported organizations, your
remarkably effective training programs, vour candidate recruit-
ment ctivities, your long years of hard work have turned the
tide of American politics. You have a heavy responsibility

in 1982.

If and only if you rededicate yourselves to making more needed
changes in the elections this year can we all succeed.

The alternative would be disaster. Our foes are gathering
their forces. They want to march this country back into the
depths from which we have begun to rise. They want to cut
national defense. They want to resume their careers by taking
ever bigger bites from every 2 =2rican's paycheck.

They want to go back to the rip-off society, to skyrocketing
inflation. They want to remount their saddles on the backs of
the taxpayers.

They have no plan to bring our country back to economic health.
They have no plan for adequate defense preparedness.

They must be beaten again. With your dedicated help, we will
beat them again ... and again.




























THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release February 18, 1983

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE
CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL ACTION CONFERENCE DINNER

The Sheraton Washington Hotel
Washington, D.C.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. (Applause.)
Thank you. You did that once already. Ladies and gentlemen,
Mr. Chairman, Reverend Clergy, Mickey, I thank you very much
for those very kind words and I thank all of you for certainly
a most hearty and warm welcome.

I'm arateful to the American Conservative Union,
Young Americans for Freedom, National Review, and Human Events
for organizing this third annual memorial service for the

Democratic platform of 1980. (Applause.) Someone asked
me why I wanted to make it three in a row, well, you know
how the Irish love wakes. (Laughter.) But I'm delighted to

be back here with you, at your tenth annual conference. 1In
my last two addresses, I've talked about our common
perceptions and goals and I thought I might report to you
here tonight on where we stand in achieving those goals --
a sort of state of the Reagan report, if you will.

Now, I'm the first to acknowledge that there is a
good deal left unfinished on the conservative agenda. Our
clean-up crew will need more than two years to deal with the
mess left by others for over half a century. {Applause.)

But I'm not disheartened. In fact, my attitude about that
unfinished agenda isn't very different from that expressed in an
anecdote about one of my favorite Presidents, Calvin Coolidge, --
(laughter) -~ Some of you may know that after Cal Coolidge was
introduced to the sport of fishing by his Secret Service detail, it
got to be quite a passion with him, if you can use that word
about "Silent Cal". (Laughter.) But, anyway, he was once

asked by reporters how many fish were in one of his favorite
angling places, the River Brule. And Coolidge said the waters
were estimated to carry 45,000 trout. And then he said, "I
haven't caught them all yet, but I sure have intimidated them."
(Laughter.)

It's true we haven't brought about every change important
to the conscience of a conservative, but we conservatives can
take a great deal of honest pride in what we have achieved.
In a few minutes I want to talk about just how far we've come
and what we need to do to win further victories. But right now
I think a word or two on strategy is in order. You may remember
that in the past, I mentioned that it was not our task as
conservatives to just point out the mistakes made over all
the decades of liberal government, not just to form an able
obposition, but to govern, to lead a nation. And I noted this
would make new demands upon our movement, upon all of us.

Fc 1l ;v
a wt le new cadre __ ,___, ___ __ ratives in yovernment. we ve
shown the conservatives can do more than criticize -- we've
shown that we can govern and move our legislation through the
Congress.

Now, I know there is concern over attempts to roll
back some of the gains that we've made. And it seems to me that

here v~ ~-~"t to give some thought to strategy -- to making sure
v p} 1 th: < t W ct.
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But, you know, making government responsive again
to the people involves more than eliminating waste, and fraud
and inefficiency. Durina the decades when government was intruding
into areas where it is n_ither competent nor needed, it was
also ignoring its legitimate and constitutional duties such as
preserving the domestic peace and preserving -- or providing
for the common defense.

I'll talk about defense in a moment. I know you've
already heard about that today, some of you. But on the matter o
domestic order, a few things need to be said. First of all, it
is abundantly clear that much of our crime problem was provoked
by a social philosophy that saw man as primarily a creature
of his material environment. The same liberal phi ophy that saw
an era of prosperity and virtue ushered in by chan J man's
environment through massive federal spending programs also
viewed criminals as the unfortunate products of poor socio-economic
conditions or an underprivileged upbringing. Society, not the
individual, they said, was at fault for crir nal wrongdoing. We

were to blame.

Today a new political consensus utterly rejects
this point of view; the American people demand that government
exercise its legitimate and constitutional duty to punish
career criminals -- those who consciously choose to make their
life by preying on the innocent. (Applause.)

Now, we conservatives have been warning about the
crime
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our coinage. The Supreme Court opens its proceedings with a
religious invocation. And the Congress opens each day with
prayer from its chaplains. The schoolchildren of the United
States are entitled to the same privileges as Supreme Court
Justices and Congressmen. (Applause.) Join me in persuading

the Congress to accede to the overwhelming desire of the American
people for a constitutional amendment permitting prayer in

our schools. (Applause.)

Finally, on our domestic agenda, there is a subject
that weighs heavily on all of us, the tragedy of abortion on
demand. This is a grave moral evil and one that requires the
fullest discussion on the floors of the House and Senate. As
we saw in the last century with the issue of slavery, any
attempt by the Congress to stifle or compromise away discussion
of important moral issues only further inflames emotions on both
sides and leads ultimately to even more social disruption and
disunity.

So, tonight, I would ask that the Congress discuss
the issue of abortion openly and freely on the floors of the
House and Senate. Let those who believe the practice of abortion
to be a moral evil join us in taking this case to our fellow
Americans. And let us do so rationally, calmly, and with an
honest regard for our fellow Americans.

Speaking for myself, I believe that once the implications
of abortion on demand are fully aired and understood by the
American people, they will resolutely seek its abolition. I
know there are many who sincerely believe that limiting the right
of abortion violates the freedom of choice of the individual.

But if the unborn child is a living entity, then there are two
individuals, each with the right to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. (Applause.) Unless and until someone
can prove the unborn is not alive, and all medical evidence
indicates it is, then we must concede the benefit of the doubt
to the unborn infant.

But whether it's -- (Applause) =-- whether it's cutting
spending and taxing, shrinking the size of the deficit, ending
overregulation, inefficiency, fraud and waste in government,
cracking down on career criminals, revitalizing American education,
pressing for prayer and abortion legislation, I think you can see
that the agenda we've put before America these past two years
has been a conservative one. Oh, and there are two other matters
that I think you'd be interested in. First, as part of our
federalism effort, next week we will be sending to the Congress
our proposal for four megablock grants that will return vital
prerogatives to the states where they belong. (Applause.) And,
second, the Office of Management and Budget will press ahead with
new regulations prohibiting the use of federal tax dollars for
purposes of political advocacy. {Applause.)

And these important domestic initiatives have been
complemented by the conservative ideas we've brought to the pursuit
of foreign policy. In the struggle now going on for the world,
we have not been afraid to characterize our adversaries for what
they are. We have focused world attention on forced labor on
the Soviet pipeline and Soviet repression in Poland and all
the other nations that make up what is called the "fourth world" --

We publicized the evidence of chemical warfare and
other atrocities in Cambodia, which we're now supposed to call
Kampuchea, and in Afghanistan. We pointed out that totalitarian
powers hold a radically different view of morality and human
dignity than we do. We must develop a forward strategy for
freedom, one based on our hope that someday representative

will be 1 11 »pl 11 1 1 bl s
ws wie ww.ch, (Applause.)
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As America watched them, some in wheelchairs, all of them
proud, there was a feeling that as a nation we were coming together,
coming together again, and that we had at long last brought the
boys home.

"A lot of healing . . . went on," said Jan Scruggs, the
wounded combat veteran who helped organize support for the
memorial. And then there was this newsvaper account that

appeared after the ceremonies. 1I'd like to read it to you.
"Yesterday, crowds returned to the memorial. Among them was
Herbie Petit, a machinist and former marine from New Orleans.
'Last night,' he said, standing near the wall, 'I went out to
dinner with some ex-marines. There was also a group of college
students in the restaurant. We started talking to each other and
before we left, they stood up and cheered. The whole week,'
Petit said, his eyes red, 'it was worth it just for that.'"
(Applause.)

It has been worth it. We Americans have learned again
to listen to each other, to trust each other. We've learned that
government owes the people an explanation and needs their support
for its actions at home and abroad. And we've learned -- and
I pray this time for good -- that we must never again send our
young men to fight and die in conflicts that our leaders are
not prepared to win. (Applause.) Thank you very much.

Yet, the most valuable lesson of all, the preciousness
of human freedom, has been relearned not just by Americans but
all the people of the world. 1It is "the stark lesson" that
Truongs Nhu Tang, one of the founders of the National Liberation
Front, a former Viet Cong minister and vice-minister of the
postwar Vietnamese Communist government, spoke of recently when
he explained why he fled Vietnam for freedom. "No previous
regime in my country," he wrote about the concentration camps
and boat people of Vietnam, "brought such numbers of people to
such desperation. Not the military dictators, not the colonialists,
not even the ancient Chinese warlords. It is a lesson that my
compatriots and I learned through witnessing and through suffering
in our own lives the fate of our countrymen. It is a lesson
that must eventually move the conscience of the world." This man
who had fought on the other side learned the value of freedom
only after helping to destroy it and seeing those who had had
to give it up.

The task that has fallen to us as Americans is to move
the conscience of the world, to keep alive the hope and dream of
freedom. For if we fail or falter, there'll be no place for
the world's oppressed to flee to. This is not a role we sought.
We preach no manifest destiny. But like the Americans who
brought a new nation into the world 200 years ago, history has
asked much of us in our time. Much we've already given. Much
more we must be prepared to give.

This is not a task we shrink from. It's a task we
welcome. For with the privilege of living in this kindly,
pleasant greening land called America, this land of generous
spirit and great ideals, there is also a destiny and a duty,

a duty to preserve and hold in sacred trust mankind's age-old
aspirations of peace and freedom and a better life for generations

to come.

God bless you all and thank you for what you're doing.
(Applause.)
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