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Office of the Washington, D.C. 20420
Administrator
of Veterans Affairs
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Dear Concerned VeteranS:

The President has asked me as his newly designated Acting
Administrator of Veterans Affairs to respond to your recent com-
munication regarding issues of particular concern to Vietman Vet-
erans. He has personally appointed me Acting Administrator until
such time as the Senate confirms his nominee, Mr. Robert Nimmo, as
Administrator of Veterans Affairs.

First, you may have been unaware that the President had decided
to continue the ongoing work of the Interagency Work Group which
has been the focal point within the government for research on the
possible effects of Agent Orange. While some activities and programs
of the Federal government have been slated for substantial reductions
or eliminations, the President's fiscal year 1982 budget contains
$9,540,000 of budgeted monies for research on the possible effects
of Agent Orange. This is more than 300% greater than the $3,126,000

budgeted for Agent Orange in the current fiscal year of 1981.

An unfortunate legacy of the Vietman conflict is the continuing
concern of many veterans that they may have suffered or may yet
develop health problems as a result of long-term effects of certain
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President is committed to the fullest possible scientific examination
of these concerns, with the aim of insuring that this matter is
dealt with fairly and equitably. The important scientific research

being coordinated by the White House Interagency Work Group, including



the Air Force Ranch Hand Personnel Study, will be a major priority
of this Administration.

Second, in the overall figures for the Veterans Administration,
the President's budget set out budget authority for fiscal year 1982

of $24.2 billion. This was an increase of $1.3 billion over the 22.9

Wbillion budget authorization for current year 1981. 1In addition,
$S97 million was added by the Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution
which will permit the Veterans Administration to: (1) operate with
no reductions in personnel in the Department of Medicine and Surgery,
(2) operate with no reductions 1in Veterans services. |

Third, the President feels it is important to correct a wide-
spread misunderstanding with respect to the funding of the Vietnam
Veteran Outreach Centers. Many Vietnam Veterans have contacted the
President in recent days expressing their dismay that these Outreach
Centers are to be discontinued.

The President, in his nationally televised speech before the
Congress on April 28th, stressed his support of the Reagan Bi-partisan
Budget Resolution which restored most of the previously proposed cuts
in Veterans programs. The level of funding restored is more than
enough to fund the Outreach Centers, with a proposed budget of
$26 million for FY '82 as opposed to only $12 million expended in
FY '81. '

The Congress has authorized the President's spending levels but
must now pass legislation specifically extending the life of the Out-
reach Centers. This has the overwhelming support of both parties in
both the House and Senate. The President wants you to know that
he is specifically committed to keeping the Outreach Centers funded
and open when Congress authorizes and appropriates funds for this
program.
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by the White House to stop blans to implement any proposed reductions
in Veterans programs which were reversed and restored by the Reagan

Bi-partisan Budget Resolution.




The American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, AMVETS, Blinded
Veterans Association, and Jewish War Veterans have all endorsed the
Reagan Bi-partisan Budget Resolution which contains the President's
aforementioned support of veteran's programs.

My office looks forward to working with you now and in the future.
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Donald L. Custis
Acting Administrator
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June 17, 1981

Mr. Morton Blackwell

Room 134

0ld Executive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Morton,

This is to confirm your speaking engagement at CALL's legislative
briefing at 10:30 a.m., Monday, July 27 at the the Quality Inn-Capitol
Hill (415 New Jersey Ave., N.W.).

It would be ideal if you could speak for roughly 30 minutes on the
important role conservative grassroots organizations like CALL play in
the passage of conservative legislation, specifically the President's
Economic Recovery Program.

We look forward to having you with us. We'll be in touch.

Sincerely,
&/
Lt —
Rhonda

P.S. Morton, if you have any fantastic horror stories about grassroots
lobbying, now is the time!

RKS/mf

cc: Maiselle Shortley



TO: *ﬂypfm
FROM: Kris Kol snik

DATE: May 6, 1981

RE: letter to President Reagan/CALL activities

I thought you might be interested in our recent
activities on the budget fight, as outlined in
this letter to President Reagan.






President Ronald Reagan
Page two

Whenever and wherever feasible, CALL will continue to implement
grassroots campaigns to educate the constituents of powerful House leaders
Tip O'Neill (House Speaker), Jim Wright (Majority Leader), Jamie Wnitten
(Appropriations Committee Chairman) and Henry Reuss (Joint Economic
Committee Chairman). We will also continue to try to persuade the
Conservative Democratic Forum members of the benefits of your Economic
Recovery Program. The scope and effectiveness of these efforts will depend
on availsble resources.

Mr. President, these are some of the activities that CALL has
undertaken to assist you in your battle to reverse the dangerous trends in
the fmerican economy. With CALL's members working together with you and
thousands of other concerned citizens, I know we can change fmerica's
economic future.

I pray for your continued success and speedy recovery.

Warmest regards.

Sincerei.
C

e H~_
ohn T. Dolan

National Director

JTD/keg
Enclosures























































































