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_Atroduction

This report presents the findings of a survey conducted for the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee among a representative
national sample of registered voters: The survey was ur ":rt <cen
by Peter D. Hart Research Associates, Inc., and Lynch Research,
Inc., to provide in-depth public opinion data about the current
political climate in America, the public's attitudes toward key
issues facing the nation, and the opportunities and challenges
confronting Democrats in the U.S. Congre 3.

The interviewing for this survey was conducted by trained
members of the Hart Research field staff between August 12 and
August 17, 1983, with a national cross section of 1032 registered
voters. The interviews were administered by telephone; the
average length of each interview was 30 minutes.

Respondents were selected by scientific random sampling
techniques in a way that gave every reéiétered voter living in
a telephone-equipped household an equal chance of being inter-
viewed. The sample was drawn on the basis of voting data from

the 1980 election for president and 1980 U.S. Census data.
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MONITION

This report is strictly confidential and 1s intended as a working
document for the use ¢ 1ts sponsors. It is for strategic purpc :2s
only and not for release to the public or the press. In the event
of any public release that distorts d; misrepresents the survey
findings, the survey research organizations contracted to under-

take the study reserve the right to take appropriate corrective

action.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF
KEY _ 'RATEGIC FINDINGS

Polaw P Llawd B oy A\ mamsefis (e



(1) More than at any other time in the past six years, the Democratic

Party can look ahead to the next two years.with confidence about its

prospects for convincing the American people that the Democratic approach

is the right one for the.nation's future. In this regard, a n—%er of
findings from the national survey conducted for the Democratic

Congressional Campaign Committee are particularly relevant.

o The issues highest on the public's agenda all tend to
be ones on which Americans perceive the Democrats to
have more to offer than the Republicans: dc-'ing with
unemployment and the need for jobs, | wping world i :e
and limiting the nu =~ ~ arms race, helping the elderly
and protecting prog essential to financial security
in retirement years, and protecting the enviromment. It
is clearly in the Democrats' best interests to keep the
focus squarely on this set of issue concerns for the
rest of this Congress.

o The Republican Party's perceived advantage on key
fiscal policy issues has declined substantiaily in the
past two years. While in 1981 the Republ’ S were
Seen as superior on the issue of balancing the federal
budget by a margin of 55% to 13%, the G.O.P. edge on
this issue now stands at just 33% to 22%. On the issue
of taxes, the Republican advantage has ercded from a
43% to 23% margin in 1981 to a much narrower 36% to 32%
margin toaay.

o When Americans voice their current preferences in the
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o Third, in orc ° to maximize its advantage on issues
like nuclear arms control and to prevent the
Republicans from turning the debate in on them, the
Democrats must show that they represent a sound and
balanced approach to meeting America's defense
neeas~~that they know what must be done to protect the
nation's vital interests. At this stage, the
Republicans have a 48% to 24% advantage when it comes
to suring a strong national defense, and the public
is hardly of one mind when it comes to what is at stake
for the United States in the Central American
situation.

(5) The Democrats can win on the economic issue because a large majority of
Americans are dissatisfied with the condition of the econcmy today, and
most of them do not expect the country to make that much progress next year
in —oving toward good economic times. The Democrats must acknowledge the
recovery; however, if they do their job well and keep the focus on the
future, they neea n - fear the political ramifications of the recovery.
This is so for three main reasons. First, while fully TT% of the public
feel some recovery is taking place, just 38% believe this represents the
start of a long-term period of econcmic growth leading to good econcmic
times. An equal proportion feel the current recovery is just a temporary
upturn that will not really solve our long-term econamic problems, and
another 19% say there is no recovery and the economy is not getting bett

at all. Second, Americans do not feel the Reagan Administration can
rightfully claim & 1. 1

upturn; just 33% say President Reagan deserves almost all or a major share
of the credit for the upturn, while 65% give him just part or very little
of the credit. Third, the vast majority of Americans do not feel this
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economic issue to the Republicans. We also note that the public is not
especially eager for an industrial policy that ma s gov 'rment an
intrusive force in running the private sector econamy.

On every specific economic policy tested in this survey, *—2ricans

tend to see Ro ld Reagan as f-"1ling short.

(6) If the Democrats can improve their reputation for fiscal
responsibility, there is a good opportunity to make the Reagan deficits a
1 Jjor point of attack against the Republicans. There is more educational
work to be done in informing the public about the size of the Reagan
deficits and about how they com re to the deficits of previous
administrations. If this is done, the hallmark of Reagan's one claim to
sound econamic management can be destroyed. We recommend using the
deficits issue as an econamic issue—building the case that Ronald Reagan
has not been able to make his own program work. We note that the publié
gives Reagan very little credit for lowering their taxes, suggesting that
they have little sense of investn it in this part of the Reagan progr—.
The big Reagan defense budgets, rather than tax cuts that went too far, are

seen as the real cause of the large Reagan ¢ “icits. ' -
(7) In terms of ¢ “2nse and foreign policy, the central objective for the
failure to do enough to ensure a safer world and to resolve conflicts

before they become more : ‘ious. In short, the goal should be to put the

spotlight more on what Reagan is failing to do than on preventing him from
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cast*~g the de Le more affirmatively around his own initiatives.

At ‘'icans fear that the U.S. is drifting toward war in Central America, and
there also is considerable concern that not enough is being done to
eliminate the possibility of nuclear war, .

While the public wants an affirmative policy to prevent war before it
happens and to secure peace, they by no means want "peace at any
price"—and the Democrats will be in trouble if they are seen in this
context. On Central America, for example, opinion is extremely divided:
38% 1y the top goal of our policy should be doing whatever "~ n ¥ ¥y to
prevent a communist takeover, and 42% say the top priority should be
avoiding U.S. military involvement. At this stage, 42% support the Reagan
Administration’s Central American policy and 42% oppose it. ﬁé note that
this poll was taken before the Soviets shot down the orean airliner. The
“key point for the Democrats here is that they must hoid the middle on the
defense issue and show that Reagan is the one wp' 2 views about what should
be done to ensure a safe, secure world for America are not balanced enough.
The Democratic Pabty should be extremely careful about conceding the middle
ground here by beccaming perceived as risky in its own right beca e of a
failure to show its commitment to meeting America's legitimate interests.

As a budget issue, the Democrats are on strong ground with defense.
States will s] 1d too much on defense and waste 1lot of money ti : cc d

be better used in other areas than they are about the risk of spending too

little on national defense and not doing enough to deter the Russians.
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Sumnary

Four years ago the political tides turned against the Democratic Party
because the voters saw the Democrats as ineffective stewards of the

tion's affairs, whose underlying agenda related to the past rather ti—
the present or the future, and whose approach lacked the balance necessary
to keep America on an even keel. For the rest of this Congress, Democrats
have the opportunity to retake the offensive and reassert their leadership
for the average American—-to prove t° € they, rather than the Republic--s,
have the ic s, know-how, and conmitment to deal with the challenges f 3
the nation and to move the country forward toward its fundamental goals.

In making their case to the public, congressional Democrats must
demonstrate that their agenda is America's agenda— jobs and a strategy for
long-term econamié growth, a safe and secure world, a govermment that both
r ognizes the r lities of its limits and understands its respoi (biliti
in meeting the basic needs of the American people. — ere obviou™v ~ o e
than enough to criticize in the Reagan/Republ;cgn approach, but merely
complaining about the status quo under the Republi 1 Administration will
not be sufficient to carry the day. The fundamental objective must be to
Speak to the public's fears and hopes for the future, and to identify the
Democratic Party as the one that can provide the leadership to deal with

them.
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A KEY TO ... SYMBOLS USFD TN TF®SE TART.FS

(m) Multiple responses accepted; totals may be greater than 1(_7%.

* Less than one-half of one percent.

@ Percentages calculated only on the basis of those respondents
who expressed an opinion; '"not sure" responses excluded from
calculations.

+ Base too small to be statistically relilable.
++ Base too small to be statlstlically analyzed.
(VOL) Volunteered response.

NA Not applicable.
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Q.7.

ATTITUDES TOWARD. REET.FECTINM RONAT B REAGAN

Total
East
Midwest
South

West

Strong Democrats
rak Democrats

Independents

Weak Republicans

Strong Republicans

Vote Democratic for Congress .
Vote Republican for Congress
Undecided on vote for Congress

Men
We 2n

Working women

Age 18-24

Age 25-34 .
Age 35-49

Age 50-64

Tl

Would Would Would

Vote To Consider Vote To

Reelect Scmecne Else  Replace Not- Su
) 3 b %
8 -z 32 13
26 28 33 13
26 25 35 14
32 30 26 12
30 23 36 11

6 25 57 12
14 33 42 11
23 28 27 22
48 29 10 13
73 12 9 6
10 30 51 9
57 24 11 8
26 25 25 24
32 27 29 12
25 26 35 14
20 25 39 16
22 44 25 9
27 27 32 14
29 23 38 10
28 28 31 13-
mnt!
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q.25.

REACTIONS TO A SELECTED STATEMENT

"Ronald Reagan may have been a logical choice for
what we needed in 1980, but we need a different
approach for the future.,"

Agree Disagree Not- Sure
o n = e
Total 55 37 3
Strong Democrats , 81 12 7
Weak Democrats 71 23 6
Independents 50 35 15
Weak Republicans 33 59 8
Strong Republicans 19 76 5
Vote Democratic for Congress 76 18 6
Vote Republican for Congress 29 65 &
Undecided on vote for Congress 50 39 1R
Swing on Reagan 62 24 14
Men 52 42 6
Wemen ' 59 32 9
Working wcmen 61 . - 31 8
Professionals/executives 44 46 10
White collar/sales workers 53 40 7
Upper inccme blue collar workers 52 36 12
Lower inccme blue collar workers 68 29 3
Retired 52 41 7
Ur om he T s 66 27 7
Blacks o 1. b
Hispanics + 68 25 7
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Q.25. .o

REACTTONS TN A SELECTED STATEMENT

"Ex | though there may be some problems with the
Reagan approach, the Democrats do not have
responsible alternatives.™

Agree Disagree Not- Sure

% %
Total 53 7 10
Strong Democrats 36 55 "9
Wei = Democrats 43 48 9
1 dents . 53 29 18
Weak Rer "1licans 70 22 8
Strong Republicans 78 15 7
Vote Democratic for Congress 40 52 8
Vote Republican for Congress 73 20 7
Undecided on vote for Congress 54 32 14
Séing on I gan 52 36 12
Men 58 34 8
Women 48 40 12
Age 18-24 _ L 52 5
Age 25-34 60 32
2 35-49 5T 34 9
Age 50-64 53 35 12
Age 65 and over 48 38 14
Professionals/executives 62 29 9
White collar/sales workers 54 39 7
’ “lar v -kers 63 29 8

———v—e e lar workers ! o

Union households 50 43 7
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. Q.15a.

(cont'd)

STATTMENT AN TUE CHIRRENT. FOANOMTO. STT T TN, SELECT

Blacks

} inics +

Upper income workers

Upper middle inccme work 's

Lower middle income ' rkers
Lower income workers -

Jobs concern
Deficit target

V.

—

Statanent Stateme . St amment Depends

. --B. --L. (YA)  Not- Sure
2 19 2 -
19 30 46 1 4
23 43 30 2
55 32 10 2 1
, M u7 9 2 1
32 43 22 2 1
29 36 32 2 1
28 44 24 2 2
31 42 24 1 2

Peter D. Hart ~e=sesrdh As=eE.: ||












Q. 1%a.

fall ll-

TNDICATICNS OF WHETHER. FEDERAL TAXES PAID 3Y- PTOPCNDENT AND- HIS- OR HER- FAMILY

STNCE. RONALD PFAGAN RFCAMF, PRESTMFNT. HAVE BEEN- REDUCED AND,- IF- SO,

WHETHER REDUCTICNS HAVE HELPED-

SPONDENT

Tbtal

Strong Democrats
Weak Democrats
Independents

Weak Republicans
Strong Republicans

Men
Women

Working wcmen

Professionals/executives
White collar/sales workers

Upper inccome
blue collar workers

Lower inccme

blue cocllar workers
Upper income workers
Upper middle inccme workers
Lower middle inccme workers
Lower inccme workers

~ = =Reduced - - -
- Stayed Helped Did Not
Incre :d The Same | A-Lot Help ' h Not Sure

% p % % %
2B s o3 5
52 4 10 7
43 36 4 13 4
36 35 5 17 7
35 39 7 14 5
33 33 13 17 4
35 37 7 17 4
u8 32 4 10 6
L6 36 2 12 4
34 36 10 17

43 37 13

50 31 4 13 2
41 37 5 11 6
37 34 9 17 3
o 33 7 14 2
43 36 4 13 4
u2 34 6 11 T
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