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NEWS RELE! I

FROM: RICHARD A. VIGUERIE, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, NATIONAL TELEVISION
CORPORATION, 7777 LEESBURG PIKE, FALLS CHURCH, VA 22043

CONTACT: RT KELLY, (703) 356-0440, EXT. 277

FOR IMMED. TE RE™ T1\SE \

In a recorded i terview on Conservative Counterpoint, to be
telecast at 6:30 PM, EST, Wednesday, January 19, 1983, on the
Satellite Program Network (SPN), Secretary of Interior James G. Watt
has advocated abolition of federal Indian reservations.

"If you want an example of the failures of socialism, don't go
to Russia -- come to America and go to the Indian reservations,"

watt said.

Watt stated that the 1.4 million American Indians who live on
the 50 million acres of reservations maintained by the federal
government were experiencing tremendous difficulties, especially
drug abuse, alcoholism, unemployment, divorce, and venereal disease.

"Eve y social problem is exaggerated because of socialistic
governmer policies on the Indian reservation...because the people
have been trained through 100 years of government oppression to look
to the government as tI creator, as the provider, as the supplier,
and have ot been trained to use the initiative tq integrate into
the Amer: an system," Watt said.

"If e had treated the black people in America like we're now
treating the Indians...there would be a social revolution that w ild
tear the country up. But Congress tolerates the abusive government
actions on Indians. I try to liberate them and get sguashed by the
liberal Democrats in the House of Representatives," he said.

Watt was interviewed by Howard Phillips, national director of
The Conservative Caucus, and Jeffrey St. John, a columnist and
commentator. Conservative Counterpoint is produced by Richard A.
Viguerie through National Television Corporation.

3






Q: Is that the basis of much of the legitimate anger of many of the Indian
leaders, f 'getting the radicals for a moment (who) are using the Indian

issues...t @ fact that they literally live on a plantation?

WATT: Thi 's correct with big Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of the
Interior controlling their rights. Now therevare some benefits to that.

Q: Sure. Isn't it true that some of the established Indian leaders have a
-strong personal stake in the present policy and oppose what they call

termination?

WATT: In the Great Society, we came in with all these legal aides and all these
programs 1d made federal funds available to fund Indian Governments. So if
you're t! chief or { chairman, you're ‘interested in keeping this group of
people a: 2mbled on a desert environment where theré are no jobs, no agriculture
potential, no water, because if the Indians were allowed tp be liberated, they'd
go and get a job and'that guy wouldn't have his government handout as a

government Indian pa' official.



-~

v ®

.Q:  The)y re become Ward Bosses. I've heard Senator Goldwater in Arizona talk

about the impact'of 1 leral legal services programs in taking an Indian
community that was once very conservative in its values, radicallizing it
political y, and then turning it out on a reliable basis for ‘1iberal

candidati

WATT: 1In too many instances. Now they're ... fortunately there are some great
American 1dian peopl that want to bring freedom to their people.- They want
their people have jobs and take their social place and we've béen working with

them and > it's very discouraging with the limitations that Congress gives us

.with the laws. It's very encouraging when you work with a few of the Indian

--people because they are electing some good people. There is hope if we'll let

our peop’ go. We ought to have ... if we had treated the black people in
America like we are now treating Indiaﬁs or the ChineSe or any of these other
minority roups there would be a social revolution that would tear the country
up. But Congress tolerates the abusive gbvefnmeﬁt'qctions on Indians and I vy
to liberi 2 them and get squashed by the liberal Democrats in the Hbuserf

Represeni :.ives.
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Amevrica, and particularly to thce American Indian who deserves so
much better attenti | than the government has given him for 100
years. It's a problem we cannot afford to sweep under the rug.
Let's address it, let's solve it. Let's don't just throw money
at symptoms. Let's help those people help themselves rather
than abuse them like the government has done in the past 100
years. It's a sh: eful thing we've done.

HARTMAN: Secretary James Watt, thank you for joining
us this morning.

WATT: Great, good to be with you.
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We have ) million acres of Indian reservations, 1.4
mi- " "on Am¢ “>an 1 ”'ins, and every social problem is exaggerated
because of rial; tic government policies on the Indian reserva-
tion: highest divorce rate, highest drug rate, highest alcoholism
rate, highest unemployment rate, highest social diseases -- be-
cause t :» people have been trained through a hundred years of
government oppression to look to the government as the creator,
as the provider, as the supplier. And they've not been trained
to use the initiative to integrate into the American system.

JAMES BILLIE (SEMINOLE TRIBAL CHAIRMAN): To single out
just on group of people and say that we're all -- what are we --
I've se 1 one particular part where he says the resetrvations are
plagued by drugs and alcohol abuse, unemployment, divorce and
venereal disease. I can guarantee I can go off my reservation
right now into the Broward County system and show you the same
thing. The United States is.plagued -- I -could keep on going.

ELMER SAVILLA (NATIONAL TRIBAL CHAIRMANS ASSN.): The
Nation: Tribal ( iirmans Association is appalled and disma; at
the distortions and misinformation about conditions on the reser-
vation that Secretary Watt made at an interview broadcast today
-- being broadcast today on the Satellite Program Network.

PAM IRON (TULSA INDIAN AFFAIRS CHAIRMAN): True, there
are a lot of alcoholism; there is a lot of social problems that
do exist. But in the last ten years, the Indian people have been
determining their own policies. When the self-~determination act
went into effect, this is when the Indian tribes had the right to
determine their f :e instead of social policy set by the govern-
ment always being the one that made the decisions on how trl
Indians should live.

WATT: We came in with all these legal aid and all
these programs and made federal funds .available to fund Indian
governments. So if you're the chief or the chairman, you're
interested in keeping this group of people assembled on a desert
enviror 2nt, where there are no-jobs, no agricultural potential,
no wate , because if the Indians were allowed to be liberated,
they'd go and get a job and that guy wouldn't have his governn 1t
handout.

CHIEF BUFFALO TIGER (MICCOSUKEE TRIBE): Our reserva-
tion lands are good land for the oil and coal and -- what do you
-k

(sic).

SAVILLA: We charge that Secretary Watt has breached
his duties deliberately, and we ask that President Reagan imme~
diately investigate Mr. Watt's actions as the principal trustee
for Indian affair .,
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RON ANDRADE (CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS): Well, of
c¢ :se most of the ' ibes are concerned that if they were
disbanded the land would automatit¢ lly come up for sale. Tril
could never -- or the individual member could never pay the tax
rates, 1 e other k¥ nd of costs that would happen once the tribe
lands were dispersed to individual members.

" Additionally, the o0il companies and mineral interests
would i1 ediately go in and start to buy up the individual 1lots
from the individual members. This is a part of our history from
the 1800s, and so many of the tribes are very fearful that the
breakup of the land and the breakup of the governments would ‘:an
tot¢~ loss of the lands and, as a result, the loss of our
culture.,

KOPPEL: All right. I should interject at this point
that we invited Secretary Watt, indeed we invited someone from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, "to come join us on our program this
evening. We can only regret that they chose not to.

Let me come back-to you, though, Mr. Andrade. He
didn't say that, did he? I mean, he didn't call for the breakup
of the reservations -- I mean Secretary Watt. Do you believe
that that, however, is either policy or the °' tended policy of
this ad .nistration?

ANDRADE: No, I don't think we've been able to pinpoint
anythin , other than maybe feelings on parts of some of the
people. The recent announcements made by the President on
January 14 we felt were beginning to strengthen our relationship
with tt federal government. We didn't see anything particular
in the interview with Mr. Watt, at least from his side, that
se 2d to be an indication. I would not hold the same feeling
for Mr. Howard Phillips; he seemed to be more interested in
¢ 2ing breakup of the reservations,

KOPPEL: He's the Chairman of the Conservative Caucus,
who was conducting the interview.

ANDRADE: Yes, and he seemed to be -- and his questions
seemed to be very loaded to try to get an answer from Mr. Watt
that would lead to a statement saying, we should break up the
reservations and :t rid of the socialistic prograr .

KNPPET.: Was there anything, indeed, in that interview

ANDRADE: If anything was, I believe it was the -~ our
feeling was the attitude of Mr. Phillips and the other inter-
viewers. Those kind of statements we believe were an attempt to
try to draw out a statement, and maybe seen as a trial balloon by
the cor arvagives, to see whether or not -- how many Americans



would buv these kind of answers, would buy this kind of question-
ing, agi 1st “1dians. I think their attitude is the most off -
sive thing I think we got from this interview.

KOPPEL: Mr. Zah, do you -- what did you find most
of fensive? '

"ZAH: Well, we're more concerned about the lack of
policy on the part of this administration. In other words, there
is no Re jan policy on American Indians or native Americans in
this country. And in absence of a clear-cut policy in terms of
how they re going to deal with these programs, you have somebody
" like a £ :cretary saying and doing all these things. "And we have
been quite concerned about that.

KOPPEL: well, I mean, what kind of a policy do you
think Secretary Watt is trying. to .impose, if indeed he is? .Some
of the things he said sounded, on the face of it, to be quite
sympathetic to problems faced by many of the Indian nations.

. ZAH: Well, I think many of those things that he is
saying 1 ght now -- for example, the social program that he
indicated -- there are some problems on the reservation. This
administration had a chance to see if they can help us with some
of those problems, but instead -- for example, he mentions the

unemploy =nt. On the Nava jo Reservation the Reagan administra-
tion has saw fit to pull back $152 million during the year 1982,
and at the same time they're complaining that there is such a
high une »>loyment rate and that the tribal government ought to do
something about it.

KOPPEL: What is therunemployment rate on your reserva-
tion?

- -.-. ... -2AH: About. 75 percent unemployment rate now.

KOPPEL: -And-what-about- ---let's take a look at the

e eg - —

Rosebud ‘Sioux Reservation.. ‘What'!s the unemployment rate there?

WALN: The last figures that came out of our planning
office, Ted, were around 80 percent.

KOPPEL: And the Seminoles?
BILLIE: Forty-seven percent.

K( ¢ And Mr. .ndrac , on a 1t L 11 ,  re you
able to it a number to it?

ANDRADE: Well, the Bureau of Indian Affairs estimates
approximately about a 55 percent unemployment rate.

-
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some areas to this day -- and with some oppositions. And now,
with the 47 perc unemployment, I think by going out closer to
the city areas and putting my reservation there, I can slow do.__
the unemployment rate.

KOPPEL: All right. Mr. Billie, Mr. Andrade, Mr. Waln,
Mr. Zah, -thank you all. When we return, we'll see what life is
like at the Rosebud Sic ~~ Reservation and how the people who live
on it feel about £ :retary Watt's r¢ rks.

* * * * * *

KOPPEL: When reports of Secretary Watt's ¢ontroversial
interview first surfaced yesterday, the news spread through
Indian communities like so much wildfire, and so did the anger
and resentment. It's clear that many Indians agree with Watt on
. two .points: -that-they.should have a freer hand to govern them-
selves, and that t ey're plagued by'serious social problems.
Where they disagree with Secretary Watt is on where to place the
blame. Jerry King reports from Pine Rldge, South Dakota.

(FILM SHOWN)

JERRY K. G: He is a Sioux Indian; his name is Crazy
Horse. His wife is a full-blooded niece of the legendary Indian
chief. Together they, some of their 12 children and some of -
their grandchildr live just outside Pine Ridge, South Dakota.
There is no running water in their trailer. It is not an easy
life.

DAVID L( G (CRAZY HORSE):. A lot of persons living in a
¢ all r »m, and not very much to eat. And now this alcoholics
comes into the picture (sic). And I guess that is true all over
the world, but as far as our Indian reservation, there is really
nothing to do, esp :ially the younger people.

R < I ‘WAYNE,TAPIO (COUNCIL_MEMBER) : Thls is about the
worst -- expert'I ‘éver seen, becaiuse Watt's never came here, he
never a ted anybody, he never listened.

KING: A special meeting of the Oglalo Sioux Tribal
Council today interpreted Watt as pushing Indian integration with
the rest of America, which they see as endangering their very
existence as a Sioux nation.

adv¢ 1 l r Watt, 1s genocide and, if continued or
carried out against Indian people, makes President Reagan and the
Secretary of Interior, James Watt, as guilty as Adolph Hitler in
committing acts of genocide.

-~
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

January 20, 1983

Memorandt
To: Director, Office of Public Affairs
White House
Frém: Assistant to the Se / )' Q , e‘ -

Here is summary of how the Indian controversy got/started and where it seems
to be he ling.

The Secr :ary has long been critical of Federal meddling in reservation
government procedures and the resultant problems for Indians. In his interview
with Cor :rvative Counterpoint the Secretary said what he has said to the press
on other occasions--including his briefing 10 days ago on his Annual Report.

The dif* rence this time is that Conservative Counterpoint hyped the show with a
release 1leging that he had called for the closing down of the reservation
system (copy»attached). They hadn't checked the story with us--they simply

issued through the PR Wire. UPI picked it up without. question and ran it
almost * rbatim. :

The controversy continued with echo from Indian "leaders," but has begun to turn
our \way as we contact the tribes and inform them of what really was said. The
Seminoles and the National Congress of American Indians have retracted their
initial criticisms and now support the Secretary.

The Administration's position and the Secretary's strong personal views are that
the reservation system must be maintained but with substantial improvements in
educational opportunities, economic development, etc., occuring primarily
through the initiatives of Tribal Governments. This was the point of his
comnent today on Good Morning America. ABC's Nightline Wednesday came across
_ * a surprising amount of agreement that Watt had
0001 ' ot o
, a cre

s _ .

release.)




We are ( unterattacking with several initiatives:

* | have strung together the positive videotape--Counterpoint's Indian
section, Nightline, some Watt response footage--and are showing it to Indian
leaders. Nearly a dozen have seen it thus far. JIndian Assistant Secretary Ken
Smith hosts the showing and puts it in context; response is favorable.

* ° e National Congress of American Indians has a reqularly scheduled
meeting ere next Tuesday-Friday and we will have select membhers breakfast with
the Seci tary Monday. We think that they in turn will defuse the "emergency*
meeting that the militant e .utive director of the National Tribal Chairmen's
Association (NTCA) is setting up for later that day with its overlapping
membership.

* 1 have compiled lengthy call lists of Indian leaders and Smith's people
are phoning them to properly explain the issue. They are also meeting
one-on-t e with Indians as they come into town for next week's sessions.

*1 n Smith has done numerous interviews for Western TV and newspapers.
*1 are calling Western editurs in Indian country and sendina = em
backgro' 1 such as the White House Fact Shcet. We need the full policy paper,
however, : '

* 1 have worked through a call list of Eastern network and print reporters
and edi* rs to explain the issue--particularly the reality of life on the
reservation and the distinction that many had missed in the Secretary's
criticism, not of tribal government but of the imposition of a Federal dominance
over‘elt ted tribal systems.

*tr Conqress1ona] Affa1rs peop]e have exp]alned the issue to Hil
staffers and have provided information kits.

Enclosu
















THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

January 24, 1983

Mr. Joe Delacruz

President, National Congress
of American Indians

202 E Street N.E.

Washington, D. C. 20002

Dear Joe:

This will confirm the agreements we reached at our breakfast meeting.
We have all recognized that there are severe probl! s on the
reservations that need to be addressed. We also reoognlzed that to
solve thc problems we must involve the elected tribal « Iicials and
the officials of the Reagan Administration., These offici. ° must deal
with the problems and not simply surre em to the bureaucracies
that tend to perpetuate problems rather than solve them.

I am asking, in accord with our agreements, that you appomt the
appropriate people to work on the solutions under the budget and time
constrain that exist. We cannot afford to sweep the problems under
the rug or pretend they do not exist as Washington has frequently done
for so many years.
Ken Smith and I will commit the time necessaxy to work with you and
the appropriate Indian leaders to solve the problems that you have
J.dent:.fled.

Sincerely yours,

/s/
James G. Watt

cc:
Secy Files

IDENTICAL IETTER TO: Mr. Phillip Martin
President, National Tribal
Chairmen's Association
1010 Vermont Avenue N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Mr. Wilford Scott

President, Council of Energy
) e N

1140 Connecticut Avenue N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20006




EXCERPTS OF REMARKS OF KEN SMITH
ASSISTANT SECRETARY - INDIAN AFFAIRS
BEFORE THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING
OF THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS
WASHINGTON, D.C.
JANUARY 25, 1983

Introduction

Good mo! ing. I will try to be brief this morning in my remarl because I
want to spend more time listening than talking. I want to hear your sugges-
tions ai comments on where you want to go in the next two years and what we

can do © help you get there.

I. Secretary Watt

For a b inning, I want to say something about Secretary Watt's much-publicized
remarks f last week. I want to point out, first of all, that the Secretary

in no way recommended abolishing Indian reservations. That was misinformation
put out in a news release and widely circulated. It was not true.

Beyond * at I simply want you to hear part of what Secretary Watt told David
Hartman n ABC Television last Thursday. He said, and I am quoting: "I've
been trying for two years to draw attention to the terrible plight of the
American Indian. The American Indian has been abused for years and years.
And for too many years politicians have simply been trying to sweep it under
the rug, acting like it's not there. They deserve better . . . The Bureau of
Ind- 1, fairs has not done a good job . . . If I can draw attention to

this Indian issue and get that solved, I will have made a significant contri-
bution to America, and particularly to the American Indian who deserves so
much be: r attention than the government has given him for 100 years. It's
a probl¢e we cannot afford to sweep under the rug. Let's address it, let's
solve it." Unguote.

Those are the words and the thoughts of Secretary Watt.

* * *

II. The dian Policy

While Secretary Watt's off-hand remarks were receiving so much attention last
week, a jor statement on Indian policy, issued by the White House, received
comparat rely little notice.
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We all know that cutting Federal expenditures has been one of the prime goals
of the I igan Administration -- and I think that the vast majority of the
people in this country support this goal. They know we have to stop spending
more than we have or we will bankrupt the entire country.

Now, all of us here would like these budget cuts to come in programs other
than the Indian programs -- but if we are realistic and reasonable we have to
expect to share in some of the cuts.

However, the Bureau of Indian Affairs funding for the operation of Indian
programs.has continued to rise. I realize there has been inflation -- but

the fact remains clear to me that the Bureau of Indian Affairs has received
very fav -able treatment by this Administration -- where it counts most, in

the budget. There have been significant budget reductions in other departments
and in other Bureaus and agencies in Interior, but not in the Bureau of

Indian Affairs.

In the BIA's 1983 appropriation, incidentally, we did receive funding for
two new initiatives which we will be implementing immediately. I mailed
letters to all tribal leaders last week informing them that we would begin
processing applications for these two grant programs. They are designed to
help small tribes develop and maintain basic managerial competenc” 5 and to
provide 2d money for profit-making reservation business ventures.

Agencies and areas offices will be providing technical assistance and orienta-
tion about both of these programs so we can begin using these funds as soon
as possible.

I want to make clear, also, that these are not one-year programs. As the
President's policy statement indicates, we expect to be requesting continued
funding for these programs in 1984.

Another letter to tribal leaders, signed last week, announces our intentions
to keep self-determination programs under contracts and not grants.

This is what you asked for in your comments on the proposed revision of the
638 regul :ijons. I have asked the Solicitor to find means by which we could
continue to operate the self-determination programs under contract. If
necessary, we will seek legislation.

Another 1 rorable action for Indian tribes was the provision of $£375 million
for reservation road construction under the Highway Improvement Act of 1982.
This legislation, initiated by President Reagan, gives the BIA $75 million
dollars in 1983 for reservation road construction and $100 million dol™ ‘s in
¢ ch =7 1 7

This money will help reservations build roads that are badly needed and we
believe it will provide approximately 10,000 new jobs on the reservations.
The $75 million to be received by the BIA in 1983 is over and above its
regular roads appropriation of $43 million.

Two other new laws, mentioned in the President's policy statement, are the
Tribal Go' rnment Tax Status Act of 1982 and the Indian Minerals Non-Lease
Development Act.







The Py it [ AN 4 ion that | I :n pe , the fi
that - \g provided are aill toois to be used for ~ “ure accomplisuments,

As Assit ant Secretary for Indian Affairs, responsible for working with you
-- with 1dian people and leaders -- I see the future as a challenge and an
opportunity.

I think 2 can and will accomplish great things. I hope you share this
attitude. .

Thank you.















