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The Faimess Committee
A~1inst Tax Funded Politics
499 South Capitol St., SW \ﬁ

Suite 101A !
Washington, D.C. 20003 \
John Houston (202) 554-3828 ? g
Executive Director

December 20, 1982

Mr. Morton Blackwell

Special Asst. for Public Liaison
Roam 134 0l1d Executive Office Bldg.
17 & Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear

Pursuant to our conversation in the White House on FEC
problems in the recent election, this letter was sent to
Senator Jepsen. I have not heard what action he has taken,
but T plan to follow up on it personally.

You may want to do likewise. Let me know what if any
action you decide to take.

Sincerely yours,

Houston
rector

JCH:pds

Enclosure.




The Faimess Committee
Against Tax Funded Politics,

499 South Capitol St., Sw !
Suite 101A
Washington, D.C. 20003
>uston (202) 554-3828
o Dyector November 1, 1982

Senator Roger W. Jepsen
110 Russell Senate Office Byilding
Washington, D.C. 20510 K

A )
; ¥

Dear Sen. Jepsen:

I am aware of your langstanding concern about the Federal
Election Canmission, and am specifically interested in the
disparity in fines for perceived friends of liberals and perceived
enauies of liberals. Enclosed i1s an article fram the Deseret
News in Salt Lake City, reporting a $150 fine for a $4347 1llegal
expenditure by the Utah AFL~CIO pursuant to their efforts to
defeat Senatar Hatch for re-election.

The expenditure went for a mailing to raise money 1llegally
fram union treasuries. Nowhere in the article does it say how
much money was raised illegally fram this source, but it 1s self-
evident that a mailing of this amount would have raised a substan-
tial sum of money. Hence a fine of $150 seems wildly inadequate
to address the seriousness of the issue. Given the overt intent
of the Utah AFL-CIO to violate the law for the explicit purpose
of defeating Senator Hatch, this fine seams wildly out of propor-
tion to the violation. Therefare, I am asking you to request the
General Accounting Office to investigate the whole structure of
fines for violations of law and make camparisons of liberal versus
conservative groups and their relative subjects far which fines
were levied., This would be an extramely useful docupent in
evaluating the camparatively overt partisanship which has surroun-
ded the FEC since its inception.

Please let me know if I can pbe of assistance in this matter,

Sincerely yours,

P oustun
/ﬁxecutive Director

JCH; pds

enclosure.


































DISSENTING OPINION QOF ( 4STISIOl  JOAN D. AIKENS Page 4
TO ADVII RY OPINION 1982-50

considered a solicitation. Portions of that
discussion, which concerned what constituted
a solicitation under 2 U.S.C. 8441b(b)(4)(B),
are as follows:

' MR. ALLEN: When they announce setting up
the fund, obviously, that is a solicitation
right there.

* % K % % Kk Kk % Kk Xk %

MR. PACKWOOD: * * * The union sends out a
mailing, the corporation does, and says,
"Please join our politi ~ action committee,"
that would fit as one ¢. che two solicitations
they are entitled to make in a year.

MR. CANNON: If it is sent out in writing in
accordance with this provision of the Act,
that certainly would constitute one of the
two solicitations. 122 Cong. Record S4155
(daily ed. March 24, 1976.)67

(Emphasis added)

To place the above quoted colloquy in a better pe: »Hective, however,
let us turn to precisely what the Senators were discussing. Senator
Packwood explained it in these terms, ""But this is a tr :ee account. We
are designing this, really, for a different purpose than our normal
political committee."’/ Tt is obvious that the type of solicitation about
which the Congress was speaking was a very special, limited one. They
understood that. Their comments were not intended to reach ALL solicita-
tions or ALL political committees -- and they so stated!

Minutes PRIOR TO the colloquy quoted in A0 1976-27, this discourse
took place:

MR. PACKWOOD: 1Is the Senator from Alabama
asking or talking about the initial solicitation
by the corporation using corporate funds of its
shareholders, saying that we want to set up a
separate fund, please contribute to 1t? 1Is the

Q/Advisory Op: .on 1976-27, dated September 2, 1976.

7/122 Cong. Record S4154 (daily cd. March 24, 1976).













December 20, 1982

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell,

Special Assistant to the President for
Public Affairs

THE WHITE HOUSE

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20500

ar Morton:

Enclosed is a copy of the Dissenting Opinion which you and I have

discussed.
Have a very merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year!

Best personal regards.

Clomanswmwalsr wrhnisan

nt to
ikens

jet

1 Enclosure a/s
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Howard Ph! ™" ii
Al Ry <ind
John "~ Hfton
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIC

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

June 8, 1982

The White House has asked the Federal Election Commission to
reply to your recent letter to President Reagan regarding the
Communist Party being exempt from the disclc ure requirements of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

In the opinion of Federal District Judge Gagliardi in the
case of Federal Ele :ion C m’ s3ion vs., 21ll-Tyner Election
C paign Committee, et al, the judge found that members of the
C munist Party might be the subject of criminal investigation by
other government ac 1cies. The judge felt that disclosure of the
names of contributors to the Party's candidate for President
could be a violation of these individuals' right against self-
incrimination and right of free association. As a result of t is
determination, the Communist Party would neither have to disclose
nor keep records of campaign contributors. The United States
( art of Appeals for the Second Circuit recently affirmed the
District Court decision. Because the Commission disagrees with
the decision, Supreme Court review of the case has been
requested.

I trust that this information is responsive to your
concerns. Please dc not hesitate to contact me if you need
further information or assistance.

Sincerely, -
-1 AA77

-
Mark .. Davis, Dir :tor
Congressional, Legislative
& Intergovernmental Affairs









THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL
MAY 28, 1982

t¢ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

[ON REQUESTED:
DIRECT REr™"", FURNISH INFO COPY

] RIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 080402
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MAY 7, 1982
TO: PRESIDENT REA N

FROM: MR. JOE MCGRIEVY
7525 UNIVERSITY AVENUE

LA MESA CA 92041

SUBJECT: PROTESTS THE RULING OF THE 2ND CIRCUIT COURT
OF APPEALS OF MANHATTAN, WHICH THAT THE
COMMUNIST PARTY IS NOT REQUIRED TO REPORT
CONTRIBUTIONS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
N WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

JRN CORRESPONDENCE, WO SHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



<0f

Executive Secretariat:

Re: 82-05-28-3002

I spoke with the mail refer
White House this morning re
correspondence fram Joe McG
the recent decision in the

the Federal Election Commis
suit, I suggested that the:
‘them. The Referral Unit ag
the orginal correspondence .
to them.

P

‘Presley Pang
633-4608

Ht
He abs






THE WHITE HOUSE 7/ -y
Office of the Press Secretary / /JY“’//
For Immediate Release December 17, 1981

The President today announced the recess appointment of the
following three persons to be Members of the Federal Election

Commission:

Joan D. Aikens, nominated on November 24, 1981.
She would succeed Vernon W. Thomson.

Lee Ann Elliott, nominated on November 24, 1981.
She would succeed Joan D. Aikens.

Danny Lee McDonald, nominated on December 14, 1981.
He would succeed Robert O. Tiernan.

Hh#
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Source: House Administration Committee Minority Staff Analysis of FEC
Statistics, September 11, 1981.

Ibid.

Ruth Simon, "Who's Writing our Tax Laws?" People and Taxes, April, 1981,
pp. 4 & 5.

For further discussion on this point, see Stuart Rothenberg, Campaign
Regulation and Publir Pnlicy, pp. 44-50.

"Compulsory Dues for Politics," Issue Analysis, Public Service Research
Council, August 1980.

Congressman Willi=m Dickinson, Congressional Record, p. H 1386,
February 27, 19_..

"Why Does Congress Hate the Election Commission?" U.P.I. story by Clay F.
Richards and Gregory Gordon, Cedar Rapids paper, September 13, 1981, p.

Ibid.
McCarthy, AEI Forums, 1977, pp. 16 & 17.
Alexander, Financing Politics, 1980, p. 19.

Source: FEC Press Release, August 10, 1981.

Harvard Study, GPO print, p. 1.
McCarthy, AEI Forums, 1977, p. 18.

11a.

Donald Lambro, Fat City: How Washington Wastes Your Taxes, Regnery/Gateway,

1980, pp. 232-233.

Stephen Chapman, "The Limits of Limits: The Failure of Election Refor ,
The New Republic, October 13, 1979, p. 17.

* *x % * Kk * * % * %

Loren C. Bruce
(with the assistance of Anthony J. Coppolino)

November 23, 1981








