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control materialism of economic rationalism, may not have had
the awareness‘or sensitivity to read and/or understand the
Reverse Seal's meaning and importance because in essence, it
may mirror ecological and self-realization ethics, which
embedded in an emerging paradigm are not directed towards
control but cooperation. The Reverse may be a significant and
meaningful focus for an increasing number of Americans because
it may symbolize a cultural paradigm shift which they are
experiencing. }

Some . Cultural Implications of the Rejection and Renewed

Interest in the.Seal's Reverse

An analysis of the Reverse Seal's meanings could provide
insight into how its symbols might determine both its past

re jection and its current emergence. The two mottoes on the

Reverse were taken from the poetry of Virgil's Aeneid. "Annuit
Coeptis' means "He is favorable to our undertakings' (line 625,
book IX). '"Novus Ordo Seclorum'" means a '"New Order of the Age

(line 5, Eclogue IV). The date at the bottom of the pyramid,
"MDCCLXXVI'" (1776) indicates the birth date of the '"New Order
of the Ages" (i.e., the American Republic) which was held to be
favored by Providence.

The two central symbols on the Seal's Reverse, the eye in
the triangle and the pyramid are interpreted differently by
both the historic and esoteric traditions. The historic
tradition regards only the views of William Barton and Charles
Thomson as having authority, while the esoteric tradition
accepts a broader range of interpretations.

The Single Eye

Barton and Thomson (1782) interpreted the eye in the

triangle as "many signal interpositions of Providence in favor
! 1

the colonies as a symbol for "Omniscient Ubiquitous Deity'" as
well as in the medallic art of the Renaissance and as an estab-
lished artistic convention.

The single eye, in or out of a triangle was used extensively
“n Fa ontry 1d by ¢ 7 - secret societie . Tt ye in 1 2

triangle was the probable cause for Harvard Professor Eliot






























































