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amendments" have also be 1 used to restrict funding of pork barrel
projects because of environmental concerns, such as the recent v :e
to stop the Clinch River project; defense expbenditures have beer
limited, the most recent example being the MX vote; foreign poli y
also has been affected, such as Congress' restriction of funds 1 r
U.S. incursion into Cambodia. None of this would be possible w r
the leadership's proposed rules.

The existing rules have been used to call Constitutional
amendments from committee and allow the whole Congress to debat: nd
vote on very important amendments. In the past, the amendment to
repeal prohibition was brought to the floor by discharge petitic ,
as were the Equal Rights amendment and most recently the Balance
Budget amendment.

The issues that existing rules have allowed to move from
behind the doors of committees and onto the floor of the House t
through party lines and affect all pcople of all political pers sions

The leadership of the House is showing the contempt they ve
for the people's representatives. We urge the leadership to wi dre
the rules changes, and failing that, we urge the Members to vot
against such undemocratic procedures being put in place in the

people's House.
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