
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Institute on Religion and Democracy 

Box: 11 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


' 

. BOARD OF ADVISORS• 
Robert Benne 

Chairman, Philosophy and Religion 
Roanoke College, Virginia 

Peter L Berger 
Professor, Oepattment 
of Sociology, Boston College 

Kim Carney 
Professor of Economics, 
University of Texas, Arlington 

Kenneth Carter 
Pastor, First United Methodist 
Church, Carrollton, Texas 

Ronald R. Cavanagh 
Associate Dean, Syracuse University 

Alan Ettman 
President, Economic 
Education for Clergy 

.James Finn 
Editor, Freedom at ls~ue 

Ira Gallaway 
Pastor, First United Methodist 
Church, Peoria, Illinois 

Marion Hepburn Grant 
Writer, Producer, 
United Churc/1 of Christ Laywoman 

Carl F.H. Henry 
Lecturer-at-larg~. 
World Vision International 

David Jessup 
United Methodist Layman 

Edwin D. Johnston 
Professor of Bible, Mercer 
University, Macon, Georgia 

J. Ellsworth Kalas 
Pastor, Church of the Savior, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Penn Kemble 
President, the Foundation 
for Democratic Education, Inc. 

Richard Lovelace 
Professor, Church Historian 
Gordon-Conwell Seminary 

Francis X. Maier 
Editor, National Catholic Register 

Paul Morell 
Pastor .. Tyler St. United 
Methodist Church, Dallas, Texas 

Richard John Neuhaus 
Editor. Lutheran Forum 

Michael NovaK 
Resident Scholar, American 
Enterprise Institute 

Bob Parrott 
Pastor, First United Methodist 
Church, Longview, Texas 

Theodore V. Purcell. S .J. 
Research Professor. , Jesuit Center, 
Georgetown University 

Edmund W. Robb 
Executive Director, Ed Robb 
Evangelistic Association 

D.B. Robertson 
Professor of Religion, 
Berea College 

James V. Schall , S.J. 
Professor of Government, 
Georgetown University 

LaKay Schmidt 
Executive Director, Colorado Council, 
Economic Education 

Paul Seabury 
Professor of Political Science, 
University of California at Berkeley 

Virginia Law Shell 
Author, Former Missionary in Zaire 

Mary N. Temple 
Executive Director, the Land Council 

The Institute on Religion and Democracye;' 
100016th STREET N.W., SUITE LL 50 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

MEMORANDUM 

November 1, 1983 

TO: IRD Board Members, Advisors and Friends 

FROM: Penn Kemble 

I'm sending along some things that you may find 
interesting. 

1) A page one Wall Street Journal report 
on the dispute some church leaders are 
conducting with the AFL-C!O, and a letter 
on this Ed Robb and I sent to Tom Donahue, 
the chief AFL-CIO representative in the 
Religion and Labor Conference. While the 
sources of this controversy go well beyond 
the IRD, we seem to have turned up in the 
center of it. 

2) A report on an IRD letter to corporate 
offices which appeared in Religious News 
Service. Mr. Thorkelson's invocation of 
South Africa must have given Joe McCarthy 
a chuckle, wherever he may be. Also en- · 
closed is my letter to Thorkelson, which I 
hope was appropriate. Richard Neuhaus's 
article for the U.S. Council for Interna­
tional Business sets forward a perspective 
on the church - business debate which is 
very useful for a coalition group such as 
the IRD. 

3) Father Theodore Purcell has given me 
his permission to send you correspondence 
he had with Timothy Smith of the Inter­
faith Center on Corporate Responsibility 
(please don't publi s h it). The IRD has 
never said anything about the ICCR, but 
Smith's letter, written in a familiarly 
abusive style, is probably more eloquent 
than anything we could devise. 

(OVER) 
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4) The November Harper's included the 
enclosed phillipic against Richard 
Neuhaus. It seems that every rising star 
who challenges the left comes in for one 
of these. It should also be clear why 
Philip Weiss is the associate editor of a 
weekly newspaper in Minneapolis. 

5) Next, an exchange between Ed Robb and 
William P. Thompson from U.S. News & World 
Report. Thompson seems to be coming for­
ward as the champioq of the church Left -
evidence, perhaps, that the NCC's Jim 
Armstrong doesn't thirst after the job. 
Ed and Bill Thompson will debate on a 
Shavano Institute program being broadcast 
over PBS in January. Those of us who 
attended the taping expect that it will be 
an invigorating hour. 

6) The National Association of Evangeli­
cals carried a discussion article on the 
NAE-NCC controversy in the Fall issue of 
their magazine. We are hoping to develop 
a close working relationship with them in 
the religious liberty field. 

7) Finally, a Washington Post article on 
the event at which Father Bryan Hehir 
received the Institute for Policy Studies' 
Lete l ier-Moffitt Award. This has aroused 
much discussion, because of Father Hehir's 
central role in the international affairs 
sect i on of the United States Catholic 
Conference. To be sure, Letelier and 
Moff i tt were brutally murdered. But were 
they really "human rights activists"? 
Wou l d Father Hehir have accepted the Larry 
McDonald Award from the John Birch 
Soc i ety? 

These are questions that IRD Board Members may or may 
not discuss at our November 18th meeting in Washington. 
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Divided Unions 

Labor Unity Is _Periled . • .... . , .. . . 

As Debate Heightens 
Over Foreign Policy · 

Defense Outlays. U.S. Role 
In El Salvador Are Issues; 
Church Allies Sever Ties 

Will Disputes Help Reagan? 

By RoBDT S. GREENBUGD 
StQ//R.~pM1ffO/ 1'HsWALL STASSI' Jol.lJIMAL 
WASHINGTON-Growlnr disputes over 

AFL-CIO foreign-policy views are threaten· 
Inf to disrupt the labor move,nent's unity. 
These disputes faintly echo the Vietnam er,; · 
when the labor federation's hawkish stanct, ; 
on the wa.r produced bitter division with • • · 
liberal wtnr. 

Consldet these sips of discontent: 
-Major Protestant church fl'OUPI, hll­

tort<:ally Important labor allies, have an(rlly 
withdrawn from several coalitions with la• 
bor In response to an AFL-CIO official's . 
charges that the churches promote left-lean, 
tnr policies that aid Communist· CUba, Viet• 
nam and the Palestine UberaUon Orpnlza· 
tton. ·, 

-Seven! lillf unions have Issued their 
own report critical of the El Salvador 10~­
ernment because of dissatisfaction over the 
AFLCIO's support of certain U.S. policies 
there. Seven Massachusetts Jocali also re­
cently demanded a meeting with the fed· 
eratlon's president. Lane Kirkland, to pro-, 
test his presence on President Reapn's 
commission on Centnl America. 

-Some of the AFLCIO's blne,t unloni 
are expresstnr unease with the federation's 
support of huee defense spendlnf. Tilus, 
while the AFI,CIO was lobbying for the MX 
nilsalle, some unloaa were worklnf aplnil' ~ 
IL .· . ~ 

Political Danger 
These squabbles threaten to reopen old 

wounds that Mr. Kirkland had helped heal­
a healing process that had been aided by 
common adversities, Including the economic 
problems stemming from .the severe reces­
sion and the perception of an outside en• 
emy-Ronald Reagan-hostile to Its Inter­
ests. Although nobody expects another ma­
jor split in the labor movement, some Ill>· 
era! leaders worry that the AFL-CIO's ef· 
forts to work against President Reagan's 
widely expected reelection bid will be con· 
strained by the federation's conservative 
roreign•pollcy views. 

"The 'l,ractlcaJ consequence of all this· Is 
that YoU don't get as much leverage out of It 
if you 'don 't· attack Ronald Beagan on all 
fronts, .. says a top official at · one liberal 
AFL-CIO union. " I frankly think you can't 
attack Reagan on economic policy witbout­
goinr after him on foreign¥ affairs." 

The AFL-CIO plays dowrr·pie slmmerinr 
1 dlsput~. but they are brlnginf into the open 
some sharply differing views on foreign-pol• 
Icy issues among the AFL{:IO's officials, 
member unions and allies. 

The AFL-CIO's hardline foreign-policy . 
view partly reflects the influence within its 
ranks of members of the Social Democrats, 
U.S.A. This group splintered from the 81>­
cialist Party a decade ago because the ~ 
clal Democrats supported the U.S. involve­
ment in Vietnam. The Social Democrats are 
philosophically aligned with the AFL{:IO on 
domestic policy and are staunchly anti-com­
munist. Among the group's members are In· 
fluential AFL-CIO officlalS, Including two of 
Mr. Kt_rkJand's top assistants. 
A Common ne 

The Social Democrats' foreign-policy . 
views are In line with those of the labor 
movement. which has had a lonr history_ of 
antt-O>mmunism, stretchlnr from Samuel 
Gompers, the founder of the American Fed­
eratimi · of Labor. to George Meany, ~ 
crusty cold-war warrior who was the Ali"L­
CIO's · first president. This tradition COii· 
tlnues under Mr. Kirkland, a founding board · 
member of the Committee on the Present 
Dan"r, a strongly prodeiense group whose 
ranb Included Ronald Reagan unW hi$ elec• 
tiOlf. • 

T!lese links among labor, the Social Dem-' 
ocrats and the pollttcaJ right are at the 
heart of labor's current troubles with Prot· 
estant chun:bes. Much of the criticism of the 
churches comes from David Jessup, a~ 
claJ asmtant at the AFL-cIO's political 
arm. the Committee on Political Educati~, 
and a' member of the Social Democrats, 
u.u . 

Severaf~years ·ago, Mr. Jessup became 
angered at what he considered "question· 
able political actlvltles" within his own 
.Methodist church. He says Its lltetciture and 
money were aiding •·movements and sup­
port eroups for ~ CUban revolution, the 
Vietnamese governmen~ .the PLO and other 
pro,,totaJjtarianism ·gJ'OUPI, h 

Mr. Jessup became a foundlnr member 
of the Institute on Religion and Democracy, 
a small nonprofit group that monitors and Is 
sharply, critical of certain church activities. 
The IRD Is financed largely by conservative 
foundations. From December 1980 to Janu• 
ary 1983, It says, it received $300,000 from 
the Sarah Scaife Foundation and S140,000 
from the Smith Richardson Foundation. 
Other Beneficiaries 

These or closely related foundations, -In 
tum, also provide support for many of the 
domestic conservative groups that Mr. Kirk· 
land and other labor leaders often criticize, 
incll,Jding the . ~eritage Foundation and 
Mountain States Legal Foundation,. whose 
former president Is James Watt, who re­
signed under fire as Mr. Reagan 's Interior 
secretary. 

Although the AFL-CIO doe$n't fund ihe 
lRD, the church grou~ believe that Mr. 
Jessup's criticisms a~ made · with labor's 
blessing. In a statement Issued in June, rep­
resentatives of several church groups, In· 
eluding the Methodists ancf the United fres• 
byterlan Church USA, decried "the active 
participation by certain elements and indl· 
vldiia.JS within · organlied -Tabor, lncludlrir 
staff of the AFL{:IO, In this assault on la­
bor's traditional allies in the religious com­
munity." 

Several church groups also have begun 
withholding aid from certain union causes, 
ending a long tradition of working with labor 
in such major efforts as the battle to union· 
tze J.P. Stevens & Co. Last spring, for-ex­
ample, the Amalgamated .Clothing and Tex· 
tfle Workers Union asked United Church of 
Christ and Methodist officials to support the 
International Molders Union's boycott 

' against Magic Chef Co. Such support ls im-
portant, a Molders official says, because "a 

; boycott with nothlnr but unions behind It· 

I
, makes the averqe person uncertain." 

Clttnr Mr. .Jessup's crltlclsms. the, 
churches withheld- their aid. "Some of ua are 

. trylnf to point out that to the detree they ' •· 
(unions) are perceived to be In the same 
camp as Jessup, it's becfnnlnr to adversely 
affect the good working relationships we've 
enjoyed with labor," says Howard Sprau, 
executive vice president of the United 
Church of Christ's Board for Home ,Mtni9-
trl~ . 

Durlnr the same period, the AFL-CIO'I 
Industrial Union Department asked churcll 
groupa to cosponsor\ a conference on plant 
clOllnp-an area In which church and labor . 
have worked closely. In June, the Interfaith 
Economic Crisis OrganiZing Network, a ren­
gtous coalition group, delayed rnaldnr a de­
cision on whether to participate In the con­
ference, which has since been postponed. 

"We didn't feel that people In labor had?. 
really spoken up to defend the churches mt' 
call off someone from within their ~ 

I movement who we think ls actln( as more, 

I than an Individual." says Kim Jefferson, a­
l ~'!!e sectttuJ of. tN ~ 01~• 
~ or urban Ministries . , . • 
If • Tile AFL<:10'1 Mr. K1rklanll WOQ.'t CCIII-, 
ment on the dispute. But his spokesman, ' 
Murray Seeeer, says the church groups are 
"being pigheaded. I think they're maklnr a 
mistake to ma:ke a big Issue out of It." ~ 
he adds that a labor-church spilt "would 
hurt the church groups more than It would 
hurt us." 



Dispute Unsettled . 
In August, Mr. Kirkland wrote to Claire · 

Randall, the general secretary of the Na• 
tional Council of Churches, and stated that 
thl' federation wouldn't Interfere with Mr . 
.l t>ssup because he "conducts these activities 
enti rely on his own time and at his own ex­
pense." But some church officials were in- · 
censed when excerpts of the letter were re­
printed in the IRD's newsletter, and the dis· 
pute remains unresolved. 

Tbe ~-CIO's foreign-policy vtews also 
are producing Internal dissension. When the 
!ederation·s executive council met In Boston 
in August, top officials of seven locals repre, 
sentlnr about 30,000 workers asked to meet 
with Mr. Kirkland to protest his presence on 

I a commission set up by President Rearan to 
j consider long-term policy in Central Amer­
ica. Whe~ the group leaked ,vord of the 
meeting to the press, Mr. Kirkland told 
them that he wouldn't attend unless the dis· 

, cusslon was kept private. When the locals 
refused, the meeting was canceled. 

j Cella Wcislo, the president of Local 285 of 
! the Service Employees International Union, 
says her members don't want Mr. Kirkland 
on the special panel because "It's clearly 
stacked In favor of Ronald Reagan." She as­
serts that "shoring up Reagan's mUltary 
policy at the same time that labor Is work· 
ing to unseat him Just doesn't make a whole 
lot of sense." 

Recently, a group representtnr nearly a 
dozen AFL-CIO unions visited El Salvador 
and Issued a report blastJnc the land•refonn I 
program tb,at Is the cornerstone of the AFL­
CIO's efforts In the region. The AFL-CIO has 
tried to minlm17.e Its differences with some 
of these unions over · El Salvador and has 
stated that Mr. Kirkland, too, Is unhappy 
With the pace of land reform. But the report 
brands land refonn a total failure. 
Salvadona Unions 

The group also differs with the AFl, 
CIO's view of the freedom of trade unions bl 
El Salvador. An AFLCIO .spokesman says. 
"We take our cue from the (Salvadoran~ · 
unions down there, and they say they are 
free unions." But the group's report con­
cludes that "there is no trade-union freedom 
in El Salvador, no semblance of the trade. 

. union rights we as North American trade 
· unionists consider fundamental to democ• 
'. racy." 
· < Mr. Kirkland scoffs at the fuss over Ids j 
presence~ the Reapn panel. "I need that 
commission like I need a· cue of lOIIIP' 
rhea." he said receat)y-. Mr. Seecer sa,a 
Mr. Kirk~_~~ the ad­
mlniltrattoa aaked blm to and becau,e 111 · 
believes tbat labor has a stake In the re­
(lon. 

Union officials acknowledge that, unlike 
his predecessor, Mr. ~eany, Mr. Kirkland 
encourages debate and tries to resolve dif· 
.ferences by forginr a consensus. Neverthe­
less, they say these events illustrate a poten· 
lially divisive problem. says one top union 
official: "U Central America ever boils 
over, tliere ts a real potential for vast dla­
agreement within the labor movemenL" 

Tensions between the AFL-CIO's liberal 
and cor servauve wtnp also have surfaced 
on defe!1se spendlnc. Last winter at an AFl, 
CIO Ex >cut1ve Council meetlnr In Florida, 
the pollcy•settlng council called for defense 
spendln·~ Increases of 5% to 7% beyond In· 

flation. But the counctl's resolution was ap­
proved only after some blC unions Insisted· 
on notlnr In the report that they "expressed 

. a stroni opinion that the Increase should be· 
held at the lower end of the ranre or be­
low." 

The dissenters Included some of the fed· 
eratlon's largest unions, such as the United 
Auto Workers, Machinists, United Food and 
Commercial Workers and American Federa· 
tlon of State, County and Municipal Employ• 
ees. some of these unions privately crltl· 
cized a companion federation proposal to 
levy a surtax on corporations and wealthy 
Individuals to pay for defense-spendlnr ln· 
creases. Critics saw the proposal as a polltt• 
cally unrealistic attempt to separate defense 
spendinc from the related Issue. of social· 
pro,ram cuts, which the ~IOj op-
poeel. : 

And lut Aprll, when the ArL-CIO ~ 
memben of Con,resa to reafftrm 1tl supp_ort 
for the MX missile, some of the same untons 
took the opposite course. The Food and 
Commercial Workers sent Congress Its own 
board's antt·MX resolution, the Machinists 
joined an anti·MX ralJy·on capitol Hlll, and 
AFSCMB lobbied against the weapon. And a,. 
recent survey by the federation durlnC re­
gional meetings with union memben sboWI. 
that 61'9 believe that defense spendinf· 
shouldn't Increase. · • 

"Frankly, I think tbey ~ out of ~ 
wlth the membership oa this one," a top Ult' 
Ion offldal says. . 

-~-

; 
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The Institute on Religion and Democracy 
1000 16th STREET N. W. , SUITE LL 50 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

Mr. Thomas Donahue 
Secretary-Treasurer 
AFL-CIO 
815 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Mr. Donahue: 

October 25, 1983 

We have read in the press (The National Catholic 
Reporter) that individuals associated with Protestant 
social action agencies intend to pres~ the AFL-CIO 
sponsored Religion and Labor Conference to adopt a 
position critical of the Institute on Religion and 
Democracy. 

We regret very much that this controversy is 
being forced upon you. (You certainly have other 
matters on your mind.) For our part, we have never 
sought the support or involvement of the AFL-CIO in 
any aspect of our debate with church agencies. As we 
understand it, our concerns are in harmony with the 
general concerns of the AFL-CIO in the area of 
international affairs. But we also believe that our 
differences with some church bodies are a matter to 
be debated and decided by the churches themselves. 
It would be improper for labor, business or a 
partisan political group to impose its will upon the 
churches -- or, we might add, to impose its will upon 
us. 

Although the overwhelming majority of our Board 
and our members are primarily involved in their own 
denomination's activities, we do, as you know, 
include among our members, officers and staff, some 
individuals who now or in the past have had some 
association with the trade union movement. We make 
no secret of this. But we have checked carefully and 
can find no evidence that at any time has any of 
these individuals portrayed himself as a 
r e presentative of the labor mov e ment. Nor has the 
press, even out of carelessness, ever given such an 
impression. The suggestion that this has occurred 
comes only from those who are l amenting it. 

(202) 822-8627 
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We have always understood that union members and staff are 
free to conduct themselves in religious life according to their 
own consciences. We were gratified to learn that President 
Kirkland shares that view -- although we were not surprised, for 
this is the normal democratic view. 

Nor is it true, as some have 9harged, that ours is a '"right­
wing" or conservative organization. Our supporters come from a 
wide range of political and social philosophy: we simply share a 
commitment to democratic values. Surely the labor movement 
understands that to be anti-communist is not necessarily to be 
"right-wing." Our publications and spokesmen have criticized 
repressive practices in South Africa, El Salvador, Chile and the 
Philippines -- to name a few examples -- as well as those of 
Communist countries. We have consistently upheld the value of 
free trade unions to democratic societies. 

If a small group -- a group which in our judgment is neither 
representative of nor duly constituted by the churches -- insists 
upon airing its differences with the IRD in the Conference on 
Religion and Labor, then we must, reluctantly, ask for a fair 
opportunity to defend ourselves in . that forum. 

Further, we believe that if the AFL-CIO and its affiliates 
are going to be asked to make judgments on the propriety of the 
IRD's role in an intra-church debate, you should also consider 
the record of those pressing you for such judgments. We have 
found that, with alarming frequency, church-financed and 
supported organizations have criticized and opposed AFL-CIO 
related labor organizations abroad, and at times have been quite 
harshly critical of the AFL-CIO itself. I have also included 
here a smal~ sampling of materials which provide evidence. 

Penn Kemble 
Member, 
Executive Committee 

Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

Edmund W. Robb, Jr. · 
Chairman, 
Executive Committee 
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Conservative group tells businessmen 
that World-council doesn't like them 

By Willmar Thorkelson 
Religious New, Service Correspondent 

PAGE4 

Leaders of America's business corpora ions have been told that the World Council of Churches adopted a "radical," anti­
business stance .it its assembly in Vancouver last summer. 

In mailings to business leaders, the Institute on Religion and Democracy, a conservative group based in Washington, par· 
ticularly criticized the World Council for its position on transnational corporations. As a result of the "turn to the left" 
evidenced at Vancouver, "the institutions of the world's free economies--business, labor and government··are likely to come 
under growing pressure from many world church bodies in the next few years,'' the institute said. 

It said the WCC's former "moderate social responsibility" approach to transnational corporations was replaced in Van­
couver by adoption of a report which says the world market system and operation of transnationals within it are "incompati-
ble with our vision of a just, participatory andd sustainable society.'' · 

The institute also cited other resolutions critical of transnationals, including one that blamed world hunger on "large land 
owners and transnational corporations who exploit the land and who do not allow farmers, peasants, and landleu rural 
workers to-participate in making decisions that would benefit them." 

~90 cited were three speeches given at the Vancouver assembly, including one by West German socialist-feminist Dorothee 
Soclle, who said that ''while Christ came that we might have fullness of life, capitalism came to turn everything into money.'' 

The institute said it would be "unwise" to dismiss the WCC speeches and statements as "mere rhetorii:." The World 
Coundl, it said, "has built up a powerful, well-financed apparatus for dealing with what it takes to be the problems caused by 
transnational corporations. This work is often conducted under somewhat misleading auspices. 

"The Commission on World Mission and ·Evangelism, for instance, sounds as if it must be a program for seeking convertl 
to the Christian Gospel. But it actually operates something called 'Urban Rural Mission,' which serves in turn u a center for 
radical labor and peasant organizations. Or take the WCC's 'Christian Medical Commission.• It wouldd probably surprise 
many church contributors co learn that this program is as much involved in coordinating political protests against infant for­
mula and pharmaceutical manufacturers as it is in bringing the benefits of modern medicine to the sick and injured of the 
Third World.'' 

The institute predicted that the WCC and its affiliates "can certainly be expected to expand their activities on economic 
issues into a wider range of international organizations. 

"One arena in which WCC activists plan to increase their influence," the institute said, "is in the labor movement. If the 
WCC establishes close alliances with the International Trade Secretariats (as the WCC Central Committee proposes), this 
could help to radicalize these important labor bodies, with significant practical consequences for the international economic 
environment.'' 

Included in the institute's mailing was a copy of the institute's August/September newsletter, which said "the WCC's an­
tagonism toward the democratic world was made unmistakably clear" in Vancouver. The newsletter reported re90lutions 
which the wee assembly adopted dealing with Afghanistan, Central America, religious freedom, the Middle Eut and disar· 
mament. 

Conspicuously missing from the survey was any mention of the strong condemnation of apartheid in South Africa by the 
WCC assembly and the strong appeals for freedom there by two black leaders from South Africa whom many obscrven 
thought were the two dominant personalities at the assembly: Dr. Alan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, and Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu. 

Institute materials critical of the WCC are known to have been distributed by South African government representatives. 
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End Suppon for Controversi-al Church councilsP 
Interview With Rev. Edmund Robb 
Chairman, Institute on Religion and Democracy 

Q Mr. Robb, why would you advise Americans to halt flnan­
clal support of the World Councll of Churches? 

A Contributiou..s. shoul,d be held in escrow until that 
council and the National Council of Churches here in the 
U.S. make reforms that correct their bias toward Marxist 
causes. I support the traditional ministries and charities 
of these councils, but I am in strong disagreement with 
their political stance. Supporters of democracy in America 
and elsewhere should be very concerned that the World 
Council uses money from its churches to advocate the 
"new international economic order," wlii.ch is a brand _of 
socialism. 

Q Does that mean they support Marxism? 
A There's no doubt about it. The World Council's gen• 

eral sec.retary, Philip Potter, has held up the People's 
Republic of China as a model "effort to promote self­
reliance and a participatory economic policy aimed at 
social justice." 

Cuba has never once been criticized by the NCC or the 
WCC, even though a research organization called Free• 
dom House cites Cuba as one of the worst abusers of 

YES-
·1111 wartd councu 
· uses moner from Its 

churches to adVocat1 
soclalla" 

human rights. 
In October of 1981, a 

group of NCC officials went 
to El Salvador and produced 
a report saying the FDR­
the guerrillas-is the legiti• 
mate representative of the 
Salvadoran people. Now, 
what poll did they take? 
What election determined 
that? In reality, the Salvador­
an people want democracy, 
as they demonstrated when 
82 percent participated in 
the last election, even though 
the FDR was threatening to 
kill anyone who voted. 

The councils also strongly 
support Nicaragl,l~•s re­
gime-the Sandinistas­
which has not had a free 
election and has taken Arch­

bishop Manuel Obando y Bravo off television. They wanted 
to edit his radio Easter sermon, but he would not allow it. 

Q Are you ac:c:uslng wee INdera of being Communists? 
A Some of them would confess to Marxist sympathies. 

Others simply do not see the threat of the Soviet Union and 
are unwilling to criticize the Soviets or their client states. 

For instance, at the WCC Assembly at Vancouver in 
August, there was absolutely no criticism of Poland, of the 
suppression of the Solidarity workers' movement. Also, 
an amendment to the Afghanistan resolution that would 
have asked for the immediate withdrawal of Soviet troops 
was defeated. William Thompson, chief executive of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., opposed that 
amendment. 

One reason for this stance is that the WCC prizes the 
Russian Orthodox Church as one of its few non-Protestant 
members. Yet the Russian Orthodox Church, when it 
speaks on international matters, is an ann of Soviet foreign 
policy. That church has made a deal with the Kremlin to 
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Interview With William Thompson 
Co St&ted Clerk, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Q Mr. Thompson, why do y~u feel that Americana should 
back the World and Natlonal' counclls of churches?-

A·. Because I believe those organizations are the best way 
to show forth the unity of Christ's church in the world. The 
purpose of this is not sheer bigness or worldly power, but to 
present an undivided message so that the world may be­
lieve. It's an evangelistic mo- Nl-
tivation, and we believe the 
councils of churches are the 
best expressions of that unity 
in the world today. 

Q But hasn't the credlblllty 
of the councils been damaged 
by chargea that they favor 
Marxist causea? 

A I think not. Those 
charges . stem from a misun­
derstanding of the work of 
the councils. Neither of 
these bodies has espoused 
any political position. They 
are concerned about the 
plight of the poor and the 
opP,ressed under totalitarian 
governments of all kinds. 

Q What about the World 
Councll of Churches' recent a• 
sembly In Vancouver, which 

Thi World Coancll 
doesn't "espoup one 
po1mca1 viewpoint 
over another'' 

objected to a few Amertc:an advlsen In Central America but cld 
not crttlcfze the Soviet Union by name for occupying Afg,..,._ 
stan with 100,000 troops? 

A Actually, the resolution on Afghanistan supported the 
peace efforts of the Secretary-General of the United Na­
tions and did call for withdrawal of Soviet troops as part of 
an overall settlement. However, I know that WCC actions 
sometimes appear one-sided to the casual observer. 

But one must understand the dynamics that exist within 
an assembly of the World Council of Churches. This is a 
volu,ntary organization whose delegates represent more 
than 300 _churches in over 100 countries, including some 
with totalitarian governments of the right and of the left. 
When the council is considering a public statement that 
involves any of those · countries, the representatives from 
those nations are consulted, and we strive not to adopt a 
position that would jeopardize those individuals or their 

. churches. · 
: · Q Does that mean that Ruaala'a govemment-aupervt11d 
churchmen can veto virtually any statement that la too crttlcal of 
their country? 

A They do not have a veto. However, as -with delegates 
from any other country that is being criticized, we consult 
with them often. for hours over the wording of any state­
ment. When delegates from the repressive country say, 
"This is absolutely *e most we can say and still go back to 
our country to live 11,Dd work," and advocates on the other 
side say, "This is the least we can live with." then we have 
our final draft. 

That's true not only of delegates from Communist coun­
tries but also of delegates from equally repressive countries 
on the right, so I don't think this approach shows a bias. 

Q Then why Is the councll ao critical of the U.S.? 
A The council is free to criticize policies of the U.S. be-
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Interview With the Rev. Robb (continued) Interview With Mr. Thompson (continued) 

support the Soviet line in exchange for permission to exist, cause delegates from the United States have freedom of 
and the WCC plays along for fear the government might speech, religion and the press. The fact that we can return to 
force the church to withdraw from the council. this country without fear of reprisals is a matter on which 

I'm not questioning the sincerity of many of the Russian U.S. citizens should rejoice, because it's an affirmation of our 
Orthodox leaders, but I'm concerned · that people might rights under the Constitution. 
take seriously the statements they make on behalf of Soviet P. Have wee ottlclal1 tried to per1uade Soviet churchmen to 
interests. be more courageous about statement, on the Soviet Union? 

Q What do .you mean when you say that American church A I certainly would not attempt to do so. Nor do I 
money la 

0

belng' u1ed for objectionable cau,e■? believe I should volunteer anyone else to be a martyr. 
A The councils have given half a million dollars for Viet- Q What about charge■ that the wee glvH .money from the 

nam's so-called new economic zones, which resemble collection platH of American churchH to guerrilla groups, In-
forced labor camps. About 1.5 million dollar~ went to a eluding the SouthwHt African People's Organization? 
Nicaraguan literacy campaign that used Cuban teachers A These charges are simply not true. The fact is that the 
and reading materials full of propaganda glorifying the money for SW APO comes from an optional fund of the 
Sandinista revolution. WCC that receives almost no money from the U.S.-an 

But the best-known example is ii special fund \\oithin the average of less than $5,000 a year. 
·WCC's Program to Combat Racism that has spent more Although American denominations contribute to other 
than 5 million dollars over the last 13 years. Much of that parts of the Program to Combat Racism, most give nothing 
money has gone to terrorist groups such as the African at all to this special fund, which is forbidden to tap the 
National Congress, which last May 24 took responsibility for routine donations from churches because some of its proj-
setting off a car bomb in downtown Pretoria that killed 19 ects are controversial. All of its money is designated for 
people, all of them innocent civilians. this fund. 

Q But council ottlclala lnll1t that this 1peclal fund receive• Q But haven't the councils also provided funds for a Nlcara-
almoat no money from the U.S.- guan literacy program that used Cuban teacher& to spread pro-

A Five million dollars is a considerable amount of money Castro propaganda? 
where I come from. Moreover, the people in the pews A That couldn't have been too controversial, since the 
don't designate where that money goes. That's up to United States government itself supported the very same 
church bureaucrats. But you can't measure what the WCC program. 
does purely in dollars and cents. You have to measure ii by Q Do the counclla spend too much of their time on aecular 
the influence they seek to exert among the people an~ mattera aa oppoeed to religious wort? 
governments of the world. In this regard, the views of A No. The press has frequently played up the so-called 
individual c}:iurch members get very little attention. political aspects because it found those to be sensational or 

Q Aren't the grants you mention overshadowed by the mll• controversial. In reality, one of our biggest activities is 
Ilona of dollars the councils give In humanitarian aid, Including fighting hunger through gifts of food and by assisting with 
help to Pol" who rellat Communist oppreaaion? irrigation, better seeds and farming techniques to avoid the 

A It's true that the. NCC and WCC often meet the physi- need for feeding programs later on. 
cal needs of oppressed people and refugees fleeing Com- Another major program of the National Council of 
munism. But why do they not speak out about the causes of Churches has been to assist in the resettlement of a third of 
these peoples' misery? For instance, they have done a noble a million refugees in this country. ~yone who thinks the 
job sheltering Vietnamese boat people, but they have not council blinks at the problems of Communism should real-
said one word about the government abuses that caused the ize that 90 percent ·of those refugees have come from 
.exodus. Also, they send relief to Poles but have not spoken countries under Communist domination. 
up on behalf of Solidarity. Q Don't some members of the Wortd Council try to fight 

Q Do religious people have a duty to speak out when moral Third World hunger through politics? 
prtnclplH are violated? .... A. The World Council works through church memben 

A I don't know that the WCC or the NCC should be wherever it functions, and frequently churches and church 
speaking out on every conceivable ________ _._ ______ ...,___ people in Third World countries are 
question. When did a theological de- Many boat people are helped by church ~ involved in politics. I don't think the 
gree give one expertise in econom- ells, tNt crttlca claim those groups haven't p,o- World Council should interfere in 
ics or statesmanship? teated rights' vlolatlone In Southeast Asia. the political affain of those coun-

Churches should be educating I tries, and I am not aware that the 
people, helping them with their council, as such, espouses one politi-
material needs and bringing them cal viewpoint over another. 
to a knowledge of Christ, which in Q Why, despite all you"ve said, are 
itself will be a great inspiration for ao many churchgoen upset with the 
advancement. pollclH of the councils? 

I would also say this: If the WCC A Part of the problem is that 
believes that socialism is the best those of us in the councils somehow 
expression of the Christian faith, have not been able to explain ade-
they should openly say so to their quately to the people in the pews 
constituencies in the West. Then in- the true background of our state-
dividual church· members could de- ments and policies-particularly re-
cide for themselves if they want to garding overseas issues. I find that 
support that kind of program or not. when I visit individual congrega-
1 believe, though, that the vast ma- tions and talk to the people, they 
jority would disagree with a philoso- usually come to understand our ac-
phy weighted toward socialism. □ tions better. D 
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INTERFAITH CENTER ON CORPORATE flESPONSJBILITY 

A Sponsored Related Movement of the National Council of Churches 
475 Riverside Drive • Room 566 • New York , NY 10115 (212) 870-29~ 

Rev. Theodore Purcell, S.J: 
Georgetown University 
Washington, D.C. 20057 

Dear Father T~d: 

July 26, 1983 

I have been planning to t.rrite you for several months now to share 
a deep concern that we have at ICCR and within many of the churches 
that comprise our ecumenica1 family. 

I remember well the counsel you have given us in person and by letter 
over the years, as you encouraged µs to be pragmatic, and both balanced 
and specific in the demands we put -before corporations. -You have · 
urged us to under stand the sophisticated , decision-making processes 
within corporations and utilize them as we pressed our positions with 
top management. You properly urged us to tighten lax language in 
shareholder resolutions and not simply to make symbolic statements, 
but to pursue realizable and realistic changes in corporate policy. 
Throughout you urged us to be fair and balanced. 

We have profited from your private· advice and your public admonitions 
through JACIR and the Harvard Business Review. Needless to say, I was 
profoundly distressed when I saw that you a~e listed on the.Board of 
the Institute for Religion. and Democracy, and have stayed on that Board 
even while the IRD has led one of the most unbal~nced and biased 
attacks on the social justice programs of the mainstream Protestant 
.churches that we have seen in decades. As Reader's Digest and 60 Minutes 
repeated the IRD's scandalous accusations I expected to see some word 
in pri nt from you urging balance- and moderation on their part. No such 
cleclaration ~1as be.an obser,,--ed ! 

While ICCR has not been directly attacked by the IRD as yet, as you 
know we feel we are all challenged when the IRD launches a broadside 
against the NCC •. As you also know~ the iRD's position is hardly that of 
an objective, non-partisan organization, but is openly partis~n and 
political, reflecting, many say, the politics of the Social Democrats. 
Your active involvement in the leadership of IRD leads me to some 
unhappy conclusions about your own work and that of JACIR. Let me list 
them and invite your response. 

* Your tradition of encouraging fairness and balance has been sadly 
betrayed in your IRD involvement and instead a narrow political 
perspective has emerged 

. 
* JACIR's position within the Jesuits, increasingly under question as 

an authoritative voice of integrity. on shareholder resolutions is 
now ope·n to further ,ques·tion. Is JACIR really a vehicle through which 

.. 
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you seek to promote a particular narrow brand of social philosophy, 
questioning the legitimacy of all others? 

* How is it that JACIR's position is quoted in the Bristol Myers proxy 
statement opposing a shareholder resolution on baby foi;mula suppott4ili 
by scores of other church investors? Does this use of the JACIR 
position indicate that the baby _formul.a line of Ernest Lefever and 
Herman Nick.el is the one that you have been ·privately promoting wuala 
the Society of Jesus? If so·, it would work to insure that splits ..wldlln 

_the church community appear to exist, when virtually none are there 

* Ukewi.se, when JACIR under your urging issues critical letters and 
statements regarding church-sponsored resolutions on South ·Africa, can 
this any longer be seen as an objective ·review of an issue, or· is 1t 
an instant replay of the IRD philosophy on this topic? 

In short, I find your credibility as an objective analyst now open to 
question as a result of your active involvement in the IRD. There are 
several things you might consider that would help to reestablish that 
credibility: · 

1. Resign from nm and dissociate yourself from their McCarthyite attacks 
on national Protestant church bodies 

2. Declare yourself in an honest and open way in •the style of IRD, 
arguing. you~ case- at JACIR.· in an above-board fashion as being 
against the social justice programs of the churches 

3. Disqualify yourself from future JACIR activities on the grounds that 
the Committee deserves balanced reporting which due to your own stl:oag 
opinions your are unable . to give. 

You can see from this letter that your leadership in IRD distresses me 
greatly. -I welcome a clarification of the record from you. Until then.. 
unfortunately, I see your role in JACIR as one of blunting social advocacy 
by church investors and promoting a biased response from the Jesuits to 
corporate responsibility. Unless I am corrected, this is the position X 
shall interpret to all our Roman Catholic members in and in particular your 
Jesuit colleagues who sit on our Board and cooperate in ICCR'~ work. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy H. Smith 
Executive Director 

cc: Gasper LoBiondo, S.J. 
Daniel Lewis, S.J. 
James Joyce, S.J • .. 
Ms. Suzanne Geaney· 
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J E S U I T C E N T E R F O R S O C I A L S T U o · I E S 

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

WASHING T OH. O.C . 200!57 

THEODORE: V . PURCELL . S .J . 
October 14, 1983 

C 

"CSCAlltCH ~-0,1:sso" 

Mr . Timothy H. Smith 
Executive Director 
Interfaith Center on 

Corporate Responsibility 
475 Riverside Drive (Rm. 566) 
New York, NY 10115 

Dear Tim: 

I was surprised and saddened by your letter of July 
26 attacking· -me personally and the other six members of" 
the National Jesuit Adyisory Committee on Investor 
Responsibility. 

You question the good faith of JACIR's Chairman. You 
demand that he resign from the Institute of Religion . and 
Democracy, or at least castigate it severely. You blame 
JACIR for Bristol-Myers' 1983 proxy mistake, for which they 
apologi~ed . You are · ·severely critical of JACIR I s position 
on the infant formula controversy for which the members of 
JACIR are alleged docilely to follow the "urging" of JACIR's 
Chairman. · You are totally critical of JACIR's positions on 
South Africa and on other issues as ._ "biased", "blunting social 
advocacy", no longer "a voice of integrity", ~•.a narrow 
political perspective", "betrayed'~; etc. 

I know we are both seeking social justice. ·Clearly, 
we differ as to the wisest and most effective ways of 
achieving that ·social justice. To speak of "splits within 
the church community" as though the church must speak with 
one voice on complex socio-economic, ethical questions is 
to identify revealed religion with social action - .something 
very dangerous for the church~~· 

Dialogue can be had only between people of good will. 
I would find it hard to try to clarify the three issues you 
raise when, with intemperate language, you question my 
credibility and the groups with which I am ass.ociated. 
Dialogue is seriously impaired by unfair accusations and 
guilt by association. These destroy the necessary basis of 
trust for any reasonable discussion. 



Mr. Timo~hy H. Smith 
October 14, 1983 
Page Two 

As you perhaps know, · there is . a real difference of 
opinion among some American Jesuits as to what _ the Society ' s 
role should be in certain aspects of the ethical investor · 
movement·. I understand the rea&0n for your personal. 
intrusion. However, your interference does seem unconscionable. 
I would prefer to work out those differences with my fellow 
Jesuits - ourselves alone. I shall no_t discuss them here. 

A further comment on intrusion: The activity in the 
ethical investor movement of major, respected institutional 
investors, such as TIAA-CREF, Ford Foundation, Stanford, the 
Jesuit Provinces, etc., gives the movement credibility with 
management and with the general publi~ For you deliberately 
to interfere in the activities of such institutional investors 
seriously damages your personal credibility. Stanford's CIR. 
for example •. with urging from the Trustees, .declared a · 
moratorium in 1981-1982. precisely because J:hey were not at 
all sure that they were doing the right thing. They bad 
serious differences among themselves. Would you have tried 
to interfere in their dispute? Or Cornell's? ICCR's 
credibility would also go. 

. The e~hical investor movement is a sophisticated and 
important movement toward the common good, r~quiring knowledge, 
good will and mutual trust. I hope that these qualities can 
be restored in any diaglogue we might have in ·the future. 

CC: Gasper LoBiondo, S.J. 
Daniel Lewis, S.J . 
James Joyce, S.J. 
Ms. Suzanne Geaney 

. ·- .·, '- - .;.. ;,, 
. -~ -· - '\ -. . . ~. 

. ·· - ·- · . . -· -... - ... 

Sincerely yours, 

· Theodore V. Purceli, S.J. 
Chairman, JACIR 
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P.S. - AB to my "credibility", you might consult the recent 
·- statements and actions of Loyola University of Chicago 

and Dartmouth, enclosed . 
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Left 

by Philip Weiss 

been engaged in all winter with 
friends in liberal church groups over 
the prop~r role of the church in 
third-world "liberation" struggles. 
He had · appeared on CBS's "60 
Minutes," castigating the World 
Council of Churches ·for consort­
ing with terrorists and then lying 
about it. 

It is not hard to see why "60 
Minutes" made such great use of 
him. At forty-seven, he is of me­
dium height with a striking, bony 
face: a hard, wide mouth, power-

, ful gray eyes, and a high forehead 
scored with a mass of lines that 
seems to be one of the effects of 
bearing witness. 

But then the flap over "60 Min­
utes" and the World Council of 

· Churches was not the first time that 
.the · pastor had suffered the venom 
of former allies. The previous twelve 
years had seen Neuhaus's political 
views move sharply to the right on 
a variety of issues, and each shift 
had been mark~d by outrage from 
acquaintances on the left. At fint 
Neuhaus had been surprised by the 
reaction. His new allies, people who 
had broken with. other leftist move­
ments and suffered similar obloquy, 
had been patronizing""7""You naive 
little boy,'' they said. There wu a 
liberal party line, Neuhaus J,egan 
to understand, and it was treason to 
violate it. 

Pastor Richard Neuhaus converts from Sixties radical to 
Eighties Reaganite . . 

Neuhaus is not alone in his po­
litical odyssey. Whittaker Cham­
. bers, who flipped from model com­
munist to model anticommunist in 
the late 1930s, is the godfather of 

R
ICHARD John Neuhaus, a 
friend says, is a man of "large 
statements and strict f udg­
ments." A Lutheran pastor 

who first achieved prominence in 
the 1960s as an outspoken radical 
critic of the Vietnam war, Neuhaus 
sat down last spring in his hand­
some Manhattan row house to write 
about another war: "the war of 
ideas." Certainly there was some­
thing about Neuhaus that seemed 
to respond to war. And on this day 
-he was composing the Forum 

Philip Weiss is associate editor of City 
Pages. a weekly newspaper in Minnea­
polu. 
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. . 
Letter, a monthly newsletter that 
goes out to a largely Lutheran read­
ership--his writing came in pained 
gasps, not · so different from the 
gasps of a dedicated officer who, 
slumped on the periphery, unwraps 
and repacks his own wounds before 
returning to the battle. 

The war of ideas, Neuhaus told 
his readers, was a notion· first ex­
pressed by "those called neocon­
servatives," 'but now picked up by 
"others." Today this war was threat­
ening ·"the truth," unnamed institu­
tions, and, perhaps most sadly, 
friendships. The pastor was refer­
ri_ng to a bitter argument he hid 

the phenomenon. Herbert Romer­
stein, a Communist Party member 
in the late 1940s, suffered what he 
calls his Kronshtadt, or awakening, 
at age seventeen, during the ICo­
,rean invasion. Today he is a special 
assistant to the U .S. Information 
Agency. 

Now, in a kind of historical 
echo, radicals of the 1960s have be­
come the antiradicals of the 1980s. 
Michael Novak, the round-faced 
Catholic critic, was once a chor­
ister of the barricades, writing A 
Theology for Radical Politics and 
campaigning for George S. McGov­
ern. Today he supports Ronald 
Reagan and has written a theology 

I 
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for democratic capitalism that ex­
plains how corporations offer meta­
phors for grace. Michael A. Ledeen, 
a history instructor and activist at 
Washington University in St. Louis 
during the Vietnam war years, took 
a pessimistic view of the youth 
movement but .agreed with the rad­
ical students "on the nature of the 
problem," as a professor who was 
close to him characterizes it. In re­
cent years Ledeen has been a special 
adviser to forme·r secretary of state 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr. and a self­
proclaimed expert on terrorism, pro­
ducing urgent calls on the country 
to take an activist role in global 
affairs. 

Penn Kemble, an organizer of 
the labor bloc in the Democratic 
Party through the Vietnam war 
years, held the title of national sec­
retary in the Socialist Party, and 
wrote hopefully of a coalition of 
blacks, labor, and intellectuals--"a 
majority party uncompromised by 
ties to conservative or racist inter­
ests." 

· Today Kemble is a member of the 
executive committee of the Institute 
on Religion and Democracy, a some­
what hawkish foundation whose 
principal achievement is to have 
been granted the podium ~y Read­
ers Digest and "60 Minutes" in 
their pieces suggesting that the 
World Council of Churches is en­
gaged in Marxist adventurism. 

W
HAT HAPPENED to these 
former liberals'? They 
aged, for one thing. All 
are now in their for­

ties; Novak is fifty. They were, says 
Kemble, stripped of illusions by the 
last decade's demonstrations of So­
viet aggression and communist bru­
tality in the Third World and by 
what Ledeen calls the "craziness'~ 
of the Left's domestic agenda, from 
affirmative action to the welfare 
state. 

But they also all claim that they 
are liberals, and that it is the Left 
that has gone into "exile," in Neu­
haus's words; adopted what in the 
l 950s was termed conservative iso­
lationism, Ledeen says. "We're re­
ally paleoliberals," as Kemble puts 
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it. "I came up with the term 'neo­
liberal' in 1977," Novak boasts. · 

But these explanations alone do 
not suffice .. Not everyone gets more 
conservative ·as he gets older. And 
~hile Neuhaus and company make 
an important point about the left­
ward drift of liberalism in the 
1 960s, they were not independent 
of that drift. 

Neuhaus and Novak chose to sup­
port McGovern against the more 
traditional liberals. They shared, to 
varying degrees, the explicit desire 
for fundamental change in Amer­
ican society. They have renounced 
that desire. They have changed.• 

Today they cling to the name of 
liberalism like a cat too far out on 
a branch; they are nearly indistin­
guishable from neoconservatives, 
and occasionally from Ol.!t-and-out 
conservatives. What Peter Steinfels, 
author of The Neoconservatives, has 
called "the outlook" is the same: 
loss of faith in change, antipathy 
to the domestic but not the foreign 
ambitions of the state, the convic­
tion that stability must precede talk 
of justice. 

They have revised their views 
on the Vietnam war. They do not 
like to say so but they think that 
the Great Society failed. They speak 
bitingly of a New Class of intellec­
tuals, journalists, foundation staff­
ers, and bureaucrats, all of whom 
have a vested interest in remain­
ing bleeding hearts. Their differ­
ences with the Reagan administra­
tion might be calculated on the 
heads ot pins. Ask Ledeen what he 
doesn't like about the Republicans 
and he says that they lack a com­
mitment to social justice. And what 
does that me~n.? "I can't abide by 
their hatred of trade •unionism," he 
says. 

Richard Neuhaus's transforma­
tion has been the most stunning. 
In 1970 he wrote. "I affirm the 
right to armed revolution," and he 
warned that the revolution might re-

• It is worth noting that political ac­
tivists traveling from the Left to the 
Right don't sec too much traffic going 
the other way. Perhaps the most prom­
inent exception to the rule is Garry 
Wills, a former National Review staff 
writer who is now an iconoclastic left­
leaning historian. 

quire the "effective elimination" of 
namby-pamby liberals like George 
McGovern who were not left-wing 
enough. 

In 1981 · Neuhaus was chiding 
liberals fo~ being too left-wing, for 
not being able to understand the 
"importance of reading the signs of 
the times." " Anyway who has elect­
ed George McGovern recently?" be 
scoffed. 

"There's nothing lukewarm about 
Richard Neuhaus," the secretary at 
the American Lutheran Publicity 
Bureau says, on an appropriately 
sweltering summer day. She thumps 
down a sheaf of Forum Letters 
on the table before me. Over the 
years in the newsletter Neuhaus has 
gently attempted to reconcile his 
friends to his ungentle changes. 
Sometimes it has been so difficult 
as to warrant vagueness, and a cu­
rious rhetorical device that suggests 
the ideological contortions: Neu­
haus's use of "we" when speaking 
of a liberal constituency he bas long 
since broken with ("We should 
learn to take our lumps without 
whining") . 

At other times he has been re­
freshingly open. "What happened 
to Dick Neuhaus?" a Canadi~ pas­
tor wrote to Neuhaus in 1981, and 
Neuhaus reprinted the letter in full. 
It asked, ''What sort ~f psychologi­
cal-sociological-ecclesiastical factors 
have produced this transformation?" 

R
ICHARD John Neuhaus was 
brought up in Pembroke, On­
tario, the sixth son of a Lu­
theran pastor in an agrarian 

community. There were eight chil­
dren in all, and they were "dirt 
poor" by several accounts, with 
cows, chickens, and many chores. A 
horse or bicycle conveyed Pastor 
Clemens Neuhaus to his flock, and 
the pastor's family sometimes ate 
cereal for supper. 

Richard's father was a stem, dog­
matic man. A brother, also named 
Clemens. remembers that his father 
was nicknamed "the Pope" : a strict 
constructionist who would lash out 
at theological challenges. His fa­
ther once slapped him, Clemens re,. 
calls, for asserting that even though 

( 
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the Bible did not condemn slavery, 
that did not make slavery any less 
than a sin. Richard notes that his 
father gave him freedom to do as 
he pleased, but he adds, ''You did 
not directly cross him without direct 
repercussion." 

Five of the boys were to serve in 
the military-=twd of them fighting 
in Vietnam-while Richard went 
into the ministry. "Had [my fa­
ther] strongly suggested that Rich­
ard enter the ministry, I don't think 
he would have entered the min­
istry," says Richard's brother Fred. , 
A former Los Angeles police de­
tective, Fred Neuhaus says that 
Richard's righteousness about the 
war stemmed in part from rebel­
liousness. It is interesting to note 
that his father died in 1972, about 
the time of his son's most signif­
icant political changes-although 
Richard says his rebellion ended 
five or seven years before his fa­
ther's death and that the two were 
-then reconciled. 

In 1961 Neuhaus, then twenty­
fi.ve, took over the pastorship of St. 
John the Evangelist on the border 
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of 
Brook1yn. Ask him what it was like 
in those days and he emits a deep 
sigh and softens his voice to tell of 
the "winds of youth." Back then, 
young pastors who went into the 
ghetto to preach were the "glory 
boys," and certain~y there was a 
heroic quality to Neuhaus's ministry. 

Owing to the dwindling of the 
community of German immigrants 
there, the church was on the verge 
of closiµg when he took it over. He 
built it back up, with a congregation 
of Puerto Ricans, blacks, and even 
some of the original German speak­
ers. The liturgy was sometimes tri­
lingual. 

"It was sheer hard work and tal­
ent, but he turned it around to be­
come one of the most influential 
black Lutheran churches in the 
country," John Heinemeier, a pas­
tor who served under Neuhaus, re­
calls. 

There was more than that to be­
ing a glory boy, though: theolog­
ical and political activities would 
increasingly consume Neuhaus. In 
an interview in the mid-Sixties be 

spoke of the nation's need for a 
"virile and vital subculture," and 
virile and vital characterize the fre­
quent meetings he had . with oth­
er young pastors to discuss theolog­
ical issues. Heinemeier remembers 
it as "one of the most exciting par­
ishes in the country-Richard was 
the spark." The focus of the talks 
was Neuhaus's traditional view of 
worship, a dedication to religious 

-ritual that bordered on fundamen­
talism. ·He also edited a journal that 
emphasized the importance to faith 
of the sacraments, such as the eu­
charist and baptism. Neuhaus's were 
always High Church sentiments. 

Neuhaus's political activities drew 
on his religious fervor: He wrote 
speeches for the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and called himself King's 
liaison with the antiwar movement. 
By the late 1960s he had become 
perhaps the most fiery preacher of 
the movement. A founder of Clergy 
and Laymen Concerned About 
Vietnam, he called President Lyn:. 
don Johnson a murderer and urged 
·soldiers to disobey their orders to 
bomb Cambodia. The war was 
-nothing less than evil, and the Cold 
War was likely a fiction to cover 
up America's imperialist designs. 
Neuhaus's opposition to the govern­
ment was grounded in belief. "We're 
going to knock out some of the my­
thology of Romans 13, you know, 
that they're the powers that be, and 
then this whole notion that they 
know more than we do," he said 
in a 1967 interview. He affirmed 
the place of religion in politics and 
spoke of the importance to public 
policy of a "covenant with the 
poor." Certainly the political inter­
ests of his parishione~whosc 
black- and brownness was a move­
ment credential . of which he fre­
quently boasted--seemed to direct 
him. In the racially divisive t 968 
New York teachers' strike, Neuhaus 
opposed the largely Jewish teach­
ers union and supported black de­
mands for community control of the 
schools. He spoke matter-of-factly 
of "the Negro revolution in Amer­
ica." 

"He can speak the truth to every 
camp, including those who think 
they have him in their pocket," Pas-

tor Heinemeier says of Neuhaus, and 
even in the late 1960s there were 
signs in Neuhaus·s High Church at­
titudes of his inde.pendence, partic­
ularly in ~is opposition to abortion. 
This had already caused murmurs 
among his movement friends. · Neu­
haus's attachment to patriotic sym­
bols, his invocations of the flag or 
the song "God Bless America," also 
sprang from his religious faith in 
the role of symbols, and surprised 
radical colleagues. 

But, if only in his frequently re­
peated citations of the "Movement" 
,with a capital M, and of the name 
of radicalism, the evidence is that 
Neuhaus enjoyed his prominence 
in the Left. He went to jail of­
ten. He ran for Congress in 1970 
from Brooklyn, losing in a Demo­
cratic caucus preceding the primary. 
In the same year he published a 
book called Movement and Revolu­
tion with his friend, sociologist Peter 
L. Berger, in which he coolly assert­
ed, "whether because the cost is too 
high or the scene unfashionably 
dull, one should not expect to meet 
all his Movement friends at the 
barricades." 

Neuhaus is a master of .pulpit 
rhetoric-the ironic pause, the 
dropping of the voice-and his part 
of the boqk has a chilly tone. The 
"System Itself must be radically 
changed," he said. The existing po­
Ii tical and economic order could 
only perpetuate the country's prob­
lems, and while it was not clear to 
him that the conditions for revolu­
tion existed in the United States, 
revolution might very well be jus­
·tified along the lines of "just" war 
theory. Sometimes he seemed un­
conscious of the weight of his words. 
"A moment's reflection on, for ex­
ample, the bombing of stores and 
restaurants crowded with men, 
women, and children raises ques­
tions worthy of thought before­
hand," he wrote. 

I 
Y-WAS over the next five years or 
so, from 1972 to 1978, that Rich­
ard Neuhaus's most profound po­
litical changes took place. It was 

a critical period for many radicals 
turned conservative. McGovern's 



loss in 1972 indicated the depths 
of popular mistrust of the Left. The 
end of the arms-linked atmosphere 
of the war years also tended to re­
veal political differences that had 
been submerged before. In his 
Washington U niv"e'rsity course on 
student movements, for · instance, 
Ledeen indirectly cautioned stu­
dents against going too far, but peo­
ple remember him in more leftist 
terms. He wore dark glasses and 
groovy clothes, his former wife re­
calls, and could talk the students' 
language. Until the early Seventies, 
leftism was the only game in town. 

Neuhaus points to a series .of 
troubling events between 1972 and 
1978 that he says roused him, con­
vinced him of the failure of bis ideals. 
If one locates in the Left's call for 
quotas on black admissions ud 
black hiring the "revelation issue" 
for many Jewish neoconservatives 
-the issue that as much as any con­
tributed to their apostasy-abortion 
may have played that role for Rich­
ard Neuhaus. The 1973 Supreme 
Coun decision extending the right 
to abortion stunned him and left 
him horror-struck. 

There were also the unending 
miseries of southeast Asia. In 1915 
he called on the Vietnamese gov­
ernment to account for political 
prisoners and its human-rights rec­
ord. Hanoi refused, and Neuhaus 
was disturbed when only half the 
104 leftist leaders whose signatures 
he recruited for the petition would 
sign. 

The Third World now scared him 
in a visceral way. Uganda's Idi Amin 
was feeding chopped-up people to 
crocodiles and in Chad Christians 
were being "buried alive in anthills." 
The crimes of South Africa were 
not so grave by comparison, he 
believed. 
· The refugees from southeast Asia 

and their stories demolished , his 
hopefulness about the liberators. 
"By any calculation of pain and 
suffering," he says today, what fol­
lowed U.S. withdrawal was worse 
than what came before. The war, 
he says, was an aberration in an 
otherwise · good American global 
strategy. 

Neuhaus calls capitalism a more 

Christian form of political economy 
than communism-saying, in fact, 
that it is "evil" even to promulgate 
the tenets of Marxism-Leninism. 
He has become an exponent. of 
the moral distinction that U.N. 
ambassador Jeane Kirkpatr-ick (with 
whom he is friendly) makes between 
authoritarian and totalitarian op­
pression. In a statement of purpose 
he wrote two years ago for the In­
stitute on Religion and Democracy, 
he argued that Marxist-Leninist 
states are godless, setting themselves 
up as "absolute" states with no ac­
knowledgment of transcendent judg­
ment. 

Things were not so much better 
at home. The lack of virility and 
vitality in American life still both­
ered Neuhaus. He expressed out­
rage over the decadence of upper­
middle-class "discontents." Abor­
tion, environmentalism, even drug 
consumption, became linked in his 
mind. In 1975 he shocked the lib­
eral establishment by signing the 
"Hartford Appeal," along with 
seventeen other clergymen. The 
manifesto called for a strengthen­
ing of faith in God and in essence 
ur1ted the church's withdrawal from 
political activity. That year he also 
published a book, Time Toward 
Home, which preached a rediscovery 
of America's special place in God's 
plan for the world, a resurgence of 
"public piety"; and in 1976 he cel­
ebrated Jimmy Carter's presidential 
candidacy, in large pan because 
Carter proclaimed the transcendence 
of God's judgment. 

In recent years Neuhaus has 
made favorable comments about 
creationism, and has virtually em­
braced the Moral Majority, a move­
ment that he said in our interview 
was "driven into the wilderness in 
the 1920s with the Scopes monkey 
trial . .. thoroughly routed from ev­
ery center of discourse, American 
journalism, the academy." Writing 
in Worldview, a Carnegie-funded 
publication, Neuhaus has banged 
this gong even louder, noting that 
Jerry Falwell's ascendancy marks 
the "collapse" of a 200-year "he­
gemony" of rationalist, Enlighten­
ment thought. 
- As for the winds of youth, Neu-

· haus's sails were now trimmed. He 
concluded that the antipoverty 
boards he had sat on, and the · mil­
lions of dollars in government funds 
he had helped to dispense, had pot 
really helped~ In the black ghettos 
where he had once taken his stand, 
the supply-siders' ideas seemed to 
him to have "wisdom." And in 1978 
Pastor Neuhaus-who had once 
planned not to leave his poor black 
and Puerto Rican parish so long as 
the community "put up" with him 
-did leave St. John's. The group 
of junior pastors who had done 
most of the_ actual ministering, and 
thus allowed Neuhaus to write and 
travel, was breaking up. Freedom 
from pastoral duties, Neuhaus wrote 
as he moved into Manhattan, was 
a "liberation." 

T
HE MOST cynical interpreta­
tion of Neuhaus's motivations 
through the 1970s is . that he 
was spurred in his move across 

the political spectrum by two rather 
worldly hungers that are them-
selves key strains of the conservative 
gospel: the desire to influence pol­
icy and the pursuit of material re­
ward. 

Neoconservative literature is full 
of disdain for the ideological Left's 
failure to try to wield · power, and 
this disdain is evident in Neuhaus's 
writings, too. It crops up most cru­
dely in the Forum Letters of July 
and August 1981,, where Neuhaus 
reproved liberals for overreacting to 
Reagan, and in so doing demon­
strated a naked awe for the FDR­
sized margin of his victory. The old 
liberal agenda, he said, was "a great 
philosophy for 'formers.' " 

Indeed, the pastor has always 
grown slightly tremulous among the 
powerful. Thus his frequent refer­
ences to his dealings with Martin 
Luther King, Jr., the offhand noting 
of his "conversations with [Tan­
zania's dictator Julius] Nyerere a 
few years back," and the dropping, 
lightly, of a flint-edged dinner-table 
comment by Jeane Kirkpatrick. But 
Neuhaus has also had more serious 
flirtations with government. His 
greatest claim to intellectual dis­
tinction is a study done with Peter 
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Berger on the concept of "mediating 
' structures'' in American society. 

Entitled To Empower People and 
funded by the American E nterprise 
Institute, the study argued for the 
limitation of government's role in 
social policy and the importance of 
neighborhood, family, church, and 
voluntary associations in people's 
lives. Officials in both the Carter 
and Reagan administrations have 
warmed to the idea, even chatted 
the pastor up. Neuhaus hopes that 
the concept might be the basis for 
the Reagan administration-per- ' 
haps in a second term-to offer an 

, " alternative vision of what is meant 
·,· by social justice." But he's not 
. counting on it. " I have received 

quiet assurance of deep interest 
from politicians," he says with ge­
nial self-mockery. 

As for what neoconservative 
writer Norman Podhoretz has called 
the "dirty secret" of worldly success, 
there can be little doubt that leav­
ing a vocation of working with the 
poor in Brooklyn for a vocation of 
conservatism has been rewarding 
to Neuhaus. When I interviewed 
him, for instance, he led me into 
his study through a well-appointed 
home-across a living room with a 
stereo spilling out classical music, 
past modern art on the walls, a 
glimpse past French doors into a 
back garden, and downstairs to a 
book-lined study wlth an air condi­
tioner and a word processor ( on 
loan, he said) awaiting the author. 

The issue of sponsorship has of­
ten been on. Neuhaus's mind. Thus 
in Movement and Revolution Neu­
haus conceded that the middle class 
is important, in part for its "fi­
nancial resources . .. the airplane 
tickets, and other expenses required 
for the innumerable gatherings, pro­
grams, and publications of the rad­
ical ·1eft." That radical book was 
mapped out during a visit to Ivan 
IIJich's center in palmy Cuernavaca, 
and in the years since, Neuhaus's 
valise has acquired a spectacular 
patina of port-of-call stickers, from 
Tanzania to Tennessee to Cartigny. 
Neuhaus has long been supported 
by the Carnegie Institute and has 
received grants from the Lillie, 
Ford, and Exxon foundations. He 
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notes as a signal aspect 'of his re- the powers that be. His fundamen­
pudiation by the liberal establish- talism_ today borders on political 
ment the fact that he is no longer quie ti sm. He has written that the 1 

in_vited to their conferences. What church should forget about social 
liberals don·t realize, he· ad9s some- or political change and stick with 
what disdainfully, is that there is sustaining people in the "every­
"a very big world" of "conferences day struggle for survival, individual 
and committees" beyond their pale. dignity, and a touch of .grace." His 

That world includes many conser- is a narrowing of the political spir­
vative foundations. Later this year, it, and when I ask him about it, he 
or early next year, Neuhaus is due responds with a grim sort of par­
to take on a full-time job as direc- adox : " I do not talk today as ex­
tor of the new Center on Religion pansively or passionately about con­
and Society in New York, set up cern for the poor in the public 
largely by the conservative Rock- arena, because it plays into the 
ford Institute to explore why the hands of people who want policies 
" vibrant character and heart of re- . that are bad for the poor." 
ligion has simply faded away, in While Neuhaus now emphasizes 
institutional life and individual life." the darker side of society, horror 
Neuhaus says he does not believe has always been the most consistent 
he has ever tailored his views to a element of his thinking. The horror 
sponsor, but adds, wisely, that only of the Vietnam war. The horror of 
God can know a man's heart. Which poverty and malnutrition. The hor­
seems true enough; and so, lacking ror of abortion. The horror of the 
God's insight, one might simply ob- Third World. Behind Richard Neu­
serve that, no less than liberalism, haus's knotted brow, there has nev­
neoconservatism has proved to be, er been much room for hope. 
as Alfred Kazin has characterized Because horrible events confirmed 
it, an "employment agency for right his understanding of the world, 
thinkers." Neuhaus has always sought to be 

U
LTIMATELY, though, to ap­
proach Neuhaus's political 
conversion psychologically or 
sociologically evades crucial 

questions. A serious man with se-
rious thoughts, Neuhaus deserves to 
be taken at his word. He goes a 
long way toward completing the 
story of his transformation when, 
at the 'Very end of the interview in 
his house, he speaks of " the hope 
and the horror." Liberalism, he 
says, has embraced the hope and 
ignored the horror. The challenge 
of neoconservatism; what he calls 
"the vital center," is to acknowl­
edge the horror without giving up 
on the hope. 

The vision of a world divided 
harshly between hope and horror is 
the fundamentalist's vision, and it 
recalls Neuhaus's radical vision in 
the 1960s. 

The essential difference is that 
transcendent judgment was then a 
revolutionary idea for Neuhaus, re­
quiring him to make a covenant with 
the poor, and to struggle against 

horror's witness. He seemed some­
times to wallow in it. The Vietnam 
war was a "huge chunk of rancid 
meat . .. e·xcrement" that he be­
lieved the country had never con­
fronted. 

Neuhaus also harbored a some­
times tactile obsession with abor­
tion, offering too regular reminders 
of how many fetuses are frozen and 
shipped to scientists for dissection. 
He displayed a dark streak of reli­
gious passivity. pooh-poohing since 
at least 1967 the threat of nuclear 
war. While representing an "extraor­
dinary retrogression" for human­
kind, nuclear war would still be 
"something" ( a revival meeting?) 
" through which God's purposes con­
tinue to be unfolded," Neuhaus 
sa id . And a lways in the back­
ground the sound of human bones 
crunching in the mouths of the croc­
odiles of the godless. 

Even a viewing of the film Fort 
Apache, the Bronx provoked a dire 
epiphany from Neuhaus. As he de­
scribed the movie, "the basic situa­
tion is the horror ... and the most 
that can be done, finally the only 
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thing that need be done, is · to be 
with people in the horror and help · 
them to see through Calvary to 
Easter, to see that at the heart of 
the horror tlier~ is hope." 

In the meantime, although we 
may struggle with history, the 
prospect of worldly soluti9ns occu­
pies a "cramped and fetid space." 
( The words "cramped" and "fetid" 
hover like · two crows over much 
of Neuhaus's writing.) There is, he 
blurts, "no end to the ebb and flow 
of the excrement with which history 
honors hope." 

Remember the case of Whittaker 
Chambers. Chambers, too, lacked a 
sense of proportion; to read his au­
tobiography, Witness, is to be seized 
again and again by the lapels and 
informed in self-dramatizing tones 
of the latest crisis, so that even 
Chambers's failure at first to learn 
the Time-magazine · style is reck­
oned a question of life and death. 
He too railed against the Enlight­
enment and secularism--and broke 
with communism, he would have 
us believe, when he found that the 
delicate convolutions of his daugh­
ter's perfect ear could be explained 
not rationally, not scientifically, 
but only by reference to a super­
natural design. "My need was to be 
a practicing Christian in the ~e 
sense that I had been a practicing 
Communist," he wrote. Whittaker 
Chambers craved blind faith. Rich­
ard Neuhaus's vision of the world 
requires no less. 

"I hold no brief for irrationality," 
Neuhaus ·wrote ten years ago, "but 
I am more impressed by the nonra­
tional and even irrational forces 
within creation at its present pre­
liminary stage of movement toward 
the kingdom of God ... ' That con­
tempt for rational efforts to make 
things better has always under­
pinned Neuhaus's thinking, whether 
as righteous radical or as stem apol­
ogist for conservatism. This does 
not prove that Neuhaus learned the 
wrong ( or the right) lessons from 
the experience of the 1970s. What 
it does is characterize his conver­
sion. Neuhaus's fierce philosophical 
consistency allowed no place for 
minor adjustments--in himself or in 
society. ■ 
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Argentine, American Honored 
With Letelier-Moffitt Award 

~ > .., • 

•. 
:~- . fly Carla Hall · . 

'The bad news from Argentina is that ·human 
rigµts activist a11d lawyer Emilio Mignone c9ntin_. 
ues to receive death threats arid occasionally 
comes home to find that someone has painted; on 
the wall of his, apartzµent building in_ downtown 
Buenos Aires: "Here,_)ives the..ter:rorists! lawyer.~ •. \ 

The good neW'S is that he hasn't been jailed in' · 
two year& ·and that huf!}an . rights . work is easier tq 
pursue than in 197~·. when he ,and other lawyeri -­
founded ,the Center. for Legal·~ Social Studia 

,.. (OELS is its acro!l)'m in S~ish-~ ; ' ·., , . • : , 
_ "We1have rpQre-·solidari~ fwnt'~people," says 

_Mignone. "People have ll!S!l.f•.~. ~e re,isoii, he 
. says, is that the inUitary; a · , h'urnan rights. 
· activists of onE! ~f the'. w9rst ~ .rights recqrdtf 
in tpe world, has · l.os.t· plµch ()(, itJ . , tige and 
power since Argentina's ~efeat i ,.. -Falklanc( 
lsl ods war. - · ' · ' ,-"'." .. ~- · 

Migno~ who lives calmly with tli'i 'bad 'news 
and the good news, has dev'oted tne ·past few tears 
ttt coping with a painful lack er 'news. in Araen­
tina-t~ -whereabot\tir of the: estimated 6-,000 lo', 

· 15,000 pe<,>ple who d!ll8i>peared in the) 1970s ~ . 
ing the:; J\1-gentine j. ini.~~ry regime's" war ~ 
leftist guerrillas aoo .'t dissiderits. There ~ 
been few report~: .«lisappearances in the last. cw­
pie of years, bu~there is still little new informa;. 
tion on most of tliose who vanished before. ··· 

Mignone's daughter, Monica, is one of them. 
On behalf of CELS- which is trying to docu­

ment the cases and circumstances of the disap­
peared and takes on some legal cases-Mignone 
has come to town to receive a Letelier-Moffitt 
Human Rights Memorial Award. It is given in 
honor of Orlando Letelier, the Chilean ambassa­
dor~ the _United States when Salvador Allende 
was·president..of Chile, and Ronni Karpen Moffitt, 
his colleague. Letelier and Moffitt, who were 
working at the Institute for Policy Studies, were 



killed seven years ago tod11y when 
the car they were riding in exploded 
as they rounded Sheridan Circle. 
The Chilean secret police was impli­
cat.ed in the ,m{irders. . 

The other recipient of ~ aw~ 
is Father J. Bryan Hehif, director of 
the Office -on International Justice 
and Peace of the Unit.ed States 
Catholic Coliference. He is credi~ 
with influencing the bishops' pasto­
ral letter, ,approved in May, de­
nouncing as immoral the use of nu~ 
clear weapons.• . 

• · •l .am hon~," Hehir wrote in a 
Witter. to lsabel~lier, the widow of 
Onando Lete . _' ' a.human • hts " 
~Yist herself. ". f1<respedt for:~ 

. tWb men [sic} ~ -_are comme~o'- -~; 
~~- by the ~ makes _my .se' • · 
lection parti_c~ly ineaningfuJ ,~ !8 · : .. 
me." . ' . 

" . • . 
The champiofis -0£}.bwnan rights . , 

m(',t'ements liav.e •.J>een steadfastly 
~ · thrQ91il Letelier-Moffitt 
award-Jacobo · erman, the au- ' 

. their and fqra,i'J · entine political · 
·,Prisoner, is ll-~~ipienl So is So-
: corro Juridiro., llegal aid group in El · 
:Salvador. ·Fathet. Hehir is a choice:,.. 
sym\>olic of a.particular ~ the' ae·:: -~, ·• 
lection · committee (composed of 'i2 .. 
activists from various organizations) 
feels, according to Marcus•Raskin, a 
roomber of that' committee and one , 
of &tie founders of the Hostitute for 
Policy s- dies: 

~ . - ,. ( 

: • "' ·life.is a story of being in- . 
uiil ic{Pl.l~.and losing the capac­
itt for\outntge,"-sijys Raskin. "When 
it's · the ~ that""' we can speak of 
hundred$ it\millions of people dying 
in nuclear~ ar and speak about it ~ 
casual ~ •. you know we're . ~n 
trouble." Hence, a man who has spo­
ken eloq~ntly against the dangers 
of nuclear weapons is one of this 
year's recipients. 

,This y~r, as Isabel Letelier at­
tended the annual memorial service 
fo~ her husband and Moffitt-where 
people bring roses and carnations 
and irises as a gentle memorial at 
the 11it.e of a·violent event-she could 
recount a year of bad news and bit­
tersweet good news. On the bad side, 
she is upset that Michael Tpwnley, •. 
convic4id of plotting the_ murder of 
Orlando Letelier, .was not extradited 
to Argentina to face a·nother 1JU1rder 
c~ there. In the Letelier case, 
Tojinley testified against other de­
feiiAents and was paroled from pris­
on after· serving 62 months of a 10-
yeftr• ~ .nte ~- ~ e n~ ~1•_-Rro~ly , 
go ~ the federal w!~;plote<;Pon · pliii. . . ... . . . . 
~ 

- .,,_ FatherJ. Bryan Hehir; b: f !N:ltcha;:~ 
On the good side, th~ Chilean·gov­

ernment has agreed to let l~bel Le­
telier; who is an exile; return to her 
country. She returned for a visit. "l 
was happy to see friends, my c6tm­
try, the. rpountains," sh,1 ~ys, " .. . 

:tiut l wiU teet ike an eiit•,1.mtil this ; 
government that put me ih exile is 
gone." ' 



NUMBEA14 

Religion's 
Animus Toward 

Business: 
Realignment of Religious 

and Cultural Forces 
Requires Business 

Leaders to Think Anew 
about Freedom, Justice, 

and the Morality 
of the Market 

Richard John Neuhaus 

UNITED STATES COUNCIL 
FOR INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 

SEPTEMBER 1983 

I need not tell you that there is, within some leadership of American 
religion, a profound bias against the enterprise in which you are en­
gaged-against business as such, and, more emphatically, , against 
transnational business. You encounter this in many different forums, not 
least of all in stockholder's meetings, where there is a seemingly infinite 
line-up _of challenges, based sometimes upon legitimate protests of 
business abuse, but based, at least as frequently, upon a deep-seated 
animus toward the basic notion of business as being, especially in its 
transnational forms, "exploitative." Business is seen as an adjunct of 
other oppressive dynamics in the modern world, such as imperialism 
and militarism. In short, you are the "captains of capitalist oppression." 

· The expression of this animus takes many forms: in organizations of 
putative corporate responsibility; more explicitly in documents that you 
will see issuing from the World Council of Churches and other agencies, 
which declare, as a matter of almost self-evident truth, that capitalism 
is incompatible with Christianity. The biblical imperatives of justice, par­
ticularly justice for the poor and oppressed, require, it is said, a move­
ment toward socialist or collectivist or "rational" economic planning. 

Some of these expressions of animus ar~ advanced by what might 
be described as hardcore ideologists. While it is Gl relatively small com­
munity that is engaged in an intellectually serious way in Christian­
Marxist dialogue and the development of sundry liberation theologies 
based .upon Marxist analysis, it is extraordinarily influential. It would be 
a serious mistake, however, to believe that this animus in the churches 
is directed and orchestrated by a self-conscious and ideologically com­
mitted conspiracy. It is less a matter of conspiracy than a matter of 
enculturation-the very air that one breathes in these religious worlds, 
the taken-for-granted assumptions which are seldom explicated and 
even more seldom challenged. 

These same assumptions have insinuated themselves to a very large 
degree into our general culture, including the business culture of Amer­
ica. I am surprised, sometimes appalled, at encounters with business 
leaders who have themselves assimilated the notion that there is some­
thing fundamentally illegitimate, from a moral standpoint, in the business 
enterprise itself. They have been seduced into believing that the biblical 
imperative is toward a beloved community of cooperation, equality, 
fraternity, and that, therefore, notions essential to business enterprise, 
such as competition and reward according to merit, are, if not morally 

1212 Avenue of the Americas, New York. New York 10036 • telephone: 212 354-4480 ~ telex: ·usCOUNCIL 14-8361 NYK 



There is no place in the 
world where we see 
democratic governance­
and, therefore, human 
freedom-reasonably 
assured., where there is 
not also a largely free 
market economy. 

·illegitimate, at least under a very deeP. shadow. One conse­
quence of this is that .the business response to its critics is.often 
one of accepting the basic argument of the opponents of busi­
ness and then, in a very apologetic• and defensive manner; at­
.tempting to demonstrate that business is not quite the ogre that 
it is portrayed. . 

For example, much of what-is ·called "external relations" or 
"corporate responsibility" gives the argument away before it be­
gins by saying, yes, we do make a profit, but we also help out 
this poverty group in Bedford-Stuyvesant, we also give money 
to the Metropolitan Opera, and myriad other benign enterprises. 

I am not denying for a moment that there are many reasons why business ought to be supporting 
various efforts, culturally, in terms of social uplift, and, no doubt, this has a significant public relations 
return. However, all of these "corporate responsibility" efforts are misguided if they are undertaken in 
a manner that either skirts or abandons the basic moral defense of the business enterprise itself. At a 
tactical level, one can understand these attempts to put a human face on capitalism, but at a strategic 
level, they are self defeating, since they lock the case for capitalism into an inescapably defensive 
posture. , 

The animus toward business is hardly universal in the religious community and represents anything 
but the majority of religious belief, conviction, and sentiment in American life. Indeed, we are witnessing 
today what an early 20th century Italian social theorist, Vilfredo Pareto, called th~ "circulation of elites." 
Pareto's argument is winsomely simple, yet bears up under close examination. It is essentially that, in 
any society, there are a number of functions that need to be taken care of if the society is going to be 
viable: military, economic, political, cultural, religious. In any society, these functions attract to themselves 
a certain sector of the society which, over a period of time, becomes the elite, in charge of that particular 
function. What one sees over a further period of time is that such elites begin either to take their privileged 
position for granted or become disillusioned with the very function which they are to be exercising in 
the society. 

Applying Pareto's notion to American religious life, mainline Protestantism has for several centuries 
been the culturally formative religious elite in American life. This is the Puritan tradition, essentially, and 
the heirs of that tradition today are what are often viewed. as the "brand name" churches: particularly 
the United Methodist church, the Presbyterians, the United Church of Christ, the Episcopal church. 
They are the primary institutions in the National Council of Churches and among the most important 
American participants in the World Council of Churches. 

For many years, this sector of American religion undoubtedly had the primary culture-forming influence. 
There are other sectors of American religion which have not been providing the public face and the 
public influence of relig ion and religiously grounded values in American life. These other sectors are, 
for example, the Roman Catholic church (with 50 million or more members), the Evangelicals (anywhere 
from 30 to 60 million Americans), and 20 million Americans who call themselves Lutherans. Mainline 
Protestant religion, in which has been historically centered in this century the deepest and most articulate 
and organized animus against capitalism, is in ®Cline. It is not the mainline numerically-it is a minority. 

The Protestant mainline continues to be a major legitimating sector of American religion. It continues 
to have very powerful resources, the various symbols of respectability and tradition in American life, 
and all this, despite the fact that in its controlling themes, in the realm of church and society, it tends 
to be profoundly alienated from the American experiment. Part of the decline is related to a disillusionment 
with the American experience itself. Some months ago, a journal called This World, with which I am 
associated, had the Roper Association do a survey of teachers of religion and of ethics in the various 
seminaries, church schools, and such. In that survey, we put a proposition, and asked for response. 

The proposition is a nuanced one: "On balance, and considering the alternatives, American influence 
is a force for good in the world today." Barely half of the teachers of religion in the seminaries, church 
schools, and such, agree; a very substantial minority emphatically disagrees; and the rest are uncertain. 
If one were to take the same proposition to the headquarters of the National Council of Churches and 



of some of its main member churches, the informed guess is that less than 20 or 15 percent would 
agree with the proposition; a larger group would so qualify the proposition as to disagree with it; and 
a substantial minority would say that American influence is a force for evil in the world. 

No community nor sector in a society will be able to provide cultural and political leadership if that 
group fundamentally does not believe in the mo'ra~ legitimacy of the social enterprise itself. Such a loss 
of faith characterizes most of the church and society l~adership in the mainline churches. Some are 
more profoundly alienated: these are the proponents of various liberation theologies and such. -It is a 
minority phenomenon. Much more pervasive is the general sense of the moral illegitimacy of the Capitalist 
enterprise and of its correlates in western democracies, and,· most particularly, in the influence of the 
United States of America. 

In countering this organized and articulate animus against business, one needs a sense of the role 
of American influence in the world, "on balance, and considering the alternatives, " and of the economic 
component within that global role of American influence. And here is a cause for hope: in the circulation 
of elites it is likely that a new configuration, religiously, from the Evangelical , Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Fundamentalist mix, will become increasingly important in American life. 

I do not pretend to know what will be the new elite. We have to look at how we make the argument 
against both the hardcore ideologists and those who are unconsciously accepting their assumptions 
about the illegitimacy-the moral illegitimacy-of business. I would suggest we make the argument, 
not by tryir}g to construct a direct moral legitimation-:-not to say theology-of capitalism, but in a less 
direct and, therefore, more ~ffective a_nd persuasive manner. In the Institute of Religion and Democracy, 
for example, the approach follows these lines: the first proposition is a theological and ethical one­
there is a necessary connection between Christian ·faith and human freedom. Then you move to a 
second proposition: in our world, there appears to be a necessary connectio"n between human freedom 
and derr,ocratic governance. Only then do you move to the third proposition: there appe~rs to be a 
necessary connection between democratic governance and a free market economy. 

The' third proposition is not so much a statement of principle as a descriptive statement. There is no 
place in the world where we see democratic governance-and, therefore; human free'do~reasonably 
assured, where there is not also a largely free market economy. This is the argument which is capable 
of enlisting the intelligent support of most Americans. 

The argument that needs to be made is one that recaptures the rhetoric and the substance of concern 
for the poor and the marginal and the oppressed, and from there demonstrates that it is precisely in 
concern for them that one needs to advance the cause of freedom, including economic freedom. We 
need to challenge head-on, not the concern for the poor, but rather the opposition's arguments that 
concern for the poor is best advanced by methods of political and economic collectivization. The choice 
is not between bread and freedom. To the contrary, the argument can be made thaf where there is 
concern for freedom, there will also, as a general proposition--empirically verifiable in the world today-

. be a greater production and a fairer distribution of bread. 
We are essentially engaged in a war of ideas. So long as those who are in principled opposition to 

this understanding of freedom, democracy, and economics are able to exercise a monopoly upon moral 
rhetoric, they are going to have a distinct advantage. We need to reconstruct the debate-to advance 
the internalizing of the critique within the churches. One pf. the happy signs in recent months has been 
that, in the mainline churches, church leadership is beginning to demand a higher degree of account­
ability, so that those who presume to speak for the churches on 
political and economic issues are in at least closer conversation 
with the actual constituencies that make up the churches. 

While the monitoring of the churches and the critiquing of their 
errors is important, a more important dimension is that business 
leaders themselves, who in many cases are leaders within their 
churches, not only stay in those churches but become much 
more determined that those churches move toward greater ac­
countability. A new centrist position on these .questions can be 
established. It requires, however, that within the business com-

.... 

. . . let the energies and 
resources of the business 
community support those 
... forces which are today 
striving to reconstruct a 
public philosophy for the 
American experiment. 



munity there be a dramatically different understanding, not only of what 
is at stake, but of how one advances the future of freedom, democracy, 
and economics. One hears many business people . talk about the im­
portance of educating the general public and, particularly, the churches, 
to economic realities. That indeed is important. It is at least equally 
important for business leadership to be educated to the moral and 
cultural dimensions which finally have the strongest bearing upon the 
future of economic activity. Sorely lacking in the business community 
is an appreciation of the fact that politics is essentially a function of 
culture, and that at the 'heart of culture is religion. 

Religion is the substance of culture; culture, the form of relig ion. 
Politics is basically the way in which people respond to or are sold ideas. 

Until the business community understands that it is not simply a matter 
of educating people to the realities of eco11ornics, but rather of dem­
onstrating the ways in which market econom·ies, nationally and inter­
nationally, advance and secure democratic f[eedoms (which are 
legitimated in turn by religion and religiously grounded values), the 
enemies of democratic freedom (and, not so incidentally, of market 
economy) are going to have a powerful advantage in- being able to 
manipulate biblical imagery and rhetoric in a way that makes it appear 
that, at best, capitalism can be practiced with a bad conscience. 

It is not enough to persuade people that capitalism "works" econom­
ically, w,hereas its alternatives with alarming consistency fail. It is also 
important to demonstrate that the business enterprise is premised upon 
more than a superficial pragmatism as to what works. It is premised 
upon ideas about the dignity of the human person, the relationship 
between personhood and property, the relationship between person­
hood and property and the securities of democratic polity, and all of 
this premised in an understanding of human freedom. To sum up: 

• You are right to perceive an anti-business animus in the most vocal 
leadership sectors of the mainline churches, an animus directed with 
greatest intensity against transnational business. 

This article is based on a 
speech given by the author 
on June 30, 1983, to a joint 
luncheon meeting of the 
Council's Task Forces on 
the Contributions of Interna­
tional Business to Growth 
and Development and on 
Health and Safety Initiatives 
as part of the Council's busi­
ness-church dialogue ef­
forts. Pastor Richard John 
Neuhaus is a Lutheran theo­
logian who has for twenty 
years been active in civil 
rights, pfJace, and other as­
pects of public religion. He 
has served as Senior Editor 
of Worldview magazine and 
as Project Director for the 
Council on Religion and In­
ternational Affairs, New York 
City. He is director-desig­
nate of The Center on Reli­
gion and Society, New York 
City, and is the author of 
nine books on theology and 
various dimensions of public 
ethics. 

• It is important, however, to understand that these sectors of religious leadership by no means are 
the total or even the controlling sectors in American life, that increasingly they are being challenged 
by a new realignment of religious forces in accord with something like Pareto's understanding of the 
circulation of elites. 
• The concern for economics, if it is to be effectively communicated, must be related to the priority 
concerns for democratic governance and the religiously imperative concern for human freedom and 
religious freedom in particular. All of this is premised upon a new understanding of the relationship 
between culture, politics, and religion. 
• The strategy is to stay in the mainline churches if you are there already. 
• What is really at stake is the truth or falsehood of the proposition that "on balance, considering 
the alternatives," American influence is a force for good in the world . If one believes that proposition 
is true, then let the energies and resources of the business community support those intellectual, 
academic, cultural forces which are today striving to reconstruct a public philosophy for the American 
experiment. This wi ll provide a religiously grounded, moral legitimation for the sense of hopefulness. 
It will once again make America, if not the last best hope on earth, at least a symbol of promise, not 
only for the successful and the energetrc in the world, but for those who have f~t that they have been 
un·fairly marginaljzed. . · 
The hope is that they will see again, in America's exemplary exercise of democratic governance and 

human freedom, a·model which will be for them much more compelling and inspiring than the alternative 
models proposed by those who either have never known or have become disillusioned with the idea 
of democracy. 

The views expressed in "Focus on Issues" are the author's own and do not necessarily reflect those of the members of the United States Council. 
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WAGING WORDS 
NCC sympathizers bring strong words to bear on 

'questionable council polity 

8/AC.TION/Sept.-Oct. 1983 

At the very outset of the fight , sides were 
quickly taken. In one corner was the , 

National Council of Churches, and in the 
other corner stood the Institute on Reli­
gion and Democracy, an organization with 
an eye on protecting religion and democ­
·racy. The IRD came out swinging fast and 
furious. 

Bishop James Armstrong (left photo). IRD spokesman 
Richard Neuhaus and Edmund Robb, IRD chairman 
(pictured respectively) answer questions from the press 
after they appeared on 60 Minutes' broadcast, "The Gospel 
According lo Whom?" 

"What worries me most," accused Lu­
theran minister and IRD spokesman 
Richard John Neuhaus before the 60 Min­
utes limelight, ' ' is when the church starts 
telling lies about countries where people 
are being imprisoned and tortured and 
slaughtered, as in Indochina, for example, 
after the American withdrawal. ... 

"So we have religious leaders," he con­
tinued, "who go to countries, which are 
massively repressive regimes in which 
Christians are jailed and being tor-
tured .. . , to consort with the persecutors 
of the church of Christ. This is evil. This is 
wrong. This discredits the church as 
social witness." · · 

On the counteroffensive the council 
has sent out page upon page of response to 
virtually every minister, church official 
and religious activist in its constituency. 
Arguing that the attacks from the media 
and the IRD were an affront to the minis~ 
try and work of these churches within the 
NCC, the materials have sought to rally 
grass-roots support against these allega­
tions. And the counterattack might have -

-
/_ 



t 
j 
\ 
l 

± .. 
:.J 
< :,. 

-... ··~ 

worked. But then religious journalists and 
leaders. generally respected throughout 
the NCC megastructure, began to con­
front the situation. 

Addressing last April's meeting of the 
NCC information committee. Christian 
Century editor James Wall advised that 
the best response the council could make 
to its critics would be to "clean up their 
act." While Wall criticized the IRD for 
using "a hatchet rather than a scalpel" to 
make its points, he said that church mem­
bers of NCC denominations were ready for 
someone to answer their growing con­
cerns about the controversy. 

"Average church members," he said, 
"have been genuinely concerned about 
the leftist bend of the NCC churches, and 
were just waiting for someone to articu­
late their concerns." 

Wall further contended that NCC staf­
fers are prone to "romantic, revolutionary 
rhetoric of the left," and that "there are 
too many places where staff are able to 
manipulate resolutions and get them 
passed." 
· But undoubtedly the most important in­

ternal examination of the criticism against 
the NCC was a.two-part series published 
in April issues of the United Methodist 
Reporter, called by Time magazine the 
church's most influential newspaper. De­
scribing its research as "the most exten­
sive and intensive investigative efforts in 
our paper's history," the Reporter ana­
lyzed five year's of NCC statements and 
publications and "discovered that the 
NCC has devoted at least four times more 
effort to addressing abuses by dictatorial 
rightist regimes [such as South Korea] 
than those by dictatorial leftist regimes 
[such as Vietnam]. 

"And when the NCC did respond to 
repression of persons living under govern­
ments with Marxist leaders," the Reporter 
continues, "it did so with much less 
intensity .... " Due to the large number of 
responses for reprints, the study has been 
reissued as a special six-page supplement. 

To further buttress its own claims about 
NCC policies, the IRD has recently pub­
lished A Time for Candor. In hopes of 
countering NCC claims that its work on 
behalf of the oppressed does meet the de­
mands of the Christian gospel. this study 
seeks to draw a distinction between aid to 
the needy and financial aid that supports 
repressive governments. With this dis­
tinction in mind, the study documents 

various cases where mainline church 
organizational and financial support have 
gone to organizations and governments of 
the totalitarian left. The study has been 
sent to church leaders throughout the 
United State~ 

In view of the continuing barrage of 
allegations, NCC leadership has begun to 

"Christian Century editor James 
Wall advised that the best 
response the council could make 
to its critics would be to 'clean up 
their act. .... Average church 
members have been genuinely 
concerned about the leftist bend 
of the NCC churches, and were 
just waiting for someone to 
articulate their concerns.' " 

concede that something must be done. 
Speaking to reporters for the United 
Methodist Reporter, Bishop James Arm­
strong, president of the NCC, said that 
"the NCC must devote far more attention 
to mistreatment of people by their left­
wing governments." 

The penetration of this evidence to the 
local church level provoked the Council 
of Bishops of the United Methodist 
Church to establish a special committee to 
look into the charges. And in like manner, 
the reunited Presbyterian Church (USA) 
voted in'June to establish a panel of seven, 
who represent the diversity of views 
found in that denomination, to investigate 
the causes of the controversy. As the two 
most powerful denominations within the 
NCC. the results of their investigations 
cannot but influence other mainline 
churches and the ecumenical movement 
as a whole.-By Kerry Ptacek, research 
director for the Institute on Religion and 
Democracy, a Washington, D.C.-based 
foundation sponsoring various educa­
tional projects in support of democratic 
values and institutions 

9IACT10NiSept.-Oct. 1983 
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MEMO 

IRD Board and Special Friends 

Penn Kemble 

We have all heard the argument that to 
encourage democracy on the international scene 
is really just another way of imposing our values 
on other peoples. 

I thought Peter Berger's discussion of this 
subject was most thoughtful, and I've sent it along 
in the hope that you too may find it useful. 

(202) 822-8627 

' The members of this board serve as individuals active in their own denominations. not as representatives of the Institutions with which they are idemified. 
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Commentary 

Democ~acy for E.veryone? 
" ~ . . 

_Peter L., Berger 

0 N June 8, 1982, in a speech to the 
British Parliament, President Reagan 

called for a "global campaign for democracy." In 
a key passage he said: "The objective I propose is 

, quite simple to state: to foster the infrastructure 
of democracy-the system of a free press, unions, 
political parties. universitie5-which allows a peo­
ple to choose their own way, to develop their own 
culture, to reconcile their own· differences through 
peatcful means." 

This presidential initiative both legitimated 
earlier efforts to use American government re:. 
somcea for the promotion of democracy abroad 
and launched a new effort directed at the sam«; 
cn4 The most important such effort has been the 
project to create a National Endowment for De-·-

.- ... ~. a new institution that~w9uld-draw on thcf 
two major political parties 3;5 well as on organized 
labor, the busines.1 community, and possibly other 
printe institutions. Bearing some resemblance to 
the political Sti/tungen of West Germany, the E~ 
dowmcnt would give assistance and advice to dew 
oc:ratic parties and movements abroad, and espe, 
dally in the Third World. At the same time, the 
United Stat~ Information Agency (USIA) hu 
been directed by the administration to intensify 
ill presentation of democratic ideas- and realities. 

The issue of the advocacy of democracy has thus 
acquired a new timelineu. That issue has a num­
ber of political and ideological aspects. It is clearly 
related to the concern, shared by many people at 

- different • points along the political spectrum, that 
tbu country needs a new· sense of itself cll\d it,,. 
mission i~ the. world. There is also the convicti~ . 
that despite (or because of) recent tensions, the 

. - countries of the Western Alliance need a rallying 
point for their common democratic values. which, 
after all, constitute the orily durable foundation 
of the Alliance. Then there is the need to define 
a Western stance in the face of the Soviet Union 
and its use of Marxist ideology in the service of its 
wperialpurpo~ , -

In addition to each of these facets, there is the 
North/South dimension of the usue. Specifically, 

• ~ ~ BUGD ii Uuivcnity Profe1101r at Boltoa Univer­
sity. H11 most recent book is The War •Over the Fomil7: 
C111'turing the Middk Ground (with Brigitt.e Berga). 
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there is tqe question of. the manner in which de­
mocracy can or should be advocated.to non-W cstern 
societies-precisely those societies, notably in Asia 
and Africa, where one cannot readily presuppose 
a commonality of values of the kind the United 
States shares with Europe and (at least in the 
educated classes) with Latin America. Is democ­
racy so closely intertwined with specifically West­
em values that to advocate it in non-Western' 
societies is futile. o!" undesirabl~ or both? · 

President Reagan addressed himself to this qu~ 
tion in his speech. Immediately after stating the 
objective quot~ above, he went on: 

This is not cultural imperialism; i~ i; ~~viding 
the means for genuine self-determination aJ:!C\ 
protection for diversity. Democracy alrcadt . 
flourishes in· countries with ve,:y different cuf­
turcs and historical expcrie~ces. It would be cul­
tural condescension, or worse; to say that any 
people prefer dictatorship to democracy. . : 

In view of the history of this.'century. both in- th~ 
West and else'wh~ the President's final sentence 
may be somewhat oyer-optimistic; after all, there ia 
indeed the phenomenon that Erich Fromm (refer~ 
ring primarily to Nazism) called "th,c ~pc from· 
freedom," and that Jean-Fran~is Revel {referring 
to the apparently ineradicable sympathy of West­
ern intellectuals for dictatorships of the Left) ~as 
described as "the totalitarian temptation." Be that 
particular point as it may, however, the assertion 
that to champion the spread of democracy does, 

• q.Ol constitute cultural . imperi~ism requires fur.:. 
'tl;er elaboration. ; 

On the face of it, there. is a ceruin resemblance 
here to the debate over hu~ riglits during the 
Caner administration. There is a similar concern 
for the American sell-image, for the ideological 
underpinnings of the Western Alliance, and for 
the proper definition of the contest with the Soviet 
Union; and there are similar questions about cul­
tural relativity and ethnocentrism.• But it is. im­
portant to stress that the issue of democracy; or of 
political rights altogether, is not the same as the 
issue of human rights. For there are fundamental. 
human rights that are not in themselves political-

• See my artic~, "Are Human Rights Universal?," CoN• 
MZNTA&Y, September 1977. 

., .. ~ 
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such as. for instance, the right to the free exercise 
of religion. Akhough in practice a very high corre­
lation exists bet,veen human rights and democracy 
(a point I will return to below), in principle they 
are discrete phenomena. For this reason-, we must 
be clear what we mean by the term "democracy.'"' 

In defining democracy, American political scien: 
tists have tended to emphasize the institutional as 
against the ideological aspect . . They see democracy 
as a specific set of institutions and processes rather_ 
than as a set of ideas. This is useful. since it limits 
discussion to the po~i~ical sphere proper. leaving 
aside the questions (interesting though they may 
be) of "democratization" in other spheres (the 
family, work. education, and so forth). It also 
leaves aside the subject of democracy as an ideo­
logical creed or philosophy. The political scientist 
Myron Weiner probably expresses a wide consensus 
among his professioilal colleagues when he says 
that the following four characteristics are essential 
to democracy as a political process: governments 
are chosen in competitive elections in which there 
are opposition parties; parties. including those in 
opposition, have the right openly to seek. public 
support.' a right that must include access to the 
pres.,, freedom of speech and assembly, and protec­
tion against arbitrary arrest; electorally defeated 
governments step down and the losers are not 
punished unless they have violated laws. in which 
case they are protected. by due process; ·and elected 
governments really govern and are not figureheads 
for non-elected elites. · " 

One might add to or subt..-act from this list, but 
it clearly points to the essentials of democracy as 
a political process. Nor is it an oversimplification 
to say that all these characteristics express an all­
important principle--namcly, the institutionalized 
limitation of the power of government. Democracy 
seeks to insure that the rascals are periodically 
kicked out and that, while they are in, there are 
certain things they may not do. 

Now, not even the most enthusiastic proponent 
of the universality of democracy can deny that this 
particular "package" of institutional arrangements 
has highly specific roots in Western history and is 
linked to specific Western social developments 
(such as Roman law, medieval guilds, Protes~nt 
churches) as well as to specific Western v~ues (tlii · . 
ethics of Judaism and Christianity, the Enlighten­
ment, the ethos of entrepreneurship, and so on). 
The question may then be put quite simply: how 
docs this "package" apply to societies rooted iii 
very different social developments and animated 
by very different values? Can democracy plausibly 
be advocated in such societies? Should it be? And 
if so. in what te~? 

T HESE questions are not new. In the cur­
rent debate one may distinguish two 

viewpoints, both originating in earlier periods of 
American history and both legitimated in the 
name of American political ideals. 

There is, first, the view that the values of 
democracy are universal, deriving from huinan 
nature itself. and therefore that the United States 
should support and advocate these values every­
where. as well as the institutions founded on them. 
Interestingly, this view may be found both on the 
Right and on the Left within the American polit­
ical spectrum. 

Then there is the contrary view, again found 
on both Right and Left. According to it, Ameri­
can democracy is contingent upon specific values 
that are not universal, and the United States can­
not and indeed should not try to propagate democ­
racy indiscriminately in all places. Cannot, be­
cause the project is unrealistic; should not. be­
cause to do· so is ethnocentric arrogance. 

Curiously. both viewpoints are grounded in 
affirmations of the "American Creed"-the former 
in its ~mphatic universalism (the Declaration of , 
Independence speaks of "all men"), the latter in 
its tradition of respect for human differences 
(American pluralism). The two viewpoints appear 
frequently in somewhat crude forms--in the one 
case, manifesting what could be called a "vulgar" 
Wilsonianism; •in the other case, manifesting a 
masochistic denigration of one's own culture. 
These have well-known antecedents in American 
history. The vulgar Wilsonian who insists that the 
whole world is destined to become democratic in-, 
the W estem sense is a secularized reincarnation of 
all those missionaries who draped Mother Hub­
bards over the bosoms of Polynesian maidens new­
ly won to Methodism or Congregationalism. The 
denigr:itor of American values stands in apostolic 
succession to a long line of pilgrims, expatriates. 
and ·tourists-gone-native. 

These are extreme types, easily caricatured. 
But this does not mean that they do not walk. 
around in the flesh. They do; the Christian 
churches of America. w~ch used to produce the 
missionaries. now produce a lot of the masochists, 
and they deserve every possible caricature. Never­
theless, some of the ideas underlying the two op­
posing viewpoints cannot be disnµssed out of hand. 
The first view embodies the correct insight that 
the most deeply held values always imply univer­
sality: I cannot claim inalienable rights as a hu­
man being without thereby implying that the same 
rights belong to every other human being. The 
second view also embodies a correct insight-that 
human cultures do in fact differ in their values, 
even very basic ones. and that \Vestern democracy 
has grown out of a highly distinctive cultural his­
tory: I cannot assume that my own values are · 
shared by people of other cultures, or that the 
"American Creed" will be as self-evident in Ibadan 
as it is in Indianapolis. 

Cultural relativity, in other words, is an un­
deniable empirical fact. One of the main effects 
of modern social science, indeed. has been to make 
this fact widely known, cenainly here and in 
Europe. Pascal's dictum. that what is truth on one 
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side of the PyrenCf!S is error · on the other, was 
revolutionary when he uttered it in the 17th cen­
tury; today it has become a staple of popular con­
sciousness. No viable approach to the problem of 
democracy in the contemporary world can bypass 
this widespread knowledge of relativity. 

Yet if the .,"vulgar Wilsonian" ~tion under­
estimates cultural relativity, the ahti-Wilsonian 
position overestimates iL. The aim should be to 
formulate a more nuanced middle-ground posi­
tion, one that is intellectually defensible and polit­
ically practical. This is by no ·means an impossible 
agenda. 

PRECISELY which Western values are 
basic to democracy? Inevitably the focus 

falls on the set of values loosely called "individual­
ism," however vague and even slighty pejorative 
the term -may sound. Western democracy has been 
founded on a specific understanding of the indi­
vidual as an autonomous being. This understand­
ing means that the individual has a capacity for 
freedom. for realizing him.sell in the course of his 
actions, and that he has inherent rights over and 
against the demands {or, for that matter, the 
rights) of any community to which he may belong. 

It is not very difficult to trace the source o( 
these notions in the convergence of two cultural 
streams: the first originating "in biblical religion, 
with Protestantism playing a.. decisive role in its 

.. ipplication to political . democracy; the second 
rooted in the Hellenic view of man, transmitted 
to modernity via the Renaissance and the En­
lightenment and applied to the invention of demo­
cratic institutions by the French Revolution and 
its successors. Obviously, these cultural streams 
have £ailed to affect non-Western societies in the 
same way; indeed, in most of the latter they have 
begun to have an impact only rather recently. 
and as a result of West~m expansion. 

But just as democracy is an idea that manifests 
itself in concrete institutions and social processes.­
so the autonomous individual is not only an idea 
but a lived experience. Actual human beings musi 
feel themselves to be autonomous, to be free or 
aspiring to freedom. to have inherent rights. For. 
such experience to be possible, specific prCJCCS!CS 
of socialization must take place, beginning iri early 
childhood. These processes too require an institu­
tional framework; the "bourgeois family" of the 
m~ West was a key institution in forming the 
sort of individuals for whom democracy could be 
a plausible project. 

Thus it is not · just a matter of Asians or 
Africans not holding _certain ideas. More im~r­
tantly, it is a matter of their not having had .the 
experiences through which these ideas become 
plausible or "real" in actual life. Irt this sense, 
Western individualism is a deviation from the 
"common human· pattern" (to USC: a concept coined 
by Jan Romein). It is so perceived by many non­
Westemen. (The fact that Western individualism 

DEMOCliCY FOil EVERYON.l?/U 

has also been challenged from within Western cul­
ture, notably by Marxisin and other collectivist 
ideologies, further complicates the situation.) 

.. The unusual assumptions of Western individu­
alisqa become sharply evident as soon as one com­
pares them with what is taken for granted in the 
great .majority of non-Western cultures, in all 
parts of the world, and indeed in the traditional 
substrata of Western socfeties as well, such as in 
the remaining peasant cultures of Southern Eu­
rope. In Latin America. Western individualism 
frequently amounts _to a thin veneer over totally 
different Indo-American or Afro.American cul­
tures with a deeply communal, non-individualistic 
character. In Africa, the veneer is even thinner, 
due to the briefer and more superficial experience 
with the WesL But it is in Asia, with its ancient 
and highly sophisticated civilizations, that the 
alien quality of Western individualism is most 
clearly evident. · 

ASIA is the most important testing ground 
for many assumptions about moder· 

nity. It can be argued that there is in.Asia a "sec­
ond case" of modernity in the making, one which 
is not a simple extension of the Western cas«!. Its 
clear center is Japan, though it now also includes 
the newly industrialized countries of the "Asian 
Rim" (South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong. and 
Singapore) and is radiating further (especially into 
the ASEAN countries of Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, and Thailand). These societies lack 
the Western history of individualism. Yet some of 
them have developed democratic institutions. 
Japan and India are the most important cases, 
and they can serve to test many assumptions about 
~ allegedly necessary connection among modenti- · 
zation, democracy, and the values of· Western 
individualism. 

Now, modernization changes all cultures, and 
individualism ha.1 indeed been one of the more 
successful cultural exports of the WesL It would 
be foolish to expect all Asians td be guided by 
traditional communal values. In Japan, for exam­
ple, there is muc::h evidence of the inroads of indi-

. yidualistic values (a fact that may have far-reach­
:·jog social consequences in the future). Also, the 
· West itself has been changing. Strong, anti-indi-

vidualistic tendencies are at work there, and not 
only .of the political sort; witness the countercul­
ture and the rise of charismatic .religious move• 
ments. But the point is that in most if not all non­
Western societies, there is an "audience" · for 
Western individualistic values. To this "audience," 
democracy can be advocated in exactly the same 
terms that one would employ in America or Eu­
rope. By and large, this audience is made up of 
those who have undergone a modem education on 
the secondary or university levels. 

Yet even in these strata there have been neo­
traditionalist movements, some of them rejecting 
modernity outright, most 0£ them advocating 

\. 
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modifications of modernity in line with indi­
genous values, as expressed in the slogan, "mod­
ernization withou~ Westernization." These move­
ments are particularly powerful in the Islamic 
world, but they exist elsewhere as well There • 
is a Shinto revival in Japan, there are strong • 
neotraditional movements in Hinduism, and 
there is .r rapid growth of iQ<iigenous Chris­
tian churches in Africa. Thus ther.«f exist not only 
continuing, and in some places vast, traditional 
sectors of society that have been relatively un­
touched by Western v~ues. There al.so exist si8'" 
nificant groups that have turned away from the 

·Western values once espoused by themselves or 
their parents. 

Does this then mean that in non-Western coun­
tries democracy can plausibly be advocated only 
to ·~converts" to Western values? Or can it also be­
advocated to those who either continue to live 
by traditional values or have newly returned to 
such values? I believe the answen to these two 
questions are~ respectively, no and yes. · 

tion; and so on. All this greatly increases 'the 
chances. for tyranny-not because rulers have be­
come more wicked, but because, if they are wicked. 
they are in a much better position to carry out 
their nefarious designs. 

What ·sort of institutional arrangements can 
' .. one imagine that would reimpose constraints on 

the immensely powerful entity known as the 
modem state? What would be the "fundamental 
equivalents" of Imperial Censors? The answer 
is: arrangements similar to those embodied in 
Western democracy-institutionalized restraints on 
the powers of government, provisions for orderly . 
succession, guarantees for critics of government 
actioqs, independent custodians of law and mor­
ality, and so on. 

Put differently, if ckmocracy did not exist, one 
would have to invent it. Or, in the language of 
advocacy: say all you want about your unwilling­
ness to accept Western values, about your desire 
to pursue independent and indigenous paths of 
development-unless you want untrammeled ty-
ranny, there is no alternative to democracy. · 

{") u1n: apart from its relation to positive It is here that the correlation between democ-
~ values or ideals, democracy is, under racy and human· rights becomes particularly re1" 

modem conditions, the only practical alternative cvant. Leaving aside political rights (like the right 
to unrestrained tyranny. There is scarcely a hu- to vote or to speak freely) that may be deemed 
man -society that would defend the absence of any culturally relative, there are fundamental human 
restraints on the actions of rulen. "Tyranny" is a rights that all or nearly all human societies rccog. 
universal pejorative. The iss~e is how tyranny is nize: the right of an individual not to be subjected 
to be prevented. to arbitrary and cruel punishment by his own rul-

w In traditional societies, there are various coun- en in the absence of any crime; the right of par-
.... tervailing forces to tyranny, sometimes institution- ents to keep their children; the right of people to 

alized. For example, in pld China there were the go on living in the place of their birth; and so 
Imperial Censors-Confucian officials whose job it on. If one traces offenses against these rights on 
was to monitor and if necessary reprimand the a inap of the world, the democracies will show· 
authorities, including the emperor himself, in the very few entries. Governments that arbitrarily im-
name of the accepted norms of political conduct. prison. torture, or k.iU their own . people, that 
The Brahmans, the priestly caste of India, played separate parents froDJ their childen. and that en-
a somewhat comparable role i_n that society. In gage in massive involuntary "transfen of popula-
other cases the function was fulfilled in a more tion," are very rarely democracies. It is not bani 
informal manner, through non-govemmentaJ insti- to see why. Although in theory it is possible to 
tutions such as kinship. tribe, priesthood, and the imagine benevolent despots, respectful of human 
like, which imposed limits on what rulen could do. rights and devoted to the welfare of their subjects, 

But in pre-modem times the most important in practice despotism is rarely or only intermittent-
constraint on government was the sheer ineffi. ly benevolent, at least under modem conditions. If 
ciency of its reach. Even the most despotic empire . one is concerned with human rights, under any 
of earlier times simply lacked the means to·ex_t~nd ' ;.·. conceivably credible definition of that term, the 
its power uniformly an<t: steadily throughout the only reliable guarantee lies in the institutions of 
area supposedly under its sway. Away from the democracy. · 
capital city and a few other political centen, many It may be argued that the requirements of ec~ 
people lived their lives untouched. by government, nomic development make the n¢cessity of democ-
and perhaps ignorant of its existence. racy less compelling. At least in the short run, 

By contrast, even "soft states" today, because of there have been non-democratic regimes with im-
modern technology, h;lVe a vastly augmented pressive records of economic development, such as 
power to project themselves into every nook. and in the countries of the Asian Rim. Yet the evi-
cranny of society. At the same time, modernization dence does not allow anyone to assert that "devel-
tends to weak.en the traditional institutions that opment dictatorships" are a necessary or invariable 
wed to counterbalance government. The social condition ·of ,economic progress. The record of 
functions of kinship shrink. and extended kinship most such regimes is quite depressing-in the ca.,e 
ties weaken; tribal allegiances become less com- of the socialist ones, it is uniformly dismal. By 
pelling; priesthoods are llll:dermined by seculariza- contrast, there arc democracies with impressive 
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economic records (Sri Lanka has been a good 
example). •. 

An argument can be made, in fact, that if eco­
nomic development is successful, pressures -~oward 
democracy begin to build up (South Korea). Not 
that democracy is to be advocated merely as a 
means to the end •Of economic development; both . 
democracy and development are huQlan desiderata, 
each on its own. To defend either ids not neces- · . 
sary to argue that one leads inevitably to the 
other. Democracy is a good in and of itself. 

DEMOCRACY FOR EVERYONE?/S5-

Japan with the ruthless suppression it undergoes 
in China or even in some of the milder authori• 
tarian regimes of Asia. 

Thus, in many situations, protecting the rights 
• of individuals against the state is tantamount also 
·to protecting· the rights of tradition-more pre­
tj~ly, of those individuals who desire to continue 
living in traditional ways. Democracy fosters plur­
alism and coexistence, including coexistence be--

. tween modernized and more traditional secton of 
society. 

Moreover, the desirability Q{ democracy cannot · 
be weakened by saying that it is of little interest 
to the poor. For one thing, every contemporary 

· · democracy was once poor. For another, it is pre­
cisely the poor in every country who have the 
greatest. stake iri protections against tyranny. De­
mocracy is not a "luxury of the rich," as has been · 
argued; the rich, with or without democracy, usual­
ly manage to take care of themselves. 

I N ADDITION to all this, democracy is the 
most practical method for safeguard­

ing those "mediating structures" that are, them­
selves, the matrix of democracy. 

By mediating structures I mean institutions that 
. both give shape to people's private identities and 
also help. them relate to the large structures of a 
modem society. These institutions exist both in 
highly modem and in less developed societies, 

.... 

I F DEMOCllACY is indeed a political. strUC- and they are very important in both. Some of 
ture to safeguard the rights and libcr- them continue to be traditional in character or-' 

ties of the individual, it also happens to offer the (especially in the-West)· have undergone modemiz• 
most plausible structure for the protection of tra- . ing modifications: The most important of these are 
ditional values. the family, organized religion, and the structuret. 

The state is not the only threat • tb traditional of local community. Othen are such innovations 
values. Other modem institutions and processC5-- as cooperatives, labor unions, and other associa-
the forces of the market an4 of technology, mod- tions to protect or promote particular interests. 
em urban life, mass communications-creatc...their Virtually everywhere in the world, people have. a 
own threats. But the sta~ is the most potent strong interest in these institutions, because· their 
threat. most precious values and self.identifications are . 

Take the case of education, virtually everywhere closely bound to them. 
today a state monopoly, pressed on everyone de- Whether one speaks of more or of less modem-
spite frequent resistance. Ivan Illich has proposed ized po.1,>ulations, the protection of mediating stt1lc· 
that the school is the church· of modernity, and in turcs is ~ urgent popular concern. Herc too the 
most countries today it is an "established" church. major threat comes from the state, and here too 
controlled by government and imposed on people democratic limitations of state power are a bene-
by the police powers of government if necessary. ficial answer. 
Let it be quickly stipulated that government edu- Development strategics that run roughshod over 
cation is not necessarily bad, and that both dem4> these institutio&l are likely to founder and/or 
cracy and economic development require an educa- become increasingly tyrannical. A ~ajor cause ,of 
tional infrastruct~. Nevertheless. those with al- the downfall of the Shah of Iran, Grace Goodell 
legiance to traditional values correctly perceive has argued, was the repressive manner in which 
the state educational system as a major threat to his regime. in the name of development and mod-
these values. How can they minimize it? · Once emization, dealt with the "natural" mediating . 
more, the most effective brake on the untram-. . structures of Iranian society. By contrast, the sue- · 
meled power of educators to impose their . . own :·. ·: cess of Japan may have much to do with the crea• 
values on everyone lies in the institutions of tive manner in which intermeqiate institution• 
democracy. · were preserved in the course of modernization. 

The most practical way to protect tradition is to Mediating structures prevent individuals from 
limit the powers of the state. In . non-democratic . falling into the anomie or "alienation" that is one 
regimes. traditional groups are "obstacles to pro- of the high costs of modernization, and also insure 
gress," to be manipulated or coerced as policy re- that government retains a connection with the 

· quires; in a dem~cy, they are members of an values ~y which ordi~ary people live. For this rea-
electorate. Democracy as an institutional me<;han- son, they are crucial to the legitimacy of all large 
ism, especially if it is limited to the political political structures and especially of government 
sphere, is not in i tself inimical to traditional Mediating structures are also the sociological soil 
values. On the contrary, a democratic polity al- from which political democracy, if absent today, 
lows "breathing space" to traditional values and may grow tomorrow. And here, on this point, the 
institutions. One need only compare the benign distinction between authoritarian and totalitarian 
fate of tradition in the democracies of India and regimes is highly relevant. 
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Totalitarian states, by their very nature, cannot of Western culture with unabashed self-assurance 

tolerate even tfle relative independence of such in- is well past. The last major nation of Western 
stitutions. They 'mwt be leveled, controlled, and provenance that still practices "cultural imperial-
integrated into the all-embracing polity. Authori- ism" of the 19th-century type is the Soviet Union, 
tarian regimes usually do not operate under thi,t and its successes, such as they are, may be credited 
compulsion. Once they are in a position to control • to fear of Soviet power rather than to the persua­
political opposition, they frequently permit vari- ,_. sive force of Soviet values. Those who represent 
ous medjating structures--fami~y. religion, local ' Western democracy have,· by contrast, every reason 
community, eyen cooperatives and other economic to be interested in the great dialogue among cul-
interest groupings-to function relatively auto- tures that is as yet only a promise, but an enor-
nomously. In this way, even unintentionally, they mously exciting and challenging promise, of the 
permit institutions to exist that form a potential modern age 

. matrix for a future democracy. · . If the day of the ·missionary is past, one is less 
It is in itself good if the state does not seek to cenain that the day of the self-denigrating pil-

interfcrc in the family or religious life of its peo- grim is also past; but it should be. Those who 
pie, or if it allows them to band together for the come-into dialogue with non-Western cultures in 
pursuit of economic interests. But beyond this a stance of uncritical admiration for what they 
immediate good, there is also the strong possibility find µiere, and of masochistic disavowal of their 
that this kind of participation will eventually lead 
to pressures for political participation-and, just own cultural heritage, arc unlikely to obtain a 
as imponant, will accustom people to social prac- serious hearing and deserve none. · A reasoned 
tices that are indispensable to the workings of stand for the human achievements of Western 
democracy. civilization, including the monumental achieve­

THE day when Westerners could go to Asia or 
Africa and, missionary-like, p~oclaim the supremacy 

! ~. 
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ments of politj.cal democracy, is long overdue. Just 
possibly the current discussion may contribute to 
a wider reaffirmation of Western values. 

.J 
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PRESS RELEASE 

November 18, 1983 .Contact: 202/822-8627 

The Boaid of· Directors bf ~he Iristitute_on 

Reli°gion and Democracy is saddened by the resignation 

of the Rev. A. Jame·s Armstrong -from the Presidency 

o°f the National Council of Churches and· the United 

Methodist Episcopacy of Indiana. - James .Armstrong 

is a man of many streng.ths and talents, and it is 

our hope that they will soon agairi be put to the 

service of the Christian fa;i.th he has so. long, so 

lovingly . and -so ably -served. 

It is our understanding that the Rev. Mr. Arm-
. . 

strong' s decision to ·re-sign his leadership positions 

was based upon· personal c'onsider'ations·. · His forth­

.right action commands our .respect and our compas-

sion. We extend: to him 6ur .iove and our continuing 

prayers. 

(202) 822-8627 

' The members of this board serve as individuals active in their own denominations. not as representatives of the institutions with which they are identified . 



. THE w ASfflNGTON POST. 

1 
·Leading Chttr~hman Resigns, 

1 Citi~ Emotional Fatigue 
\ By Marjorie Hyer · · · Just last week, Armstrong presid-

WaslltnlltOfl Post Start wr1ttt ed over the semiannual meeting of 
One of the nation's leading the National Council of Churches' 

churchmen, Bishop A. James Arm- governing board in Hartford. Al­
strong, has resigned his dual ~ts as though he appeared tired from ses­
president of the National Council of sions that lasted into the night, he 
Churches and as United Methodist presided skillfully during often tense 
Bishop of Indiana. saying he was and emotional debates over such 
"physically and .. emo~ionally ~- . controversial matters as a homosex­
pleted.'" • ' , • .: . · .· .-. . • .. -.. ual church's application for _council I 

In a move tha~ s~ked . ch~. membership and resolutions, critical 
leaders- throughou~ . the country, . . of American foreign policy. · · ' 
Armstrong,. ~9, relJglOUS- leade~-~ 1 Soon · after Armstrong . became 
some 30 mil!to~ Protestant and O~- NCC president, the council came 
~?x Ch_rist1ans. announced._ . h1S .. under widely publicized charges that 
dec1s10n l~~ Wedn~ay; · it deviated from Christian principles 
• ~ addition to filling th~ two po- and supported Marxist causes. Ht 

sations, Armst~ng bas._ spent m~~-. began criss-crossing the country, 
· ~ the past _year on a heavy ~ -- speaking to church groupe_to coon~ 
~•. s~ng · sc~ule, . defe~: -: the attac~ which be said' were. 
die. religious bc~hes, ~. i:e~.n~ ."hued upon· untruths, distort.eel in­
apmst ':°nservattves. crit~c~ . formation, innuendo and transparent 

A Uruted Methodist bishop .81!1C8. political bias •.• ,." 
l~ he began~ three-year_ tef!ll .88. -. Earlier trus·. mo1'th,· he-went to 
prestd~~t of the mterdenomma~nal · F,gypt at the direction of the council 
council m January. 1982. In Indiana , to t to ad p ·d t H · be was the administrator for l,SOQ, . ry persu e rest en onsa 
churches and a,ooo· ministers. ... ; Mu~ak ~ ~lease the le~der of 

The Rev. Clark Lobensteio, direc: Coptic Chnstians, __ ~ope Shenouda, 
tor of the Interfaith Conference heie;: ,· from h~us_e..anest in a desert mon­
said .. he was . ~ama7.ed". by · A -: .. ,.._sstery· · . .' · · · • ; 
saong's resignation. Thougfa ~ · At the ~ -- time-. ~tive 
bishop bad talked about bis busj . . ,- elements withiir the United Meth­
achedule when they met recently • odjst Cllurch. who criticized Ann­
Lobenatein ~ there waa no hint ."' ·s~'a ~~ ~ve s~pped ~ -
tha• he :.1....:- icnui~ , · ~ ~charges .that the natiQD'a sec-• wa COD8..n;au. res, .. ______ , ' . ·' • ' 

Armstrong, a longtime churdl ~-. · ond largest Protestan~ denomination 
tiviat, said in a resignation statement . has. foresaken _eyangelism for popular 
released simultaneously. in Indianair. social and ~!•ttcal causes.. .. 
olia and in San Francisco where the • Armstrong S> • nonsalaned NCC 

I United Methodist Council of Bish- l)OSt will be filled by Bishop Phillip 
ops is meeting, that he had sub- R. Cousin of the African Methodist 

·, mitted himself to .. an· exhausting and Episcopal Church in Birmingham, , 
·inhuman work schedule" and as a Ala., the NCC first vice president. 
result, "failed my family a~ other Retired Bishop-, Ralph T. Alton 
loved ones ... and myself.'! Aidei will take' over Armstrong's United 
said Armstrong has entered the• MethodiaC post until a: permanent i 
Menninger Clinic in Topeka, Kan. replacement ia_named. ·,- , 



Religion & DeDlocracy 
A Newsletter of the nstitute on Religion and Democracy ' Avgust/Sept. 1983 

*'~ 

World Church Assembly Proves Bias 
To those who believe that charges of 

extremist bias in many church agencies were the 
product of malicious "innuendo," the Sixth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches may 
have been a revelation. The American press, to 
its credit, carried candid reports on the debates 
and resolutions of the Vancouver Assembly, 
which ended on August 10. The WCC's antago­
nism toward the democratic wor Id was made 

_ 1.:!n ~ abl clear._ 

Whatever benefit such a demonstration may 
provide, it was nevertheless also a cause for 
considerable disappointment. A distinguished 
commission of Christian leaders from a broad 
range of denominations had achieved remarkable 
success in drafting a WCC statement on 
"Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" which could 
contribute greatly to rebuilding unity in a theolo­
gically and sacramentally divided faith. By the 
end of the WCC Assembly this valuable ecumeni­
cal undertaking was all but swamJ?ed by the 
blizzard of one-sided, divisive political resolu­
tions which swept off the Assembly floor. 

Afghanistan 

The most startling of 
these was the statement 
on Afghanistan, which 
aroused intense debate 
even within the WCC. 
The draft resolution 
neglected to condemn 
the Soviet invasion, and 

===-------seemecr-=-ro-- l::Ofttlt1....,-i:r---=--
cont inu ing Soviet mili­
tary presence in 
Afghanistan until what­
ever time an "overall 
political settlement" 
might be arranged. By 
contrast, the draft 
demanded an immediate 
cut-off of outside aid 
from non-Communists to 
Afghanistan's deter­
mined resistance move­
ment. 

stan," arguing that "if this was a Western country 
involved, the World Council would have de­
nounced it in the strongest possible language in 
the dictionary." Bishop Gunnar Lislerud of the 
Church of Norway sought to delete the demand 
for a cut-off of aid to the Afghan liberation 
movement, on the grounds that this, too was 
one-sided. Even Bishop James Armstrong, Presi­
dent of our NCC, challenged the resolution, with 
the ointed argument that "we vote in this body 

n ot as an ex ensiono nne--u.N., but as members 
of the World Council whose Lord is Jesus Christ." 

But the draft resolution was adamantly de­
fended by a curious succession of speakers -­
William P. Thompson, Co-Stated Clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, and seven delegates 
from the Soviet bloc. While Thompson ar~ued 
that the draft resolution was a "compromise,' the 
Soviet bloc delegates made it clear that for them 
it was an all-or-nothing proposition. Any amend­
ment to the resolution would be "a challenge to 
our loyalty to the ecumenical movement," Arch­
bishop Kirill of Leningrad declared. The amend­

ments were defeated by 
the unusually close vote 
of 306 to 278. 

Central America 

wee photo 

Bishop Alexander 
Malik from Pakistan 
proposed that the reso­
lution be a mended to 
call for ''unconditional 
withdrawal of Soviet 
troops from Afghani-

General Secretary Philip Potter hoists a totem pole at 
the opening of the 6th Assembly of the World Council 
of Oturches. A wee leaflet distributed during the 
ceremony said that totem poles "were not pagan gods 
or demons as is commonly lq>posed." wee Assemblies 
are he.Id every six to seven years. 

There was not even a 
gesture toward balance 
m the WCC's resolution 
on Central America - a 
point that was widely 
noted- in -press commen­
tary. No exp lie it 
demands were made 
upon Nicaragua, Cuba or 
the Soviet Union to 
withhold their contribu­
tions to the bloodshed. 
Revolutionary leaders in 
Managua may be sur­
prised to learn that they 
were even con&ratulated 
for making "significant 
progress in constitu­
tional development 
preparatory to holding 
elections m 1985." As 
the Sand inistas were 
being offered this bou­
quet, it was reported in 
the Wall Street Journal 
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(the only major eastern paper to carry the story) 
that the home of Violeta Chamorro - publisher 
of La Prensa, Nicaragua's only remaining inde­
pendent news medium -- was attackea by a 
violent mob. 

Religious Freedom 

The WCC again refused to make any public 
statement on behalf of the millions of persecuted 
Christians living under the Soviet empire. 
Appeals by imprisoned believers were spiked on 
the grounds that they did not come from member 
churches of the WCC - churches which, every­
one knows, are under crushing pressure from 
their governments. 

But there is at least a deep uneasiness within 
the WCC about permitting an atheistic despotism 
to exercize thls veto- right over 01rlstlali wit ­
ness. David Russell, a Bdtish Baptist, declared 
from the floor in this debate, "The subject of 
freedom is conspicuous by its absence from this 
Assembly." To judge from the way Russell's 
protest echoed on the Assembly floor and among 
observers, this matter is probably the WCC's 
gravest weakness. 

The Middle East 

The only specific mention of religious oppres­
sion anywhere in the world referred to "the plight 
of indigenous Muslim and Christian communities 
suffering from the repressive actions of the 
occupying power in East Jerusalem •••• " Evident­
ly, in the WCC's assessment, Christians, Jews and 
Muslim minorities are treated quite liberally 
throughout the Arab world. When pushed by the 
press to explain this curious imbalance, WCC 
General Secretary Philip Potter raised some 
eyebrows. He explained that the WCC need not 
speak out against the persecution of Jews in Arab 
countries or in the Soviet Union because "they 
(the Jews) have a massive world organization." 

Disarmament 

The usual: the WCC tortures the conscience 
of the democracies about nuclear weapons, while 
ignoring the Soviet threat. Not content to be 
out-bid by the American Catholics, the wee 
adopted some propositions the Catholic Bishops 
had voted down: the Assembly rejected any 
justification for nuclear deterrence, described 
the mere possession of nuclear weapons as "a 
crime against humanity," and urged individual 
Christians to refuse to work in anything related 
to nuclear defense. Bishop James Crumley of the 
Lutheran Church in America, Bishop David 
Preuss of the American Lutheran Church, and 

Archbishop John Habgood of the Church of 
England offered some dissent from the disarma­
ment statement. Archbishop Habgood charac­
terized the statement as an "incitement to civil 
disobedience" which fails to recognize the 
political realities of the need for compromise. 

Though its policy stands are regrettable, the 
WCC did provide a valuable service to the U.S. 
Christian community. In response to the criti­
cisms of the past year, the NCC and its member 
denominations have been burning up their budgets 
to convince members and contributors that 
charges of radical bias in the international pro­
grams of the mainline churches are poppycock. 
After Vancouver, that will be harder to sell. 

"lhe atrocities committed by Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan are never mentioned. Are the 
Afghans not human-.or is it because they are 
non-Ou-istian? .•• How would deleeates feel if 
-America-had-sent troops-to Canada~- - - -- -

Bishop Alexander J. Malik, Olurch of Pakistan 

But some people are still willing to buy. The 
extremism at Vancouver has even spawned a new 
-- one could say, "dialectical" - justification for 
the politics of the WCC. It has already appeared 
this month in a number of prestigious publica­
tions. As one usually sensible editorialist put it, 
"What appears to be a one-sided critque of 
American society is actually a profound, though 
unstated, affirmation of the freedoms of speech 
and religion in our country." 

Well, Christians may ultimately be called upon 
to forgive those who abuse them. But those who 
treat such abuse as a form of love are generally 
described as masochists. Besides, the WCC 
clearly does not consider the democracies supe­
rior to the "socialist" societies - its resolutions 
on nuclear arms, for example treat both as 
equally amoral super-powers. (The West is even 
portrayed as the more dangerously provocative.) 
WCC resolutions on international economics and 
devefop-ment-t-rear u-s-a;S the world's-exploiters. 

Even if the WCC were trying to pay the 
world's democracies a compliment, would this 
cryptic method really be the way to do it? And 
what is the WCC domg to prevent its er iticisms 
from being exploited by those who evidently 
mean to weaken the democracies, militarily and 
economically? To argue that the WCC is really 
trying to tell us the opposite of what it is actual­
ly saying •••• well, we can't help but remember 
what George Orwell once said: 

"You have to belong to the intelligentsia 
to believe things like that; no ordinary 
man could be such a fool." 
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''So Persecuted They the Prophets'' 
Armando Valladares (here with his wife Marta) was 

the recipient of the Institute on Religion and Demo­
cracy's 1983 Religious Freedom Award. Mr. Valladares 
was released .last October after 22 years in Castro's 
prisons. The IRD honored Mr. Valladares as "Christian, 
poet, Cuban patriot, and prisoner of conscience who 
symbolizes all the persecute~ Otristians and prisoners 
of consc.ience whose faith tias never waivered." We 
reprint here his moving acceptance speech: 

••• I was unjustly imprisoned when I was 23 
years old, accused of er imes that I never 
committed. At that time my religious convic­
tions were genuine, but probably superficial. My 
religious beliefs had been learned at home and at 
school, in the way a child learns good manners or 
the alphabet. Nevertheless, that minimal reli­
gious conviction singied.ne out as an enemy--of­
the Cuban communist revolution, and somehow 
helped convince my judges and accusers that I 
was a potentially dangerous adversary. 

However, as soon as I was in prison, I began to 
feel a substantial change in my religious beliefs. 
In the first place, I emoraced God, perhaps for 
fear of losing my life, since I was in danger of 
being executed. 

Today, twenty-two years after those nights of 
horror and fear, that way of approaching Christ 
seems to me human but incomplete. Later I had 
another Christian experience: grieved with pain, 
I saw many young people - most of them farmers 
and students -- d1e, shouting "Long Live Christ 
the King!" I realized then that Christ could be of 
help. ~ot merely by saving my life, but also 
giving my life and my death, if that was the case, 
an .ethical sense that would dignify them. 

I believe that it was at that particular mo­
ment, and not before, when Christianity, besides 
being a religious faith, became a way of life that 

~ in my own circumstances resulted- in resistance. 
Resisting torture, resisting confinement, 
resist in& hunger, and even resisting the constant 
temptation to join the political reliabilitation and 
indoctrination programs that would end my 
p red ica ment. 

But, resistance as a Christian could not 
become a blind form of temerity, nor of personal 
courage, but a thoughtful and calm stance in 
defense of my democratic beliefs; a firm com­
mittment to maintaining my dignity and self­
respect, even in the bottom of a cell, naked and 
being turned into human refuse. 

To be Christian under those circumstances 
meant that I could not hate my tormentors; it 
meant to maintain the belief the suffering was 
meaningful because if man gives up his moral and 
religious values, or if he allows himself to be 
carried by a desire to hate or for revenge, his 
existence loses all meaning. 
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I should add that this experience has not been 
mine only - I saw dozens of Christians suffering 
and dying - committed like myself, to main­
taining their dignity and their richness of spirit 
beyond misery and pain. 

Today, I remember with emotion Gerardo 
Gonzalez, a Protestant preacher, who knew by 
heart whole Biblical passages and who would copy 
them by hand to share with his brothers in 
belief. I cannot forget this man who all of us 
called "Brother in Faith." He interposed himself 
before a burst of machine-gun fire to save other 
prisoners who were beaten m what is known now 
as the massacre of Boniato prison. Gerardo 
repeated, before dying, the words said by Christ 
on the cross: "Forgive them, Father, for they 
know not what they do." And all of us, when the 
blood had dried, struggled with our consciences 
to attain something so difficult yet so beautiful: 
the ability to forgive our enemies. 

For God, there are no impossibles. Nor are 
there impossibilities for those who love and seek 
God. The m<::>re ferocious...the_hat~-­
the more my heart would fill with love and a 
faith that gave me strength to support every-
thing; but not with the conformist or masochistic 
attitude; rather, full of joy, internal peace and 
freedom because Christ walked with me in my 
cell. 

••• The honor which you bestow upon me today 
will have special significance for Cuba's political 
prisoners. I'd like to te 11 you why. During those 
years, with the purpose of forcing us to abandon 
our religious beliefs and to demoralize us, the 
Cuban communist indoctrinators repeatedly used 
the statements of support for Castro's revolution 
made by some representatives of American 
Christian churches. Everytime that a pamphlet 
was published in the United States, everytime a 
clergyman would write an article in support of 
Fidel Castro's dictatorship, a translation would 

Continued on page 4 
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reach us and that was worse for the Christian 
political prisoners than the beatings or the 
hunger. 

While we waited for the solidarity embrace 
from our ·brothers in Christ, incomprehensively to 
us, those who were embraced were our 
tormentors. 

Castro's political police have used these 
statements of support for Castro with such skill 
and for such a long time to confuse the prisoners 
and population in ~eneral, that today the 
Christians in Cubas prisons suffer not only the 
pain of torture and isolation but also the 
conviction that they have been deserted by their 
brothers in faith. 

It is for this reason, dear friends, that I said 
-mat-th ts--ctistim:t io--n--ymrgive,rre-witHJ-e-very -
important for all Cuban prisoners. When it is 
known in Castro's political prisons, and it will be 
known, they will all be filled with joy. They will 
feel they are no longer alone; that they have not 
been forgotten; that their brothers in Christ 
support fhem from afar. Also the insidious 
pamphlets the political commissars read to them 
containing articles signed by American religious 
leaders, do not represent the opinion of American 
believers -- but the point of view of a small 
group. We also have to for&ive this small group, 
because they probably also ' .•• know not what 
they do." 

The lack of religious freedom in Cuba is not 
fully known. Freedom is an all-encompassing 
concept; either there is freedom or there is no 
freedom at all. 

I can tell you that there is no religious free­
dom in Cuba today. Some Protestant churches 
have been closed. With my own eyes I saw a 
church on the Isle of Pines turned into a ware­
house for fertilizer. The same thing happened to 
the Catholic churches of Villanueva and-5an 
Francisco •••• 

The celebration of Christmas was banned by 
Castro and the Christmas tree is also banned, 
being considered a religious and counter­
revolutionary symbol. 

If a student is known to attend church, he is 
expelled from the University. 

If a young child talks about God or Christ with 
his classmates, his parents are called to school 
where it is explained that those ideas are 
unscientific and remnants of an obscurantist 
past. 

If the parents insist, they can be accused of 
the crime of ideological deviationism according 
to the revolutionary code. 

The very few children who attend catechism 
classes are warned by the priests themselves that 
what they talk about in church is a very intimate 
ancrp-er-sonaf 111atter-and hat underno 
circumstances should they talk about it with 
friends. This is done to protect the children. 

I want to ask you to remember my brothers, 
my fellow prisoners in your prayers, especially 
the Protestant pastor, Humberto Noble 
Alexander. They suffer because of their ideas 
and beliefs and the only way to help them is to 
announce to the wor Id that they exist and are 
humiliated, punished and tortured. To remain 
silent will never bring them out of prison. Only a 
campaign to make the public aware and to apply 
public pressure can set them free. My own case 
demonstrates as much. 

To finish, I'd like to read from another much 
more successful writer than I, who also knew of 
persecutions, St. Matthew: 

"Blessed are you when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely for my 
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; 
for great is your reward in heaven; for so 
persecuted-they the prof)het-s-which-wer.e 
before you." -- Matthew 5:11,12 

Armando Valladares 
(left) is congratuJa.ted by 
Representative Dante 
Fascell (D-Fla), chairman 
of the U.S. Commission on 
Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. Right, Jeane 
Kir_:kpatrick (Permanent 
U.S. Representative to the 
United Nations) talcs with 
IRD A,jy .isory Board mem­
bers Richard John Neuhaus 
(center) and George Weigel 
at a reception honoring Mr. 
Valladares. 
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Delegates Captive to 
Staff-Controlled 
Process at Assembly 

An observer at the wee 
Assembly finds as little regard 
for democracy in the Assembly's 
processes as there is in its 
proclamations. I found that with 
the exception of the last few 
days, when the spirit of 
authentic participation fitfully 
broke through, the meetine 
seemed more like a "Peoples 
Congress." 

Almost a third of the WCC's 
member churches pay nothing 
into the treasur et the -- and 

err ea ers - receive riiany 
benefits. The inescapable ten­
dency for this to lead toward a 
patron-client relationship is 
made more pernicious by the 
resolutely pro-Third World 
ideology of many Western church 
bureaucrats, who are often far 
more pro-Third World than the 
Third World itself. If a leader of 
a Third World church dissents, he 
not only endangers his benefits, 
he also risks a challenge to his 
identity. Thus, it is remarkable 
when some do speak out. 

All' delegates to the WCC 
Assembly get intensive orienta­
tion in pre-Assembly meetings, 
which begin more than a year in 
advance of the event. "Issue 
papers" are provided in advance 
-- but the actual language of 
resolutions the delegates will be 
asked to vote on 1s not given 

~--+hem- until very late in the 
Assembly. The most intense 
mental and psychological pre­
paration of delegates comes, 
however, during tne first week 
of the Assembly itself. 

During the entire first week 
of the Vancouver meeting, the 
delegates were transformea into 
an audience for staff-managed 
orientation programs: lectures, 
symposia, slide shows, mime 
shows. After this, it was prom­
ised, would come hearings on 
the WCC's three program units. 
The hearing I attended, "Justice 
and Service!' proved to be less 
than might have been expected. 
For 40 minutes, one group of 
bureaucrats asked another group 
of bureaucrats prepared q ues-

tions, and were read prepared 
answers in response. 

When it came to statements 
from the floor it turned out that 
much of the available time had 
been allocated in advance for 
still another round of prepared 
statements. In the brief period 
allowed for questions it became 
clear that controversy was bad 
manners. If a delegate could 
summon the energy to ask a 
difficult or critical question, the 
staff felt no obligation to 
provide an answer. A note might 
be made, or the questioner might 
be thanked politely for his 
concern and - next question. 
This was indeed a hearing - and 
the delegates_ were mere 
listeners. 

The delegates were also 
funneled into eight issue groups. 
One had the impression that 
these groups might develop -- or 

Socialism a la 
the World Council 

The wee has moved even 
farther from traditional 
Christian concerns for corporate 
social responsibility toward 
attacks upon the free economy 
itself. 

The WCC Program on the 
Churches and the Transnational 
Corporations adopted by its 
Central Committee gives this 
assessment: 

Although strategies for 
setting constraints on the 
behav 10r of the TN Cs 
(transnational corporations) 
may be important in the 
short term, they are not 
sufficient to overcome the 
structure of injustice. 
Such strategies and the 
TNCs themselves must be 
analyzed in the context of 
the world market system as 
a whole. This system and 
TNC ope rat ions in it are 
incompatible with our 
vision for a JPSS (Just, 
Participatory and Sustain­
able Society). 

At the recent Assembly, Dr. 
Dorothee Soelle, a West German. 
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at least review - the key policy 
statements and resolutions which 
would come before the 
Assembly. Not so. 

When the delegates went to 
cast their votes during the last 
frantic days of the Assembly, 
they were presented with policy 
resolutions which they had never 
seen, even though the meeting 
was by now in its third week. 

And who had written the 
resolutions? You guessed it: the 
staff. - Kerry Ptacek 

"(I do not) delude myself that 
there is much likelihood that my 
letter will be read out loud at 
one of the Assembly's sessions. 
It is very difficult for us to 
reach you, much more difficult 
than to reach God. Still, I dare 
not remain silent." 

Vladimir Rusak, a deacon of 
the Russian Orthodox Oturch 

socialist, delivered an address on 
economics at the plenary session 
entitled "Life in its Fullness", 
and summed up the topic this 
way: 

While Christ came that we 
might have fullness of life, 
capitalism came to turn 
everything into money •••• 

The following session was 
addressed by Jan Pronk, Deputy 
Director of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development, and an advisor to 
the WCC. He explained the 
WCC's alternative to the sinful 
economic arrangements of the 
present: the New International 
Economic Order. The NIEO, as 
Pronk explained it, is just 
another way of describing 
"international democratic social­
ism." He asked why people 
object to enforcing policies 
internationally that are now 
acceptable in many Western 
European countries. 

Pronk was not clear about 
how an economic order run by 
the U.N., most of whose member 
countries are led by generals, 
autocrats, or Communists, could 
properly be called "democratic 
socialism." It occurred to some · 
observers that a more apt term 
might be "international fascism." 



The Church Left on Workers' Rights: 

Activists Press Labor on Jessup Role 
If other methods of persuasion 

don't work, try to threaten a guy 
through his employer. 

This was the not-so-subtle 
tactic adopted last June by eight 
church officials and activists 
who issued a statement urging 
"our friends in the labor move­
ment to work to end labor's 
participation in the attack upon 
religious organizations." Their 
target is IRD founder Dav id 
Jessup, a UM layman who works 
for the Committee on Political 
Education of the AFL-CIO. 

The ch urch - offic ials- did not 
argue that the IRD's pro­
democracy stance is incompati­
ble with the foreign policy 
positions adopted at AFL-CIO 
conventions or council meetings. 
In fact, some left-leaning church 
leaders may be exploitmg this 
incident to try to pressure labor 
to adopt their foreign policy 
views. U~wscope reported 
that Peggy Billings, one of the 
signers of the letter, complained 
in an interview that "labor 
organizations do not support the 
church when it addresses suffer­
ing in Third World nations or 
peace and disarmament negotia­
tions." Billings told Newscofue, 
"The issue is much larger t an 
David Jessup." 

The attack on Jessup has 
provoked other church leaders to 
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defend his right to participate 
freely in his church. According 
to Robert L. Wilson, Duke 
Divinity School, a group of nine 
United Methodists - including 
two bishops and three seminary 
professors - have signed a letter 
to AFL-CIO President Lane 
Kirkland, noting that "Ours is a 
strong denomination, born of 
dissent •••• We find it extraordi­
narily inappropriate that an 
attempt is being made to dis­
suade someone (David Jessup) 
from exercising his rights as a 
church member by trying to 
p.r~s_s_ure..b._is employee." At 1east 
one other bishop wrote Kirkland 
independently, also defending 
Jessup's right to function in his 
church without interference 
from his employer. 

Mr. Kirkland responded to the 
fuss by writing to Claire 
Randall, General Secretary of 
the NCC: 

••• We would not consider it 
appropriate to intervene in 
the internal policy-making 
process of church organi­
zations or of any other 
private organizations 
outside of the trade union 
movement, just as we 
would not we !come such 
intervention in our own 
policy-making process by 
groups outside of our 
movement. The AFL-CIO 
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considers it especially 
inappropriate to attempt to 
instruct or discipline our 
members or employees 
with regard to matters of 
religious worship or parti­
cipation in church affairs. 

What is not clear to me 
is what those who have 
criticized Mr. Jessup's IRD 
activities would have the 
AFL-CIO do. Would they 
have us fire or muzzle him 
for exercising his rights as 
a member of the Methodist 

~~Church? Wovl tb~;r_b.ay_~ 
us pub licly denounce the 
IRD -- that is,. to take a 
posit ion on the issues now 
being debated within the 
churches? Is it seriously 
proposed that the AFL-CIO 
should review the interna­
tional funding activities of 
the NCC and pass judgment 
on them -- or that we 
should investigate the poli­
tical character of the IRD, 
which has neither request­
ed nor received support 
from the AFL-CIO? ••• 

We also believe that em­
ployees of the Federation 
have a civil libertarian 
right, on their own time, to 
pursue their own outside 
interests without fear of 
reprisals aimed at their 
livelihood •••• 
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IRu Board of Advisors and Friends 

Penn Kemble 

Press coverage of the wee Assembly 

August 25, 1983 

I t hink that, if you have a moment to look over this 
sampling of press clips, you may be willing to forgive me for 
loading them on your desk. 

I was, frankly, surprised by the candor of the press 
reports on the WCC's political stands. I also think that the 
IRO and friends can take some credit ·for it. The debate we 
have been pressing has helped brief the press for these events, 
and they 'lmow there is an audience for solid information on 
church debates about these matters. 

I think you will also detect a change in tone on the 
reports of Ed Robb's debate with Bishop Armstrong before the 
Vancouver meeting of the Religious ·Newswriters Association. No 
longer are we the dubious, "right-wing" !:,lPStart that we used to 
be--Ed is treated as the Bishop's equal. No doubt this is in 
great part a result of Ed's talent. But it also shows that we 
are establishing our position. 

I do have some regrets about the National Journal piece. 
I suspect the reporter had a slot all prepared for me--and for 
the IRO--before he got here. 

I hope you have had a invigorating summer. 

(202) 822-8(,27 

• The mem:~s JI this board serve as ,nd1viduals acuve ,n their own denominations. not as representatives ol the institut ions with which they are 1dent1lied . 
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Evangelist charges 

Church councils 
show anti-U.S. bias 

BymtASKa 
PMt Reporter 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia 
"Radical leftists" give the Natlonal and 
World Councils of Churches "an and­
American bias,',' a Texas evangelist 
charged In a rare debate with the presi­
dent of.the national body here Saturday. 

The Rev. Edmund W. Robb of Mar­
shall predicted blistering criticism ol 
U.S. policy In Central America but little 
criticism of the Sovtets and their allies 
will emerge before the World Council's 
Sixth Assembly concludes next week. 

DURING THE LAST four years, the 
Inter-church group has complained pub­
licly about right-wing regimes tour tlmes 
a, often as about left-wing governments. 
said Robb, a leader of the Institute 011 
Rellaion and Democracy, a Washingto11 
group critical of many politically liberal 
rellgionJsts. . 

"And usually when there's criticism of 
tbe left lt's stated very generally,'qie 
said. 

"What about the la.st two years?" shot 
bade Bishop James Armstrong, who was 
e~ted president ol the National Coundl 
ml981. · 

"It's Improved since you've been in." 
Robb conceded. "rm glad to see we've 
done some good." · . 

THE TWO - 80TB United Methodlsta 
-aquared ~ff before the- Rellgton News. 
writers Assoclatlon, which ls holdlnl Its 
annual meeting In a downtown hotel. 

They agreed on at least one polnt: that 
spreading ChristlanJty and promottn, 
chureb unity 11hould be the won of the 

--two a!Ollated councils. But Arm,strq 
ctted IUCb advances, while Robb said not . 
enoup I.I being done. 

And Robb seemed to agree with Arm­
strona'• assertion that "It I.I aot tbe tune­
tloD of the ~urcb of ,1esua Cllriat to bt a 
mouti.piece for any government tr ~ 
nomJe system." . I 

"OUr organization II convtnced there 
fa a Unk between democracy and Chrw­
tlanlty," Robb added, howewr. And he 
saJd "Marxist-Lenlnlam" II a threat to! 
tbe religion becauae It fa, atheistic and · 
matertallatJc and promota clul hatred 
~ cbanp through vtolence. 

ARMBRONG OP INDIANAPOLIS 
saJd crttlca such at Robb often overlook 
~ fact _that the Work;! Council hu m,em. 
ben of different political views and that 
aome, such u hlmaelf. defed Ama1cu 
aocletJ m ltJ meettnp and Utsatun. 

But be saJd bla nnt COD0ll'll la "htJp­
lnc to create an atmosphere ol truat ud 
respect" within the forum repre9eaUnc -

· 300 denomlnatlons with more thaa 40G 
mllllon members. 

"rm not overly concerned with p~ 
sentlng an American stance," Annstrollf 
added. "We're all members of the cburcb 
of Jesus Christ." 

He also accused Western news media 
of dJstortlng and sensationalizing the 
politics of the World Council. 

THE SALVATION ,iRMY withdrew 
trom the council In 1~ after protesting 
its support of African guetTUla groups 
and drew wide media attention, but re­
porters Ignored the joining of two new 
African churches and the council's ef­
forts to promote a negotiated settlement 
_In Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, Armstrong 
complained. 

While Armstrong ttcked oft a ll8t ol . 
council criticisms of left-wing regimes, 
Robb alllced why it has never spoken out 
agalmt Cuba, which he said has been 
called "one of the wont" vlolaton of 
religious freedom by Amnesty 
International. 

Armstrong explained that the council 
must often use qulev diplomacy witb 
communJst countries to avoid endanger­
ing believers there. 

"TIIERB IS A tendency for Chrfstlam 
to speak with moral arrogance/' Robb 
said. "History demoMtrates Chrfsttam 
have no special abllity to analyze 
problems." 

Several statements on foreign affairs 
will be cohSJdered by the 900 council dele­
gates next week. 

One proposed on Central America 
"vtgorously oppoaes any type of milltuJ 
Intervention by the United States, covert 
or overt, or by any other gci..,·ennr.eat." ll 
never mentions Cub& or the Soviet Uldaa. 

A propoeed half-pap statement calla 
for "wtthdra~ of &'.Met troopa from At­
gbaotst.an ha tbe context ol an owra.B 
politfcal settlement" and mention, -. 
slona between Rusala and the United 
Statea. 

Meanwbllt. at a llt'ft coaterence at 
the councu•s meettn, oa a university 
campua. a South Atricall called for eco­
nomic and political presaure on his gov. 
ernment to end apartheid. 

There wu doubt here earllff that 
Blsbop Desmond Tutu, bead of the All­
Atrica Coundl cl Cburdles, would be al­
lowed to attend the meeting, but flnalJJL . 
be arrived Friday. . 

"I wish I knew wb7 I WU allowed out 
wbea I wu. Maybe Ill an example of 
public rel&U-." Tutu aald. 

He uao crtdclad Prtsldent RHpa 
for not dotnc more to put pressure 011 
South Alrlca to change Ila racial pollclea. 

1-kll5fo rPos-r 
(~/7/i3_, 1'8-:L'I-~ 

~ ton., TX 
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I Church coun~ils: 
: are called leftist 

By JIM JONES Robb praised the leadership of 
sur•Tele1ram Writer Armstrong and did not accuse him 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia ~rsonally of having a bias toward 
-The World Council of Churches Marxism-Leninism. 
and the National Council of Church- Armstrong charged that Robb 
esshowadefinitebiastowardMarx- had chosen to ignore many inci­
ism-Leninism, a Texas clergyman dents when the World Council of 
charged Saturday. Churches and the National Council 

Edmund Robb of Marshall, chair- of Churches criticized Marxist-style 
man of the executive committee of governments for human rights vio­
the Institute of Religion and Democ- lations. He noted that the World 
racy,madetbeaccusationsduringa Council bad condemned the inv• 
heated debate with United Method- sion of Afghanistan by Soviet 
ist Bishop James Armstrong of lndi- troops. 
ana, president of the National Coun- Robb said leaders of the ecumeni-
cil of Churches. cal agencies had traveled frequent-

The debate toot place at the sixth ly to Marxist counties such as Cuba 
assembly of the World Council of and bad praised the governments.· 
Churches. which ends Wednesday. "The Central American policies 

Armstrong labeled the charges as of the wee are tragic," Robb said. 
"'simply poppycock," and said Robb "Nicaragua hasn't had free elec­
and his organization are trying to tions or- a free pres.,. Nicaragua 
undermine the ecumenical move- oppresses the.Mesquito Indians. Ni­
meat. caragua bas l>ecome a Marxist-Len-

""The conciliar movement is far inist government. Yet it still has the 
from perfect, but to suggest it is support of the ecumenical move­
Manism-Leninism and part of a vile ment." 
revolutionandaworldconsplracyts . Robb also charged during the 
simply poppycock," b-, said. -rile_ WorldCouncilofCburchesmeet.ing 
people that are on the governing that the leaden of the council have 
boards ue.faithful Christians wbo been silent on abuses of religious. 
volunteer their time and energy to. freedom by the Soviet Union. He 
serve aa well as they know how." · said ?.be Word Council of Churches 
~ bi.shop said thei~ Jobs 'are bas applied a "double standard" ill 

beangmademuchmoredifficult~ . citing human rights violations. . 
cause of the eff ~rts of Robb and He noted that a study by the Na.• 
~er:I..!'~ ~-= said sow the lU!eds or ti:nial ChristiCln Reponer, a Dana. 
distrust. · based uru·•-· .... ,!.,, .. ,.,. pu"'"---

Robb pointed to the ecumenical tioa, stated ti\at=tht Nau;;;i 
acencies' support of the Marxist• Council of Churches had criticized 
style government of Nicara.gua ~ .left-wing governments more Uwa 
a.a eumple of the alleged bLU. · · right-wing governments by a 4-1 ra-

. '"tm not trying to destroy theecu- · 
· menical movemeat at all." Robb tiO. 
~ "I think it needs reform. Its He also charged the ecumenical 
sw'f should be changed." agencit!!I with being "anti-Ameri-

Robb was often quoted in articles can." 
critk:al of the NCC that appeared Armstrong said the United States 
last year iD Readers DiQat and the bas been guilty of abuesof its pow­
televbiae news proamn 60 Min- er and that the ecumenical aro,s-
--. _ are a religioua reality. 
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Teian's criticisms 
-: : . . . 

Of church council 
. ·, 

called 'poppycock' 
By Helen Parmley 
Reli,ton Writer of ~ News 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia + Methodist Bishop James Arm­
~ong, presidE:nt of the National 
qouncil of Churches, called a con­
servative Texan's charges against 
th~ NCC "poppycock" during a de­
tate in Vancouver Saturday. 
~ The debate between Armstrong 
~d Edmund Robb of Marshall, 
:_texas, founder and president of the 
Ipstitute on Religion and Democ­
ntCY, was sponsored by the Relig­
i9d. Newswriters Association, 
'thlch is meeting in conjunction 
v,itli the Sixth Assembly of the 
~rid Council of Churches. • ;:":<t;·.,~; 
!fRobb dre_w national publicity re- f·<• .{j 

~1!r w:~ ~~~~is::!c~ N:f. :~ ·., ~t·)!i~~~ ' 
. !!fChes in an article in Readers /'.;" :•-t- · '· '.l 

IJfest and on a segment of the CBS "<." . ; ... :-~ 
~am Sixty Minut~s. 

ln his opening remarks in the "To suggest the NCC is ·~ . 
· te, Robb charged the councils Marxist•Leninist, 1s :....rrt :' ·1.· l 

a lack or accountability, using ix-1 

.._,..·-•"'yism" tactics against of a violent revolution 
"tr critics and having an "obvi-
" Marxist-Leninist bias. or is part of a world. . . 

>!'The conciliatory (religious) 
f«riement is far fr.om perfect," conspiracy is simp~y 
~g responded. "But to sug- poppycock." 
~ the NCC is Marxist-Leninist, is 

of a violent revolution or is - James Armstron 
ol a worl.:f'conspiracy is slniplf - · · .. ,. .. · .. ., 
:,cock... • · National Council · 
bb charged that the WCC:and .. f Ch di esid 

. are quiet to qiticize th~· ·o ur . es--~ ~: ... -~~ 
ted States and other Western 

~tries for violations of human dency," he said. "Bu't there are 
~ts and freedom but consist• many on the staff who are 1deologt-
8()lly fail to speak out on specific cally committed, rather than com­
~ations of religious freedom in mitted to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
~munist countries. "There is a double standard in 
).!'None of the eight issue papers human rights and an anti-free en­
ll~nted to the delegates at the terprise bias- not from the (coun­
t«:c A$embly discusses religious ell's) board, but frou! its commis- ~ 
~utiotl in the Communist stons. The NCC should not be fight• 
~Id," Robb said. , ing free enterprise." 
.,. pobb said he is not trying to de-- Armstrong said an NCC panel is ¥' .,y the image of the ecumenical "working zealously to deal wttb the­

rtlgtous councils but favors new council's accountability, · govern · 
1.ittiership. . ments and its public image and re-
': -,•m not talking about the presi- lationship of faith and life." 



Church unity - pro, con 
Policy questions; 13A. 

By LEWIS H. ARE NDS JR. 
Of die Slatesman-Journal 

VANCOUVER, British Colum­
bia - The pros and cons of the 
modern ecumenic~! movement 

- were debated by two leading U.S. 
religious figures here Saturday 
during the Sixth Assembly of ttte 
World Council of Churches. 

Bishop James Armstrong, pres­
ident of the National Council of 
Churches, said ecumenical organi­
zations and their members must 
build bridges sparming differences 
to bring health to a sick world . 

The -Rev. Edm4nd Robb, head 
of the Institute .on Religion and 
Democracy, said the national and 
world church councils have .taken 
a Marxist-Leninist slant in at­
tempting to build those bridges. 

Armstrong, elected to the NCC 
post last year, is United Methodist · 
bishop of Indiana . Robb, a conser­
vative United Methodist evange­
list from Marshall, Texas, has 
been a leading spokesman in op­
position to certain policies and 
statements Qf the two ecumenical 
bodies. 

They spoke at a Religion 
Newswriters Association gather­
ing of about 50 people represent­
ing secular .-nd religious publica­
tions in the United States and 
other nations. 

"Creative tension, l believe, can 
be healthy," Robb said of his criti­
cism. "We want reform. We want 
accountability" by ecumenical 
groups. He said his institute has 
about 3,000 members of various 
religious persuasions. 

Armstrong said Robb and 
others in the instit~te Wt're 

"frightfully selective" in quoting 
1 material from the two councils as 

part of their attacks. They are at­
tempting to undermine the-cause 
of ecumenism and exploit fears, 
Armstrong said. · 

Robb said a study o! policy 
statements reveal~ a 4-1 ratio of 

• bias against rightwing govern­
ments. But in the past two years, 
under Armstrong's administra­
tion, he said, the number of pro­
leftwing statements by the NCC 
had been cut in half. 

While commending Armstrong 
for his "devotion to the Gospel of 
Christ,'' Robb said left-leaning 
and anti-free enterprise staff 
members should be replaced. 

He was critical of the two 
church organizations for not 
speaking out more strongly about 
the repression and lack of reli­
gious freedom in Communist 
countries. 

Robb also challenged Arm­
strong to join him in getting their 
respective organizations to sup­
port free elections in El Salvador 
and Nicaragua. 

· He said the elections could be 
supervised by the Organization of 
American States, without involve­
ment of the United States or other 
countries. 

· ·Armstrong suggested the two 
men talk about the idea. 

·As an· example: of bridge-build­
ing by the ·ecumenical groups, 
Armstrong noted participation of 
a number of delegates from the 
Soviet Union. An audience mem­
ber said those delegates are afraid 
to speak out at the assembly be­
cause or fear of their -government. 

Armstrong responded that other 
nations should "demonstrate free­
dom'' by their forthright com­
ments. 

Armstrong sa id the ecumencial 
group should not "echo a party 
line" of any particular form of 
government but should be a 
Christian witness to the world. 

He said the world church group 
has JOO member denominations or 
_churches representing -400 million 
churchgoers around the world. 
The group represents .. the rich­
ness in religious ;ife," he said. 

The assembly, which began 
July 24, will conclude Wednesday. 
Such gatherings are held every six 
to eight years. 

, 
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·Oergymen spar on support for Marxists 
Byr..Brlgl .......... ~ ........ .,... 

VANCOUVER, Britilb Columbia ....­
The two leading ftgura In the debate . 
over charges that tbe National and 1 

World counclla of churches support 
Marx1at group1 accuaed eacJi other 
yesterday of attempting to damage 
tbe future of ecumenical relations In 
tbe world. . 

The Rev. James Robb, chairman of 
the board of the lnstltute on Religion · 
and Democracy, and Bishop James ' 
Armstroac, president of the National 
Council of Churcbel, traded the harm 
before tbe annual meeting of the Rell• 
glon NeWIWriten Alloclatioo. 

The UIOdatloa It an or1antzatlon 
of rellglon speclallata oo U.S. and ca-

1 nadlan leCU1ar newspapers, wlrei 
aervica and Dftl mapJinel. 

Mr. Robb, a United Metbodiat evan­
,ellst, accuaed the U.S. and world 
ecumenical bodies of supporting a 
blu toward left-win& 1ovemmenta. 

Mr. Robb Ulel'ted that In recent 
yean tbe National Council of 
Cbattbel bu JIIUed a ratio of four 
statements critical of "rightist" na­
tlona, lncludln1 the United States, to 
each one crlUcal of leftist regimes. 

That WU Cballeoled by Bishop 
Anmtroq. who la allO a United 
Metbodisl The prelate Nld. and Mr. 
Robb actnowled1ed, that the ratio of 
critical statements bu In the past 
two years decreued to 2-to-1. 

B1lbop Armltroa& 1m1tted that the 
two ecumenical bodl• approach In-

jU1tices In the world "without respect 
I'> political boundaries." · 

But Mr. Robb insisted that while 
the councils may have addressed hu­
man and religious rights violations In 
t.otalitarian regimes, they are more 
1lrideot in criticisms of the United 
:itates. 

Bishop Armstrong said Mr. Robb 
and the Institute on Religion and De­
mocracy "have looked at things selec­
tively. The critics have been frighten­
ingly selective to damn some of us." 

Bishop Armstrong told Mr. Robb, 
''The saddest thins ls that you have 
put yoursel~ in a position to under-

mine ••. the entire ecumenical move­
ment, wbicb ls as variegated as it can 
be. 

"It's sad to aee a highly fibanced 
voice exploiting fean and suspicions 
of authority among fundamentalist 
institutions. To say the National 
Council of Churches is Marxist-Lenin­
ist ls pure poppycock." 

Mr. ·Robb told the bishop, "Too 
many In the national council view the 
world from an ideological view rath­
er than religious concern for Jesus 
Cbrlsl" 

He claimed that the two councils 
have been silent on religious rights 

violations in the communist bloc na­
tions while being critical or the Unit­
ed States. 

"The National Council of Churches 
and World Council or Churches mon• 
ey has been going lo help destroy the 
greatest society ever to have ei.isted 
in the world." 

He challenged Bishop Anmtron1 
to join him in calling for elections 
protected by the military In Nic.ara• 
gua and El Salvador "with no United 
States involvement." 

"Could you support that?" be asked 
.'. the prelate. 

Bishop Armstrong responded, "111 
think about il " 



Council of Chllrches 
denies leftist 'tilt' -
By Bohdan Hodiak 
Post-Gazette Staff Writer 

VANCOUVER, B.C. - Charges 
that the National Council · of 
Churches is soft on Communist gov­
ernments have not reduced its fi­
nances or its support, the council 
president said over the weekend 
here. 1 

Bisho.p James Armstrong made 
the statement after debating the 
council1s chief critic, the Rev. Ed­
mund W. Robb, of the Institute on 
Religion and Democracy. Both men 
are United Methodists. 

The men spoke in this Canadian 
city, where about 900 delegates re­
presenting 400 million Christians 
from more than 100 countries are 
taking part ill the World Council of 
Churches assembly. 

Similar charges have been made 
against the World Council as report­
ed on CBS' "60 Minutes" program 
and in Readers Digest magazine. 

Armstrong talked about building 
bridges between antagonists, about 
conciliation and about how the 
World Council "raises its voice on 
behalf of the poor, the powerless 
and the voiceless - the so-called 
marginal people of the world.'' 

But Robb charged that the World : 
Council tiptoes around communist 
governments. 

"Scarcely a word will be said in 
the course of this assembly on be­
half of Baptists who have been 
transparted to the deadly wastes of 
Sibena, about priests in Lithuania 
· ,ccidcnWl,' nw <i\lei" by tn.as, 

for Orthodo:r believen locked in 
Soviet psychiatric wards, or in de­
f ense of young Lutheran peace dem­
onstrators [arrested) in East 
Germany," be said. 

In 1948 at the first World assem­
bly, there were · declarations ror· 
religious freedom, Robb said, "but 
now there is silence." 

Robb quoted from an article 
Armstrong wrote in 1977: "There is 
a significant difference between sit• 
uations where people are impris,­
oned for opposing regimes designed 
to perpetuate inequities [as in Chile 
and Brazil) 3nd where people are 
imprisoned for opposing regimes 
designed to remove inequities [as in 
Cuba)." 

In defense, Armstrong read off 
seven examples of NCC criticism of 
the Soviet Union.. "The Soviet Union 
is guilty, too . .. there is the cruel 
denial of human rights behind the 
Iron Curtain," be said. 

Armstrong also pointed out th.it 
under bis presidency the NCC bas 
been more balanced in its criticism 
of leftist and i;ightist regimes. 

Earlier in the week, Me~politaia · 
Kirill, th~ orthodo:r archbishop of 
Leningrad, suprised many of the 

• assembly by saying the future of 
Afghanistan . should be decided by 
tbe A!gbans themselves, without 
outside inflneoce. 

While Robb said "Marxism and 
Christian faith are incompatible." 
both he and Armstrong acreect that 
the Christian faith transcends all 
poli!kal systema. 

, 
✓ 
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.Church council seeks 'balance' 
in criticizing rights violators 
By Frank P. L. Somerville more "balance" in its condemnation 
Relic: •on Editor of The Sun of alleged human rights violations by 

" the United States and the Soviet 
•1 V Jncouver, British Columbia - A Union. 

Canadian Anglican archbishop who is But the archbishop, the Right Rev. 
moderator of the World Council of Edward Scott, also contended that "it I Churches said yesterday he hopes the is a myth of Western culture that you 

._ec_u_m_e_n_ic_a_l_o_rg_a_n_iza_ti_on_will_· _a_ch_i_ev_e_, can be totally objective." 
Acknowledging ''a lot" of East­

West and conservative-liberal tension 
at the assembly here of the interna­
tional Christian body, he added, "I 
don't think that is bad." Conflict, he 
said, can be "creative tension." 

Archbishop Scott's remarks fol­
lowed widespread criticism among 
Western members and observers of 
the World Council's draft statement 
OD human rights. wbicb comes down 
much heavier on U.S. involvement in 
Central America than the Soviet in­
cursion into Afganistan. 

The Rev. Edmund W. Robb, who 
beads the Washington-based Institute 
oa Religion and Democracy, went 
further than most of. the critics of the 
World Council, characterizing its 
lfadershlp and staff as blatenUy anti­
American. 

Some observers here have ex• 
preaed surprise. however, that the 
World CoWJCil criti~ Soviet policy 
at all becai.uie of the sensitive position . 
of the Russian prthodox delegates in 
their communill bomel1nd 

As drafted and made public 
Friday, t.be statement calls OD the 

• U.S. to stop supporting rep:-essive 
military regimes in Central_ America. 
It calls on the Soviet Union to wit. 
~aw from Afganistan. 

· · · The draft devotes three and one­
. half pages to its criticism of the Unit,. 
ed States while giving Afganistan and 
the Soviet only ball a page. 

"The current United States admin­
istration, acting oa its perception of 
the nation's security," the statement 
says, "bas adopted a policy of mili­
tary, economic, financial and politi­
cal initiatives designed to destabilize 
the Nicaraguan government, redeem 
the international image of Guatama• 
la's violent dictatorship, resist the 
forces of historic change in El Salva- · 
dor and militarize Honduras in order 
to insute a base from wbicb to con­
tain the aspirations of the Central 
American peoples." 

The document says that the Soviet 
presence in Afganistan bas "led to 
considerable sllfferin& for vast sec­
tions of the population." Noting that 
there are three million refugees in 
Pakistan and India, the World Council 
asked for a negotiated pea~ and for 
a Russian withdrawl in the context of 
a political settlement 

The draft statement also refers to 
"U.S.-based and financed" evangeli­
cal Protestant churches that "appear 
to be used for political purpo1e1 la le­
gitimizing policies of repreaioll" iD 
Central America. · 
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Church group called 
tool of communism 

By JEANNE PUGH 
Sr. P'eter....., Time■ Staff Wrtr. 

VANCOUVER. British Columbia - A critic of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) renewed charges Sat­
urday that the council, beoa.Wle it has not openly con­
demned the Soviet Union, has become a tool of communism 
and part of a worldwide conspiracy to embarrasa the United 
States. 
. · "That's poppycock," responded United Methodiat 
Bishop James Armstrong. 

" It is not the function of the church of Jesus Christ to be 
the mouthpiece for any government, or any economic•~­
tem. or any particular political process," Armstrong said 
during a debate with Rev. Edmun_d W. Robb, chairman of 
the executive committee of th<!l Institute on Religion and 
Democracy. 

THE INSTITUTE hu become the moet highly 
vocal critic of both the wee and the National Council of 
Churchel (NCC). 

Armstrong, president of the NCC, ia in Vancouver u a 
delegate to the WCC's sixth international assembly, which 
today enten the Jut wei,k ,,f ita once-a-decade meetiJi&. 

Alllo on Saturday, about 3,500 delegates and viaiton 
. celebrated an Eastern Orthodox worship service that cul­

minated an all-night prayer vigil on the 38th anniversary of 
the atomic bombin& of Hir0&hima, Japan. . 

The confrontation between Robb and Armstrong wu 
arranged by the Religion Newawriten Association u a 
highlight of ita annual convention being held here in con­
junction with the council'• three-week assembly. 

Robb accused the NCC and WCC of engaging in 
"McCarthyism" to fight off criticism of policies that he said 
have turned the ecumenical movement into "a secularized 
expretaion of the goepeL" . 

He noitA\'at..ecl c!-•:pe tha&.:... and bill organization nt­
peatedlY have.made: That the WCC and NC'C have beeD 

"soft" on communistic, totalitarian regimes at the same 
t ime that they have leveled harsh criticism at the United 
States for ita interference in the political affairs of other, 
especially Third World, nations. 

Armstrong denied the charges, saying that Robb and 
other critics of the wee have failed to recognize the basic 
character and purpoee of the world organization that wu 
founded 35 yean ago. 

Said Armstrong: "The World Council ia a church COIIWII 
together in ita myriad, variegated, colorful expression . •. 
All one needs to do ia walk acrou the campus of the · 
University of British Columbia ( the site of the meeting) to 
experience the global dimension• of this body." 

After repeating several statement. by WCC leaden 
about the theological basis for the organization, Armatronc 
acknowledged that " it may sound dull to the world, but it 
is the esaen tial stuff of the ecumenical movemebt ... to if· 
no re that fact is to ignore the foundations of the wee." 

The 900-plua voting delegates, meeting in small groupt 
and committee sesaiona for the laat two weeks, are expected 
to present their final recomm~ndationa ,OD wee policiea to 
the entire body thia week. The aaaembly represent. 300 
denominationa totaling about 500-m.illioa Cbriatiam 
around the world. . 

Among the m0&t controversial recomm'endationa may be 
a strong statement denouncing U.S. involvement in the 
affain of Central American countries. A milder statement 
decriea the condition of refugees in. Afghanistan. 

While the United Statea ia identified aa the culprit in a 
preliminary copy of the Central American report, QO 

specific mention of the Soviet Union ia made in the report" 
OD -Afghanistan. 

In another development at the auembly Saturday, 
South Africa'• outapoken Bishop Desmond Tutu thanked 
western churchee for their oppoeition to apartheid, but 
criticized them for falteriDI in their support of black 
African liberation atruggleL 

"I have always been puzzled by why the church in the 
west hu been aupportive of the nndel'lfOUD(i at.rugt. in 
Eu.rope {rl.;.wa World w.,. II), but &I IOOD .. YoU deal with 
black liberatioD, yog· ••. •• up all of a audden pacifill&." 
criaia. 
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ltEVIEW a OUTLOOI 

Down From the Mount 
The World Council -of Churches has 

just descended from a mountain in 
Vancouver with a stone tablet saying 
that the focus of evil in the world to­
day is the United States. 

The U.S. is trying to "contain the 
aspirations of Central American peo­
ple," the council said at its just-com· 
pleted Sixth Assembly. It accused the 
Reagan administration of trying to 
"destabilize the Nicaraguan govern· 
ment, renew international support for 
Guatemala's violent military regimes. 
resist the forces of historic change 1n 
El Salvador and militarize Hondu· 
ras." 

The assembly opposed "any type of 
military intervention by the United 
States, covert or overt, ·or by any 
other government." It didn't see fit, 
however, to name any other names. 

Indeed, the assembly rejected a 
proposal call1ng for an immediate So­
viet withdrawal from Afghanistan. in 
favor of a resolution allowing Russian 
troops to remain in Afghanistan until 
an "overall political settlement'' ls 
reached, i.e., when the freedom fight· 
ers are crushed. Just to make sure, 
American delegates at the assembly 
voted with their Soviet and East bloc 
counterparts for a call for a cutoff of 
arms supplies to Afghan freedom 
fighters. 

Moreover, the council refused to 
hear two appeals from Christians in 
Russia begging for a "helping hand to 
the persecuted faithful." One letter 
was circulated from the Christian 
Committee for the Defense of Believ­
ers' Rights in the U.S.S.R. accusing 
Soviet authorities of "implementing a 
policy of genocide against. believers.'' 
It said that 33 Christian believers are 
currently in prison, labor camps or 
special psychiatric institutions and 
that 20,000 others are seeking to emi· 
grate so; they can practice their faith. 
The letter also charged authorities 
with harsh discrimination in jobs, ed· 
ucation and housing. 

Deacon Vladimir Rusak of Moscow 
also wrote to the council asking for 
help against religious persecution. He 
said he has been prevented from writ· 
ing a history of the Russian Orthodox 

Church after the 1917 revolution by 
the church's own hierarchy and the 
KGB, which confiscated his archives 
in January. "I believe in the wrd, I 
love my church, feel concern for her 
future and wish to serve her-but not 
by a compromise of conscience, that 
price which is exacted from our 
church leadership and which I am be­
ing urged to pay," he said. 

The council didn't take up the ap­
peals because that would have inter· 
vened in the "internal situation" of a 
member of the wee, of which the 
Russian church is a part, said wee 
executive inan Koshy. The appeals 
recall a similar letter sent to the pre­
vious wee assembly, in 1975 in Nai· 
robi, by Father Gleb Yakunin of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, who ac­
cused Moscow of persecuting Chris· 
tians. After sending the letter, Father 
Yakunin was convicted of "anti-state 
activities" and is now serving a five­
year sentence in a Soviet labor 
camp. 

All of this may come as a surprise 
to many of the approximately 500 mil· 
lion members of the more than 300 
Protestant, Orthodox, Anglican and 
independent churches represented at 
the World Council. But it shouldn't. 
The council has long supported many 
of the same leftist revolutionary 
causes aided and abetted by the 
Kremlin and its proxies. There have 
even been charges that offerings from 
collection plates have been handed 
over by the council to guerrillas, pos· 
sibly for arms purchases. An expose 
on the wee and the U.S. National 
Council of Churches earlier this year 
by CBS's "60 Minutes" concluded that 
"whether it is by design or mischance 
or deliberate manipulation from out· 
side the churches, church money and 
the churches themselves are found to 
be supporting highly political move­
ments." 

The World Council is supported by 
the mainline U.S. Protestant denomi· 
nations. After its Vancouver revela· 
tions, it would seem to us, its support· 
ers have some explaining to do. A 
good time to start would be with Sun· 
day's sermons. 

Sou re NA--t-
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J The Curious POiitics of Ecumenism 
To the World Council of Churches, the Soviets are sinless 

To many conservative Christians in 
Western Europe and the U.S .. the 

World Council of Churches. an umbrella 
organization for 301 Protestant and Or­
thodox denominations with more than 
400 million members, appears to be an ec­
desiastical clone of the United Nations. 
Responsive to the growing influence of 
churches in the Third World. the council 
has seemingly evolved into a forum for re­
lentles.s denunciations of the sins of 
American policy and capitalism. Mean­
whLle . the W.C.C. has what some critics 
call a see-no-evil policy toward Commu­
nist regimes. At the U.N .. there is at least 
a Jeane Kirkpatrick on hand lo answer 
the charges: at World Council meetings. 
Western church delegates generally re­
main mute, or cheer on the earnest moral · 
pronouncements. 

The WC.C's sixth as.scmbly at the 
University of British Columbia in Van­
·..:ouver, which was attended by 838 dele­
gates from 100 countries as well as thou­
sands of visitors. did nothing to dispel 
the suspicions of anti-Western bias. For 
example. a committee headed by William 
P. Thompson, one of the two top k.acters 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.). was re­
sponsible for drafting last week's for­
mal statement on Afghanistan. Working 
closely with delegates from Soviet 
churches, the committee produced a mut­
ed document that asked for withdrawal of 
Soviet troops as part of an overall political 
settlement; that was one of the few times 
the U.S.S.R. has been named specifically 
in a political declaration by the W.C.C. 
But the statement also said in effect that 
Soviet troops should be allowed to s~y in 
Afghanistan until such a settlement is 
reached, and recommended that aid to 
the anti-Communist Afghan rebels be cut 
off. Thompson's committee also produced 
a harshly worded attack on U.S. Central 
American policy. The document praised 
.. the life-affirming achievements" of the 
Nicaraguan government; Cuba was men­
tioned not at all . 

Bishop Alexander Malik of the 
Church of Pakistan, a union of An­
glican and Protestant bodies. demanded 

1 that the Afghanistan statement be sent 
I back to committee for a suitable injection 
1 of candor. •• If any Western nation were 
: involved . I am sure we would have 

I
' jumped on it with the strongest language 

available in the dictionary . The U.S.S.R. 
has committed a great aggression upon a 
neighbor , and it must be condemned:· 
Malik·s recommendation ...,as rejected af­
ter Russian Orthodox Archbishop KirLII 
warned that any stronger statement 
would present ·' terrible difficulties" for 

, his church and would be a .. chaUenge to 

46 

our loyalty to the ecumenical movement." 
This was vintage W.C.C. politics. The 

council is wifling to risk further damage to 
its image, not only because many Western 
church leaders agree with the attacks on 
the policies of the U.S. and its allies, but . 
also because silence is supposedly the 
price that must be paid to keep Soviet bloc 
churches in the council . This pragmatic­
some would say shortsighted-approach 

Potter dlaing a session of W.C.C. Hsembly 
Suspicions of anti-American bias remain. 

also prevents the W.C.C. from addres.sing 
the plight of religious believers in the So­
viet Union . The most dramatic event of 
the last assembly, in Na.irobi eight years 
ago. was the ·publication of an open letter 
from two Soviet dissidents, Father Gleb 
Yakunin and Lev Regelson. claiming that 
the council had been silent when "the 
Russian Orthodox Church was half de­
stroyed .. in the early 1960s, and pleading 
for action against Soviet persecution. 

Despite veiled threats of a Soviet pull­
out. the Nairobi assembly voted to step up 
its scrutiny of religious liberty, but with­
out mentioning the U S.S.R. by name. 
Since then . the W.C.C. has sponsored a 
low-key human rights program. cooperat­
ing with Soviet churches' requests for dis­
c retion and contending that behind-the­
scenes diplomacy works better than open 
confrontation. 

At Vancouver. W.C.C. General Secre-

TiMP- /\,1 ~ az__l n<:' .... .' 
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tary Philip Potter received two more dissi­
dent appeals. one from a human rights 
committee founded by Yakunin (who is 
now in a prison camp in the Urals) and 
the other from Russian Onhodox Deacon 
Vladimir R4Sc1k . The council delegates 
were told little about the appeals, and 
W.C.C. spokesmen blandly explained 
that any action by the assembly would 
have amounted to intervention in the "in­
ternal a ffairs" ofa member church. 

Another favorite Third World calL'iC, 
the W.C.C. Program to Combat Racism, 
provoked a fire storm of Western protest 
in 1978, when it gave modest grants to 
guerrilla groups that later toppled the 
white-run government of Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe) . The W.C.C. is now funding 
the sw APO guerrillas, who want to 
end South African rule over Namibia, 
and the African National Congress, 
which is fighting to end Pretoria's apart­
heid rule. The W.C.C. notes that its no­
strings grants are intended for norunili­
tary purposes and come from designated 
sifts rather than general church revenues. 
Still. li')me Western churchsoers feel that 
even token funding of revolution, with its 
implied moral approval of political vio­
lence, is not a suitable goal for world ecu­
menism. W.C.C. supporters dismiss such 
criticism as motivated by hypocrisy if not 
white racism, and at Vancouver scarcely a 
whisper of protest .was heard about the 
SW APO and ANC grants. 

There was a flurry of excitement at the 
assembly involving a nonpolitical 

document titled "Witnessing in a Divided 
World." Bishop Per Lonning of the 
Church of Norway (Lutheran) called it a 
"dangerous setback." because it showed a 
" lack of missionary urgency" and did not 
emphasize the uniqueness of Christianity. 
Agreeing, the delegates voted nearly 
unanimously for a revision. but in dealing 
with a bushel of political statements on 
everything from nuclear arms (yes to a 
freeze) to Palestinian rights (an emphatic 
endorsement), they never had a chance to 
act on the rewritten statement. Nonethe­
less, the delegates were enthusiastic about 
the increased emphasis on prayer and 
multicultural worship at the assembly. 
They were also hopeful that a joint state­
ment produced last year by the council 's 
theology commission might provide the 
eventual basis for. intercommunion. 

Vancouver was the last assembly run 
by Potter. 62, a Methodist minister from 
Dominica whose special concern is pover­
ty and oppression in the Third World. He 
is expected to retire in 1985, after 13 years 
in office. His replacement wiU be chosen 
by the 14S-member central committee 
elected last week, with the Rev. Heinz Jo­
achim Held of West Germany, S5, as its 
new presiding officer. For Held and Pot• 
ter's successor. the council's delicate bal­
ancing act wiU undoubtedly continue 
without letup. -BylfldwdN. OstMlw 
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Preview of Sixth Meeting of 
World Council of Churches 
By David E. Andel"90n 

Uni~ Press lnlemaUOrlal 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia-Elders 
from Indian tribes along Canada's west coast 
wi ll light a ceremonial fire early tomorrow 
morning to mark the beginning of the Sixth 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches 

· one of the largest gatherings of Christ~ 
bodies ever held. · 

The fire, to bum throughout the July 
'.!4-Aug. 12 ruiaembly, also will provide light 
for the candles for other more traditional 
fortn8 of Christian celebration that will punc­
tuate the debate as the council wrestles with 
its theme, "Jesus Christ, the Life of the 
World." 

While much of the attention on the coun-
. cil is likely to be focused on the social and 

pc,litical pronouncements made by the 900 
delegates, the real work of the 18-day assem­
bly and its ultimate significance will be in 
the theological and spiritual message the del- · 
e!{ates take back to their 303 member 
churches. 

"Worship is the underlying flow,. of the 
_as:;embly, according to council officials, and 
there will be three worship :;ervices each day. 
including noon ,;ervices featuring ~great 
preachers of the world." 

Equally important, the a.ssemblv. the first 
in North America since its second mttting 
was held in Evanston, Ill, in 1954, will be a 
gauge of the degree of unity the world's Or­
t hodox, Anglican and Protestant churches 
have achieved since the fifth ~mbly in 
Nairobi in 1975. 

A year ago in Lima, Peru, the Faith and 
Order Commission of the World Council­
the group responsible for exploring the theo­
logical issues that divide the churches--is­
sued historic con.census statements on bap-, 
tism. the eucharist and ministry. 

Although the statements have yet to be 
acted on by the coWlCil's member churches, 
they challenge in a quiet way the assumption 
of cri tics that the council has forsaken the 
quest for doctrinal unity in favor of social 
and political act ivism. 

The Vancouver assembly also will be a 
dramatic demonstration of the changed na­
ture of the world Christian movement since 
the council's first assembly in Amsterdam in 
1948, a gathering that was dominated by 
white males from the churches of Europe 
and the United States. 

While the United States still will have lhe Despite the <.-riticiams, however, there is 
1:3-rgest number of delegates, the rapid no indication the counc:il's membership is 
growth and independence of the one-ti me ready to abandon its concern for peace and 
missionary churches of the Third World has justice issues and the Va.n<X>UVer assembly 
},'featly incresed the number of delegates and will have a heavy fOCU8 on both. 
participants from Africa, Asia and Latin Even that could caUBe some internal prob-
America !ems in the cooncil. according to .,ome ob-

Women, too, are participating in greater , servers. a., Third World delegates consider 
numbers growing from 6 percent at Amster- ' the nuclear war issue to be primarily a con­
darn to almost 30 percent for the Vancouver i cern of the white W~m c~urches of Eu­
meeting. 1 rope and _No~ :America. taking. precede~ 

That changing constituency, however, aJso over th: Justice lS8UeS that dominate Afnca 
has been the source of some of the criticism and Asra. 
that the council has placed too much empha- As always, words, written and spoken, an, 

sis on justice issues for minorities and · one or the chief products of such gatherings 
women and not enough on its original pur- and Vancouver will be no exception. 
pose of seeking Christian unity. The 900 delegates and l ,000 visitors will 

That criticism comes not only from thole hear a host of not only Christian leaders but 
outside the council. such as the recent at- Jews, Moslems, Buddhists and Hindus, as 
tacks in Reader•~ Digest and on CBS' "00 well as representatives of Christian groups 
Minutes," but from some influential seg- that do not belong to the council, such as the 
ments wi thin the council: the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Church. 
some European Lutherans. One group, the Meeting in a h~t of smaller groups, the 
Salvation Army, has withdrawn from the delegates also will explore four subthemes of 
international body because of its perceived the assembly's overall theme of "Jesus 
involvement in left-wing poli tical activities. Christ-the Life of the World": "Life, a Gifi 

The thorn in the side of the cri'tits is "lib- of God"; "Life, Confronting and Overcoming 
eration theology,"· a view that has emerged Death"; "Life in its Fullness"; and "Life in 
primarily from Third World churches in '! Unity." 
Latin America and Africa. Those who sub- Woven through the words and ~ittii 
~ ribe to libe ration theology filter their un- meetings will be many other events: a t:ihl 
derstandi ng of Christian doctrine through 

I 
festival, concerts, art exlu"bitions, a., well as 

the i~ea that God has performed liberating . public forums that will feature such speakers 
acts lor the people of Israel. 1 as Coretta Scott King and Nobel Peace Prize 

This has led churches to talk of God's bias 
I 
winner Adolfo Perez Esquivel · 

for the poor and the oppressed and in many But as the assembly ends and the 4,000 
instances for both clergy and laity to identify delegates, consultants, ecumenical visitors 
with liberation movem_ents-sometimes rev- and gueits disper.,e to their homes around 
olutio~-in a. num~ of Third World '. the globe, the agenda of the World Council 
countries. of Churches-still the most ,representative 

At the same time, the critics charge the. igathering of Christians in history- will have 
World Council haa been too often silent on created an ~nda that will affect the reli-
human right.a abuaes in Commuoist-domi- gious life of many of the 370 million people 
nated countries. in churches atTiliat.ed with the council. 

Council supporten oountered that the del­
icate nature of church-state relations in 
thcl8e countries demands a different, more 
behind-the-scenes approach. And they point 
to quiet interventiol18 on the pert of the Rus­
sian Orthodox Church and the World Coun­
cil's Commission of the Churches on Inter­
national Aff aira on behalf of the "Siberian 
Seven," the group of Soviet Pentacostals who 
lived in the U.S. Embaesy for five years in an 
attempt to win the right to immigrate to ls,. 
raeL 
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Church Group Calls for Freeze on Nuclear Arms 

By Marjorie Hy~ 
Wn<bLQ~\bll r~l HI.Alf "'"ter 

D_e!egatcs to the ~xth. assembly of the 
~ ~ of Churches yeliterday con­
lemrrcd the production and deployment of 
1uclear weapons. by Eastern or W~tern bloc 
1atio1is, as a "crime against humanity." 
. But a 11tatement on the conflict in Afghan­
~tan gave the Soviet Union little more than 
1 tap on the wrist, despite effort.11 of Pakis­
ani, West European and U.S. delegates to 
oughen the document,, ~ Rervices re-
1ort ed from Vancouver, Canada. 

The Afghanistan resolution pas.<1ed after 
1n emotional dehate simply endorsed efforts 
1y the United Nations to settle the conflict 
here, called for Soviet troop withdrawal "in 

·Production. 
the context of an overall settlement" an'd 
caUed for "an encl to the supply of arms to 
opposition groups from outside," a reference 
to reported ll.8. aid to Afghan resi.stonce 
fighter11. • 

Jn the mo.st dramatic and divisive dehato 
of the 18-day assemhly, which concluded 
yesterday, Bi11hop' Gunnar Lislerud of Nor­
way .led efforts to amend the reHOlution and 
condemn the Soviet role in Afghaniti!Jtn. Lis­
lerud called the Afghan guerrillns "a liber­
ation movement." and Haid the council must 
"be in solidarity with suffering and op­
preRsed people." 

Anglican Bishop Alexander Malik of Pak­
istan also Assailed the titatement as weak and 
unbalanced, particulnrly in light of a pencling • 

. ,.. . 

mtltemcnt on Centr:ll Anierit~ thllt ot'teted .:' 'wllo cha~ that it follows .Ii double standard, 
shal'p critid,un nf ( l.S. llolicy nnd actions. turning n hlind eye. to human right.Lvioln­
. "/\re the AfghmfH not lmmari," Malik chat ~, , tions by the Soviet Union while sharply crit-

. hml-(rcl, "or is it hecauRc they are not Chrl~- icizing the WeRt. Counoil officiall1 ·counter 
tianH?" ·that criticism of the Soviet Union would 

An omcndment callii1~ for immediate So- bring reprisals against the Russian Orthodox 
viet withclmwal wm1 defeated by n vote· of Church, while church~ in democratic nn-
:lOli-278, ofter nn hour of dehnt.c thnt inclll<I- tinnR fore no such ha1.11rds: 
eel threats rri,m n Russian Ort~odox repre- "The bottom line, i11, who has the most to 

· sentat.ive that hi!. delegation· would have to · i<>!le," explnined council staffer John Bluck, 
withdrnw from the council if the- amendin~nt "1mcl that is the Rus.qians.'' ; 
rritirnl of Soviet policy WO!! pni1scd. Th~ finul . ht the nuclear statement, · the 835 dele-
resolutio11 w,ts adoptod 479-121, with · 14~.. !{ates urged the aoo member churchl!!I to op-
abstentions ret1ecting the uncertainty many pose U.S. deployment of cruise and Pershing 
delegates felt on the issue. . II missiler-i in Western Europe later this year, 

The action is experted to 1>rovide fuel for 1 hut alw called for "major reductions" of So­
crit.ics of the World Council of Church~,, · viet intermediate-range. missles. 

The statement supported a mutual and 
verifiable freeze on nucle,u weapons testinir. 
developmeht and deployment; completion of 
a comprehensive test-ban treaty, and com­
pletion of the Geneva nuclear arms reduction 
. negotiations. 

A statement on South AfricR condemned 
the 11ystcm of racial 11eparat.ion known as 
apartheid ai; "her.eticAI" and called for world ­
wide ond ohligatoty sanctions and a "real oil 
embargo" against the South Mrican govern ­
ment. 

On the Middle East, the as.~embly asked 
member churches to encourage talks betwe<'n 
Israelis and Palestinians and called for great­
er awareness of the "urgent and just." Pule!-­
tinian -cause. 
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2 Letters to Church Parley AssaiISOviet 
By KENNETH A. BRIGGS 

5lpeclaJ lO 11,e New Yen TI.-

VANCOUVER, British Columbia, 
AaJa. 8 - Two letters from dissidents 
accusing Soviet leaders of violating 
reliaioua rights were ~ available 
todu' at .the SJxih A.slt!mbly of the 
World Council of Churche,. 

'lbe letters, sent to-me-Council's gen.. 
eral secretary, Dr. Philip Potter, and 
NYeral other Council officials, called 
OD the assembly to speak out in protest . 
against Soviet repression and those 
who suffer because of It. A spokesman 
for the Cooncil said the matter would 
DOt be taken up in the aasembly. 

The sources of the letters were lden­
tffled in the texts u Vladimir Rusak, a 
deacon of the RU8Sian Orthodoz 
faxlnlh. a I dlsaideo1 ~ called 
tbe "Cfuistian Committee for the 1'e: 
~f ~ers.in.th#{!.~.S.R. 

Coples of the lettf!P. were made · 
vaifable by pe()(>le who said they 

wanted to focus public attention on the-

WDI Respond Privately 
Ninan Koshy, director of interna­

tional affairs for the Council, said that 
Dr. Potter would respond privately to 
tbe letters in "due coune" but added 
tbat the matter would not be addressed 
m the current meetings because "it ls 
not part ~the assembfy business." 

Mr. Koshy said the letters were in­
cluded in a large volume of appeals · 

to the assembly from various indl­
fflluals and groups. He said Dr. Potter 
would respond to all such pleas, adding 
that " the action and policy of the Coun­
cil in regard to the issues'' raised in the 
letters. 

1be letters revived a debate over 
bwDan rights · that bas involved the . 
Council in recent years. Some critics 
charge that the Council is quick to con­
demn certain Governments, like SOuth 
Africa's, tor abusing human and reli­
gous rights but takes a much softer Une 
toward violations In Communist coun­
tries. 

Council officials have often ex­
plained the difference in terms of a 
need for a variety of approaches suited 
to particular conditions. In the case of 
the Soviet Union, the officials argue, 
the most effective method ls to work 
quietly behind the scenes through the 
Russian Orthodox Church, which b&­
lODgs to the Council . They also say out­
lP()ken attacks on the. Soviet Union 
would wonen the situation of relgious 
followers In the Soviet Union. 1 

. Orthodoz Leaderablp Crltk:bed ._ 
The dissidents' letters address thqee 

Issues, accusing the Russian Orthodox 
leadership of falling to speak out on t. 
half of Christians and charging that the 
Russian de~tion to the 18-day u­
sembly is used for: propaganda 
purposes by the viet Govem.ment. 
_ 1,~ letters charged the Soviet Gov­
ernment with harassing religious t. 
Uevers and trying to cntiSh all religioua 
activity not explicitly S¥Ct}oo.ed by the 
Government. The committee letter 
specified several abuses and aCCUMd 

'Soviet authorities of "implementtna a 
policy of genocide" against believers. 

Tbt' ~Cllllllllitke was founded In · 
19764¥ G~b Yakunin: a priest who 9ellt 
a similar appeal to the last World Coun­
cil usembly in 1975 in Nairobi. That 
letter was used as evidence at a trial in 
1919 at wbich be was sentenced to five 
years~ labor camp. 

'DareNot Remabl SUfat• 
Noting the case of Mr. Yakunin, Mr. 

Jh1sak said be did not " delude myself 
that there is much llkelihood that my 
letter will be read out loud at ooe of the 
usembly.'s sessions." 

" It is very dtfficult for us to reach 
yoa." be added, "much more difficult 
than to reach God. Still, I dare not re­
main silent." 

Mr. Rusak, a church historian with 
considerable theological training, said 
the Soviet delegation to the assembly 
did not truly represent the Russian Or-

I ~ ~urch .. "The aim of the Soviet 
· authorities in ·using the church is 
purely propagandistic," he said. 

The letter detailed five types of it,..: 
pressive tactics that it says the Soviet 
authorities have used against believ-

: . 
ers. They. include the relusal to' allow 
20,000 Pentecostals to leave the country 
In order to practice their religion freely 
and the recent arrest of three Jews tor 
holding a prayer service outside an ap-
proved area. . 
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World Churches Back U.N. Afghanistan Plan 
By DNNE'lllA. BaIQGS Natiom. AlllOD8 other tbhlp, the~ 

tpac;lalf!!DaNilrYPII,-. posal calls for tlie withdrawal of SoYtlit 
V AHCOW.R, BrlOlb Columbia, troops from Afghanistan within the 
~ !O - The Sixth Jll!llembly of the terms of an overall political settle­
•orld Council Qf Qwrctv, tnded today ment. 
by addressing l8Y'er8.f global issues and The vote in favor of the resolution fol­
Volring to maintain its activist stance. lowed heated debate in which several 

In separate actions, the 900 delegates delegates spoke in favor of a stronger 
~oed nuclear weapoos u well statement. Some speakers called for an 
JI their possessioo, and called for a immediate withdrawal of Soviet troope 
Middle East aettlement that pays heed and warned the assembly against back­
to tb!e pllgbt of the PaJestiuiaos. big away from harsher criticism of 1he 

At the close of Tueaday's 8e98ion, the Soviet Union. 
uaembly voted on a reeolution that In light of the COUDdl's sharp attaca 
aupports a proposal for an end ·to the on United States policy in Central 
axdllct in AfpnlstaD put fonrud by America, tbme speuen 111kt. tile 
~ Secretary .General of the United counc:tl would appear to haft a double 

atandard if it failed to ..... tbe' 
Soviet tnterveltkJD. 

Soviet delegata foupt vtpouaty 
against a strcager reeolution GD Af. 
gbaDlstan, issuing veiled threats that 
such action could lead to a disruption of 
relatim11 between the council and the 
lwsstan Ortbodox Church. 

Many delegates regarded the vote .. 
a barometer of the council's unwillin&­
nesa to indict the Soviet Union publicly. 
A reeolntioo t:a1linl for the COUDCil to 
aca11e the Rutaiana of denyjq rell­
giom rights to tta citizlCIDI was deleated · 
at the last uaembly, In Jffl. 

Council offldala ... often defeuded 
their actiOlll b) COUteadlr:c that opm 
attacks on the ~ Um.on would re- of lmleU troops from the West Bull 
sult in ad~ suff~ for RusiaD and decJares that Israel's West Bauk 
believere. They bave preTerreclto:work settlement policy ls "de facto annea­
quietly with the leadership of the Rua- ticn." 
atan Orthodox Church, tbougb aome The statement further calls for a ~ 
within the assembly believe the leader• gotjated settlement that includes the 
lblp bu largely become a captive of Palestine Uberation Organization and 
Soviet authorities. urges churches that are council mem--

'lbe resolution 011 the Middle East fol. ben to apprise their coostituents 
Iowa the general direction of the coun- "about the urgency and justice of die 
cll•s put actiona by sidirlg to a great Palestlnian cause.,. 
extent with the cauie of tbe Palesttn- In addition, tbe resolution warm 
lam. ·. "Christians in the Western world to 

'De Facm •..,..don' 1"8COpize that their guilt over the fate 
of Jews in their countries may have 1n-

"Recent developments In the region fluenced their ·views of the conflict in 
have further pushed back p1ospecta for the Middle East and bas often led to un­
peace," the statement says. While critical support of the policies of the • 
rec:otpl1z:lng the right of Iarael and Arab state of Israeli therefore ignoring the ' 
countries to have 98CU1'9 boundaries, policies of the Palestianian people and I 
the reaolution insists on the withdrawal their right." 
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Religion · mixes with politics 
at world church council assembly 

llftlc• 
Buunma 

, Aeltgion wn!er 

MANCOUVER, Ca.... fte World Coa­
d_ <JtCqu,ches' smh 111 . tly adjourned 
~ ...,_ after 1t __,. . fl P[a,er and 
political m~uverb!C, . woilhip and 

wr~rations and actions-of the u­
lelnbly provided succor .foe lloth the par­
tiuna ud the critics of the orgaflization. 

There emerged during the meeting here 
a seme of renewed allegiance to the Bible 
and to a ~r understandmg o( the task 
of the Christian church izl a confusing age. 
- But the ~ ootQplaint that the 
eouncil lacks balance in its moral analysis 
'of tbe world's conu>etina pobtieal and eco­
--.k .,.terns Wa& far faiita quelled. 
. THAT ALLEGED 91d •u ••-' . 
.;,tdkinclY noted here m ._ OIIIDefl's ~ 
mililllOD the So,·iet inveiiaa.Gif Afghanistan _ 
and tile United States~ policies in 
Q!fanlAmerica. 

flle 825 dele$ales to the internati_onal 
=us meeting approved a politely 

rebuke of the Soviet Union for :t& 
DDl!'lion into a newu:;oring country . And 
la die fmal hour of the meeting, the de­
leptes &!so issued a statement that f>harp­
ly criticizes Rea~an Adlninistration actions 
in Central America. 

One Pakistani representat~ve ~t the 
me,etj,w noting the a.ppareet dispanty. as­
eerwd that if a Western country had in­
vaded a neighboring nation as had the 
Sorieta the council's OIUf)' ,urely -.'OUld 
haft been more vi~ . 

fte council , founded b)' Protestant and 
OrttiodD• leaders in UNB ·witb the chief atm 
ol ..ung historic cliYtllioas ia world Cbria-

y now embraeel 808 church bodies 
we a' combined .membership of 400 QUl-

~ GRO'tl'ING ~'UMBER fll U. ~ndl'I 
member churchas are baaed m Africa aad 

~~.::-=~-= IIMn&walfppedtllfla'r.· 
· Wl8t of the U.S. denominations that 

. bllonif to the New. Y-erk--bued National 
c-nai of Churcblls tlto belong to the 
Wlrkl Council of Oazrd,es. But, as in the 
V.S.. there are few •••h•ely evangelical 
hetestant church Wies in the World 
Oluncil. 
~ ol course, is ~ Roman Catbalic 

a member, .itbough f.be Vatican 
Nat a delegation of • ~ers to tile 
Vacouverasse~. 

Bcumenical offleeH in the Catholic 
~ have beeF' a&f~an ever larger 
NIie in the work ol. tlle . council since 
tl:!e 8ec.,ood Vatka Oluaeil two decades 

· .-. nut there a,p ! r■ to l9e little chm 
-.t the world's i-.-_ . Christian de­_,.,.tion will far0ili9y Jam the ...a ·,--. 

fllE COUNCIL'S..,_,. ,eneral tec!ft,. 
tarY. German Luthetin ICholar KOIU"ad ­
llailier, acknowledaad that it is • 'unrealit­
tie"' to expect the t:atbciiic Church to peti­
tion the council lot membership. 11-e 
remain, he said, a number of "structural 
dissimilarities and tbeelogjcal and political 
guestions' ' that eepaate the Church · fll 
&me from some.,_. Christian denomf­
natJoos. 

"J-believe that -= e •• [in the raPJln­
ehementJ will be __. ....-er than may 
eq,ect." Ruer anl. "But it is irreverai­
ble." 
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U.S. churches shun 
antiracism program 

V ANCOUVl!:lt, CanRda I AP}-U.8. 
Christ.ian denominations for two 
yec1rs have mostly withheld support 
from a World Council of Churches 
prClgram criticized as a iding Marxist 
guerrillas in Africa , church officials 
say. 

The comments came Tuesday at 
the World Council of Churches Aa­
semhly in respoflse to recent press 
reports and a !Tegat i<ms by coMerva­
! iv<' groups that collection plate 
money coming from the U.S. for the 
council's humanitarian program 
aga_inst racism goes to " liberation" 
11rmics flghttng white minority re­
gimes In Africa. 

Hcv . Anwar Barkat of the Oiurch 
of Pakistan, ttie Swtberland-based 
dtrector of the artiracism program, 
said U.S. denominaUons have not 
supported the grants for at least two. 
years . 

About half of the council's antlrae­
lsm grants come from West Europe­
an go\'ernmenu, while most of the 
rest comes from European denomi• 
nations anrl American and European 
clergy and lay groups, he said. 

UNDER PROOM.M rules, o111J 
specifically designated contributions 
can bc> used for grants to projects 
opposi ng r acism, which have in­
clu.d~d gue r r illa armies fi ghting 
white-minority regimes in Africa. 
The gr:i 'lts are SUPl>OSed to be used 

ealJ fer humanltarimt.l°'C\ 
Afleptions that U . h of-

krinp were going towffl the grants 
have been made fn recent reports on 
ute CBS-TV pro~ram "60 Minutes" 
and in a Readers Dipst article. 

'n1e grants, averaging '500,000 an­
nuJJy in recent years, are a tiny 
rntctfon of the council's amual dls­
trfbulions, lncludin~ $80 million for 
relief and refugee aid, 

"ln the beginning, [U.S. cte.omlna­
Ulr:.aJ gave s ignificant amounts to 
t2'e program," Barkat said, referring 
lo tne early years of the program. 

"BUT NOTHING ._ aaae Crom 
Ult central bud~t'!ts ol U.S. denomi­
nat~ since l ve been director:' . 
Bll'bl, .._ hes held the peilt fW 
two yean. said. 

While Uurt remark rankW ... 
U.S. clNrch leaders , several C'Clft-­
firmed that their denomlnatioM 
have not contributed to the grants in 
recent years. 

Willtam P. Thompson, co.adminis­
trator of the Presbvtertan Cburcb 
!U.S.A.) said his dcnominatioD baa 
made no budgetary allocations for 
the grants reeently. " But it's not , 
because of cold feet ," Tho~ 
said. His church simply felt it should 
f(ive to general c(1unril work becau. 
other . groups were sufficiently fund• 
ing the grants. 

\. 
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World COuncil Puts 
Emphasis on Unity 

Despite DifTerences, leaders See Evidence 
That Assembly Achieved East-West Accord 

, ' 

.. 8Y RUSSELL CHANDLER, Time, Religiicn Writer 

VANCOUVER, Canada-Thre. 
week• ago, the Sixth Assembly ol 
the World Council of ChurcbN 
opened here with a worship service 
of beating rirums. song and fire as 
835 delegates plus another 3,000 
official observers and vi~i tors gath­
ered in a huge gold-and-white lent 
with a Cl'088 atop it on the Univem­
t1 of British Columbia campus. . 

The aaaembly closed 18 days law 
with another service of worship lo 
the tenl The liturgies, lan!Ua,K 
an<.i theologies of the council's 302 
member bodies rPpr,.senting about 
450 million Chr i:;1 ,. ins from a.round 
the world resounded and blended as 
the participants ex.pressed their 
commitment to the as1embl7'1 

-The unifying/actor 
was viewed as the 
colorful worship. 

theme, "Jesua Chritt-Ll.fe of the 
World." . 

The assembly wa.a de.crtbeci • 
the most widely representative 
ga thering of Christians ever held, 
and its purpose was to review the 
co,wcil's work since it last met in 
r-ia1 robi, Kenya, in 1975, and to look 
ahead to it.., unfinished tasks of 
promoting unity, juat.ice, peace and 
coherent theology. , 

The unifying factor, t~e delegates 
seemed to agree, was the colorful 
wc~hip that spanned crl'ed. color 
and culture an<l bra<'ketcd an in-

tenae 18 days of delibentiona on 
social, economic, pootical and theo.­
logical iswes-issues that often di· 
vided the delegates sharply and 
were a major testing of the Christian 
unity movement. 

Evl4esaee •f A1nemell& 

The moet impol'tanl thine to 
transpire heft, summe4 up -PNui, 
Potter, 1.he 62-yea.--old Jamaa­
bom Methodiat who is the coundre 
general secretary, waa "the im­
mense agreement between East and 
Wf'st." The responses in worship. 
.he added, were .. an extraordinary 
thing. . . . There was all kinda. of 
theological agreement belwee11 u&." 

Bi.shop Jack Tuel~. a Unit--· 
Methodi.R delegate from PaM( • 
a8J'eed. . 

'The whole worship -life and ea,. 
perience of the community la the 
most powerful dimension of our 
li me together a nd demonstrates 
that our unity in spiritual commit­
ment is very strong," Tuell said. "Tb 
me, t.hit '8 wbat bolda ua ~U.." 

The cobelive power of wOll'llflJ 
and the adoptioo of.a statemst -
doctrinal ~t . that leeideia­
here called "historic" and said 
would "set the tone" for continwnr 
ties not only between Protestant. 
Eastern and Russian Ortltodox, An­
glican. Pentecomt· and other de­
nomination• within the Wot'ld\ 
Council. but a1ao between the cowa,. · i 
ciJ and the Roman Catholic Churdt. '. 
were indeed evidence. of a unity 
that observers said had not before 
been ptt~nt among delt>gates of 

lonl-eeparated tradtttone 
But alway, lurkins jllll below the 

aarface were the ltill-preeent divi­
aona. particularly between leaders 
of member churches from the Ea.st 
aod the West. Tbera were 143 
Soviet bloc delepi.el. many from 
the Ruasian Orthodm Church, and 
the delicate church-state detente 
betw~n these ecclell:iuticai leaders 
and their govemment,.:..u well as 
between them and the religious and 
political leaders of the West-per­
meated both the floor debale9 and 
1be resolul1ons adapted here. 

"The Orthodox ,que11UOn is the 
question for all of us. .. Potter said at 
a press conferenoe on the assem­
bly's l~t day. "We u,ed to be 
throwing missiles at.oadl other .... 
Now we are in cloaitcaabat in the 
be9t sense of the lenn. Wbat i.s 
lignificant ia that we uaed to remain 
silent. The marvelous thini ia thal 
we can say things to on. another 
openly and directly." 

But not all delegates and observ­
en were convinced that council 
leaders didn't pull their punches in 
favor of being much more ccndem• 
natory of U.S. poltcies than of act.a of 

1 reprt88ion and the viQlatlan ol hu • 
run rights by Soviet bloc nation~ 

Fw instance. the 4el«p,t.ea b a 
tUm margin refused to ace~t an 
amendment to the council'• state­
ment on Afghanistan that would 
have called for the immediate with • 
drawal of Soviet troops .from that 
countrv. The statement, in a softer 
form, did call for an end of arms 
sala ts all parties and urged the 
Soviet pullout "in the CQPt.at of an 
o'Ml'all political settJ.ema.• 

Delpite almost WMUli.alQul back• 

' .. ' 



itll of the tougher stanct by the 
American delegate1, William P. 
Tbompaon. a U.S. delegate and htlh 
Presbyterian Church official who 
chaired the drafting'committee, wd 
I.hat. the resolution-which merely 
commended the nonaligned nations 
for their peace efforts and endorsed 
the U.N. secretary general's plan 
for ~ace- was agreed to by the 
affected nations only after intense 
behind-the-scenes negotiations. 

"We could not do anythina differ­
ent than we have done," Tbomplcm 
firmly told the assembly. 

But Bishop James Arl'Jl8trong of 
Indiana. a United Met.horua bishop 
and the president of the Nauoaal 

obvioua kind of freedom of elq)J'et- · 
su>n" ot.ben do ··and who must 
answer for statements they are 
associated with." Potter replied ob­
liquely. 

The debate and close vote on the 
Afghanistan issue ( 278 to 306 far a 
stronger criticism of the Soviet 
Union) were the most dramatic and 
divisive of tbe aaaembly-and they 
unde~ the fragile nature of 
the world1'Mie church unity move­
ment. 

Of course tbffe were others­
both inside and outside the World 
Council's membership constituen­
cy-who faulted 1t tor its liberal 
stance on social issues. Handfula of 

Tlw •aate anJ v,,u M the Afgluu,istan issue 
were the most drallUllk and divisive events. 

Council of Churches, drew heavy 
applaUM when he criticized lhe 
adopted statement for merely reit­
erating the United Nations lan­
guage: "I believe we should vote in 
this auembly not as an ext.elllion al 
the U.N. but as membe, bodlel 
whose Lord and Savior ii Se.. 
Chrt5t," he said. . 

Later. Potter was asked if he 
thought the Soviet delegation 1JOUlcl 
walk out of the assembly if the U.S. 
view prevailed, particularly in light 
of RUS8Wl Orthodox Archbiahop 
Kirill'a warning that stronger lan­
guage in the statement would mark 
"a tlll"llir1« point in our jomt ecu. 
menical life." 

"We ha'H to realize the sensit.ivi• 
ties of people who do not eajoy the 

militant fWldament.ahsts picketed 
and protested, and three evangelJcal 
visitors to the assembly published a 
repor.t that crit1c1zed the World 
Council for "claiming lo be a pro­
phetic voice decrying the oppres­
sion of human rights" while fa iling 
to speak out in the same way about 
the denial of those rights in the 
Manast regimes. 

The report a.lso attacked the 
emphaslS of the ecumenical move­
ment: "The good intentions and 
human effort. . . . toward peace 
and justice and puclear disarma­
ment and unity excfude the central 
gospel truth and create a false 
salvation for the world," the evan­
plicw said. 

Several offtdaJ delegates them-

selves wanted • council state·• 
on "Witnea,nn, to a Divided W01'1d" 
to more clearly apell out the unique-
ness of Jesus. .• 

The section "suggests a kin<l:of 
universalism," complained the Rev. 
David Russell of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland. He 
pleaded for the word.a .. the only 
Savior" to be inaerted after the 
reference to Chri.&t.. The drafting 
committee ignored the request, 
however, and the report waa re­
ferred to the council's Central Com­
mittee and thus waa never vote(! on 
by the assembly ilae!f. 

At the closing pNa conference, a 
reporter commented to Potter that 
the council seemed eager to exprt:ss 
ii.I mind on such thino as calling for 
an end to the ann, race and the 
production of all nucleu weapons, 
urging "a new economic ord,er in 
which power is shared, not grasp­
ed," asking its member churches to 
boycott transnalional businesses 
trading in South Africa, and ltack­
ing "arrogant militarism" and "poli­
cies of repression" in Guatemala. 

Why. the reporter aaked, did the 
World Council teem to bypas3 deal­
ing with such i.asuet a, human 
sexuality, gay llfe stylei!. marriage 
and the family . aJcohoJ and drug 
abuse and-above all-abortion? 

"If there is one thing the WCC 
will never do." Pouer insisted, "1l 1s 

to trv to dodge issues." Those Issues 
"are.part of our agenda," the gener­
al secretary contmued. But, he 
added. wtth some issues, like abor­
tion, "there is a clear division of 
opmion .. . . If we'd broUlht it m to 
the assembly, it would have served 
no purpose." 
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Churches Call for 
End to Arms Race 

-Welt conlron Ind the 
of nuclear .,.. .,. ·under­

mining church eommiutmnt to the 
eetmomic struggle.sol 1he poor. 
t:n~Jnany milliona," the state-

t aays, "the molt lmmedJete 
thre&t to survival is not posed by 
-18r •ea.pons .•. . The inter­
~ al F.ast-Weet and North -World Council Deplores Nuclear 

Deterrence as '~forally Unaccept~ble' 
. . -

conf1icts N!IIUlta in massite 
~ -systematic ~ m. 

- . . bl, oppretliea.,-laodlelH 
.--,. . ation uW iftth ·fot 

By RUSSELL CHANDLER. TirMs Rtligion \Vrftn 
__, ~ people. Millirllll . llll've · 

, bee;l ff!lldered stateless, a;,elled 

. VANCOUVER, Canada-The 
World Council of Churches' Sixth 
Assembly condl.'mncd the produc• 
l ion and rtt>ploymcnt of nuclear 
weapons "as a crime against hu­
manity" on Wedne::day and said 
that the concept of nuclear deter• 
rence must be rejected u "morally 
unacceptab~" and unworkabt.;. 

"We believe thal the ~ bd. 
come when the churches mUlt un­
equivocally declare that the pro­
duction ,ind deployment as well <tS­
the use of nuclear weapons . . . 
must be condemned on ethical aqd 
~heological grounds," the assem• 
bly's statement said. Il added that 
there should therefore be "a. com­
plete ball in tbe product.ion. of 
nuclear weapona. weapons resei.tcll. 
and development in all natrona.•• . , 

The council's statement on peace 
and justice represents the official 
position of the largest interfaith 
religious group in the wor ld. It is 
being viewed as the strongesl 16 
taken by church Corea a,alnst. 
nuclear war and the armt ~ ~ .. 

Nearing the close of its 18 da.YI of 
deliberations here, the church 

1

: from ·~ homes as ~ or . 
exiles. .. 

The· •cll statement is much =. 
out specifically in another paper- 1

\ shorter than the paston.l letter 
approved for study by the council';; is.s.Qed in May by the U.S. lton'lan 
member bodies. the peace and Jus~ Ca~~ a:nd it ii much h!ts 
tice statement put the council offi- :· . . , fta criticisms ti U.S. • 
cially in opposit ion to the North H 
Atld ntic Treaty Organization's Bl# .:111111",.,..._1:1>,i;I statem~ 
scheduled deployment. beginning IE llroingtlf'111J1~-•mnation·,J _;jl 
DecemMr, ~f U.S.-~de Pe nu.cl.-~ , . the~ policiu:bf-
ahing-i and cruiae nuc,I.~ mistOe f deterteo~ th.at because 
ii,.-Westem:Europ6\ . ·, :-'~:~· such .a-Nler~bility d~ 

"We call upon; ~ ·churc · ·· · be t.wlh1'- }as or_ ~ 
...,n<>c1·a1ly t·h-"e int:'.,-... , both ' en -~-=-.::;~~~ ~ .. ~ i:e ~~i.,..: 
,..,,.~ uo ,;,w.:vl"- : we~·~• ~y unacc"'V-""• 
and west. and In North America. ! The Catm>tk 4oeument stQPped 
redouble their efforts to convmc;e \ short-of CXIJU)l$lY renounctn1 .de· 
their governments. to reach a neso-, : terrence '8-.JD: - •erim peace.keep- , 
tiated settlement and to tum aw.a:, \ mg m.ea$ · ·: ~ •""' 7 
now-be!ort it is ~ •~~ · 1 Th~~ . · ;..~ois. _ · . -
plans_ to deploy addi~ Q1t , , ,: t' more paeU,1[11{,. · . the bishops' 
n.ucl~_:wtl~~ ~ ~ •-1114 . . : /- · nt: lt~ans should 
begin un~l:, ta reduce: , . : I llOt ••~ ay conflict 
then eliminate them- altog~lhifk molving Wetl'ODl'Gf mass destruc• 
the statement says, " . · 'Jt- Uarl or tndi9cr.tminate t'ffeet" and 

The paper also saya that "~.,, 1 1QpJ>Orts. the l'llfual of. Christians to 
___________ . _. -~· ·· • ork for ~ producing nu-

; ; · ::-i~ clear weapon&. 
C~ :....,._MM"~---r ~ Saying that .. all meam leading to · · ..... ~ .... ~ t ~ . · disarmament" .lhQuld be welcomed, 

:,.,.Li'Ji.t;..J_.._.,~il·JO, , the- paper urps "'multilateral con-
. ~--~~~ • . •-i . : · ference~," "~ negotiations'' 

s1-w ,...,;di) o/' the-~ .,:.: :- r ~, a ".uriilatera1 uuti.,uvea~ to 
.,,~- ':I ~' · .... :n t.biutlautionoftenaioUll'ldbUild-

council Jlso adopted a statement · · 
critical of " ins titutionalized racism.. pant mihlarisrn" it't -the· World 

m, «. · mutual confMfflce among 
UlioM and peoples." 

diverted at.teniion from. il).e • 1wi~hl 
in ~uth Africa and one s>'!11patbetic mtJ_tW ~ ancl nffcf. of · . 
to t~ _urgency a .. nd ~ of tbe ~-- ·. . Ci&: the»-•~ ' · · 
Palestunan ca~ .. la ctte· ll"'4lf . :.1 ... t..'. .,. •· • ~ A .•.• , .. ~!ldrt ot;. 
EaaL It wu scheduled to a~ li"il:lllt • "-.at.,..• . 
one on Central Amerlca Um.... . lfff. · 1 tltt ~ 
U .s.- policy in that region and com- futttpta- -to balance- the issuei 
mends the Nicaraguan govern• peace nnd economic justice-k~,e. 
rr:ent's efforts to achiev~ reconcilia- concerns of the assembly and the 
tion there. focus of considerable division within 

The seven -page document on the makeup of the council delegl; 
peace and justice was devoted tkm it.self. · 
largely to the nuclear amt4 race and. Som.t church leaden ftoa\ 
was approved by a nearly wiard~ 1'ltttd • Worict nat.iont'• wbq. • , • .:if 
moua show of handit.amona ~- asawned. • ll'OWing leadership ~ 
aaembly delegates. wbo ,..... ~ the 35---yew-old council-, w . ·. 
the council's 4:!'iO million constAu... the body durbig debate on the~ 
enlS in :302 member churches. that a growing obsession with th~. 

In a reference that wu spelled 

~ statement on Cet!tn1 Ameri-
ca t.Mt the delegates were sched­
uled to "¥Ole on late Wednesday 
~eS COOCern that "mainly 1 
V.S.~d and financed religiou.t 
.... ... appear . .. to be used 
far pOl.itical purpoBeS in lflitimiZing 
~ of repression... · 

council, throup the Central 
Amer:kla statement. lilllo "-l'lgorous-
11 ~s any type al military 

. . bJ the United State.a. 
• Ol' by any ot.her 

1n the Central Amen• 

t 
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Chur_ch cou.nci} _weighs · 
Nuclear a;ms, aparthei~ on agencla ·.· divisive 
for Protestant, Orthodox meeting 

By ADON TAFT 
Hffllld RriJgion Wrltn 

V ANCOWER. British Columbia 
- U ke a freighter being loaded 
with explosive cargo, the sixth as­
,embly of tbe World Council of 
Churches has spent • week taking 
on sensitive Issues that could shat­
ter the ecumenical organization. 

During the next week, the 4,000 
npresentatives of 400 million 
Christians In 305 Protestant and Or· 
thodox denominations In more than 
100 countries wlll confront such Is♦ 
sues as a nn.dear•&rr"..S fr eze, 
apanneia, nauve ana tana n ntS, 
lna'i:o'dtror'OT'l'l!So ' - bl; 
Da ODS. 

uch observers as Dr. Edqtund . 
Robb, a.Methodist evangelist ~ ho is 
chalrman of the executive commit• 
tee of the lnJtitute on Religion and ; 

mocracy, say they have no
1

tlc 1 

&D I . -
· Robb noted that those at the helm 
of the wee already have fired bitf• 
cal salwe at the capitalist ecoi,omlc 
system, U.S. Involvement In Central 
Ammc:a and nuclear weapons tat• 
lnl fa the Pacific by the United [ 
States and France. . , 

Similar blasts are expected to fol­
low from the full ~mbly ~fore 
the clole of tu meeUn1 ant. Wed­

· nesdly. _ 
~ ' . 
Storm cloud, 

The solidarity of th• 35-year-old 
ecumenical agency and Its multi• 
cultural crew may be tested before 
the 930 votfog delegates get out of 
this lovely pOrt dty, which seems 
to be a symbolic eettlng for the u­
sem bty meeting held every ee\'enth 
year. The representatives are meet• ; 
Ing on the CJJhpus of the University: 
of British Columbia, many of them 
w earing the colorful 1arb of their: 
native countries. 

Storm clou4s often gather over 
the energetic metropolis of 1.5 mil­
lion spread along the rocky shore of 
an Inlet of the Pacific Ocean. Van• 
couver, however, usually la spared 
from rough weather by warming 
trade winds that seem to huddle It 

''lgalnst rouah, snow-capped moun-
tains. . · 1 

Similarly, controversy frequently 
·1an1s over the wee, but the blus­
ter over ttl action and polldea tradJ­
'tiona lly calms before any NYere 
'damage 11 done. 

Two of the efpt 1n1jor lll\les 
that began aetttn1 llerlous lt\Jdy. 
.Tutlday from the delegata are a­
peeled to produce IIPUU but DO 
major explollolJI. · 
· Dr. Jo,e Mlquez-Bonino,. 1 Meth• 
od1st theology professor from Ar• 
1enuna who Is one of the lix preal­
~ents of the wee, predicted that ... 
.number of statementa on peace and 
Justice and the relation between 
them - that will not fullf satisfy 
'1JYODe - will be adopted.' 

Peace through efforts to halt the 
nuclear arms r_ace·ls the major con­
um of the churdltt, In' the United · 
States, Canada· and ·Wemra Eu· 
rope, MJquu-BooiDo ·llkt. '•' ' 

• , ~ • I • 

Nicara,uan statement 
0n ·ttte other hand, Justice - ra­

dii .and ~nomlc - la uppermost 
In the minds of delegates from the 
Third World, who comprise about 
one-third of the usembly. Some 
143 are from black Africa, for ex­
ample, compared with 121 from the 
United States. 

Two Third World churches -
the · BapUst Convention of Nicara­
gua 81'.ld the Evangelical Presbyteri• 
an Church of South Africa - are 
expected to be accepted In the 
membership of the wee next 
week. 

The president of Nicaragua's 
• Baptist Convention, Tomas Tellez, 

said that h1s country's churches are 
enjoying the freedom to participate 
in the formation and carrying out of 
public social policy for the first 
time Jn Nlcara~•s history u a re­
, ult of the Sandinista revolution. 

"Before the revolution, we bad 
freede>m of worshJp as long u we 
di~ not say anything against the So­
moza regime by speaking out on '°" 
dal Injustice," Tellez, a 33-yur-old 
delegate to the wee assembly, aid 
in an Interview. . 

He ls the admlnlstrator of bis de­
aomJnatton' s Primary Health Care 
Program, which serves 30,000 poor 
people. It trains local repraenta­
tfves to carry on the education and 
treatment activities. • 

Tellez said he had frlendl -
tome of them putors - who were 
Jalled, tortured and even klJled by 
the National Guard under Somoza. 
He said, howev~. tbere hu been 
..full participation of Christiane In 

. ' issues ... 

the revolut..lon. Before, during and 
after the revolution many . clergy• 
men and active laymen partSdpated 

. with the Sandtnist.as... , , . 
Tellez said that he bas no fear 

that the churches of Nlcaragua wtll 
be betrayed by the' re\'Olptloa as 
were those of Cuba. · • • , 

U.S. criticized 
Mlqvu-Bonlno said that westent- j 

en In 'the wee, for the most put. 
are understanding and sympathetic : 
to tbe co11cems of the Tblnl World, : 
which . philosophically IDcladea 
I.attn America. 

So. Mlquez-Bonlno expects guide­
Ones combining the goals of peace 
and justice to be adopted for the i 
next seven years of work by the . 
council: 

Meanwhile, speeches, dnmat, 
and literature distributed ID the 
early session of the assembly ind a 
variety o( namp meetings haw eeeil 
critical of US. policies In Central 
America and of the capitalistic .ec. 
nomlc system. . '. 

Tbe Rt. Rev. Ted Scott. primate 
of the Anglican Church of Canada · 
and moderator of the wee, and Dr. · 
Philip Potter, a Methodist from the 
Caribbean Island of Dominica who 
Is the general secretary of the coun­
cil, ~nt a message to the United 
Nations expressing "deep concern 
about the escalation of threats to 
use massive armed force apfut 
NlrJ,r1gua." 

They asked United Natfons Sec· 
·1'ftlry'Gdff'irlltirt!Y'°Pt'i'u'ft Qa; ; 

liar to "brin& about the withdraw­
of foreign military fCfteS from 
reaton and to e~ the awer­

etpty of Nicaragua and tbe 111~­
blUty of It.a national borders." 

A sn,up of Central American del­
egates has been meetfn1 to draft a 
similar statement to be presented to 
the e12tlre ~mbly. 

Dr. Jan Pronk, a Dutch economist 
with the U.N .• blamed Western po­
nttcaJ leeden for produdn1 ... 
alobaJ feudal ac,ctetj controlled by 
an Industrial elite wblch did not 
lb&rt the raources. work and 
bread with the bave-nots." 

He called for a new ecumenlcal 
order of .. tntl:rDltSonal democratk 
toda.lism. .. 



,. .,..,...., "t· 

Churches ask. Israeli pullout 
but . pass over Afghanistan 

By ADON TAFT An effort to censure the Soviet inenkal agency hu no member 
Htrald Relialon wr1ra Union for its role in Afghanistan I churches la Afghanistan. where he 

VANCOUVER. Br1tisb Columbia was beaten back late Tuesday by , said factions have been warring in• 
;- The World Couadl or Churches t~e wee leadership. After impa.s- \ ternally for yea.rs, lt has no choice 
on Wednesday adopted a statement , s1oned debate, delegates accepted a ! but to support the U.N.'s efforts. 
on the Middle East urging Israel to mildly worded statement backing I 
withdraw its troops from all terrl• the peace-seeking efforts or the ! 
tory occupied In 1967. United Nations. 

The statement, passed over- AD attempt to strengthen the 
whelmingly by the delegates from statement Called by a 306-278 vote 
some 300 Protestant and Orthodox with 35 abstentions after Archbish­
churches in more than 100 COWl• op Kirill, of the Russian Orthodox 
tries, recognizes Israel's right to Church, warned that the vote could 
exist with secure borden and the mark "a. turnln& point in (the 
right of the Palestlniaa.s to establish WCC's) life." 
their own state. · William Thompson, the American 

The Israeli government wu Presbyterian laW)'er who chlired 
urged to open ne1otiatfo119 that the committee t}Jat drafted-the reso­
~uld Include representatives of lution. resisted eff9rts to chana• the 
the Palestine Liberation Organtza. wordlna. Oeleptes objected that 
lion as well a, those of nel&hbortn& the languaae wu mucb dlffereat 
Arab states. · from that in statements proposed 

tn other action, on International for Central America and other pollt• 
affairs. the wee. whose member lcal and military trouble spot&. 
churches represent 500 million Amons the most outspokea ob-
Christians worldwide: jectors wu the Right Rev. Alexu-

• Refused to censure the Sovtet , der Malik of PaklstaD. 
Union for its military presence In Notlna that he wu "neither a. 
Af&hanistan. on ground.I that the I Amertcm nor a Wemmer," Malik 
wee has no churches In that coun- 1 said: "U uy Westenl country sin,. 
try and could not brtn1 pressure to \ the World Council of Chun:bea 
bear there. would jump on it wttb the ttroo&at 

• Urged an end to radal apart• 1 language lo the dlctJoaary •••• 
held in South Africa. \ "The Soviet Union hu committed 

• Condemned modern warfare · a hard agressloa Oil a nelghborln1 
and urged member church• to country IJ\d should be condemned." 
adop~ ;,acifist swidl. Malik salcl to .,,._.. fn,a ~ 

OD u,e M1aa1tJ t:ui. rae aeiepca pt& 

~!~~r :::0
~:_ amc;:~~-A matter of influence 

poUtlcal agreement for sbldn& tlll The propose4 statement oa Cea. 
city of Jerusalem u a boly pl&ce f« al · 
all the faiths.... -. . - ·,. . i· . . __ tr America, whtclf criticizes the 
i· The a.uembly's. statemeat·· c:ai- United States and praises the Sandi• 
demns· " the repressive actlou of ' nlsta governm~nt in Nicaragua, hu 
the occupying pow~ Ill £ul Jena- , yet to be considered by the assem­
satem." which bu created .. sedoa bly. 
dlffleulties .. for Arab Moslems and · In a press conference Wedne. 
Christians despite IsraeU law par• c1a wee G at s 
anteein& free acces1 for vu1oua re- Y, ener ecretary Phillip 

Potter. a Methodist from the Carib-
11..tous arou- . · · · · . , .··. · .. _. bean island of Dominica, insisted 

. :~-:.. - . · · ··. that the Afghanistan and Central 
: No Sovif!t censure . American situations are enUrely 

"Restoratloa of the tenttorfal la- different. . 
-tegrity and sovenlgaty of Lebanoa · 
wu labeled "a key to peace a.n4 ~ , He noud that the wee had pro. 
tice in the regloa." accordJn& to UM tested the ~et invaslOD of Af• 
·statement. which asked for wldl- ahanlstaa as !JI element Ill the 
drawal of all armed forcea frolll threat to puce. But sblc:e the ecu-
that country. · 

In Central America, however, 
some churches have influence, he 
said. Besides. Potter declared, the 
people there were "expressing their 
will to self-determination." 

Tht assembly Wednesday also 
adopted broad statements oa human 
ri&.hU and oa peace and justice. 
which are shuply critical of Spart• 
held In South Africa. the denial or 
land ri&fits to Indians iD North 
America and other minorities et.­
where., and the escalation of the 
arms race. 
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Council tensions point to 
'ecumenical turning point' 

Religion · 

By ADON TAFT 
llt!'ll ld Religion Writer 

VANCOliVER, British Columbia 
- [t was as a veiled threat that 
Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kirill 
told the sixth septennial assembly 
of the World Council of Churches 
that it faced "a turning point in ecu­
menical life." 

The Soviet prelate was seeking 
this week, successfully, to block ef­
forts to strengthen a mild criticism 
of the Russian invasion of Afghani­
stan by implying his church ig~t 
withdraw from the WCC, whose 
member churches represent 500. 
million Christians worldwide. 

But 'fn a wider sense:·· the thre~ 
week meeting of nearly 900 dele­
gates from some 300 Protestant and 
Orthodox denominations in more 
than 100 countries was a turning 
point for the 35-year-old ecumeni­
cal organization. 

It became evident that the ten• 
sions between Orthodox and evan­
gelical theological views, between 
the social concerns of the northern 
and southern hemispheres. and be-­
tween the economic systems of the 
industrial and third worlds no long· 
er are a danger to the unity or the 
delegates' faith, as· expressed · in 
worship. -

A huge orange-striped tent in a 
parking lot of the University of 
British Columbia became the sym­
bol of that unity. There, dressed in 
the colorful garb of their countries, 
35,000 men, women, and children 
of eve.ry h~ and varied tone gath­
ered daily to· celebrate together by 

. singing . different melodies and 
rhythms. by reading the Scriptures 
in many languages, and by receiv­
ing the.Eucharist (communion}. 

They used the _Lima liturgy, 
based on an inter-denominational 
study of baptism. the eucharist and 
ministry whicn the Right Rev. Rob-- ., 
ert Runcie, the Archbishop of Can­
terbury, described as _"a pointer to 
the future far wider than mere 
theological debate:· 

Participants acknowledged that 
the WCC's effects on styles of ob­

· servance would take from se,1en to 
eight years to trickle through mem-

ber denominations to the churches. 
But WCC General Secretary Dr. 

Philip Potter, the Methodist theolo­
gian from the Caribbean island or 
Dominica, expressed a widespread 
conviction when he described the 
emph!lSiS on worship and its effeet 
as the assembly's high r,oint. · 

Among those who joined in the 
celebration were 20 official observ­
ers from the Roman Catholrc 
Church, which is not a member of 
the wee. Some of them had taken 
part in the study in Lima, Peru, in 
1981 that produced the ecumenical 
litu rgy. 
• The WCC's instrumental role in 
encouraging dialogue- between 

!Christian denominations - Catho­
. lies and Anglicans. Catholics and 

'Lutherans. Anglicans and Briti$h 
Methodists - is likely, if anythin,. 
to be expanded in the assembly s 
afterm~th. · 

Similarly, the WCC's vast com­
mitment to relief, refugee aid and 
assistance to Third. World educatiorr 
has emerged unshaken by. the tur.­
bulence of the assembly". 

But it was the controversy over 
! social and political issues that drew 

the greatest public attention, and' 
will. likely subject the wee to fur• 
ther · criticism, particularly from 
conservative churches in the West. 

The WCC's international staff 
and leadership were clearly in, con­
trol of the agend,a and of the word­
ing of statements issued in the 
name of the delegates from member 
churches. In addition, the veto 
power of the Russian and other Or-

. thodox :churches anti- the . growing 
influence of the Third World 
churches were quite evtdenL 

Exampfes: . . 
• The Business Committee bar· 

red from the assembly floor a plea 
from dissident Russian. churchmen 
a.skin& the wee to speak out · 
agaill.5t relfgjous persecution in the 
Soviet Union: Simila(ly, efforts to 
condemn · tPle Russian invasion or 
Afghanistan were beaten down by 
the leadership. . 

• That same committee- kept 
rescheduling consideration of harsh 
statements on U.S. involvement In 
Central America and South Africa's 
apartheid policies until it was f:00 
late foe floor debate~ Delegates m­
sisted on at least a brief look at the. 
pronouncements · before leaving 

them in the hands of the Central 
Committee. So they called for a 
short business session after the 
scheduled closing of the three­
week•meeting. · 

• Suggested changes in state• 
- men ts on evangelism that were a~, 

proved in floor debate never as,. 
pea.red in the final draft. These 
changes would have strengthened 
the affirmation of the belief that 
Jesus is the only savior of the world 
and would have softened criticism 
of traditional missionary activities. 

Despite such manipulations. the 
majority of delegates obviously ap­
proved the liberal tilt oJ the assem­
bly, which also: 
· • Took stands against the nucle­
... ,.....,,. r<1r.- . lrrr whirh most of the--
blame was.placed.upon.th~ U.S:.~'-. 
its decision to deploy Pershing attct 
Cruise mlssiles in Western Europe:. 
It urged a pacifist position on mem~­
ber churches. even•if it meant civil 

"disobedie·nc~✓- • _ . • ._ ~ . 

• Called· for Israel t~ . giye_nAj; 
territories occupied in .~· IU'ltct· 
that th~ Palestine Llber~dd Of&~. 
nization be included in peace )rtto-. 
tiatioas. and' suggested IQterNith 

. talb over- Jerusalem's· status as" 
Holy City to Christians and M~· 
Uma u well as Jews. . 

• Demanded an ead to discrimi­
nation on the basis of race. sex, 
class. age, education. , religion or 
physi~ Of ~ental handicaps. That 
demand did not extend to the ordi­
nation of women or the inclusion of 

'I homosexuals in the ministry. 
• lashed out at both capitalism 

I and communism, but trained its 
, heaviest guns on transnational cor• 
I porations. described as tools·of eco­
l nomic oppression linked to milita• 

I 
rism and enforced poverty. 

• Urged the development of .a 
new. socialistic economic order that 
would · assure equality- .of wealth 
and sharing of resources. 

The WCC"s left-leaning actions. 
howe\·er. seem unlikely to pull it 
apart. 



Carof ■,Ostroffl 
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and among ntxH:hurch-goin~ttlenl. Where. t~­
wondered. the line drawn ween belpmg vfctims 
of political upheavals and becolnma l pa tr; 
part icipant tn natiocal struules? _ .. ',. $.,_.' ,..1, 

wcc·s answers ranaecflron\, tlMt ' · 
solidarity with th9 ~ the.:~ -.ai . · .· 
wall an important.f)l'rt of J r ·lfflnJstry..,si Wei -
General 5ecreWJ PhUUp ~ -- to W-prasmat ~ 
le. .. , ·. .· . 

Simply shaking hands with • South American 
native - Jmplymg that he is an equal - becomes a 
political act. say those who believe that their 
religious commitment mandates supporting the 
poor. . 

But for some critics. the blblk:al intt!i'pretatk>ns'~ 
that the wee W1eS tn worktn1 tor ,octal }usJtce d 't ., 
justify the organizatfon'S actlvttlet. . · 

"I do not understand the Bible that •i:• tllyt · 
the Rev. Murray Marshall of Seattle s First 
Presbyterian Church. A self-described COMerVative 
evangelical, Murray. will be attendln3 part of the 
assembly as an accredited visitor. 

: To him, the m~_of ~ • la a call t -. 
convert Individuals to ~- "ane by Olle •• '- / 

"To miscast the ... - of rmtructul'Uqf~ 'f 
Aociety l drink dllttWts-- 1:M tldng." tiys·I-'·, 
Ma , .. l'm Mlll nllft:Mll•• l'hlJ'& her&. 'ffiil 
ls ve1'f rwJ fflV1!-- •• :. 

ast tbei1' ~il'II peitltkal tenns. 
.. People on a grass-roo~1 ~ need to know ln 

simple tenns, not In these· hlgh-faluted theological 
terms, answers to a couple of que~tions," says Steve 
Lawson, communications director for ChrlsUan 
Solidarity. "First of au: Is the wee Marxist or not?·, 
\Ve need a yes or no answ,e r ..• They also need to 

. bow tf they•re amllOl'tinm', guerriDll tlllWements or ........ 
i -· uv,;...._-:... - ma!fllll· J ,...,. .-. cbiiii ... 
. ·~ ,~ , 

llllitnt1on ....... ...., that has fflCelVN little 
scrutiny in rec:en years. 

Since it began In IN. the Wortd Councn has 
been a mov1ng force for ecumenicism as weJI ns 
IOClal Justice. Growtna ~rapidly. it has become the 
voice of fflOn! than 381) Protestant. Anglican and 
Orthc>dox ~ t>oEUe,,· tn 6beut ,100 COU!ltrk!s, 
ildudtfti ~ ~~ an4 represents a · 
efflStituency of more thlff <d> rnfllklrl. , 
: . Now sust med by an ofterw:Titlcized oorea~ra­
c:y, the counctl bu a payroll of about 275 workers 



(£) 

-:-Convergence? .. 
. . . .. ~ 

World ~o_mrmm · is the goal, disunity is the . reality 
as Chnst,an cf elegates face social, religiQus is~ . 

nd controb an lt'lmlllll ta~ of ahoot SIi> mfllion. 
e Its ,yet\ for ~ty~ lhe council does -MS­

hit u IMm~ t wond's Mn-Chnsttati• 
maj ty. Nor does it lndude the Roman Cathotic• 
Chu~~ except 9!'1 an ot>~T'"Pr and sometime' 
part1~p.1nt. or many nt tlw rapidly S?f'OWlnJ{~ 
evangelistic church,-s. 

But even with so many exclusions, the coumilh 
has from the start t1tru~led wi th ls!ttlt'S that ifs 
Dlffllber dmrclroS'~Y. canpot agree on. . : ;' • 

Thil yiid, debates on a number oY 
~loM ,,. . · . · I .. loJl. to the surface durt6f! 
the a1S11mbty, • . of which· 1s "Jesus Christ :. 
The ure of ttle Wot'fd... , 

For exitmpte: " ,.... 

• • The rote of WOnMn, Inside and outsld& 
church. The ord!Mlion of women, already begun in: 
10me Protestant dlllftl:mltnation~. doe.-m'i itet wf>J.t 
with the OF't.Mdolr , ,a~. or with IOffle ,o-i: 
thole who haw a liilJre hftrjl interpretation of tile. 
Bible. . '-" 

u,ilbull, llf, ,a,:t&cielttma tn assembly aetMtft?t; 
wtth ordathe'd women. will "challenge" Ute a.ssump-­
tlons d indlvtdtla1 onhodox Christians, said Rev_ 
Theodore Stylianopolo.-;, a Greek Orthodox pries( 
wtlo will gtvt" part of the assfmbly op<>nlng address. 

.................... flUC!fwtlll.CNNl, 
IBf,li.-..41fta a ~ die Conet'lffll of ... ~ ~-.-:. ,... 1tf'!-t· ab }tllpo~'~fl1f 
ftlie o.• il-. 1'1'.' ,,. • ·J 1 · ,;.• ~7-

A vi~.,..._ \M~ pet1ce movem~ts °"' 
the North Atta.nttc rtgr~ and the libera~laa, ·, 
movements or Afrka, A;0;1a and I.nr in Amr.rka may: 
well erupt at the ~mbly, according to Michael-• 
KIMalt!On, exl!'CUttve secretary of the WCC's Faith, 
and Order Commission. . .:, 

• .__ ot doetfflM,. - btiptiltn. «sehal.._ . 
W ••-• - wtlld\ uw. f:>flffl the rohject or."".,, 
..,_, dellete: will be on the agenda. This timer 
howe.w. the F'ttith anti Orde-r Commission of the 
cooncil hM som(>'fhin~ nE>w to report : The f'atholl~. 
Prote:i-t?nl and 0rtlwd<_I.-.. ll11-,il,.•1?.1a 11s w 1cstltn11, w ith - 1

1 ,~ 1ssu~ have ftn;, lly ,;uhduPd tliem. Th~ I 
committee's paper, anno-Jndng theological con.,er-. 
genee on these dM~lv.- llL'lues, will ~ pre.cu!ntad a, .. I 
the assembly for dlNUl11r■ . aftief which It wffl 19 -.. 
mMrbff ctiutdllls fdt ~ ~"; 

., flit ·····~--lfoeilll' wnt be t ra'lf dllretW f · "- tou;,ctt staff Ht Creatt! 
policy hmnentl Ul'RinYJ member chu . ~ te t111t~' 
specfnc Action. Rut ,},e sta1.Pm~n1s - m: clenrly 1H 
the a~mbly lt~lr -- have no rP..ul hol<l on mt'mher 
churches, which are free ro reject or ignore the-
councU-9 work. .. , .. 

T() .__,.hive kerJ( fhe .mitn«tleal f'lllft, tJ;t;; 
tlcC-s lnstilf!!lllce m wrlty hd great · ~: 
-n.t dtvtdN • · dlvtdes our mwtt 
~ tieltew . .. · '· . ' - ;. 

,, "" 
Other than tfi'to 1Jni11"d Nttrions. ,,.-.yr, lhe R('v., : 1· 

WHILam Cate, din!etot of th~ Church Coun-cH of-• , 
Greater Seattle, the wee assembly ,s !he nnTv rea• , 1 

forum for people of ditrerent beliefs and tradition., to 
speak with one another. ' _ 

. _INt~~ - ·• ·• '-~ · ..... dlfltt1l\»dty - arid!,_.; . ·ts dytnj ~•! 
o'f•ladof.tt," . ' ' I •y' "' 

And If tbe dtvlsiOtl! ~rating the churc~ cen 
be heeled, supportt"rs believe, anything - including-
world peace -..: is posc;tbl~. "' 

That's the long-range vision, however. In tht " 
meantlmt!, a rew details l1"d settlinti, '· .,, '. " ' 

_ Some oblerftrs of . toUafnn belrev~ • •~ 

~~~ ~~~• h~JJim':; . =:1aux ~:, n. &ie 't'Otlff4. lhtt-~f.-: w ~ A08, the- Hofd fogey.:.u a~ fefl-ovef• ' 
liberals, whtle the yO\mg " upstarts" are straight-- ·: 
laced, Blhle--toting evun~t?ltcals. · 

" There are times," observt.-d the WCC's Kinmi !' 
mon. writing in a pre-assembly poblication, "when . ... 
long to encounter a strong voice dt!'fending rree : -
enterpme, traditional classroom educttton or mtn:f' 
tary buildup for national security because ·IUcfl:, 
YOlces do exist 11'1 the Oturch ( in great numberi) and 
are therefore neceac;ary If we are to have tun;-• 
et."tlmenical discussion or .the issuPS .. . " _,., 

With any luck, his wish will come true - 11nd 
rhen some - in Vancouver. 
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Monday, August 8, 1983 

.. World-church 
leaders debate how 
to promote peace 
As dvl wars disturb the third wortct (right and 
below) and the Influence of 'war toys' is again 
discussed (lower right), the case for Gandhian 
nonvlofence Is considered by 800 church leaders. 

By emu. J. Sttomer 
. Staff correspondent of The Christian Science Monitor 

Vancouver 
Calbtfor peace. freedom. and justice rtng across this tdyl• 

Uc Pactnc-shore campus of the Universtty of British Colum­
bia, as more than 800 delegates and 3.000 observers to the 
World Council ot Churches assembly (WCC) this week wind 

17 days of dJscussions, seminars. and worship servtces. 
11,ere la Uttle or oo disagreement that peace. freedom, 

and jUAttce are ooble alms. But participants from around the 
globe strongly differ on how they are to be achieved. what 
prtorttiea should be set, and what the tradeoffs should be. 

Varying points of vtew are best spotlighted In debate over 
a statement oo peace and justice that ls 11.ltely to be ratified ID 
some for:m by this assembly before It adjourns on Wednes­
day. wee leaden hope these results wm be a guideline for 
Chrtstlans and others throughout the world. 

Western delegates particularly emphasize the importance 
of peace and nonviolence under virtually any circumstances. 
Coretta Scott King. widow of The Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr., said that nonviote-nce " must apply to all social 
'lt.rugglea." Pointing to the pacifist. work of Mohandas K. 
Gandlll tl'illln.., as ffll as fM!r nnma6lt tn the United states. 
~ added that this approach can become a powerful foree for 
social change that c-an be applied to both national and Inter-­
national disputes. 

Many third-world delegates. on the other hand. insist that 
there can be no peace without Justice. They say the Issues of 
racism. government oppression, hunger. and poverty are 
paramot.\Dl in .U\etr struggle. South African theologian Allan 
Boesak, who is of mixed race. points out that there ts great 
concentby Ch~ns tn the third world that the "Issue or 
peace will be se1)arated from the Issue of justice - making 
'peace' primarily a North Atlantic concern," while justice . 
and deprivation~ are Ignored. · · 

A related clash or vtews exists over nuclear disarmament. 
Delegates will likely modify a draft statement that now asks 
churches to declare unequivocally that " the production and 
deployment as well as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime 
against humanity and must be condemned on e-thlcal and the­
llogical grounds." 

English Anglican Bishop .Jobn Habgood -
who moderated the 1981 wee nuclear~ 
mament bearings in Amsterdam - calls upon 
church officials here to take a more .. nuanced 
and bal.anced" position. Bishop Habgood says 

, the council should take into consideration and 

1 
be more respectful ol " various conditions in 

, various countries and various churches." 
I This stance is supported by US Lutheran 
; Bishop David Preus. who reads the draft as a 
call for " qnilateral disarmament" and says 
many religious leaders don' t see it as "a con­
structive move toward peace." 

Others here want what they call a more 
''Urgent" statement on pee.ee ud Juati0e tbat 
would also embody a clear repudiation of the 
use of nuclear weapons and unabasbedly de­
mand unilateral disarmament. 

"Peace and injustice cannot coe%ist," says 
. Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu. 
! " There will be no peace in the whole of Africa 
l with the iDc.reasing mllitaruatioo of the area 
\ by the Soviet Union and the United States." 
I Bishop Okullu attributes many of the world's 

I current injustices to racism and calls upon 
the wee to give top priority to wiping Jt out. 

Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kirill bolds 
' that churches must ' 'proclaim the lint be-

tween peace and Justice" and should develop 
a "clear and theologically credible position of 
aecurity and peace." 

wee. along with ita us coun1erpart. tbe 
National Coundl ot Clmzdw (NCC), contilt­
ues to be criticized for aIJeeedly leaning ~ 
wards the ideological left and sometimes fan­
ning the flames of revolution. 'Ibese attacks 
have spilled over into this convocatioo, as two 
New Right spokesman from the US, Rev. Carl 
McIntyre, bead of the Internatioaal Council ot 
Cbrist1an Churches, and Bob Jones, president 
of Bob Jones University, joined a picket Une 
in Vancouver. Signs suggested that NCC WU 
Marrut-inspired and Soviet~om.inated. 

Critics pointed to reports in Reader's Dt­
gest and by CBS's Television's ' '60 Minutes" 
that wee funds, particularly NCC monies 
gathered from unsuspecting parishioners, are 
sometimes channeled Into worldwide revolu­
tionary correra. wee leaden deny that their 
efforts to feed and clothe the hungry and 
bave-tda ID tbe tbird world are polticaU,: , 
inspired. . ,. 

At tbe same time. tboae on the left, par- ' 
ticularly the vast majority of members who · 
come from non-Western nations. often acore 
wee tor appeasing the us and other Western 
natiou and Ignoring the larger struggl.e for 
freedom elsewhere. They want a specif:ic 
commitment from. church officials here to 
help wipe out oppreaatoa and bondage. 

-~' some here say that wee laclts a co­
henmt spiritual direction and is preoccupied 
with political and social agenda. However, 
some delegates point out that the real value or 
a meeting, such as this one, Is Informal fel­
lowship that grows among them and tends to 
heighten Individual faith in God and fostet' a 
stronger love for011e's fellow man. 



Church Council Assails 
West Bank Occupation 
By Joseph Berger 
Newsday Religion Writer , 

Vancouver British Coiumbia-The World Councll ' 
of Churches y;sterday condemned Israel for its "re~ . 
live" occupation of the West Bank and called on I 
churches to build greater awareness about the "urgen- ! 

cy and justice of the Palestinian cause." \ 
A statement approved with near-unanimity by del- , 

egates here urged that churches "remind Christians in 1 

the West.em world to recognize that their guilt over the I 
fate of Jews in their countries may have influenced 1 

. their views of the conflict in the Middle East and has : 
often led to uncritical support of the policies of the state : 
of Israel, thereby ignoring the Palestinian people and I 
their rights." 

After the vot.e, Phillip Potter, general ·secz-r:+.ary of 
the cou.ntjl..,, ~ aaked by. ll.repor:t,er why ~ co~cil 
mid m.a.Ie no statements on Jews m the Soviet Uruon. 
'The Jews have been able to look after themselves," he 
uid. "We have to help thoee who do not have peoplt: to 
look after them." .J 

The council's delegates represent 300 Protest.ant 
and Orthodox churches worldwide with 400 million 
members. Critics have accused it of supporting revolu­
tionary movements and of unfairly attac~g Western 
policies while closing i~ eyes to C~mm.Ulllst bloc a~­
tions worthy of criticism. The council respo1;1~ that it 
can say only what its member churches J>E:1:111t 1t to ear; 
American churches can afford to be cnt1cal of therr 
country while Soviet churches cannot. 

As it concluded its 18-day assembly - an event 
held every seven years - the council ove":'hel_mingly 
passed a sweeping denwilcation of U.S. policy m ~~­
tral America. It condemned the United States for "ini­
tiativAr. ,fo.:tigned to de@tAhiHr~ thi: !Jfrerag~en 
government~ redeem the ~ternational image of(?~ 
mala's violent dictatorship, resist the forces ofhistonc 

change in El Salvador and militarize Honduras in order to 
assute a base from which to contain the aspirations of the 
Central American peoples.,. It praised the Marxist govern­
ment of Nicaragua for its "life-affirming achievements." 

In a statement on the nuclear arms race, the council 
called for a, complete halt to the production and deployment 
of nuclear weapons and urged the nuclear powers to renounce 
policies of deterrence, first use of nuclear weapons and the 
contemplation of limited nuclear war. 

The thrust of the Mideast statement, which had the over­
whelming support of the American church delegation, was 
unsympathetic to Israel. It said the Israeli creation of Jewish 
settlements on the West Bank "has resulted in de facto an­
nexation giving final touches to a discriminatory policy of 
development of peoples that flagrantly violates the basic 
rights of the Palestinian peoples." 

The statement supported the rights of"all states, includ­
ing Israel and Arab states, to live in peace with secure and 
recognized boundaries," but it balanced that with sections 
advocating the Palestinians' right to a sovereign state -
language stronger than other international forums that have 
called for Palestinian aµtonomy. The statement urged the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops from "all" tenitories occupied 
during the 1967 Mideast War and implicitly challenged Isra­
el's claim to East Jerusalem by calling it an "occupying pow­
er" in that area. , 

The strength of the council's feelings on the Mideast was 
evident in the handing of one of the amendments. A section 
on Jerusalem called attention to the "plight of indigenous 
~-fos!i:n and Christian communities suffering from the re­
pressive actions of the occupying pow~, m Es.st Jerusalem 
and other occupiecl territories.""'One 'Greek Orthodox dele­
gate moved to strike the language about repressive actions 
and occupying powers and substitute more general language 
about people suffering from the "prevailing tensions." That 
amendment was defeated. _ · 

In a telephone interview from his New York office, Rabbi 
Marc Tanenbaum, who had attended much of the council 
meeting as a Jewish observer, said the statements represent 
an attempt by ~ to blame Israel for the cur­
rent Mideast turmoil 

'1t is clear that this is another illustration of the ongoing, 
continuo\18 and systematic exploitation of the World Council 
of Churches by pro-PLO agencies who use their Christianity 
as a mask by which to manipulate the conscience of the world 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox community in support of 
the extremism of the PLO and its supporters," be said. 



Official explains why 
churches council hasn't 
supported SOViet Jews 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia -
The World Council ol Churches has never 
spoken out for Soviet Jews, becauee "the 
Jews have been fully able to look after 
themselves," the top official of the Chrls­
-tlan group said Wednesday. 
I 

0 We have to help those who do not 
haw people to look after them," General 
Secretary Philip Potter told a small 
poop ol reporters following an afternoon 
·news conference. 
. .Meanwhlle, as expected, the council 
voted to condemn U.S. policy In Central 
America, defeating two efforts by U.S. 
delegates to add references to Soviet tn­
,wtvement In the troubled region. 
j Asked later by The Houston Post to 
,explain his remark concerning the Jews, 
iPotter sald,"They (Jews) have a mas­
'slw world organization." I However, Potter, a Methodist clergy­
·man from the Caribbean nation Domfnl.. 
ca ftrst elected to his post In 1972, said 
the council "follows (the plight of Soviet 
Jews) through direct contact with the 
chnrcbes. '' 
· The ~lutlon on Central America 
"vigorously opposes any type of military 
Intervention by the United States, covert 
or overt, or by any other government." 
' n never mentions Cuba Ol' the Soviet 
Union. however, and praises the leftist 
Nicaraguan government. 

1 The aBSPmbly also urged lta member 
lclmtches .. to end any Involvement with 
;"lnstltutlons economically Involved" ln ':South Africa because ot lnsUtuttonalized 
·racism practiced there. 

'lbe council concluded Its Ukiay Sixth· 
General Assembly, opposing plans to put 
new nuclear weapons ln ~and reaf­
lftrmfng its support ol "a sovereign Pale&­
ltinian state." 

I Tbe three-page statement Oil the Mid­
dle F.aat endorsed .. ll!CUl'e and reco«-

nl1.ed borders (fol') Israel aqd Arab 
,states" and urged "withdrawal <I( Israeli 
·, troops from all territories occupied ln 
'1967." 
I Bishop John Habgood ol the <hlr-!b ol 
England told delegates the statement Is 
"almost totally slanted toward the Pales­
ttnlan cause." But the assembq rejected 
several efforts to change it. . . 

A seven-page statement oa "peace , 
and Justice" labeled productloa, deploy­
ment and use of nuclear weapons ~ 
crime against humanity." 

At the behest ol Third Wond dele­
gates, lt also noted that "Injustice, sys­
tematic violations of h,µman rights, op- ' 
presslon, homelessness (and) ! 
starvation" are a more Immediate threat 
to many. 

The 35-year-old council. wboee D 
Protestant and Orthodox denomlaatlolll 
have more than 400 mllllon members, 
-promotes Christian unity and. the sprfad 
ol the gospel In addition, it makes fre.. 

. quent public statements on human rights 
and actively helps a variety cl. refugee 
groups. 

Critics charge it Is biased against the 
the West, because Its criticisms of the 
United States and Its allies have been 
more frequent and harshet' than those ot 
the &Met Union and its allles or the 
Thtrd World. 

"If there's one thing the World Council 
will never do, it's try to dodge Issues," 
Potter said. But he added, "There are 
many times we have to work quietly ln 
vartoua sttuatlons around the W'CX'ld. 

· 'l'ue9day, delegates rejected a bid for 
stronger crttlctsm ol Soviet troops In Af­
ghanistan after Russian Orthodox Areb­
blshop Kirill ol Leningrad told the assem­
bly lt would present ''a challenge to our 

· 1oya1ty to the ecumenical movement." 
' Asked If Klrill's statement was a 
threat to pull out ol tbe ooancO. Potter 
aald. "What they mean Ill • • • • places 
them In a very dlfflcult posltlcm. .. 
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wee Urges Halt To Afghan Reb~I Arms 

VANCOUVER, B.C. (AP) - The 
World Council of Churches assembly 
passed a resolution Tuesday calling for 
a cutoff of arms to resistance fighters 
in Afghanistan after defeating a call for 
an immediate Soviet withdrawal 

As passed, the resolution calls for the 
"withdrawal of Soviet troops in the con­
text of an overall political settlement, 
including agreement between Afghan­
istan and the USSR." 

Lutheran Bishop Gunnar Listerud of 
the Church of Norway pushed amend­
ments to eliminate the call for a halt to 
U'JDS to resistance fighters and to de­
mand immediate withdrawal of Soviet 
troops. 

But the proposals brought a torrent of 
opposition from Soviet delegates, wlio 
implied the changes could wreck East­
West church relationships. and were de­
feated 278-306. 

Anglican Bishop Alexander Malik of 
Pakistan assailed the tempered state­
ment, declaring. "There is only one 
solution - the unconditional with­
drawal of Soviet troops from Afghan-

istan." 
''The atrocities of the Soviet troops 

are not even mentioned," he _declared. · 
"We are living through a turning 

point in ecumenical life," Russian Or­
thodox Archbishop Kirill of Leningrad 
said. 

He said the proposed change would be 
uinterpreted politically and µsed for 
propagandistic purposes - another p~ 
paganda clap of hands." But he said it 
would' not help the people of Afghan-
istan or char.ige the situation. .. _ .. 
The original document. passed 

479-14i. "seeks w cbange the situation." 
be said. · · 

William Thompson. a U.S. Presby• 
terian leader and head of a drafting 
committee, backed the original com­
promise, saying it was worked out in 
difficult negotiations with church lead­
ers on all sides of the issue. 

He said it supported steps advocated 
by the United Nations secre~ry general 
for resoluUon of the Afghanistan con­
flict. 
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Council of Churches leaders pledge J 
'- ';" .· ... ,,r~ 

discussion of Soviet curbs On religioq 
- . ' . . 

Bv George W. Cornell 
AIIOciilllld Preu 

VANCOUVER. British Columbia - Officials 
of the World Council of Churches have assured 
groups seeking council action against Soviet re­
strictions on religion that the issue will reach 
the floor of the assembly. 

Leaders of the council also maintained this 
w.k, contrary to what some critics contend. 
that the global lllten:hurch body bas been press­
Ing steadily for fuller religious rights in Commu­
nist and other totalltari~n countries. 

"We have not been silent," the Rev. Philip 
Potter, chief administrator of the cQuncfJ, said at 
a news conference. 

Soviet curbs on religious freedom hne been 
at f~ue at this International Christian gathering 
since it convened Jnly 24. Seve ral outside groups 
have pressed for action. 

About 4,000 church people are participating 
111 the assembly, which wlll run through Aug. 10. 

Participants include 900 ()fficial delegates of 
:«JO Protestant, Intern Orthodox, AngUcan, na­
tional Cathollc and Pentecostal denominations 
tottltng about 500 million members in 300 coun­
tries. 

"Beware!" ptOcllU!led a mer from a group 

rounded In West Germany, cb--.1ftat Soviet 
church representatives, under pre!SUre from 
KGB •gents.. plotted to "subvert Western Chris­
tianity" through the assemb_ly. 

Other, more moderate groups, such as the 
Switzerland-based Christian Solidarity Interna• 
tional, have petitioned the assembly to deal 
openly with all religious oppression - ln the the 
.«;oviet Union and elsewhere. 

Counctl officers met wi1'1 liW.ters of the 
group and pledged open procedum for bringing 
such matter.r to the floor. 

One of eight is.5lle categdtffi 'tit'ore the as­
sembly, •jUstlC.e and human dlgJtlty,'• involves 
religiou rigllCS and is betng ~ Jn a se­
quence of group meetings and hcings befor:e 
being 1'1't>Cf8bt to the floor. · 

Potmr .Sllt4 ~Ugion ts "cleatly:~ruilited in an 
atheist; ~Jistic state" wberw tbe eburches 
are able to funetlon '.'but they are not allowed to 
do some kinds or things (that are) normal in 
democratic countries." 

He flllfd the council ts In "con!tant touch 
with churches" in the Soviet Union and that it 
contacts ~mment authorities. "making wha• 
tever appeels we can" to futtber reUli(nJs rights. 

"We tJl'aYltd • nat•lntignlnClbt role tn the re-

cent taet of the Pentecostals." he said, referring 
to the ''Siberian Seven·• in refuge In the U.S. Em­
lJasay la Moscow for four years. The Pentecost$ 
tecfntl.y were allowed to leave the Soviet Union. 

Potter repudiated clatms that ~vi~t 
chru--ches are not genuinely "confessing 
churches," saying that they "are growing and ib. 
creasing participtition" of people, holding wor­
ship, preaching and doing "all they are able to 
do.• " . . . 

!lapff!t Georgi Vins, once tmprisoned in the 
~t Union but allowed to immigrate to tbe 
United States ,in 1979, credited the council for 
llftlptftg tn his' cause, but questioned whether it 
is dutng ~nofsgh for others still in prison in the 
Sovi«Uruon. 

The Research Center for Religion . add 
fltHfIWD Rights in Closed Socteti~. based in New 
Yort. also has urged dealing with the religt90s 
rtgtittttsft. parucutartyconcerning imprisoned 
Russta11 Orthodox priest Oleb Yakunin. 

Archbishop Edward Scott, primate of the A-. 
glfc:an Church of Canada- -and the as,;embly 
moderator, said the council bas been in contaet 
With So\riet churchc~ about Yakunln. , 

"'ney have visited him 1n prison, bfOIIP.l 
blm Holy Communion and been in constaat 
tmrch #lth htm," Scott said. .. •: . . 



~~~tir~~o".;cilp~gins debate· oh h1lntall rights stand 
over a draft statement on- human-rights, day that the current. statement on bu( it would not help much in tlie 1ofti Bf GYant Harden 

Rell&ion Writer i 

VANCOUVER. British Columbia - · 
Leaders o·r the world's Protestant, . 
Orthodox and Anglican churches begin 
thi-ee days of debate today over such 
~es as halting the 

1
threat of nuclear 

w,r and improving h~an rights. . 
;he 850 . delegates attending the Sixth 

Assemblv c,! th~ World r.011n1.:l! "! 
..-:-~ C)lg.rcbes-m~Jl~de by _Wed~~--

lfialast day o1 the 18-<lay conference~ , . 
bOw .. strong a statemenl to make on . 
eipt major' issues on the agenda. . 

Delegates represent a WOl'ldwide ~ 
stlt~ency of, ~00 to 5.00 .million people, 
ln~udin& members,· of the Orthodox -: 
~ in the Soviet ·un1on. 
~ldePable. argument Is expected ··· 

which devotes 19 paragraphs to the tur- human rights' calls into question the run." 
moil in Central Amerjca, castigating · council's-credibility. 
tbe Reagan administration for lts poll- • cies there. ' "Let's face facts,,, Scott said . --it ls , Delegates from . less-developed . . . · nations have said they fear that a PfeOC--

Tbe statement,' by contrast, devotes .-.asler to critiaze tbe ~nited Slates than cupation among European and 'North 
six .paragra~hs ~ criUcisrJ? of the So~~- · some · groups among our memb_e~P- American churches with the problem of 
Union and its ancursion mto Af~ The u.~ can accommodate cnticism nuclear. war will detract from the 
stan. . better. churches' longstandtng commitment to 

Conservative t'ritlcs o! the -World . ._ . ·• · seek justice for the poor and tbo$e who 
Councjl~tend tbat.. . .sucb.- inJbalance---_. -Scott Is serving · as. a delegate ·&net lack full politicill 'rights-. 1 
reflects a leftist bias, as evidenced by moderator of the COUIICll's central com; -: --• - , , · .. '•· · 
the council's silence over violations ~ · mlttee, the- administrative aim of th! "'The next· three days promise to i.· 
religious freedom in Sovltt•bloc coon- ·. global church, body. . . .· . . , . ., the liveliest and in some wavs the~ 
tries. : . . . · . ·, .:\-- . · . f' 1 •· ... t difflcultpait bf the 9i!SSion/ Scot« said. 

The charge-is not lmt on the councll'• · · "We at the wet· ~~ trie· wat ·' "Omsidering the different cult~ tbe 
leaders lnclu.dln& ,Ardlbl)bop F,ctwarct eeoole Uve. not the way we WlfiRl °'• clUferent perspedlves that our ,-sopl1 · 
w. Se1itt, =te ot· the AngUcaD . iheinto"Uve.Uwouldbeeaq=~ have, the. ~ -eaa nevef satisfy· 
Cburcb of . _. Who concedecl sua,. .-« a stri4eftt atatl!lneilt on Af an. everybody." 
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Church confab 
debates stand 
on Afghanistan 

By WES FRENCll 
Rocty Montata News RA!llgloll Editor 

VANCOUVER, B.C. - Assertions that a ~ 
lution backing efforts of the United Nations to 
settle the conflict in Afghanistan was too easy 
on the Soviet Union sparked a heated debate at 
the World Council of Churches assembly here 
Tuesday. 

The resolution passed by a vote of 479-20, but 
there were l 42 abstentions as many delegates 
remained dissatisfied. 

IN THE MOST emotional debate of the 21k· 
week session, several delegates claimed the res­
olution, which barely mentions Russian pres­
ence in the war-torn country, was unbalanced 
compared with a denunciation of United States 
involvement in Central America . 
. The Central America section of the report on 

human rights bas yet to be debated. 
· A· delegate from a church in Pakistan called 
t.he Afghanistan resolution too weak and said if 
it involved a Western country "it would be 
jumped on and denounced iti the sirongest lan­
guage." The Afghanistan resolution, he said, 
"only regrets the fighting" in that counfry and 

· ignores "Soviet aggression, atrocities and use of 
chemicals." 

He asked if the reason was because the Af • 
ghan people are Moslems and therefore "are 
thought not moved by any of this." 

Speakers denouncing the resolution as too 
weak were applauded loudly. 

COMMITfEE CHAIRMAN William Thomp­
SQrt of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States explained that the Afghanistan section of 
the report was a resolution calling for a short. 
focused stat_ement bn an immediate situtioc. 
while the Central America portion was a modi 
longer and detailed statt?inent expressing Com,­
cil policy on human rights. 

The Central America section is 31k pages. 
three paragraphs of which criticize United 
Slat~ military presence or intervention in that 
region. 

The statement "vigorously opposes" overt or 
covert intervention by the United States and 
asks churches in the United States to protest and 
press for "a radical change of U.S. policy in that 
region." 

It also urges churches in other countries to 
ask .their governments to put pressure on the 
United States to "reverse its military policies." 

Delegates from the Russian Orthodox Ctiurtb 
spoke against attempts to get the Afghanistan 
resolution redrafted and said a stronger state­
ment would be used by other countries ''for 
propaganda." 
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8;1lo/r3 
- V\(f)rld c_nurcnes urge end 
otarms to Afghan rebels 
By Richard Lessner defeated 306-278, with 35 abstainting, 
Repu~lic Religion Writer and the resolution passed 479-142. 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia Thompson, who was chairman of 
- The World Council of Churches the committee, said~n an interview it 
assenu>ly passed a resolution Tuesday got as many concessions as possible 
calling for a cutoff of arms .to from the Soviet delegation in draftirc 
resistance fighters in Afghanistan the resolution. 
after defr,ating a call for an immediate Archbishop ~irill of Leningra4, 
Soviet withdrawal. · speaking in Russian, told the! 83& 

The rfsolution calls for the "with- delegates that the vote "is a critkal 
drawal of Soviet troops in the context · momeni in our ecumenical life" and 
of an overall political settlement, that any attemp_t to strengthen the 
including agreement between Afghan- language of th~ resolution ''is a 
istan and the U.S.S.R." challenge to our loyalty to the ecu• 

A vigorous 00-minute floor debate menical movement." 
was waged by members of the Norwe- He said the proposed changes could 
gian,.Frlnch, West German and U.S. be "interpreted politically and used 
deleg~tibns against the Soviet delega• for propagandistic purposes - an• 
tiol} tu either stre~gthen · the mild si~- :other propaganda clap of hands." 
pa~agrap~· resoiut1on or to ~ it · : -Thompson said that Kirill'a eom• 
back.to a committee to be r~1tten. _ :menta were not a threat by the 

PropGSed changes would have elim- 'Russian Orthodox Church to with• 
ina~d the call for a halt to arms to 'draw from the 301-church council but 
~~st.an~ fig~tere an~, demand;d. that attempt& to strengthen the reso­

nnme~1ate withdrawal of Soviet lution could have made the Russians' 
troops. · . . "life difficult" in the Soviet Union. 

The I proposed chang88:, howe~er, Anglican Bishop Alexander Malik 
were. opposed by two h1gh•r~nkmg of the Church of Pakistan criticized 

. R~ian Orthodox prelates as well as ; the tempered statement, tayiDL "If 
_ Wilham Thompson of the Preabyter• this were a Weatern C'OUntry mvolved 

ian Church in the United_States. .- the World Council would have de= 
A :~tion to 9!Dd the ~lution nounced it in the atronpat •possible . 

back to the drafting comnuttee was::. _ language." · . . . . 




