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1000 16th STREET N.W., SUITE LL 50
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

MEMORANDUM
November 1, 1983

IRD Board Members, Advisors and Friends

FROM: Penn Kemble

I'm sending along some things that you may find
interesting.

A page one Wall Street Journal report
on the dispute some church leaders are
conducting with the AFL-CIO, and a letter
on this Ed Robb and I sent to Tom Donahue,
the chief AFL-CIO representative in the
Religion and Labor Conference. While the
sources of this controversy go well beyond
the IRD, we seem to have turned up in the
center of it.

A report on an IRD letter to corporate
offices which appeared in Religious News
Service. Mr. Thorkelson's invocation of
South Africa must have given Joe McCarthy
a chuckle, wherever he may be. Also en-
closed is my letter to Thorkelson, which I
hope was appropriate. Richard Neuhaus's
article for the U.S. Council for Interna-
tional Business sets forward a perspective
on the church - business debate which is
very useful for a coalition group such as
the IRD.

Father Theodore Purcell has given me
his permission to send you correspondence
he had with Timothy Smith of the Inter-

Re R

. ] ot ‘
Smith's letter, written in a familiarly
abusive style, is probably more eloquent
than anything we could devise.

(OVER)

*The members of this board serve as individuals active in their own denominations, not as representatives of the institutions with which they are identified.
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MEMO
TO: IRv Board of Advisors and Friends
FROM: Penn Kemble
RE: Press coverage of the WCC Assembly
DATE: August 25, 1983

I think that, if you have a moment to look over this
sampling of press clips, you may be willing to forgive me for
lcading them on your desk. '

I was, frankly, surprised by the candor of the press
reports on the WCC's political stands. I also think that the
IRD and friends can take some credit for it. The debate we
have been pressing has helped brief the press for these events,
and they know there is an audience for solid information on
church debates about these matters,

I think you will also detect a change in tone on the
reports of Ed Robb's debal with Bishop Armstrong before the
Vancouver meeting of the Religious Newswriters Association. No
longer are we the dubious, "right-wing" upstart that we used to
be-~Ed is treated as the Bishop's equal. No doubt this is in
great part a result of Ed's talent. But it also shows that we
are establishing our position.

I do have scme regrets about the National Journal piece,
I suspect the reporter had a slot all prepared for me--and for
the IRD--before he got here.

I hope you have had a invigorating summer.

(202) 822-8627

*The mer:iz:-s i s poard sefve as individuals active n their own denominations, not as representatives of the institutions with which they are icentified








































































































