Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files

Folder Title: [Livermore Graduation Incident
(School Prayer)]

Box: 12

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/diqgital-library

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/


https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/





































In the town of Livermore, California, three
students at the local high school objected to the
traditional reading of an invocation at the arad-
vation ceremony. Their objection was based on
their claim that the readinag of an invocation
would be a violation of the separation of church

and state.

They took their case throuch the school's
rievance policy, and the school's principal
upheld the invocation, The thrce appealed the
principal's decision to the School Board, where
the invocation was again upheld. They appealed
the decision of the School Board to the Super-
intendent of Schools, who also upheld the invoc-

ation.

The next day, the American Civil Liberties
Union, on behalf of the three students, took the

case to the Alameda County Superior

Court., There,

Judge Raymond Marsh ruled with the ACLU (acainst
the invocation) and issued a preliminary injunct-

ion affectinag the three county high

schools,

The Livermore School District on June 9, 1983,
appealed Judge Marsh's decision to the California
Court of Appeals., The Court of Appeals on that day
upheld the decision acainst the invocation, by
3-2 vote, without comment, The School District
appealed to the California Supreme Court on the

next day (June 10, 1983), which was

the day of the

graduation ceremony, but the Supnreme Court refused
to hear the case. The ceremony was held without the

invocation, and the student who had

originally been

selected to read the invocation read a poem instead,

However, during the ceremony,

a plane flew over

the ceremony, trailing behind it a banner which read:
"God Bless The Graduates". No one has discovered to

date the person responsible for the
one has come forward to take credit

The ACLU has indicated that it
manent injunction concerning future
sct ceremc y invocatior :  tt

banner, and no
for it,

will seek a per-
incidents of
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In the town of Livermore, California, three
students at the local high school objected to the
traditional reading of an invocation at the grad-
uation ceremony. Their objection was based on
their claim that the readina of an invocation
would be a violation of the separation of church
and state.

They took their case through the school's
grievance policy, and the school's principal
upheld the invocation, The three appealed the
principal's decision to the School Board, where
the invocation was again upheld. They appealed
the decision of the School Board to the Super-
intendent of Schools, who also upheld the invoc-
ation.

The next day, the American Civil Liberties
Union, on behalf of the three students, took the
case to the Alameda County Superior Court, There,
Ju jye Raymond Marsh ruled with the ACLU (against
the invocation) and issued a preliminary injunct-
ion affectina the three county high schools.

The Livermore School District on June 9, 1983,
appealed Judge Marsh's decision to the California
Court of Appeals., The Court of Appeals on that day
upheld the decision against the invocation, by a
3-2 vote, without comment. The School District
appealed to the California Supreme Court on the
next day (June 10, 1983), which was the day of the
graduation ceremony, but the Supreme Court refused
to hear the case. The ceremony was held without the
invocation, and the student who had originally been
selected to read the invocation read a poem instead.

However, during the ceremony, a plane flew over
the ceremony, trailing behind it a banner which read:
"God Bless The Graduates". No one has discovered to
date the person responsible for the banner, and no
one has come forward to take credit for it,

The ACLU has indicated that it will seek a per-
manent injunction concerning future incidents of
school ceremony invocations in the fall.









