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Whereas many of our great national leaderss imong
~ Presidents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, and Wilson—
tribute to the surpassing influence of the Bible in
country’s development, as in the words of President .
son that the Bible is ‘“‘the rock on which our Rej

rests’’;

Whereas the history of ¢~ Nation clearly il rates the val
voluntarily applying the teachings of the Scriptures i
lives of individuals, families, and societiés;

Whereas this Nation now faces great challenges that will
this Nation as it has never been tested before; and

Whereas that renewing « r knowledgé of and th in
through Holy Scripture can strengthen us as  nation ¢

people: Now, therefore, be it
1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representat:
of the United States of America in Congress assemb
That the President is authorized and fequested to des 1
1983 as a national ‘“Year of the Bible” in recognition of 1
the formative influence the Bible haé been for our Nat

and our national need to study and apply the teachings of
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Holy Scriptures. v
O

8J 165 IS












































































































"the rock dn which our Republic rests." Today our beloved
America and, indeed, the world is facing a decade of
enormous challenge. As a people we may well be tested as
we have seldom, if ever; been tested before. We will need
resources of spirit even more than resources of technology,
educé ion, and armaments. There couldl! no more fitting
moment than now to turn again with gratitude, humility,
and urgency to the eternal wisdom reve led to us in the
writing that Abraham Lincoln called "the best gift God has
ever given to man. . . But for it we could not know right
from wrong.""

The Congress of the United States, in recognition of
both the formative influence the Bible has been for our
nation and our natiopal need td study and apﬁly the teachings
of the Holy Scriptures, has by Senate Joint Resolution
authorized and réquested the President to designate thev
year 1983 as the "Year of the Bible.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the
United States of America, do hereby proélaim 1983 the Year
of the Bible in the United States. I call upon all citizens,
each in his or her own way, to search this Book of Books f
the wisdom and guidance that over centuries have been a
source of inspiration, strength, and blessing for mankind.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF,-I have hereunto set my hand this

day of +w in the year ¢
our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two

bundred : 3 seventh.
Ronald I agan
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