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arehappy witht et ds. Recently,
theRev Dr William Oddie, Chaplain to
Oxford University’s graduate students
and Fellow of St Cross College, de-
clared, ... easy moral indignation
and strident ca by some church
leaders to abandon nuclear weapons
unilaterally are not only da; rously
naive but can even constitute a rorm of
spiritual escapism.

“By closing their eyes to the suffer-
ing of millions in the Soviet bloc, they
demonstrate a lack of contact with
reality which will make any Christian
contribution towards the practical
problem of genuine disarmament
impossible.”

What unilateralists fail to acknow-
ledge is that peace in Europe over the
past 35 years has been kept only by
the existence of the balance of nuclear
weapons. Despite people’s idealistic
yearning for a Utopian world in which
all can live in happiness and peace,
the sad fact is that throughout history
communities unwilling to defend
themselves have not survived. As
William Inge, a former Dean of St
Paul’s Cathedral, once put it, “There
is not much use in the sheep passing
resolutions in favour of vegetarianism
while there are still wolves who like
mutton.”

But possibly the unilateralists’
most offensive suggestion is that
those who do not support their views
are eitl  indifferent to or in some
way relish the prospect of nuclear
war. Since all sane people share an
equal horror at its very prospect, our
differences can only be over the

best means of avoiding such a war.

Some take the view that those
without nuclear weapons are less
likely to be nuclear targets. But the
recent experience of “nuclear-free”
Sweden has not been encouraging.
A nation that has kept out of Nato
and possesses no nuclear weapons,
it nevertheless last Octo found
a nuclear-armed Soviet submarine
grounded well inside its territorial
waters near its most secret naval base.

A surprise? It shouldn’t have been.
Ever since grabbing power in 1917,
Soviet leaders have proclaimed not
simply their ambition but duty to fight
for the eventual worldwide triumph of
Communism. A clearer example of
these unchanging goals could hardly
have been provided than the 1979
Sov  invasion of Afghanista ol-
lowed by the slaughter of tens of
thousands of men, women and
children.

Few issues have shown the CND
ideologues in truer colours. For as
free world leaders expressed horror
at what was happening, Dr Michael
Pentz, CND national councillor,
castigated President Carter and Mrs
Thatcher for “reviving the cold war
by cynically exploiting the Afghanis-
tan crisis.” A CND pamphlet written
by Communist Party member Betty
England explained that the invasion

low termed “intervention
may well have been caused “partly by
the Soviet Union’s fear of growing
encirclement.”

The key question that I believe all
unilateralists must face is this: would








