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STRATEGIC FORCES

The prime objective of US strategic forces and sup-
porting C? is deterrence of Soviet nuclear attack on the
US and its allies. Deterrence depends on the assured
capability and manifest will to inflict damage on the So-
viet Union disproportionate to any goals that rational
Soviet leaders might hope to achieve. Any US strategic
retaliation must be controlled by and 1  ronsive to the
NCA, tailored to the nature of the Soviet attack, focus-

ed on Soviet values, and inevitably effective. Assured
strategic C? connectivity across the spectrum of conflict
is essential for NCA control of US strategic forces.

Strategic Offensive Forces

US strategic offensive forces consist of a TRIAD of
ICBMs, SLBMs, and intercontinental manned bombers
equipped with gravity weapons and air-launched mis-
siles. The TRIAD of mutually supporting systems pro-
vides a mix of force characteristics for appropriate
response to a number of possible Soviet attacks, com-
plicates Soviet attack and defense planning, and insures
the effectiveness of a US nuclear response.

Soviet intercontinental nuclear forces also consist of
ICBMs, SLBMs, and manned bombers, but the Soviets
currently place greatest emphasis on ICBMs. The Sovi-
ets have steadily increased the capability of these forces
until they now exceed US forces in several measures of
capability {Chart 1l-7 depicts the trends in numbers of

become increasingly uncertain.
Sources of Deterrent Uncertainty

The increased uncertainty in the effectiveness of the
US strategic deterrent has resulted from Soviet stra-
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1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

U.S. begins U-2 reconnaissance flights over Soviet territory to
collect intelligence on Soviet military preparations.
®

Soviets conduct first full-range ICBM test, August.

Soviets launch first man-made satellite, Sputnik, Octob: . U.S.
leaders shocked.

U.S. begins several major strategic programs to "catch-up'" with
Soviets.,

U.S. conducts first test of Atlas, ICBM.

U.S. intermediate-range missiles (1,500-mile-range Thor and
Jupiter) first deployed in U.K., Italy, and Turkey.

U.S. Gaither Committee warns of a possible "missile gap."

Antarctic Treaty establishing continent as a weapons-fr¢ zone
signed, December.

Soviets deploy first SS-4 medium-range missiles aimed at
European targets.

U.S. U-2 reconnaissance plane shot down over Soviet Union, May.
U.S. Titan heavy ICBMs become operational.

U.S. launches first Polaris missile from submerged submarine,
July; later U.S.S. George Washington becomes first operational
ballistic-missile submarine.

U.S. launches first reconnaissance satellite.

France detonates atomic bomb, becomes fourth member of nuclear
club.

U.S. proposes multilateral nuclear force for NATO.

U.S. begins major expansion of nuclear and conventional forces.
U.S. bombers put on constant airborne alert.

U.S. cancels B~70 bomher nroeram. Soviets have tn fionre nut
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