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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

My dear Mr; President: 

June 9, 1983 

I am writing to ask your personal intervention in 
a matter of serious consequence to our nation's children: 
the operation of a highly pornographic telephone recording 
system known popularly as "dial-a-porn." 

High Society, a hard-core smut magazine operates a 
phone number in New York City, (212) 976-2727, offering a 
recorded pornographic message. The phone system can handle 
as many as 56,000 calls per minute. A local surcharge 
results in revenue of $25,000 per day for New York Telephone 
Company and $10,000 daily for the magazine, more than it 
makes off its publishing operations. 

I have received reports of children as young as ten 
years old who were given the number at school and called 
it repeatedly. This has occurred not only in the New York 
area, but in Utah, Kentucky, Florida, North Carolina, 
Virginia, Maryland and Washington, D. C. The messages, which 
are as graphic· and objectionable as anything I have ever 
heard, are changed twice daily (see attached transcripts). 
Not only do parents have to deal with a threat to their pre­
adolescent children's psychological development, but $100-
plus long distance charges are a substantial financial burden. 

These kind of messages in interstate phone calls are 
illegal under both Section 223 of the Communications Act and 
the phone company's tariff to provide reasonable service. 
The "service" began early this year. A suit filed in the 
Eastern District of New York was dismissed because the 
plaintiff, Suffolk County, New York, had not exhausted its 
administrative remedies. On March 17 the County filed a 
petition with the FCC, and I filed collDllents in support of 
that petition. I also wrote to the U. S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Virginia making a formal complaint. In 
May over 50 Members of Congress wrote to the FCC asking them 
to take action against this service, but on May 16 the FCC 
refused to act, claiming that the Justice Department was 
the proper agency to handle the complaints. 
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The President . 2. June 9, 1983 

On May 24 I met with FCC Chairman Fowler who persisted 
in his refusal to act. I also found that even though the 
FCC never intended to do anything about the complaint, they 
did not contact the Department of Justice until nearly two 
months after they received a complaint. On May 24, Chairman 
Fowler and the FCC General Counsel assured me that the 
Department of Justice was prepared to file suit against the 
service. As of June 7, however, the Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General for the Civil Division informed me that 
they believed that the FCC was the proper agency to act, and 
that the Department of Justice still had not decided whether 
to file a suit. 

After over five months, the government has gotten exactly 
nowhere. 

While the government prevaricates the smut peddlers 
thrive, and try to grow. Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone 
tells me that they have received similar requests for phone 
numbers in Washington, D. C., and Richmond, Virginia. If the 
government does not establish a policy against this kind of 
obscenity, phone companies may soon be required to allow 
such services in other areas as well. 

I am aware of your recent meeting with the anti-pornography 
coalition, and of the concern you have often expressed for 
the moral character of our nation and its children. In light 
of the incredible delay and buck-passing on the part of the 
federal bureaucracy, I most urgently request that you take a 
personal role in forcing the federal government to take 
immediate action against this growing plague. 

Respectfully yours, 
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TRANSCRIP•r •OF TAPE RECORDING, 976-2727 

February 17, 1983 

Ohl Ohl Hil It's Crystal from Live Magazine and I'm afraid 

you've caught me doing something very nasty. Look on page 28 

and you'll see what I mean. I'm naked, how about you? If I 

lean over like this, can you fill my order. Oh, oh, ooh, oh, 

it• s hard, oh, oh, oh, that's nice, oh, oh. Hehl Not 80 

rough. Oh , oh, .- oh, oh, oh I Ohl Ohl Oh, oh, thanks. 

You're not bad at all. Can you get it up again. Um, Um, um, 

um, um - Uh oh, time' a up. 

swallow your load. 

.. 

Call back after 3 and ·1 • 11 
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TRI\NSCRIP'r OP 'l'APE RECOROit1G, 976-2727 
• 

February 23, 1983 

9:47 AM 

Hi. I'm Jessica. My friend is (inaudible). You can take a 

long, hard look at us on page 86 of Live•• April issue. I'm 

lying here naked _and waiting for you to spread me open. Ooh, 

you're getting so hard. Ooh, I want you in my mouth while I 

touch myself. Mmm, mm, mmm, mmmm, mmmmm, oh, you ' re so 

thick, I can barely get my mouth around you. Mm, ohm, ohm, 

oh, I want you pouring juices down my throat. Mm, mm, mm, 

mm, that• s it. Mm, mmm, oh, hold the back of my head. Oh, 

push it. Mm, mm, mm, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh. Oh. Oh. Oh. So 

much juice and it tasted 80 good. Oh, I hope you call hack 

real soon. 

·"' 
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Oh. Yes. 

TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE RECORDING, 916-2727 

February 24, 1983 

9: 52 AM 

Back so soon? You've really got staying power. 

I'm Cindy from page 80 on Live magazine ,nd I promise to let 

you cream all over my cheat. Mm, oh, yes, I know they're big 

and they• re real soft, too. Feel them. Mm, oh, aure. You 

can put it between them and rub it good. Oh, I'll hold them 

together and make it real tight and · you can rub in and out. 

Ooh, yea. Oh, oh, in and out. ooh, yea. Oh, that really 

gets baby. OOh, Oohl Yea. Oh, it 
. me, yea. gets me 80 

good. Mm, ~. oh, oh, yea. Oh, yesl Oh,. oh, yea. Oh, oh, 

oh. Ohl Ohl Oh, God, you got it all over my chin. Come 

tomorrow and my friends and I will lick you dry • 

..• 

' 
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TRI\NSCRIP·r Of' TAPe ReCORDING, 976-2727 

February 26, 1983 

9:23 AM 

Hee, heo, hee. Hi. Thia ia Judith. And I'm Lisa. There are 

more of us girls on page 4 of the April i••~e of Live. tie 

usually fight over men, but today we're getting along tine. 

In fact, I brought along a toothbrush. (Buzzzzzzzzzzz.) 

Oh, great. Oh, oh, oh, stick it in. Oh, oh, oh, that's 

good. (TWO GIRLS ARE NOW TALKING): Mm, nun, . mm, oh, oh, 

faster, oh, oh, oh, that's it. Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, it won't 

go much deeper. Oh, oh, that• s it. Oh, oh. Oh, oh, oh. 

Ohl Oh! Ohl Oh, oh. Ohl Now it happened. Ohl It's 

shocking! Oh. Oh • 

.. 

, 
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TRANSCRIP_:I' OF •rAPt: RECOHDING, 976-2727 

February 28, 1983 

9:27 AM 

Hi. I'm Catherine. You can see me on page 36 of High 

Society'.s April issue. I'm so 9lad you called. · ·· I'm so hot 

for you, I need you. Oh, ( inaudible) hard ( inaudible) 11111. 

(Inaudible) I (inaudible) do this all the time. (inaudible) 

down my throat. Oh, oh. oh. Mm, good. (inaudible) Give 

it to me • Oh , -oh, oh, oh • Mmm, mmm, mm. Oh, · oh, oh, mm. 

(inaudible) delicious breakfast (inaudible) today is.over. 

Call me back, (inaudible) I'll be waiting. 

. .. 
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TRANSCRI~r OF TAPE R~COROING, 976-2727 

March l, 1983 

9:33 AM 

Uel lo. tt' s Laurie again. 

High Society's April centerfold. There's a 

lucious of me. So, pull it out and spread me -------
wide open. Ooh, it' s so big. Push your hot (inaudible) 

around my (inaudible) again and rub it on my lips. Oh. Ooh. 

Now let me take a taste. Mm, mm. (inaudible) try 

(inaudible) my breast, my tummy. Oh, oh, yes. Now put it 

in. Oh, oh, harder. Oh, oh, mm, oh. Oh. Ohl Oh~ Oh. 

Oh • Let me take it out. (inaudible) So, call back soon, it 

might still fit. 

.· 
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TRANSCRIP-r OF TAPE RECORDING, 976-2727 

Harch 2, 1983 

10:02 AH 

Oh. Hi. I 1 m Sharon. You can see how wet I am on page 30 of 

High Society•s April issue. ,Just thinking' of you looking at 

me stark naked makes ine so hot. Oh, I can• t reach my own 

pink lips, but how. would y9u like me to run my tongue up and 

down your body .• Mmm. I love to give you a tongue bath. 

Mmm. Please let me. Mmm, ahhh. Please, I want ·you so much. 

Let me start with your neck and I'll slide my tongue straight 

down your spine. Mmm. I want to lick you clean. Ahh. Let 

me circle my tongue around those .soft things. Ahh, mmm, ah~ 

Ahh, Ahh. OOh. Call back soon so I can give :you another 

nice warm bath. 

.·• 
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Ohl 

TR/\NSCIUP'r OF TAP£ RECORDING, 976-2727 

March 3, 19A3 

9: 14 AM 

Oh, hi, it's Sharon from High Society Magazine. I'm 

af rai<i you've caught me doing something very bad. Look on 

page 30 aJd you' 11 see what I mean. I'm naked, how about 

you? If I lean over like this, can you fill my order. Mm. 

Oh. Ooh, it's hard. Oh, oh. Oooh, ohoh, ohoh, hey, not so 

rough. Oh, oh. · Ohohl You're not bad at all. Can you get 

it up again? 

Oh. Ohoh. 

Mm, mm, oh, (inaudible). Mmmm, ohoh, ohoh. 

I would love you to call again and I'll swallow 

: . your load. Mmm. 

.•· 

-·' 



. . . 

TRANSCRIPT OF TAPE llt::COROING, 976-2727 -
March 4, 1983 

10:17 AM 

Hello you miserable worm. This is Mistreea Sharon from page 

34 of High Society. I knew you would call. · You just can• t 

get enough, can you. Take that rod out of your pants and 

make it hard for me. That's it. Your whole body is there to 

give me pleasure. Ahh, ohh, yes. Let me hear your tongue, I 

want to hear that tongue. Ohh, yea, my lips are wide open 

and I'm soaking wet. You• re my slave. You• re a slave. to my 

body • Ahh, ohh, ahh, ohh, ahh, ohh, ahh, obh. Ah, ohh. 

Ohhhhhhhhhhhhhl That· was a good piece of dirt. Now call 

later and speak to one of my horny girlfriends • 

..• 

.-



Wednesday's 
People 

Joseph P. Allen likes 
being back home in 
Indiana but says he'd 
rather be back in space. 

Allen, who new aboard 
, the shuttle Columbia in 

· , November, was in 
'. ~ Greencastle Ind. , this 
· week for "Joe Allen Day" 

and was given a Jrass key 
to the city. 

Joseph Allen 

Improvement plus 

The 4S-year-old astro­
naut to ld grac'e school 
students and faculty and 
fellow alumni from 
OePauw University, "l 
would love to go back 
(into space). Whether I do 
or not is a different 
question ." 

Tonya Roberts, the last of "Charlie's Angels" and 
the heroic slave girl Kiri in "The Beast master," has 
found success playing beautiful women of action . But 
she wasn't beautiful as a schoolgirl, she told 
Genesis magazine. 

" I was very funny-looking and awkward . I was 
never the beautirul wirl in the class. I was a real 
tomboy, wore my hair in a ponytail, and looked a 
bloody mess. I started taking care or my appearance 
when I discovered men, but I did n't lose my 
gawkiness complete ly until I was 19." 

Orders from top 
Queen Eliiabeth II has 

told Pr ince Andrew "to 
scrap his plan$ to wed" 
actress Koo Stark. the 
Sun of London newspaper 
reported Monday. The 
paper claims the queen 
intervened 10 prevent the 
26-year-old Stark from 
staying with the 22-year­
old prince at the royal 
family's Sandringham 
estate in Norfolk last 
weekend. 

The queen "st ronKIY 
believes that ... KtJo docs 

~i~~i~~~·t•ht~ i~;~~~s Queen Elizabeth 
Andrew 's wife, the 
Sun reported. The prince is third in line to 
the British throne after his brother, Prince Charles , 
ctnd his nephew, Prince William. 

Prince Andrew and Sta rk . an American-born 
actress in erotic films, went on a highly-publicized 
eight-day Caribbean vacation after the prince 
returned from duty with the Royal Navy in the 
Falklands Islands war. The prince Is to rejoin his 
ship, the HMS Invinci ble this week, to take part in 
cxcrci:.t•:. in r.he Atlantic and the Caribbean. 

mi,c ~ -iw~ington tilncG WEDNESDAY, FEB RUA RY 2. 1983, PACE Jc 
- --- iiiii- --

Redskins assistant Roundtable founder 
1Dan Henning to take explains support 
· reins in Atlanta / 1B for Israel / 3C j 

Religion mobilizes against pornography 

Edward E. McAteer discusses The 
Roundtable and the goals of the pollti· 
cally active religious group. 

Edward E. Mc:Ateer is founder and 
president of The Roundtable, a politi­
cally active religious group ba8ed in 
Memphis, 'Jenn. Mc:Ateer has been 
highly successful in organizing coali­
tions between various religious groups 
to support conse,vative issues such as 
.the right to life, prayer in schools and 
a nti-obscenity legisla tion. His group, 
founded in 1976, emerged a.s a strong 
component of the "new right" that 
gained prominence during the 1980 
presidential campaign. 

Mc:Ateer is here today for a prayer 
brealifast at the Shoreham Hotel in 
support of Israel , co-sponsored by The 
Roundaable and the Amencan Forum 
for Jewish and Christian Cooperation. 
Speakers will include evangeli.3ts 
Billy Graham and Jerry Falwell . 

I.Ast week in Memphis, The Round• 
table kicked off a national campaign 
to halt pornography, organized in con• 
junction with the New York-based 
Morality in Media. The campaign 
urges passage of state legislation that 
will regulate pornographic material 
on cable television, and it will hit 13 
cities over the nextfou.r months. It 
also aims to gain presidential support 
fo r stronger enforcement of existing 
federal anti-pornography law.s. 

Q: Why Is The Roundtable coming 
out in suppon of Is rael now, when 
Israel's reputation Is eroding since its 
altack on Lebanon? 

A: Because I'm an unequivocal. 
Bible-believing scriptural Christian. 1 
believe that basica ll y the Bible pro­
jects two th ings: in the Old Testament 
a nation, Israel. And in the New Testa• 
ment the man who came from that 
nation, Jesus Christ. I have no prob­
lem seeing that God has some cov• 
enant relationships wit h Israel that 
are unconditional. 
. Support for Israel worldwide has 
been declining. But we have a man­
date from God based on scripture to 
be Israel's friend . God has blessed the 
nations who suppar t ISrael. God told 
Abraham, " I'll bless them that bless 
thee and curse them that curse thee." 
Russia is an e>Cample of that , and 
Mussolini and Hitler. I firmly believe 
there cou ld not be a more tragic mis• 
take that America could make than to 
turn its back on Israel . I feel we 
should defend that view even in the 
race or not understanding, even being 
opp0sed to some or the things they do. 

Q: Hasn't there been some contra• 
versy among evangelicals concerning 
this view of Israel? · 

A: I was at the Southern Baptist 
Convention last June, where the head 
of the foreign missions department 
was trying to bring up a resolution 
that would protect missionaries In 
Moslem countries at the expense of 
an anti-Israel wording. 

I stood right beside him as he was 
makina that proposal, and I said, "If 
we think that Bailey Smith's quote 
that God doesn't hear the prayers of 
Jews was dramatic, it was a fire­
cracker compared to an atom bomb 
compared to this convention adoptir1g 
a resolution like that." They did not 
adopt that resolution. 

Q: From the Jewish point or view, la 
the motlvarlon for cooperatln1 with 
evan1ellcal Christians primarily the• 
oloalcal, or ls It political? 

A: The Jewish people desi re to have 
·the Christian community in America 
support Israel, and better understand 
Its position In the Middle East. They 
have been very disappainted and dis­
illusioned with the National Council 
of Churches and their stance in 
Africa and the Middle East. As a con­
sequence, Jewish leaders have come 
to me and asked what can th ey do to 

·,. 
', 

"Our goal is to draw attention to the problem of 
pornography, most of all to encourage Presulent 
Reagan to push for active enforcement of federal 
laws against the distribution of obscene 
material." 

develop better relations with sc rip· 
tural Christians. 
Q: Are there any Jewish groups that 
oppose you? 

A: The Anti-Deramation League 
used to oppose us before we began 
this dialogue. That was three years 
ago. Now rhr.rc is nn voice rcallv 
against Us, although the liberal Jew is 
not as close as the Orthodox J ew is in 
shifring our moral values . 

Q: Are Jewish leade rs su pporting 
you on issues such as abortion and 
obscenity? 

A: Yes. Rabbi Raphael Grossman, 
who is on the steering committet: ror 
our present campaign against fmmo­
rality in Memphis, is the leading 
rabbi in a three-state area. 

Q: Let's talk about the a nti• 
pornography campaign you are initi• 
atlng. What exac tly are your goa ls? 

A: Our goa l is to draw attention to 
the problem of pornography, most of 
all to encourage President Reagan to 
push for active enforcement of fed• 
era! laws against 1he distribution or 
obscene material. Laws prohibitinK 
distribution through the mails or 
across state lines arc being ignored in 
many areas. 

Secondly, we hope to encouraKC 
state legislatures to pass laws 
restricting po rnographic material on 
cable TV. This is an area virtuallv 
unregulated by Federal Commun.ica• 
tions Commission controls, and we 

think it's up to the s tates to do some• 
thing about it . 

Q: How did you assess the success 
of your kickoff campaign banquet last 
Thursday in Memphis? 

A: It was a fabulous success. We 
had aroqnd 1,600 people; we orig• 
inally planned ror 1,000. We had scv• 
era! state legislators. inc luding the 
one who introduced our bill in to the 
state legislature. We had leadinl' 
clergy: the past president of the 
National Southern Baptist Conv~nrion. 
Adrian Rogers; Monsignor Paul 
Clunan, from the leading Catholic 
church in the area: Dr. Mildred Jef­
ferson, former president of the 
National Right to Life. and the loca l 
people from that organization. It was 
a st rong coalition, and the enthus iasm 
was great. 

Q: What is the passibllity of repeat­
Ing this kind of success outside of 
Memphis? 

A: Very good, for this reason. Our 
people are absolutely enthusiastic. 
The Pennsylvania delegation is 
chomping at the bit. Los Angeles is 
pressing me for a decision on a ban­
quet there. We have SO state organiza­
tions, and we've got the format for the 
program, some tailor-made things so 
that the other cities won't have to 
start from square one, where we did. 
I am a marketing/advertising man­
ager, and I'm applying the principles I 

"Also, when pornography is available for o'r 
involving children, it is not adequate to say it is 
by their own choice. We have a responsibility to 
protect our children." 

learned in 28 years as marketing 
executive witti a SS billion company. 

Q: How do you evaluate the presl• 
dent's posi tion on the pornography 
issue? 

A: I believe he could exert more 
influence. I feel that, as on the abortion 
issue and prayer in school, the presi­
dent as an Individual is r ight there 
where we are on these things. But I feel 
that instead of the pressure coming 
from the grassroots up to him, he could 
start putting pressure on the Justice 
Department and the law-enforcement 
agencies, and have the grassroots 
respand to the president. 

Q: How do you respond to t hose who 
say no one group has the right to legls· 
late morality? 

A: First of all, it is not one group 
doing it. We're ta lking about Rabbi 
Grossman and Monsignor CIUnan and 
Adrian Rogers; it's a broad base of 
people. 

Secondly, there is nothing legislated 
that doesn't• have a moral base. The 
basis of all law is morality. The Ameri­
can judicial system is based on 18th­
century British law, written by 
Blackstone, whose legal opinions were 
based on the Ten -Commandments. The 
American judicial system has a moral 
base. lf you can't legislate morali ty, 
what can you legislate? Murder, rape, 
robbery - these are moral issues. So 
Is taxing. 

Q: Many people feel that pornocra­
phy affec1s only a small percentace of 
the population, and lhat It's by their 
own choice. 

A: Again, that's not true. It 's a S6 
billion business among 6 percent of the 
world's population, the United States. 
That in itself gives the lie to the idea 
that it's affecting just a small percent 
or the population. It's S6 billion worth 
of merchandise . I was marketing direc­
tor fo r Colgate-Pafmolive and we had a 
SS billion business, as a worldwide 
corporation. We're talking about some­
thing bigger. 

Also, when pornog raphy is available 
for or involving children, it is not ade­
quate to say it is by their own choice. 
We have a responsibili ty to protect our 
children. 

Q: Jn 1980 the reli gious right exerted 
considerable Influence at e lection 
time, an influence which was not 
apparent in the 1982 election. What 
happened, and do you think t here will 
be a resurgence of the religious richt's 
Influence in 1983 and 1984? 

A: Yes, I do. The interest is definitely 
still out there, no question about that. 
But it has to be surfaced and developed. 
Tile perception, the desire, the longing 
to do something is still there, to change 
something. I believe that complacency 
among church people resulted in gains 
by liberals who take a pasition against 
the moral issues. 

Afte r 1980 the religious right 
thoug ht , well, we've got a president. 
The perception was, we've done the 
job. But a lot of the people and pro• 
grams were still in place. Even though 
the economy is imporumt, because 
self-preservation is a strong human 
instinct, what we really need is a firm 
moral pasition from the leadership. 
Our job is to articulate that, and to offer 
a phm on how to do something. 

Clarification 
The interview with Ar1entine 

Ambassador Lucio Garcia del Solar 
carried on this page in yesterday's 
editions of The Washington Times was 
reprinted from the ''Argentine Report," ~ . 
published by Southern Cone Publish• . · 
ing and Advisory Services Jnc. · 
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Morton Blackwell 

Pornography: Once More 
into ilie Trenches 
A new campaign kicks off in Memphis. 
Larry Parr ish of Memphis, Tennessee, 
dedicated most of his time as U.S. 
attorney to prosecuting violators of fed­
era l pornography laws. From 1972 to 
1976, he prosecuted 60 defendants. Be­
cause of the connection between or­
ganized crime and pornography , and 
because of the shady busine s dealings 
of many of the peddlers , the FBI and the 
IRS joined in . Befo re it was over, Parrish 
and his staff had compiled nearly 20,000 
pages of evidence. 

But his steadfastness went largely for 
naught. Though 59 of the 60 he prose­
cuted were convicted , Parrish was 
crushed by the light sentences they re­
ceived. One of the prime movers of the 
film Deep Throat, for example , who was 
also involved in orga nized crime, was 
sen tenced by a federal judge to nine 
months in rrison and a $ 15,000 fin e. 
Most of the other sentences were 
similar-the longest jail term was o nly 
18 months. 

It was Parrish's growing awareness o f 
the government' s message on the por­
nography issue-which , he says is, " We 

MARCH 4. 1983 

don ' t care"-that led to his resignation 
in 1977. But today , the Religious 
Roundtable, a conservative organiza­
tion with chapters in all 50 states, and 
the New York City-based Morality in 
Medi a (MIM) , are trumpeting a diffe rent 
message. They be lieve people are con­
cerned about America's pornography 
plague. They are trying to take that 
message to the president of the United 
States. 

Late in January , the two groups co­
sponsored a banquet in Memphis to 
kick off a national campaign against 
pornography. The master of ceremonies 
was the Roundtab le's effervescent pres­
ident, Edward McAteer, a staunch 
Southern Baptist. McAteer , perhaps 
more than any other r e rson, is responsi ­
ble for the marriage be tween politics 
and the Religious Right. He has been to 
the White House on various occasions 
to mee t with top Reagan administrat ion 
fi gures on the pornography issue. 

The main speaker in Memphis was 
MtM' s president, Morton Hill , a Jesuit 
pri est who has bee n crusading against 

Morton Hill 

pornography for more than 20 years. 
Like McAteer, Hill is no stranger to the 
White House. He was appointed by 
Lyndon Johnson to the Presidential 
Commission on Obscenity and Pornog­
raphy, and he coauthored its Hill-Link 
Report , which was cited several times 
by the U .S. Supreme Court in its land­
mark obsce!l1ty decisions of 1973, in 
which the court held that obscenity is 
not protected by the First Amendment. 

Other key speakers at the Memphis 

Ed McAteer 

banquet were presidential liaison officer 
Morton Blackwell, Michiga n Congress­
man Mark Si ljander, and Adrian Rodg­
ers, who is McAteer's pastor and is 
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former president of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. An overflow crowd of 
more than 1,500 attended. 

Hi ll believes enough federa l laws pro­
hibiting the mai ling, importation , and 
broadcasting of obscene matte r are a l-

Larry Parrish 

ready in place. He claims that if these 
laws were enforced, the pornography 
epidemic in America would subside in 
less than two years. 

In fiscal year 1981 , for example, the 

Craigie has pro­
duced a highly 
readable hand­
book .... I am happy 
fo recommend it 

Department of Justice repo rted o nly 18 
conv ictions. An MIM report points out 
that the form lette r used by the depart­
ment to respond to inquiries into por­
nography is th e same le tte r used by the 
Ca rte r adm inistration and that it uses 
" the same bureaucrati c gibbe rish to 
slough o ff complaints." The president 
of the Minnesota chapter o f MIM was 
informed by the Justice Department 
that it will only respo nd to chi ld pornog­
raphy complaints. William Ke lly, a re­
tired FBI obscenity investigator , says 
there is only one FBI age nt in the coun­
try working obscenity cases fu ll -time . 

" Pornography is the easiest of a ll 
society's problems to solve," Hill says. 
" And it's up to the President to solve it. 
We want him to say pub licly that the 
enforcement of existing laws is a matte r 
of prime concern. " 

According to fo rmer U.S . Attorney 
Parrish , now a Memphis lawye r, the 
Nixon administration was committed to 
the enforce ment of obscenity laws. Par­
rish says the commitme nt waned duri ng 
the Ford and Carte r years because of 
the appointme nts of libera ls to key posi­
t ions, especially to the .post o f atto rney 

,nandments in 

ge ne ral. Of curre nt Atto rney General 
Will iam French Smith , Parri h says. 
" Howeve r nice a guy he is , he is not 
competent for the job. He has no crimi­
nal flaw] training and the country-club 
socia l se tting he co mes fro m . hie lds him 
from public opinion." 

Hi ll be lieves a la rge pa rt of the prob­
lem lies with pres identia l a ides James 
Bake r and Michae l Deaver, especia lly 
Deave r, who , Hill say , ha "sworn an 
oath to keep ' right-wing extremists' 
away from the President. " 

Hi ll was encouraged afte r he and 
seve ral othe r , including Jerry Fa lwe ll , 
met with top administration officia ls last 
Ju ly. But according to Hill , litt le result­
ed from that meeting, and he ha not 
tried to hide his growing disenchant­
ment. At the Memphis banquet , where 
dissonance was not in vogue , Hill , 
nevertheless, cha llenged the accuracy 
of a statement de live red by the presi­
dential liaison officer Blackwell. Black­
well sa id there had been an inte rnal 
Justice Department memorandum sent , 
urging stronge r e nfo rcement of po rnog­
raphy laws . Hill mainta ined tha t, de­
spite Blackwell 's remark , the mes. age 
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is not getting to those who need to hear 
it. He cited the U.S . Postal Service, the 
U.S. Customs Agency , and the FBI. All 
of them, Hill said , have authority to 
report or to arrest vio lators . 

Part of the new antipornography 
campaign focuses on legislation to halt 
the spread of pornography via cable 
telev ision . In 1980, the Federal Com­
munications Commission decided that 
cablecasting was not broadcasting and is 
therefore out of its jurisdiction. Thus , 
cable television is nearly unregulated. 

Tennessee state legislator Chris Turn­
er is now trying to push through legisla­
tion to make it a crime in his state for a 
cable television system to " knowingly 
distribute . . . any indecent material. " 
(This includes "distribution" over the 
airwaves.) Hill believes it would be 
much faster for, someone like Michigan 
Congressman Siljander to work at plac­
ing cable television under the federal 
umbrella, rather than state by state. 

When Si ljander stepped behind the 
mike in Memphis, he proclaimed, 'Tm 
all charged up and ready to go." But 
after the banquet he told reporters that 
he was " not in any crusades" and that 

Rep. Mark Siljander 

he had no plans to introduce anti­
pornography legis lation. 

Most of those who turned out in 
Memphis opposed pornography on 
moral grounds. They say organized 
crime takes well over half the estimated 
$7 bi llion a year that the industry gene­
rates. They maintain that pornography 
is demeaning- former national Right to 
Life president , Mildred Faye Jefferson , 
beli eves that pornography , like abor­
tion , is " part of a total movement to 
destroy the sanctity of life found in the 
Judeo-Christian ethic ." 

Those who oppose pornography leg­
islation argue that, while pornography 
may be morally wrong, to restrict an 
activity that does not willfully impinge 
on another's freedom would set a dan­
gerous precedent. The antipornography 
camp responds that porngraphy is hurt­
ing society. Yet, if all the activities 
deemed "bad" for society were out­
lawed , then smoking, drinking , violent 
movies, perhaps even football , would 
have to go. And who will decide? 

Because indecency is a matter of in­
terpretation, the legal strategy of the 
antipornography campaign subscribes 
to the "community standards" defini­
tion , upheld by the Supreme Court in 
1978. It means that citizens in a local 
community decide for themselves what 
is indecent and what is not. The law 
works when it is applied by committed 
citizens and prosecutors (cr, Jan. 1, 
1982, p. 53) . Thomas Shipmon, a prom­
inent Memphis dentist, summarized a 
fear that underlies the antipornography 
activity. " You begin to wonder ," Ship­
mon said , " if we even have the right to 
govern ou rselvcs." 

RANDY FRAME in Memphis 

\ 
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Playboy is now moving full steam ahead into cable. They're also 
moving directly into a new challenge: how do you keep the look 
of a highly successful and familiar magazine when you switch to a 
video format? 

.. , ~-,:~ 
::.:-.•.-: 

: ·,: .. ~-· ... . -~ . 

Playboy Enter­
prises Inc., with a 
cash surplus of $32 
million as a result of 
the sale of a number 
of divisions including 
casinos, is gambling 
on cable, satellite and 
·home television for 
the company's future 
success. "Our first 
task is to complete 
the transition of 
Playboy from a 
broadly based cor­
poration to a clearly focused communica-

. tions company," recently appointed 
Playboy president Christie Hefner 
reported this past spring. Hefner views 
Playboy's "timely entrance into the 
lucrative pay cable business" as one way in 
fiscal 1983 to maintain a strong balance 
sheet position and to achieve significant 
profits. According to Hefner, "Through 
our partnership with Cablevision, Cox 
Cable Communications, Inc. and Daniels 
& Associates (Rainbow Programming Ser­
vices) we have already signed up over 
800,000 viewers on both cable and over-

by Carl Levine 

the-air pay television for Escapade/ 
Playboy." Such numbers have proved en­
couraging to Playboy executives. 

On November 19th the Escapade/Play­
boy pay cable network which premiered in 
January of l 982 will be rechristened, The 
Playboy Channel. When the transition 
from Escapade/Playboy to Playboy is 
made this month, the divorce will be in 
name only. The financial joint venture 
established in August of 1981 between 
Playboy Programs, Inc . and Rainbow 

Programming Ser­
vices of Woodbury, 
NY will continue. 
Rainbow is owned by 
cable systems oper­
ators Cablevision of 
Long Island, NY, 
Cox Cable Commun­
ications of tlanta 
and Daniels Assoc­
iates of Denver. The 
Escapade pay TV 
programming ser­
vices were launched 
in September 1980by 

Rainbow via Comstar D-2, Transponder 
#4-V. 

Escapade/Playboy is a premium pay 
cable TV channel operating 10 hours nightly 
retailing for $5.95 to $9.95. The R-rated sta­
tion is transmitted by the Satcom IV, Trans­
ponder #7 . Escapade/Playboy's program­
ming basically consists of R-rated movies, 
some of which are "Playboy Movie/Special 
Presentations" and humorous sexual pro­
grams like "Everything Goes," a strip game 
show with themes like Super Heroes and 
Preppy Night. Playboy provided only one 
hour of original programming, a monthly 
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video magazine program based upon the 
Playboy lifestyle depicted in the print 
publication, for Escapade/Playboy. Along 
with the name change, Playboy will assume 
all programming responsibilities. One goal 
of the new Playboy Channel will be to pro­
duce three hours of original programming 
per week by the spring. 

Business Strategy of the Venture 

David Lewine, vice-president of market­
ing for Playboy Programs Inc., ex­
plains the basic arrangement between 
Playboy and Escapade. "There is a rigid 
split-they sell, we make." Earl Spencer, 
vice-president of marketing for Rainbow, 
reveals the selling strategy. "From the first 

that "STY will whet the appetites of viewers 
for Playboy programming, which will in­
crease consumer demand when cable finally 
enters those markets." 

In addition to cable and STY, Playboy 
Productions and Twentieth Century Fox 
have signed an exclusive worldwide license 
agreement to distribute Playboy magazine 
programming for the home video market. 
This 85-minute tape will be marketed 
quarterly and will consist of the best of the 
cable and STY programs, with some 
original. segments. The home version is 
predicted to be extremely successful in 
Europe, which has limited cable television. 

Marketing a Mystique 
day it was understood that the channel Rather than expose its new video venture 
would eventually become Playboy. They to a critical comparison with the established 
put their name on anything and people ex- Playboy mystique, the video venture is be­
pee the moon." Spencer adds, "We're not ing nurtured along slowly. Experimen­
going to make the change before we feel we tation, marketing research and careful plan-
have the type of programming that ning are being employed to develop a soft 
represents the quality image of Playboy." focus video version of the soft core Playboy 

Besides the cable television marketing, image and magazine. Programming ideas 
the joint venture of Playboy Programs, Inc. - are continually being developed and tested 
and Rainbow Programming Services Com- using the magazine as a springboard. If the 
pany entered into a one-year licensing translation of any segment of the magazine 

The "Tale of the Toe" is a Ribald Oassic 
that was shot originally on film. 

like the centerfold, it rates very high on 
marketing tests like Arbitron." 

"I feel about cable the way I did abo1,1t 
magazines in the 1950s," Playboy creator 
and chairman of the board Hugh Hefner 
enthusiastically states. "Playboy has been 
ready for TV longer than television has been 
ready for Playboy. This will be a natural 
transition from the printed page to the elec­
tronic grid," Hefner predicted earlier this 
year. 

High Production Value · 
Per Dollar agreement with Oak Media Development to television doesn't work, large sums of 

Corporation to air Playboy's video money are not being invested to · make it Under the watchful eye of Hugh Hefner, 
magazine on Oak's ON-TV satellite net- work. wholooksateverypieceandpassesfinalap- . 
work. The one-hour video adaptation of What ·is being discovered is that it is irn- .· proval on all segments, Playboy is making 
P~ayboy magazine, which includes many of possible to make a literal translation of the : _. optimum· use. of state-of-the-art . hardware 
the elements incorporated intqthe publica~·- . magai:ine_"from print to_video and ¢at his : ~to creaie :·progij0is with high prcxiuctiori 
tion, including celebrity interviews, _pie- . even· more difficulf to do market research. : . . ·vaiues at relatively '!ow bucfgeis:~:Tii_eyast . 
torials and dramatizatici.ns ·: \i.( the ·on an idei:'·''Whenwe ~ -.to descrl~be how : . majority _of original footage fo~~tlie'prct : ~ 
magazine:s sh~~ _stori~, went_· ~~ !11~ ~ in.~ =-W..~:,vill trai'i~\ate J.h:C_m~g~~ t~ ,V},9~• c.o~< gram _is~ ~~o,}_ bf0depe!lde!lt ;J>l~Jcti,cf11;: i 
June. Basically It IS a slightly shorter; _slight- ~- surners have trouble : conceptualizing and : comparues using segment prciducers:~.l!l: ; .; . 
lysofter repac~aging of the cable '.\Pl<!Ybc>)'.{ 2envi.sioning. what ·we are 'going~:i9 do/'..:~ ·tempt is made fo"shoo(all vide_o~o,f o[e:-½sl!} ;. 
Channel" version. Rather -than view' llie:. Spencer discloses. -"When. we show ·them a . · Type C,·pemi.itting segmerit"edi!fuswithotih : : · 
Sa!ellite TY, ~ f_Omi:>_etition, ' ~penc1:r, feels. seginerit"t,ha_t has . alrea~y-been ~lat~J! .Josing' quality w{µi third anq f9.~~il~n"e"~t} ~ --~i~~t~~t: -· ~~$~~~i;0) -~ . .,:'.~j~~~~~/: ·:· .. :--ic:·:~~~~~:-~~~~~ ·:--··' . ,. ,-.. -•~,~ ,.~~f) 
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tion,which sometimes occurs with U-Matic. 
The show does contain ¾ -inc·h footage 

provided in segments like the movie or pop· 
music review; however all U-Matic footage 
is bwnped up to one-inch for on-line post­
production. Although a majority of 
the show is shot on tape, some 
segments, including the Playmate 
and Ribald Oassic pieces, are 
shot on 16mm or 35mm film.The 
program even includes some quad . 
footage from some of the older 
Playboy broadcast programs like"Playbo 
Af!cr Dark." ~.'.::':<:-,· 

i 

.: -·~=..:. ;~·-- •·.· -· 

Basically the only work done in-h91:!5C is. · 
¾-inch ' off-line post-production ·using : ,i.:: ;: 

. $ony BVE: 5CXXJ or two Convergence· 90. >-
eaitin~g'syst~riis: Although the $75,(XX) Soni,:'. { 
B~ .s~~ _has the capability to ddye ·9he? ;. ,._.., __ ,,,,i ..{!.•'-"'-,,t, .. (:;.•_;,,,;,.• ,:9;{;::.- ~=, Y"-'~'"" .. . 
_m.~'.~).~ac~~es; .· tI!e 3/,~ J~~tu:n.f ~f : .. Althougfc.:t f ::maJ ohty '.· of 
assortedJreelance . editors· employed • PY. : --~~-.- · · ,.~ ._.,,;1-;,;.·.-; . , ·•··:c,0 : - '3i;, .-.,~ 

· ~layb_6y"°~e · responsible ·foi 'developing .. the show · IS · Sn Qt ou~ tape, 
segm~ri_~ -~g -01:1~ ~~ l,l~M~ti~--~~: . some segments\·. including 
fmalJ)Ost-productJon 1s completed,10 6ne- . · .,,_ .· •· _. _ .- -. . . -: • •-:- _. · -,,-.. · 1 · .-. , 

in~]n>e_C·iri ~forriia. ~e'mjfoiiry of.: : th,e Pla~a~~i.)~.n~:'i ~l?.al~ 
editmg;JS_accomplished at Trans-Amencan · Cl · · · ·· · --:·· · · '· h. · ··· · 
Vi~~;<_~he audio sweetening at· _Compac:t _ .• ~SIC · p~eces!\_ar~ -~: Qt 0~ 
~dep~rvicesand _theMusicDesign_Group · 16mm or 35nint film;· · · 
iri (os~geles proVJdes an· music and sound · . .- -;~·-·" • '- · ·: · x -::,: ' : .-.- r..,;, ... .- .• _ · .,· '"s:.;.:.,: :· · 
cffects~ ~:'fif.., · ' .,:,/ · :·. ,\fr,.,,'.;;.;:: -". _· · ·· 

·. :;.;RugTf iJit~et his ~woii~\:~~y\ j~~y; 

:~tlilk>i:;sh'linlcs\viio.' along~~tli his wife;' 
_Aruj-":_,i.iii_(e' Shanks; . was·· gi'v'.en the respon-· 
sibility: :for1 the' de-velopmeiit; ·production· 
ancrci-eative 'directioi1 of programming for 
Playboy".Production 's ·cable television sei ~­
vice. in" Au~ of 198f:Besides Ann~s ac: 
complishmenis as a filrnmakb-: writer a.iii 
photographer and Bob's .credits as a tele­
vision producer/director/writer, the couple 
has also worked together on cable television 
projects for ABC Video Enterprises, 
Warner Amex and CBS Cable. · 

Bob, a former network vice-president of 
programming, also helped create "Wide 
World of Entertainment," ("' · 
"Good Morning ,.,r-~ 
America," and "20/20." 11· Ti . 
This past August, shortly · 
after Playboy announced , , 
that the Shanks' role 
would change to con­
sultants and independent 
producers, Bob reflected 
on the nine Playboy pro­
gr a ms he had co-pro­
duced/directed with his 
wife. 

"We tried to take the 

. _ .. ::;. . ~ . .. . ~. : .... . ..._ .~., .J"'' •-i'";- . :.t';,:(. . ··, ~·, ._. ~- . 
:· throi.lghciut · of soft' lightirig ·\vith '"detail so 
. that'thepictur~ has'some arciil'{~ture fo it 
instead of that' wiped-out flat look 'yo·u see 
on the ne~s all of the time."· His-explana­
tion· of why 80 percenfof the f~tage was 
·shot in video :,vas simple; :_"l'ir{aJ:iig fan of 

. video. Wiili .the· use of fow con Tilt~ you 
can take the hard edge off of video. 

"We've maintained a high quality look at 
a very low budget,•• Bob Shanks maintains 
today. "The budget is very small as to what 
you might imagine and what would be or­
dinary for a network budget. I was recently 
working on a network special which cost 

$750,CXXl for an hour, and this is nowhere 
near that." While Shanks, Playboy and in­
dependent producers would not reveal 
figures for the cost of production, more 
than $3 million was cited by one Playboy of­
ficial as the expense for original production 
during the f · o. vear. An analysis of the 

hardware and personnel employed would 
support the claim that the monthly program 
was low budget for such broadcast quality 
programming. 

Keeping Down Costs 
How did Shanks keep the budget low and 

maintain a quality look? "No sqoot for a 
segment was over one day on any particular 
idea. When we traveled we would try to 
combine four or five different shoots on the 
same trip. Basically all production was done 
with one camera. Those were some of the 
ways we saved money," Shanks discloses. 

In addition, all of the Playmate seg111ents 
and Ribald Oassics were shot on film, many 
on 16mm. To save on post-production, very 
accurate notes of the_ specific· time coded · 
segments logged on location: 'fere provided 
from the fie)d. A fmalpost-production sav~ 
ings was provided by precise in~house off­
line editing, accurately timed' dowp to the 
length of dissolves. _- . , ·: • . _ c• • 

Bob Shanks'cited the· first .progran1 as an 
exainpie of a memorable . shoot,' -represeri-: . 
tative \>f the video production -_techniques· 
employed .throughout: ' .'We .did about fjye 
ideas in four days,~! he recalls: "In Atlantic 
City we taped Andy Kaufrrian .-wiestling a 
Playmate, shows cin now to shoot craps and· . 
play blackjack, the:'girls of Atl~tic· City,: 
and· then we went toNewYork' toshoot the 
resiaur'ant' Lutecc. '·' The production'facility 
employed :'for" that shoot and somf of the 
other East Coast Playboy segments was 
Professional Vidro · Set-vice (PVS) iid~ew 
York City. The package PVS provided for 
the four-day shoot°included three cameras 
and a switcher package for the Kaufman 
segment, a Sony BVH VTR, a back-up 
Sony B\f\! 110 VCR, a Thomson MC 601 
Microcam, audio, lighting transportation 
and crew. 

PVS did ·its homework in order to 
translate the soft look of Playboy to video'. 

"I looked at a few 
Playboys before a shoot 
and observed that the 
lighting in the magazine 
has become more 
moody.'• Dean Parisot, 
director of photography 
for PVS explains. "The 
mood of the magazine is 
generally a soft, frontal 
look. All the frontal light is 
soft whether it is fill or 
key." 

One way Parisot was 
able to get the moody 

Playboy look was through the use of low 
con filters. "A low con filter, maybe a I or a 
2, can give a glowing look to the hotter, 
well lit areas in the frame, but it does not 
affect the low light areas," the DP explains. 
"I use low cons more than diffusion filters, 
which make everything look milky and 
nothing is subtle." 

Parisot also points out that it is important 
for the cameraperson to work closely with 
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c~oiiiii.ed. wftware, three· bus ~wi~~bf-·: . "'' ,,...,,,_,.., ... -, .,_.,..... Playboy can" and more sports shows 

(one room has a Ross 508, the other a Grass . featuring the Playmates are promised. 
Valley 300), a Quantcl DPE 500) Plus two- New· p'rogrruns will take There are even plans for a movie featur-
channel DYE, four or five Ampex VPR. 2B . the "arm' '. o··r . dram as and ing Playmates and actresses in a 3-D drama. 
one-inch VfRs and a Chyron (III B or IV, l I Parties and performances from the Playboy 
depending on the room) for graphics. di · all wi'th mansion will be the location for producing 

The average on-line editing schedule has CO me_ es, an some original programming that depicts the 
been six or seven days to build individual adult, Playboy slant and Playboy lifestyle. Movies at the Mansion, 
segments, and two days to edit the segment h will · b with an introduction by Hugh Hefner, will 
reels together into a one-hour show. Fausto.. t ey e hotter and feature ground-breaking sexually oriented 
Sanchez, the Trans-American editor assigna-'- more erotic than other films like early Brigitte l3ardot movies and 
edtoPlayboy,desaibcsthesegmentreels#:· · · • · ·· ····• -~ -· · · .... · · "King Kong/'. New origir.al Playboy 
beirig •. \'sub.'.masters.'! Since the ·onC::incfr .. ·_channels,~ ro·quct~": . movies still to be determined are also 
T~ C -format loses very little quality \vith7• . ., ·. . , .. , • - ' -~• . 

00
· 

7
' '" •. - , - - scheduled for the expanded Playboy Chan-

· sub~iient ·generations,' tlie··sub-masters ·: ' . ncl and it wouldn't be surprising if previous- ·. 
· ~rria'fntafu·,a.high~ quality · 1oolc.- The-:·suo?- .:.th. p1·· 0 '·"··"'"""'"=,--Th-~--~ .. - ftil]' ' - . .. . · 1y produced .-_Playboy_ films like . Roman · 

·- ·'"·ast~-~~ --~-::,~• - · · · ~-- ·d .-- ··' ·ca1· '' · ·:r..~- · e aymate~enL esecare ycon- Polans" · ki's0

' 1Ma·cbeth'.' an·d .'.'Sain. · t'"1a·c· 1c,·•1 · ~.;;_ ;.-Tat/~ ... ~~;!,C?SY.~ . ~~or11:_1\· .}?-r%:; ~:structecferte@~'ccimbined with the ·audio 
·::_·.-,. cu_t,;a! .he~programf~r~J?N-TY. 9I.: th_~~ :·•··· · .. · ~ , r -=.'-' ~ 0- · • • •• • -- .. .. • • · directedbyPctet·Bogd.inovifht'aiesho~l -

:~:~:--::,fJi~tJ~~~:tfjt/'!ittt~-J~~~~i :~d-eeq~~~~~a~~i~;.;;~.~~ ._, ·.:: .. .-_!_, -.~_:r.~_·,::~:.:~-~-\._-.i:~~--~T.:_;,,_._;,~~~1£}; 
-. ' H ~ni -~ .•. ,.._,,__ .~ ,,~- d .. ·•·:- - ·. , .. _, 1 C(( , VJ eo pro~.•• ··!.'..'.•. ;·~:·-:.£.,:e-,> ~- . 
. ;,-... . ~ .• ~,a:~{e:'1~ 3,!lfi" al~~-~r~e.,.:,?!1]BJ}. , .. J: ~ -~" 'h~ -Pl~y~~~ ·~;~ ti-i{ cb~el e.x- .. The ·cornerstone of Playboy· Enterprises 

SCgII_lents pnor. to in ,;u,ting . . :-·.-;::"~, :-· .". , .- , . . . -... ... - • •. - • - · .· is still ·the_ magazine, wh_ich __ earn. ed $16 
• ., . ., .•• ~<.,;<.;.l,;..., ... ,, t<:''.?!'!>1'1,.~~ • . ,, •• ~~t:;."t'.,. ~- . clUS1vely, in December;_ the ,Playboy inter-
. :. view will''iie exi:endea ·fo"a separate half- mi.Ilio_i-i bet ore . taxedn fiscal : 1982'. on 

~ · .. · - " - . ·- · · ~-.,,- , · .., -~-\,·, ····· -· · ., ·.·., · · revenues ·or $138 million. Despite hills and 
: '.holir_prograiri_with .six or ·seven·minutes of ~ · · · · 
: : highlights" incorporated-fufo · "the· magazine valleys, the-magazine'.s current drc.itlation is . 
'. ·show. The· interviewer will be a" male; Larry five 'mi.llion; · 48 'percent of which is°-homc' . 
'; ~ 0r9bd:::_ oi.hei/ anticipated . new original subscription:' Sincd977 the ad rev~ues 
:. ~'programs;-< -_"scheduled ; to.~- ·· premier_. in . the. magazine hav_ci d~ubled. · Accx)rding to 
: ~:~her. that have been creatcil' io. take Foitwie/ magaziric, \-"Manf :advertisers . 
. : idyantage of _,i>layboy-'_as.sets· -iriciude:° ;_a regard:~ Playboy'i{,\ upiemacy_. iii': . sub­
: .'.Centerfold R'eview, PlaY!llate 'A,erobics and. scriptions' as prO<i(that it's-_ the only. girlie 
S .·"a Pla~'ate Playoff, featuring _ the . young· magazine' acceptable'for family reading and 
:: :'i omen iii athletic competition. -To create -. dispfaYoncoffeetibl_es.'.'<< ::\· __ \ t!i./:: ~;' 
.. the· identity of a private . video club; . en- . -. With this "coffee table image,'.' ifis cer-­
. tertaining vignettes or commercials for The · tain that rriore ca!>le 9perators in older fran: 
. : Playboy . Channel, . created by the ad-· cluses will make __ th_e service available only_ 

• - vertising agency - of ~ Della · Femina, : when it is marketed solely as the .Playboy . 
. Travisano & Sherman will be iriterspersed station. It is doubtful that Playboy will be 

The first .Video Playmate of the Year; 
Shannon Tweed, and her "Playboy on 
the Scene" co-host, Peter Tomarken. 

During the final editing of the one-hour 
show, the sub-masters are incorporated in 
sequence and color corrected. All effects, 
graphics, final footage (like the wrap­
arounds used to unite the segments) and late 
arriving movie or music clips, are built into 
the show at this time. The final editing, 
which took three very long days for the first 
show - before any format was 

. established-is presently completed in two 
normal days. Some noteworthy effects are 
incorporated into the program at the final 
edit. One is a halo effect created by the 
Quante! to input movie footage while the 
critic is giving his review. Another is the 
solarizing of the first frame of the center­
fold segment to create a surrealistic look. 
The title, Playmate of the Month, is then 
matted_on, followed by a little wipe bringing 
in the playmate's name. Finally a · crop 
dissolve is used to get into the beginning of 

throughout the 12 hours of programming. offered as a service by a cable operator in-
In translating the print magazine, which volved iri the franchising phase, since the 

· is marketed primarily to men, to a television R-rated service could present a foolish 
channel, a medium that appeals to a dual liability if a Moral Majority backlash were 

· audience, Playboy will have to create more to occur. Once the initial phase of cable 
franchising· is resolved in rriany of the major 

.diversified programming. "Loving," a Phil 
Donohue-style show with a woman host, markets this premium service will probably 

be offered simpiy because there are v...-v will be a five-part series on modem relation- -., 
few R-rated sr.rvices available. 

ships. A translation of the Playboy Advisor e head start Playboy has against riv s 
from the print publication to a half-hour 
television program is being considered as like Penthouse could be insurmountable in 
another way to increase female appeal for the race to video supremacy. By repackag-
the service. A more passionate version of ing much of the same material for cable, 
the Showtime series, "Romance" will also STV and the home market, Playboy's 
be basically female oriented. According to strategy appears to be economically sound. 
Paul Klein, the recently appointed president It is possible that Playboy video could be to 
of the Playboy Cable Network, • 'While R-rated television in the' SO's what Playboy 
Playboy magazine has about a three- wasto softcoreprintinthe'50s.D 
quarter male readership, television must be --~lllrl::~~ 
more · female-oriented to survive. I know 
that men do not mind watching shows like 
'Romance,' as long as there is enough 
material to keep them interested." 

To fulfill the goal of three hours 
of original programming per week, 
Klein explains, "New programs will 
take the form of dramas and comedies, 
all with an adult, Playboy slant and they 
will be hotter and more erotic than other 
channels' product." In addition, a news 
show that will "tell the news as only 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 13, 1982 

FOR MORTON BLACKWELL 

DEE JEPS.,j)~ 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH DICK WIRTHLIN 

Dick Wirthlin was very supportive in many 
He is our kind of guy, for sure. 

~=-~~a good ally. He is putting a 
question on his next survey and will 
us before the election. The only 
now is from New York and it is 

not as representational as we would like. 

He mentioned that the President could get 
maximum support for this issue if he would 
highlight the exploitation of women, as well 
as concentrate on the moral aspect. 
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AGENDA FOR ANTI-PORNOGRAPHY MEETING 
CABINET ROOM MARCH 28, 1983 

Meeting convenes. Introduction of participants. 
Explanation of program by Faith Ryan Whittlesey. 

Commissioner of Customs William von Raab _ F/efcJv-,-
, !. '_/ j::vi,JJ-ecfo,,. 

Postmaster General William Bolger ___ t.Alv'-7" 

3:00 
;r,.1r Q..R., ""- t IV Ai-- D '"' i , .:...J J Se tJS-." 
~ Attorney General Wil.liam Frel"leh Smi:l!h / LO w -E..L.. L. r::::1,.-f\J 

3:15 

3:30 

3:35 

3:40 

3:45 

FBI Director William Webster 

President enters, circles table and greets participants. 
Delivers remarks. 

Questions. President answers some and directs others 
to agency heads present. 

Individual photo opportunity with each participant. 

Meeting ends. 
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Introduction 

Not too long ago , a person trying to defend pornography 

would have felt i mpelled to bring philosophical arguments , 

Supreme Court rulings , and pseudo-scientific studies from some 

out l andish country proving that pornography was not harmful. 

In my experience, speakers who defended pornography often did 

so with a degree of embarrassment and were at great pains to 

point out that they were defending a concept, but tha t they 

themselves did not purchase or view any pornography, nor would 

they allow it into their own homes . 

It is a sad commentary that circumstances have changed to 

the extent that it is the speaker oppos e d to the current proli­

feration of pornography who must address abstract concepts and 

try to establish a philosophical framework within which to prove 

that pornography is wrong . 

For the fact is that within the short space of a decade 

or so, the mores of our society have changed drastically. I can 

still remember the time when colleagues at my university would 

sheepishly admit to puchasing Playboy magazine, quickly adding 

that they did so only because of the ' high calibre of the articles ' 

published therein. (As I recall, none of these people ever pur­

chased the late lamented Saturday Evening Post for its 'quality 

articles. ' Nowadays , many millions of self respecting Americans 

think nothing of playing x-rated video tapes in their homes , of 

purchasing magazines , which only recently they themselves have 

called 'filthy ', or of permitting their children to listen to 

records which warp minds and distort reality. 



With Apologies To None 

Po r nography i s wrong , it is dangerous and i t is h armfu l . 

Porno graphy destroys h uman sensitivi ty . It adds a c er t ain 

cal l ousness to the observer. It blunts his/her moral outrage . 

It at t acks the ability to judge right f rom wrong . More , it 

c reates a distorted v i ew of reality in the observer, thereby 

exac erba t ing pre - exi sting problems and at t he same time creates 

unnecessary tensions i n o therwise perfectl y no rmal marri ages . 

The proli feration of pornography has undoubtedly had a hand i n 

the i ncreased divorce rate, it has made pre - marital and extra­

marital sex more acceptabl e , it has cheapened women to the extent 

that a great many men now identify women as things rather than 

as people. 

Pornography has fueled a total degr adation in the va l ue 

of humanity itself . The fact that the pornography of chi l dren 

could demand so lar~e and lucrative a market is but one indica-

t ion of this fact . Pornography is a corrosive influence and 

society can no longer look at the burgeoning spread of pornography 

from an objective point of view, but rather must act to quarantine 

itsel f in much the same way that we outlaw other unacceptable , 

aberrant or deviant behavior patterns . 

A Courtly View 

At which point , those who would protect the rights of porno­

graphers inevitably trot out the Consitution of the United State . 

"Don ' t touch " , they say . '' You dare not abridge the freedom of 
II 

speech or of the press. Which of course , raises the natural 



question as to whether the framers of the Constitution intended 

to protect the rights of pronographers to purvey their wares 

in the guise of "speech "~ I maintain not . I maintain that they 

intended to protect the right to state ideas, to project values , 
' 

to interact, to criticize, to influence , to debate, without 

restrictions. Pornography fits into none of the above. Nor , 

in a sense , does pornography even fall into the more general 

category of communication. 

Communication elicits a reaction. It challenges one's 

critical faculties . It subjects itself to the listener's ob­

jective examination . Pornography tends to act in precisely 

the opposite fashion. It dulls the critical faculties . It 

arouses irrational emotions , and encourages individuals to 

lose themselves to one extent or other in a picture or pictorial 

representation. I would go one step further . If pornography 

is a means of communication; if obscenity is to be protected as 

a form of free speech , the n the acts depicted in pornographic 

material should themselves certainly be protected by the First 

Amendment. Is it possible that we may see the day when the First 

Amendment will be used to protect the rights of individuals exe­

cuting pornographic acts in public? Wil l our Courts be called upon 

to extend the protection of ' free speech ' to individuals who look 

at the performance of their bodily functions in public as a means 

of expression and communication? 

Certainly on the basis of what currently satisfies the Supreme 

Court's three part, partly subjective test, one must conclude that 



the horrifying possibilities just raised may be closer to the 

truth than we suspect. 

One thing is clear. Either those peop l e charged with 

protecting society are totally lacking in discernment and 

therefore are honestly unaware of the extent to which obscenity 

is sweeping the nation , or they are consciously derelict in their 

duty . 

I am a physicist and I do not lay c l aim to an exhaustive 

knowledge of Constitutional law, but I do believe parents have 

an i nherent right to raise their children in a manner which 

leaves them unexposed to pornography . As it now stands, the 

totally open display of pornographic materials is a clear in­

vasion of my rights ; it interferes with my ability to send my 

children into the street secure in the knowledge that they wil l 

not be exposed to scenes with which they are unable to cope . 

In essence , those officials charged with implementing the 

law in New York City have said to me and to my children, " if you 

do not want to be exposed to pornography , you are prefectly free 

to avoid certain streets , or alternatively you may simply close 

your eyes . " I sometimes wonder what the reaction would be were 

I to arrange with an airline to deliver an hour long religious 

message over the public address system during a flight . I suspect 

that individuals who are generally so protective of free speech 

would object vehemently at b e ing part of a captive audience and 

would not be mollified by the suggestion that they close their ears . 



I feel the same way . I do not want to have to c l ose my eyes 

while wa l king in the street in my city. And I do not want to be 

a captive audience to those who wish to project their pornography 

onto the streets . Even if the net result of increased regulation 

of pornography be only to drive it underground, we will all be 

the better for it . 
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