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THE MIRACLES

Miracles can happen in different ways. Some miracles happen instantly
without any human participation but just through the power of God. The
miracle of salvation was brought about through great suffering and the divine

rection of Christ. Other miracles occur after much work and time by
dedicated people. But whether miracles happen instantly, after suffering
and hardship, or over a period of time, one factor is constant. MIRACLES DO
HAPPEN AND THEY HAPPEN BECAUSE OF THE LOVE AND POWER OF GOD!

At Baddour Memorial Center, the mildly retarded men and women who live
there are at long last being recognized for the miracles that they have always
been. Perhaps because of their handicap, society has believed that their birth
was not nearly so miraculous as that of a "normal" person. The residents are
defying this belief in a way so remarkable and so beautiful that it coul have
only happened because of God's divine intervention into the lives of the people
who have brought Baddour Center from "yesterday's impossibility'" to "today's
miracle." This is why the Center's traveling choir is named '"The Miracles."
This talented group of mentally retarded men and women are not only witnesses
of the "miracles" within themselves: but God's Holy Spirit, working thro :h
them, is causing most wondrous and miraculous things to happen in the he :ts and
lives of those who hear them.

The group has been formed for less than two years, beginning in June of 1979.
During 1980, The Miracles traveled 28,000 miles and sang before over 43,000 people.

One person who heard them wrote a glowing editorial about his experience. Here is

"Let me share an experience with you as best that I can
through this paper.
I cannot put into words the looks on their faces. Exuberance

does not come close. Smiles--happy, cheerful, loving smiles.



























THAD COCHRAN
i 2P

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

Ulnifed . _fafes . enate

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 17, 1981

Director of Public Relations

Baddour Memorial Center,
Highway 51 South
Senatobia, Mississippi

Dear Mré. Rober+ts:

Thanks so much for letting me know of The Miracles!

interest in performing at the White House on December 13.

I have now had the opportunity to contact the White

House regarding my support of this request. As soon as
| receive a response, | will be back in touch with you.

[f you feel that | can be of additional assistance,

please do not hesitate to let me or my administrative

assistant, Wiley Carter, know.

TC:ks

Sincerely,

sy e

THAD COCHRAN
United States Senator
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DAVID R. BOWEN

2o DisTRICT, MIssISSIPPL

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON COTTON,
RICE, AND SUGAR

SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS,

RESEARCH, AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURE

SusCOMM ITTEE ON CONSERVATION, CREDIT,

AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIAN AND
PACIFIC AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE ON MERCHANT
MARINE AND FISHERIES

Susc FTEE ON FISHERIES AND
Wi .. E CONSERVATION AND
THE ENVIRONMENT

BCOMMITTEE ON PANAMA CANAL
OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF

Congress of the United States
FBouse of Representatives
Washington, B.E. 20515

July 20, 1981

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
2421 RAY ¢ House OFrice
Wa iToN, D.C. 20910
202 3876

TRICT OFFICES;
GOLDEN TRIANGLE Ri . AIRPORT
CowumBus, Mississiprl 39701
(601) 327.2766

10! JTH COURT STREET
CLEVELAND, MI8sissiPPt 38732
(s01) 846-1801

- Bu
ABERDEEN, MississirPl 39730
(601) 369-4973

Mrs. Sybil Roberts
Baddour Memorial Center
Director of Publications
Hwy. 51 South

Senatobia, Ms. 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

Thank you for your recent.letter letting me know
of The 'racles' planned trip to New York and Washington
this winter. '

I am certainly happy to contact the White House in
behalf of The Miracles. 1In fact, last week I wrote to the
director of White House Liaison and told him about this
outstanding group of young people. I asked that he bring
the request to the attention of President Reagan's appointment
secretary.

Just as soon as I receive a response from Mr. Friedersdorf,
the director of White House Liaison, I will let you k )Hw,
I do hope that we are successful in arranging such a :rformance
by The Miracles for our President. Also, if your schedule
permits, I would enjoy meeting you and The Miracles ¢ :ing

your visit here.
Sincerely, ;{57

DAVID R. BOWEN
Member of Congress






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 23, 1981

Dear David:

Thank you for your letter of July 13, on
behalf of The Miracles singing group, who
v uld like to perform for President and
Mrs. Reagan at the White House.

I was glad to direct this kind offer to
the White House Social Office in order
that it may receive every consideration.

Again, thank you for your interest in
writing.

.

With cordial regard, I am

Sincerely,

Max L. Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President

The Honorable David R. Bowen
House of Representatives
v shington, D.C. 20515



















TRENT LOTT 2400 RAYBURN BUILDING

S5TH DISTRICT, MISSISSIPPI ASHINGTON. D.€3. - 20515
- 202-2; 72
RULES commiTTEE Congress of the United ¢ tates corrromm, vserenes
e ANDERSON, . Pouse of Repregentatives . e

LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI I

Washington, B.E. 20515 w1t

July 21, 1981

** 3. Sybil Roberts

Director of Public Relations
Baddour Memorial Center, Inc.
His ray 51 South

Senatobia, MS 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the Miracles' desire to
perform for President and Mrs. Reagan. “

I have taken the liberty of contacting the appropriate officials at
the White House : your behalf. I shall be back in contact with you as
soon as I hear from them. ’

In the meantime, if I can be of any further service to you, please
do not hesitate to contact me. With best wishes, I remain

Sincerelly yours,

lact,

Lott

TL/jlc



JAMIE L. WHIT N CHAIRMAN
1sT DisTRICT, MISSISSIPPI COMMITTEE ON APPROFPRIATIONS

( E OrFICE B [
ev2) 225-4300

Corrregg of the Anited .~ tates
Bouse of Repregentatives
Washington, B.L. 20515

July 23, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

Director of Public Relations
Baddour Memorial Center, Inc.
P. 0. Box 69

Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

The attached letter has just 2en received from the
1ite House in response to my letter in behalf of your de¢ ire
for The Miracles to sing for President and Mrs. Reagan in
mid-December. I am passing it along for your information and
trust that a favorable response will be received from the
White House Social Office.

With kindest regards and best wishes, -

Zincere 1y, ’ /

JLW/sls v Jamie L. Whitten, M. C.

Enclosure



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1981

Dear Jamie:

Thank you for your letter of July 6, on
behalf of The Miracles singing group ¢
Baddour Center, who have expressed an
interest in performing at the White House
for President and Mrs. Reagan in mid-
December.

I was glad to direct this kind of "2r f

the White House Social Office in order
that it may receive.every consideratic .

Again, thank you for your interest in
writing. ’

With cordial regard, I am

Sincerely,

Max L. Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President

The Honorable Jamie L. Whitten
House of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515



JAMIE L. WHITTEN CHAIRMAN
18T DISTRICT, MISSISSIPPL coMMIT 5N APPR(
2314 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
(202) 225-4306

- -Congress of the United States
THousge of Repregentatives
Washington, B.L. 20515

August 5, 1981

Mrs. Jenny Poole

Baddour Memorial Center, Inc.
P. O. Box 69

Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Jenny:

I have tried to arrange'with the White House for your stu ::nts
to appear but haven't had any success as yet. I enclose copy of

etter from Max Friedersdorf, Assistant to the President, who was

out of town when I called to follow this up. His secretary : to
take it up again with the Social Secretary but they were not too
optimistic about the results. The competition for invitatior to
the White House in quite strong.

Any information we receive, we will forward to you.

Hoping to see you when I get home and with best wishes to you
and Ray,

Sincerely,

e L. Whitten, M.C.

JLW:wsa



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1981

Dear Jamie:

Thank you for your letter of July 6, o
behalf of The Miracles singing group of
Baddour Center, who have expressed an
interest in performing at the White Ho se
for President and Mrs. Reagan in mid-
December.

I was glad to direct this kind offer t
‘the White House Social Office in order
that it may receive every consideratio .

Again, thank you for your interest in
writing.

Wwith cordial regard, I am

Sincerely,

Y/ 4

Max L. Friedersdorf
Assistant to the Preside :

The Honorable Jamie L. Whitten
House of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515
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August 7, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

Director of Public Relations
Baddour Memorial Center
Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Sybil,

Enclosed ﬁlease>find a letter from the White House Social
Secretary regarding "The Miracles" performing at the White
House in December. I believe it to be self-explanatory.

I regret that the White House response is not more favorable
at this time; however, I am still pursuing some different
avenues in your behalf. '

You may want to consider performing on the Capitol steps.
Please bear in mind that we do not anticipate the House being
in session at this time. Tourist season will be over, as 211;
and assuming that this is something that you will want to do
outside to attract an audience, this may be a problem.

As I understand, Congressman David Bowen's office has written
the White House in your behalf, in which case something may
materialize. I have also contacted Mrs. Jean Clements and
encouraged her to work through the Metropolitan Council in
establishing contact with the Administration's Council on :ntal
Retardation, using the "Year of Disabled Persons" as a foc ;.

I certainly hope that something can be worked out, and if I
can be of any further assistance to you, please do not hesitate
to call on me.

With very best regards, I am,

GILLESPIE V. NTGOMERY

Member of Congress

GVM: s¢
cc: Mrs. Jean Clements




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 27, 1981

De -~ Mr. Montgomery: AL"JN ] 7981

Thank you veéry much for your recent message
concerning your interest in "The Miracles"
performing at the White House.

Although the number of requests that we receive
prevents me from being very encouraging at this
time, you can be assured that we will keep this
group in mind for the future. Should something
develop, we will be back in touch with you.

In the meantime, please accept our appreciation
for your very thoughtful message.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

MabeH! B

Mabel H. Brandon
Social Secretary
to the White House

The Honorable Gillespie V. Montgomery
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1981

Dear Mr. Bowen:

Thank you very much for your recent message
concerning your interest in "The Miracles"®
performing at the White Hou 3.

Although the number of requests that we receive
prevents me from being very encouraging at this
time, you can be assured that we will keep your
recommendation in mind for the future. Should
something develop, we will be back in touch
with you. '

.

In the meantime, | :ase accept our appreciation
for your very thoughtful message.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

W’JM A‘l B/Zn QLZ/

Mabel H. Brandon
Social Secretary
to the White House

The Honorable David R. Bowen
I ~reasentatives

i D.ws




Delavan Community

Unit School District j"‘j
No. 703 zacew ealling,
907 Locust Street ' e
Delavan, lllinois 61734
Phone 309/244-8283
RICHARD E. DUTTON F. LEON RODGERS ~ TEL .JOHN
Elementary and Jr. High Unit Superintendent High School Prin

Principal

August 19, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts, Director
of Public Relationms

Baddour Memorial Center, Inc.

Righway 51 South

Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

Following your Saturday night presentation at Purdue

I spoke to you during the coffee hour and mentioned that
I would contact Robert H. Michel, Minority Leader of
the House of Representatives, regarding your desire to
appear with The Miracles before President Reagan. I
have been in contact with Congressman Michel and others
* 1 his office. They have made contact with the proper
persons at the White House and are attempting to get
your group scheduled for a performance. Hopefully,
this will materialize and you will be hearing from
either Congressman Michel or representatives of the
White House in the near future.

My best wishes to the members of The Miracles.

Sincerely

on Rodgers, Superintendent

FLR:js










JAMIE L. WRHITTEN CHATRMAN

18T DisTRICT, MISsISSIPPI COMMITT 9N APPROPRIATION

2314 HouSE OFFICE BUILDING
(202) 225-4306

Congtess of the Hnited States
TBouge of Repregentatives
Washington, B.L. 20515

August 24, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

Director of Public Relations
Baddour Memorial Center, Inc.
P. 0. Box 69

Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

The attached letter from the White House confirms t 2
information received by phone concerning your interest in
"The Miracles" performing at the White House. Since the
request is still under consideration, we are hopeful that
the response will be favorable.

With kindest personal regards and best wislt 3,

Sincerely, .

JLW/sls amie L. Whitten, M. C.

Enclosure




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1981

Dear Mr. Whitten:

w

Thank you very much for your recent mess:
concerning your interest in "The Miracles
performing at the White House.

Although the number of requests that we 1 ceive
prevents me from being very encouraging at this
time, you can be assured that we will kee¢ your
recommendation in mind for the future. ¢ ould
something develop, we will be back in tot h
with you.

In the meantime, please accept our appreciation
for your very thoughtful message.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

v\ T !
Mehe! A Denan

Mabel H. Brandon
Social Secretary
to the White House

The Honorable Jamie L. Whitten
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



!

1

TT CHAIRMAN
1 DIE‘T c‘rv:lﬂ’:lsls sf:J COMMITTEE ON APP '‘RIATIO
sT mICT, 15
2314 HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
(202) 225-4306

- Congress of the Enited States
Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C. 20515

August 24, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

~irector of Public Relal " >ns
Baddour Memorial Center, Inc.
P. 0. Box 69 ‘

Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

gp confirms 1 e
interest in
Since’ the

hopeful that

The attached letter from the White Hou
information received by phone concerning your
"The Mirac es" performing at the White House.
request is still under consideration, we are
the response will be favorable.

With kindest personal regards and best yishes,
SincerelVr

JLW/sls Jamie L. wWhitten, M. C.

Enclosure V///
bcec: Mrs.

Jenny Poole



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1981

Dear Mr. Whitten:

Thank you very much for your recent mess: €
concerning your interest in "The Miracles
performing at the White House.

Although the number of requests that we 1 ceive
prevents me from being very encouraging at this
time, you can be assured that we will kee¢ your
recommendation in mind for the future. ¢ ould
something develop, we will be back in touv h

with you.

In the meantime, please accept our appreciation
for your very thoughtful message.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

Mabel H. Brandon
Social Secretary
to the White House

The Honorable Jamie L. Whitten
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515




JOHN TOWER, TEX., CHAIRMAN
- —IURMOND, S.C. JOHN C, STENNIS, MISS.

LDWATER, ARIZ. HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH.
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DENTON, ALA. Cluem =Eoeeey MICH.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

RHETT B. DAWSON, STAFF DIRECTOR AND CHIEF COUNSEL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

August 25, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

Director of Public Relations

Baddour Memorial Center, Incorporated
Highway 51 South

Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear rs. Roberts:

Thank you for your letter informing me about The Miracles
and their forthcoming trip to New York via Washington.

I appreciate the background information you sent and I
am certainly impressed with the accomplishments of this fine
group. I am happy to inquire on your behalf regarding tl
possibility of The Miracles singing for President and Mrs.
Reagan and have sent the enclosed letter to The White House.

I would like to suggest another opportunity which I
would be happy to look into, if you are interested. Singing
groups perform often in the rotunda of the Russell Senate
Office Building. This is an excellent place to draw a large
casual group of passers by. Please let me know if I can e
of any further assistance to you in this matter.

With warm good wishes, I am

John C. Stennis
United States Senator

JCS/agn
Enclosure
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COMMITIEE ON ARMLED SIRVICES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

August 24, 1981

"~ Mr. Max L. Friedersdorf

Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Friedersdorf:

It has recently come to my attention that "The Miracles",
a choir of mentally retarded adults, will be in the Washington
area in mid-December and they have expressed a desire to sing
at The White House before President and Mrs. Reagan.

I understand that Congressman Sonny Montgomery has informed
you previously of this request and I would like to add my
enthusiastic endorsement. This seems particularly appropriate
in view of the fact that 1981 is the International Year ¢ '
Disabled Persons.

Your consideration of this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

John C. Stennis
United States Senator

JCS/agn
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September 4, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts, Director
of Public Relations
Baddour Memorial Center, Inc.
Highway 51 South
Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

I am enclosing a copy of the letter from Max Friedersdorf,
Assistant to the President, that was sent to Bob Michel
regarding our request that The Miracles be allowed to
perform before President Reagan. Congressman Michel

sent me a copy of the letter so that I might be advised
of what was taking place, and I in turn am forwarding it
to you so you can be kept abreast of our efforts.

It might be beneficial for you to contact Mr. Friedersdorf
and remind him of the letter he had received from
. Congressman Michel and inquire if any progress is being
made. Still hoping and praying that your wish comes true.

Sincerely,

F. Leon Rodgers, Superintendent

Encl.









JAMIE L. WHITTEN CHAIRMAN

1st DisTrICT, MIiSSISSIPPI COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
2314 HousE OrrFiICE ING
(202) 2254500

Congress of the United States
E uge of Representatives
Washington, B.L. 20515

September 24, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

Director, Public Relations
Baddour Memorial Center
Highway 51, South

Senatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Mrs. Roberts:

I received your memorandum to the Mississippi. delegatic
and am sorry that the response to our request for the White
House performance has not been more definite. They did stre 3,
however, that the scheduling for December events would not 1
finalized until a later date.

Your invitation to attend the performance at Faith Unit{ 43
Memorial Church is most appreciated and I hope I can be the:
on December 10th for The Miracles' musical presentation.

Hopefully, the White House will notify us with a more
definite response in the very near future.

Again, thank you for your message and if I may ever do

anything else to assist you, please do not hesitate to let 1
know.

Looking forward to seeing you in December and with best

wishes,
Sinj%7ely, )
/Y\ﬂ...&.é-./

.t1 a1, M.C.

JIW:eib

cc: Mrs. Jei__y Poole




G.V. “SONNY" MONTGOMERY COMMITTEES:
3rD DISTRICT, MiSsissirpl ARMED SERw.czs

2184 Ravt

VETERANS' AFFAIRS
House Orrice BuiLbinGg

sl ¢ ngress of the Enited States ™

DISTRICT OFFICE:

At Gooe (801 835-6601 Pouse of Representatives

Wlashington, B.L. 20515

Séptember 24, 1981

Mrs. Sybil Roberts

Director of Public Relations

Baddour Memorial Center

Highway 51 South '
enatobia, Mississippi 38668

Dear Sybil,

This is to acknowledge and thank you for your recent letter
regarding "The Miracles" singing at the White House in
[ ‘ember.

I, too, regret that arrangements cannot be made for this
very special group of people to perform; however, I am gl:
that you will at least be in the area close enough for sor
of us to att ad. For your information, I am circulating
your letter in my office for those who would like to see t 2
group perform in Rockville.

I want to wi h you a most successful tour, and let you know

how extremely proud of the group we are in their represeni :ion
of the state. I am sure they will win the hearts of all those

who hear them, and leave a great message of hope along the way.

If I can be of any further assistance to you, please do nc
hesitate to call on me.

With warm regards, I am,

Sincerely,

A

GVM:sas









