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THE WHITE H.OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 21, 1983 

., 

MEETING WITH: MR. DENNIS A JOYNER, 
NATIONAL COMMANDER 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

DATE: 
LOCATION: 
TIME: 

FROM: 

Thursday, December 22, 1983 
Oval Office 
4:30 p.m. (Administrative Time) 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

I. PURPOSE: 

To meet with Mr. Dennis A. Joyner, National Commander, 
Disabled American Veterans. 

II. BACKGROUND: 

Mr. Dennis A. Joyner of Apollo, Pennsylvania, was 
elected the 198l-1984 National Commander of the Disabled 
American Veterans at their national convention in August, 
1983. The D.A.V. is one of the "big four" veterans' groups 
with a membership of approximately 800,000 veterans disabled 
in service to our Nation. 

Mr. Joyner served in the U.S. Army, 9th Infantry Division, 
in Vietnam. · While on patrol in June, 1969 in the Mekong Delta, 
SP-4 Joyner fell victim to a booby trap explosion and, as a 
result of his wounds, is a triple amputee. For his action, he 
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal and the Purple Heart~ 
Mr. Joyner has long been active in civic and church activities. 
He is a member of community and professional organizations, and 
was appointed by Governor Richard L. Thornburgh to serve on 
Pennsylvania's Vietnam Herbicide Commission. 

III. PARTICIPANTS: 

Mr. Dennis A. Joyner, National Commander, Disabled 
American Veterans 

Hon. Harry N. Walters, Administrator, Veterans Administration 
COL. F. C. Bidgood, USA, Executive Assistant to Mr. Walters 

• 
IV. PRESS PLAN: 

White House Photographer, photo opportunity. 
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V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS : · · 

4:30 p~m. - Guest enter Oval Office. 

4:31 p.m. - President is introduced to guests. 

4:35 p.m. - Guests depart Oval Office. 



TALKING POINTS 

FOR 

DENNIS JOYNER, NATIONAL COMMANDER, DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 

Commander Joyner, it's a real pleasure to meet someone 

who leads an organization with over half a million of America's 

most distinguished citizens - - - veterans disabled in service 

to our nation. 

And you personally have shown such courage and leadership 

that you serve as an example that the heroism of American 

soldiers doesn't end when they leave the battlefield. 

Harry, it's also great to see you again, and to have you 

here while we honor the Disabled American Veterans, and recommit 

ourselves supporting all who have fought for the freedom we 

enjoy. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 28, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: ELLEN JONES, PRESIDENTIAL DIARIST 

FROM: Mor~on C. Blackwell ~ 

SUBJECT: Meeting with the President 

Following is a listing of those individuals who met with the 
President on Thursday, December 22, 1983: 

Mr. Dennis A. Joyner, 
National Commander 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
R.D. #4, Box 401-B 
Apollo, Pennsylvania 15613 

The Honorable Harry N. Walters, 
Administrator 
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
810 Vermont ~venue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

Colonel F. C. Bidgood, USA, 

(412) 727-2272 

(202) 389-3775 

Executive Assistant to the Administrator 
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20420 (202) 389-5351 

Morton c. Blackwell, 
Special Assistant to the President for Public Liaison 

The meeting began at 4:45 p.m. and ended at 4:55 p.m. 

The National Headquarters Address of the D.A.V. is: 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
807 Maine Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

MCB:jet 

(202) 554-3501 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Note 

On Thursday, check with Nell Yates and 
make sure arrangerrents have been set with 
the guards at the South West Gate so that 
they are expecting the car that Joyner 

will be arriving in. 



MEETING WITH DENNIS JOYNER 
NATIONAL CDMMANDER 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
PHOID OP 

Morton BIACKWELL 

1. 4: 30 - Guests enter Oval 
Office 

2. 4:31 - ·" -- introduces: 

Dennis JOYNER 
National Camiander, Disabled 
.Arrerican Veterans 

Hon. Harry WALTERS 
Administrator, Vets' Adrnin. 

Col. F. C. BIDGCX)D, USA 
Exec. Asst. to Mr. Walters 

3. 4 :35 - Guests depart Oval 
Office 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

12/2/83 
?-!EMO RAND UM 

TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.tt4-' 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

.MEETING: with Dennis A. Joyner, National Commander of the 
Disabled American Veterans 

DATE: December 22, 1983 

TIME: 4:30 pm - during Administrative Time 

DURATION: 5 minutes 

:,ocATION: Oval Office 

REi1ARKS REQUIRED: Background to be given in briefing paper 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

FIRST LAtY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

~-. 
White House Photographer 

~OTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECK~!S~ 

... 

cc: R. Darman c. McCain J. Courtemanche 
R. Deprospero J. Rosebush '· 
K. Duberstein R. Scouten 
B. Elliott B. Shaddix 
D. Fischer w. Sittrnann 
c. Fuller L. Speakes 
w. Henkel WHCA Audio/Visual 
E. Hickey WHCA Operation!: 
G. Hodges A. Wrobleski 

Nell Yates 

., 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM NOVEMBER 4, 1983 

TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOIN'I1MENTS AND SCHEDULING 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

EVENT: Meeting with Mr. Dennis A. Joyner, 1983-1984 
National Commander of the Disabled American 
Veterans. : 

DATE: OPEN 

LOCATION: The White House 

BACKGROUND: See attached 

YOUR REC;rmNDATION: 

Accept.);!5 Regret __ Surrogate 
Priority 
Routine --

A,':'.- ,"."'\,::--• ' .·· · ... : '.,, r.--;·•T· ...,. 
! . ' . I f· i ·.., ~, ;f ~ ,,' " , ~·.-i. fi b •«~1,,~•-· ~ ...t ~-41 ) t, . . 

. ~ate. /t11- l)j' •. ·: 
Ttme u• '/ · .,. 0 

~' 
.Date_,~-~ 

-,,-L-l_____FJi 

/ltl,t,w,. 7,,k 

Message __ Other 

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS: 

The President should accept. This is a good group--one of 

. ti the "big four" veterans' organizations. Jackfc-courtemanche 

RESPONSE DUE 11-10-83 ----------
Sarah Lon~=✓/./ . TO 
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USER: 
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Office of the Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

~ Veterans 
Administration 

October 28, 1983 

The President 
'Ihe White House 
Washington, OC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

Mr. Dennis A. Joyner of Apollo, Pennsylvania, was 
elected the 1983-1984 National Commander of the Disabled 
American Veterans at their national convention in August 
of this year. 'Ihis organization's membership consists of 
nearly 800,000 distinguished Americans; veterans disabled 
in service to our Nation. 

Mr. Joyner served in the U.S. Army, 9th Infantry 
Division, in Vietnam. While on patrol in June 1969 in 
Vietnam's Mekong J:elta, he 'became a triple amputee due to 
a 1:x:x:>by trap explosion. For his action he received the 
Bronze Star 1-i:rlal and the Purple Heart. He has long 'been 
active in civic and church activities, is a member of 
corranunity and professional organizations, and was 
ap_EX)inted by Governor Richard L. Thornburgh to serve on 
Pennsylvania's Vietnam Herbicide Commission. 

I "-Uuld very much appreciate your receiving Mr. 
J·oyner for a brief courtesy call at the White F.ouse. His 
schedule, after Novenil::>er 3, is flexible and anytime at 
your convenience would be satisfactory. His J:X)sition, 
personal history, patriotism, and dedication to our Nation 
compels me to encourage this meeting. I would plan to 
accompany :tv.ir. Joyner during the visit. 

Thank you for your favorable consideration to this 
request. 

Fespectfully yours, 

F.ARRY N. WALTERS 
Administrator 

------- -·---- ,--.--.-~-- ~--•-.--.---- _ _,,_ ______ ------ ' .--··· -- ··· -- ·---- ~- -· .. .. . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR., DIRECTOR 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION 

NOVEMBER 4, 1983 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION: 

EVENT: Meeting with Mr. Dennis A. Joyner, 1983-1984 
National Commander of the Disabled American 
Veterans · · 

DATE: OPEN 

LOCATION: The Whit~ House 

BACKGROUND: See attached 

YOUR RECrNDATION: 

Acceptr Regret __ Surrogate 
. Priority 

Routine --

Message __ Other 

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS: 

The President should accept. This .is a good group--one of 

the "big four" veterans' organizations. . ttf . ' 
Jack L. Courtemanche 

RESPONSE DUE 11-1.0-83 ---------- TO 
Sarah Loni~. / ./ , 
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Veterans 
Administration 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, re 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

.:;:j'-// OP(..::>.:, 

Office ofthe Administrator 
of Veterans Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

Octol:::er 28, 1983 

Mr. Dennis A. Joyner of Apollo, Pennsylvania, was 
elected the 1983-1984 National Connnander of the Disabled 
American Veterans at their nat~onal convention in August 
of this year. 'Ihis organization's membership consists. of 
nearly. 800,000 distinguished Americans; veterans disabled 
in service to our Nation. 

Mr. Joyner served in the U.S. Army, 9th Infantry 
Division, in Vietnam. While on patrol in June 1969 in 
Vietnam's V~kong Delta, he became a triple amputee due to 
a booby trap explosion. For his action he received the 
Bronze Star r-~al and the Purple Heart. He has long been 
active in civic and church activities, is a member of 
community and professional organizations, and was 
appointed by Governor Richard L. Thornburgh to serve on 
Pennsylvania's Vietnam Herbicide Commission. 

I would very much appreciate your receiving Mr. 
J·oyner for a brief courtesy call at the lihite f!.ouse. His 
schedule, after November 3, is flexible and anytime at 
your convenience would be satisfactory. His position, 
personal history, patriotism, and dedication to our Nation 
compels me to encourage this meeting. I would plan to 
accompany t-'ir. J9yner during the visit. 

Thank you for your favorable consideration to this 
request. 

Respectfully yours, 

HARRY N. WALTERS 
Administrator 

'-· 
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