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TEXT OF
PRESIDENT REAGAN'S

REVISED VOLUNTARY PRAYER AMENDMENT

ARTICLE

"Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohibit individual or group prayer in public schools or
other public institutions. No person shall be required
by the United States or by any State to. participate in
prayer. Nor all the United States or any State cor ose

the words of any prayer to be said in public schools."
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You are, of course, free to chart an independent course.
And I wish you well.

Sincerely,
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MORTON C. BLACKWELL
Special Assistant to the President

for Public Liaison
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Chrierian Voice Proposal #1

Section 1- Nothing in this Constitution shall be
construed to prohibit individual or group nonsectarian
prayer in public schools. No person, unit of governme
or school shall be required by the United States or ar
State to participate in such prayer. Nor shall the
Unit | States or any State draft the content of such

prayer.

Section 2- Nothing in this Constitution shall be
construed to prohibit equal access to the use of publi
school facilities by voluntary student groups based on
the religious content of speech.









National Association of Evangelical's Draft

Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed to
prohibit prayer or other religious activity in public
schools. Neither the United States nor any State shal
require any person to participate in prayer or other
religious activity, or prescribe the content of any
prayer or other religious activity.

Cor 3»nt: The chief problem with this language is
that it would prohibit a school board from choosing or
authorizing that a particular prayer be recited in a ¢ 1ss-
room. I think the language could be improved if the 1 st
phrase read:

"or draft the content of any such prayer or other
religious activity."

This would prevent school boards from rafting pr ye:
but still allow them the option to implement a prayer com-
posed by parents or an interfaith panel of clergymen.




































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 23, 1982

MEMOR2 DJUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE

THRU: DIANA LOZANO
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL %,
SUBJECT: Voluntary School Prayer Supporters

Attached is a list of organization leaders and other
. Americ ns who have expressed their support for volun-
prayer. Virtually all should be enthusiastic for an
backed constitutional amendment.

This list should, of course, not be released. Some 1
endorse the wording we come up with. Others are lists
affiliations for identification only because their b
not yet acted formally on this topic.
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Once we have a specific draft, this iist could be greatly

expanded. This idea unifies almost all of our grass:

ots

supporters and will force some of our foes to damage themse

no matter how they vote on passage of our amendment.
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Pablo Sedillo, Director
U. S. Catholic Conference
1312 Mass. Ave. N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

srnando de Baca, Chairman
Latin American Ig. Assoc.
311 Mass. Ave. N. E.
Washington, D. C. 20002

Hect Berrito, Chaiman

U. S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
829 Soutlwest Blvd.

Kansas City, Missouri 64108

Rudolpho Balli Sanchez, Director
National Coalition of Hispanics
Mental Health and Human Services Organization
COSSMHO
1015 15th St. N. W. Suite 402
Was" ' gton, D. C. 20005














