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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 10, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL %
SUBJECT: Letters on School Prayer and Balanced 1dge
Amendments

Attached is a letter from our good friend Walt Longye :, whe

is working with organizations strongly supporting the
President's proposed Voluntary School Prayer Amendment

and the Balanced Budget - Tax Limitation Amendment which

has been "endorsed" by the Administration through Congressional
testimony of Dave Stockman.

I believe it would be very helpful for the President to writ
letters to Martha Rountree, President of Leadership ? :I 1,
and Senator Helms on these two topics.

Longye : attached drafts of proposed letters to be si_.ed
by the President.

I would appreciate your arranging for these drafts, ¢
appropriately modified letters, to be signed by the
President and sent to Miss Rountree and Senator Helms.





















For Chnist and
His Kingdom ge

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

July 21, 1982

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole

Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mrs. Dole:

Recently I received a photograph of the luncheon held
at The White House on Tuesday, April 13, 1982.

For our part, we are seeking to do what we can to
encourage initiative in the private sector in meeting
the economic and social needs of our fellow citizens.
Because of our character as a Christian college, we
also are seeking to meet the spiritual needs of those
with whom we come into contact.

Sincerely yours,

/ 4 '
pm— b
K / »
SON T. ERDING
President

WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60187 * 312/682-5000

{
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 9, 1982

Dear Dr. Janney:

Thank you for your kind comments in
your last letter. Although it will
ultimately depend on God's will- for
Conservatives to stay in power, it

will depend a great deal on the efforts
of you and many other Americans. -
I enjoy speaking but we do not have an
ample budget. Mrs. Dole enjoys speak-
ing to Christian groups and I encour-
age you to write to her.

I also want to congratulate you on
your nomination to participate with
the Task Force on Private Sector Init-
iatives. Your help will be greatly
appreciated by many. '

sincerely, . .

Hiit © Gockorld)

Morton C. Blac well
Special Assistant to the Pr
for Public Liaison

Dr. Al Janney, President
American Association of
Christian Schools
1017 N. School St.
Normal, Il. 61761

ident






JACKSON, WALKER, WINSTEAD, CANTWELL & MILLER
ATTORNEYS aND COUNSEL.ORS
43RD FLOOR FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

DALLAS, TEXAS 75202

{(214) 855-291)

655-2002 August 16, 1982

CABLE-JWAL
TELEX-73-385
TELE NER-{214) 6

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

Thank you very much for furnishing to me copies £ the
proposed Voluntary School Prayer Amendment to the Constitution
and the proposed Tuition Tax Credit Bill. I am stror ly in
favor of each of the measures.

For some time now I have intended to send a letter to the
President commending him for his outstanding leadership.
Regardless of what is read in the press and regardless of
politically inspired critical remarks made by members £ the
Democratic Party, the vast majority of people in this Country
give him extremely high marks as our leader. He is especially
to be com :nded for "sticking to his guns" in connecti« with
promises ade during the time that he campaigned f : the
office. He remains alone in being a president who ti1 es to
fulfill campaign promises, regardless of how his part , the
Congress ¢ his advisors try to change his mind. I commend and
encourage him to continue to strive to attain the gc¢ Lls of
reducing inflation, making our Country stronger militarily and
returning our Country to the basic values upon which tE was
built. I continue to pray for him daily.

With kindest regards, I am

Ve~ '~ s~vra. s

M./ DOUGLAS ADKINS

MDA/nbl

-2032
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

On Page 4, paragraph 2, replace the word '"conditions"
with the word "decisions". What we want to emphasize
is local self government. Thus the word decisions.

We should not introduce the concept of local conditions
because this plays into the hands of those who create
horror stories about theoretical, conceivable abuses

in areas where one denomination or another predominates.

On Page 4, paragraph 3, I strongly suggest that we
print the entire text of the amendment, set off in
reduced margins in the Issue Update. This will make
the Issue Update more useful as a reference for our
friends. -

On Page 4, paragraph 3, insert the word '"at". This
addition will make the sentence end a little more
smoothly.

On Page 5, paragraph 1, this paragraph should be
changed to read "Furthermore, while the amendment does
not require school authorities to permit, to conduct,
or to lead prayer, it permits them to choose. If they
decide to permit prayer, the selection of the particul
circumstances would be left to the judgment . ",
The issue of government sponsored prayers is adequately
discussed later in the Issue Update. - The original
text of this paragraph would be seized upon by opponents
of the amendment who are looking for ways to suggest
great danger of sectarian abuses in the designation of
authorized prayers.

On Page 5, paragraph 3, insert the word "voluntary".
Again, the construction "voluntary prayer'" is stronger.

On Page 5, paragraph 4, strike the words '"a coerced vow
to" and replace with '"any expression of". I suspect
this may have originally been intended to refer to a
"vow', In any case, we should not insert the negative
term "coerced" into our paper. Far better to refer to
"protected expressions".

On Page 5, paragraph 5, replace the word "infringed"”
with the word "abridged'". What is at issue here is not
an encroachment but a prohibition. Abridged is a

On Page 6, paragraph 4, replace the word '"pass'" with
words '"go to'". As we say two paragraphs later, it is

ot necessary for the amendment to pass the House
Judiciary Committee. We could conceivably bring this
matter to a vote in both Houses without prior Committee
passage.



l6.

17.

On Pag 7, paragraph 1, insert "(S. J. Res. 199)".
is important that readers of the Update have at han
the bill numbers in both Houses.

On Page 7, paragraph 2, change the first sentence t

read: In the House, the prime sponsors of the ame
ment (H. J. Res. 493) is ...... . . ". Same reason
above.

On Page 7, paragraph 2, insert "Representative' bef
"Peter Rodino". We owe Congressman Rodino the same
courtesy we gave Congressman Kindness in the previo
sentence. )

It
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