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THE WHITE HOUL =
WASHINGTON

June 14, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: EDWIN L. HARPER
FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

FROM: Stephen H. Galebagfbe”
Morton C. Blackwell )j/.
SUBJECT: House Action on "Equal Access Act”

Congressman Carl Perkins has scheduled hearings
June 16, on Congressman Trent Lott's bill which would, in
effect, prohibit discrimination against student group use
of school facilities on the grounds of the religious orient -
tion of such groups.

In a recent letter to Senator Thurmond, the President
repeated his endorsement not only of his Constitutional
Amendment but of the concept embodied in bills by Sena  r
Denton and Senator Hatfield which are similar to Congressman
Lott's Bill, H.R. 2732.

It was very unexpected for Congressman Perkins to
schedule these hearings. We think it is very appropriate
for the President to respond to Congressman Perkins'
initiative.

Attached is a draft letter which we suggest be forward 1
to I n Duberstein for possible signing by the President.

1 Attachment a/s



DRAFT LETTER FOR PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE

The Honorable Carl D. Perkins,
Chairman

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
Suite #2181 - Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am pleased to hear that your subcommittee has schedi 13
hearings on June 16, 1983, to consider H.R. 2732, the Egual
Access Act. As you know, I strongly support the concept
embodied in this bill, and I commend you for taking swift
action to consider this problem.

Americans have a strong tradition of respect for
religious 1lit rty. We need to uphold this tradition above
all in our public schools, which are designed to transmit the
best of our values to our young people. Conflicting decisions
by lower courts have left school administrators uncertain :
to whether they ought to treat voluntary religious g; ips on
an equal basis with other voluntary extracurricular organiza-
tions. I believe that Congress should resolve the uncertainty
by giv: g full protection to First Amendment rights as described
by the Supreme Court in Widmar v. Vincent.

I realize that there are several possible approaches t
this problem, and I look forward to working with your sub-

t \

concerned.



No issue is more important than the constitutional
rights of young Americans, and I hove that the full commiti e
will be prepared to bring the issue to the floor of the
House for consideration in time for final passage in this
session of the Congress.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan












MEMORANDUM
TO: All Area Coordinators for School Prayer Day 1982
FROM: Sam Walker, Chairman, ph. (w)224-2766 or 2946, (h)751-5298, and

Sally Reed, Co-Chairman, ph. (w)546-3000, (h)241-

I. OUTREACH COORDINATOR: Roy Jones, Moral Majority, ph. (w)484-7511
(h)971-1072
a. Local information chairman: Rebecca Secrist, ph. (w)484-7511

b. National information chairman: Gary Unger, ph. (w) (804)528-0070
c. Transportation/Housing chairman: Lisa Judson, ph. (w)484-7511
d. Ministerial Advisory Chairman: Rev. John Metcalfe

II. CELEBRITIES COORDINATOR: Ken Cox, D.C. Firefighters Association,

ph. (w)635-5800 and 678-9765
(h) 780-2462

a. Entertainment chairmen:

1. Religious leaders and Celebrities: Gary Jarman, Christian Voice
ph. (w)544-5202 (h)281-73"

2. Musical Performers: Alan Pylés, Benjamin Berman Co.
ph. (w)621-1866 (h)248-2522

b. Legislative chairmen:
1. House side: Dave Hoppe, Republican Whip's Office, ph. (w)225-0197
2. Senate side: Jim Hinish, Senate Republican Policy Cammittee

ph. (w) 224-2767 or 2946

IIT. PROMOTIONAL COORDINATOR: Peter Gemma, National Pro-Life PAC
ph. (w)536-7650

ph. (W) 224-3050

b. Print—up and send-out: Moral Majority



LOGISTICS COORDINATOR: Sam Pimm, Young Americans for Freedam
ph. (w)450-5162, (h)751-6778
a. Permits: Sally Reed and I are taking care of this.

b. Sound Enginneer: Bill Livingston, Senate Rep lican Conference
ph. (w)224-2757 or 3050
(h) 354-3028
c. Decorations chairman: Jean Morrison, ph. (h)560-6147

d. Comforts chairman: Jack Howard, Congressman Bab Walker's Office
ph. (w)225-2411

SECURITY COORDINATOR: Lilly Dollinger, College Republicans
ph. (w)484-6527
a. Assistant: Bob Lauterberg, House Republican Study Committee
ph. (w)225-0587

PROPS COORDINATOR: Helen White, Senate Republican Steering Committee
ph. (w)224-5597



conrirming telephone ce¢ L:

C 1dle Lighting Ceremony - School Prayer 9-25-{
12:30 State Dining Room ' '

. ditional cuest list:

Mrs. Jane Walker (703)759-5916 Secretary James Watt, nte:
9412 Jeffrey Road
Great Falls, VA 22066

Mr. Mark Caulk 543-6406
648 Independence Avenue S. E.
Washington, D. C. 20003

Additional children,

'ick Messing 10-22-75 (invitation to Susan Messing you already has
His sister Cami is one of the candle lighte )

5s Natasha Shields, 8-18-74 ) . . . .
ster Kendrick Roff Shields 8-27-73) Lfhvitation being sent to Mrs. dith
Shields already on your 1list

Ma r Peter Fitzgerald (telephoned to you - coming with Mrs. Helen
June 30, 1973 Blackwell)















PARTICIPANTS

Miss Sally Reed of Virginia, Chairman
Rev. & Mrs. James Robison of Texas, National Prayer Committe
Mr. Pat Boone, Rally Master of Ceremonies

Mr. & Mrs. Roosevelt Grier, Rally Speaker

Mr. Peter Gemma, National Pro-Life & Overall Rally Coordinat
Dr. Jerry Falwell

Rabbi David Ben-Ami

Mrs. Connie Mafshner, Pro-Family Coalition

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Weyrich & others
Secretary & Mrs. James Watt
Congressional Members who invited the President to the Rally

Senator Orrin Hatch (Senate Subcommittee on
the Constitution)

Senator Jesse Helms (S. 1742 Sponsor)
Senator Strom Thurmond (S. 199 Sponsor)
Representative R. Beard (H.R. 6957 Sponsor)
Re—resentative Phil Crane (H.R. 2347 f-onsor)

Repr ¢ 1t tive T. Kindness (H.R. 33 Spor »>r)

Repr sentative Robert Walker (Amendment 202 to H.R.
4169 Sponsor)
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ourselves off from this indispensable source of strength and
guidance.

I think it would be a tragedy for us to deny our children
'.what the rest of us in and out of government find so valuable.
If the President of the United States can pray with others in
Oval Office -- as I have on many occasions -- then let's make
certain that our children have the same right as they go about
preparing for their futures and the future of this country. |,

And now I understand we are to light some candles.



Lonrirming telepnone cailli:
Candle Lighting Ceremony - School Prayer 9-25-82
12:30 State Dining Room o

.tional cuest 1list:

5. Jane Walker (703)759-5916 Secretary James Watt, 1terio

9412 Jeffrey Road
Great Falls, VA 22066

Mr. Mark Caulk 543-6406
648 Independence Avenue S. E.
Washington, D. C. 20003

Addit: nal children,

rick Messing 10-22-75 (invitation to Susan Messing you already hax
His sister Cami is one of the candle lighte

Miss Natasha Shields, 8-18-74 ) . . . .
. . Invitation being sent to Mrs. iith
Master Kendrick Roff Shields 8-27-73) shields already on your St

Master Peter Fitzgerald (telephoned to you - coming with Mrs. He! 1
June 30, 1973 Blackwell)



































