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May 27, 1982

The President's proposed Voluntary
School Prayer Amendment has been
introduc | in both houses of
Congress.

i@ Amendment is sponsored in the
U. S. Senate by Senator J. Strom
Thurmond of South Carolina :

» J. Res. 199.

In the House of Representatives
it is spoc ored by Co: ressman
Thomas N. Kindness of Ohio as
H. J. Res. 493.

Sincerely,

Wotn &

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison



May 21, 1982

On ay 17, the President sent to the Congress his
rroposed. amendment to the Constitution which would
restore the freedom of our citizens to offer prayer
in our n»ublic schools and institutions.

I have enclosed for your information the following
ite s: :

1. A copy of the President's proposed amend-
ment.

2. A legal analysis of the amendment prepared
by the Justice Department's Office of Legal
Poiicy.

3. A set of questions and answers relating to
the amendment.

Il pe you will find this information helpful in
articulating the President's proposals and objectives
on his very important issue.

Sincere}y,

; Elizabeth
Assistant to tl¥e President
for Public Liaison

Enclosures















THE ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
RELATING TO
SCHOOL PRAYER

May 14, 1982
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B. Availability of Prayer

The intent of the préposed amendment 1is tg leave
the decisions regarding prayer to the state or local school
authorities and to the individuals themselves, who may
choose whether they wish to pafticipate. The proposed
amendment would not require school authorities to condugt or
lead pray ', but would permit them to do so if desired.
Group prayers could be led by teachers or students.
Alternatively, if the school authorities decided not to
conduct a group prayer, they would be free to accommodate
the students' interest in individual or group prayer by
permitting, for example, prayer meetings outside of class
hours or student-initiated prayer at appropriafe,
nondisruptive times, such as a brief prayer at the sta of
class or grace before meals. School authorities could, of
coursg,Adevelop reasonable regulations governing the periods

of prayer, in order to maintain proper school discipline.

The language of the proposed amendment would
remove the prohibition on prayer imposed by judicial
construction of the First Amendment, but is not intended to
create a new, affirmative constitutional right to prayer.

11 z
Amendment's guarantees of free exercise of religion ar
freedom ¢ speech, although most courts considering the
gquestion have rather narrowly construed the Free Exerc: =2

~lause as applicable only in the case of an "inexérable






































