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Just as Benjamin Franklin believed it was beneficial
fur the Constitutional Convention to begin each day's work
with a prayer, 1 believe that it would be beneficial for
our children to have an opportunity to begin each school

y in the same manner. Since the law has been construéd
to prohibit this, I believe that the law should be chz ed.
It is time for the people, throﬁgh their Congress and e
state legislatures, to act, using the means afforded t m
by the Constitution.

The amendment I propose will remove the bar to s¢ >l
prayer established by the Supreme Court and a;low pra: *°

.ck iﬁ our schools. However, -the amendment also exp: ssly
affirms the right of anyone to refrain from prayer. The
amendment will allow ci 1wunities to determine for ther :2lves
whether prayer should be permitted in their public schools
and to allow individuals to decide for themselves whe' er -
they wish to participate in prayer.

I am confident that such an amendment will be quickly
;dopted, for the Qast majority of our people believe  3re
is a need for prayer in our public scheools and institutidns.

look ferward to working with Congress to achieve the

passage of this amendment.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
May 17, 1982.



JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United

States.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatir=-

of *he Unit~4 States of Ameri~~ i~ _Congress ~e=e~mhlad

(two-thirds of each House concurring therein), That the

following article is hereby proposed as an amendment to
the Cénstitution of the United States, which shall be
valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Consti-
tution if ratified by the legislatqres of three-fourths
of the several States within seven years frpm the date_of

its submission to the States by the Congress:
"ARTICLE

"Nothing in this Constitution shali-be construed
to prohibit individual or group prayef in publiec schools
or other public institutions. NO person shall be require
by e United States or by any State to participate in

prayer."
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All of these activities are voluntary, and in no way
infringe wupon the rights of those who do not wit to
participate; yet each of these activities has been forbidden
as a result of the Supreme Court decisions.

Although it 1is true that some local authorities might
draft prayers, as some did before the 1962 Supreme >urt
decision, such action would not violate the right of
others, because the proposed amendment protects all pe sons
from being required to participate in prayer.

The status of the amendment

In order to become part of the Constitution, the
amendment must first go to the House and Senate Judiciary
Committees, and then be approved by two thirds of the
members of both houses.

The two Senate sponsors of the amendment (S.J. Res.
199) are Strom Thurmond, chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, and Orrin Hatch, a member of that committee.
Hearings before the committee are scheduled for the last
week in July, with mark-up and a final vote tentat vely
planned for August. If that schedule is adhered to, it 1is
possible that the amendment could come to a vote in the full
Senate by this fall, ’

In the House, the prime sponsor of the amendment i.J.
Res. 493) is Rep. Tom Kindness, who has secured 35
co-sponsors for the amendment. The chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee -- Rep. Peter Rodino -- has failed to
schedule any hearings or mark-ups, and apparently inter 3 to
block the amendment from even coming to a vote in the
Committee.

The only way to circumvent the House Judiciary
Committee is to secure 218 signatures of House members on
what is called a "discharge petition"” which Rep. Kir 1ess
plans to file. If successful, the petition would bring the
¢ >:ndment to the House floor, where a vote could th be
taken.

The final stage 1in the ratification process 1is for
three—-quarters of the State 1legislatures to approve the
amendment, at which time it would become part of the

Unlike other 1legislation, constitutional amendments,
once passed by Congress, do not come to the President for
his signature. However, President Reagan wants the Congress
to approve the amendment expeditiously.
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Conclusion

In the President's May 17 letter to Cor ress
introducing the school prayer amendment, the President 1id:
"The amendment will allow...individuals to decide for
themselves whether they wish to participate in prayer.”

Thus, the fundamental issue 1is whether or not a free
people, wunder their Constitution, will ©be entitle to
exercise the freedom to express their religious faith in the
form of prayer. This 1long cherished 1liberty -- so deeply
imbedded in the history and traditions of the United ¢ 1ites
——- 1is one which the President 1s committed to restoring.
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