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March 9, 1983

Dear Friends:

You are gathered for a solemn and urgent purpose
and my heart and prayers are with you.

The theme of this Midwestern Right to Life
Convention, "Color Us Human in Chicago '83,"
is especially appropriate, and I applaud your
selection of Congressman Henry J. Hyde as the
honoree of Convention '83. His has been an
unfailing commitment to our mutual goals of
protection of the unborn.

I have long admired your courage, determination,
and dedicated championship of this vital cause.

As you know, I personally believe that interrxupt-
ing a pregnancy is the taking of a human life, and
can be justified only in self-defense -- that is,
if the mother's own life is in danger.

I share your hope that someday soon our laws will
reaffirm this principle. We've worked together
for a long time, and, like vou, I am hopeful that
we will soon see a solution to this difficult
problem. ~

Nancy joins me in extending our best wishes and
warmest regards.
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Executive Director
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Bj ) Lite Convention '83
Illinois Right to Life Committee, Inc.
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THE WHITE HOL " £

WASHINGTCOCN

March 28, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

FROM

MORTON C. BLACKWELL WZB / MOS

SUBJECT: Proposed Presidential Article on Human Life

I think this is an excellent article. I suggest the
following changes:

1.

On page 1, second paragraph, second sentence, strike
the words "including one" and replace with "whether
or not". This makes clear the sense of the sentence.

On page 8, fourth paragraph, I suggest omitting the
fourth sentence " It is not for us to decide who is
worthy to live and who is not". What is at issue
here is innocent human life. We do not want these
words thrown back at the President in an argument
over the death penalty.

On page 9, next to last paragraph. My understanding
is that salt solution abortions have been outlawed
in certain areas. To be safe I suggest we omit the
words " in all fifty states".

On page 10, first paragraph, third full sentence, I
suggest we add the word valid so that the sentence
begins "Is there any valid question...".

On page 11, next to last paragraph, change the last
sentence to read as follows "If the Supreme Court took
another look at Roe v. Wade, and considered the real
issue between the sanctity of life ethic and the
quality of life ethic, it could and should change its
mind once again."
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1983

FOR: EDWIN L. HARPER

FROM: MICHAEL M. UHLMANN

SUBJECT: Article for the President to Publish in Human Life
Review

We have a good draft article for the President, which was
prepared with help from Speechwriting.
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Quick publication would be a big plus for the President. The
Catholic Bishops will issue their pastoral letter the 1lst of May,
and they will try to make pro-life and nuclear freeze a package.
HLR promises to have the article out before the pastoral letter,
to frame the pro-life issue in our terms rather than the
political opposition's. _

I have included footnotes for reference purposes, but I
suggest they be deleted for publication.
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Abortion concerns not Jjust the unborn child, it concer: very
one of us. The English poet, John Donne wrote: "Any man's
death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind, and
therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls
for thee."

We cannot diminish tk value of one category of human life -- the
unborn -- without diminishing the value of all human life. We
saw tragic proof of this truism last year when the Indiana courts
allowed the starvation death of "Baby Doe" in Bloomington because
the child had Down's Syndrome.

Many of our fellow citizens grieve over the loss of life

that has followed Roe v. Wade. Margaret Heckler, soon after

being nominated to head the largest department of our government,
Health and Human Services, taidian audience that she believed
abortion’ to be the greatest moral crisis facing our country today.
And the revered Mother Teresa, who works in the streets of
Calcutta ministering to dying people in her world-famous mission
of mercy, has said that "the greatest misery of our time is the
generalized abortion of children.”

Over the first two years of my Administration I have
closely followed and assisted efforts in Congress to reverse
tl > - , )
citizens responding to an urgent moral crisis. Regrettably,
I have also s :n the massive efforts of those who, under the

banr : of "fi1 =2dom of choice," have so far k" >cked every effort

to reverse nationwide abortion-on-demand.



Despite the formidable obstacles before us, we must not
lose heart. This is not the first time our country has been
divided by a Supreme Court decision that denied the value

of certain human lives. The Dred Scott decision of 1857 was

not overturned in a day, or a year, or even a decade. At first,
only a minority of Americans recognized and deplored the moral
crisis brought aboﬁt by denying the full humanity of our black
brothers and sisters; but that minority persisted in théir vision
and finally prevailed. They did it by appealing to the hearts
and minds of their countrymen, to the truth of human dignity under
God. From their example, we know that respect for the sacred value
of human life is toé deeply engrained in the hearts of our people
to remain forever suppressed. But the great majority of the
American people have not yet made their voices heard, and we
cannot expect them to -~ any more than the public voice arose
against slavery -- until the issueiis clearly framed and presented.
What, then, is the real issue? I have often said that when we
talk about abortion, we aré talking about two lives -- the life
of the mother and the life of the unborn child. Why else do we
call a pregnant woman a mother? I have also said that anyone who

doesn't feel sure whether we are talking about a second human life

know whether a body is alive or dead, you would r s¢ bury it. I
think this consideration itself should be enough for all of us to

insist on protecting the unborn.
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with "consciousness of self” re human beings. Or such writer
has followed this deadly logic and conclucded that "shocking as
it may seem, a newly born infant is not a human being." 2

A Nobel Prize winning scientist has suggested that if a
handicapped child "were not declared fully human until three
days after birth, then all parents could be allowed the choice."3
In other words, "quality control"” to see if newly born human
beings are up to snuff.

Obviously, some influential people want to deny that every
human life has intrinsic, sacred worth. They insist that a
member of the human race must have certain gualities before they
accord him or her status as a "human being.”

Events have borne out the editorial in a California medical

journal which explained three years before Roe v. Wade that the

social acceptance of abortion is a "defiance of the long-held
Western ethic of intrinsic and equal value for every human life
regardness of its stage, condition, or status."4

Every legislator, every doctor, and every citizen needs to
recognize that the real issue is whether to affirm and protect
the sanctity of all human life, or to embrace a social ethic where
some human lives are valued and others are not. As a nation, we

must choose between the sanctity of life ethic and the gquality of

I hav no trouble identifying the ar w~er our nation has
always given to this basic question, and the answer that I
hope and pray it will give in the future. America was founded
by n 1 1ad women who shared a visic of tk value of each 1d

every individual. They stated thi vi ion clearly { >m the very
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start in the Declaration of Independence, using words that every

schoolboy and schoolgirl can recite:

W 10ld these truths to t self-evident, that all men
g created equal, that tt 7 are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

We fought a terrible war to guarantee that one category
of mankind -- black people in America =-- could not be denied
the inalienable rights with which their Creator endowed them.
The great champion of the sanctity of all human life in that day,
Abraham Lincoln, gave us his assessment of the Declaration's
purpose. Speaking of the framers of that noble document, he
said:

"This was their majestic interpretation of the
economy of the Universe. This was their lofty,
and wise, and noble understanding of the justice
of the Creator to His creatures. Yes, gentle-
men, to all His creatures, - to the whole great
family of man. In their enlightened belief,
nothing stamped with the divine image and like-
ness was sent into the world to be trodden on

. . They grasped not only the whole race of
man then living, but they reached forward and
seized upon the farthest posterity. They
erected a beacon to guide their children and
their children's children, and the countl ss
myriads who should inhabit the earth in other
ages."5

He warned also of the danger we would face if we closed our eyes
to the value of life in any category of human beings:

I 1: 3

Declaration of Indepenc res that

all n n are equal upon principle and making

exceptions to it where will it stop. If one man

says it does not mean a Negro, why not another say

it does not mean some other man? 6

When Congressman John A. Bingham of Ohio drafted the
Fourteenth Amendment to gu: antee the rights of life, liberty,

and property to all human beings, he explained that all are
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people have already taken heroic steps, often at great per§onal
sacrifice, to provide for unwed mothers. I recently spoke about
a young pregnant woman named Victoria, who said, "In this society
we save whales, we save timber wolves and bald eagles and Coke
bottles. Yet, everyone wanted me to throw away my baby." She
has been helped by Sav-a-life, a group in Dallas, which provides
a way for unwed mothers to preserve the human life within them
when they might otherwise be tempted to resort to abortion. I
think also of House of His Creation in Coatesville, Pennsylvania,
where a loving couple has taken in almost 200 young women in the
past ten years. They have seen, as a fact of life, that the
girls are not better off having abortions than saving their
babies. I am also reminded of the remarkable Rossow family of
Ellington, Connecticut, who have opened their hearts and their
home to nine handicapped adopted and foster children.
The Adolescent Family Life Program, adopted by Congress at the

request of Senator Jeremiah Denton, has opened new opportunities for

wWwe - mothers to ¢ ve t“}ir chil "ren life. We should not rest
until our entire society echoes the tone of John Powell in the

dedication of his book, Abortion: The Silent Holocaust, a dedica-

_ 1 . ! -3
that you are not alone. There are many of us that truly love
you, who want to stand at your side, and help in any way we can."
And we can echo the always-practical woman of faith, Mother Teresa,

when she says, "If you don't want the little child, that unborn

child, give him to me." We have so y nili s in 7 : lica









NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

BISHOPS’ COMMITTEE FOR PRO-LIFE ACTIVITH
1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. * WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 * 202/659-6673

February 25, 1983

TO: Respect Life/Pro-Life Directors
State Catholic Conference Directors

FROM: Reverend Edward M. Bryce

RE: Annual Meeting

In a 1982 mailing I asked your preference for date and
location for the national meeting. The return mail did not pro-
vide a mandate for either D.C. in March or Orlando in July. Thus,
we will go with an alternate date:

Date: May 3-5, 1983
Location: Conrad Hilton Hotel

This meeting dovetails with the Bishops' special meeting on
the War and Peace pastoral, which will take place in the Palmer |‘=E;

House in Chicago, May 2-3.

The Palmer House 1s enable to meet our meeting needs, but we
have been able to secure meeting space and accommodations with the
Conrad Hilton Hotel. Hotel reservation forms are being printed and
will be sent to you within the next two weeks. The cut-off date
for room reservations is April 18. For those who perfer to phone
in their reservations, we have been given group rates of $52/single;
$68/double or twin. In order to receive these rates you must iden-
tify yourself as part of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops

meeting.

Conrad Hilton

720 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60605
Tel: 312/922-4400

A tentative agenda follows for your convenience when securing
travel reservations and accommodations.

These annual meetings, I believe, have been mutually beneficial.
For certain they have helped in the on-going implementation of the
Pastoral P in for Pro-Life Activities. I encourage you to attend
this year's meeting. If there are special circumstances that are
presently an obstacle for your attending and you want to discuss the
matter with me privately and confidentially, please call at your

convenience.

As in the past, -the meeting is a closed meeting, i.e., not open
to the press. Also the primary participants are the Diocesan Pro-Life

and Respect Life Directors as well as the Stat Catholic Coni rence
Directors and their associates. I fully respect your decision to
include your associates in your diocesan delegation. Other people
interested in the meeting who are not identified as diocesan asso-
ciates will not be admitted to the work scssions.

, I cts ttl

Senator Hatch's Supcommiti L1 it
on the Hatch amendment (now S.J. Res. 3) on February 28 and Marcn /.
A more complete report on this and other legislative developments

will be sent to you in a few days.

I look forward to our gathering in Chicago. Best wishes. .

































































