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Government had promlised that a Bill based on the Select Commibtee
recommendations would be presented to Farliament,

¥r, Dan Jones:? The House wikl have noted that the Minister keeps
referring to what hls Department will do or has done. . I must ask
nim - it is & fair question - why the promise given to the House that
the Government would accept responsibility and bring in a Bill of
this dQescription, relieving a private Member of the necessity, has
not been met.

Mr, Moyle: Neither my right hon., Friend, nor I has ever given suech
an undertaking.

Hr. Dan Jones: Certainly, yes.
Mr. Moyle: Nor

¥r, Dan Jones: On a pcint of order, Mr. Deputy Speaker, The former
Government Chief Whip, my right hon, Priend and Member for BermJndsey
(Mr. Mellian) has given me that undertaking this week.

HANSARD Febmary 25, 19770

Cols 1811 - 12),

Finally, the Second Reading was carrie by 170 votes to 132.
BLRLY DAY MOTION, 1977

It scon became obvious that the Government had no intention
of allowing adequate time for the Bill to go through its various
stages to allow it to reach the statute bock, They had no intention
of honouring their promise.

T e & rt ~—# Sir George Sinclair led the pro-abortionists
on the Standling Committee in trying to talk the Bill out. As a
result, Bill Benyon and his supporters sat through four ccmplete
night sessions and finally completed the Committee stages.

Even so, the Government refused time for the final debates and
the Bill fell. In the meantime, however, Six Labour NTS had launched
an Early Day Motion calliing on the Government to honour its promise,
This collect:ed support from all sides of the House - but the Governmen

did nothing.

DDATNR nILL QZR

In futumn 1977 we had no luck in the :rivate Members' ballo*, so

2 Bill wzs intPpoduced under the Ten-Minute Rude by Sir Bernard Braine,
It was a three-point bill to strengthen the conscience clause, lovwer

the upper limit for abortions tu 20 weeks (exceotlng in serious casks
v 1 4 ri y € el

!
P

There was almost no campalgn 1 iding up to the Bill - mainly
beccuse we were not sure precisely what Bralne intended to include
(I had some lengthy arguments with him), Even so, the debate was
won by 381 votes to 172 against.

Nonetheless, it showed the necessity and the effect of grass-—
rcots activities,

.ll.end..“.
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Abortions
accorc ing to Gestation

Engla d and Wales/Residents only

Under Not
Year 9 weeks 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17-19  20-23 24 plus stated
1969 6,644 5,660 6,702 7,014 6,176 4,826 3,422 2,517 1,880 2,984 998 174 832
1670 10,029 9,327 11,553 11,889 9,697 6,980 4,627 3,071 2,327 3,199 796 157 2,310
71 15,700 13,117 15,224 14,804 11,602 7,750 4,707 3,078 2,100 2,948 733 114 2,693

1972 19,844 16,803 18,392 17,012 12,421 8,213 4,930 3,113 1,972 2,566 709 137 2,453
1973 24,053 18,171 18,419 15,899 11,682 7,331 4,339 2,632 1,828 2,383 833 142 2,856
1974 25,172 18,106 18,310 15,378 10,997 6,724 3.937 2,686 1,753 2,261 775 | 3,218
1975 25, 8 17,614 17,546 14,276 10,179 6,292 3 4 2,494 1,734 2,430 ! 124 3,796
1976 25,236 17,179 16,514 13,513 9,663 5,739 3,514 2,282 1,516 2,221 51l 164 3,560
1977 25,227 17,431 16,639 13,921 9,513 5,699 3,486 2,201 1,529 2,284 912 183 3,652

Scotlang
Under 25 Not

Year 10 weeks 10-11  12-13  14-15 16-17  18-19  20-24 weeks + stated
1969 948 874 580 454 335 168 97 7 81
1970 1,498 1,426 963 539 422 198 98 4 106
1971 1,865 1,790 1,135 596 481 218 89 4 154
1972 2,535 2,282 1,262 aA0nL 500 207 88 — 125

173 2,749 2,265 1,177 1 409 183 90 2 32

174 2,849 2,427 1,162 544 339 156 67 1 —
1975 2,742 2,301 1,155 497 342 169 89 5 —
1976 2,825 2,209 1,086 491 338 147 82 4 |

10-13 14-17

1977 3,003 3,320 773 i3 96 5 4
1978 3,078 3,431 698 130 74 3 8
Comment

The claim by pro-abortionists that less than 1 The numbers amount to 23 per week in
per cent of abortinns are carried out between - England, Scotland and Wales — more than 3
the 20th and 28 week of pregnancy rather babies each day, 365 days per year.

obscures : facts.
















































Note: Between 1956 and 1960 Iron Curtain countries including Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary and Poland, liberalised their abortion laws, establishing abortion on demand. They
tightened their laws in the early '70s, since when there has been no increase in abortion deaths.
In the case of Bulgaria, Hungary and Poland maternal deaths due to abortion are now the
lowest in their history:
aria April 1973 abortion law restricted. Czechoslovakia 'y 1973 abo 1 law restricted.
gary Januarv |, 1974, abortion law restricted Poland 1 abortion law restricte None
lese coun! . show any increase in infantici s echa 1gthe w.
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