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BIOGRAPHY OF PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN

Ronald Wilson Reagan was born February 6, 1911, in 1ampico, Illinois, the son of Nellie
Wilson Reagan and John Reagan. He was educated in Illinois public schools and was
graduated from Eureka College (Illinois) in 1932, with a degree in economics and sociology.

Following a brief career as a sports broadcaster and editor, Mr. Reagan moved to California
to work in motion pictures. His film career, interrupted by three years of service in the Army
Air Corps during World War II, encompassed 50 feature-length motion pictures. He served
six terms as president of the Screen Actors Guild and two terms as president of the Motion
Picture Industry Council.

In 1952 he married Nancy Davis. They have two grown children, Patricia Ann and Ronald
Prescott. President Reagan has two other children, Maureen and Michael, by a previous
marriage.

From motion pictures he went into television in the 1950’s as production sﬁpervisor and host
of ‘““General Electric Theatre.”’ In 1964-65 he was host of the *  zvision series ‘‘Death Valley
Days.”’

In 1966 Ronald Reagan began his public service career with his election—by nearly a million-
vote margin—as Governor of California. Mr. Reagan was Chairman of the Republican
Governors Association in 1969. He was elected to a second term as Gov nor of California
in 1970. After completing his second term, Mr. Reagan began a nationally syndicated radio
commentary program and newspaper column and undertook an extensive speaking
schedule, speaking to civic, business, and political groups. In 1974-75 he served as a member
of the Presidential Commission investigating the CIA.

In November 1975 he announced his candidacy for the 1976 presidential nomination. He lost
narrowly, but campaigned vigorously for the Republican ticket and for scores of local can-
didates in 1976. After the election, he renewed his radio commentary program, newspaper
column, and national speaking schedule. He became a member of the Board of Directors of
the Committee on the Present Danger and founded the Citizens for the Republic. In the 1978
elections he campaigned on behalf of 86 candidates.

In November 1979 Ronald Reagan announced his candidacy for the 1980 presidential
nomination. At the Republican National Convention in July 1980 he was nominated
unanimously on the first ballot. On November 4, 1980, Ronald Reagan was elected to the
Presidency, by an electoral vote of 489-49, and on January 20, 1981, he was sworn in as the
40th President of the United States.

Mr. Reagan has received a number of awards, including: National Humanitarian Award
from the Natinnal Conference nf Christians and Jews; Citv nf Hane ¢“Torch nf T'ife”” Award

o Hu__anit__an _.r._.e; ..oratio ger ward; . 'Spi d Award;
Freedoms Foundation Awards; D inguished American Award trom the National Football
Foundation Hall of Fame; American Patriots Hall of Fame; and Medal of Valor of the State
of Israel.















University of San Frapricen i Francisco. CA 94117

McLaren College of Business

OfTice of the Dean
(415) 666-6771

February 3, 1982

Mr. Paul Erickson

College Republican National Committee
310 First Street, SE

Wasington, DC 20003

Dear Mr, Erickson:

As an active Republican involved in various local Republican activities,
and as an administrator at the University of San Francisco, | was
disturbed to see the attached flyer belng passed out on campus, as

well as the very well organized booth manned by the Peace and Justice
Coalition (PJC) set up on campus to recrult students to their Rally,

I am bringing this matter to your attention because what | observed
during the short existence of the PJC on the University campus, |

saw an extremely well organized group whose intention were to ignite
young college students into an opposition of the Reagan Administration,

The University campus is opened to all types of organization for recruiting
and promotional activities, therefore, during the Fall of 1981, | established
a table to register voters and recruit students to join the College
Republicans, At which time, | was unable to solicit any assistance

from the local Young Republican chapter for this endeavor. After

October, | aborted the effort of recruiting College Republicans due to

the fact that | did not have the resource and was unable to do It alone,
Today, as | see the PJC booth on campus and understand the resource

behind them, | am writing to strongly urge the College Republican

National Committee to explore for a resolution. We simply cannot

afford to have the PJC or alike damaging the minds of innocent young
college students.

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to the Field Division at the
Republican National Committee and the Republican County Central Committee

Thank you for your attention and cooperation.

Sincerely,

ominica aalho fed
Attachment
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as far as an arms reduction program starting with the intermediate
range nuclear forces discussions which started last month in Geneva
a | which are going forward now.

And, of course, I think one of the most significant
foreign policy achievements has been through Ambassador Habib
achieving a cease fire in Lebanon and defusing that very tense
situation.

Turning to the area of government organization,
contrary to all the pundits who thought otherwise, cabinet
government is alive and well and is working. He established the
cabinet councils, revitalized the National Security Council. He
has carried through with his commitment to root out fraud, waste
and abuse, established the President's Council on Efficiency and
Integrity in Government and appointed Inspectors General who have
amassed a record that is now exceeding some $2 billion in cost
avoidance and fraud, waste and abuse cost savings.

In addition, he has carried through on his commitments
to the people, his promises to proceed with the dismantling of both
the Department of Energy and the Department of Education.

And I think the fact that he has made the first appoint-
ment of a woman to the Supreme Court is another achievement as far
as his activities in government. So, I think with that, we'll open
it up for your questions.

Q Well, Mr. Meese and Mr. Baker, there was a story
that you both were advocating tax increases or revenue enhancements
or something of that sort to lower the record deficit that might
be expected in '83 and '84. I wonder if you'd address that question?

MR. MEESE: I looked through this book and I didn't
find that here anywhere.

Q Well, there's a lot about the economy and the
budget. 1It's on the table right now, you know.

MR. MEESE: I don't think anybody's advocating tax
increases. I think Dave Gergen mentioned the President's attitude
towards those. I think we will all be looking at a lot of things
in 1 jard to the budget as it comes up for rev: v in preparation
for its submission in January and, obviously, what we are ~ >oking
towards is working out a deficit trend which is in the direction
of decreasing deficits.

0 Well, could you gentlemen tell us exactly what
the deficit estimates are now? I noticed looking through the book
that there was no mention of deficits at all. And I thought that
was one of the goals,to bring down deficits and balancing the budget.

MR. BAKER: Tr deficit numbers will be announced in
January at the time of the submission of the President's 1983 budget.
I think what Ed said, though, is certainly true with respect to the
President's advisors and the President hir 21f being interested in
a decreasing line as far as the deficit is concerned, but we're not
going to have specific numbers to announce until the budget is
submitted in January.

By a "¢ =1 ising " ine", that me 1 --

0 Well, wt : about those deficits that are in the
pary - this morning?

MR. MEESE: Well, you can't necessarily believe everything
you read in the papers.

Q But I believe they came from --
MR. | ESE: Those are not -- There are no forecasts
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Q What do you say in response to the 27 Senators,
the number that was published, and who say that the Reagan economic
program has been taking away from the northern and castern industrial
states and rewarding the southern and western states which are rich
in energy and defense contracts?

MR. MEESE: I think, if you actually take a look at it,
it doesn't prove out. I know Dave Stockman in OMB has donc a studv
of this on a regional basis, and it's amazing how equitably the
program really does spread across the country.

0O Both on spending and taxes?

MR. MEESE: Well, taxes is a factor of where peopnle live
and so 1f you have more people living in the northeast, presumably,
then that would be a factor. But I think it has worked equitably on
a regional basis; certainly the cuts have.

MR. BAKER: I might add this, Ted, that we have reccntly
iret on at least two occasions with the gypsy moths in the Housec und
some Republican Senators from the Northeast and taken into cunsidera-
tion their views and their concerns with respect to tne specific
budget cuts that we were looking at for 1983, so we're very conscious
of that and we're trying to deal with it on a fair basis.

9] Ed, can I ask you a question about foreign poiicy?
MR. MEESE: Sure.

Q 3ince the American people will be able to hcar both of
you on camera tonight, can you give us --

MR. MLEESE: Tonight?

0 Tonight. An update of what vou're all doing on

Poland, sort of a review, so that people can know where we stand and
what you're all working on?

MR. MEESE: Well, obviously, we have our Special Situation
Croup meeting on a daily basis to monitor the Polish situation. Vo arc
looking at an array of political, diplomatic, security, and economic
Imcasures that might be taken. We have taken a number of measures
already in terms of cutting off certain economic aid; of curtailing,
obviously, any consideraf " >n of other 32:quests; and we have done a
great deal to mobilize world opinion, to work with our allies in this
reyard. 8So I would say that we are looking at every possible step that
nzzds to be taken either in relation to the Polish regime or in relation
to the Soviet Union to prevent the situation from getting worsc, and
nopefully to work for improvements ¢ far as the Polish people are
concerned. As you know, the President met this morning with the
Polish Ambassador who has recently f¢ d it necessary to come to this
country for asylum.

0 Jim, why does this book on "The Reagan Presidency:
A Review of the First Year," have so very little about foreign policy?
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It's almost entirely domestic.

And could you explain the meaning of this second sentence
on the top of page 17?

MR. BAKER: With respect to the first question, I would
suppose that that might be answered by saying that the emphasis

during the first part of this first year was on the economy and on
domestic affairs.

Now, with respect to --

MR. MEESE: But, also, I think you might add that the
foreign policy portions of it could be summarized much more easily.

For example, on three or four pages there, you have a
record of some 70 meetings that the President has had with foreiagn
leaders of the various countries that are represented there. Tiat

can all be done in three pages. 1It's a lot harder to explain some of
the economic concepts.

MR. BAKER: What is it?

0 The explanation of this second sentence on page 17.
MR. BAKER: The second sentence on page 1772

0 Yes, sir.

MR. MEESE: With an office in the West Wing. That's the
one?

Q Yes, sir.
MR. BAKER: Seems to me to be self-explanatory.

0 I mean, what is a Presidential meeting of substance?
I don't quite =--

MR. MEESE: It means that there are a lot of Presidential
meetings that didn't deal with major policy matters --

MR. BAKER: A lot of them are ceremonial.
MR. MEESE: Ceremonial and =--
0 Oh, I see. Okay.

. MEESE: And so this was to differentiate, obviously
the Vice President couldn't particivate in every meeting.

0] Can you explain how the United States could proceed
with nuclear arms limitation talks while the Soviet Union is still
playing the role that it is playing regarding Poland?

MR. MEESE: I +*i-k that we are proceeding with the arms
limitation talks because that- s in the best interests of our nation and
world peace.

ich that (s,
which, incidentally, are in recess at the present time, then we would
make that decision.

0 If you become persuaded that the Soviets are taking
a more active role, that there are military movements progressing apacec,
then you would recons '~ the "~ ssue of the arms talks.

MR. MEESLE: We will consider anything at anytime that
may be necessary, but I'm not going to respond to a specific hypothetical.
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0) -- the report was prepared by the White House, why
was the cost of it absorbed by the Republican National Committee?

MR. BAKER: The cost was absorbed by the Republican
National Committee because we are making some fairly substantial
cuts in the budget all across the federal government and it seemed
to be appropriate to us that the cost of this book be borne by the
private sector rather than by the federal government.

MR. MEESE: And also we wanted to avoid the other
question which would have been asked if it had been paid for at
federal expense, is, "How can you justify putting out a booklet like
this at federal expense when you're cutting the budget everyplace
else?" So --

0 Have anything to do with the possible political
use of the document?

MR. MEESE: We doubt if it will be used political.y.
This is a factual account. (Laughter.)

o) Merry Christmas.

Q That's a tough line to follow.

Q -- any announcement on decisions regarding Poland
this week?

MR. MEESE: Decisions regarding Poland? Yes, we're

making decisions every day in certain elements of it.

As far as any major change or major action by the United
States, I think it's, atthis stage, tooearly to say. We'll announce
them as the President makes those decisions.

0 But my question was, doyou expect something of a
major nature to be announced this week?

MR. MEESE: I would say that there will be -- it is
highly probable that there will be some additional statements by the
lresident on the subject. But as to any -- you know =-- it's hard
to say what is major. I think we'll have to wait and see what the
decisions are.

0 Gentlemen, what grade would you give your selves 1in
terms of America's leadership role in the world, considering the situ-
ation in Poland and how it evolved and the current relationship with
Israel?

MR. MEESE: It's hard ==

MR. BAKER: A.

MR. MEESE: ~-- to give a grade. I would say, if you take
the overall grade as far as leadership in the world and look at it as

to whether things are better off now than they were a year ago, I'd
have it's probably an A.

- Eoe w1 i .
Q I know. You didn't laugh, either.
Q You seem to be separating the economic from tii¢

foreign policy side of things, but over the last few days therec have
heen some very major statements coming from especially DNuropean bankers,
the head of the Bank of Zngland, the Bank for International Settlements
and so forth predicting that there will be a blowout in the world
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cconomy over the coming year and in particular those individuals
have been advocating that some kind of a super-national structure
of bankers to oversee which sectors have to be rationalized and
which sectors will be kept alive must be brought into being.

I'm wondering, considering the gravity that these
people put on the world's econom’ crisis, how you're responding
to that and how do you see that effecting --

MR. MEESE: Yes. We think there's no question that
there are serious economic problems in the world. A good deal of
our effort during the past year has been spent at alleviating those.
That was the reason for the President taking such an active part in
the Ottawa Summit. That's the reason that he went to Cancun. 1It's
also -- we feel that what the United States dc¢ 3 has a very marked
effect upon other countries, also. And that's why one of our principle
priorities, as we've discussed here, has been getting our own economic
house in order.

The fact that we've been able to develop conditions under
which interest rates have fallen is helping other countries as well.
The fact that we've been able to get our own inflation down has had
a material effect. The fact that we are building a strong and vibrant
cconony, which will rebound from the recession next year. All of
these are important.

But as far as having ne new super-national economic
order, we don't think this is eith 1 essary or desirable.

MR. BAKER: Our foreign policy can't be as effective unless
our economy is strong, I guess, is what we're saying.

0 Beyond that beating that you took on Social Security,
what was the biggest lesson that you learned this year?
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MR. MEESE: I think, as far as lessons learned -- I think
we learned that it takes longer to get the personnel process -- and this
goes back to earlier in the year -- it takes the personnel process

longer than we had anticipated when you have as many people appointed
to jobs as we did. Many administrations of the past have left more
people on the job longer. We felt it was better to have empty offices
rather than obstructionists and so, I think we would make the same
decision again, but I think it is one of the things we learned.

MR. GERGEN: Bob --

Q I'm sorry to keep dwelling on this and I know you say
you are not going to make projections on the deficit, but the Congres-
sional Budget Office this morning made some astonishing projections on
deficits -- $175 billion next year, I believe, and $210 in '84. Now
doesn't that demand some comment?

MR. MEESE: You can't really comment on them until you see
their assumptions. I don't think either of us have seen the entire
report or on what they base their predictions. I think that obviously,
a lot depends upon several things -- the assumptions you use, the policy
changes anticipated -- I'm sure they have no way of taking into account
the policy changes, the budget cuts, the kinds of things we are contem-
plating in the budget. So, offhand, I would say that is not unduly
remarkable until we see if they are looking at the same kind of conditions
that we are.

Q Let me give you question about that -- Migquel speaking.

MR. MEESE: Okay.

Q I wonder, if you agree with me that one area in which
economic recovery can give a lot of jobs and opportunities for the true
living, is exporting our goods and services abroad, competitively? The
United States Chamber of Commerce in testimony last week at the House of
Representatives said that some of the government has been so stifled in
not getting the protection for our exports in order to be competitive
in the foreign markets. How do you comment and what will be in the next
vear the policies of the United States in order to give the exports that it
needs, the incentive that they need to create a lot of jobs for our people
in this country?

MR. MEESE: I would agree that exports obviously create
jobs for our people. We have a number of concerns about unfair barriers
to our exports in some countries. We are looking at this right now and
I think that will get a lot of attention in the next year.

Q What is the view of the administration about economic
sanctions such as the sanctions called upon yesterday by the Polish
American citizens who met with the President?

. MEESE: Well, this is one of the things we're considering.
v ’ 1 € 1 in about five

minutes here, TO go TO o 7€ ( ring number c.
things. (Laughter.)

Q Will you concede that the recession --

Q Could you just explain what the view of the administra-
tion is toward -- should they be broad, should they be selective?

MR. MEESE: I think we have to look at it =--

MR. BAKER: That's what we are going to be talking about.
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