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Conservative Health Care Proposals
Would Slash Services, Benefits

O YEARS AGO, the major health

care debate in the country centered

on the comprehensive national health

insurance package Senator Edward M.

Kennedy (D-Mass.) was trying to nur-

ture through a Democratic and funda-
mentally sympathetic Congress.

Today, such a liberal approach to
health care needs is suddenly light-
years away from the political realities
that have overtaken Capitol Hill.

Gone are the proposals that would
have enabled everyone to obtain com-
petent medical care in the event of
catastrophic illness or injury.

Gone, too, are policy-makers working
toward making adequate health insur-
ance and health care programs afford-
able and available to every American.

In their places have come conserva-
tives who hold high the banners of
“competition” and “free enterprise”’—in
short, the rallying cries of doctors, hos-
pital administrators and others in the
health care field.

While the legislative battle lines have
not been firmly drawn vyet, it is clear
that conservatives in the Reagan Ad-
ministration and in the House and Sen-
ate intend to call for a full-scale retreat
from government involvement in
health care.

Such a retreat — which critics say
almost inevitably will lead to a tight
budget squeeze on state governments,
fewer health care facilities and pro-
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costs—apparently will be well received
in Congress.

With the right wing surge in last fall’s
elections, the complexion of the con-
gressional committees most involved
with health care legislation has
changed radically.

Of the four subcommittee chairmen
with responsibility for health bills in the
last Congress, only Rep. Henry A.
Waxman (D-Calif.) remains in place.
The other three were replaced by nev
6

and more conservative—chairmen.

Orrin G. Hatch, an arch-conservative
from Utah, has taken over the Senate
Labor and Human Resources Commit-
tee. One of his first actions was to
abolish the subcommittee on health
and announce that all health legisla-
tion in the future would be reviewed by
the entire — Republican-controlled —
committee.

It was the health subcommittee that
Senator Kennedy had used so often in
the past to campaign for national
health insurance. Senator Hatch
wanted to ensure that a repeat per-
formance was not in the offing.

David Durenberger (R-Minn.) has
become chairman of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee’s health subcommit-
tee.

Durenberger has said he favors the
conservative approach of less govern-
ment control over the health care in-
dustry and also advocates the massive

"budget cuts before Congress that

would, among other things, slash
Medicaid benefits.

Rep. Andrew Jacobs Jr.(D-Ind.) was
made chairman of the House Ways and
Means Committee’s health panel only
because no other senior Democrat
wanted the post.

Jacobs says he is not overly critical of
the conservative philosophy about
slashing health and medical care pro-
grams and services. adding that such
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Waxman, the only committee chair-
man held over from the last session of
Congress, heads the House Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Health
and the Environment.

As has been the case in the past,
Waxman finds himself saddled with an
increasingly conservative panel that is
not likely to buck the administration or
the New Right.

These four chairmen already have
been presented with a bundle of bills

this year, most of which immediately
drew the heated opposition of organized
labor, state governors and various
interests representing consumers,
working people and the poor.

Among the legislation to be consid-
ered are proposals to:

e Curtail sharply the federal contri-
bution to the Medicaid program.

More than $1 billion would be cut
from this vital program, which is the
health care program most targeted to
help the needy. If Medicaid is slashed,
said the AFL-CIO in an analysis of the
1982 budget proposals, the inability of
the poor to pay for health c. c d
increase chronic illness, mortality rates
and disability, particularly of children.
The proposals to cut back on Medicaid
funding could affect 22 million persons.

e Dismantle the array of categorical
grant programs built up over a number
of years.

These specific grants would be re-
placed by a system of block grants that,
rather than addressing particular prob-
lem areas, would be used by state ad-
ministrators in a more discretionary
manner. While this measure would
allow state officials to spend the funds
however they see fit, it also entails a
significant reduction in the available
money.

¢ Abolish the nation’s health plan-
ning system and professional standards
review organizations.

v
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these two regulatory vehicles have, to
an extent, controlled costly duplication
of health care services and ensured
proper distribution of facilities and ser-
vices as means of restraining medical
costs.

e Close the eight hospitals operated
by the Public Health Service. Fifteen
similar hospitals already have been
closed in recent years.

These Public Health Service hospi-
tals provide needed medical care to
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assuming that the governors are will-
ing to accept that burden. At a time
when calls for tax increases rile even
the most apathetic of voters, those
Medicaid services may be allowed to
slide.

If the states find they must cut
Medicaid benefits, one health care in-
dustry analyst says, that would just put
a greater burden on public hospitals,
which generally pass on the costs of car-
ing for uninsured poor persons to their
paying customers — thus increasing
health care inflation.

Another major ‘eaof conc n isthe
proposal to do away with the categori-
cal grant programs—those that receive
federal dollars for specific problems
ranging from lead-based paint poison-
ing to venereal disease.

Substituted for these categorical
grants would be block grants, or lump
sums of money that state administra-
tors could spend however they choose in
the four broad areas of preventive
health services, basic health services,
social services and emergency services.

Part of the theory behind this move
delights state officials, who long have
campaigned for greater control over the
federal monies that flow back into their
states.

But there is a major trade-off here.

Under the conservatives’ proposal,
block grants would bring into the states
25 per cent less monev than do the cur-

"the plan claim

be made up by
administrative savings. State officials,
on the other hand, say the savings
would be more on the order of only 10
per cent.

Once again, the states would be left
holding the bag.

Aside from budgetary considerations
at the state level, there is an even
greater concern by social activists who
worked for years to correct deficiencies
in state health plans with infusions of

8

direct, specific federal money.

A former staff director for the Senate
subcommittee that oversees health
program appropriations said the pro-
posed switch in funding methods “is a
complete turnaround in concept” from
providing support for health programs
that were being ignored by the states.

Those two major aspects of the ad-
ministration’s health care package —
capping the federal contribution to
Medicaid and resorting to block grants
for health services — are part of the
overall attempt to come up with the
“competition” legislation that doctors
and others in the health care field are
clamoring for.

These “competition” measures would
either require employers, or encourage
them through tax incentives, to offer
employees a choice of health plans.

Each plan would have to provide at
least a certain basic level of coverage,
including some type of insurance for
catastrophic illness.

The problem with this arrangement
is that regardless of which plan em-
ployees eventually choose, the em-
ployer’s contribution to the cost of the
plan would remain the same.

Workers, in turn, would have to kick
in a higher proportion of their wages to
cover the balance if they opt for fuller
coverage.

In short, conservative proposals
would drasticallv curtail many benefi-

burdened state governments.

In the long run, it is the average,
hard-working American taxpayer who
will bear the burden of increased cost
and less heal protection.

These Republican programs repre-
sent a reversal of years of hard-fought,
conscientious legislation that ad-
dressed a multitude of health care
needs.

These conservative proposals are not
worthy of our support.
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10,000 Condemn Slashes
As Budget-Balancing Ploy

By Susan Dunlop

Thousands of older Americans jammed
the steps of the U.S. Capitol at a July 21
" “Save Our Security” rally sponsored by the
labor-supported National Council of Se-
nior Citizens as a highlight of its legislative
conference,

The nearly 10,000 demonstrators, led
by the more than 3,000 delegates to the
three-day conference, braved . 90-degree
heat to hear senators and representatives
blast the Reagan Administration’s propos-
als to cut social security benefits as part
of its plan to balance the federal budget.

AS DEMONSTRATORS waved signs
and banners urging Congress to preserve
social security benefits, inside the Capitol
both houses were voting on measures in-
tended to save the $122 a month mini-
mum benefit slated for elimination under
the Administration’s budget program.

The House voted overwhelmingly for a
non-binding resolution favoring continua-
tion of all current benefits, but the Senate
voted along party lines to reject an amend-
ment to a tax bill that would have re-
stored the benefit. (Story, Page 8.)

AFL-CIO President L.ane Kirkland, ad-
dressing the, rally, stressed that the labor
movement is a “strong and unshakable”
ally of older Americans. Kirkland scored
the Administration’s attempts to “sacrifice
the retirement security of millions of
Americans” to cut federal spending.

American workers the protections they
fought for, voted for and paid for.”

- Kirkland urged the demonstrators to

join with the AFL-CIO on Sept. -19 at the
federation’s Solidarity Day Rally in Wash-
ington,

House Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill (D-
Mass.) told the gathering that social secu-
rity had been “supported by a president
who cared, Franklin Roosevelt, and passed
by a longress who cared” as a way of
responding to America’s “ecomomic and
spiritual crisis of the 1930s.”

The Reagan Administration should be
held to its campaign promises to make
the prptection of benefits “the overriding
concern” of any reform of the system, he
declared. i

SEN. EDWARD M. KENNEDY (D-
Mass.), among several dozen legislators
appearing at the rally to express support
for social security, branded the attempts
to cut the program “a breach of faith
with 36 million social security recipients
and 100 million American workers who
continue to pay for the program and look
to it for benefits.”

At the conference's general sessions,
NCSC President Jacob Clayman told the
delegates that older Americans must plan
strategies to defend the positive federal
programs that have helped them and to
deal with the effects that the coming bud-
get cuts are likely to have,

Clayman cited the importance of pro-
grams to combat hunger, subsidize hous-
ing, pay medical and energy bills and

—eserow maaw T LAV RLICIHIUELS IUST Vlgor-
ously resist the sharp reduction or outright
elimination of these programs pressed by

(Continued on Page 7)
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Reagan Slashes Assailed

10,000 Seniors Rally
To ‘Save Our Security’

(Continued from Page 1)

the Administration as part of its planned
$40 billion cuts in domestic spending.

IN A KEYNOTE address to the con-
ference’s general session, Kirkland urged
the delegates to lobby to save social pro-
grams now and to'look ahead to the 1982
elections.

“It is not too early,” he said, “to begin
working to guarantee that our friends in
Congress are not overwhelmed by a vi-
cious right-wing assault.”

*“Our opponents should be forced to run
on their records,” Kirkland declared, with-
out concealing the fact “that they voted to
destroy programs that have helped im-
prove the lives of every American citizen.”

He pointed out that members of Con-
gress did not get elected by campaigning
for cuts in social security, yet many are
now supporting the Administration’s posi-
tion that the system can only be saved by
slashing benefits.

The system’s problems, he told the dele-
gates, can be solved without cutting bene-
fits and without backward steps.

THE HEART OF the Administration’s
plan, Kirkland said, would cut early re-
tirement and disability provisions, ignoring
the fact “that fully two-thirds of all people
who retire before 65 do so, not because
they are malingerers, but because they are
sick, their jobs have been destroyed, or
they are subject to some form of compul-
sory retirement plan. The 80 percent of
full benefits paid to these workers is based,
not on overweaning generosity, but on the
cool calculations of actuarial tables and
insurance principles.”

Kirkland stressed, too, that the Admin-
istration should not be allowed “to drive
a wedge between active workers and those
Wwho are receiving benefits.” He pointed
out that younger workers are willing to
pay the c of social security because
they understand that cutting back the sys-
tem will not only mean lower benefits for
themselves in the future, but also a greater
immediate burden in paying through other
sources for progr- = to aid the elderly,

He pointed out that the problems facing
the social security system can be realisti-

rally mat theasnah  fctacfiimd Loaco.oot

Kirkland called on the delegates to
rally citizens in their home congressional
districts to pressure legislators to support
such measures.

Workshop sessions at the conference
focused on specific dangers to older Amer-

icans posed by the Administration’s bud-
get cutbacks. The topics included threats
to income protection, health care and
Medicare, housing and high energy costs,
reductions in food stamps and social ser-
vices, and programs to create jobs for
older workers and combat discrimination.

AFL-CIO COPE Director Al Barkan
urged the delegates “to declare the 1982
election campaign open now.” The alli-
ance between labor and senior citizens is
strong enough to work “all out for a veto
proof” Congress that will stop the Admin-
istration’s drive to reverse 50 years of
social progress, Barkan declared.

OTHER LABOR speakers at the con-
ference included Operating Engineers
President J. C. Turmer and Machinists
President William W. Winpisinger.

The 3,000 delegates approved a resolu-
tion pledging to fight “attempts to reduce
the federal government’s continuing obliga-
tion to work for social justice in America”
and specifically condemned attempts to
balance the federal budget by cutting back
social security benefits and eligibility.

THE DELEGATES devoted the-time -

before and after the social security rally
to personal visits to representatives on
Capitol Hlil. The meeting also included a
ceremony dedicating the NCSC’s new
headquarters. Rep. Claude Pepper (D-
Fla.), chairman of the House Select Com-
mittee on Aging, was a guest of honor at
the event,

Other speakers included Sen. Howard
M. Metzenbaum (D-Ohio): Sen. John
Heinz (R-Pa.); Sen. Paul Sarbanes (D-
Md.); Rep. Lindy Boggs (D-La); Rep.
Toby Moffett (D-Conn.); Coretta Scott
King, president of the Martin Luther King
Foundation; Clarence M. Mitchell, presi-
dent of the National Black Caucus of
State Legislators; Carol Greenwald, presi-
dent of the National Consumer Coopera-
tive Bank; and Eleanor Smeal, president
of the National Organization for Women.

———— e ..
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3 30, 1981

FACT SHEET ON SOLIDARITY DAY

To demonstrate the widespread opposition to the Admi
tration's assault on vital social programs and to promote ji
justice and equality. The cus will be on the following ai

of concern (in alphabetical order): Civil Rights, Educatlon,
Energy, Environment, Fair Trade, Fair Taxes, Health and
Safety, Housing, Jobs, Justice, Lower Interest Rates, Social
Security, Voting Rights and Women's Rights.

Invitations from AFL-CIO President Lane Kirkland have gone
to all trade unions including those not currently affiliated with
the Federation, as well as to organizations affiliated with the
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights and the Budget
Coalition. In addition to endorsements from all international
unions, Solidarity Day has already been endorsed by. over 100
national organizations representing: Blacks, Hispanics, Asian-
Americans, women, religious, handicapped, consumers,
environmen s, the aged and various professionals.
Planning is 3 carried forward by an Advisory Board repre-
sentative of these groups.

Saturday, September 19, 1981. A one-day demonstratlon in
Washington, D.C. from 10 A.M. to 5 P. M.

Marchers will assemble on the West slope of the Washington
Monument for entertainment, picnics and introductions of
celebrities and VIPs. This will be followed by a march and a
program of addresses by nationally-known leaders and
prominent entertainers.

Each participating organization is asked to name one person as
coordinator. Coordinators have also been named to provide
information regarding transportation for unions and non-labor
groups in major cities and states. Recruiting, transportation
and logistics are being handled by t participating orgi -
zations. The Solidarity Day office, at 815 16th Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20006 ((202)637-~5380) can provide the names
of the coordinators.

For additional call:

(202)637-5380.

information on Solidarity Day

ACentury of Achicvement
A Challenge for the Iuiture

.
AR 3
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American Federation of Labor and
Congress of Industrial Orpganizations

815 Susteentn Street MW
Yéasnmginn D C /45
1202)637.5320



Lane Kirkland
President
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Arnold A: son
Leadership Conf. on Civil Rights
667-1780 '

Tony Bonilla, President
League of United Latin Amer. Cit.
(512) 882-8284

Kenyon Assoc. Gen. Sec.
Natl. ( of Churches -~
Div. of . & Society
(212) ¢

Jacob Clayman, President
Natl. Council of Sr. Citizens

347-8800

Sam Church, President
United Mineworkers
638-0530

rray Finley, President
A.C.T.W.U.
(212) 242-0700

Douglas Fraser, Pregident
United Auto Workers
(313) 926-5201

Dorothy Height, President
Nat'l Council of Negro Women
(212) 687-5870

Benjamin L. Hooks, Exec. Dis.
N.A.A.C.P.
(212) 245-2100

Reverend Jesse Jackson
P.U.S.H.

(312) 373-3366

Vernon Jordan, President
National Urban League
(212) 644-6500
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Henry Lacayo, Chalrman
Labor Counc., for Latin Amer. Advancs.

347-4223

William Wynn, President
U.F.C.W.
223-3111

July 21, 1981

Thomas Donahue
Secretary~Treasur

BE

Monsignor Francis J. Lally
U. S. Catholic Conference
Off. of Domestic Social Development

659-6820

Rev. Joseph Lowery
S.C.L.C.
(hok) 522-1420

Lloyd McBride, President
U.S.A. ’
(¥12) 562~2300

Joyce Miller, President
C.L.U.W.
(212) 242-0700

Charles Pillard, President
I‘B.E.‘I.
833-7110

Reese Robrahn, Exec. Dir.
Amer. Coal. of Cit. w/Disabilities
785-4265

Bayard Rustin, Chrmn. of the Board
A,P.R.I. ‘
(212) 533-8000

Chuck Senci, Director
Concerned Srs. for Better Gov't,

466-6140

Albert Shanker, President
American Federation of Teachers

797-4ko

Donald Slaiman
Jewish Labor Committee

637-5282

Fleanor Smeal, President
Nﬁo.w.

347-3279

Jaasiea Smith

T83-3993

Sharon Stark, President
Consurier Fed. of America

(608) 231-4087

Douglas Tuthill, Natl. Chrprsn.
U. S. Student Association
667-6000

Gaylord Nelson, Chairman
The Wilderness Society
828--6600



THE WHITE HOlL E
WASHINGTON
September 9, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE

VIA: Red Cavaney/Jgck Burgess
FM: Bob Bonitati
RE: Solidarity Da; }

I am attaching a fact sheet on Solic rity Day scheduled for September 19
in Washington.

From my contacts with the AFL-CIO and various unions, it is clear

that a major organizational effort is being expended to draw huge
throngs to Washington for this event. To many in the labor movement
Solidarity Day has now become a symbolic "show of strength" for the

U.S. labor movement. Even for those union leaders who think the concept
of Solidarity Day is a bad one, many are now convinced that the labor
movement's prestige is on the line.

While the AFL-CIO publicly contends that:they hope to have 100,000
people here, their unannounced goal is to bring 500,000 people to
Washington that day. Unfortunately the news media seems to focus
on the 100,000 figure. ‘

In addition to the above, I would also offer the following comments:

1. While Solidarity Day is talked about by the media as a
labor event, the purpose of the march has been broadened
to include every interest group who opposes some facet,
of Administration policy. Solidarity Day is no longer
just a labor event. ,

2. There are now some 250 groups and organizations (including
about 100 unions) who are sponsors of Solidarity Day.
These include organizations representing environmentalists,
nuclear views, civil rights, handicapped, consumer, senior

a1 yomen . >] cit—- I h: t :or a ral
)t !
3. ..ae original purpose of Solidarity Day was to show that
rank and file union members agreed with their union leaders
in protesting the Administration's economic plan. (This

was in response to White House comments that union leaders



were "out of step with thei: :irs".) The purpose of

Solidarity Day has been bro: to include the following
areas of conce 1: civil rigl jucation, energy, environ-
ment, fair trade, fair taxe: Lth nd sal :y, housing,

jobs, justice, lower interest rates, Social Security,
voting rights and women's rights. o

4. There appears to be a major effort being launched by the
public employees unions in the Washington, Virginia and
D.C. area (federal, state and local) to generate partici-
pation in Solidarity Day. Their theme is "budget cuts mean
your job may be lost."

Bas 1 on the information I have been able to gather on the organi-
zational and promotional activities being conducted by this coalition
of groups, there is a potential for 250,000 to 350,000 people being
in Washington for September 19.









date was listed for the Day. The purpose of the day was listed: '"to say no

to Reagan's policies that can only lead to misery at home and war abroad."

The latter event, an All-People's Congress, is scheduled for October 16-18

in Detroit. Since i was only alerted about the existence of this leaflet
ile :iting this report, further information on the rally will have to

be contained in the next update.

SOLIDARITY DNaV
As you are aware, Solidarity Day was tov oe the only purpose for this report.
Information on the other activities 1 only came accross while investigating
the nature of the fall rally. In comparison to the aforementioned activities,
Solidarity Day appears to be a relatively tame undertaking by the AFL-CIO.
The main purpose of the Day is to celebrate the centennial of the AFL-CIO, and
to protest the economic policies of President Reagan. The organizers are
anticipating a large turn-out, although no figure has yet been quoted to me.
The expectation is that the vast majority of those in Washington for the
Day will be coming from the East Coast. National representation is not

expected.

The starting point for my research was a letter sent to the Executive Director
of the College Democrats (see the attached xerox). In contacting the groups
listed as co-sponsors for the Day, 1 used many different aliases. I claimed

to represent anti-nuclear groups, groups concerned with American aid to El
Salvador, the American University College Democrats and the Tufts University
C.A.R.D.(Committee Against Registration and the Draft). In all cases, the
groups 1 contacted seemed unimpressed by the radical credentials i was pres-
ent ° ; (with a few not )le ceptions who a1 listed later in this report).

I claimed to be a college student from New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Boston and Washington. In almost all cases 1 was told to contact the local
AFL-CIO chapter for information on transportation. It would appear that most
of the groups listed as co-sponsors will be sending people to the rally, and
participating in meetings with other co-sponsoring groups, but will not be
actively involved in the planning of the rally itself. A few of the groups
denied knowledge of the rally, and many were unwilling to discuss it with me.
The list of co-sponsors is comprised of those groups, from the list of 200
groups that comprise The Coalition Against The Budget, that responded affir-
matively to an invitation to lend their name in support of the AFL-CIO endevor.
Consequently, many of the groups are seemingly unaware of the plans for the Day.

GROTT'D C ANNTTANTTN o

ACORN 462-4200 Sounded very enthusiastic about the rally. Appear
to be a radical group. Did not seem well informed
about the Day. Told me to contact the SEIU District
Council 1199 for information on transportation from
Boston. They indicated that tramsportation would be

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SERVICE AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, INC.

965-9313 (listed on the attached sheet as simply a church)
Denied knowledge of the rally. Did not seem to
believe their name was being used for the rally. I
could not get further than the receptionist.

AMERICA™ 7 TION ~* CITIZENS WI™" DISABI™ ™"7=§
1200 15th st. ... 785-4265




spoke of a Disabled Americans Freedom Rally. 1In terms of Solidarity Day,
one person went to an early planning meeting that was called by the  AFL-
CIO. They had no information at the time, and will be returning my phone
o L1, '

A"TICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 1200 17th NW 833-7600
I spoke with Candy Warr :1, the APA Convention Coordinator. She was not
aware that the APA was co-sponsoring the Day. She claimed that the APA
had been informed about it, but had nothing to do with it. She referred
me to the AFL-CIO at 637-5000 (which is their main number, but not

the number to call for information on Solidarity Day)

AFL-rTN Solidarity Day Office--—— 637-5380
I was given a tentative schedule for the day, and was promised a Solidarity
Day Information packet( which has yet to arrive). The schedule is:

September 19th- 10:00 AM Participants assemble on The Mall.

Noon Participants will march down Constitution
Avenue to the Capitol. On the West-front
area there will be speeches (including
one by Lane Kirkland) and entertainment.
All American trade unions (not just the AFL~
CIO) will be present. The rally will end at
5:00 PM.

CITIZENS FOR TAX JUSTICE 293~5340

This group is a coalition of other organizations (such as Labor groups,
the NAACP, the Council of Senior Citizens, and the League of Women Voters)
who work mainly at the local level. For example, this group worked in
Massachusetts against Proposition 2 (a tax cutting referendum). I was
advised to contact the AFL-CIO at 637-5380 for information on the rally.

FRONTLASH 815 16th St. NW, room 203 783-3993

Frontlash is the group that contacted the College Democrats about Solidarity
Day. They claim to be the '"youth division for labor." Their involvement in
the organizing process is to mobilize students for the rally. They did not
seem impressed with my stated (but not actual) involvement with C.A.R.D. and
other radical groups. While agreeing with the liberal viewpoints i espouced,
they stressed that Solidarity Day was a rally in support of labor, and in opp-
osition to the President's DOMESTIC economic policies. They indicated i could
bring my own (anti-draft) placards, but that the Day would be for labor.

AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE (National Office) 1346 Conn. NW 293-4890
This group was established after World War II, with the motto "Citizens
First, Veterans Second." They are against Vetrans preferences. I was told

to contact Dick Wilson. the Transportation Coordinator for Solidaritv Dav.

AMERI(‘A\T(‘ hnlatal TNTMIAATAMTN Aﬁﬂ"'rl)—g. 638_2545 }
Was tolda that the raily would be ''really big'". Was also told that there would

be transportation available from Boston and New York. Was told that plackards
could be brought along for any cause. For more information i was told tc contact
Charlie King, the ADA Youth Caucus Coordinator (638-6447). See attached xerox.

COALITION OF LABOR UNION WOMEN 638-3365
Answered the phor . "Health and Safety Pro: :t'". CLU is part of this gri »,

which researches issues pertinent to women in the work force. Women in all










z )_'F T Af‘i(_ AODTT L——TM’(‘ . 637._8400
L84 N OL nw Il le tne distinction between sponsoring the rent
(which they claim not to be doing), and being part of a
coalition that will be participating in it. I was advised
to contact John Perkins, the AFL-CIO coordinator for Solidarity
Day (that so many different names are given as AFL-CIO coordinators
indicates perhaps that there are a number of peonle. each working
with different groups in the coalition. Alternatelvy. it could
just be indicative of a lack of good cc 1nication between the
AFL-CIO and the coalition groups). The AFL-CIO is coordinating
the Day, according to the Caucus, and this group is just
working to turn their own members out for the Day. '

THE NATIONAL CONSUMERS LEAGUE 797-7600 1522 K ST NW

"We're not sponsoring it; we're not organizing it."

THE NATIONAL RURAI HOUSING COALITION 775-0046

"oh boy, you got the wrong bunch of people." This group received a few letters

from the AFL-CIO, and that is the extent of their involvement. I was told to
contact the A" -CIO Solidarity Day Coalition Groups Coordinators (Marvin Caplan-
637-5380; Armnold Aronson- 667-1780).

Tuw NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 393-4332
Noovuy at the Urban League is working on the event. People from the office, however,

will be marching at the rally.

The following groups have yet to be contacted:

Rural Coalition; Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee (listed at Social Dem-
ocrats USA on the attached xerox); Union of American Hebrew Congregations; United
Methodist Church~ Board of Church and Society; United Mine Workers of America;

US Students Association; Voter Education Project, Inc.; United Presbyterian Church

the USA.

The following groups are not located in Washington, and will be contacted as soon

as their location is identified:

A. Philip Randolph Institute; Arizona Welfare Right Coalition; Congress of Italian-~
American Organizations, Inc.; Full Employment Action Council; Health Security Action
Council; Long Island Coalition on Human Services; National Anti-Hunger Coalition;
National Organization of Legal Services Workers; New Jersey Coalition To Fight Cut-
Backs; Pennsylvania Fair-pension Budget Coalition; Project on Food Assistance and Poverty

A more comprehensive report should be ready within the week.
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815 - 16th Street, N.W., Room 203

Washington, D.C. 20008
(202) ns-sm

July 17, 1981

John Slade, Executive Director
College Democrats of America
1625 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Mr. Slade,

The AFL-CIO and its allies are organizing a major
demonstration to be held in Washington, D.C. on

September 19. On Solidarity Day hundreds of thousands

of citiz 18 will show the administration that the
President's election victory was not a mandate to

destroy vital social programs. Frontlash, an organization
dedicated to involving young people in politics,

needs your aid to bring large numbers of young

people to the capital to paritcipate in this important
rally. :

As you know, many programs created to help young
people have been severely cut by Congress. The fact
that America's youth do not vote in: large numbers made
these programs easy targets. A strong showing at the
Scolidarity Day rally will force elected officials to
realize that this important part of our society will
not remain silent as it is victimized.

Frontlash is seeking support for Solidarity Day from
numerous organizations concerned with student and young
related issues. On August 10 at 1:00, a meeting of
representatives from these groups will be held at the

F )tlash office. At that gathering a joint strategy
for encouraging young people to come to Washington will

" be discussed. Your participation would be tremendously

appreciated. Please contact Frontlash if you decide
to join us.

[ o7 et

Jessica Smith
Executive Director

JS/das



National Non-Labor Organizations that have Endorsed Solidarity Day

ACORN
African Methodist Egiscopal Church
American Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities, Inc.
American Psychological Association
American Vetcerans Committee
Americans for Democratic Action
A. Philip Randoiph Institute
Arizona Welfare Right Coalition
Citizens for Tax Justice
Coalition of Labor Union Women
Conference on Economic Progress
Congress of Italian-American Organizations, Inc.
Consumer Energy Council of America
Consumer Federation of America.
Environmentalists for Full Employment
Food Research Action Council (FRAC)
Frontlash
Full Employment Acuon Council
Health Seurity Action Council
Housing Assistance Copuncil
Jewish Labor Committee
Labor Council for Latin American Advancement
League of Women Voters of the United States
Leaguc of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)
Long Island Coalition on Human Services
Mational Anti-Hunger Coalition
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
National Association of Community Health Centers
National Association of Grey Panthers
National Center on the Black Aged
Nztional Consumers League
National Council of Churches - Division of Church & Society
National Council of Community Mental Health Centers
National Council of Negro Women
National Council of Senior Citizens, Inc.
National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association
National Organization of Legal Services Workers
National Puerto Rican Forum
National Rural Housing Coalition
National Urban League
New Democratic Coalition
New Jersey Coalition to Fight Cut-Backs
t

Social Democrats USA

Southern Christian Leadership Confererice

Unior of American Hebrew Congregations

Unitarian Universalist Association

United Methodist Church - Board of Church and Socxety
United Mine Workers of America

U.S. Students Association

¥ er Educ :ion Project, Inc.

washington Office, lUnited Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
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AFGE will be there

'Beapartoflabor’s history—jcin us

Who:

What:

Where:

"M 107 Cer).

Union members from all over the nation; religious and civic groups,
coalitions.

A giant march on Washington for equity, pay, jobs, social justice. Govern-
ment workers will be protesting budget cuts, employment cuts, pay cuts,
rifs, contracting-out and threats to our retirement system.

AFGE"B.‘conti;ngent will gather at the Western Plaza (Pennsylvania Ave.,
between 13th and 14th) from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. Look for the AFGE signs.
This area is convenient to both main subway stops (Federal Triangle or

When: T3 ST RCRERY

Why:

To convince the Reagan Administration and Congress that workers don’t
support dismantling government and selling it to the highest bidder.

Be the.e . . . witls AFCE

The AFON Leader  Avgust 24, 1981
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"¢ Labor Letter

A Special News Report on People
And Their Jobs in Offices,
, Fields and Factories

THE CHECKOFF: The AFL<CIO spurns
HUD's bid to hand out leaflets advertising
its services at Saturday’s “‘Solidarity Day’
protests against the Reagan administration.
'... Employe investment funds are among

the biggest shareholders at one third of the
top 500 U.S. firms, says Labor and I[nvest-

meats, an AFL-CIO publication.
—Rossar S. GregNsarcan

THE WALL STREET jOURN
Tuesday, Septembee 1S, 1981A -
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Lane Kirkland, president of the: AFL-CIO, in-"
dicated oa the CBS program *‘Face the Nation"* last |

Red ROleillS Oli dari ty Day September 11, 191

Sunday that the efforts of the Commuaist Party,

. USA'to muscle in on the September 19 Solidarity Day

demoastration in Washingtoa sponsored by the

FL-CIO posed 0o problem. The Washington

. lﬂdﬁﬂrﬂlﬂﬂtﬂmumm
- Daily Worid, was vigorously promoting

Day pasticipation and was even claiming credit for

Jiscontent with the Reagan domestic policies.

- - €BS correspondent George Herman asked Mr.

this, saying: ‘“Therd. have been

10 pet a role im Solidarity Day.”™ . . . - o, -

Mr. Kitkland m “We're tumin. 10 oue
away, Mr. Herman. There are m junping
oa this $ lhuh'lm’mm.m
point that they are part of a larger whole. The fact of
matter is that Solidarity Day was an undertaking:
' " dby " " trade unios movement in vl
. & cnallenge—ihe ‘hl“ﬂﬂ 'ﬂb,m :

I response 10 an cartier question Mr. Kirkland
had stated that the labor movement has used the
of " “as throughout history “‘to
effﬁi\'ﬁywmmwtﬂthf.am"‘m.
and with browd alies Lo s ot punmaod e
O .u.l. e . M
bcmlgs‘h. larity Day. Wwould
.the Democratic Party was an i
Solidarity Duy, Mr. Kirkland said, *“‘No.* “.:l,“u!
that workers at the Democratic N C aid
:““‘l“m who were wearing Solidarity Day
were doing 30 at their own option. “‘We did

:ﬂ mnwnr' " vy mﬁ;uu UNCY WUIRGES Wit s sy
L'. ” om —_ . m m
named. Whea the Communist partici ”5““" was
brought up, Mr Kirkiand passed up the opportunity
to restate the traditionsl AFL-CIO hostility tor
m"'“"". and to make it clear that the communists
not invited and not welcome. “We're tumi
"&m m.ih“- - . l'ﬂln.|
accent the suoport of the Comm l“dl,‘:‘m”’h:
- ol “ =
r_ =N “"‘:

IO Chief Okays -

:
§
it
:
i
f

mhfwdmhumionw::g_qmm
movement to fall apart. Mr. Lucom said it appears
that the AFL-CIO leaderhip is afraid to discourage
communist and other extremist pasticipatioa i-_'
Solidarity Day for fear the demonstratios would flop” -
without them. :
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T NEW YORK—As big lahocs high . The Reagan-Koch'upstaging of New  istration’s harvest ceaped aftee pla
" command was mobilizing members foe  York City's firat Laboe Day parade in 13, - seeds of than ever
- next Saturday’s snti-Reogan rally in mbegxnm-ﬂmﬂlatekm
 Washingtoa,. what Mayor Fdward call from Secretary of Labor Ray One such

-Koch calls the president’s “brilliant van to Koch. Would'the mayor host &  Secretary James Watt when he came
P upmanship” in New York cupitalized ceremonial presentation of the Westway  here this Y.
¢ on the splitin the labor movement.  check hefore sorne 1,000 guesta? Koch  fongtime request, ignoted hy Carter, to
i
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-Reagan’s Labor Movement = - i %

Reagan’s Labor Movement -~ -~ I+ %
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5. Koch refecred to President Reu ately agreed, .

;. Laboe Day coup to which the NDemo-  Centrul Pack might be more suitablefor  product of the city sanitation dumps
"¢ ¥ mayor oontributed significantly. . that many people. - - Koch wns ready to give Walt 2 helicop-

i Wwone AFTCIO presidens [ane Kirk- _ But they were all crammed in, deflech-~  ter ri i ’

;
Z‘
:
:
%
B
:
5

) N ride to inspect the dump, but Wate

= land led a Taboe Nay parade hacking the  ing attention from the pardde to which  told him it was not necessary: the White -
L unpopuler air traffic controllers, Reagan | was 0ok invited. “F think they * House had instructed him to give Ed-
‘¢, was chtered by trades uniom the dumbest error possible in ine ~ Koch anything he wanted. . .
'§ chiefs at the mayor's residence as he pre- mmnm-mwun, So, on Labor Day, Koclf\praised
sonted Koch with a ceremonial $85 mil-  bis City Hall office four days later. ©  *  union chiefs from “Samuel Gompers)
Blon check for the city's Westway project. - Democratic politicians ngt nearly sti'a  George Meany Lo the leaders gathered®

. The peesence of thess labox leaders friendly to Reagan as Kocll agree withr:  here t. * " without mentioning Lane
it L ” shor the mayor's we of “brilliant” iv de- Kirklana. He then introduced Reagan
movemont, Kirkland has docayea wae,  scribing .the coup. “You "can: never . as “a man whe *  had the courage ta
on Reagan, and New York City labor  again charge that Ronald Reagan hos,  bring our counury a tresh approach to

i
E
|

done nothing for New York,” said one  governiment.” As an advocate of en-

Nemocratic insidee who called Kick- forcing New York's seldom-onforced-

land's identification with the air con- Taylor Law ogainst public employee

is - trollers a political blunder. - =~ , . strikes, he applauds Reagan for firing :

- The incvitable pickets at Gracis Man-  the striking air contrullers. e
fils siva included enviroomentalists protest- But Reagan’s infiltration of Demo- . !
, . ing the Westway, explaining why the ' crats, organized laboe and evea tha “iT
not a local phe~  project was yet to- '
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. That n _ bo_q:wow[d;r when bN;wu;(ork mmfrﬁ h::\g‘ced
+ nomenon was shown presenceat Reagan hecame president “[Jim 7 economy. is fel ew:
" Gracie Manslon of one of lahor’s CartumﬂhwmmKocbm Yorkers who work in Wall Street, Koch
_ brightest . stars nationalle Robert the building trades,” 2 New York Demo-  eyes the high interest rates and sces
. Georgine, head of the building. trades-- cratic politician told us, “if he had heen - - them ruining Resgan’s plan. Reagan's
unions. “The lahor movement won't  willing to stand the heat from a fow hun- molutionisnwmeedmbydwlab-r
fike this,” Georgine told a fricnd at the  dred pickets. He wouldn't” leaders who marched in New' York
Dissenting from Kirkland'’s But Reagan’s coup would have been . F.abor Day and will march in Washing-
warfare ogainst n, he has main-  impossible had it not heen for Koch’s  ton Saturday but by that unexpected
tained relations with the White House quick agréement to the request from tomic poison that lranscends any
on grounds that his fiest priority is jobs cold shou  number of political coups engineered

Donovan, currently gelting a '
 for his membership—building projects . der from the AF1-CIO high command by the White Howe.
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are filled if they haven't been already.

h!

Do Congress and the Reagan administration have a
mandate to turn back the clock on fifty years of social
progress?

Can they undo the Social Security system by reducing
promised benefits?

Can they let corporate America run amok with little
regard for the social costs of their decisions?

The new Washington, D.C. crew claims that is its
mandate. But on September 19, the U.S. labor move-
ment and our allies will be telling them they had better
watch their step.

We will be demonstrating in Wast gton, D.C. in the
mall that stretches from the Capital building to the Lin-
coln Memorial. The demonstration was called by AFL-
CIO President Lane Kirkland.

The UAW—which has just reaffiliated with the 14 mil-
lion-member labor federation—joined in enthusiasti-
cally. From all over, UAW members are making plans
to go to Washington by bus, by car, by train.

We'll be marching under UAW banners. And we will
be demonstrating side to side with members of other
unions and groups: the Steelworkers, the Machinists,
the Food and Commercial Workers, the Communication
Workers, AFSCME, the Electrical Workers, DSOC, the
NAACP, ACORN and the National Council of Senior
Citizens.

If you want to go to this historic march, contact the
CAP representative at your UAW regional office.
Transportation systems are being stretched to the
maximum. Already all trains east of the Mississippi have
been filled by unions going to the nation’s capital.

And CAP staff from across the country are re-
porting an enthusiastic response from UAW members.
So you should act quickly before the buses and planes

UAW AMMO/3
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O~ Saturday, September 19, ADA joins
the AFL-CIO's national Solidarity Day
protest. Members are gathering at 10:00
a.m. on the Mall at the SW corner of 17th
Street and Constitution Avenue (across
17th Street from the Washington Monument).
At that time we are distributing ADA signs
to marchers and then joining the march
from the Washington Monument to Capitol
Hill in support of JOBS, JUSTICE, HUMAN
RIGHTS, d SOCIAL PROGRESS. ADA National
Director Leon Shull advises members: 'Be
there, be visible, and be on time.”

ARCH ON O C

September 1981:7



“ T Teptember 14,1781

: AN'OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN

Senar Presidente:

Once again, the Nation is commemorating National Hispanic Heritage Week, September 13-18, 1981, to show
appreciation for the many fine contributions which Americons of Hisponic ¢ Iry have m the United
States.

One important difference is taking ploce in 1981 which makes the o= vonce of this occasion a particularly
distasteful and onerous act this year for a majority of Hispanics. Your Aaministration has embarked on a course
of action which assumes a "'broad national mandate” from alt Americans to have you dismantle, disembowel,
or otherwise discontinue programs for the poor,women, the disadvantaged ond minorities.

We Hispanics do not support your current course of actions. We find them ironic, patronizing, insensitive and
highly contradictory fo the spirit of the National Huspmﬂeﬂ'og.prodomohonfor 1981, which you have just
signed. How con we observe National Hispanic Heritage Week in good conscience when:
« Hisponic Federal employees in unprecedented numbers are being given their last pay checks this month ond
told that the Federal Government no longer needs them,
o Essential progroms in key areas of health, education, employment, housing, energy, civil rights ond
transportation will no longer be available fo a large segment of the Hispanic population beginning October
1.
*Vital public information programs designed fo feodi Hispanics in the language of their choice are being
terminated at agencies such as the Depariments of Energy, Education, Housing and the Community Services
. Administration.
¢ Appointees of Hispanic ancestry to your Administration, who could spook out on behalf of the community,
have been few and largely relegated to lower level positions.
We 1 a cadlition of organizations representing the mojority of Hisponic Americans in the United States. This
letter brings to your attention those areas of most concern 1o us, which if left to the current course of action of
your Administration will set back the many advances our people have worked so hard to achieve.

We fully support the prir  les of your economic recovery plan for the Nation and are willing to sacrifice our
fair share, but not at the expense of the few hard-fought gains Hispanics have made in the last few years. We
recommend that you take immediate and decisive action fo alter the following aspects of your Administration,
which we find troublesome:

1. Instruct your (et Secretaries ond other top agency officials to work at reducing the negative m\poct of
your policies and programs on Hispanic Amaericans by consulting with the community before such actions
are proposed

2. Reorient your budget cuts to minimize the destruction of special emphasis programs of vital necessity to
Hisponics in the areas of Civil Rights, education, energy, health, housing, labar and transportation.

3. Alter the make-up of the Federal workforcein  icy-making positions fo assure that Hisponics and other
minorities are fully represented in the decision-making processes of your Administration at the GS-15,
Senior Executive Service and appointee levels.

4. Take a stronger affirmative action position 1o insure that “the last hired—first fired” rule presently being
applied inthe current “reduction-in-force” actions does not destroy ten years of progress made by
Hispanics in public service. The majority of Hispanics omp!oyod in the Federal govemment are non-career,
excepted term appointment, part-time, temporary positions with limited time in service. Consequently, they
are likely to be the fitst and mast unfairly affected group of “reduction-in-force” actions.

5. Through business tox incentives and other economic means, similar fo what you are proposing for the arts
and humanities, involve the private sector in filling the voids in Hispanic employment oppodumhes ond
community development needs, which you are creating with your budget reduction measures in the
Federal sector.

Me. President, do not brush these concerns oside as idle, “emotional, rhetoric from a small segment of the

community. Behind these concerns are stark realities of a duality in American life that could biunt the impact of

your Administration on the economic and social well-being of the United States.

We are not asking for charity nor for pity. We only want a fair share of our Federal tax dollar and the right to

have equal representation of our interests by your Administration.

We have been recentlly described in the national medlo as “'a people on the move—young, aggressive and

hungry for (our) rightful share of the American dream.” You can add significont meaning to this dreamand and

to the observonce of National Hispanic Heritage Week this year by reconsidering your harsh budgetary

s mmd anbicanhla nheanca af Hicnanic representation in your Adminstration and throughout the Federal
y | he | Hispanics and other

= THE WASHINGTON moem

What good is a balanced budget 1o a nanon or arser chized  zens?

* Notionol IMAGE, Incorporated * National Association of Farmworkers Orgonizations

C-LowamilorlmhAnmiemAmm * National Auociation of Latine Elected and Appointed Officials
* Notional Council of La Raza * Hispanic Higher Education Coalition
¢ Association of Hispame Federal Executives

e Associafion for Cross Cultural Education and Social Studies, inc.
*U. 3. Catholic Conference Secretariat for Hisponic AHairs
* National Association for Bilingual Education

¢ Codtition of Federal Hispanic Employee Organizat:

¢ Assaciation of Cubon-Americon Government Employees
© Leogue of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)

* LULAC Council of Northern Virginia * Spacial interest Group on Hispanic Research
SLWULAC  uncil 11041 of Washington, D.C. o Gitizens far Hispanic Fair Housing

* National Conference of Puerto Rican Women, Inc.  Hispanic Bar Assaciath »

© National Avsociation of Cuban-American Women * Mexican-American Women'’s National Association

o Marul nnd Governor’s Commission on Hispanic A ffairs * Maxican-American Lagal Defense and Education Fund

















