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OFFICERS 

MRS, CAROL APPLEGATE 
Ch•irm.in of the Bo.ird 

DAVID Y. DENHOLM 
Preside nt 

JESSE R, SMITH, SR. 
Secrebrv-Treasure r 

September 14, 1981 

Morton Blackwell, Special Assistant for Public Liaison 
Room 134 
Old Executive Office Building 
17th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Morton: 

Enclosed is the material which we discussed. Please feel free to 
distribute the copies of the arti cles which I have enclosed . If 
you need additional copies, feel free to contact me. I have a few 
available. 

I would appreciate it if you would keep the memo confidential for the 
time being. If you see a need to use it otherwise, please contact me 
first to discuss any other use. 

Sincerely, 

Affairs 

JCH/dc 



MEMORANDUM 

To: 

Re: 

Date 

Morton Blackwell, 
Special Assistant for Public Liaison 

Political Activities of Public Sector Unions and Affiliated Groups 

September 15, 1981 

The impending Solidarity Day, orchestrated by the AFL-CIO public employee 
unions, has raised a number of issues regarding union political interests and 
objectives at the national level. What these unions are trying to accomplish 
is clouded by leftist political activity which has strayed from its traditional 
role of opposing Republicans and allying with Democrats. 

Since January, demonstrations against President Reagan have occured almost 
weekly in Washington. Some accounts of these demonstrations are included 
in the enclosed news clippings. These demonstrations have been led primarily 
by the "kooky" left wing, including the Communist Workers Party. Although 
very well publicized, these demonstrations have been highly unsuccessful. 
The real effect has been to demonstrate that the ultra left wing/communists 
have not been widely supported, nor do they have much influence in and among 
themselves. NOTE: A number of organizations affiliated with the Institute 
for Policy Study have participated in these demonstrations. More on this ~. ~"--- ~- -~. . 

The succession of legislative defeats suffered by the left wing (which is 
synomous with labor unions) has led to increasing political desperation at 
the union national levels. These unions, unable to corner a legislative 
majority in Congress, have veered into the left wing of the Democratic party. 
This stance has manifested itself in a number of ways. For example, Bernard 
Demezuk was hired to be the Legislative Representative for AFGE at the 
national level. Demezuk is an operative of the most extreme left wing persuasion, 
which includes the Communist party and IPS. Interestingly, Demezuk was included 
in a May 2 demonstratfon which was planned at a March 20, 1981 planning session. 
Another demonstration on July 18 was also planned at this March session. The 
intent of these demonstrations was obvious by their titles, "Citywide Unity 
Demonstration Against Reagan/Barry Budget Cuts." 

Demezuk was hired by Jane McMichael who is the chief lobbyist for AFGE 
(hired by Ken Blaylock). She is identified with left wing operations, not 
only at AFGE, but in prior employment. These demonstrations are indicative 
of a deep political schism in AFGE between leftists and the conservative 
mainline members who nearly defeated Ken Blaylock in his re-election campaign; 
this, given Blaylock's enormous political advantages as president. 



Memorandum to Mr. Blackwell 
September 15, 1981 
Page two 

A Washington Post report of the May 2 demonstration depicts 100 people led 
by Communist Worker Party members in a 45-minute demonstration, protesting the 
President's budget cuts. Obviously, AFGE is not afraid to participate openly 
in Communist and IPS related projects. 

As you may already be aware, the Government Accountability Project, which was 
initiated by IPS, is jointly funded and manned by AFGE. Refer to the enclosed 
news release citing one of their complaints, jointly authored and signed, stating 
that information on the Government Accountability Project is available from AFGE. 
The Whistle Blower Campaign, initiated by AFGE, and the Government Accountability 
Project by IPS have serious implications in regard to national security. 

On May 22, AFGE held a well publicized, political strategy session in 
Washington, DC. This was billed as an emergency session to block the Reagan 
budget cuts. The meeting was closed to the press and even to AFGE members. 

A February 3, 1981 memo to Jeanette Abrams (managing editor of the AFGE 
newsletter) from Demezuk (who lists his title as Organizer and Political 
Coordinator for AFGE Council 211) outlines a strategy to confront the 
Barry administration. This memo also includes discussion of a "spring 
offensive." "We will continue to mount political pressure on the Mayor and 
City Council to end the lay offs and contracting out. This political pressure 
may come in the form of lobbying, letter writing, phone calls, press conferences, 
demonstrations, protests." This memo describes Demezuk's and AFGE's plans to 
impair the Washington DC government over issues of budget and other political 
matters. The purpose is to radicalize the District government and thus, 
influence Congress. 

Also among the enclosed clippings is an article from Political Affairs ( a 
Communist party theoretical publication) identifying various officials from 
AFGE and other public sector unions acting in concert on DC council elections. 
This reflects an increasing association between left wing public sector unions 
and the Communist party, as well as the publicly more palatable organization, 
IPS. 

An article (also enclosed) by Maurice Jackson, a self proclaimed Communist, 
discusses the fact that AFGE was receptive to his candidacy for DC City Council. 
He says, "After the forum, the majority of the AFGE Council 211 leaders and 
members present voiced support for my Candidacy. On election day, they organized 
pollsters to distribute our campaign literature." 

A June 13, 1980 article from the Metropolitan Review discusses the connection 
of AFGE with IPS, and the role of Jane McMichael in this association. McMichael's 
role is "to reorient the legislative and political activity into left wing 
directions, both in domestic and foreign policy." AFGE represents 65% of the 
employees of the Department of Defense, Navy, Army and Air Force. The article 
continues, "Its (IPS's) program is to develop a wide base beneath the elected 
leadership of the federal, state and county municipal government, who are willing, 
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on-call, to oppose the democratic procedures supported by American people, 
including strikes and work stoppages in government departments." IPS is very 
aware of the power of public sector unions to control the institutions in 
which they work. They realize the political power of public employees who 
are organized, indoctrinated, and politically motivated to manipulate those 
in authority. McMichael has represented AFGE at meetings held under the auspices 
of the Progressive Alliance, which is financed by the ultra left wing union 
boss William Wimpisinger. Others noted in the article as attending were 
Bella Abzug, former Congressman Donald Frazier and representatives from IPS. 

Also enclosed is the transcript of an executive council meeting at which 
Jane McMichael, Ken Blaylock and Bernard Demezuk were present, on December 11, 1980, 
to discuss strategy. On page 577, Mr. Capland is speaking of a resolution 
which was carried and adopted unanimously: "That AFGE will establish liaison 
with progressive research and development organizations, such as the IPS, to 
assist AFGE in developing a detailed, specific, reasonable alternative to 
administrative and Congressional tax and budget reorganization and contracting 
out proposals." 

Kenneth Blaylock is president of the Public Employee Department of the AFL-CIO. 
Although he does not have a great deal of prestige within AFL-CIO, he wields 
massive political power through PED. Enclosed is .· a copy of their newsletter. 
Note that the tone is openly hostile to the Reagan administration. Members of PED 
fall primarily in the Kennedy wing of the Democratic party. They believe themselves 
to be the leading political option for those who are not conservative Democrats 
or members of the Republican party. 

It is obvious from the enclosed articles, that it is the avowed political 
purpose of AFGE to join with any and all opponents of the United States government 
in an effort to circumvent normal democratic procedures for the purpose of 
obtaining either short term political goals or more widespread destruction of 
democratic processes and values. There is increasingly volatile evidence of this, 
of which we believe Solidarity Day (which could be marginally successful) is an 
example. 

attachment 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF AFGE'S COMMITTEE ON 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEE POLITICAL EDUCATION 

Vol. 2, No. 1 O June 5, 1981 

Political action is ce fer of FGE stra e 
Political action at the local level is the focus of the 

strategy program adopted by the 400-plus AFGE local 
-leaders who attended the Memorial weekend strategy 
conference held in Washington, D.C. The full text of 
the plan (reproduced in the June edition of The Gov­
ernment Standard) was endorsed in the regular meeting 
of the union's 19-member National Executive Council 
the day after the strategy session ended. 

area will be picked out for demonstrations. Supportive 
demonstrations will be held in various other AFGE 
districts to inform other communities, involve local 
allies, and provide AFGE members unable to come to 
Washington with an opportunity. to participate. 

Here are highlights of .the Action Program: 

July and August: Face-to-face lobbying, through con­
gressional breakfasts and other meetings with members 
of Congress. 

September: National Day of Protest, involving the 
maximum number of AFGE members in conjunction 
with the Budget Coalition of the AFL-CIO and other 
allied organizations. 

• The political action capability of AFGE will be 
. built !'1 congressional districts through formal political 
action committees at every level of the union. 

• A public education campaign will be devised to 
give citizens a clear picture of the impact of proposed 
Administration budget cuts. 

October: Membership vote on options for direct 
action protests if the threats to public service continue. 

• The union will join and form coalitions to fight 
budget cuts. 

In their closing comments, the strategy conference 
participants stressed that success depends on full par­
ticipation by AFGE's rank and file: • Union actions will follow a program of gradually 

escalating militant confrontations starting during the 
month of June and culminating in the early Fall. 

The Action Program contains a calendar of activi-
ties, including: ·; 

- •· June: Educate AFGE local members on -the program 
itself. 

July: Key selected sites in the Washington, D.C. 

"We believe this program represents a necessary 
recognition by AFGE of the need to strengthen and 
enlarge our efforts in the area of political and direct 
action. We make these recommendations with the 
knowledge that they cannot succeed without the com­
plete and continuing involvement of every AFGE 
member." 

Even though the public debate in 
Washington has turned from the gen­
eral topic of the federal budget to the 
murkier issue of a tax cut, there has 
been no relief for federal workers and 
retirees from the squeeze. 

Tax cut: 
• 1'-: : .. ~· 

President Reagan and his advisors 
are attempting to paint everyone who 
opposes their tax cut as "traitors" to 
the budget mandate . . Certainly, large 
corporations (about 1,700 of the rich­
est in the nation) will hang with the 
Reagan plan because they stand to 
receive about 80 percent of the tax 
reductions generated by the Reagan 
plan. Then too, among the biggest 
gainers are the oil, petrochemical and 
utility industries. Oil companies alone 
will pick up more than $70 billion in 
additional cash over the next ten years 
under the plan. People who live on 
dividends and stocks (unearned in­
come) will also appreciate the plan . 

Losers (traitors?) are the common 
working people in the nation. Most 
individuals earning less than $20,000 
a year would pay higher taxes under 
the plan if it is fully implemented. 
The poorest among us, those earning 
less than $10,000 a year, would end 
up paying 28 percent more in taxes. 

Democrats in Congress are pushing 
for a more reasonable income tax re-

duction incorporating the concepts of 
credits for social security and public 
employee contributions; establishment 
of an economic revitalization board 
with labor and management represen­
tation and aid to small corporations 
and firms which are labor intensive ( a 
job creating feature). 

Budget cuts: 
The Senate and the House approved 

the first budget resolution in mid-May 
imposing severe budget cuts that Presi­
dent Reagan had requested. This 
means that unless authorizing com­
mittees come up with alternative cost 
saving plans--or if (and this is highly 
unlikely unless Congress does a com­
plete turnaround)-the House and 
Senate both ignore their own instruc­
tions to themselves and reject the cuts 
in the second budget resolution vote 
around mid-August-big losers will 
be-

Retirees--who will not receive an­
other cost-of-living adjustment to their 
annuities until Mar. 1982. 

Federal workers on injury compen­
sation-who will suffer from scheduled 
changes in the Federal Employees' 
Compensation Act which will impose 
income taxes on compensation pay-

ments; require a three-day waiting 
period before their pay is continued 
(losing three days of income); have 
their continuation of pay provide only 
80 percent rather than 100 percent 
of regular earnings; and lose compen­
sation payments altogether at age 65; · . 
in addition to losing their own twice­
annual cost-of-living adjustments. 

Agency closures and rifs and more 
contracting-out-Whole agencies, in­
cluding the Community Services Ad­
ministration, CET A and the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission and Pub­
lic Health Service Hospitals are 
scheduled to shut down. Direct job 
losses and indirect service cuts will 
affect . millions of Americans. Addi­
tionally major portions of programs 
serving the poor, veterans, students, 
the elderly, minorities, the unemployed 
and others are part of the budget cuts. 

In a move to juggle the federal 
books, more contracting-out is planned 
in VA, the Department of Defense and 
the General Services Administration 
with guard service, food preparation 
and laundry and dietetic services top­
ping the list for study. 

Action: Even if you have already 
done so, contact your members of 
Congress again with an urgent mes­
sage to change this course and reassert 
a humane and sensible budget for 1981. 
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Federal Workers' still targeted 
~· \. 

in · bill imposing ·•offset' .· 
Although the Reagan Administra­

tion seems to have backed off the 
harshest proposals to cut Social Se­
curity benefits, it still persists with a 
provision to knock out earned Social 
S!!curity benefits for federal employees. 
That proposal also has the support of 
some Democrats. 

The so-called "offset" provision is 
alive and kicking in H.R. 3207, the 
measure sponsored by House Ways 
and Means Committee Chairman J. J. 
Pickle (D-Tex) and supported by the 
Administration. That part of the bill 

FAIR urges POCS 
to preserve COLA 

FAIR, the Fund for Assuring an 
Independent Retirement, is .continuing 
its fight against the proposed merger 
of the federal retirement system with 
Social Security. John E. Cosgrove, 
chairman of the coalition representing 
26 groups including AFGE, recently 
testified before the House Post Office 
and Civil Service Committee on the 
threat public employees face from 
proposals for universal mandatory So­
cial Security coverage. Asserting that 
such a proposal unfairly discriminates 
against federal employees, Cosgrove 
called on Congress to keep its promise 
to public workers who paid money 
into the system expecting certain bene­
fits when they retire. Cosgrove also 
asked the Committee to recommend 
that the current COLA arrangement 
be maintained to protect federal work­
ers and federal retirees from further 
erosion of their benefits. 

Job protection for 
guard technicians 

AFGE is contacting members of 
Congress in support of HR 1463, a 
bill to allow guard technicians who 
have been separated from the National 
Guard to retain their civilian jobs pro­
vided they can perform the required 
duties and have 10 or more years of 
service. 

National President Ken Blaylock is 
sending a Jetter, expressing AFGE's 
position to the Cbmmittee on Post 
Office and Civil Service of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

POSTMASTER: Sen1l address 
changes to: 

COFEPE, Suite 501 
1325 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

COFEPE'S POLITICAL ACTION ISSN: 
0198-6260 is the official publication of 
the American Federation of Govern­
ment Employees' Committee on_ Federal 
Employee Political Education. POLITI­
CAL ACTION is published biweekly 

. when Congress is in session. Contribution 
of $15 a year qualifies members for re­
ceipt of th is publication. Second class 
postage paid at Washington, D.C. Jean­
nette Abrams, managing editor. 
A copy of our r epo-rt is filed with the F ed eral 
Election Commi ssion and ls avail able for 
purchase from the Federal Election Commis­
s ion, Washing-ton, D .C. 
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would eliminate one dollar of Social 
Security benefits owed to retired fed­
eral workers for every dollar of civil 
service annuities they receive. 

In a "dear colleague" letter circu­
lated by FAIR, the retirement coali­
tion of 26 groups including AFGE, 
members of Congress were alerted to 
the "pernicious" aspects of the pro­
posed offset. 

Signed by F AIR's Executive Direc­
tor, John Cosgrove the letter goes on 
to express concern for active workers 
and retirees who "have relied on So­
cial Security benefits to supplement 
their income in retirement." 

Cosgrove chided proponents of the 
measure which would confiscate these 
"earned benefits" for their "tendency 
to forget that retirees who receive So­
cial Security benefits have worked for 
and contributed toward such benefits 
for at least the period required by 
law . .. " 

FAIR also is critical of the adjust­
ment formula proposed in the bill 
which "redirects the Social Security 
system away from its primary social 
adequacy objective and does so only 
with respect to a specific target group," 
civil service workers. 

Attack on FEHB 
knocked cold 

When John Ashbrook (R-lll) added 
his traditional attack on ' the federal 
employee health benefit program with 
language outlawing payment for abor­
tions, he probably thought he would 
see a replay of last year, with funding 
for federal agencies held up while the 
issue was debated. 

Ashbrook inserted -language into 
H.R. 3512, a bill to extend supple­
mental appropriations for most gov­
ernment agencies after the continuing 
resolutions expired on June 5. 

Ashbrook's plan was knocked cold 
after members of the conference com­
mittee considering the bill agreed to 
accept the Senate version of the bill 
which deleted his amendment. 

AFGE lobbyists did a lot of home 
work on the issue and circulated a 
persuasive position paper pointing out 
that the amendment would have out­
lawed all payment for abortions, even 
where . the .life of the mother is en­
dangered by pregnancy; and including 
treatments prescribed for complica­
tions arising from the pregnancy. 

VA cuts restore. 
at least for now 

Congress has the tacit approval of 
the Reagan Administration to act to 
restore money for 6,800 VA jobs and 
continued operation of over 70 VA 
offices. Joe Young, editor of the Fed­
eral Employees' News Digest, reports 
that Reagan Administration officials 
said they have no objections to ex­
pected action by Congress to put the 
money back. 
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House report 
·' lambasts . 

·, 

contractors 
AFGE bas been successful in getting 

an important part of its defense mes­
sage across to the House Armed Serv­
ices Committee. A report issued by 
the committee on the Department of 
Defense authorization bill agrees with 
AFGE's stand on the necessity of 
beefing-up the federal civilian work 
force at DoD installations across the 
country and curtailing contractors. 

According to the report, the short­
age of civilian personnel is one of the 
Army's most critical readiness prob­
lems because it interferes with unit 
cohesiveness and disrupts training 
cycles. Every day approximately 
28,000 soldiers are removed from their 
units to perform essential duties that 
could be done more efficiently by 
civilians, the report notes. 

For the Department of Navy, the 
committee has recommended that $12-
million be spent for an increase of 
300 civilian workers at Navy supply 
centers. It also calls for the hiring of 
an additional 122 civilians for the 
administration of Commercial Indus­
trial Type Activities. 

In line with AFGE legislative posi­
tions, the defense bill, if passed, would 
call for a ceiling for civilian personnel 
of 1,031,900-7,000 more than re­
quested by the Reagan Administra­
tion. The result would be an overall 
increase of 38,900 civilian workers for 
fiscal 1982. 

Dealing with another issue of major 
importance to AFGE members, the 
House Armed Services Committee re­
jected proposals calling for the con­
tracting-out of entire military medical 
facilities. According to the committee 
there's no evidence that such a move 
would result in a significant cost sav­
ings for DoD. 

AFL-CIO reports 
on 96th Congress 

The AFL-CIO Department of 
Legislation has issued a booklet 
which portrays labor's legislative 
activities on Capitol Hill during 
·1979-80. · · 

"The Peop]es Lobby - An 
AFL-CIO Report on the 96t _ 
Congress" replaces "Labor Looks 
at Congress." It features a new 
format including a two-year sum­
mary of lobbying efforts and the 
voting record of members of 
Cor1gress on major labor issues. 

Copies of this publication are 
available for $1.00 each; $90 
for 100 copies. Checks should be 
made payable · to AFL-CIO Sec­
retary-Treasurer and sent to: De­
partment of Information, AFL­
CIO, 815 16th Street, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20006. 



The troubled auto industry is getting some moral support 
and legislative assistance from AFGE on Capitol Hill. AFGE 
is actively supporting a bill (H.R. 3375) aimed at helping 
the auto industry by establishing within the National Aero­
nautics and Space Administration a comprehensive program 
of research and development. 

Local 2182, representing NASA research employees at 
the Lewis center in Ohio, has been actively lobbying for 
the introduction and passage of this bill for several years. 

The "National Automotive Research Act of 1981" would 
make NASA the lead agency in America's attempt to de­
velop an automobile that is capable of competing with 
Japanese imports. Under NASA's guidance, government 
laboratories, private industry and educational institutions 
would conduct tests on increased fuel efficiency, safety, 
reliability, decreased dependence on foreign oil, reductions 
in adverse environmental effects, and on other problems 

Extending the deadline 
on spouse offsets 

In a separate measure, Rep. J. J. Pickle (D-Tex) has 
offered a plan to add another five-year grace period for 
those spouses of Social Security- beneficiaries who would 
stand to lose their claim to spouse benefits if current law 
goes into effect as scheduled on Dec. l, 1982. The Pickle 
bill extends the deadline to Dec. 1, 1987. 

OPM-AFGE ioin forces 
opposing medicare switch 

The Office of Personnel Management is siding with AFGE 
in opposition to a proposal currently pending in the House 
Ways and Means Committee to require that federal em­
ployees health plans assume the primary cost of medicare 
funding. 

OPM, which . keeps the records on such things, re~ently 
pointed out to Rep. Andrew Jacobs (D-Ind)~sponsor of 
the proposal-that the effect of the move would be to in­
crease the average premium on health insurance policies by 
21 percent. But-more dramatically-it would hit hardest 
on those plans with high concentrations of federal retirees 
where premiums could be expected to increase by more 
than 70 percent. 

Noting another irony, OPM pointed out that the proposal 
represents another cost increase from one branch of govern­
ment to another, since government picks up more than half 
the premium payments of employees. 

Who .really pays? 

confronting the automotive industry. 
Under the bill, NASA would be appropriated $25,000,000 

for fiscal 1982 to carry the mission. 

Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md) is the newest member of Con­
gress. He was sworn in by House Speaker Thomas P. "Tip" 
O'Neill during ceremonies in the Capitol on June 3. 

AFGE was a key supporter in Hoyer's victory, providing 
radio time and volunteer workers for both· his primary chal­
lenge and in the special general election on May 19. 

1HE PRESIDENT'S 
1AX Pl.AW WAS NOT 
DESIGNED TQ ... 

rr WILL BRING­
ECONOMIG C-HAN'&E 
fOR THE WEAi-THY 

'BRING- ABOVT 
SOGIAL C.HN'-l&E-

"THE RE~T OF YOU WILL 
GET SPARE CHAN&E 

of f he big boys 
Did you know that 14 big corpora­

tions with combined earnings of $3.5 
billion paid no federal taxes (1978 
figures)? That there are millionaires 
who pay no taxes? 

• Exxon 11.4 percent on $8 billion legal, too), you'd think President 
Reagan might say: Hey, we can bal­
ance the budget (that is, after all, this 
Administration's Holy Grail) and end 
inflation by tightening up on tax loop­
holes. Then we won't have to cut off 
food stamps for the hungry, reduce 
unemployment comp, mess up OSHA, 
slash health and education programs. 

You and other workers pay your 
fair share. But (1978 figures): 

• 30 corporations with combined 
earnings of $14.5 billion paid less than 
10 percent; 

• 10 of the largest banks paid only 
6.3 percent on $20 billion earnings (a 
far lower rate than the average work­
ing person pays); 

• 145 firms from the Fortune 500 
paid an effective tax rate of only 18.6 
percent (the statutory rate is 46 per­
cent). 

Okay, you say, so some businesses 
fudge a little on taxes. But not every­
body's favorites, the oil companies. 

Sorry ... wrong again! Here's the 
tax some of the oil companies were 
paying on worldwide earnings (1978 
figures) while you were paying full 
rate: 

• Texaco 6.1 on $1.5 billion 
• Gulf 1.8 on $2 billion . 
• Atlantic Richfield 5.5 on $1.3 

billion 
• Marathon 5.2 on $717 million 
• Standard .(Ohio) 1.5 on $594 

million 
Now with all this tax-dodging (all 

THE SHRINKING SHARE OF CORPORATE TAXES 

~ Corporate profits taxes as a percentage of total federa l receipts 

[> Personal income and payroll taxes as a percentage of total federa l receipts 

[> Other: Excise, esta te and 1,>ift taxes; customs duties; misc. receipts 

SOURCES: t!conomic Report or the l'revid~nt, J • nuary 1~ 1 & FY82 Bud,iet R.vi&iona, OMH.. March 1981 
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··' In the bitter wake of the May 
7 Democratic defeat in the 
House, two leading liberals ex­
pressed concern for the long 
term consequences of the so­
called "Reagan Economic Re­
covery Plan." 

Rep. Morris K. Udall (D-Ariz): 
"I think, a year from now when 
it's obvious the medicine isn't 
working, interest rates are up, 
the economy is sluggish and en­
ergy prices are raised again, 
Reagan will be about where 
Jimmy Carter was." 

Rep. Norman D. Hicks (D­
Wash): "Now the Republicans 
take the responsibility for what 
happens to prices, interest rates, 
jobs and housing starts. I think 
in six months, we can show 
people we offered a very con-

. servative, cautious·, constructive 
program· and that Reagan's was 
the radical alternative." 

: } ··;~t ., 
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,. AFGE's D.C. lobby sets target bills 

.AFGE is lobbying the District of 
Columbia's City Council on a number 
of legislative proposals affecting union 
members who work in the D.C. metro­
politan area. Among the legislative 
priorities are: 

Outside Employment for Police 
Officers (Bill 4-107)-The legislation, 
currently before the D.C. Council's 
Judiciary Committee, would allow 
police officers to obtain outside em­
ployment as security guards. AFGE 
is working toward amending the bill 
to include · correctional officers who 
are under similar restrictions. Such an 
amendment would have a beneficial 
impact on AFGE Local 1550. 

Employee Training (Bill 4-173)­
AFGE is actively supporting the legis­
lation that would create and operate 
training programs for D.C. government 
employees. AFGE is also requesting 
that it be given representation on a 
21-member advisory board that would 
oversee the establishment of the train­
ing programs. The bill is under con-

sideration by the D.C. Council's Gov­
ernment Operations Committee. 

Residency (Bill 4-153)-Tbis legis­
lation, also before the Government 
Operations Committee, would require 
the District to give preferential treat­
ment to D.C. residents in hiring work­
ers .. AFGE has actively supported the 
bill and it is likely to pass. 

Merit Personnel Act Task Force 
Implementation Act (Bill 4-49)-The 
bill has been tabled by the Govern­
ment Operations Committee. It seeks 
the reestablishment of a task force to 
implement amendments to the Merit 
Personnel Act. AFGE is studying the 
legislation and will support it only if 
it is appointed to the task force. 

Other bills of interest to D.C. em­
ployees are: Occupational Safety and 
Health Act, Anti-Sexual Discrimina­
tion Act, Child and Day Care Act, 
Priority Contracting-Out Act, and Re­
districting Procedure Act. 

AFL-CIO / NY jobs coalitio~" seeks AFGE support 

Safety Commission cuts 
would curtail services 

Louis L. Abramsky, president of 
the Joint National Council of Con­
sumer Product Safety Commission Lo­
cals and AFGE Local 3477, testifing 
before the Committee on Appropria­
tions, Sub Committee on HUD and 
Independent Agencies, opposed the 
Administration's budget c1,1ts on the 
Commission. 

The Western New York Labor Coa­
lition For Jobs, a broad-based labor 
organization, has become a focal point 
for the AFL-CIO's proposed rally to 
protest Reagan ·Administration cut­
backs in worker protection and social 
programs. 

In support of a national march on 
Washington, D.C., called for by the 
AFL-CIO, the job coalition said, "We 
are hopeful that the entire labor move­
ment will join forces to bring about a 
clear and powerful demonstration of 

Alaska Council 
seeks. COLA aid 

Helen Giroux, a representative of 
the Anchorage, Alaska Council of 
AFGE Locals made a visit to Wash- . 
ington, D.C. to testify before a Senate 
subcommittee about a unique problem ' 
faced by federal workers in her state. 
Giroux discussed with Sen. Ted 
Stevens (R-Alaska) the inadequacy of 
the cost-of-living allowance program 
as it is administered in Alaska, leaving 
government workers there with salaries 
far below those of their private sector 
counterparts. 

A major factor in the complicated 
problem facing AFGE members in 
Alaska is the use of differing method­
ology by three government agencies 
that are ..responsible for establish­
ing cost-of-living allowances. Another 
problem is that the established maxi­
mum a\lowances do not reflect the 
unique employment and housing con­
ditions of the state's federal workforce. 

AFGE supports the subcommittee's 
proposal to call upon OPM for the 
creation of a demonstration project in 
Alaska that would attempt to alleviate 
the problem. AFGE is asking that 
cost-of-living allowances for the state 
be based upon the true cost and salary 
levels in the state, not on the standards 
of communities thousands of miles 
away. 
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our-resolve to stand shoulder to shoul­
der in the face of concerned attacks 
upon our organizations and members." 

The group has called for reinstate­
ment of extended unemployment ben­
efits, extension of trade adjustment as­
sistance, improved state unemployment 
insurance benefits, job creation proj­
ects, a shorter work week and expan­
sion of affirmative action programs. 

In advance of the marcli on Wash­
ington, D.C., the coalition is asking 
workers, all across the country, to 
write letters to members of Congress 
and to sign petitions in support of the 
group's program. The coalition will 

· then form a caravan carrying the let­
ters. and petitions, and take them to 
Congress. 

AFGE activists interested in the ef­
forts of the job coalition should con­
tact: The Western New York Labor 
Coalition For Jobs, c/o USWA Local 
593, Military Road, Buffalo, New 
York 14207; (716) 873-4361. 

AFGE calls for 
immigration policy 

AFGE, in a public statement issued 
in late May, has criticized the Reagan 
Administration for its failure to come 
up with an immigration policy to 
guide the dwindling ranks of immi­
gration and border patrol personnel 
charged with enforcing the nation's 
confused immigration laws. 

In the hopper 
CONSUL TANT CONTROL: Sen. 

David Pryor (D-Ark), with co-spon­
sors Sens. James Sasser (D-Tenn), 
Thomas Eagleton (D-Mo), Charles H. 
Percy (R-III) and others. S. 719 would 
amend and clarify authority for ap­
pointment of consultants and provide 
guidelines concerning the award of 
contracts for procuremen_t of consult­
ing and m~nagement services. 

-

He charged that "the budget re­
quests would drastically curtail both 
the size and scope of the CPSC's ac­
tivities." Included in the cuts would 
be a 40 percent reduction in the num­
ber of non-managerial field staff; a 15 
percent reduction in non-managerial 
headquarters staff and the elimination 
of three field laboratories. 

Abramsky stated that one of the 
reasons the Commission is criticized 
for not dealing effectively with the in­
dustries it regulates is the lack of field 
experience of some high level manag­
ers in Washington. He urged that, at 
a minimum, the field staff should be 
maintained at current levels. 

The elimination of the three field 
laboratories would religate the Com­
mission to a "reactive rather than ac­
tive position." 

In conclusion, Abramsky said, ... 
vast numbers of new and untested 
products are entering the market place 
everyday. Without a strong and effec­
tive Consumer Product Safety Com­
mission to monitor these products, the 
consumers of this nation would be left 
to the mercies of the business commu­
nities to protect them from hazardous 
consumption. 

Rep. William D. Ford (D-Micq), on 
the Reagan Budget proposals: 

"Thanks to Mr. Reagan's skill, the 
people are confused. They simply do 
not understand that the cuts are going 
to be in areas that affect almost every­
one but the rich, When they find out, 
the shock will be painful. And it may 
be too late." 
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fA ~oy~lBureauc:racy? 
I . . . . . ._. ;. · . 

I • . . 
~ As Pres ident Reaga n· seeks to that burenucrats under her in• 
t mal-e good on his promise of deep . fl uence :T,ay net t2.Ke retreilcr.ment · 
~ cuts in the

0

federal bureaucracy, he . orders like good soldiers . "Public 
1 will run into especially bitter cmployeesarenotasp'assi\'easthey 
) . 
'j resi stance from the targets of the used to be," ·she declared. ";,faking · 
; cutbacks. This is to be expected . government change is going to be 
! not simply pecause of the threaten- more difficult than it was four years 
',\' ed jobholders' obvious self-interest ago, or 10 years ago." · 
-~but a I so on account 0f in tense This confrontational posture of a 

·; ideological opposition to Mr. leader of the enormously powerful 
;~ Reagan's domestic and foreign AFGE in itself is a considerable 
;policies from labor union leaders challenge to the - new ad-. ~ . ' . . 
~,representing federal !;!mployees. m inistration's · ability to carry out 
~~loreover, ttere is reason for con-. the business it is constitulionally 
/,cern that a confrontation between charged or· enabled to perform. 
1 . 
;Mr. Reagan and the bureaucracy When one considers the incre:1sing 
!over the size of the work force c0uld . influence of the far left upon AFGE, 
1 be-exploited by 'radical laborleaders the gravity of that challenge must be 
~who might wish to disrupt the im- perceived as amplified. 
:_plement·ation of particular ad- The challenge cannot be over-
~ministration policies, foreign or . come with timidity. The systematic 
,domestic. ·· • threats that collective barg;:iining 
: Consider the formidable role of · ,_. units amqng federal workers could 

· the American Federation of .-. : pose to national security must be 
Government Employees, an AFL- ·,:'. evaluated and confr"onted, 

\CIO member· union. AFG£" · ._. r egardless of the intense political 
!represents about 650,000 federal pressure tha~ the existing union 
~einployees in coll ective bargaining powers m·ay be able to · impose. 
,agreements, incl_udinga majority of Loyalty to the Constitution, which is 
~the civilian employees of the . . required of all elected officials and 
!Department of Defense ; many .. - of the higher-ranking appointive of­
::cmvloyees of key foreign affairs . ficials through oaths of office, for­
·:agencies, Including the State merly was r equ ired of and ascer­
~Depar tment and the I nternational ; · taincd concerning all rc·dcral . 

· ~communications Agency ( the latter · employees _through the Civil Service 
!.o f which produces the Voice of · employment questionnaire. Ap-

. ~America broadcasts); and hundreds · . propriate loyalty questions, ·-
:Ot thousands of the federa l workers which in 1976 the Civil Service Com-
~c ha r ged with implementing mission dropped from f edera l 
!dom estic policies. employment forms, o'ught to be rein-· 
3 HistoricallyAFGEhasbeenofthe st;ited. 
George l'vfeany scho9I of an ti- The threat of labor radicalism in • · 
communist, anti-radical labori te the federal bureaucracy probably: 
~octrine and practice. But in 1979, a best could be minimized if President ) 
devotee of the ex treme left, Jane Rcaganwouldgiveithispersonal::?.t- · 
i1ci\iichael, was named as AFGE's tcntion. It is a potenti~lly daunting ·. 
director of legislation and political . challenge, but if anvone has the 
~ff~i_rs, the union's most powerrul '..;~. credenti~ls to meet jt, that :nan· is'· :J 
6ff:ctal not elected by the r~nk and.: .. __ . Ro,1ald Reagan. Mr. Reagan . -;! 

.· file. Ms. ·Mc Michael has been close•~-_._:.'. prob;ibly never would have bt>come -. · 
' ., ly associated with-,the Institut~ forJ_fi}politi~ally active_i f it had not been . 
.. :~ Policy· Studies, ·an influential, · far-:'.:',h for a far-left scheme to .undermine';·_.; 
r • left "think tank.'1 Th~ very week or-': .-:· the integ'rity of his. ind ustry nnd 10 ·1

• 

George· Meany's fun era l l as t cngngc it in subversive prop.:iganda 
January, she traveled with Inter- · ngainst the American go·;crnment. 
notional Association of Machinists Mr. Reagan was a leader in halting 
president William Winpisinger to that scheme then, and in those days, 
Cuba (or a discussion of undisclosed government employees and other 
content with Raoul Castro, · right- taxpnyers alike ought to note, he 
hnnd man to his brother, Fidel, one W3S not a representative of in-
of !he wor~·s leading sponsors of . duslrial management. He was- the 
t1rror ism. · · · elected president of an inter-
~1i\ftcr· Ronald ~eagah's election, national, AFL-t!ffiliated labor un- ' 
~ s. McMichael 1· pu~~icly .warned ion. : · 

. ~ . _; ... '. _.;. :!: .. ·. ·t.j· ... :.,- ·:· :;:: 
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MEMORANDUM: 1/Leadership Conference 

AFGE Leadership 

DATE: April 24, 1981 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Kenneth T. Blaylock ~-3 
National Presiden~ 

Strategy Conference 

Regardless of its outcome, the 1981 federal budget debate 
holes sweeping and dramatic implications for all .tunerican 
citizens into the next generation. This is especially 
true f or we federal employees who will suffer the same 
losses as other citizens in terITs of reduced levels of 
9overnrne~t service; at the same time, we are expected to 
absorb more than 15 p ercent of the $40 billion first year 
cost of the Reagan budget cuts right out of our pockets. 
Translat e d, it means los s of jobs, r eduction in pay, a nd 
additional workloads or contracting-out. 

That means we h av e a dual responsibility to see t o it that 
we act to shape this budget to blunt the negative propo­
sals affecting us as citizens and as eraployee s of govern­
ment. If you need any reminder of the urgency of the 
situation, just look at the headlines in your daily paper 
today. 

Even though the conditions which have led to this budget 
confrontation have been developing for years, I am con­
vinc ed that as a union we cannot successfully face this 
challenge without developing radically different and new 
tactics . 

. Therefore, on Friday, May 22, at 9:00 a.m., I am convening 
a meeting unprec edented in AFGE's his t ory. This Strategy 
Conf erence was formulated by a committee o f vice presidents 
working in conjunction with your national o f fic ers. It 
will not be a business-as-usual session. Those who expect 
socializing and speeches will probably be better off not 
attending. 
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(Local officials attending this session should observe 
all requirements for notifying their membershi~s of any 
exoend i tur es made on behalf of their locals. ·u .-•.;ev er, 
it is not necessary to hold special elections for dele­
gates to the meeting). 

The a g enda for the Strategy Co nference w~s developed to 
identify a nd refine new str ategies for A.FGE. These who 
attend will be expected to contribute ideas and proposals 
to help AFGE's members overcome the obstacles created by 
the hostile political picture facing federal workers. We 
also intend to set new l ong-r ange approaches for J-1..FGE I s 
future course. 

Because of the emergency nature of this meeting and the 
short time fra me, we were only able to res erve a block of 
500 rooms at the Sh eraton Hot el between Hay 21 and 24. 
Those rooms, as .,,,ell as material for distribution will be 
avail.able to ·those attending the conference on a first­
corne, first-served basis. The Hotel's address and telephone 
number are listed below: 

Sheraton Hotel 
2660 Woooley Road at 

Connecticut Ave., . N. W .. 
Washington, D.C .. 20008 

(202) 328-2000 

All participants must regist er between 2:00 - 6:00 p.m., 
on Thursday, May ·21 in the Hotel Conv ention Registration 
area. Identification will be provided which will also 
permit participation in a reception planned for May 21 
from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

I have enclosed a tentative agenda, along with hotel 
registration cards. If you have any questions on this 
conference, I urge you to contact my office at either of 
the following telephone numbers: · 

(202) 789-8900 

(202) 789-8902 
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THURSDAY 

• J -~. 

l:QQ pm l 

Registration 
1:00 - 5:00pm 

AFGE LEl\DER:::iHIP CONFERENCE 
FOR 

APPROPRIATE ACTION 
Shoreham Hot r!l , Washington, D. C. 

May 21 - 24, 1981 

FRI DAY 

9:00am - 10:30am 
PLENARY SESSION 
NP Blaylock 
Guest Speaker 

-10:30 - 10:45--Break--

Workshops by Agency 

(13) 

with catered lunch 

- 12:45 
Break 

1:00 - s:oopin 
Overview Workshops 

with .Instructor's 
rotating between e ach 

1. Organizing around 
Direct Ac tion 

2. Political Action for 
Confrontation 
Politics 

SATURDAY 

9:00am Workshops 
1. Organizing for 

Direc t Action 
2. Politica l Action f or 

Confrontation Politic~ 
3. PR to meet/defeqt 

the Budget Crisis 
4. Law and Confrontatiou 

Politi cs 
5. Bargaining Tac t ics 

for Worker's Securit, 

12:00 Noon------------­

LUNCH 

1:00 - 4:30pm 

Workshops 

Continued 

Wi t h 

Instructor's l . & 3 

3. PR to me et/defeat th•! 
Budget Crisis 

--------------5:30 pm-- 4. Law and ConfrontatioH 

Rotating 

Reception 

--------------7:00 pm--

Poli ·';ics 
5. Bargaining Tactics 

for Worker's Securi t, 

BREAK 

6:00pm Agency Meetings 7:00pm DISTRICT 
Rap Sessions with Planning session Organization and 

SUNDAY 

9:00am 
PLENARY SESSION 
NP Blaylock 
Guest Speak.er 
l\.genoy Reports 

· .. , . 
' . ..,_ 

PLAN OF ACTION VOTING 

SPECIAL 

ADJOURNMENT 

ACTIVITIES 

' ! 
,/ 

" • 

Staff Planning ses~ion 
----------~--------~--------...:....(l __ S_;_)J-_._ ______ _j 



.. 
..! , .~ \ 

?eb. 3, 1981 
~!e:::o To: Jeam~et~e Abrar:1s 

Managing editor; ?olitical .Action ~ie~sletter 

3e;~~~~'-iYerr.c2tt1t~~ · 
· .. , ... . ... ~ .. . ~ ... ,. --" ... ~- ... . A 

Organizer and Political Action Coordinator; AFGZ Council 211 
From 

Subject: AFGE Council 211 Political Action in D.C. 
,, 

·-.._ . .... . 
Introduction-: A couple of weeks ago your lyrics from the C1ris:::nas carole 

parody ~ere reprinted in an .article by Thomas Lippman of c~e Washington ?est 
entit:iled; "Dist:-ict 3udget Crisis Inreases its Misery Index." . The the:ne of t::at 
article is becoming tr~er by the ~eek. I've oeen organizing in D.C. for 5 years 
and I• ve neve·r seen it so bad· for t!-1.e poor and low salaried ..-orkers. I do not 
believe ~2t~2~s are going to i::xprove for quitz so~eci~e. I believe the A?GZ member­
shi? in the District must: become seriously involved in t~e District's political 
process if •,.;e ho-?e to si::i?lY alow do,;.,"n, aod perh..:i.ps t'!...-r:l arcund, this "inc::-easing 
miser; index11 assaulting our :;:err:ber_ship. This brief ::-epor-:: ?Oints to the begi:min6s 
of t his proce ss. 

~ute: Bel~ is the process that AFGE Council 211 ?olitical Action has begun. 
This is not o£ficial .!2GZ Lc!gislation and ?olitical A.F£airs ?Olicy. AFGZ Leg. and 
?01 .. Affairs at this ti=e dces not 1'-..ave "official" policy for the D.C. TJork.ers. 
However, there .seerr.s to be loose agreen:ent (unspoken) bet~een the 14th Dist~ict 
and tha ~1ational Office that the ideas below are moving in the proper direction. 

~"")o.·~'-7':-___... ~-- , __ ._..,.__ ..---~ ··r--~-•._..-.. -:.rv . ~~:;:~•"¥..~-=5:'i?'•";:TS~ -~ -v~~,:?,.~ ...-,,_ 

r::~~u.ncii::~~rtJ:~~t.E~J~1sq {a~t~~-~iresent:s--;-ro: ooo-:·c'i-,:;: ;;;ork~~s--~-~-~we are 
?resently facing another 200 layofts of AEGZ menbers in Cept~s of REcreation, Generai, 
Euwan and Environ~ent41 Services. These layoffs ~ill occ~= soru.e ti~e this spring 
and/or this strrnr.er. 

In addition, our r.iember:s in T::-ansportation, :Znvironrr.ental, Rl .. u-r.an, C-.eneral 
Services, Corrections and Housing and Community Developeent are facing contracting­
out of jobs. We do not iu~ow the specifics of who, what _ or ~hen, but ~e do know 
the city has plans of cont=acting-out hundreds of jobs in 1981-82. 

In addition, Mayor 3arry states that city employees ~ay be fac!ng zaro percent 
pay raise in 1981 (or at least that is what hi.s FY '82 budget prcposal to City 
Council callad for). At the sar::e time, inflation is topping 157.. 

In addition, due to the residency require~ent, laidoff en?loyees who have bee~ 
rzhired in another depa=t~ent in D.C. are forced to oove into the District after 180 
days or forfeit their new job. ~ith houses costing an average of $112,000.00 anc 
a r.Jo bedroom apart .. .ent averaging 500.0Q dollars a month, it is virtaally impossible 
for a worker to move into a relatively stable neighborhcod. 

In additicn, child and day care costs are skyrocketing. Many or cur city 
~orkers are single parents. Child and Day Ca.re costs are becoming ~ajor burdens 
on ~ork~ng parents or the single parent. 

In addition, CT.TA employees are being blatantly used as cheap wage labor in 
the District. Tr.eo~~c~ically, a CETA employee is to be picked up as a per:::1anent 

1 
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employee after. his/her 18 month ttaining period. 
t!:e CETA en:ployee to a job at highe"!:" pay, he/she 
18 month CZTA ~loyee. 

C',,. l) -

3ut in D.C., rather tr.an pro~ote 
is fired and rep;(laced by another 

In addition, and perhaps most critical for the D .C. CCC'J?"..l_nity as a ';Jhole, all 
of the9e adverse workL,g conditions are forcing morale among t~e ~ity rrorkforce 
to~ drop to dept:hs neve r be fore toucl-.c?d. 'Besides the cutbacks' in social services 
and layoffs of workers "-lho provide · those di~ect s ervices, this lc~ered ~orale 
adver se ly i :npacts on t~e rz:r!a ining social SP.rvices to ~~e con:::r.Jnity. As a sta=k 
e::-:2.r;;pJ.e, I ·..;as t.alking "wit!, D ,C. Fire r:.~ pt:. ambulance drivers (A.?'GZ 3721) the other 
cay a~d they told ~e th.;.e they do not rJsh to accidents anynore b~~a=sc t::e a.=.bulanaes 
are in serious need of ~ainte9e. With the layoffs, the city is cutting back on 
mai..ritenance service to city vehicles. . . _,,... • 

• -.~ ;, . .,c:;.; • ~~•• ;-•- ., ;,..,. ~..a..?;~ f.~_:::;,:: :~- ~- ~-~!:::'.! - ••:'cf,'::: ::.;.,;:~~~!:'..;.'::::; ~:::; :;;:£~~:~c::::•=::-,:~-::::::.::,;2..c,':';'~ ~~:::1't'?~s, '"'"'•-~ 
,}_,., .,- In sl{or't; as the b1.!dget c-r is is contin~es and d.ee?ens, our :ner.1bers ( .:l..!.-id ~:imr;,.ini ty \ -· 

fol~<) are ex;-2-r!encing ;:1ignificant i::1cr2.:1S i! S in misery • Council 211 b?lieves this ·'._ ~ 
] . c.::.·isis is a;Sr.ruch political as it is economic. Certain processional groups and classes- t 
- of people are not affected by the budg~t crisis. It's the low salaried workers and £~ 
J poorer cid.zec3• (racial minorities) t.i."1at: are most hurt by the cutbadcs a:.,d l.ayo£::s. fJ 
,i The Mayor's call for "equal sacr-ifice" by all sectors of the D .C. acmmnnity is a sham • . { J 
7 ~st: Saturday-' s business. section of t.he Post: listed corporation after co't'7oration Q 
~~'.~~~~7-:-.~~~:~;~~ ~~~~:~~~~,,,~;~:;:;7;~~~~~-~~"~~:.~==~~~:;,;-,-;: _7cp~~;~~~~:;;~ 

AEGE Council 2ll's political agenda for 1981-82 will be ·- gettred up to expose the 
above _ injustices and work to c.t.ange the inequities ,;.;e face. . 'Je are going to lobby 
City Council for quality low-cost child and day care, adequate pay-raises, an end 
to layoffs and contracting-out· and to change the residency requirement for rehired 
laidoff employees, and de!!mnds t!lat CZTA e!!.p loyees ~i0";1 their rights and are ?rovided 
all possible cpportud:ies (t:nder the CETA 1.a.w) to find emplo~ent: in the Dist;:-ict: 
before they are ter:ninated (b,e la~ is ver:y helpful here but it is not followed). _ 

In addition, Cou..-icil 211 will be joining other unions ctnd connnuni;:y based organ­
ization to testify and lobby Congress not to cut any social progra..-ns at appropriation 
hearings and to g:.-ant D.C. its full for::rula based f~deral payn:ent. 

In addition, Council 211 will be testifpng at City Council hearings on the 
Accumulated eperating Ceficit Act of 1981 whic~ calls. for taxes to be raised over 
the na.xt 6 y~ars to deleta the 215 million dollar deficic now facing the District. 
So~e of the taxa.s seem agreeable, some not. Hearings en ?eb. 13. - --·=---

---=---~::'-- • · •~:· ,._ . :-'-~, , ·a··,-. -:---"?-:,:w•.;--:-:t:~~~:~~ ;~~'.:Cl;tf~~f'~(;: ;~~;~\:~ ?'::~~, :;:.c;:t,·r~:;z~~~:}~~.i~3~~~ 
/'.""~----~-' tn -.:;;.dditi.'on;·- counc'i.~·-·211 'will be joining other union.s and C.B.O • .s in l.aunching ~ 

-'' --·· a &ring offens:f.~.aga.!:nt the budget crisi.s. We will continue to 'Clount political 
2~z ssur e on t:.¾e Mayor and Ci t y Ccuncil to end the l ayoffs and contracting-out. This ~~ 
i,-O litical n-ce.ss t:L"t'e may corne in _ the for:n of lobbying.~ l e tter-...--riting, phone calling, .. 4 · 

• -- _,.,...;:_,.s--••,-,.,,_.., ,.,-_ • .,_._ --"'·~•,>,r.<-Y.•e -;,,·::-:-,:,i,. :;, 

---.. =~ ... ~r\~!::t1~::zt~'.~€Jii-~~¥2t~~~~~_&{ii?.Jl~iii\~2~~-~;:~~=-::'::.~~~rz-r ~-~~-
rn addition, we are no~ setting the seeds to engage our cocncil in electoral 

politics for 1982. Six council seats are up and the Mayor's Office. We will begin 
voter registration, v(lter education on t."le issues, identify those politicians ·.;ho ara 

2 
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our fri ends and thos e who are our enemies, educate our reembership 2bout these 
c andida t e s r ecor ds and mobil ize our people to the polls in coor diruition with 

o . 

~ :~:~--~~:.~,,,: ... . :~,-_~:,~~-.:.~:. : ... :.-c ., : .. ,,_;:,.~· ~ ,:--:::y,•:,:-'.:':.~ ' ~: .::::-~:c:~~ ::· ::·::,~~=---= .::_-:S~~-:-r,:•~ :;_!;7.J" :;:;:;~~~~~--..;---,; .. , 
J•,Y In short, D .c. AFGB rn et:,bers h ave ne ve r befor e e ngaged t hams.e l vas in such political \ 

.. :/'ac t i v i t i e s but: the " politic a 11 of the budge t crisis has forced t he i .sst:.e and our ~ 
. ,... act:!.visn . ncpefully, re ·~i l l be r:2 l at i va ly suc cess fu l in ;;.n a l ::;:;oa t no -,lin s i tuat:icn .::i ~ 

.Y · But t ~e old ~.xim :-zz::?.in:J as t;.'1.!e t oday a s it ·..:a s . 100 yea,:- s .ago; 11The sc;1.~2.aky i 
. ;;h1::e l gats t:he 6r2ase ." or · a s •,.;e say t oday; "The peop le unit::d '-lill ne-; er : e de f eated. 11

] 

4 The prob lem is, ~a' ve ncv~r be en un i ted i n the Disti r ct. This is t ~e t a sk in front 

~ .,._,_:! : -;;· •-:=.:-~::~.:..~:... ~.., ••~CC,,:C. ; •:: . . : •::- •.,7:, .::.:.:~ ';~;;:r:.~::. •;:;: -::; ;; ~1,'.-;":,".¥'":'::~•~•: ·, i ,:•:~'., -::: ¥•'' .: -:~'_-:; -:.'-'• • ~ ;';.:,: .. :: .. t:•:: .:::•. ::h...:.:;;;:.;,.;..;t;,)1.,-~~!.."~ 

'Zhank'you for taking a conti nued i nterest in our proble!.lls, Jeanne tte. You 
have been verf 3U?portive ar..d he l pful~ ~e need it. 

3 
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Contact: 
AFGE Pub lic Rela tions Dept. 
202/737-8700 

1325 Massachusetts Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

FOR I ~i~.iED IATE RE LEASE: Octobe r 9, 19 30 

COMPLAINT FILED AGAINST MERIT SYSTEM PROTECTION BOARD 
CITING RUTH PROKOP FOR PROHIBITED PERSONNEL PRACTICES 

~--~---=-:~ --·-.::~~;--~;.-.~--;·:· ·~:=:o)·--:·' .-.~-4~-~ ... ;·~~- .:-:::~~-ci~7~\;_·_ -~ / 
In ~1:.- ~nprecedente d _ l e gal mo".'e, =,t12_~ ?'-:-'Il~rf~Jri_ .r~.d e;-a_~;r:o!: ,: '?f ·::;"'; ~J '-..___ 

~ .§o v.er .wn~n f ;_i:~l?:t:'C?Y.:¥.'~~;:J.fil:]2,:-J?Jq):\ .. 9.I:19- .:the·,._GQ.~~ rnrne n t . Acco UI1J ~?.~}-~ ~Y-•. . . ) 
~·Pt:9 ,j_e,-.ct · .. 11ave . filed a complaint against Ru.th Prokop, Chairwoman , 
~f t1 ~e:..:.Mer i t Syste ms Protection Board, citing her wi th "pro-
hibited personnel practice s." 

The jo i n t complaint was l odged wi th the Office of Spe ci a l 
Counsel (OSC) of the Me rit Sys tem Protec t ion Board, y es t e rd ay . 
The Off i ce of Spe cial Counsel is an inde p e nde nt watc h dog agency 
s e t up by the Civil Se rvice Reform Act t o p r ote ct whistleblowers 
a nd f ederal merit syste ms a g a i nst improper manage ment pressure 
a nd repris a l. 

The f o r ma l complaint al l eges e n c ro a chme nt on the Spe cial 
Counsel's inde p e nde nce bec a u s e of a set of letters sent by 
Prokop to Acting Spe cial Counsel Mary 0 . Eastwood in which 
Prokop advised that the Board- -not the Special Counsel--would 
h e nce forth by res ponsible for personnel and budgetary matters. 

AFGE a nd GAP charge that by those letters Prokop "has taken 
actions which will result in significant and inappropr iate 
ch a n ge s i n t he duti e s a nd resp o nsibilitie s of employees i n 
covered pos itions within the Off ice of Spe cial Counse l . . . " 

The uni on a nd GAP c o nte nd that inde p e ndence from the MSPB 
is vital to maintaining the effec t~ve n e ss a nd credibility of 
the OSC. The y cite the f act that the Office of Spe cial Counse l 
h a d its budge t cut by $2 million i n the month of Septemb e r, 
forcing it t o de t a il 82 of i t s 119 e mpl oy e es for that 30 - day 
p e riod . 

Altho ugh citing the he a d of the MSPB for inf r actions a g a inst 
the .specific provi s ions of the Civil Se rvice Reform Act is 
unpre c e d e nte d , attor n e ys foi AFGE a nd GAP note that the Spe cial 



.•. 

-2-

Counsel has authority to reques t a stay of any personnel action. 
MSPB is not exempt from any provisions of the C_.i .~l Service 
Reform Act, they note. ·· $ 

In its two years of operation, the Boaid ha~ generally grante d 
Special Counse l requests for initial 15-day stays of personnel 
ac tions to give the OSC time to conduct a n inquiry into com­
plaints. Following that 15-d ay period, the OSC has authority to 
request additional stays to protect employees from reprisals 
while proceedi ngs are conducte d. 

AFGE is the largest union representing Federal workers, with 
representation rights f or more than 750,000 federa l workers in 
the U.S. and overseas. GAP is a non-profit public interest. 
organization, assisting government whistleblowers. Since passage 
of CSRA~ GAP has been monitoring performance of MSPB and bringing 
cases before it. 

-30-

For More In format ion Contact : James Rosa, AFGE General Counsel 
737-8700 

or 

Louis Clark and Tom Devine 
Governm•::?nt Accountability Project 
234-9382 or 667-7904 

' 
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D.C. Coalition ;~gair1st 
Reagan Sany BtJdget Cuts 

A:;:ril 10 , 1981 

Dear Fr iend and Su-pporter , 

Li k e you , we are becoming more outraged a s we feel the impact 
of t he fece'!'"al and city budget cuts ... which keep coming . Like y ou , 
we are determined to fight these devastating attacks on ou~ qual i t y 
of l i f e. 

On March 20, a group of people representing labor, church, women, 
youth, ancr community organizations ca~e together to form t he D.C. 
Coalition Against the Reagan- Barry Budget Cuts. We are organizing 
a pretest n arch and r ally , Saturday , May 2. You have probab ly seen 
t he leaflets . This is the first citywide protest against the bu dget 
cuts, and , will he:ve r.aticnal significance . We are issuing a call . 
for a national protest in 1.-rashington , D.C., on .July 18 . 

The polit i cal l eadership in the District , on Capitol Hi l l, and 
i n the White House have clearly shown which interests they de f end. 
Both President Re agan and ~1ayor Barry cla im we must all sac·r ifice 
equally during this e cono~ic cris i s . But, 99% of the bu dg et cuts are 
aimed a t the poor and working people , particular ly Blacks and other 
rainori-: ies . Less t :han 1% wi ll af'f"ect the weal thy, la!"ge businesses, 
and the Board of Trade . The drasti c i ncreases i n military spending 
are coilling at the expense of vital s oc i al services and t he layoff s 
of t housands of workers . 

Organize with us for May 2 t o stop the budget cut s . We need not 
onl y your endorsement and marching feet, but, also y olll" act i ve out­
reach and material support . Pl ease f ill out the ap!)Top:Pi at e aTeas 
on the e nc l o sed l eafl e t a nd r e turn it to us . / 

I 

We have stayed too qui et and too divided f or too long . Now is the 
tL~e to come together , organize , and resist the budget cuts . 
Because the cuts are so widespread, our re s istanc e must be widespread . 

1 

736 6th Street N.W. 0 Washington, DC 20001 o (202) 347-2905 

City-Wide Unity Demonstration Against Reagan-Bony Budget Cuts Join Us! 
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Join us Saturday, ?fay 2. 
of the ~~ erican people who 
dard of living, democracy, 

This just struggle is in the proud tradition 
have always fought hard for a. 11ecent stan­
peace, and equality a.:1ong races ~nd sexes. 

Join our coalition . Organi z.e f or :.fay 2. 

Solidarity, 

~erry ~a~~~ey, ?res ident , ~ocal 1975, AFGE 
c=.e..::-ence Lu ::;ane, TJ 2.t ional ':' er.; ant s Union, E:xec·. -Soard.* 
Dwight 501,;~an , Py-esident , National Capitol Area Counc:il , AFGE 
Joslyn Wil lia.ms, Greater Wash. Central Labor Council* 
Ji:;i Xoran, City Council, Alexand:-ia, Va,* 
Ber~ard Demczuk , Legislat ive Rep . , AFGE* 
r;±ani Ki:kenny , National Anti-Racist Crganizing Committee , D.C. Chapt . 
Larry Weston, Deputy Ex ec. Direct 0r, ~etro. Wash. Planning and Housing Assoc . * 
Loretta Ross, Rape Crisis Center 
Hulbert Ja7nes, Center for Third World Organizing 
~ev. ~a.~ie Williams, Pas-:.or, Cal vary United ?-1ethodist Church 
Joe Cook, President, Local 41, AFGE 
Kathy Lipscomb , Cormmmi ty and hou sing activist 
Joe Davis, Gray Panthers 
Susanne Cepeda , Adelanta* 
Joey Sims, Young People ' s Lobby for Jobs 
J2mes Parks, Cornnissione::-, A,l\fC, Ward 7D 
Phyllis Jones, People's Ant::.-'J ar Mobilization , D. C. Chapt. 
Walteen Grady , Women for ?3.cial and Economic Eq_uality 
Ro..scoe Grant, labor organizer, ArGE* 
Mauri ::: e Jackson, Coalition for H~.1u1an Di i ni ty 
Tim Siegel~ Shelterf~rce* 
Jer~y w-nite, Bridge, Inc. 

*For identification only 
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a Cut die rich,. not the workers 
and the poor 

e Black and white unite 
stoo racist viofence • 

to 

Sl \TURDAY 

u-l\SSEMBLE: 10 a.m. Dist rict Bldg.- 14th & E Sts., NW 

iVIAi1CH: To the White House a nd 
back to the District Bldg. 

~~~ ~tr.t-'.~-~~,-- ,""'--'-''"""" -i,,;.:~.:'"' ~~-:'?c1!' 
... . ,:~-~ ~ 

* Stop i\11 Socia l Service Cuts: 
fu ll funding for CETA, food stamps, 
medicaid, housing 

* Demand Fu ll Employment: 
no layoffs 

* St op Radst V io lence 
* S;;:op Gov't Attacks o n 

Civ il liberties 
* Sta tehood for D.C. 

* D e ce nt Pay R a ise for city 
& federa l employees 

* Cut lv1ilita ry Spending: U.S. out of 
El Salvador 

□ My organizat ion 
would like to endorse 
M ay 2. 

□ I would like to or-
ganize for May 2. 

D Here is my dona-
tion of S ___ to 
help wi th May 2) 

~7.'S-'"'P."$.'-":-~s,.:r~i~:~~~~~ (Make checks payable 
Clip and return co: ~l to: Coa lition A gainst 

D.C. Co;, l itio n Aga inst J?e;,g;m-Barry Budg e t Cuts rJ Reagan-Barry Cuts) 
73 6 6 t h ST . , N .W. • Wash, D .C. 200 01 • 202 -3 4 7 -2905 ~ t'.l:.!""' ~ ~.. . .. 

J o in O u r Citv-liV~d e 
f'./aay 2 Unity March 

Name 

o,ganizaaon 

Address 

Ci ty, S:ate. Zip 

?none 

'· 
I'. 
t.; 

.~ 
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a 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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American Federation of Government Employees President Kenneth Blay­
lock, who also serves as president of PED, testifies in opposition to legisla­
tion in the Senate which would reduce the twice-yearly cost-of-living adjust­
ment for federal and postal retirees. Not shown is PED Legislative Director 
John Cosgrove, who presented the Department's statement opposing the 
measure, sponsored by Republican Ted Stevens of Alaska. 

In Public Service <1ssN 01s1-933o) 
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ditions of federal employment," they 
said. · "This reinforces protections of 
federal workers against arbitrary ac­
tion by the President," they added. 

Throughout the two-year court chal­
lenge against the imposition of federal 
employee parking fees, AFGE has 
stressed that many federal workers in 
metropolitan areas did not enjoy free 
parking before Carter ordered the fees. 

On the other hand, the pay-for­
parking-order severely punished those 
who worked in areas where parking 
was ample and had been free for 
everyone. Large military installations 
and other federal facilities which were 
located for their remote characteristics 
were prime examples of areas where 
the paid-parking-order posed a par­
ticular hardship for federal workers .. 

Blaylock Anlri 
Reorganizati~ 

PED is undergoing a major internal 
restructuring in response to the new 
directions set by the Department's Ex­
ecutive Board, announced PED Pres­
ident Kenneth Blaylock. 

A ten-member Steering Committee, 
comprised of five unions representing 
federal/postal and state/local inter­
ests, will be created to provide policy 
guidance between meetings of the PED 
Executive Board. 

Blaylock has requested that only 
principal officers participate in the 
Steering Committee sessions. Unions 
appointed to the panel include: 

American Federation of Govern­
ment Employees; Service Employees 
International Union; American Postal 
Workers Union; American Federation 
of Teachers; Laborers International 
Union; Amalgamated Transit Union; 
International Federation of Profes­
sional & Technical Engineers; Inter­
national Union of Operating Engi­
neers; National Association of Letter 
Carriers; International Association of 
Fire Fighters. 

In addition, two working subcom­
mittees of federal/postal unions and 
state/local unions. will be formed to 
make recommendations on policy ac­
tions by the Steering Committee. 

The subcommittees will engage in 
on-going meetings to develop pro­
grams affecting their respective con-

. stituencies. Blaylock emphasized that 
the Steer ing Committee will make the 
final determinations on issues to pre­
sent for the approval of the full Ex­
PrntivP Roard . 
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Tbe maximum leader of the largest of the among consc1entrnus federal employ0es. : :.0
. ' • 

federal employee unions is threatening an·· ·. ··-The high-octilne haranguing that the head 
"open confrontation" with :the Reag:m nd- of the AFGE is ind11iging in is quite different 
ministration over its plans to slice a bit into · from lobbying .against President Reagan's 
the compensation of those ,.vho work ;or the proposals, both as they nffect f egeral em?loy- , 
govern.:nent. The confrontation might take . ees -or for the social programs favored by i 
the form of "wildcat walkouts." · · :-· much of the trade union move□ent. , i 

''Threatening" is, we think; a precise way · We don't happen to think that the presi- -1 
of describing _the _fulminations of Mr. Ke;i- dent's proposals on fet.leral pay are all thJt : { 
neth · Blaylock, president of the A:wc:rican . radic:il. Ee is asking ~hose emplo1;:;es to as- . . j 
Federa:ion. of · Govc:rnment Employees. A sumc J share of the hurden th:1t is crucial ii . • 
m:ijor-league · unionist -cannot bi: so de- .. this economy is to hnve a ch~nce of rec9very. .i 
clarative, perhaps, or so candid. Strikes by · Ending the expensive practice of giving re- , i 
federal workers are illegal. So Mr. Blaylock tired federal workers two annual cost-of- 1 

assumes a tone of forecasting, of merely read- · livfng increasc:s, instead of a single 
ing the tea leaves. . · adjustment - JS with Social Security annu-

~vou are going to sae·more open confrontri- . · itu.!lts,' for exnmple - is ;iardly punitive. Nei-
, tion," he said. "Militancy is incre.'.:!sing .. . __ :·ther does it strike us as awful to i~c~ude 
what will happen will happen." Mr. Blay- f e·derel fringe benefits in computations to ar- - i" 
lock's coy phrasing thus permits him to as- rive at the principle of pay comparability for i · 

. sm::ne a posture which, presumably, absolves fed eral employees. 
him from charges of .fomenting or abetting But specifics aside, Mr. Blaylock h;:?s deliv~· 
illegal acti::>ns. ·. . . . . . ered himself of a chall enge tbat the odmin-

Tb is is. not Great Britain and !v1r. Blaylock istration must be ready to accept should it 
is not president of a hatioaal Trades Union come to · that. If, c.1s the 12n1on lead.er pre­
Council. lr:Jeed, we suppose that the vast ma- diets/envisions/anticipates, there are wild-
jority of federal employees have more sense, cat strikes a•nong federal worke:rs, t!ey 1 

and more respect for the law and their com-. should be treated as the severe breZ:Jches of · i 
mitmen.ts of duty, than he is exhibiting. Even legality they are. i\~any oi tho.se in une!:lploy-
.}}is thre.'.lt that unionists could "bring this . · merit lines dc-ubtless wou!d be eager to t~ke 
gov_e rnment to a halt just by working by the over the jobs thus forfeited - ond might ap­
·rules" should not !ind -great · rerep!ivity predate the~ hl?re than the incumbents. 
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From the Editors to You . .. 

Once again you. our readers and supporters, have made 
our annual holiday fund appeal a real success. Here are the 
initial responses to the appeal which thus far has netted 
over $3,000 and 30 gift subscriptions. 

J. Sheridan, $15; J. lamb, Okla., $20; M. Allen, Ca., $10; 
P. & R. Bruns, Mn ., $7.50; V. Faranda, N.J ., SlO; M. Russi­
ty, Ark., $20; A Gary steelworker, $20; H. & A. Johnson, 
Mn., $10; M. Schutz. NY, 550; I. Kuschke. Ark., $5; A. 
Levin, Ca .. $10; W. Binkley, N.C., $5; 

M.R., $10; J. Marinaro, NY, $10; F. Asher, Conn ., $10; 
C. & A. Zitron, SlO; C. Krell, NY. SlO; Surovell, NY, SlO; 
S. Montesotos, NJ. $10; J. Varga, Ohio, 526; P. & A. 
Althoff, KN., $25; P. Boothroyd, NJ. $30; 

J. Reno, NY, $20; S. Dorfman, Mass., $10; E. Freistadt, 
Ca ., $5; A. S. & J.C., Mass., $10; S. Glass. Ct., $15; M. 
Bergman, Fla ., $15; S. Levinson, NY, $10; H. Epstein, NY, 
$15; W. & K. Tillow, Pa., $25; H. Weingast, Ca., $10; J. 
Hodes/A. Cohen, Ca., $25; Michael & Vera, Fla., 510; 

S. Katz, NY. $5; T. Walsh. NY, $5; A.W., NY, $15; 
R.D., Ca., $25; G. Kowal, NY, $100; A.W., NY, $15; 
K. Kaleida, Pa .. $5; J. Gilden, D.C.. SlO: ZK. Nelson, Ca., 
$25; G. Ryal!, Ca ., S25; J. & S. Schreiber, NJ. $10; G. 
Green, Ca .. $10; J. Speight, Ca., $20; M. & M. Miller, Ca ., 
$25; 

S. Yelich, Ca., $25; C. Lutz, Ca ., $25; E. Spiegel, Mi., S5; 
B. Deleon, R.I., $25; K. Front, Ca., $25; M. & H. Shoiket, 
NJ, $10; I. Kohn, NY, $10; F. Landry, Ma., S10; F. Keller, 
Ca., $10; M. Schraper. Az., $10; N . Matiatos, NY, $50; 
Anonymous Friend, $5; Tarpinian-Howley, Ma ., $5; 

E. Rand, NY, S10; 0. Salz, R.I.. $5; North Carolina 
Trade Unionist, $10; A. Ehrlich. NJ, $10; D. Shaporo. Ca., 
$5; J. Hicks, Ky, $25; S. & S. Davis. Mo., $10: P. Raymond, 
Ca., $10; E. Olsen, Fla ., $100; F. Greco, Ill., $25; E. 
Loughboro, Ca., S25; B. Polin, Ca., $50; L & W. Parry, 
Wa ., $25; 

F. lasse, Or., $10; H. Hemmingson, Mn., $10; · E. 
Vassiliades, NJ, $10; E. & V. George. Wa ., $5; R. Dickson, 
Ohio, $5; J. & V. Fisher, Ma., $5; A. Devine, Ma., S5; E. 
Zwolinski, Ca., $10; I. Fierstein, NY, $10; A. Yuruir, In., 
$5; V.M. & D.L. , Ca .. $5; M . Shapiro, Ca. S10. 

A. Lima, Ca., $15; J. Simkin, NY, $10; M. Nikitas. NY, 
$5; A. Simon, NJ, $10; C. Legg, Wa., SilO; S. Eisenscher, 
Ill., $10; G. Shenkar, Mi., $20; V. Cole, Ca., S20; J. Stabell, 
Pa. , $10; J. Kriegler, NY, $10; R. Brown, NY $25; M . Carl. 
Ca ., $10; J. Nahem, I\TY, 525; J. Soloman, NY, $10; 

M. & S. Zeitlin. Pa., $10; C. Vail, Ca., $25; K. 
Lindemann, Ill ., $10; R. Klonsky, Ca., $25; M: Alexa nian, 
Ma ., $10; S. Kugler, Ca., $10; R.P. , Ca., $25; J. Hecker, 
Ca., $15; D.M. & J.V., Pa., $25; M. & F. Blair, Wi. , $25; M. 
Kardash, $15. 
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· D.C.- Munici · al Elections 
and ihe t tehoo ·ueslio MAURICE JACKSON 

Although D.C. is the 15th largest city in the 
nation and the nation's capital, it is confronted 
with great problems: 
• Ninety per cent of D. C. 's unemployed are Black 

and the Black unemployment rate is over 17 
per cent, for Black and Latino youth 75-80 
per cent. 

• D.C. has among the highest infant mortality 
rates in the nation. 

• D.C. has the lowest life expectancy for Blacks in 
the entire nation (Black males, 58.5 years; 
Black females 68:3 years). 

• The average cost of a new home is $119,000, for 
the shell. 

• 100,000 people~ mostly Black and Latino, have 
been forced out in the last decade and the 
Metropolitan Board of Trade.has-introduced 
a plan, "Year 2000," to drive out another 
100,000 by 1999-to be accomplished by driv­
ing up rents, condominium conversions, etc. 

• Hospital costs rise yearly 50 per cent more in 
D.C. than they do nationally; the average 
cost of a hospital room per day is $350, $700 
per day for intensive care. The tuberculosis 
rate is 4 times the national average. 

• 147 corporations list profits of over $1 million 
but have paid no taxes to D.C. since 1976. 
And 51 per cent of the land in D.C. i~ used by 
the federal government but is exempt from 
taxes. 

• D.C. is also the home of many national organi­
zat ions which pay no taxes but who receive 
services at the expense of D.C. taxpayers, 
who pay taxes- of more than $2,000 per 
capita, $491 above the national average. The 
$300 million Congress allocates to D.C. is just 
n o t a d equa te co m p e n sa tion. 

These conditions and the need for someone to 
speak out about them in all-embracing terms 
mandated our putting forth a candidate. How-

Maurice Jackson is the district organizer of the D.C. -Va. dis­
trict, CPUSA. 

DC MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

ever, D.C.'s citizens, who were "granted" the 
right to vote in presidential elections in 1961, can 
only run and elect candidates for municipal posts. 
In the race for City Council there were 6 candi­
dates for two at-large seats: John Ray, incumbent 
Democrat; Jerry Moore, incumbent Republican; 
Charles Cassell, Statehood; Charlotte Holmes, 
lndependent;Joel Gamer, Independent; and Glen 
White, Socialist Workers Party. We discussed the 
value of running an independent candidate for 
City Council, analyzed our relationships with 
broad forces-housing activists, trade unionists, 
community folk, church men and women---and 
concluded that we could make an important con­
tribution. This author had the honor of being cho­
sen as ~he candidate. We set several campaign 
goals: 

- to present an independent candidate, but not 
hide the Party; 

-to develop a broad support committee which 
would call the shots and be composed of public 
and transit workers, mass leaders, etc.; 

- to develop a program for local needs, correct 
in principle and appealing to a majority of voters; 

- to stress the class angle by defending the in­
terests of the majority while demonstrating that 
big business is opposed to the peop_le's interests 
on every issue; 

-to incorporate in the program the major legis­
lative demands of the local labor movement, all of 
which coincided with our own; 

- to appeal especially to public workers (the 
largest category in D.C.) and to the members and 
leaders of public workers' unions; 

-to make special efforts to work with transit · 
and municipal workers, both of whom are ex­
p erien cin g acute a ttacks o n their w age standard s; 

- to stress the Party's support for building an 
. independent political coalition, with labor at its 

core. Such a coalition could determine the election 
of candidates by endorsing and campaigning for 
them af!d presenting its own independent candi-
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dates. Such a coalition is seen as a precursor of a 
local people's party; 

-to stress the issue of statehood for D.C.. 
We issued 50,000 pieces of material, including 

3,000 posters. We were endorsed by an impressive 
array of people, among them the Rev. Ben Chavis, 
George B. Murphy, Jr., Black and Latino commun­
ity activists and trade unionists. We were also 
supported by a large number of public workers in 
the city, some of_ whom worked on the campaign 
committee and ga.ve special attention to the issues 
concerning public workers. 

Public workers in D.C. are struggling for a 9.1 
per cent pay raise (the mayor is only offering 5.5 
per cent) and during this time there were several 
demonstrations outside City Hall on this question. 
Ours was the r,p!y C'1DJJ;?eign.to .su.ppact tbe..d~­
mands of these workers. 
-While media bias p~ented much of the public 

trom knowing who the candidates were, many 
community and civic groups did hold candidates' 
forums. We participated in several, including 
those sponsored by tenants' organizations, stu­
dent unions, the Elks Club, church groups and 
most . _notably the public workers' forum spon­
sored by Council 211 of the American Federati~Jl 
of Government Employees (AFGE). 
""'ft 1s no exaggeration to say that ;.,.e were the 

best-received in the forums, even when the audi­
ence was pro-Democratic. Outbursts of applause 
to my remarks were common and I was the only 
candidate to receive a standing ovation at the 
AFGE forum. Council 211 of the AFGE represents 
9,000 city workers. These same city workers are 
presently struggling for a pay increase that the 
mayor refuses to give, claiming that no money is 
available. Both incumbents supported the mayor's 
view. At the forum I was able to project not only 
our support for their struggle, but was also able to 
indicate exactly where the funds could come from: 
1) elimination of waste and mismanagement in 
D.C. city government and 2) collection of all cor­
porate back taxes. 

Channel 4, the NBC affiliate, covered the forum 
and captured the highlights of the debate for the _ 
11 P.M. news. The segment they aired showed my 
speech, the audience's standing ovation and then 
ended with a shot of the incumbents, Ray and 
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Moore, squirming in their seats. 
After the forum he of the AFGE Coun-

Conclusion 

Our campaign was unlike the incumbents' par­
ticularly in amounts of campaign funds, publicity 
and approach. But what we lacked in funds was 
made up in innovativeness and hard work. The 
People Before Profits mass rally, featuring Angela 
Davis, myself and the Reverend Ben Chavis was a 

"'tremendous affair that drew 600 people. 
In assessing our campaign we concluded that 

the decision to run an independent candidate for 
City Council and to build a broad-based campaign 
around such a candidacy was correct. This was a 
broad! -based cam ai with a eo Ws candi-

ate who was el'-a a Communi~t. Our approac 
throughout was aimed at developing a mass ap­
proach on the issues and to developing mass ties. 

In this independent campaign the Party won 
great respect from those who worked in this effort 
because the Party was involved not as a force 
which would "run" the campaign, but as a partner 
of other participating forces. '[.h~ p~r_:ty fl.._u1=>s ~r_,_e 

· te ra r,artof all as ect offI-ieefect'foneenni 
On November nearly 5 per cent of the vo es 

cast for City Council in the District of Columbia 
went to our candidacy-8,300. And in my home 
precinct I received over 21 per cent of the vote. 

Historically D.C. voters have cast a significant 
number of ballots for independents. The 1980 
presidential election was no exception. While Car­
ter outpolled Reagan 124,376 to 14,971, the com­
bined totals of Anderson, Commoner and Clark 
surpass the vote for Rea gan . The Party's preside n ­
tial ticket of Gus Hall and Angela Davis also 
showed an increase over the 1976 vote of 59 per 
cent; the total rose from 219 in '76 to 350 in 1980. 

We view our campaign as a big victory for the 
people of D.C., as well as for the Party. The task 
before us now is to build a broad people's coali­
tion, led by labor, to take on those issues raised in 
the campaign. This task goes hand-in-hand with 
building the Party. 

POLITICAL AFFAIRS 
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~- ~~~"<iA..i fulON CHUR(;.r-,. :t•fref!g:bten ~h. 

~ ~er..se . ODO . too. The71-year-oldcllurchw~ 
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- '.>' . . . . . . . <~~ii\~-~~--:-~~ 
_._:./·F:B. ~ ·A.gent .Says Cuba Om~taJs(~;:: lk 

. ...... .. .. . . . . . . ... .. ;. r:· -~ ·,,;..,.. 

·At U.:N~-Instructed 1NeatpermeD 'fj 
,t;. ~~., r .. 

. By ROBERT PEAR !_,'._,_:'.t .i .; 
. . . . • .•• ·s.,ec..1ton.&N!!'wYcn11::>M I . : 

, r.:· _WASHINGTON, SepL 24 - A Federal In respor....se to questions posed by Mark r :_J 
it Bureau of Investigation agent who fol- . r.ummi"gs, a lswyer for Mr. Felt, Mr. i ., 

· )! lowed, the activities of the Weather '£.!n- Yermeerscb testified that "Cuban intelli- t .. / 
, , '1erground organization in ~ early ge:oce officers were attached to the fc_t _~_._-.·~-•i.~­

:; 1~70's testified today. that some meml>:1-s Cu.ban Mission to the United Nations and ,. = 
; ; o& ~ militant _antiwar group "received that at least sorce of the Weatherman ~~ 
i ._instructions'• ·.trom intelligence officers fugitives and support person.'1el received fi~~ ! i-.attached tci'Cuba'.s mission to the United ~tractions from the:Cu~ mission." . . t~ 

l 
~tlons. . . , . . • Mr. Vermeersch descn~ the CUban . r5~i 
"'►-""The ~t, -James L..Vermeersch, was ·on as "a amtact pomt for the . ( \~ 

: ·--oµ1~ a.s a witness •tor the Fec!eral Go¥- Weatherman org--,-Oizatioo," and be said tft;~ 
1 •,~mment, but much of bu! testimony ap:- that the first secretary of the mission in · f~~ 
: i!p,eared :.o buttress :~ arguments of the the early 1970's was known to be a CUban . r ... _'._::_~ 
, two d efendants, W . . Mark Felt and. Eo- intelligence officer. · • ~ 
: ward S. !'.-tiller, who were top ·officials of Mr. Yenneersch, who saJd that he had ' i-:::~J 
, ..the bureau at the time. Mr. Felt and Mr. participated in 15 to Z1> break-L'lS without f.::"'.1 
'-Miller are being tried in Federal District search warrants, asserted that ~ r~:;:; 
1 Court here on a felony charge of conspir- Weatherman org?!.1lzation had "more_ . l}:sJ 
: .~~ to violate the constitutional rights ot. contacts abi:oad" and received more di- f;:;"; 
•~•cttizens by nuthorlzl.ng Federal ag"'....nts to rection from abroad than theCotp.t:11unist !\1' 

-:~ into homes ~thout search war- PartyoftheUnitedStates. . · t / 
,··-rants. · . .: : · - . Mr. Vermeersch insisted, under ques- t l- ·, 
l.t~ -,Toe break-ins were·'~ed to find ti~ by the chlef prosecutor, John W. k;,.' 
i ~lues to the location of fugitive m~rs N1elds Jr., . that the searches conducted [t:.1 
: -of-the Weather Underground. which had by the F .B.I. !n the- early l970's without t ~:. 
1 )taken responsibility for bombings at the search warrants were l~gal. But he ac- t"~\ 
' Pentagon, the United States Capitol and knowledged that the evic!ence could never t // 

elsewhere. Defense attorneys have con- be introduced i..., court because, b~ said, It t -:7~ 
tended that the break-Wl were part of a was "tainted." Mr. Nields said that the r :·::;;,; 
legitimate intelligence-gathering ~ra- evidence was contaminated t-ecause L'le f :'i 

1 tion. . . searches were !Uegal. f.i~ 
1 Mr. Venn~ rscll. a lawyer who ls now :Mr. Yermeersch said he was aware ~f:~ 
l ,~ legal adviser in the bureau's St. Louis that one o! the l_eading Wea therman fugi- ; :~:; 
: ~Qt.tire, off ere<! the first public disclosure tlves, Be~ Dohrn, m et in Cuba k"P· 
1 <of.of many of the points contained in a stipu- with representatives of the Vietcor..g in V _;;Jj 
• · Jation, or agreement, between L'le Gov- 1968 and 1969 and traveled to Algeria •;.,:,:r:-
1 ernment and the defendants that was de- about 1970 to m~~ wiili. re2re..-.e1'.tatives !:~ 
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THE PROGRESSIVE ALLIANCE AND THE I.P.S. 

Under the umbrella of the Democratic Party 
primary election campaign, with Kennedy 
challenging Carter, the Institute for Policy Studies 
<lPS) has been able to successfully infiltrate the 
top levels of major labor unions, consumer groups 
and farmer organizations. Whether Kennedy wins 
or loses, the Institute for Policy Studies wins. 

The Institute for Policy Studies was founded in 
1963 by former Kennedy Administration junior 
officials of the National Security Council and 
State Department, Richard J. Barnet and Marcus 
Raskin, and is an internationally active Marxist 
!hink tank pressing for a revolutionary world and 
United States. IPS's programs include lobbying 
and gaining influence in Congress through 
seminars and contacts with staff aides and 
le£islators in order to influence U.S. foreign and 
d~'rense policies along lines favorable to the Soviet 
camp and the multitude of Soviet-backed terrorist 
"'national liberation" movements in Africa, the 
Middle East, Asia and Latin America. IPS's 
domestic policies have focussed on coordinating 
the efforts of state and local New Left officials in 
deYeloping Marxist ·'alternative" programs and 
institutions; and in breaking down the two-party 
system. 

The mastermind behind this operation is Marcus 
Raskin who, working with such women's groups 
as the );ational Organization for Women, has 
been able to lace left-\vin r · I ideolo ues 
(primari!v women into lead in!! staff ositions in 

!~ 

-~ a skin began his operations several years ago by 
concentrating an attack on the oil companies and 
establishing the so-called "Citizens Labor Energy 
Coalition." This coalition, backed financially by 
William Winpisinger, recruited primarily women 
backing the Equal Rights Amendment and males 
who were members of the socialist-leaning 

~-~-- =· .. ---

limited to building a coalition of groups whose 
leaders were already left-wing radicals . His major 
breakthrough came last year when the previously 
conservative and patriotic American Feder9tion J 
of Government EmploYees (AFGE brought Jane / 

c; 1c ae m as ns 1rector oi egislation and 
Political Affairs. AFGE represents more than 
750,000 Federal employees. 

A leading person in the Americans for 
Democratic Action, McMichaers role was to 
reorient the legislative and political activity of 
AFG E into left-,ving directions. both in domestic 
and foreign policy. AFGE represents more than 

t
.'1

1

65% of the employees of ·· the Department of ~ ­
Defense and the Armv. :KavY and Air For'ce 
Departments. Many ~f thes~ employees are 
women and minorities and Mc~f ichael's task was 
to organize them in support of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. abortion and lowering of qualifica­
tion standards for professional positions so that 
women and minorities could move up. 

..,,AFGE_also represents major components in the 
foreign affairs agencies, particularly the Inter­
national Communicatiom Agency (ICA). where it 
speaks for all ~mployee~. The Voice of America-is 
part of ICA; its most recently appointed director is 
Marv Bitterman, a known activist in women's 
liberation affairs. 

Under Marcus Raskin"s guidance, the various 
left-wing or left-wing-infiltrated groups transform­
ed the Proeressi\'e Alliance into a coordinatino 

- 0 

committee for left-wing operations. Its program is 
to deYelop a wide base beneath . the elected 
leadersh1 01 tne Federal. S~ate. County · and ( 

unic1pa go\'ernmer,t~ \\ 1 o are willing. on ca ll. 
to oppose the democratic procedures su ' orted by 

e n neo .e. me u mg stnkcs an wo'rk 
stoppages in govanment departments. The 
-P-rogress1ve Alliance uppo:,e:, miUtar5 tmi1d-up. 
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launching were Bella Abzug; former Congressman 
Donald Fraser, now executive director of 
\tembers of Congress for Peace through Law 
(~1CPL); Eleanor Smeal, National Organization 
for Women (~OW); Ed Garvey, National Foot­
ball League Players Association; Marc Raskin, 
I PS: Lee Webb, JPS National Conference for 
.-\lternatiw State and Local Public Policies 
(~CASLPP): Len Ball, AFSCME; Marjorie 
Phyff. Democratic Agenda; Bob Thompson, 
1AM: and Chris Dolberg, Low Income Housing 
Coalition . 

According to UA \V sources, the PA was to 
raise some S250,000 in its first year to hire a staff in 
Washington and to coordinate acti\ ities across 
the county . The PA's first major activity was 

· centered on the 1980 Federal Budget, and is 
was to begin in March 1979 either with a mass 
demonstration in Washington accompanied by 
coordinated budget protests across the country, or 
by flooding Capitol Hill with hundreds of lob­
byists. 

Ob\·iou sly the January 15th date was chosen by 
Douglas Fraser to coincide with both the opening 
of the 96th Congress and with legislative con­
ferences in Washington of a number of major 
trade unions including the UAW, AFSCML and 
the 1AM. 

Working together, the left wing of organized 
labor was able to exert considerabk inOuence on 
the House Democratic Caucus, securing a 90% 
success in placing their favored Congressmen on 
committees in order to, in Douglas Fraser's \Vords, 
"make rhe White House quit listening to the 
rheroric of rhe dollar rraders and start listening to 
the \'Dices of rhe people." 

The So\ iet invasion of Afghanistan has preclud­
ed open support for Castro by Raskin and . 
Mci\1ichad. lnstead. Mc Michael arranged to have 
herself appointed to travel throughout the country 
on behalf of an organization known as FAIR, 
Foundation For Assuring An Jndependent Retire­
ment. This is primarily a coalition of organizations 
of retired Federal employees and ~unions of 
Fed ~ral State. County and Municipal employees 
\\·lw a re opposed to merging their retirement 
syst em~ ~\·ith Social Security . Although th e pur­
po~c:-. of FAIR arc limited. McMichacl has been 
authori1 ed to speak in its name throughout the 
cnuntry . She has used its funds to travel widely. 
~upporting Kennedy and the policies of the 
.. · A 11:.,n,.,- n~rtir11l:.ir· l\' thni_e being 

which Jane Mc.Michaels serves, Raskin directed ✓ 
the attention of the meeting to the need to "alter 
the current political system of government in 
America ." The ProgressiYe Alliance is particularly 
unhappy about the recent developments in Cuba, 
and the refugee movement and has sought in every 
way to distract attention from it to other areas. 

McMichael's commitment to detente and to ✓ 
Kennedy is so great that when she heard of the 
fiasco in I ran when Carter attempted a helicopter 
rescue of the hostages. she exploded in ex­
clamations of joy that this would lead to 
Kennedy's nomination. 

As principal advisor to Ken Blaylock, AFGE 
President, she has funneled thousands of dollars of 
money donated by AFGE mep.1bers into the 
campaigns of left-wing politicians. To help 
Kennedy in the Indiana primary, she persuaded 
Blavlock to authorize raising the AFGE contribu-. ~ 

tion to Birch Bayh to S2 ,500, a sum greater than 
AFGE had ever authorized before and a sum 
depleting prospectiYe political contributions to 
long-standing legislative supporters of AFGE. 

Part of Ken Blaylock~s anti-Cuban policy sterns .1 
from his fears that unless he relies on Jane V 
McMichael and her ties to the radical elements he 
will not be reelected President of AFC E, a job 
paying nearly S70,000 per year. and will have to go 
back to his Federal job which pays less than 
S 15,000 per year. 

The major importance of the AFGE role in the \I 
Progressive Alli a nce is its relationship to the 
Federal bureaucracy, particularly to the military 
departments and the foreign affairs agen­
cies--State. AID and lCA (with its control of 
Voice of America). 

It should be noted that the State Department 
criticized the popular and private Cuban rescue 
mission. This is because of the role of Pat Derian 
and the Human Rights Bureau, which is in­
strumental in the setting of foreign policy and the 
e.\penditure of funds for relief operations. 
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From April 14 through June 9, 1980, the 
Washington School, a fee-generating project of 
the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) pr~vided 
a series of courses at prices that range from S75 to 
SI :5. 

Judging by the rates per session, the elite of the 
I PS instructors were Paul Warnke, Maurice 
Rosenblatt and Senator Mark Hatfield (R-OR). 

This trio proYided three two-week sessions on 
diplomacy, lobbying [Rosenblatt is the founder of 
the \'ational Committee for an Effective Congress 
(\'CEC)] and legislating. (May 13 to June 17, 
Tuesdays. 7:30 to 10:00). 

Joining: this prestigious group \\-·ere Congressman 
D~LRonald Del)qms (D-CA), described as "the on(r 

ac:kno1dedged social-democrat in the House of 
Represemati\·es;" and IPS leaders Marcus 
Raskin, its aging co-founder, and IPS's current 
director. Robert L. Borosage, Raskin's protege 
wh o reached that position via the National 
Lawyers Guild (;';LG) and the Center for Nation~tl 
Security Studies (CNSS) . The Dellums-Raskin­
Borosage seminar series. entitled "Political Paths 
in the 1980s, ·· is describe · in part as discussing "the 
current sralemate in l : ie liberal coalition, the 
necessity and possibiliry of building a· ne11· 
progressz\·e coalition which turns away from 
Sarional Securicy Keynesianism and towards a 

.>1e1t ideology predicated on human righr.s, 
political participation and ~quitab/e reJistribu-
1iu11." ( April I 6 to May 21, Wednesdays, 7:30 to 
10:00). 

M o:-t of the sreakers were priced at about 
S25 pc:r three hour session. For less than ~10 an 
hour. Scott Armstrong of the Washington Post 
led discussions on the U.S. Supreme Court 
du ring the period 1969 to 1976, with the basic 
'"rexr'" for his course being the book he co­
authored with the Washington Post's \Vatergate 
star reporter Robert Woodv•,ard. The Brethren. 

On the same evening (Thursday. 7:30 to 10:00), 
Karen DcYoung. Dep uty Foreign Editor of the 
H ·ashing tun Posr. provided insights into the 
role of L".S. correspondents overseas which \Vere 
particularly interesting in light of her ex­
r~ricncc:-- CO\ering the FSLN revolution in 
'.\ica ragua. 

AnJ i f insights into the methods of th e 
If ·a.,hingion Post's star reporters at home and 
a broad arc of insufficient interest, Arthur l\1acv 
Co ., c,arnint·d based. based on his long career as,; 
Sc)\ ict specialist in the State Department and CIA. 

were Gar Alperovitv, Jeff Faux, Chuck Rawlings 
and Karl Frieden of the 1\ational Center for 
Economic Alternatives (~CEA) (formerly the 
Exploratory Project for Economic Altematives); 
Giovanni Berlinguer, a member of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Italy 
(CPI), member oT the ]tali.an Parliame.nt and 
brot~er of PC] secretary-general Enrico 
Berhnguer; Ivanhoe Donaldson, a top organizer 
for the militant Student !\on-violent Coordinating 
Committee (S:'\CC) in the l 960's and long-time 
I PS fell ow who is now General Assistant to the 
Mayor of \Vashington. DC: Isa be] Lete]ier. widow 
of the murdered - Chilean KGB agent, Orlando 
Letelier; and James Zogby. national chairman of 
the Palestine Human Rights Campaign (PHRC). 

Other instructors include Pat Dowell (Film and 
Sexual Politics).· \\'alter Hopps (Ti·.-enrieth 
Century American Arr); Michael Moffitt (The 
International Economic Order); and Jeremy 
Rifkin (Parad;gm Sh({t) involving discussion of 
the themes 'j"rom monopoly capitalism to 
economic democracy; from a centralized political. 
republic to dee entrali~ed · steady-state com­
munities." 

The diverse range of subjects covered by IPS in 
this spring session of the Washington School is a 
product of the organization's decision to continue 
developing a middle-leYel influence network in 
Washington, DC. :\'~xt on the agenda, according 
to JPS fellow Jeff re\· Stein. writing in The 
Progressive, is a " •p;ogressfre Club'~in Wash­
ington-a aplace ro eat, ralk, 1hro~1-' around some 
dissident ideas.·· 

NOTE: Writing in the April 1980 issue of The 
Progressive, Jeffrey Stein gushes about how "the 
other day" he poked around*** and uncovered 
another part of the emerging underground*** the 
office of Af arcus Rask in *** the Institute for 
Policy Studies ... 

Obviously Stein·s use of the term "the orher 
~a.( is highly flexible since in 1977 Jeffrey Hall 
Stem. a former U.S. Army Intelligence Officer in 
Vietnam, was an JPS associate fellow and an 
organizer of the I PS conference of U.S. and 
Japanese parliamentarians on Korea. More 
recently, in an article on anti-Castro Cuban 
groups in the Village I ·oice (3/ 10/80), Stein 
boasted of his contacts in Ha\·ana with the Cuban 
DS1 I, with whom. presumably. he is less dis­
oriented as to time. 

O_ther members of the JPS ~chool faculty not 
assigned clas~es this sorine inrl11dt> bmP, 



Solberg Ladd, Saul Landau, John Marks, Prexy 
~esbitt, .\1ichael Parenti, Charles Peters, Barbara 
Raskin, Earl Ravena) and Bereket Selassie. Lynn 
Liotta coordinated registration. 

It is noted that Taylor Branch is co-authoring 
former Assistant U.S. Attorney Eugene Propper's 
movie and book on the killing of KGB agent 
Letelier; T:'.\l director Saul Landau and former 
ivashing ton Post reporter John Dinges are 
writing their own book on Letelier; while Michael 
\1offitt and Letelier's son Chris are reportedly 
disgusted \vith the exploitation . 

\\'hen the Kennedy campaign was announced 
last year. the Alliance began developing a pro­
gram to make Castro popular. As part of this 
p~am. it arranged a trip to Cuba led by / . 
\\ mp1srnger. Amonn , · ass o s on \Vm-
pism~er s o ane was Jane McMichael. who was 
meeting " ith Raoul Castro on the very same day 
that George Meaney, the former president of the 
AFL-CJO. was being buried. 

About sixty representatives of one hundred unions 
and organizations of the left met on January 15, 
1979. for a breakfast meeting at the Capitol Hilton 
hotel in \\·ashington, DC, to formally launch the 
ProgressiYe Alliance (PA). 

The P:!\. \Vhich currently is using office space 
donated by the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) at 
1625 L Street, N. W., \Vashington, DC 20036 
(202 ,' 452-4800), is an outgrowth of the Fraser 
Assembly. a meeting held in Detroit that was 
called by l ;nited Auto Workers president Doug­
las. Fraser to organize a new political alliance. 

Whiie the sixty representatives and observers 
drank their orange juice and coffee and ate their 
sausage and scrambled eggs, they elected their 
converior. UAW president Fraser, as chairman; 
agreed. with a minimum number of changes, to a 
grand iose statement, "Toward a Progressive 
A 1/iance. ·· and nominated a steering committee of 
ten. Those invited to become members of the PA 
steering committee were William Winpisinger, 
president of the International Association of 

o ,G1ach inist~ (_IA i\·1): J u_les Bem<,\ein... La_borers Un­
:;v 10n ln tt:: rnat1onal; Rak Pcmerance, Fnendsofthe 

Earth /FOR): William Lucy. AFSCME and 
Coalitton of Black Trade Unionists ( CBTU ); Leon 
Sull, .-\mericans for D;.:mocratic Action (ADA): 

150c.__El!e_n Berman_; Milly Jeffrey. National Women's 
' Poltc~ Organizat10n ti\ WPO); Dorothy Height, 

:\ation:.i! .-\~s, ociation of Negro Women (NAN\V): 

Progressive Alliance," was \vritten by Marcus 
Raskin, now a "senior fellow" at the Institute for 
Policy Studies (IPS) and a long-time instigator of 
"third party" left political moves who has had a 
significant influence on the People's Party, 
National Conference for :'.\ew Politics (NCNP), 
Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee 
(DSOC) and the 1976 Democratic Party platform. 
Working with Raskin on the statement were the 
UA W's Don Steelman and Steve Schlossberg. 

In its call for "new agendas" and an "alliance of 
working people, minorities, women, the middle 
class. fami(r farmers, endronmentalists, senior 
citi::ens, the poor. the handicapped, educators. 
sTUdents, clergy and lay acti\·ists, consumers, and 
all those commiHed to human dignity, economic 
jusrice, and peace," the Progressive Alliance sets 
out the follov.-ing goals: 

"We will mobilize and fight for economic 
programs that pro\·ide full employment and 
stabilize prices. pan icular(r in the cost of the basic 
necessities of l[fe. *** 

'' ~Ve seek ro protect the right of H·orking people 
to organi::e and struggle as unionists to win 
security, dignity and their fair share of the wealth 
their labor creates. ~Ve demand the right of the 
poor, the unernplo_red, and others discrirninatcd 
against in society to H'in that same securiry, dignity 
and personal H·el/ being. H 'e advocate an end to 
the corporare domination !hat has crcaied the 
massive inequities in distribwion of incorne and 
wealth. 

"We hope for policies rhat promote world peace 
and support a rational defense policy and the 
absence of excessive military spending. *** We 
seek ways of deh\·ering health care as a basic right. 
*** 

* * * * * * 

"*** We believe in the importance of govem­
m enr as the v ehicle ;hro ug h H·hich the c:ollecril ·e 
will oft he people can be channeled ro do ~\'liar each 
of us as indi\·iduals canno1. We understand that 
many human needs can be mer only bypuhlic and 
.'iotial ser\'ices and H'e H-an ta politics that responds 
to those human needs, ew.·n H'hen societr suffers 
from less rapid grO\\·th and economic se.tba/ks." 

PA tactics will inclu_d~ organizing .. inside and 
outside the po/ii ital parties," holding "citi::en 
hearings," sponsClring demonstrations. 
underwriting "independent research and 
puhlications." and a totally non-exclusionary 
policY of collaboration \\ith "al/\\hoscck 1001111~1· 
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MR. WALSH: That's right. But I do agree that we 

should -- my secretary always knows where I'm at, so I like 

what you said. 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: Okay. The motion was withdrawn. 

Was the second withdrawn? 

HR. DAVIS: Yes. 

PRESIDENT BL.:;.YLOCK: Okay. Do we need a motion, or 

is it an understanding that this is just a policy we're going 

to all abid.e by and try to live with? Okay? 

Okay, Vice President Kaplan is next. I'm not sure, 

Al, but I think some of these were caught up in that Legis­

lative Committee report, and some of them maybe weren't. 

MR. KAPLAN: I'll take them one by one, then. 

These are a series of four resolutions that came out 

of J. .r.eeti:..19 we had in our district. The first one is for a 

tactically prepared membership, attachment 14. I'll read the 

"Resolved": "That AFGE conduct a detailed, scientific, merriber-

ship-wide, direct action and tactics survey to properly assess 

membership readiness; and be it further resolve d that AFGE 

conduct district-by-district direct action and tactical 

seminars, workshops, and speaking tours to acquaint the metuber-i 
' 

ship with various tactical approaches and opir:ions as public ! 

sector worke rs." 
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If there's a second, I'll speak on .... 
l l.. • 

MR. PETERS: I'll second it. 

HR. KEARNEY: ,·,hat attachment is t..1-iat, Al? 

MR. KAPLAN: Attachment 14. 

One of the problems we consistently face over the 

yea r s is that when an issue comes up lik e t he one on ap-

574 

propriations did a couple of days ago, none of us are really 

in a position to say what our mernbershi? is ready to do. We 

have talked about gauging the mer..bershi?, and we did a token 

type of survey, I think, during the last y e ar. 

But what we feel is necessa ry is to go into more 

depth and to educate the membership. as to the options that are , 

.I
I 

available 1 and get some feedback on what they are prepared to 

do 1 should the need arise. That's the . basic thrust of this 

motion. 
! ,. 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: Okay, a COilwent on this for 

your informa tion; I totally agree with the thrust of the 

As a result of this item that carae in you know, :I motion. 
I 
!1 the Public Employee Department just had their planning con-,, 
ii 
'! 
.1 
:i 

fe r e nce f or ne x t year a nd I got a chance to talk to Bob Poley , 

;
1 

who is 
I . 

president of PATCO. They presently have a team of, . I 
!I 
·i 

think, three of their p e ople in the ir h e a dquarters office, 

a nd they are using organi ze rs in the fi e ld. They are now 
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conducting a series of these types of seminars and worksho?s 

around the country; a very detailed, · planned program, because 

they were looking very much for the possi~ility of a strike 

around their negotiations that are coming up sometime in the 

summer. .. 
In order to prepare their locals and their organiza-

tion to make sure what ttey did was effective, they developed 

a very planned program. In fact, they brought in some con-
-· -- -- ··~ -

sultants to help them develop the program. I have asked Bob 

if he would be ·,,;illing to sit down wit.'f-i a couple of ot.itr people 
.•. ..J .. - . 

I 

and give us the benefit of what they ' re doing, and he indicatec· 

he would be more than glad to. 

Okay, any further discussion on the motion? 

(No response.) 

PRES IDE~~T BLAYLOCK: No further discussion. Those ir_ 

favor of the r7,otion, let it be known by saying "aye." 

(A chorus of "ayes.•·) 

PP.ESID:C::'NT BLAYLOCK: Opposed, "no." 

(No response.) 

PRESIDE~T BLAY LOCK: Th e "aye s " have it , a nd the 

motion carried unanimously. 

r-iR. KAPLAN: The next one is attachment 15. The 

"Resolves" are: 11 ':'hat A.FG2 seek t .o co:-iso lid.ate and s t.:::-e::1gther. 

i 
I 
I 
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MR. PETERSON: Okay, no problem. 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: Any further questions . or 

comments? 

(No response.) 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: 
• 

Hearirig ~one, those in favo= of 1 

! 

tl1e resolution, let it be known by saying "aye." 

(A chorus of "ayes.") 

PRESIDENT BLl>.YLOCK: Opposed, "no." 

(No response.) 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: The resolution carried 

unanimously. 
i 

• I 
I 

MR. KAPLAN: Attachment 16: "That AFGE will establish. 

liaison ~ith progressive research and . development organiza­

tions, such as the Institute for Policy Studies, to assist 

·-- . --- ······--·-------
AFGE in developing detailed, specific, reasonable alternatives 

V 
i 

to Ad..--ninistration and Congressional tax, budget, organizational, 

and contracting out proposals." 

If there's a second, I'll talk on this. 

MR. DAVIS: Second. 

MR. KAPL..;:'.\N: Again, this one i s , I think, s omee1ing 

that we've done, i::1 part, to my understanding. This would 
-- - - . -- ·---- --- ·- -- -- - - ·---··-­. --- •· • - - · 

place us on record, though, to continue those efforts. There 

I 
' . 
I 

is a research ca?ability, particularly in D.C., of organizations 
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that either are working or could work on issues that we're 

concerned with, like the pension and Social Security merger, 

pay reform, and other issues. And I think it would be to our 

benefit to have thera linked with us, or be able to draw on them 

as a matter of policy . 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: Yes, we're already into several 

of those. For instance, I sit on the Council for Research at 

the Wharton School of Economics, University of Pennsylvania. I 

serve as a nember of the Aspen Institute. Most of them are 

economic-type think tanks, really, from a broad spectrum of 

the socie_ty. 

MR. KAPLAN: We're not talk ing about the Herita ge 

Foundation. 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: I'm glad you're not . 

MR. KAPLAN: This leaves the discretion to the 

national office in terms of what. you want. , 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: Okay. Is there further discus-

sion or debate? 

(No response.) 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: I f no t , is there o p posi t i on? 

(No response.) 

PRESIDENT BLAYLOCK: No opposition; the motion 

carried ur.a nimously. 



.National -Anti~KJan ·Network's conference maps strategy 

f.!'Spring offensive) agains-i the Klan 
Guardian Staff Co"espondent 

. Wash~gton,D.C 
.More than 500 third · world and · white. activists met here Jan. 

30-31 to launch a "spring offensive" to counter the K11 Klux Klan 
(KKK) and the general upsurge in racism. · ~ 

The principal demands of the spring offensive are: that · the 
Reagan administration and all levels of the government declare a 
national state of emergency concerning the rise of the Klan and 
racist violence, and that all federal, state and local gpvernments 
enforce · Jaws against · murder and assault and enforce existing 
'_'anti-Klan statutes" which have been on the books since 
Reconstruction. . 

The meeting, held on the campus of Howa.rd University, was the 
· second conference of the National Anti-Klan Network (NAKN), a 
loose coalition of civil rights, left, trade union, religioµs, _antiracist 
and feminist organizations founded in 1979. . 

Activists came to the conference painfully aware of the alarming 
growth of the KKK and racist violence since NAK~held its first 
major . ·conference in December 1979 irr Atlanta. That -meeting, 
organized a month after th.e KKK · murders of five antiracist 
activists in Greensboro, N. c:, launched a national march against 
the KKK Feb. 2, -1980, that drew 7000 people. . . 

"At that time," said the NAKN conference call, "we sounded an 
alarm, noting that racism and reaction .were on the move again, 
and that . the Klan and similar groups were their shock troops. 1W e 
noted that racist ideology provides the underpinning for right-wing 
assaults on· all our people--labor, women, the poor-and indeed, 
on all the democratic rights that ·are basic to a humane society. 
Events since then have proved us tragically correct," the call 
continued. "The -Klan is marching·again all over our country. " 

Most · of · the politically- . diverse- forces here demonstrated 
awareness of the potential of the antiracist movement and the need· 
to deveiop strategies to . turn back the racist tide. 

"We have come together from different races, sexes,.·political 
and religious beliefs, anq different classes; we have come_as 

· ~lacks, wh~n and women, gays and- straights, communists 
an.Q___ Christians, to demonstrate unity against the common enemy," 
said~Rev. Lq_~er:Rfils;_N executive commtfteemember and 
director o{ the Interre!igious F~onfor Cominuntfy- Urganiu~ 
tions (IFCO). '· . · . 

Participants, °who came· from every region of the _U.S. , reflected 
the broad character of the NAKN. Labor .organizations represented 
were the National· Education · Association~ the all~Black National 
Alliance of Postal and Federal . Employes, and· the . United 
Steelworkers of ·America, among many· others: Among left groups 
were the ~mist Workers P~_Socialist Workers ~y. 
!'{orkers World Pa C munist Partv (Marxist-Leninist) and th~ 
Revo utJ.o,na ocialist Lea ue RSL Noticeably few members of 
the Organizing _ Committee for an Ideological Center, a Marxist­
Leninist party-building group, were :present. A number of 

. • 4 . : ... -

participants were connected with the party-building "rectification" 
movement ·centered around the journal Line of March. The , 
Gµardian also sent representatives . 

In addition, legal and antiracist groups ·included the Center for 
Constitutional Rights, the National Conference of Black Lawyers, 
Dykes Against . Racism Everywhere, the National Antiracist 
Organizing Committee, Those United to Fight.Fascism, the Southern 
Organizing Committee for Economic and Social Justice (SOC) and 
the National Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression. 
Among the civil rights, church-affiliated and feminis~ groups at the 
c<;mference were the_ Southern Christian · Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), IFCO, the United Church of Christ, Feminist Women's 
Health Network and the National Organization for Women. 

The spring offensive will employ three main tactics to press 
_NAKN's demands. They are: a mass movement backing 
congression_al hearings around the country probing government 
c_ollusion with the KKK and racist violence; a week of antiracist 
mass protests; a national lobby in Washington, D.C., and local. 
lobbf!ng to bring attention to the urgent danger of racist violence. 
· the spring offensive proposal emphas_\~ed that it will be "aimed 

.at iffii!tmg government/klan complicity" a ma·or _.focus':ol.J!ie 
campaign. 

'RESERVOIR OF ANTIRACIST SENTIMENT' 
Anne Braden, SOC · chairperson and · a NAK.N executive 

committee member, told the Guardian that the rise of racism and 
the KKK is- " laying the groundwork . for fascism in this country." 
But, she added, "there is a great reservoir of antiracist sentiment' 
among whites and Blacks that can . defeat this threat.: • · 

Braden also stressed that, while demanding congressional 
hearings and other reforms, the NAKN has "no illusions" about 
the real nature of the state. "Congressional hearings and the like . 
will not be a solution," she said: "But it is important to demand 
and _win co~cessions from the government.~• , 

The NAKN executive committee proposal was adopted by · a 
majority_-of the conferen!=e participants. At the same time, they 
soundly defeated a -counterproposal put forward by the Trotskyist · 
RSL_. This counterproposal criticized the NAKN statemeI\t, saying 
that the· demand for congressional hearings on the Klan "sowed 
ilhisions" in the minds of the . people about the true nature of the 
government. RSL also said that the NAKN . proposal leads the 
people away from mass forms of struggle. 

Other activists however pointed out that the spring offensive 
would not abandon mass struggles, adding that exposure of the 
KKK through congressional hearings could aid the movement. 

111e NAKN executive committee was sharply criticized by manJ­
progressives, however, because discussion of the spring -offensive 
was . not originally included on the conference agenda. Some 
participants felt that in- many ways this reflected, a general lack of 
democracy prevale.nt at the conference and a weak commitment of · 
some forces to, the mass mobilization aspect 'of the proposal. It was ... 
only after pressure from some activists and executive committee 
members that time for debating ·the campaign was allowed. 

Workshops focused on topics such as police violence/government 
__ · complicity;· feminist response to the Klan: roie of the church in the 

· struggle against the Klan, and the role of labor against the Klan. 
• In addition to the workshops, antiracist activists gave reports to 
the plenary sessions on their various activities. Reports were made 
from Buffalo, N. Y., North Carolina, Mississippi, California, Ohio 
and other regions. Some of the major .speakers at the conference 
were SO_C's Braden, IFCO's Walker, SCLC's Rev. C. T. Vivian, 
Prof; Arthur Kinoy of the People's Alliance and Native American 
anti-Klan activist Ken Chastain. 
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While recognizing the incorrect position represented by the RSL, 
many leftists at the conference noted the political limitations of a 
demand for congressional hearings and called upon left forces to 
actively participate in the spring offensive in order to push the 
campaign in an activist, mass direction-. As one activist from New 
York City said: "We haveJ o, as the campaign proceeds. make sure 
we get the most effective results, not see the legalistic approach as 

. the end result, but only the beginning of a more activist campaign 
· to defeat the Klan and the right." . 

-For more information : NAKN .. 148 . f'nnv..:nt Av'"""" N' ..... v n . 1,. 
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1 ghe •!errorislll 'I{epofi' 'f~~{~!ijh!:\ :~:Xi~t,· , ,., ·1 - : , •. ::"~;;,;::.~:::.·;:: •• ;: ·· .··,. : ·:·L5.,. · ;.; ~,,::,:1.1:,\'S: ::;:n, 
i 1. ·tSaul Landau of the Institute for Policy a "double:edged ·sword" because ,' the correction,''. · acc6tdmg 'to . Ritch, · It' was \"draft,'1 ·, not :-a .!'final · report;·'.' · rtn_d' sai~}'_rift:er , pu~licat~ori~. of his .. ~6st)' a~lit 'le_· ~~ ~ilitmx f~rtJs·~~-(n~ii,g;~-c~;~i~~ r;t.N 
} J studies claimed ("Perspectives," . March United States, in 'the name of riatfonsl .. leaked: The Post/ 6n Aug. ·9, 1979;- made "we don't regard _the conclustons,-of this ,. that,what.he had thought was Senate' ·~ has. assisted. It incurs· no. blame .1f tnollc 
l 1 _6) \that in 1980 a "Senate Select Com- security, had itself promoted iriterha-· ~-• its · contents the ·· major page:one ''story '.driµt repo~t-as accurate ,::-·. we ha\le fun- " report on the ·way to official· p·ublica-' ' , ·c!ding pciwer should· :use thertl'''forl 
' smittee to Study Governmental Opera- tionill terrorism.' ' ' I 'I , ' ; , and, before: and ' after ·"U1iit ' date," pub- :damental disa~ree?lents with some ~f . tion had· 1wt in,Jac~ been published-. '~e ;' ·0. ther than le~itimate de(ense ~urpo~et-!_I, 
I tiqps with ~espect to International Ac- -Checks with ihe Senate reveal th1it' no, lislie'd at leasf eignt Jack Ariders6'd' en!- 'the facts an~UnJ,d.,mgs . ... we categor1-!'' S!!,YS ,he· sta,nds by the &ubstanc~ of h1$,,-, ·, ·,Thus; e:ven if Landau had producea,'~t 
· •tivity" had published a report about r~port ?fthe type he descri~ed_ v~as p~b'- ;uin11sbased ·orfit ' .• {:'; ,:,:· :\:}; ~1

:· •. ,. ): : ;cally d(my t~'af,cbflf'g~/';,a?'d .added t~a( ') irticle.[ ., , ·., . . , .,, . , .. :,t .. . ~.-. ,. · -~4en~e that some foreign intelligence agerH 

1
. ·hn~1iad _illegal and vi~lent activities", car- hshed m 1980 and no committee with · Saul Landau on April ·2 ·fold me,he• :the department ·deplored the leak ·ahd ". · Informed" Americans are,. ·. aware ·.that . (:i~ .thathad received.US. help.in t]lr;p~ 
Vi-ied· out in this country, with the concur- . the name he gave existed. The· official :had· seen a ·copy ·of the ''fu'U" \·ep6rt h'e- :h~d cotrirriuriisliteci' . its disagree11?ents:·_, \vfth then:; congr~i~~~ ilnd White Howie· ··· wt1re ~ow act~ally "leadu~g pra~itio~~.~.i1 :"frence of-the u_.s. _gov~rnment, by foreign- evidence cited as supporting his thesis is · fore an ' abridged :versfon' wli~ jfoblished _with the report'to the Senate committee,_ · approval, the U.S. military an~ OJA have terrorism" (his ~lw.m,1 ~on tamed n~e), 
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Foreword 
', \ .,, !11, ,. 1,i , . D.C.. IS DOTTED with dozens of tax­
,~ • ,, ,1,r puhl i( polin· centers. By law and in the eyes of 
• 1., ! 11 rt' r 11:d Rt·H:11uc Se1Yice. these educational organi­
,.,·1, ,11 , .111· t lt ;1rt.crccl to serve the public good. They 
, 1:.:.1 ..:,· i11 ;1 \':tried program of research, publication, 
.,11 .f , .. 11tnc11ccs. The t1\'0 largest are the Brookings 
l11 , 11r tJ1 i1111. found ed in 1927, and the American Enter­
!'" " ' !11,ri1111c. established in 1943. 

\I m ! , ,rt ltesc cent e rs fall 1\'ithin the broad American 
, .il 1w 1, ,n~t·11s11s and operate openly. The major excep­
n .. 11 i, 1lic l11sti1ute for Policy Studies, established in 
1'11·,:i. <>11 1he surface the IPS looks like other centers 
,, ,111 ,i111ibr names. but according to the analysis re­
l " 1111('(1 line it is the hub of a revolutionary political 
r 11 ·11,, ,rk. · !"he declared aim of its multi-faceted program 

1>111 Ii 11\-ert and covert-is not less than the radical 
r1.111 ,l <1r mation of America's basic intellectual , reli­
..: 11111, . t·rnnomic, and political institutions. 

11'~ 1ffilers see contemporary America as the enemy, 
1 ill · lirn1al exploiter, the oppressor, the tyrant, both at 
Ii, 1111t· a11d abroad . Only revolutionary action , including 
"g11nrilla politics," will transform America into what it 
,li" 11ld become. Among other things this means the 
1111ila1eral disarmament of our military and intelligence 
' l' n ·ices. the destruction of the capitalist system and 
p.i ninilarly the multinational corporation , and the 
dra,1ir reorientation of our schools and universities. 

'.\ o such demands are made for the transformation of 
rlt L' So \'ie t Union. The Kremlin, accordiog to Richard 
lbrnct, an IPS co-founder, has succeeded in establish­
i11g "substantive" freedoms for its peoples (medical 
c;m : , jobs, housing}, whereas in the United States we 

have only hollow "procedural" rights (speech, press, 
assembly). IPS writers criticize U.S. foreign policy at 
every turn . The occasional Soviet lapses from grace in 
the international sphere-such as support for the 
genocidal Pol Pot regime in Cambodia-are laid at the 
door of an aggressive America. 

The key role of the IPS in the coalition attacking the 
Central Intelligence Agency is discussed in The CIA and 
the American Ethic: An Unfinished Debate, published by the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center in l 980. 

The IPS story-which includes support for Third 
World terrorists, the employment of Orlando Letelier, 
who received funds from Cuban intelligence, the re­
vealing of names and addresses of CIA officers abroad, 
and much more-is told here in a carefully researched 
article by Rael Jean Isaac. Dr. Isaac received her Ph.D. 
in political sociology from the City University of New 
York and has taught at Brooklyn College. She is the 
author of Israel Divided, published in 1976 by the Johns 
Hopkins University Press. 

The Ethics and Public Policy Center is reprinting this . 
profile of a dynamic and influential public policy or­
ganization as a service to American citizens and others 
interested in the pressures that bear on Washington 
policy-makers. As in all Center publications, the selec­
tion of facts and the views expressed are the responsibil-
ity of the author. · 
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ERNEST W. LEFEVER, President 
Ethics and Public Policy Center 



America the Enemy: 
Profile of a Revolutionary 

Think Tank 
RAEL JEAN ISAAC 

n unusual organization has been edging into 
prominence for some years. Its members - "Fe!-· 
lows" - have published many articles in The New 

York Tirnes, and have appeared on television: The Times 
identifie6 the organization only as "a research organiza­
tion based in Washington, D.C.," while Jim Lehrer, on 
Channel 13, the "educational channel" of New York 
City, refers to it as a "liberal research outfit." 
. Moreover a new novel, The Spike, has just appeared, 

written by two well-known commentators on world af­
fairs, Arnaud de Borchgrave and Robert Moss, which is 
widely assumed to be based on this same organization. 
In the novel it is the channel through which the Soviet 
Union hopes to take over the United States. 

Plainly, this "liberal research outfit" would seem to 
deserve some attention. What, in fact , is the Institute for 
Policy Studies? 

Though the subject of a 1971 article in Esquire, a 
two-part series in Barron's in 1976, and a 1978 article in 
The New York Post, the Institute has received remarkably 
little attention in the major media, which, however, 
frequently publish the writings of its Fellows. 1 Yet the 
Institute represents an unprecedented success story: 
the achievement of the New Left, after its supposed 
demise, in shaping United States policy. 

The Institute for Policy Studies was founded almost 
20 years ago by Marcus Raskin and Richard Barnet, who 
were to remain its directors for 15 years. The two men 
had met .while attending a White House/State Depart­
ment disarmament conference on April 14, 1961. Ras­
kin was on the staff of the National Security Council as 
an aide to McGeorge Bundy, and Barnet was Deputy 
Director for Political Research of the U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency. Barnet noticed Raskin's 
alienation - his contempt for and hostility toward "the 
whole military-industrial establishment sitting there at 
one table." As Barnet later told an interviewer: "Marc 
and I both grimaced at the same moment - and knew 
we didn't belong here." Within two years Barnet and 
Raskin had put together the necessary funding, per­
sonnel, and programming: the Institute began work in 
1963. 

But the roots of IPS go back earlier. While Barnet's 
prior activities gave no hint of the path he was to take 
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(Harvard Law School, graduate studies at Harvard and 
Princeton, a stint at a respected Boston law firm before 
entering government), on coming to Washington in 
1959 as a legislative assistant to the then freshman Wis­
consin Democratic Congressman Robert Kastenmeier, 
Raskin had organized the "Liberal Project." 

These were the Eisenhower years, when the major 
criticism of the Presidency was that its incumbent spent 
too much time on the golf course. While in retrospect 
they seem golden years, scarcely rich soil for the ap­
pearance of a Congressional protest movement, a small 
group of Congressmen, most of them first elected in 
1958, felt that American policy was coasting on the 
outworn ideas of the New Deal and did not take into 
account a radically changed post-war world. James 
Roosevelt, one of the leaders of the group, spoke of a 
breakdown in "the transmission belt of ideas between 
intellectuals and politicians." The model the Con­
gressmen had in mind for the "Liberal Project" was the 
English Fabian Society, which provided the ideas (and . 
to a considerable extent the personnel) for the Labor 
Party in England in the first decades of the century. 

The Liberal Project died when five of the dozen Con­
gressmen who made it up lost their seats in 1960: Its 
chief legacy was a volume called The Liberal Papers, 
edited by James Roosevelt, presenting the new perspec­
tive it was hoped would provide a foundation for policy. 

Though the tone of the Liberal Papers is calm, 
civilized, and rational, and - in sharp contrast to what 
was to become the Institute for Policy Studies _;_ the 
good faith of United States policy-makers is not im­
pugned, an analysis of it points to themes that were to be 
fundamental for IPS: the need for total disarmament; 
the abandonment of existing alliances; the need to en­
courage revolutionary change in the underdeveloped 
world. Several contributors to the Liberal Papers were to 
play a part in IPS. David Riesman (with Barnet and 
Raskin) was one of the three trustees listed in the certifi­
cate of incorporation in November, 1962; Michael Mac­
coby and Arthur Waskow were to become Fellows of the 
Institute. 

The distinguishing marks of IPS have been its choice 
of audience, its methods, and its ideas. To begin with the 
least imaginative of these - the ideas - they have been 
endlessly restated in the voluminous writings of the IPS 



founders and Fellows, some of them published.directly 
by the Institute, some by mainstream publishing houses. 
Perhaps the best source is the writings of Marcus Ras­
kin, described by IPS colleagues as "one of this country's 
most able political thinkers and theorists" and "one of 
America's leading political scientists and political phi­
losophers." 

Raskin describes the United States as an imperialist 
country ("The American imperium ... is now viewed as 
the world's primary enemy by the poor and the young") 
whose inhabitants themselves are colonized.2 Within 
our Colonized Society (these as well as all subsequent 
capital letters are Raskin's) there are "four overlapping 
Colonies" each of which "hollows out man and objec­
tifies him for the purpose of running the Colony." The 
most important Colony, the one that maintains the 
others, is the Violence Colony, whose rulers, specialists 
in the techniques of violence, use "the rest of society as 
their hostage." A primary tool of the Violence Colony is 
the university, which is "the fundamental shield and 
terrorizing instrument of the state." 

Cowed by the Violence Colony, people in the Planta­
tion Colony "work at meaningless and unreal jobs to 
obtain things that they are led to want" but which do not 
satisfy "human needs." In the Channeling Colony 
(known by less profound minds as the educational sys­
tem) people are "broken" into "accepting authority 
structures. Its inmates learn to become bored, user-used 
and hollowed out." People are lulled into passive accep­
tance of the other colonies by the Dream Colony, which 
"provides a surrogate of action and passion for the 
colonized, replacing their own actions and passions, 
which could stem from human feeling." 

Raskin explains how the small elite that colonizes the 
mass of American citizens enforces the external empire. 
The turning point, says Raskin, came in 1940, when the 
United States gave up its status as one of several great 
powers "to reach for the brass ring: world hegemony." 
While war with "great powers" would be avoided after 
1945, "fighting continuous war in the lands of the poor 
and wretched was acceptable, and to some extent was 
the way the ruling elite thought American dominance 
would be maintained." Eventually, a President's day 
would be "spent in activities that were more criminal 
than political, from plotting wars to buying foreign gov­
ernment officials." As the elite saw it, war for the public 
"would be a sport, a diversion at most. ... The droning 
of everyday life would be relieved with the purpo e and 
determination of the leaders."3 

In Raskin's books the political leadership of the 
United States becomes a cabal of evil-doers, a replica of 
the Nazi leadership- to be dealt with in a similar way. 
"Decolonization" can only be accomplished if the 
"national-security state is dismantled." The only incentive 
for leaders to avoid imperial adventures is to know they 
will be held personally responsible. Citing the Nurem­
berg Laws, Raskin provides his own model law "for 
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demilitarizing American society." Crimes include 
"threatening and provoking other nations and lands 
with U.S. or third-party military and paramilitary 
forces," and even "developing a militarist economy." 
Those found guilty would be liable to discharge from 
the Civil Service or, if their offense was severe, confisca­
tion of property and custodial imprisonment for seven 
years "at socially useful work." 

Once the Violence Colony is eliminated, decoloniza­
tion of other social sectors will become possible. The 
Plantation Colony will be replaced by workers operating 
their own industries established with government taxes. 
One presumes that those, like Raskin, who know what 
human needs really are will decide what is produced by 
them. The Channeling Colony will be overcome when 
records are destroyed, grades and tests abolished, and 
"free inquiry" put in its place. The Dream Colony will be 
replaced by a television that is used "to build continuous 
new relationships between people in an associative, 
democratic way." 

There is not much danger that a dismantled Violence 
Colony will be resurrected because in the "Recon­
structed Society" all decisions will be made in face to face 
local meetings. These meetings will choose whether, for 
example, a MIRV missile is desired over a new commu­
nity center. Workers will control their own taxes until 
the end of the year and then decide to what authority 
they wish to give them. National budgets will be voted in 
local assemblies. In short, the "Reconstructed Society" is 
an anarchist-syndicalist federation of autonomous 
cooperatives. Since present human imperfection is 
wholly attributable to the colonizing agents, in Raskin's 
utopia there will be no hierarchy, no coercion, no real 
organization beyond the local level. . 

The flood of writings by IPS Fellows neither add to nor 
contradict Raskin's outpourings. The United States is 
evil. IPS Fellows Paul Jacobs and Saul Landau explain4 

how Americans have celebrated a terrible past. "Ra­
cism" against every minority group is the real history of 
the United States. The democratic institutions of the 
United States are worthless. Elections, says IPS Fellow 
Michael Parenti,5 are only a symbol and voting "less an 
exercise than a surrender of sovereignty." A favorite 
IPS theme, it is echoed by, among others, Arthur Was­
kow, who calls elections "an elaborate way of collecting 
power from the people and handing it over to someone 
else." IPS Fellows are enthusiastic about Third World 
terrorist and revolutionary movements and the states 
that embody them; many of these of course, have dis­
pensed with elections altogether. 

While the Soviet Union is not always defended as 
flawless , the United States is consistently portrayed as 
the aggressor in U.S.-Soviet relations. Parenti puts "to­
talitarian" in quotes, suggesting this is a false label 
applied to the Soviet Union. Richard Barnet contrasts 
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"substantive" and "procedural" freedoms. We have the 
"procedural" freedoms (speech, the press, assembly) 
while the Soviet Union has the more solid-sounding 
"substantive" freedoms (medical care, jobs, housing). 
Barnet asserts on his own authority that he is sure that 
Soviet citizens, if given the choice between the two, 
would select their "substantive" freedom. What IPS Fel­
lows never concede is that the Soviet Union poses any 
threat to the United States. Soviet behavior is invariably 
defined as "defensive" in nature.6 

Although IPS is normally classified as a movement of 
the radical Left, it works readily with individuals and 
movements of the radical Right, and could easily move 
wholly in that direction. Karl Hess, a founding editor of 
National Review and a one-time speechwriter for Barry 
Goldwater, found that IPS corresponded to his own 
"right wing anarchist libertarian" philosophy. IPS staf­
fers fill the pages of Inquiry, the chief journal of the 
Libertarian movement, and IPS and the Libertarian 
Cato Institute have undertaken a joint project to "study 
the military, financial and political implications of a 
strictly non-interventionist United States foreign pol­
icy." 

What IPS is really concerned about is assuring United 
States withdrawal of support from "reactionary" re­
gimes world-wide. Once that is done, IPS is quite confi­
dent in the ability of "progressive" forces (backed pre­
sumably by the "progressive" arms of Cuba, the Soviet 
Union, etc.) to achieve victory. Although IPS, with its 
goal of some sort of decentralized communal socialism 
is more strictly in the anarchist tradition than the Liber­
tarians with their belief in the free market, the two make 
common cause in calling for an end to U.S. intelligence 
services and for unilateral U.S. disarmament. 

The radical Right orientation in IPS thought is visible 
in a book by IPS Fellow Earl Ravena!, 7 who argues for 
"nonintervention." He contrasts this with appeasement, 
which he accurately observes, is a form of intervention. 
United States policy toward Israel, says Ravena), is a 
policy of appeasement. Israel is pressured to make con­

_cessi011s to the Arab states-at present to relinquish the 
West Bank to some form of Arab rule. American aid 
and promises of future support are predicated on these 
concessions. Yet ironically, Ravena) notes, appeasement 
produces a more dependent ally in a position of less 
strength, more dependent than ever on a less reliable 
guarantor. Ravenal's solution is withdrawal. Countries 
to which the United States has made commitments will 
have to seek the best deal they can with their adver­
saries. 

What of powers that might seek to advance as the 
United States withdraws? Ravena} says airily that we will 
have "to let our adversaries have their season of mis­
chief in the world." The process of disengagement will 
not end until the United States has found "a new, obvi-
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ously defensible security frontier." Europe? Canada? 
Mexico? The borders of the U.S.? Ravenal does not 
define what an "obviously defensible" frontier would 
be. . 

The strength of IPS has, indeed, been much less in its 
ideas than in its methods. IPS combined theory and 
action in what Raskin called "the project" and the "social 
invention." As Arthur Waskow, a founding Fellow who 
remained at the Institute until a wage dispute led him 
and a number of other long-time Fellows to begin a rival 
Policy Resource Center in 1977, described this ap­
proach: 

The Institute is not just an ordinary research center 
because it's committed to the idea that to develop social 
theory one must be involved in social action and in social 
experiment. And therefore, the Institute stands on the 
bare edge of custom in the United States as to what an 
educational research institution is, as against what a 
political institution is.8 

In IPS the distinction between research and political 
action virtually disappears. We shall show that the 
genius of IPS has been the use of all the political. tech­
niques whose legitimacy it denied and sought to eli'mi­
nate from the arsenal of government. Major targets of 
IPS have been government intelligence agencies for 
their spying, covert actions, and subversion; the corpo­
ration, especially the multinational corporation; and 
U.S. "imperialism." 

JPS can fairly be described as an enormous intelli­
gence operation practicing both covert action and sub­
version. It is itself an adaptation of the multinational 
corporation, and serves as an "imperial" nerve center, 
with endless subsidiary operations that in turn influence 
and shape a whole series of ostensibly independent 
groups. 

The most imaginative of the IPS intelligence opera­
tions is the so-called Government Accountability Project 
(GAP). The Government Accountability Project en­
courages government employees to expose wrongdoing 
in their agenci~s. It calls this "whistleblowing" and pro­
vides a whistleblower's hot line directly to IPS. A three­
day Conference o.n Whistleblowing held in Washington 
in June, 1977, featured a number of participants whose 
remarks centered on such areas as pilferage, bribery, 
discrimination, and conflict of interest, but JPS staffers 
a t the conference mad e it clear that their primary area of 
interest was intelligence operations and Defense De­
partment activities. 9 To underscore the point they 
planned a special conference on whistleblowing in the 
national security agencies. JPS urges federal employees 
to push (through their unions) for the establishment of 
a written, guaranteed, and legislated right "to blow the 
whistle." JPS has provided model legislation to encour­
age and protect whistleblowers by, among other pro­
visions, forcing the government to pay a whistleblower's 
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legal fees, give him paid leaves of absence during litiga­
tion, and punish supervisors for harassment. 

Another major information-gathering operation of 
IPS is directed against the large corporation. And while 
monitoring the large corporation for abuses has an ap­
pealing ring, it must be remembered that the purpose of 

. IPS is not to force the corporation to live up to a high 
standard ofbehavior but, as JPS freely admits, to abolish 
it. One of the early projects was a 1970 study of "indus­
trial security" in 500 corporations, most of them with 
government defense contracts. The corporations were 
asked, "as a starting point," to give information about 
the "person or persons in charge of your security pro­
gram." According to Raskin, some 200 corporations 
cooperated in the study.10 

Another project is the Counter-Information Services 
of the Transnational Institute (the international arm of 
JPS) . Information that IPS describes as "closely guarded 
behind boardroom doors or barred in secret files" is 
unveiled in a series of "anti-Reports" focussing upon, 
for example, the Rio Tinto Zinc Corporation, General 
Electric, British Leyland, Unilever, etc. 11 The Corpo­
rate Data Exchange is a more ambitious project. Started 
in 1975, it is designed to investigate corporate control 
and economic concentration in all the major industries. 
Revealing the principal stockholders and investments of 
companies, the Exchange is useful in economic warfare 
campaigns in the name of "human rights" against coun­
tries targeted for "progressive" revolution. 12 

The Transnational Institute also has a Multinational 
Monitoring Project that is "developing an international 
network of researchers who investigate the operations 
of different multinational corporations . .. analyzing 
their impact upon development abroad and economic 
dislocation at home." Similarly, the Institute for South­
ern Studies, an ,JPS subsidiary established in 1970, is 
directed against the "exploitation" of regional workers 
by major corporations and according to its own lit­
erature "is systematically collecting, evaluating and dis­
seminating data on the operations of over 400 corpora­
tions in the South."13 As part of its Militarism and Dis­
armament Project, IPS "monitors" U.S. arms sales and 
transfers. 

Spying on the spies, or more elegantly, the exposure 
· and nullification of Western intelligence operations is 

an important part of JPS concerns. In 1971 , JPS began 
its own Internal Security Prqject to study the intelli­
gence agencies: When, around the same time, disen­
chanted military intelligence officers from Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War joined together to provide 
the basis for what was to becomeCountersfrY, IPS made its 
facilities available to them. The key figure in Countersp,y · 
was to be CIA defector Philip Agee. Countersp,y's revela­
tions of the identity of CIA agents around the world was 
followed by the-murder of one of them, Richard Welch , 
in Athens. IPS co-director Marcus Raskin was ·on the 
advisory board of the Organizing Committee for the 
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Fifth Estate which published Countersp,y . 
Agee, in the British edition of his book, Insi.de the 

Company: CIA Diary, wrote of the debt he owed to the 
Cuban government and to three people who had pro­
vided him with information. One of the three was 
Michael Locker,1 4 who became the director of JPS/ 
Transnational Institute's Corporate Data Exchange and 
a member of the JPS Ad Hoc Working Group on Latin 
America. (Agee now lives in Cuba, having been de­
ported from both England and Holland for contacts 
with Soviet intelligence.)* 

IPS has also sought to discredit the intelligence agen­
cies. It has made two films on defectors, one on former 
CIA officer John Stockwell revealing, in the words of 
IPS, "heretofore unknown information about CIA 
practices and policies," 15 and another on former FBI 
agent Robert Wall , which has the additional merit of 
describing an FBI investigation of the Institute. A num­
ber of JPS Fellows took part in "A teach-in on Techno­
Tyranny" in 1975 at the University of Michigan focus­
sing on alleged "political assassination" and ''police re­
pression" in the United States. 16 

The projects described above involve covert action by 
IPS as well as simple intelligence gathering. Govern­
ment employees were not informed that the Govern­
ment Accountability Project (GAP) was an IPS project 
operating from the ground floor of the IPS building at 
1901 Q Street. The brochure distributed by IPS to gov­
ernment employees states that the Government Ac­
countability Project is the work of a "public interest 
group to help restore confidence in the federal system." 
A typical JPS handout for the project has a red , white, 
and blue cover with an American flag. Government 
employees are made to believe that they engage in pat­
riotic acts, preventing abuses in their agencies, not that 
they contribute toward bringing down what JPS likes to 
call the "national-security state." And while the Project's 
literature states that GAP "works directly with jour­
nalists" it does not mention that this builds up the influ­
ence of JPS Fellows with newsmen - making them a 
source of valuable "leaks" - to whom favors are due in 
return. 

The Corporate Data Exchange also involves IPS in 
"covert action." The Corporate Data Exchange, in the 
literature it sends out describes itself as "an indepen­
dent tax-exempt research organization."17 Actually it is 
a project of IPS's Transnational Institute and is listed as 
such in Transnational Institute material. 

IPS activity on behalf of the PLO deserves to be char­
acterized as yet another "covert operation." Since bla­
tant identification with the PLO might be embarrassing 
to some IPS funders , support is given indirectly. 
MERIP, the Middle East Research and Information 
Project, founded in 1971, supports the major Middle 
East terror groups. 18 JPS Fellows Joe Stork and Fred 
Halliday are editors of MERIP R eports and MERIP has 
repeatedly used IPS facilities for its meetings. IPS Fel-
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low Eqbal Ahmad has engaged in fund-raising efforts 
for MERIP. 19 The Institute for Policy Studies' Cam­
bridge offshoot offered courses on the Middle East 
taught by MERIP staffers: the catalogue description 
stated that "research will be oriented towards eventual 
publication in MERIP R eports." 

A number of IPS Fellows have been featured speak­
ers at the conventions of the Association of Arab­
American University Graduates and suggested speak­
ers of the Organization of Arab Students in the U.S. and 
Canada.20 IPS Fellows attend PLO conferences: in 
November, 1976, IPS Fellow Joe Stork spoke at the 
"International Symposium on Zionism as a Racist Phe­
nomenon" in Baghdad. Eqbal Ahmad is listed as a spon­
sor of the PLO support group, the Palestine Human 
Rights Campaign. An internal IPS memo sent on Feb­
ruary 11, 1976 by IPS Fellow Saul Landau proposed a 
series of discussions among "friendly" members of 
Congress, such as J ames Abourezk and Anthony Mof­
fett, members of the PLO, Jewish "doves," IPS people, 
and Arab-Americans not in Congress. 2 1 

The advantages of covert operations are obvious. On 
the one hand, potentially embarrassing affiliations can 
be concealed, and on the other, supposedly indepen­
dent groups, publications, news services, etc. can echo 
the IPS line while it appears to the public that they are 
being exposed to information, issues, and opinions de­
veloped by independent organizations. 

M other J ones , a glossy West Coast magazine which fills 
the gap left by the passing of Ramparts, poses as an 
independent journal. In the February-March, 1977 
issue the magazine raises the question, "Who's Behind 
Mother Jones?" The reply is lengthy and virtuous, "no 
banks, no corporations," but there is no mention of the 
Institute for Policy Studies. M other J ones asserts that it is 
published by a nonprofit foundation , the Foundation 
for National Progress. The magazine's readers have no 
way of knowing that the Foundation for National Pro­
gress is a project of IPS. This can be ascertained from 
the Foundation's financial statements, but these are not, 
of course, distributed to readers of Mother Jones. In an 
April , 1977 article Mother Jones endorsed its own candi­
dates for high position in the Carter administration. It 
offered IPS co-director Richard Barnet as the ideal 
Secretary of State and Gar Alperovitz of the IPS 
offshoot, the Cambridge Institute, as the ideal director 
of the Office of Management and the Budget. Again , 

. readers did not realize this was simple self­
aggrandizement by the Institute. 

The Internal Revenue Service prohibits a substantial 
part of the activities of a publicly supported organiza­
tion from going for "propaganda." To help circumvent 
possible problems, M other J ones, which relies on IPS 
writers and echoes all IPS themes, is de fined as a j ournal 
of the Foundation for National Progress. One does not 
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subscribe to M other J ones but becomes a member of the 
Foundation, entitling one to the Foundation's publica­
tion. 

The subversion of IRS requirements is also apparent 
in IPS transferring of foundation funds. The Stern 
Fund, a long-time IPS supporter, gave IPS $30,000 in 
1976 earmarked for the IPS project, the National 
Committee for Alternative State and Local Public 
Policies. One of the most successful of IPS projects, it 
brings together elected city and state officials to con­
sider "alternative" legislation at the local level (govern­
ment control of utilities, government ownership of 
banks, "community control" of business, etc.). Accord­
ing to the Internal Revenue Code the Stern Foundation 
must certify that it did not pay any monies to "attempt to 
influence legislation" or "communicate with any other 
government official or employee who may participate in 
formulation of legislation ."22 

Again, the Pacific Alliance of the Foundation for Na­
tional Progress produces anti-nuclear energy materi°als 
and wrote and coordinated an anti-nuclear ballot initia­
tive for California. This activity, too, would appear to be 
prohibited by the IRS code, which says that no publicly 
supported charity can "attempt to influence any na­
tional , state or local legislation" or "participate or inter­
vene in any political campaign."23 

The combination of "covert action" with "subversion" 
is also apparent in the operations of the Pacific News 
Service. This masquerades as an "independent, non­
profit source of news and analysis." Brochures do men­
tion that the Service is a project of the Bay Area Institute 
- but not that the Bay Area Institute is a subsidiary of 
the Institute for Policy Studies. Although the Service is a 
propaganda vehicle, and should not be eligible for 
fou ndation funds, it is able to offer lower rates than rival 
news services that pay taxes. It has become attractive to 
editors of major papers, especially now that it has be­
come more sophisticated . dropping repetitive tell-tale 
phrases like "fascist regimes," "U .S. imperialism," etc. 
that marred earlier writing. 

But perhaps the most impressive project for what 
certainly can be described as "subversion" has been 
David Cortright's study for IPS of insurgent movements 
in the armed forces . Active in the so-called GI Move­
ment of protest against the Vietnam War, Cortright was 
brought to IPS where he engaged in a study of the army 
for several years. In a report on his I PS-sponsored trip 
to an anti-NA T O Co ngress in H olland, Cortright pro­
fessed to be encouraged by a rank and file opposition to 
military service in all the "highly ca pitalized nations." 
Cortright asserts that "democratization and resistance 
inside th.e army represent our best hope for preventing 
war and restraining aggressive State power." Although 
the specific grievances of soldiers (more money, long 
hair, better conditions) might seem "reform ist" de­
mands , Cortright points out that "to gain mass support" 
they must be addressed . Furthermore, Cortr ight notes, 
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even such marginal issues can produce radical change 
for they have implications for the relations of power 
within the ranks and thus can undermine military disci­
pline. Cortright co~cludes that the effort to achieve a 
mass soldier organization within the American armed 
forces should be considered, for it could have the effect 
of "crippling military effectiveness."2-t 

T he Institute for Policy Studies has in fact, created its 
own empire - its own version of the "multinational 
corporation." Just as multinationals developed because 
they found that rational economic organization re­
quired operation across national lines, so JPS estab­
lished the Transnational Institute because it recog­
nized, in its own words, "that the social and political 
problems of the United States ... are in fact part of 
larger global problems."25 More prosaically, IPS found 
a foreign-based operation a more convenient way to 
establish working contacts with a host of international 
"liberation" groups, among them the PLO. 

In Race and Class, the Transnational Institute's jour­
nal "for Black and Third World Liberation," Eqbal 
Ahmad, in a memorial tribute, describes his close rela­
tionship with PLO leader Rashed Hussein who, writes 
Ahmad, "was clearer than many of us on the dangers 
Israel represented for the future." One of Rashed Hus­
sein's plans that Ahmad praises was to embark on a 
massive funeral march from Amman to Jerusalem to 
bring the body of the ex-Mufti Hajj Amin al-Husseini 
"home" for burial. 26 (The ex-Mufti was the notorious 
fomentor of terror who spent World War II in Germany 
urging Hitler to murder the Jews faster.) 

Although only a fraction of IPS projects have been 
mentioned here, the empire is much broader than even 
a complete listing would suggest. Other groups that 
seem independent of IPS are in fact linked with it 
through a network of interlocking directorates of a 
complexity and multiplicity most multinationals would 
envy. 27 Even more important, IPS serves as the nerve 
center of what is known as "the Movement," the coali­
tion of groups advocating radical change in American 
society that developed out of the civil rights movement, 
the New and Old Left, and the anti-war movement; it 
now finds itself coalescing in the anti-nuclear energy 
campaign. 

Were it not for the rise of the New Left, which 
emerged almost simultaneously with IPS, IPS might 
have had little more impact than the Liberal Project. 
Although Barnet, Raskin, Maccoby, Waskow, and Al­
perovitz, the key early JPS figures, were ten years older 
than the new student radicals, they had anticipated 
many of their concerns. Others they quickly adopted as 
their own. IPS, partly through its student intern pro­
grams, partly through the leadership role its Fellows 
took in the anti-war movement, partly through being an 
ongoing presence for a movement that was amorphous 
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and prone to split when it organized, played a major 
role for the New Left. 

At first IPS involvement with the New Left and the 
anti-war movement seemed to have derailed the Insti­
tute. Most of its original audience of policy-makers was 
lost as IPS became increasingly militant and its leading 
Fellows were arrested. But once the war was over, IPS 
was greatly strengthened. IPS now had a new credibility 
among policy-makers for, with the war lost, those who 
had opposed it early appeared vindicated. The "ex­
treme" nature of IPS Fellows' opposition (a trip to 
North Vietnam, disruptive demonstrations) was forgot­
ten. And IPS had a wider audience now. While the New 
Left disappeared from public consciousness after the 
war, its adherents did not disappear. Many became gov­
ernment officials at various levels and were responsive 
to IPS efforts to bring down the system through the 
system. They flocked to the annual National. Confer­
ences on Alternative State and Local Public Policies. 
"Graduates" of the New Left constitute much of the 
broader IPS public and subscribe to the various IPS 
journals. 

The rise of new protest movements, . many of them 
deriving inspiration from the old, has also enhanced the 
importance of IPS. Many of the new groups are primar­
ily concerned with a single issue - peace groups, con­
sumer groups, anti-nuclear groups, groups of dissatis­
fied minorities from gays to American Indians, groups 
seeking the "liberation" of one of a number of foreign 
lands from "Palestine" to El Salvador. IPS is able to 
supply what Fellow Gar Alperovitz calls the "conscious 
political vision" essential to set the "partial" goals in an 
overall ideological context. 

For IPS, the nuclear energy issue is now crucial, an 
equivalent of the Vietnam War in its ability to mobilize 
masses. From the standpoint of IPS, nuclear energy is a . 
"reformist" issue, lik~ long hair and higher pay in the 
army, but like those issues it has the potential for creat­
ing structural changes (e.g., retarding growth) that do 
concern IPS . . 

It has been part of the "conscious political vision" ofIPS 
that, in Raskin's words, "this country and modern na­
tions run on ideas to a large extent" and "on the political 
level, you have to develop a sense that there are groups 
within the organized political structure - Congress or · 
the Executive - who are interested in such ideas. 
Otherwise no real political transformation can occur."28 

IPS's experiences in its years on the "outside" had 
strengthened this view among its Fellows. The demon­
stration at the Democratic National Convention in 1968 
strengthened the !PS conviction that its original course 
had been correct. After the demonstrations at the con­
vention, which he helped to plan, Waskow wrote: "The 
lesson of Chicago" is guerrilla politics - not guerrilla 
war. .. . Our armies of the night need new recruits - to 
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get them we must invent a political course of action, not 
street tactics."29 

Initial access to policy-makers was, of course, not dif­
ficult because IPS founders had all played a role in 
government. Shortly after its founding, IPS, in the fall 
of 1963, held a "Seminar on National Security and Dis­
armament" to which White House and State Depart­
ment officials, Congressmen, and their leading staff 
members were invited . It exemplified the pattern of 
"information gathering" that was the IPS hallmark. The 
seminar studied the structure and operations of the 
U.S. defense system; its Congressional, Defense De­
partment, and defense industry interactions; and how 
and by whom policies were formulated and decisions 
implemented down the chain of command. In the 
words of the IPS prospectus, the seminar was designed 
to find "the loci and levers of change in the present 
system," i.e., the pressure points to bring it down. The 
information was provided by the government aides and 
officials who participated as well as by other officials 
with whom they established contacts for IPS. 

Seminars held by IPS for Congressmen in 1965 on 
"The New Era of American Policy and Statecraft," ac­
cording to J oho Rees, were seminal in the formation of 
Members of Congress for Peace through Law 
(MCPL) . 30 During the period of IPS disfavor on Capitol 
Hill, MCPL in many respects carried forward the kinds 
of policies IPS would have favored. MCPL coordinated 
votes against appropriations for the Vietnamese War 
and against aid to the South Vietnamese government. 
From small beginnings, the MCPL has developed into a 
body of 188 members of the House and Senate that acts 
as a lobby to limit defense spending; it has opposed all 
the major new weapons development proposals. Indi­
vidual members of the MCPLhave been in the forefront 
of the effort to hobble the intelligence agencies.31 The 
MCPL also serves as a "human rights" lobby. The 
human rights problems examined are primarily those 
of countries allied with or friendly to the U.S. 

Perhaps the most dramatic instance of renewed IPS 
influence on Capitol Hill is the "alternative budget." In 
1975, John Conyers (Dem.-Mich.), one of the most stal­
wart IPS supporters on the Hill, in the name of 47 
members of Congress, almost all of them members of 
the MCPL, invited IPS to prepare a study of the (Ford) 
budget. IPS produced a 120-page study. The following 
year, 55 members of Congress asked IPS "to extend its 
excellent analysis of the Budget to include concrete 
proposals on how federal spending should be redi­
rected."32 The Alternative Budget, now called the Basic 
Needs Budget, has become an IPS institution. IPS's 
National Priorities Project is now active in developing 
strategy for the Transfer Amendment that would man­
date the spending of billions of dollars to be cut from the 
defense budget for programs that "meet human needs." 
The Amendment has wide support among the Mem­
bers of Congress for Peace through Law. 

Institute for Policy Studies 

The human rights campaign of the Carter adminis­
tration has proved an enormous boon to IPS. In its 
campaigns on Capitol Hill, JPS has concentrated upon 
Chile and South Korea, the first because a "progressive" 
regime (that of Salvador Allende) was toppled by a 
"reactionary" regime (that of Augusto Pinochet); the 
second because it represents the most direct United 
States commitment remaining outside Europe. JPS has 
successfully mobilized support from its Congressional 
admirers. Representative Tom Harkin (Dem.-Iowa) 
called a Capitol Hill news conference in April, 1978, at 
which IPS's Howard Wachtel and Isabel Letelier pre­
sented a "new" report (it had already been given seven 
months earlier at a U .N. hearing) on loans from private 
banks to the Chilean government. In response to these 
revelations, Representative Henry Reuss (Dem .-Wis.), 
chairman of the House Banking Committee, sent tele­
grams to six of the major banks cited in the report 
urging them to "give the American people a full public 
explanation of why they are keeping a pariah nation 
afloat."33 

IPS held a "Conference of Japanese and U.S. Parlia­
mentarians on Korean Problems" in September, 1977, 
under Congressional sponsorship in the Cannon Office 
Building. In his keynote speech, George McGovern 
called for a "new" policy in Korea based on detachment 
of the United States from South Korea because of its 
human rights violations. The United States and North 
Korea together, said McGovern, could effect a "peace­
ful resolution" of the conflict. Subsequent speakers 
dwelt at length on South Korean human rights viola­
tions and "corruption" in the relations between both 
Korea and the United States, and Korea and Japan. 
Since JPS had structured the conference, there was little 
opportunity to examine what the human rights situa­
tion was in North Korea. 

JPS also was one of the sponsors of a Capitol Hill 
conference on Chile, Argentina, Bolivia, and Uruguay 
entitled "U.S. Latin American Policy and Human 
Rights" in September, 1977. That the Institute for Pol­
icy Studies should have become a moral arbiter on 
human rights for Congressmen must surely rank as a 
macabre joke, for it excuses the most repressive states 
on the Left and the most vicious terror organizations. 

I PS has had a major impact in the weakening of U.S. 
intelligence capabilities. The Church committee hear­
ings on intelligence abuses in 1975-76 were influenced 
by the long-standing campaign of IPS and related 
groups against the intelligence agencies. At present, the 
Center for National Security Studies, to which IPS is 
closely related (its previous head , Robert Borosage, a 
former Fellow and long-time trustee of IPS, is now IPS 
director), has assumed a leading role in the battle for 
further restricting the powers of both the FBI and CIA, 
already severely restricted in the current proposed 
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charters being considered by Congress. At a January, 
1980, hearing on an Intelligence Identities Protection 
Act that would make it a criminal offense to disclose the 
names of U.S. intelligence agents operating abroad, 
Morton Halperin of the Center testified that this would 
be an unconscionable violation of "freedom of speech." 
The director of the CIA testified that unless disclosure 
was penalized, the agency would find it impossible to 
operate.34 

Another indication of the extent of IPS influence on 
policy-making is that the Institute's "policy experts" 
have become Establishment experts. I PS-Transnational 
Institute established in 1976 an Ad Hoc Working 
Committee on Latin America headed by Roberta 
Salper, who in 1973 had served as a member of the 
Central Committee of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, a 
Castroite group calling for immediate liberation of 
Puerto Rico from U.S. "imperialism."3 5 Of the other six 
members of the group, four were also staff or consul­
tants to the privately funded (Ford and Rockefeller 
Brothers) Commission on United States-Latin Ameri­
can Relations, better known as the Linowitz Commis­
sion. Not surprisingly, the two groups came up with 
similar policy recommendations. The IPS study was 
released after the Linowitz one and was designed to 
increase support for it. Since many of the recom­
mendations were adopted by the administration, one 
assumes that the IPS document, known among IPS staff 
as "Son of Linowitz,' ' did not hurt the parent. 

In a remarkable irony, IPS has become mentor to 
Congress on the American democratic process it de­
spises. "The Program of Political Transition'' of IPS in 
1978 directed an ongoing seminar on the Democratic 

. Party, "its composition, direction , and the role of pro­
gressives within it" for Congressmen and their staff. 36 

In Congress then , IPS has concentrated its efforts on 
undermining support for the defense budget (in the 
name of "human needs"), making it impossible for the 
intelligence agencies to function (in the name of "free­
dom of speech") and denying the legitimacy of gov­
ernments allied with or friendly to the United States (in 
the name of "human rights"). Since the ability of the 
United States to maintain itself as a great power rests on 
its defense forces, its intelligence services, and its allies, 
IPS has concentrated upon the crucial areas in its cam­
paign to destroy the United States as what JPS calls "the 
Violence Colony." 

IPS has won financial support to match its increased 
influence. Beginning with a budget of under $200,000 
contributed by a variety of liberal foundations, IPS now 
has a budget of over $1 million. This does not include 
many of its projects which bring in an additional million 
a year. 

By far the most important donor in the last decade 
has been the Samuel Rubin Foundation . The President 
of the Rubin Foundation is radical lawyer Peter Weiss, 
married to Rubin 's daughter Cora Weiss, also an officer 
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of the Foundation and a radical activist. Peter Weiss is 
chairman of the board of the Institute for Policy 
Studies. In 1974, the Rubin Foundation gave 
$1,200,000 to the Transnational Institute and, while 
that was the high point of funding, it has. since given 
between $400,000 to $500,000 a year to IPS. Since sub­
stantial funds have gone separately to IPS projects, the 
Rubin Foundation's contribution is even larger than it 
appears to be. (For example, in 1974 the Rubin Founda­
tion also gave $62,500 to IPS's Health Policy Advisory 
Center, $20,000 to the Exploratory Project for 
Economic Alternatives, etc.37) Since large sums have 
also gone to the Fund for Tomorrow, another Peter and 
Cora Weiss-controlled foundation, which in turn 
siphons more money to JPS, the Rubin Foundation 
contribution indeed mounts up. Over $2 million went to 
IPS from the now defunct DJB Foundation, whose 
founder, Daniel J. Bernstein, said the chief enemy of 
mankind was "the injustice of governments and of the 
United States government in particular." 

IPS Fellows are encouraged to find their own sources 
of support for specific projects to supplement monies 
raised by the Institute. A consistent source of this kind 
of support has been the Louis Rabinowitz Foundation. 
The Rabinowitz Foundation, like IPS, has displayed 
interest in the armed forces, and financed the National 
Lawyers Guild South tast Asia Military Project, which _ 
according to a Congressional study "Organized Subver­
sion in the Armed Forces" · was engaged in efforts to 
foster disobedience within the army in the Pacific 
area.38 

An internal Transnational Institute memo dated Sep­
tember 9, 1976, discovered by police in the briefcase of 
its then director Orlando Letelier following his murder 
(of which, more shortly), suggests another source for 
IPS funds. The memo mentioned the difficulties the 
Institute would face if it accepted money from foreign 
governments while continuing to maintain financial in­
dependence from the U.S. government. The memo 
suggested that a way around the problem could be 
found if such funds were used indirectly to fund jointly 
sponsored conferences or by funding facilities , travel, 
etc. by direct purchase so that they did not enter the 
books. To what extent such practices have been em­
ployed by IPS must be unknown - if used, they do not 
appear on the books. 

e have already noted that many of the leading 
figures of IPS were originally government officials in 
responsible positions who left the government because 
of disillusionment with prevailing policy assumptions. 
Under the Carter administration , there has been a re­
verse movement as individuals linked to JPS, its sub­
sidiaries, and closely related groups, have moved into 
government, especially into the National Security 
Council. the Department of State (not surprisingly they 
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are attracted to the "human rights" sector), and AC­
TION, which controls various social action programs. It 
was presumably to this new cadre that Senator Moyni­
han referred when he urged President Carter to dem­
onstrate his seriousness about adopting a more realistic 
policy toward Soviet expansion by dismissing those of 
his appointees who held the reverse perspective and 
now implemented policy. 

The return of IPS to government is a symptom of the 
Institute's greatest triumph: winning a broadly ac­
cepted legitimacy. The Institute has established 
cooperative programs with leading universities, includ­
ing Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 

. Studies* and Antioch College among others. IPS has 
offered a Ph.D. program in conjunction with Union 
Graduate School of Yellow Springs, Ohio. IPS now runs 
its own "Washington School" offering courses by pre­
sent and former Congressmen, Institute Fellows, and 
government bureaucrats. Courses are also offered by 
such luminaries as James Zogby, director of the PLO 
support group, the Palestine Human Rights Campaign. 
(It is yet another indication of IPS influence on Capitol 
Hill that John Conyers sent out a letter on March 20, 
1980 to his Congressional colleagues enclosing the IPS 
catalogue and asking that they share it with their staff.) 

IPS Fellows have produced a veritable avalanche of 
publications. While "progressive" journals are of course 
open to them, mainstream publications like Harpers and 
Atlantic and reputable daily papers have published the 
essays of IPS Fellows. The New Yorker magazine ran a 
three-part series on "The World's Resources" by 
Richard Barnet in March and April, 1980. 

The most disturbing indication of IPS's increased 
legitimacy among opinion-makers as well as policy­
makers is that IPS has practically become an institu­
tional columnist for The New York Times. While the fre­
quency of its use of IPS varies, in the three-month 
period between March 1 andJune 1, 1979,TheNewYork 
Times published an article by Peter Weiss (March 2), five 
articles by Eqbal Ahmad (March 28, April 15, April 25 , 
May 13, May 23), an article by Fred Halliday (May 18), 
and an article co-authored by Marcus Raskin O une 1 ). A 
major article by Richard Barnet appeared in The Times 
Magazine on April l. 

IPS Fellows use their Times space to undermine sup­
port for every U.S. ally in the Third World and to 
glorify terrorist groups and countries that have gone 
over to the Soviet bloc, while blaming untoward Soviet 
actions on American provocation. Peter Weiss casts the 
blame for the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia, the 
Chinese invasion of Vietnam, and the genocidal mania 
of the Pol Pot regime on the United States. Eqbal 
Ahmad portrays the United States as the villain heading 
the "pusher's list" of arms suppliers, "hooking" Third 
World countries on arms partly through training pro­
grams for foreign students. In another column Ahmad 
praises the Polisario, the West Saharan "liberation" 

*There has been no formal cooperation between IPS and rhe Johns 
Hopkins Srhool.- Eo 

movement backed by "democratic" Algeria. 
Fred Halliday in an essay on Afghanistan, then in the 

Soviet orbit but not yet invaded by the Soviet Union, 
praised the Soviet-backed regime. Those waging a . 
guerilla war against it he accused of being feudal rem­
nants whose income from smuggling had been cut or 
who opposed the emancipation of women. After the 
Soviet invasion, in the IPS journal In These Times Qanu­
ary 16-22, 1980) Halliday blamed the invasion on Pakis­
tan and Saudi Arabia. In The New York Times (March 4, 
1980), he confined himself to warning against U.S .. aid 
to those fighting the Soviet takeover. He concluded his 
article by asserting that U.S. interests did not lie in 
turning the clock back in Afghanistan; instead, the U.S . 
should "exert its influence upon Israel to bring about an 
acceptable solution of the Arab-Israel dispute," since 
the Muslims did not really care what happened to Af­
ghanistan but were concerned about "Palestine." 

Since The Times identifies the Institute simply as "a 
research organization in Washington, D.C." (when it 
identifies it at all), the reader is in no position to know 
that he is the object of a sophisticated propaganda bar­
rage with the complicity of a newspaper whose integrity 
he trusts. 39 

The activities of the Institute inevitably raise serious 
questions of motivation. IPS has consistently advocated 
policies that accord with the Soviet line, whether the 
issue is disarmament (for· the West), abolition of nuclear 
power (for the West), support for Soviet-linked revolu­
tionary groups, apologetics for Soviet expansion, etc. 
Brian Crozier, director of the London Institute for the 
Study of Conflict, says bluntly that IPS is the "perfect 
intellectual front for Soviet activities which would be 
resisted if they were to originate openly from the 

.KGB."40 

The personnel of the Institute do little to ease suspi­
cion. While IPS may not have known that Orlando 
Letelier was using his position as Director of the Trans­
national Institute as a "cover" for his activities as an 
(unregistered) agent receiving payments from Cuba, 
the Institute's reaction on learning of Letelier's "Cuban 
connection" was not to dissociate itself from him but to 
make him a hero and a martyr.41 

Letelier had been ambassador to.Washington under 
the Allende regime and, later, Foreign Minister. Ar­
rested by the new regime, he was eventually released 
and worked for IPS until he was killed in September, 
1976 (along with IPS staff member Roni Moffitt) by a 
bomb detonated under the seat of his car. Agents of 
Chilean intelligence have been convicted of the crime. 
Correspondence found in Letelier's briefcase between 
Letelier and Beatrice Allende, wife of the second in 
command of the Cuban secret police (in turn wholly 
controlled by the Soviet KGB), revealed that Letelier 
had received a lump sum followed by monthly pay-
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ments from Cuba and that his strategy was to present 
"an apolitical character, oriented exclusively to the 
problems of human rights." 

What is perhaps most interesting about the Letelier 
case is the "news management" of the incident. The 
long-cultivated IPS relationship with the media paid 
off. While the Washington Post published an initial col­
umn by Evans and Novak detailing the story, it suppres­
sed their second column and substituted an IPS coverup 
story. Reed Irvine, director of Accuracy in Media, sum­
marized the contents of the documents and described 
the Post coverup in a full page ad which he sought to 
place in the Post. When the Post refused to print it, 
Irvine took the ad first to the Washington Star and then 
to The New York Times, which refused to print the ad 
without dele'tions Irvine would not make. It refused to 
print the story of the Letelier documents on the 
grounds it did not find them of "news interest."42 The 
Washington Post, a voracious consumer of "leaks," had 
the effrontery to publish an editorial on April 14, 1977, 
denouncing the leak of the Letelier documents. 

To this date, although the Times continues to print 
stories on the Letelier murder, it has refused to breathe 
a word about the contents of the briefcase. Yet the 
killing of the agent of one foreign country by the agents 
of another is a rather different story from the wanton 
murder of a liberal exiled diplomat dedicated to human 
rights.43 

Upon Letelier's death, IPS made Tariq Ali head of 
the Transnational Institute. Ali is a leader of the British 
section of the Trotskyite Fourth International, which 
maintains contact with terrorist groups world-wide. A 
long-time promoter of the PLO, Ali has been barred 
from entering the United States, France, India, Japan, 
Turkey, Thailand, Hong Kong, and Bolivia. Ali is 
quoted by Newsweek (Jan . 14, 1974) as saying: "We are 
dedicated to achieving socialism all over the world and 
not through peaceful revolution ." IPS appointed as 
head of the Holland office of the Transnational Insti­
tute another revolutionary, Basker Vashee, who dou­
bled as representative of the Zimbabwan African 
People's Union and as director of WISE, World In­
formation Service on Energy, which dispenses advice to 
opponents of atomic energy. WISE praised the March, 
1979, bombing of a reactor in Spain by Basque ter­
rorists. 

Most of those trained as lawyers at IPS are members 
of the National Lawyers Guild. Since it was established 
with the aid of the Comintern in 1936,44 the Guild has 
expanded to include radicals of various stripes. It re­
mains, however, affiliated with the Soviet-controlled 
International Association of Democratic Lawyers.45 

And yet, intent to promote the interests of foreign 
powers does not have to be assumed to explain what IPS 
does . If we take seriously Raskin's assumptions, the 
Soviet Union, scarcely an anarchist's paradise, is no 
better than the United States. (It may have a slight edge 
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in its failure to produce as much of the things people do 
not "really need.") The problem is that for IPS to have 
any hope of moving forward toward building the "re­
constructed" society, it must allay fears about the Soviet 
Union, since if the Soviet Union were building up its 
own national-security system, we would need intelli­
gence agencies, an army, advanced technology, etc. 

IPS is forced, accordingly, to explain aggressive 
Soviet behavior by the Soviets' perception of threat 
from the United States. In the IPS analysis, unilateral 
U.S. disarmament and acceptance of Soviet actions in 
Africa, Asia, Europe, or Latin America actually enhance 
United States security. By easing Soviet fears, such ac­
ceptance reduces the likelihood of further seemingly ag­
gressive Soviet moves. Dismantling the national­
security state thus becomes the best security option, 
ensuring the possibility of peaceful utopian collectivism 
in the land mass now organized as the United States. 

But there may be another explanation for the 
carelessness of IPS concerning the background - and 
present actions - of its Fellows. In the perspective of 
IPS Fellows, they are oppressed by a brutal, criminal, 
and senseless empire, the United States of America. A 
colonized people has the right to rebel against imperial 
power. All laws are the laws of empire, hence unworthy 
of respect. Once alienation has reached that point, 
treason becomes meaningless. The colonized will coop­
erate with those who can help to free them, even if the 
colonized may recognize that the aid is given to achieve 
goals that may not be their own. 

The success of IPS is frightening. In a free society 
fringe groups of all sorts can and do appear. If a group 
revives Kropotkin and argues, to use the words of IPS 
Fellow Karl Hess, that "there should be only the villages 
and then the world as unit-s of political and social or­
ganization - nothing in between, such as nations,"46 a 
free society can listen and - one would expect at this 
stage of human experience - smile tolerantly. What is 
frightening is the way in which the political elite of this 
country has confronted the challenge laid down by IPS, 
which has made no secret that its target is dismantling all 
American institutions, economic, political, social, and 
cultural. 

Surely in retrospect one of the most remarkable fea-
. tures of the 1970s will be that an organization with such 
a target could convince a significant number of Ameri­
can legislators to pursue legislation designed to advance 
it; that supporters of the IPS perspective could move 
into key positions in the government bureaucracy; that 
.tPS could become the source of trusted "experts" whose 
input into policy was seen as serving the public interest; 
and that "Establishment" media could regard IPS as a 
source of a significant perspective on public policy. 

The success of the Institute for Policy Studies reveals 
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far less about the Institute than it does about United 
States leadership in the political realm, in the univer­
sities, anc;l in the powerful fourth estate of journalism. 
There is a lack of trained intelligence within this lead­
ership - or the puerile fantasies of IPS would never 
have been accorded serious attention. There is a lack of 
faith - one suspects even elementary knowledge of -
traditional American values and their intellectual un-

derpinnings. 
IPS is supremely self-confident in the nostrums that it 

offers. It confronts a leadership without faith in itself or 
in its traditions. The real lesson of IPS is the extent to 
which that faith has been lost- and thus how intensely 
vulnerable this society has become to what a speaker at 
an IPS conference on March 18, 1980 proudly called 
"our own political wreckers groups." II 
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INTRODUCTION 

Most Methodist church-goers would react with disbelief, even anger, to be told that 
a significant portion of their weekly offerings were being siphoned off to groups 
supporting the Palestine Liberation Organization, the governments of Cuba and Vietnam, 
the pro-Soviet totalitarian movements of Latin America, Asia and Africa, and several 
violence-prone fringe groups in this country. 

Before such a claim can be dismissed out of hand, however, some hard questions need 
to be answered regarding the amount of support, both financial and in-kind, that is 
flowing to outside political groups from several boards and agencies of the United 
Methodist Church. The establishment of a "Cmn.'Ilittee on Accountability" to seek such 
answers is the principle recornmendation of a preliminary analysis of a list of organiza­
tions receiving Methodist Church grants during the period 1977-1979. The "Cornmittee on 
Accountability" Proposal has been submitted as a petition to the 1980 General Conference. 

Note: This particular petition did not pass during the 1980 General Conference. 
No Committee on Accountability will be formed, but greacer access to infor­
mation about the spending habits of boards and agencies was gained. The 
General Conference did move to ma.ke records of receipts and expenditures 
of boards and agencies available to annual conferences and local church 
adrrJ.nistrati.ve boards upon request. (See May/June 1980 issue of Good News, 
page I-31.) 

The lists of organizations receiving church financial contributions were made 
available to me by the Women's Division, the World Division, the National Division 
(partial list) and the United Methodist Committee on Relief, of the Board of Global 
Ministries. The Board of Church and Society provided me with a list of coalition groups 
without mentioning contributions. The Church office for the United Nations referred me 
to the Board of Church and Society. Copies of this correspondence are attached in the 
Appendix. 

My interest in the political orientation of the Methodist ,Church began when my wife 
and I started to attend services at Marvin Memorial Methodist Church in 1977 not long 
after moving to the Washington, D.C. area from the West Coast. My wife is a family 
nurse practitioner whose grandfather was a Methodist minister. I am employed by the 
AFL-CIO. We had been active in the Peace Corps in Peru, and in the civil rights and 
farm worker movements in California, and we were interested in becoming involve·d in 
church related projects such as refugee assistance. When my children brought home Sunday 
school appeals for wheat shipments to the government of Vietnam, and the controversy over 
Methodist support for the Patriotic Front in Zimbabwe became public, I was troubled, but 
not persuaded that these projects represented anything more than minor aberrations from 
a more consistent tradition of Methodist support for democratic values. After several 
visits to the Methodist Building near the U.S. Capitol, and several months of research 
on the political orientation of groups receiving church funds, I am no longer so certain. 

The information presented in this report represents a preliminary inquiry for a 
much more extensive study that is needed to identify other, and potentially much larger, 
contributions in the form of in-kind _services: office space, printing and solicitation 
of articles, payments to "consultants," the purchase and distribution of outside groups 
literature, staff time, travel and participation in conferences and s eminars, and the 
use of church facilities and name for outside organizational activities. Although many 
examples of these in-kind contributions are presented here, a more systematic overview 



can only be obtained through the efforts of a formal committee with access to church 
a; ency files and staff. It may be that when such in-kind services are considered, the 
d0llar total for Metho~ist contributions to out~ide political groups will soar from 
the approximately $442,000 in direct grants analyzed here to a figure approaching 
s everal million. 

' . .. '-, 

The questions r ais ed in this preliminary inquiry are disturbing indeed for those 
who have devoted sub s tantial amounts of their resources to the growth and development of 
the :Methodist Church. It may turn out, after new sources of information become avail­
ab le, and old sources are checked for accuracy, that plausible explanations can be given 
for the ?attern of political contributions that is suggested by this document. 

In pursuing such explanations, it is perhaps inevitable that charges of witch-hunting 
mid "McCarthyism" wil l he raised, but that is not the spirit in which thi.s inquiry is· 
made. Ko one is calling for government investiga tions to determine the identity of 
21leged individu.al "Connnunists," nor is there any intention of stifling the civil liberties 
of church staff members, or even of limiting political activity on the part of church 
boards ond agencie-s. I, for one, hope that at least some official church eff ort will 
be expended on questions of human r:Lghts, democr2.tic fr eedoms, and economic and social 
bet t ennen t , over and above the more funda.~ental church mission of religious persuasion. 

The fun dan 2ntal question posed concerns the direc tion of political activity, and 
whether the membership has any say in determining that direction at the all-important 
l e·,el of staff and funding decisions. In other words, it is a question of accountability. 
I t is the same question that was fa~ed by the labor movement of the 1930's, when many 
trade unionists had to r each an internal decision over the question of whethe r their 
organizations ~ould represent their own aspira tions or those of the defenders of the 
Hitler-Stalin pact. 

The nine million members of the United Methodist Church, organized into 30,000 local 
diurches, have managed to create one of the l a r gest private bureaucracies in the country, 
•,1 ::. th hundreds of employees, several massive offi ce buildings, and a national and regional 
hu<lget that approaches 200 million dollars a year. There is no doubt that much good has 
hc c.-n i.'l'ought by this bureaucracy and that Methodists should continue to support it. 
:·ll~thod i sts should also continue to scrutinize it, lest their generosity be transfonned 
into t he fi nancial underpinning of a political movement that might, in the end, destroy 
i t a.lt ... ,ge t her. 
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ORC!,nZATIONS DEALING WITH CUBA AND LAT IN AMERICA 

In t he st ruggle ag~inst economic oppression and political t yranny tha t occupies 
mu ch of La t i n Ame rica, ::wo forces have long contended for popular support: the d emo­
cr.:i tic l ei t, repres ented by many Christian and social democ ratic parties , free trade 
un c .1i-; , a:1c t he dernocr ~1 t ic governments of Venezuela , Costa Rica and Colombia, on the 
on~ ll;::nd , and t he tota litarian left, repres ented by Cuba and the movements it s up ports, 
on t he other . 

Judt-,ing from their financial contributions, s t atements and ac tions , sever al agencies 
of the M2thodist Church seem t o be f avoring th e to t alitarian opt i on. 

The Womens Divis i on a nd the World Divis ion of the Board of Global Ministries gave 
$31 ,651 ov 2r a -c wo year P•'! riod to five pro-Cuban organi za t ions: the Cuba Resource 
Center, t he Chi l e Legi s L1t ive Center, the North American Congr es s on La tin America, the 
Wash ingt on Of f i ce on Lat in America (located in the Methodi st Building in Wash i ngton , D.C.) 
a nd the :?uerto Ri can Solidarity Committee. An additiona l $4 ,6 50 was given to five other 
organizations for which no information is available: th e Cuban Christians fo r Justice 
and Freedom, t he Domi nica~ Republic Task Force, the Lati:1. Amer ican Studies Proj ect, the 
New York Circus Cente r for Social Justice, and the Organ i za tion for Christian Action on 
Argentina. In addit ion, the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) made a gr ant 
of $15,000 t o somethi ng called "Operation Reunification Cub a " at its October 1979 meeting . 

In addition to grants, several church agencies frequently pass r esolutions in 
support of Cuban obj eeti ves, and publish "resources" tha t ex toll the Cuban Revolution. 
For example, t ~1e Board of Global Ministries voted to " expr ess s olidarity" with a group 
of Latin Ame rican church leaders, headed by the Rector of the Evangelical Theologica l 
Seminary i n Cub a, who sta ted, in an "Open Le tter to North Ame rican Christians," that "we 
are trapped in the same system--with the exception of Cuba- -in which one finds committed 
fabulous inter,2sts of financial groups which dominate the life of your country and the 
creole oligarchies of our Latin American Nations."/1 

As another example, a Methodist Service Center Catalogue re coillIT!ends as a "rescurce" 
an attractive s eries of pamphlets on "People and Systems ," which compares the coun t ries 
of Cuba, China , Tanza nia , Canada, and the U.S. The contrast b e t ween a virtuous, humanist ic 
Cuba and a reac tionary, imperialist United States is s o ex treme that readers of th e 
pamphlet series will be hard pressed to explain why the direction of refugee flow b e tween 
the two countries is so overwhelmingly from the former t o the latter. It is not known 
how much the pa,:iphlet series cost to produce. 

Further s upport f or Cuban objectives has been expres s ed in the f orm of travel, 
exch ange tours , and '.'.) articipation in Cuban- s pons or ed international conf erences. The 
political purpos e o f these events, as well as the trans formation of the Cub an "church" 
i n to an ex t ens i on of the state apparatus, is well expres s ed in the f ollowing excerpt: 

. Progr essive infl uences are, nevertheless, apparent in th e curriculums of 
t he Cathol ic Seminary of San Carlos in Havana and t he Pr o t es tant Seminary 
in Matan zas. ~fa r x ism is being studied at both and ther e is mor e emphasis 
on pasto ra l preparation than previously. 

Alterna t i'.re s f or the Cub an Christian and Jewish communities are being 
exp lored t hrough conferences such as the Jornadas Camilo Torres held 
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annu.1lly since 1971, and in foreign exchanges. Taking their name and 
inspiration from the Columbian priest turned guerrilla, the Jornadas are 
opportunities for Cubans and non-Cubans, clergy and laity alike, to gather 
and discuss the rule of religion in a rapidly changing wurld. They deal 
with the liberation of people from oppressive political, economic, and 
social systems and dialogue between Christians and Marxists. Such exchanges 
have increased in recent years as Cuban churchpeople have traveled abroad 
to international meetings. Foreign religious leaders and also some U.S. 
churchpeople, sponsored since 1971 by the .Cuba Resource Center, have visited 
Cuba and traveled widely and freely to meet with Cuban churchpeople./2 · 
(Emphasis mine) -

As a result of one recent trip to Cuba, a prominent Methodist expressed admiration 
for Cuba's training of youth to serve as revolutionary cadre for the various Soviet­
backed regimes in Africa. According to some news reports, the youth, some as young 
as eleven years old, ,.Jere taken to Cuba against their paYents' will. This "amazing 
experiment" according to Paul McCleary, Chairperson of Church Wo~ld Service and 
Associate General Secre tary of the United Methodist Board· of Global Ministries, will 
result in the return of "some 10,000 highly trained and disciplined leaders (who) will 
be a decisive force in the future direction of their Nation."/3 

It is reported that McCleary also participated in the November 2-4, 1979, National 
Conference on Cuba at the Riverside Church in New York, during which speakers promoted 
U.S.-Cuban trade, Puerto Rican independence, and normalizations of relations. Other 
conference participants included the Cuban Ambassador to the U.N., Congressman Ronald 
Dellums, attorney for the Cuban government and National Lawyers Guild activist Leonard 
Boudin, attorney William Kunstler of the Center for Constitutional Rights, and Lennox 
Hinds of the National Conference of Black Lawyers and the Soviet-controlled Internal 
Association of Democratic Lawyers . .!.!±. 

The Cuban Resource Center (CRC) 

The promotion of the virtues of Cuban society and of Castro's attempts to export 
his revolution to other parts of the world with Soviet backing appears to be the primary 
purpose of this organization, along with ending the U.S. trade embargo and extending 
diplomatic recognition. 

\ . .. . 

Center coordinator Mary Lou Suhar contrasts the "exploitation" of pre-Castro Cuba 
with the "new dignity" and "more human existence" of the people under communism. She 
criticizes the "heavy handed U.S. attitude of possessiveness" toward Cuba, while praising 
the help of the Soviet Union, without which "C\.lba could not have grown in domestic; 
stability or international prestige." Citing approvingly Castro's success in exporting 
the Cuban model abroad, she concludes: 

Internationally , the island-nation has gained in status, has been adopted 
as a symbol of revolutionary hope and courage by the Third World, and has 
the long term support of a country (the USSR) which does not seek economic 
domination in the form of trade agreements./5 

Other writers for the Cuba Resource Center describe a virtual paradise for workers 
and women: 
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•.. the promise ma de by the Cuban Revolution to guarantee e ·,-ery person a 
decent sta:1c..'.1rd of: 1.Lvin.:; is being fulfilled. ... Cubans hav0 .:-ea lized 
the v3l ue of h3rd work within the context of a revolutionary process 
of which th ey are and feel an i ntbnate pnrt. Work i s not a l i enated ; it 

· has been r.w.de hun:an./6 

Wo:nen nt t lw service of man was being replaced by, r elat i onships bet,veea 
:,;_irtners s truggling together for a new society.fl 

The Womw's Division gave $250/year to the CRC in l.977-1978 . The Worl d Division 
:~·:cvidd $16 , 000 in 1978 . TI1e Women's Division also pub lished ,, n article by Ma ry L0u 
~·=1r0r , c.1tit:le d "Cu°b .J 's New Family Code" in a Mar c:h, 1976 r es ource boo!<let entitled 
' :•!'. e r ti.:a S:r:ne Again. 

T'1 "· Chi 1 e J.e:.;;islat ive _ Center (CLC) 

'.:.nE: 19 76 \.Jashingt on, D.C. bomb blast t hat prematun ,l _:: •~n :: 2 d the life of Chilean 
::

0 ;c.:.ll! Or lando I.ctelie~· , a lso blew the cover off the o2'.'i i: I.r!s or the Chjle Legis lative 
::,.,:1te; r. Ac co r ding t o t he papers found in Letelierts bri.ef cas e and published in the 
C.:mgces::iional Record on June 23, 1977, Letelier set up the CLC durin g a time in which 
1-,e wns rel:f!iving $1,000 a month from Cuba and working close l y ,-.'ith the Cuban secret 
~:c ·,--vice, the DGI. In a letter to Beatriz Allende Fernandez , t he daughter of the late 
S'1]vndor Allende and the wife of a high ranking DGI off icial in Cuba, Letelier stated: 
"...,,~ have set up a Chile Legis lative Cente r office which is d edicated exc lusively to 
(' ::>:"!.gres:; innal matters. 11

_/ 3 

At t ~1 1t time, th e CLC was listed in the phone book as being located at 120 Mary-
:. :!.~cl .\vmue, N.E., Washing ton, D.C., next door to the Hethodist BuiJ.ding . · It ha s since 
relcc~tcd. Th2 CLC has lobbied vigorously fo r legislati on spons ored by Senator Edward 
:,r. Kc:·:~:, '!d{ 1::,ld Congre~;sm;:m Eichael Harrington to cut o f f mil it .:i ry and econ oTilic aid to 
~'h i.1(~ . T:1e Center Di :r:ec ::or is the Rev. Charles llriody, uhose ;:aw.e is f ound on an ed 
:,.-i ~d fo ,~ by the U.S. ?ee.ce Council in the June 21, , 1979, i.ssue of the t-:~w York Times, 
, :: L2c 'd :ig Joan Bae z f en her critic i sm of human r :lghts a·:, us es i:1 \'i e tn :,m , and claiming 

1:h ,.1t " \' :Let ·n;.tm r.Gw enj0ys hu:nan rights as it nas never ;~nown in history ." (Se(~ appendix) 

Th,~ 1;.'uJ11C::n' s Division gave $250. 00 to the CLC in 1977 . 

,b :>th~:"." 1 et: ter fo un d in Orlando Letelier 's briefcase was an appeal for funds from 
'.' 1 L7 ::'.:,:tb F,1rr,_sworth representing the North . American Congress on Lat in America. 

Oftc.n self-described as the "Jesearch arm of the movement, NACLA attempts to ,t:1)lici ::e t ~ic futility of democratic reforms in Latin .Anerica and the need for revolution­
:u:y ch:.n,~e . In its nanual on " How to Interview the Ruling Cl2ss and its Agents, " NACLA 
c 2. ,1i:.1s that 11 1:esearch i s a weapon" intended to "change t he existin g powe r relations in 
c::pit~1J.ist society. "/..'i 

~i.\CL\ w::i.,; found• ,• d by Brady Tyson, a former Methodist mir~ i ster who, as an aide to 
.1.:1 ,fr,::•.,; Y,) 11:1:; :in the ·:·tn t e D,~partment, was r ep riTI' .:md ed '.Jy the Car t er i1c!ministration for 
n ~s :1:i :, n~p:c,:.:si:·ntatio:, of l; . S . policy on Chile at a C. ~ . con fer2nce . i)Q 
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Another person associated with NACLA is John Gerassi, author of many books on 
Cuba, including Ven ceremos, the Speeches and Writings of Che Guevara. 

NACLA members were .1.lso given credit by CIA defector Philip Agee for providing 
documentation used in his two books on the CIA, and repeated in his testimony before 
the Tribunal Against Imperialism at the Havana World Youth Festival in 1978./11 

The long time director of NACLA, Fred Goff, is the son of Mrs. James Goff, who is 
active in the overseas service of the Presbyterian Church, and contributor to the 
Women's Division's response magazine./12 

More recently NACLA appears as a sponsor of the National Network in Solidarity with 
the Nicaraguan People, along with the U.S. Peace Council, the National Lawyers Guild, 
and other Soviet-connected groups, whose brochure calls for support of the Sandinist 
National Liberation Front. /13 

The Women's Division gave $500 per year to NACLA in 1977 and 1978. The World 
Division gave $2,000 in 1978 and $6,000 in 1979 to NACLA. 

Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) 

In its publication Latin America Update, the Washington Office on Latin America 
regularly condemns human rights violations in all Latin American dictatorships except 
Cuba, and blames the U.S. for most of the difficulties. The September-October 1979 
issue cited with approval the resolutions adopted at the Havana "non-aligned" summit, 
calling for U.S. withdrawal from military bases in Cuba and Puerto Rico, an end to Puerto 
Rico's "colonial" status, and a termination of the U.S. economic embargo of Cuba: 

In supporting these resolutions, and in their actions at the summit, the 
Latin American members thus asserted a m·ajor claim to independence from 
the United States and a desire to link themselves .more closely to the non­
aligned third world./14 

From WOLA's office in the Methodist Building at 110 Maryland Avenue, N.E., in 
Washington, D.C., there has been much recent activity on behalf of the Sandinistas in 
Nicaragua. A coalition including the U.S. Peace Council, the National Lawyers Guild, 
Isabel Letelier and Abe Feinglass, a long time pro-Soviet labor activist, held a con­
ference on Nicaragua in February of 1979 and a protest demonstration at the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) later in April. According to the Washington Post, four demonstrators 
were arrested during the demonstration, which was designed to stop an IMF loan to 
Nicaragua while the Somoza dictatorship was still in power./15 

Ka y Stubbs, director of WOLA, was a participant in the 37th National Lawyers Guild 
Convention in San Francisco, February 15-19, 1979./16 

The Women's Division gave $500 to WOLA in 1978, and the World Division paid . 
$5,101 to WOLA in 1979. 

Puerto Rican Solidarity Committee (PRSC) 

In spite of repeated popular votes and public opinion polls indicating that the 
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people of Puerto Rico overwhelmingly favor ties with the Unite d States, small groups of 
P~1e-r- to Ri can activists continue to p:.ess for "decolonization." Perhaps bec ause of their 
l a ck of popular support, the more radical of the pro-independ e n c e groups have resort ed 
to terror, bombings and a s sassinations, while their cause is pursued a t th~ diplomatic 
level in the United Nations by rep resentatives of Cuba and t h e Sov i e t [nion. 

The Puerto Rican Solidarity Committe e w:-:is formed in ·1974 as the outg rowth of a 
d,:-! fense committee for Carlos Feliciano, an accused terrorist bomber for the Puerto Rican 
N.1tional Independence Novement . After reorganizin g itsel f in 1977 to jettison its nore 
r.1dical fringe connected with the Weather Undergr;:,und Organization, the PRSC continues 
t,J champion th1;:~ "political prisoners" of the Puerto Rican armed s trugg l e . Ths PRSC is 
closely connect:ed with the Castro back(~ d Puerto Rican Socialist Party , (PSP), wi t h ,,hi.ch 
i.t co-sponsored an Oc t ober 3'.:J, 1977 Khite House demonstra tion agains t a gr and jury i n­
,_·ps t i gat:ion of the alleged terrorist activ ities of the Armed Fo r ces of l~a tional Lib ,~ra­
t:io n (FAUl) . The PRSC is closely associate d with the Puer to Rican Soc i a list Pa rty, 
wh()se l(~aders make it cl1:!ar that "independence" means the creation of another Cub a : 

Cuba and Puerto Rico are sister nations . In our joi nt struggle i,;e think 
of San Juan as the former tyrannical Saigon of the ~a ribb ean and o f 
Hu·.ra:1.a as our Hanoi. That portion of our homeland tha t beg ins fr, Havana 
is free and socialist. That portion which begins in San Juan will also 
be free and socialist./17 

The Women's Division gave $100 in 1977 and $200 in 1978 to the PRSC. The Board 
of Churi::h and Society and the National Division of the Board of Global Mi nistries passed 
r cwlutions in s;.ipport of the Cuba-sponsored U. N. resolutions calling for the "de-
·~::,] oniz~tion" of Pue r to Rico. 
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ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED ABOUT DISARMA..'-fENT, PEACE, 
AND THE SOVIET UNION 

Most Method i sts wc., uld agree that real disarmament is a worthwhile goal, and that 
creating a world in wh i ch military expenditures can be reduced is an important priority. 
In reviewing the statements of organizations receiviag Methodist funds, however, 
questions are r aised about the one-sidedness of disarmament appeals. The arms programs 
of the U.S. are strongly condemned end protested against, while those of the Soviet 
Union are rationalized or defended. 

Four organi zations that received a total of $25,500 over a two-year period from 
the Women 's Division and the World Division are noteworthy in this regard: The Coali tion 
for a New Foreign and ~,filitary Policy (CNFMP), the Center for Int ernational Policy (CIP), 
the Fund for Peace (FFP), and Clergy and Laity Concerned (CALC). An additional $12,600 
was given to seven other 11peace 11 related organizations for which no information was 
available at the time of this writing: Americans for SALT, the Religious Com.~ittee on 
SALT, World Conference on Religion and Peace, National Action Research on the Military 
Industrial Complex, (American Friends Service Committee), the Seattle Religious Peace 
Action Coalition, and David Dellinger's Seven Days magazine. 

Other types of assistance, in the form of endorsements and the printing and dis­
tribution of articles, has been given by the Boards of Church and Society and Global 
Ministries to the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, the Woraen's 
Strike for Peace, the Institute for Policy Studies, Mobilization for Survival, and 
William Sloane Coffin's Riverside Church Disarmament Program. 

Coalition for a New Foreign and Military Policy (CNFMP) 

Established in 1976 to continue the Washington lobbying work of the Coalition to 
Stop Fm1ding the War, the CNFMP has campaigned against the B-1 Bomber, the Cruise Missile, 
the Trident Submarine, the Neutron Bomb, the U.S. presence in Korea, Angola, and the 
Panama Canal Zone, and virtually every other defense program of the United States. 

In its "Disarmament Action Guide, 11 the CNFMP blames the U.S. for taking the 
initiative in the arms race, while excusing the Soviet Union for being forced to catch 
up: 

The Soviet Union suffered more than 20 million deaths in World War II, 
along with unprecedented devastation of its land and economy. The 
present generation of Soviet leaders, who experienced those horrors, are 
not likely to trust to the good intentions of a powerful armed rival, 
especially one that insists on pressing for an advantage in the arms 
race. Nor will Soviet leaders respond lightly to military threats from 
NATO to their west, and Turkey, Iran and China to their s outh. The Soviet 
Union--unlike the U.S.--is literally surrounded by hostile powers and 
unreliable allies •.• the next time you hear exaggerated stories about 
Soviet intentions and "worst case" scenarios, think about how frightening 
the world must look to a Soviet military planner--faced with an economically 
and technologically superior adversary (the U.S.) which perpetually pushes 
for an advantage in the arms race, which has intervened militarily or 
through its intelligence agencies in Indochina, the Dominican Republic, 
Cuba, and Iran, to name but a few; which maintains a vast global military 
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network of military bases in Europe, Turkey, Korea, the Philippines, 
Okinawa and Japan; and which has never even pledged not to be the first 
to use nuclear weapons,.Ll 

Ir. Llddition to Methodist churchgoers' money , financial support for the Coalition 
w:1s given by 200 participants at a Fund Ra is er honoring Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden on 
SLptem~e r 26, 1979, at the Coalition's headquarters nex t door to the Washington, D.C. 
Me thodist Building. According to newspaper accounts, Fonda was picketed by about fifty 
rietnarnese boat people to protest her refusal to join with Joan Baez in condemning human 
r ights violations in Vietnam./2 

Although the Coalition is not tax exempt because of its lobbying activities, 
,cn t ributors to the Fonda fund raiser were given the option of making their donations 
t .~:x exem;it by giving through the ''Youth Project - Budget Priorities Project." On 
o the r fund raising appea ls, the tax exempt option was provided by the Methodist Church 
B,:i ard of Church and Society ,11. a procedure which r:iight be indelicately described as 
laundering. 

Besides t wo boards bf the United Methodist Church, sponsoring organizations of the 
ClFMP and its Working Groups include the Institute for Pei licy Studies, the Chile Legis­
l <t tive Center, Counterspy, The Transnational Institute, the Campaign for Political Rights, 
t he Women's International League for Peace and Freedom and the Women's Strike for Peace 
(bl; th associated with the pro-soviet Women's Inter national Democratic Federation), the 
Na tional Center· to Slash Military Spending (run by ve teran Communist Party activist, 
Pauline Ros en),/4 the National Lawyers Guild (affiliated with the Soviet-dominated 
International Federation of Democratic Lawye.rs), and two unions expelled from the AFL-
:::ro as Communist party fronts, the United Electrical Workers and the west coast Inter­
~ational Longshoremen and Warehousemen's Union of Harry Bridges. 

The Women's Division gave $15,.300 in 1977, and $6,500 in 1978, to the CNFMP. 

P~.~ ~~ .3illings of the Women's Division is on the Board of Advisors for the CIP, 
t•;·h ~ '.:: r fc nerally t·akes the same positions on foreign policy issues as the CNFMP. The 
CIF i s 1art of the Fund for Peace complex supported largely by General Motors heir 
~r e~3rt Mocr. The CIP's Indochina Project, headquartered within the Methodist Building 
i :•. (-1~\.c; t,_,_ ,_,.gton, generally supports the Vietnamese Government's viewpoint regarding 
thP cat c.strophic events unfolding in Southeast Asia.f..2 

The Women's Division gave $250 in 1977 and $750 in 1978 to the CIP-FFP. 

_J~_'..,::.._ ,8iverside Church Disarmament Program 

~lthough no funds were reported given to this group by the two agencies that 
~~L•v_i£j information about grants, Methodist bodies are listed as endorsers of the 
I' r _•g1ai!'· ' ::: seminars.1§_ 

As pastor of the Riverside Church, William Sloane Coffin, Jr. has gained notoriety 
OVt!r the years for his outspoken condemnation of U.S. "war criminals" in Vietnam,/7 
>is .50 '. •nsorship of Soviet Government representatives at church disarmament seminars, /8 
~ 1 ~ ni~. recent a ttack on President Carter's propo s al for Economic Sanctions on Iran a'"s'" 
:; ,~i r. ~~ 11 l: 1.5hly reminiscent of Lyndon Johnson's boobing of Nort1:1 Vietnam. "f...2.. 
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Reporting on a recent trip to the Soviet Union, Coffin claimed that the "Soviet 
Threat is largely a figment of our imagination." The Soviet nuclear buildup, according 
to Coffin, is only a "desperate striving for parity with the U.S.," which it needs 
because it is ''threatened by a hostile Europe, China and Japan (sic), as well as the 
U.S." Furthermore·, their establishment of buffer states in Europe after World War II 
was an effort to "protect their borders where they felt threatened by West Germany."/1O 

The Director of the Disarmament Program is Cora Weiss, who organized the victorious 
celebration of Vietnam's admission to the U.N. in New York in 1977, after nearly a 
decade of close work with Hanoi officials in mobilizing U.S. support for their success­
ful war effort._lll Millions of dollars of Methodist money was raised by Cora Weiss for 
shipment of materials to Vietnam after the War, as detailed in another section of this 
report. 

The U.S. Peace Council 

Publications o.f the United Methodist Church Board of Church and Society and Board 
of Global Ministries frequently reprint articles from and recommend working with organi­
zations like the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, the American 
Friends Service Committee, SANE, and Women's Strike for Peace./12 

Leading representatives of these and other organizations discussed in this report 
appeared in a June 24, 1979, ad in the New York Times attacking Joan Baez for her 
criticism of human rights violations in Vietnam. The ad was sponsored by the U.S. Peace 
Council, the American affiliate of the largest Moscow run front group, the World Peace 
Council (WPC). The ad, as well as a list of sponsors of the November 1979 conference 
of the U.S. Peace Council, is reproduced in the Appendix. 

According to the Communist Party Newspaper, the Daily World, several American 
activists had been "working for years to establish local committees, organize delegations 
from the U.S. to international meetings of the World Peace Council, and distribute 
information about the Peace Council to activists in the United States."/13 

Resolutions adopted at the U.S. Peace Council conference called for U.S. disarma­
ment in the name of peace, and, paradoxically, for support of armed liberation struggle 
also in the ·name of peace. In perfect Orwellian logic, WPC president Romesh Chandra 
defended this approach: 

Pe·ople ask me, you are a peace movement. Why do you support the armed 
struggles in Nicaragua, Palestine, Vietnam. And I reply, "The armed 
struggle in these countries is the peace movement- ' ' /14 

At the conclusion of the Conference, a demonstration at the Wh·.te House was called to 
protest the introduction by NATO of new pershing missiles in E1rope. (See leaflet in 
appendix.) No protests have been mounted against a new generation of Soviet missiles 
that promoted the NATO response. A similar demonstration, rally and t each- in was held 
earlier in the year (October 28-29) to hear speeches from a World Peace Council 
delegation led by Werner Rumpel, secretary-general of the East German Peace Council. 
An active participant in the event, according to one observer, was Peggy Billings of 
the Women's Division./15 
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There is no evidence in the materials gathered so far that Methodist funds are 
flowing directly to the U.S. Peace Council, although travel expenditures may be in­
volved when Methodist Church staff participate in USPC activities and in International 
conferences of other Soviet-controlled groups like the World Christian Conference./16 

One troubling note, however, is the appearance of the name Owen Brooks, Executive 
Secretary of the Delta Ministry, on the U.S. Peace Council sponsors list. The Women's 
Division gave $15,500 to this organization in 1978. 

The Problem of Human Rights 

Several of the organizations discussed in this section claim to be defenders of 
human rights, but only in societies burdened with right-wing dictatorships. In part 
this double-standard results from a redefinition of human rights by the United Nations 
as a result of the Soviet Union and its allies. The new definition emphasizes 
"economic and social rights" at the expense of democratic and organizational rights, 
such as freedom of expression, dissent and assembly. 

According to the CNFMP, 

most often, we think of human rights as being limited to traditional civil 
liberties--freedom of speech, protection from torture, due process of law, 
etc. But it is becoming clearer all the time that enforcement of a far 
broader spectrum of rights is necessary to achieve these political rights-­
for example, the rights of everyone to food, shelter, employment, health 
care and education./17 

Thus, most of the organizations funded by the Boards of Global Ministries and 
Church and Society, as well as the boards themselves, continuously pass resolutions 
condemning human rights violations in Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, Chile, and 
dozens of other authoritarian dictatorships, while, demanding U.S. government aid for 
Vietnam, Angola, Cuba, China, Mozambique, or the new Nicaragua. Occasionally slaps 
are taken at the Soviet Union or Cambodia, especially after the Vietnamese invasion 
of that hapless country, but the rhetoric is mild compared to that dished out for U.S. 
allies, as shown by the following excerpt from a 1979 World Division report: 

Human rights were another concern of the division. As civil war engulfed 
Nicaragua the division called for sanctions against the Somoza government. 
While the former government of Kampuchea (Cambodia) retained control of that 
troubled country, the division urged prayers and assistance to refugees./18 

Another example of the human rights double standard is found in the demands of an 
organization called Clergy and Laity Concerned. 

Clergy and Laity Concerned (CALC) 

This organization was one of the most strident of the anti-Vietnam war groups. 
Several of its leading members signed the U.S. Peace Council ad attacking Joan Baez 
for her criticism of human rights violations in Vietnam. CALC continues to campaign 
and demonstrate against American support for "repressive dictatorships," while 
simultaneously trying to "persuade the U.S. gbvernment that it is obliged to repair 
the damage it inflicted" by giving "reconstruction aid" to Vietnam./19 
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The Women's Division gave CALC $500 per year in 1977-1978. The World Division 
provided $1,700 in 1979. 

/1 Disarmament Action Guide, 1979. CNFMP, Washington, D.C., page 7. 

l.J:._ Trescott, Jacqueline. "Fonda's Garden Party", Washington Post 
September 27, 1979. 

/3 Legislative Update, Coalition for a New Foreign and Military Policy, 
Spring, 1976. 

/4 Congessional Record, 7/27/77, page E-4895. 

/5 Hiebert, Linda G. "The Roots of Uprootedness." 
September 1979 

") 

Sojourners ~agazine, 

/6 "Cost of Arms Race is the topic ·of March 9 Interfaith Seminar". 
United Methodist Reporter. Feb. 29, 1980. 

/7 William Sloane Coffin, Jr., Once to Every Man, New York: 
Atheneum Press. 1979. p. 78. 

/8 Yuri S. Kapralov. "Detente and Disarmament - U.S.S.R." Peace in Search 
of Makers. Valley Forge, Judson Press. 1979. (Remarks made at Reverse 
the Arms Race Convention at Riverside Church, Dec. 4-5, 1978.) 

/9 Ari L. Goldman. "Clergyman Bound for Iran Attacks Carter Call for 
Economic Sanctions." New York Times, Dec. 24,. 1979. 

/10 Disarming Notes. November 1979. Riverside Church Disarmament Program. 

/11 Lee Lescaze. "Another Hurrah for Hanoi." Washington Post, 
September 36, 1977. 

/12 Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Church. 
Engage/Social Action Forum - 44. "Disarmament.: A Life and Death Issue". 
September 1978, and Women's Division, Board of Global Ministries, 
Never the Same Again. March 1976. 

/13 Daily World November 1, 1979. 

/14 Information Digest, Nov. 23, 1979. 

/15 Information Digest , Nov. 9, 1979. 

/16 CIA Report on Soviet Propaganda Operations, pp. 606-608. 

/17 Human Rights Action Guide, 1978. Coalition for a New Foreign and 
Military policy, Washington, D.C. 

/18 Ellen Clark, "World Division." New World Outlook, April 1979. p. 34. 

/19 CALC Brochure, 1976. 
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ORGANIZATIONS DEALING WITH GOVERNMENT INTELLIGENCE CAPABILITIES 

Revelations about CIA and FBI abuses have raised understandable concerns about 
insuring full protection for political activities appropriate to a democratic society. 
Several organizations funded by the Women's Division of the Board of Global Ministries; 
however, appear to question the basis of legitimate intelligence activity designed to 
protect U.S. institutions from terrorist acts and foreign penetration. 

In 1977 and 1978, the Women's Division gave $1800 to four such organizations: 
The Center for Constitutional Rights, the National Committee Against Repressive 
Legislation, the Grand Jury Project of the National Lawyers Guild, and the National 
Black Lawyers Committee, which is located at the same address as the National Conference 
of Black Lawyers. The last three organizations are rather openly connected with the 
Soviet-controlled International Association of Democratic Lawyers and the Communist 
Party, U. S .A, and are frequently discussed in the pages of the Communi_st Party newspaper, 
the Daily World. Samples are included in the Appendix. 

According to testimony presented to the House Select Committee on Intelligence 
during the confirma tion hearings of Ambassador Frank C. Carlucci as Deputy Director 
of the CIA on January 27 and 38, 1978, the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) is: 

a Communist Party, U.S.A. legal front group formed with the assistance of 
the Cornmintern, remains under the control of the Communist Party and its 
younger Castroite supporters.L!:_ 

The International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) is described in 
another publication of the House Select Committee on Intelligence as one of the 13 
major world Communist Front groups, faithfully following the Moscow lead on all major · 
issues from the Stalin-Tito confrontation to the invasions of Hungary and Checkoslovakia 
to the current Sino-Soviet dispute.~ A description of the major Soviet-backed front 
groups is included in the Appendix. 

The Center for Constitutional Rights 

Among the several prominent attorneys from th NLG who established the CCR to 
defend "political prisoners" in the West are William Kunstler, Peter Weiss, William 
Schapp and Ramsey Clark. 

Weiss is the husband of Cora Weiss, the pro-Hanoi activist and daughter of the 
late Samuel Ruten, the Faberge manufacturer who created the Rubin Foundation, the 
chief financial backer of the New Left's Think Tank, the Institute for Policy Studies 
(IPS). Weiss is president of the IPS, and active in many PLO causes./3 

Kunstler became famous as the defender of the Chicago-seven, and as the leader 
of the attack on Joan Baez for her newspaper ad condemning human rights violations 
in Vietnam. In 1975, Kunstler, Weiss and Ramsey Clark were denied permission by the 
West German Government to join the defense team of the terrorist Baader-Meinhoff gang, 
although Kunstler was later able to give legal assistance to a fugitive member of the 
gang who was apprehended at the U.S. Canadian border on July 16, 1978.J..!±. 

Schapp made an appearance with Philip Agee at a Havana press conference associated 
with the World Youth Festival tribunal on imperialism, and along with Agee is co-editor 
of the Covert Action Information Bulletin./5 

-14-



The Center for Ccnstitutional Rights has also been involved in the legal defense 
of American Indian Activi st Leonard Peltier, who was convicted for the murder of two 
FBI Agents in 1975 at Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and of the alleged accomplices of an 
escaped bomber for the Puerto Rican FALN, William Morales. The CCR has endorsed the 
May 6, 1979 Anti-Nuclear demonstration in Washington, and the November, 1979, Anti-
Klan march in Greensboro, North Carolina. Leading CCR members signed the U.S. Peace 
Council's anti-Joan Baez ad and sponsored the U.S. Peace Council's founding convention . .l§_ 

The Women's Division gave $200 per year to the CCR in 1977 and 1978, and Peggy 
Billings is on the CCR Board of Trustees. 

The National Lawyer's Guild, Grand Jury Project 

The Grand Jury Project is a creation of t he NLG which provides legal and organi­
zational support to accused fugitive t errorists . One s uch fugitive , Carlos Alberto 
Torres of the Puerto Rican FALN was recently apprehended for his alleged part i.n a 
New York bombing and murder in 1977, since which time he has been on the FBI's Ten 
Most Wanted List. Another FALN bomber who was apprehended when a bomb apparently 
exploded in his hands on July 12, 1978, William Morales, was a member of the Episcopal 
Church's National Commission on Hispanic Af fa irs .fl_ 

At its 37th National Conven tion in San Franc isco, February 15-19, 1979, the NLG 
held workshops on gay rights, political asy lum , the Weber Case, "Facisim and the First 
Amendment," Native American Struggles, and Abortion/Sterilization Abuse.~ 

Daily World stories about the Nationa l Lawyers Guild a re included in the Appendix. 

Perhaps the most famous of the NLG at t orneys is Charles Garry of San -Francisco , 
whose involvement with the Jonestown Cult was well-do cumen t ed in the press. 

Another NLG spinoff, the Campaign to Stop Government Spying, now called the Campaign 
for Political Rights, is set up t o ''end covert opera tions abroad and end political 
spying and political harrassment in the United States." It in cludes among its sponsors 
the CCR, Counterspy , the Grand Jury Proj ec t, t he National Alliance against Racist and 
Political Repression (c.:o-cha ired by Rev . Ben Chavis and Angela Dav is),j_J_. The National 
Committee against Repressive Legi slation , t he Na tional Committee to Reopen the Rosenberg 
Case, the National Emergency Civil Liber ties Committee , the NLG, the Puerto Rican 
Socialist Party , the Women's Internationa l League for Peace and Freedom, and the 
Department of Law, Justice and Community Relations of the Board of Church and Society 
of the United Methodist Church. (s ee CPR letter in Append i x ) The staff person for 
the last-named sponsoring organization, John Adams, was recently asked to resign from 
his position because of his active involvement with the terrorists holding the American 
hostages in Iran./10 

Not e : Mr. Jessup asked Good News t o mak e t he following correction as this 
reprint of the ori gi n a l document 111as being prepared: John Adams was not 
discharged from his position bu ·t d i d r e si g n b r ief"ly . 

The National Conference of Black Lawyers (NCBL) 

NCBL's National Director , Lennox Hi nds, is the permanen t r epres entative to the 
U.N. for the Soviet-controlled Inter national Association of Democratic Lawyers, 
according to the Daily World./11 
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The IADL has organized a number of commissions of Inquiry in support of Soviet 
,propaganda themes, including American war crimes in Vietnam and the crimes of the 
.Chilean junta . A description of the IADL is included in the Appendix. 

Established by several NLG attorneys as the legal support arm of the black revolu­
tion, the NCBL has defended Angela Davis, H. Rap Brown, Bobby Seale, the Black Panther 
Party, the Attica Prison rioters, and Puerto Rican militant Carlos Feliciano . The 
NCBL has recently launched a campaign on behalf of "political prisoners and victims 
of racial oppression in the U.S . "/12 

The Women's Division gav e $150 to the NCBL in 1977. The National Division gave 
an unknown amount to an organization called the "National Black Lawyers Committee" 
headquartered a t the same address as the NCBL. 

/1 House Select Committee on Intelligence , Hear i ngs. 
Ambassador Frank C. Carlucci. Jan. 27 and 30, 1978. page 62 

f.J:_ House Select Committee on Intelligence , CI A Report on Soviet 
Propaganda Operations. from April 20, 1978 Hearing . 

.fl_ Gershman, Carl. "New Left-New Face." Fr eedom at Issue, 50. 
March-April, 1979. p. 3. 

/4 Information Digest, July 28, 1978. 

/5 Wheeler, Tim. "CIA Legal Crimes," Daily World, 2/13/1980 p.3. 

/6 Information Digest, June 29, 1979. 

/7 Information Digest, July 14, 1978. 

/8 Information Digest, May 4, 1979. 

jJ_ Daily World, March 11, 1980, and Ma rch 18, 1980. 

/10 "UMC Official returns from Iran, Quits." 
United Methodist Reporter, 3/7/80. 

/11 "Rights Lawyer Assails Government, ,: Daily World 
March 8, 1980. 

/12 Information Digest, Nov. 10, 1978 , Fe b. 22, 1980. 
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ORGANIZATIONS DEALING WITH THE MIDDLE EAST 

Although giving the appearance of even-handedness by calling for "recognition of 
the right to self-determination of both Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs," the 1976 
General Conference Resolution on the Middle East directs most of its criticism at 
Israel and the U.S.; for "arrests, tortures and expulsions" of Palestinians in the 
Occupied Territories," for "resettlement of Jews on land from which Arabs have been 
evicted;" and for ignoring the "aspirations to statehood of the Palestinian Arabs, 
thus heightening their frustrations and militancy." No mention is made of PLO terror 
and intransigence, or of the role of the Soviet Union, or of the pos s ibility that the 
Palestinian people might like to have a say in determining whether the P.L . O. is their 
''sole representative," rather than having it so proclaimed by the Methodist Church.fl 

No resolution has been passed on Iran, but Methodists have been prominent among 
those clergy whose self-appointed mission it has been t o defend the "just grievances" 
of the Iranian "students" while calling on the U.S. to "confes s and repent" of its 
sins in Iran. Notable among these is Bishop Dale White who, along with three other 
religious pilgrims to Tehran, told an incredulous Robert Ha cNeil and Jim Lehrer on 
their January 4, 1980, PBS News broadcast tha t the Aya tollah was "a very devout, pious, 
well educated and highly moral individual," whose ha tred for the Shah was understandable . 
that the "students" had good reason not to r e l eas e t he hostages prior to a U.S. con­
fession, and that the "students" were correc t in thr ea t ening to put one of the American 
hostages on trial for his "war crimes" in Vie tnam ./ 2 

In a "Call to Repentance," two other Methodist Bishops. James K. Matthews and 
Ralph T. Alton, have taken self-debasement and guilt t o new levels: we are called upon 
to emulate the confession of the German Church after World War II for the crimes of 
Nazism./3 

Meanwhile , United Methodist staff have been busy employing Church facilities to 
assist the Iranian and Palestinian causes. The Rever end John Adams of the Board of 
Church and Society is operating a "hostage mail exchange service, " sanctioned by the 
"students" in Tehran and sponsured by the International Indian Treaty Council led by 
John Thomas. /4 At the Methodist Church Cent er fo r t he U.N., spa ce has been made avail­
able for John Kelly of Counter-Spy and Eqbal Ahmed of the Institute for Policy Studies 
to hold a March 14, 1979 press conference to expose a l l eged CIA personne l in Iran, and 
for Ramsey Clark, David Dellinger and Don Luc e to hold an Au gus t 27, 1979 press con­
f erence to report on their meeting with Yassir Arafat during a trip to Lebanon to in­
vestigate the Israeli "devasta tion" of Southern Leba non .12. 

For the first press conference, the "contac t per son" wa s listed as Donald Will, 
who is on the staff of the Methodist Church Center f or the U. N./6 His views on the 
Middle East go considerably beyond the limit s of the General Conference Resolution 
by condemning the camp David Accord and supporting the und erly ing mot i ve for creating 
a "transitional" Palestinian state on the West bank : 

Co upl e d with the r e turn of the (Pal es t inian) r e fug ees , th is s t a t e wo uld 
allow the Palestinian people to struggle a longside progressive Israelis 
for the creation of a democratic state in the whole of Pa l estine./? 

As indicated by its grants of $2,300 t o four outside organizations . the Women's 
Division abandons the policy of recognition of the sta t e of I s rael altoge.ther, in 
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direct contradiction of the General Council Policy Statement. The four ~ganizations 
receiving funds are the Middle East Research and Information Projec t (MERIJi>) ., the 
Palestine Human Rights Campaign (PHRC), the Palestine Solidarity Committe~ (PSC), and 
the Middle East Resource Center (MERC). 

Middle East Research and Information Project (MERIP) 

Mincing no words , the introduction to the September, 1979 issue of MERIP Reports 
explains that "no proposal for the partition of Palestine has ever been accepted by 
any number of Palestinians," because such proposals have always had the intention. of 
securing and legitimizing the "Zionist presence" in Palestine . To accept Israel, in 
this view, would betray the Palestinian cause. No mere nationalists , the N>ERIP 
"collective" emphasizes the need for "leftist " for ces within the PLO t o "prevent the 
dominance of the Palestinian bourgeoisie."f.!i 

On Iran, MERIP is considered close to the Moscow-backed Tudeh Communist Party by 
other leftists commenting on the group./9 MERIP is a s pinoff of the. Institute For 
Policy Studies, Washington's New Left Think Tank. 

The Women's Division gave MERIP $500 in 1979, and a copy of MERIP Report No. 75-76 
along with a variety of other materials, i s included in the Methodist Resource packet, 
"Middle East Mosaic," which is dis tributed widely to church study groups. 

Palestine Human Rights_ Campaign (PHRC) 

Sponsors of the PHRC include Eqbal Ahmad of the Institut e f or Policy Studies/ 
Transnational Institute, Stokeley Carmichael, Norm Chomsky, David Dellinger, Congress­
man Walter Fauntroy, Don Luce, the SCLC's Joseph Lowrey, long-time pro-Soviet activists 
Pete Seeger and Jack O'Dell, and the United Methodist Church's Don Will . . 

A statement by Kareem Khalaf in the PHRC Bulletin No. 12, included in the Methodist 
Resource packet, calls for recognition of the PLO and the establishment of a Palestinian 
state as a transitional goal. 

Organizational sponsors of the PRHC include the Associa tion of Arab American 
University Graduates, the National Association of Arab Americans , the New American 
Movement (Eurocommunist in Outlook), Operation Push, and La Raza Unida./10 

Palestine Solidarity Committee (PSC) and 
Middle East Resource Center (MERC) 

Directed by Sheila Ryan, fo rmerly of the Wather Underground Organization, the 
PSC and its resource center are designed to support the PLO and i ts activities in the 
U.S./11 

An excerpt from the PSC publication, PAlestine , included in the Methodist middle 
east resource packet, contains an interview with Ma i Sayegh of the General Union of 
Palestinian Women, formed by the PLO. 

The Women's Division gave $250 to the PSC in 1979, and $500 pe r year to MERC in 
1978 and 1979. 
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Organizational Activities 

The several organi~ations funded by the Women's Division have collaborated in a 
number of activities in support of the PLO cause. The most recent was the demonstra­
tion against Anwar Sadat's visit to Washington, in which demonstrators shouted anti­
Sadat and pro-PLO slogans./12 

In April of last year, during the period in which the McGovern Amendment was 
interpreted by the U.S. State Department as allowing the issuing of visas for PLO 
officials, the PARC, MERC, the Middle East Institute, the Palestine Information 
office, and MERIP were all scheduled for visits by Shafiq el-Hout, the head of the 
PLO office in Lebanon. El-Hout cancelled his visit · to return to Lebanon for official 
business./13 His visit caused such a stir that the McGovern Amendment was r epea led. 

/1 Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Church. 
"The Middle East". General Conference Resolution, 1976 
Washington, D.C. 

/2 WNET TV Thirteen. 
January 4, 1980. 

"Iran--Unofficial Clergy" 
Library #115. New York. 

MacNeil Lehner Report, 

ll.. Bishop James K. Matthews. "A call for Repentance and Pr.::iy e r for lr,rn 
and the U.S." 

/4 Press Release, International Indian Treaty Council and Board of Church 
and Society, United Methodist Church. 
''Hostage Mail Exchange Service." 

jJ_ Press Release, Church Center for the U.N. "Ramsey C]ark ,md Otlll' r :::: 
Call for End to Israeli Raids on Lebanon." 

/6 Information Digest, September 7, 1979. 

/7 Donald Will. Of Life and Hope. Chapter I. 

/8 Peter Johnson. "The PLO at the Crossro.::ids, an 1ntrnduc t i on." 
MERIP Reports No. 80, September 1979. rages 3-4. 

/9 Linda Heiden. "Response" MERIP Report No. 75/76. 1'1i1 r ch- Api-i1, 1979 . 
Pages 39-40. 

/10 Lists obtained from Organizational letterhead. 

/11 Information Digest, August 25, 1978, and June 1978. 

/12 Action Memorandum, Palestine Congress of North J\mL' ri.ca, l'br ch 24, 1980. 

/13 Information Digest. April 6, 1979, .April 20, 1979. 
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ORGANIZATIONS DEALING WITH ASIAN AFFAIRS 

In ·the aftermath of the long struggle over the Vietnam War, the uneasy coexistence 
between the pacifist and the pro-Hanoi wings of the American "peace" movement has dis­
solved into bitter factionalism. Those whose primary concern was to insure Hanoi's 
victory have staunchly defended the new regime's policies and condemned the efforts of 
Joan Baez and other former anti-war activists to call attention to human rights viola­
tions in Vietnam. 

The organizations financed by the Methodist Church, as well as many Church leaders, 
have placed themselved firmly in the camp of the "Hanoi Hawks." Working in close 
cooperation with Vietnamese government officials, they have carried out an extensive 
lobbying drive to extend diplomatic recognition and "reparationslf to the new regime; 
they have spent millions of dollars of chur chgoers' money to send food, steel tubing, 

. railroad and agricultural equipment to Vietnamese government ministries including 
those in charge of the "New Economic Zones;" they have mounted vast "informational" 
campaigns to defend, rationalize, even praise, the implementation of totalitarianism 
in Vietnam that has resulted in the tragic flight of the boat people; they have used 
the occasion of their frequent trips to Vietnam to report back to their constituents 
the false news that religion is alive and well in that unfortuna te country. 

One searches in vain through t.he vast Methodist literature on "human rights" to 
find any whisper of criticism of Hanoi. One finds some recent mention of the genocidal 
holocaust in Cambodia, but only after such criticism became legitimized by the propaganda 
line of the Hanoi government. 

Dr. Paul McCleary, the Methodist leader who directs the annual disbursement of 
millions of dollars of disaster relief funds by the National Council of Church's Church 
World Service, has been especially active in promoting the cause of the new Vietnam. 
At a September 24, 1977, seminar organized to celebrate the admission of Vietnam to 
the United Nations and to attack "U.S. imperialism" for its refusal to grant recon­
struction aid, McCleary was one of the speakers, as well as Vietnamese government 
representative Dihn Ba Thi./1 Earlier, on January 30, 1977, McCleary signed a New York 
Times ad that ~haracterizedthe inmates of Vie tnam's Gulag education camps as "collabora­
ionists" of the former regime, and stated that "the present suffering of the Vietnamese 
people is largely a consequence of the war itself for which the United States bears a 
continuing responsibility." The ad, organized by Communist Party activist, Corliss 
Lamont, was also signed by Bishop James Armstrong, Richard Barnett of the Institute for 
Policy Studies, and a number of other new left and old left activists./2 

In rebutting the accounts of repression in Vietnam by countless refugees, Dr. 
McCleary offered these astonishing thoughts in testimony before Congress: 

The Vietna mese gove rnment h as provided the means (re -education camps) by 
which these former officers can be reconstituted back into society as 
full citizens, while members of American society, either draft dodgers 
or deserters, have not yet found that means to become full participants 
back in U.S. society .... As a churchperson, I would have to identify 
with the Vietnamese as those who have chosen the better way to heal the 
wounds of war. f.1. 

It is not known whether Dr. McCleary found any American draft evaders who sought 
to return across the Canadian border on the condition that they be allowed placement in 
a Vietnamese-style re-education camp. 
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From 1975 to 1978, at least 5 million dollars worth of aid was mobilized by 
McCleary's Church World Service organization for shipments of food, materials and 
equipment to Vietnam. The Methodist share was si?eable. The CWS brochure that 
describes these grants also describes conditions in Vietnam in words that would cause 
even the most hardened of agitprop veterans to blush: 

Vietnam today is a nation of dedicated people, hard at work, and en­
thusiastically building a new society from the rubble of war. 

In Vietnam at present, the Catholic people work in common towards socialism 
and revolutionary government. You must not be misled into thinking that 
we have given up our religion. 

It would bring a lump to your throat to see them cooperating Bnd working 
together./ 4 . 

One of the editors of the brochure, then employed as a "consultant" by CWS, is a • person whose name is associated time and again with the projects of the totalitarian 
left: Cora Weiss. 

Blessed with remarkable organizational ability, along with the financial backing 
of her late father 's legacy, the Samuel Rubin Foundation, Cora Rubin Weiss is one of 
the most formidable figures on the current American left. During the Vietnam War she 
had served as a vital link between the pro-Hanoi section of the U.S. "peace" movement 
and the Communist leaders of North Vietnam. After the fall of Saigon in April, 1975, 
Cora Weiss helped the victors launch a new organization, Friendshipment, which has 
been the recipient of large amounts of Methodist Church members ' rnoney.f.2 

Friendshipment 

According to an account in the independent Communist newspaper, The Guardian, 
Friendshipment was launched at an October 2, 1975, press conference in New York City, 
featuring Nguyen Van Luu, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam's Permanent Observer to 
the U.N. The purpose of the new organization, said spokesperson Cora Weiss, was to 
mobilize reconstruction aid for Vietnam and to lobby Congress to extend diplomatic 
recognition, trade relations, and approval for U.N. admission to the new regime. "I'm 
ashamed of my government," added Dr. Benjamin Spock at the press conference, "for not 
honoring its solemn commitments to help reconstruct Vietnam" as agreed to in the 1973 
Paris Accords./6 

Friendshipment's sponsors, in addition to the Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
Women's Division, World Division, and UMCOR - include the Castroite Puerto Rican 
Socialist Party, Women's Strike for Peace (affiliated with the Soviet-dominated Women's 
International Democratic Federation), the Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom, the Indochina Resource Center (see below), Arthur Kinoy 's radical Mass Party 
Organizing Committee, and two overtly pro-Communist groups, the National Lawyers Guild 
and the Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewis h Women's Clubs.fl 

A Friendshipment brochure prepared by Bill and Peggy Herod 
of Church World Service presents the Hanoi version of Vietnam's 
in December of 1978, blaming the war on U.S.-China hostility.~ 
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tributed by Friendshipment and Church World Service have attributed the massive exodus 
of Indochinese refugees to bad weather, economic difficulties brought on by U.S. 
belligerence, the hostil~ actions of China, the allure of U.S. materialism for the 
old Saigon "collaborationists," and the devastation of the countryside by the U.S. war 
machine.fl They do not explain why so few refugees were generated by earlier periods 
of drought and starvation, nor do they explain why, during the War itself, when all 
the bombs and napalm and defoliants were actually falling, so few Vietnamese chose to 
leave their homeland. According to the refugees own accounts, the exodus is occasioned 
by the imposition of a totalitarian rule so extreme that all organizations in society, 
including the churches, are penetrated and controlled by the Party apparatus, and the 
very sustenance of life itself, rice (including that shipped in by Western churches), 
is used as a mechanism of social control. But the refugee side of the story is not 
reported in these church-funded brochures. 

The Women's Division gave $810 to Friendshipment in 1977. although earlier con­
tributions in 6 figures were apparently made by UHCbR and CWS. There has also been 
considerable in-kind Methodist staff support for Friendshipment. Doug Hostetter, 
curr~ntly with the Methodist office for the U.N., was listed as the Treasurer of Friend­
shipment's precursor, the Bach Mai Hospital Fund./10 Pat Patterson, on the Board of 
Global Ministries staff, has served on several Friendshipment committees and was part 
of a Friendshipment delegation to Hanoi that held a press conference on May 9, 1977. 
Ms. Patterson gushed: 

The Vietnamese explained their re-education process as a way to make people 
ready for a new society. As a Christian I was particularly moved by this. 
I have never seen nor heard people taking reconciliation so seriously./11 

Indochina Resource Center 

Perhaps the most indefensible of all the grants listed in this report is that given 
to the Indochina Resource Center. The publications of this organization, at least up 
until the time of the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia, have unapologetically defended 
the policies of one of the most murderous regimes in all history--the Pol Pot death 
camp of "Democratic Kampuchea." Time and again, with .an uncanny penchant for denying 
even the most obvious of realities, the Indochina Resource Center and its coordinator 
from 1974 through 1976, Gareth Porter, have unconvincingly tried to explain away such 
events as the Hue Massacre, the deaths caused by the North Vietnamese collectivization 
program, and even the ravages of Cambodian starvat i on ("the food problem in Cambodia 
has in f act been solved")./12 

Gareth Porter's defense of Pol Pot in a 1977 Congressional hearing so offended 
Congressman Stephen Solarz, (himself a long-time antiwar liberal), that Solarz compared 
Porter to those writers who denied Hitler's killing of 6 million jews, and labeled his 
testimony as "contemptible."/13 

The Women's Di vision donated $550 to the Indochina Resource Center in 1977. 

Other Donations 

Time has not permitted the gathering of information on several other Asia-related 
recipients of Methodist largesse. In view of the pattern of support for totalitarian 
movements that is indicated in this report, howeve r, such organizations bear careful 
scrutiny , especially the two rec e iving the larges t amounts of mon ey: Friends of the 
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Filipino People ($40,000 from the World Division and $2,550 from the Women's Division), 
and N.A. Coalition for Human Rights in Korea ($55,185 from the World Division and 
$3,090 from the Women's Division). The question to be asked is: do these organizations 
favor the emergence of truly democratic rights in their respective countries, or do 
they seek to replace authoritarian dictatorships with even more oppressive totalitarian 
r eg imes? 

Other organizations that received a total of $6,465 over a two-year period include 
the Southeast Asia and Pacific Studies Center, an orphanage in Vietnam, the National 
Council for Universal and Unconditional Amnesty, the U.S.-China Friendship Association, 
the National Committee on Asian Wives of U.S. Servicemen, the Association of Korean 
Christian Scholars, the Chol Soo Lee Defense Fund, the Church Coalition on Human Rights 
in the Philippines, the Bombay Industrial League, and the Asian and Pacifi.c Islands 
h'omen's Caucus. 

/1 Le Thi Anh, "Admission of Vietnam to the United Nations." 
Vietnam News, October 20, 1977. 

/2 New York Times, January 30, 1977. 

/3 U.S. House of Representatives, Hearings before the Subcommittee on 
International Organizations of the Committee on International 
Relations. "Human Rights· in Vietnam." June 21, 1977. Pages 61-62. 

/4 Church World Service. CWS Sailed a Ship of Wheat to Vietnam. 
New York, 1978. 

f2 Congressional Record. July 25, 1977. Page f.4809. 

/6 Abe Weisburd, "Peoples' Aid to Vietnam." The Guardian, 
October 15, 1975. 

12 Friendshipment letterhead, dated October 17, 1977. 

/8 Friendshipment. "The Sino Vie tnamese Conflict and U.S. Policy." 
Undated brochure prepared by Bill and Peggy Herod. Dorchester, Mass. 

/9 Church World Service. "CWS and Indochina Today, and Update." 
Undated brochure. New York. 

/10 Ad in The Guardian, May 7, 1975, Page 9. 

/11 Congressional Record. July 25, 1977. Page E4811. 

/12 Gareth Porter and G. C. Hildebrand. "From Starvation to Self 
Sufficiency in Cambodia." Indochina Chronicle, February-March 1976, 
Page 9, Indochina Resource Center. 

/13 U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on International Organizations 
of the International Relations Committee, Human Rights in Cambodia. 
Hearings, May 3, 1977. Page 34. 
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ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED ABOUT AFRICA 

Perhaps the most wi<lely publicized and controversial financial contribution by 
the Methodist Church to an outside political crganization was that given to the 
Rhodesian (now Zimbabwe) Patriotic Front by the World Division, both directly and 
through the World Council of Church's Programme to Combat Racism. In 1978, the 
World Division more t~an balanced its $1,000 grant to Robert Mugabe's ZANU with a 
$3 ,800 grant to Bishop Muzorewa's group, but during the crucial period of testing for 
Muzorewa's internal settlement in 1979, the Division gave $4,000 to ZANU and nothing 
to the Bishop. The Women's Division gave $400 to the-Patriotic Front in 1978. 

The Zimbabwean Methodist Church, of which Muzorewa was the leader, expressed anger 
and hurt upon hearing of the gr ant: 

We jus t can't unde r s t and why the American Church sides with our enemies. 
Doesn't it seem strange to you that our brothers and sisters ... would 
support people who want to close our churches?.L!. 

World Divis-ion staffer Isaac Bivins at first made a grudging apology for the 
gr ant, then, after Muzorewa ' s defeat in the elections, criticized the Bishop for 
"los ing the vision of his true mis sion" and called into question his continued func­
tioning as the head of the church.Q 

It may be premature for Church leaders to cite the Zimbabwean election results as 
vindication for their grants to the Patriotic Front, however. The final chapter in 
the Zimbabwean struggle has yet to be written. The question for Africans is whether 
the victorious Mugabe will a ttempt to institute a totalitarian state as advocated in 
his organiza tion's pla tform, or whe ther he will assent to the development of a multi­
racial, pluralist society in whi ch democratic fre edoms are protected. The question 
for Methodists is whether our American Church will help or hinder the democratization 
process. 

A quick review of other Africa-related organizations to which Church agencies 
have made grants is not especially encouraging in this regard. The African National 
Congress (ANG), which received $5,000 from the World Division in 1978, appears to be 
es pecially dependent upon the Soviet Union for its support and ideology. The American 
Committee on Africa (ACOA) and the Washingt on Of fice on Africa (WOA) (the latter 
located in the Methodis t Washington, D.C. building) seem concerned about "repression" 
only when it is directed by whites aga i nst blacks, judging from a cursory review of 
their liter a ture, while Afr i can regimes based on the Soviet-Cuban model of repressing 
ever yone equally, without r egard to race, s eem to have gained their approval. 

The ACOA r eceived $5,000 f rom the Women's Division and $4,000 from the World 
Divis ion in 1977-1979, while t he WOA r eceived $3,500 from the Women's Division in 
19 77- 78. Twenty other organizations r eceived approximate ly $38,600 over a two-year 
period from t he two Divis i ons : Africa News, the Southern Af rica Committee, the South 
Afr i ca Freedom Commi ttee , Trans-Africa, Eritreans for Liberation, African Survival 
Committee, Committee to oppos e Loans to Sout h Af rica, Interna tional Freedom Mobilization, 
Pan African Congres s, Pan African Skills, South Africa Freedom Day Coalition, Soweto 
Childrens Group, South Af rican Christian Co uncil Refugee Program, S. W. Africa National 
Uni on, Zimbabwe African Women, Coalition of Concerned Black Americans, Commission for 
Racial Jus tice, MeHarry Medical Society Program, and the International Defense and 
Aid Fund. 
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It is to be hoped that these organizations are using Methodist money to struggle 
against racism and against any new form of colonialism brought to Africa by the Soviet 
Union and its Cuban mercenaries. Unfortunately, the Southern African countries most 
tied to the Soviets - Angola, Guinea Bissau, and Mozambique - are precisely the ones 
singled out in Methodist resolut~ons as deserving of U.S. economic aid./3 The 1976 
Petition from the Board of Global Ministries notes that "nowhere in allof Africa has 
there emerged a socialist state that can accurately be described as a satellite or 
colony of a major communist power."f..!±. To issue such a statement at a time when Cuban 
military might was beginning to impose totalitarian solutions in country after country 
belies an ideological bias that is frightening in its import. 

/1 "Anger, Hurt Expressed at Mission Board Actions." United Methodist 
Reporter, May 1, 1979. 

/2 "Mission Board News." United Methodist Reporter, April 4, 1979. 
"Leaders Conflict on View of Muzorewa," United Methodist Reporter, 
March 28, 1980. 

/3 Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Church. 
General Conference Resolution of 1976 on "Southern Africa." 
Washington, D.C. 

/4 Board of Global Ministries. Petition from the World Division to the 1976 
General Conference. New York. March 1976. 
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ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH INTERNAL U.S. PROBLEMS 

A consistent theme found in much of th~ Methodist literature reviewed here is 
the evil nature of American society. One booklet in an educational series accuses 
the United States of "colonial wars and apartheid, imperialist aggressions and foreign 
occupation, and the policy of force and exploitation and economic plunder."/! 

In light of this attitude, a separate analysis needs to be made of the large number 
of Methodist-financed domestic organizations dealing with issues like women's rights, 
discrimination against blacks and hispanics, native American concerns, corporate abuses, 
energy problems and family concerns. Some organizations on the list are recognizable 
as long-standing groups with legitimate concerns about improving society, like the 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights. Others deserve close scrutiny. Among them 
are the Delta Ministry, whose director's name appears on the list of sponsors of the 
U.S. Peace Council; the Interreligious Foundation for Community Organization, whose 
director, Lucius Walker, after being fired from the National Council of Churches' staff 
for misappropriation of funds, was instrumental in organizing the Greensboro anti-Klan 
march in coalition with all manner of leftist, and often downright bizzare, groups; 
the American Committee on Equality in Sports and Society, whose leader, Richard E. 
Lapchick, is listed as a sponsor of the Paul Robeson Dinner organized from the New York 
Communist Party's headquarters; the American Indian Movement and its "Longest Walk" 
Project, whose leaders have been cooperating with Soviet efforts to publicize the "plight 
of American political prisoners;" Bella Abzug's new organization, A Woman's Place; 
the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility, which criticizes American corpora­
tions for investing in repressive societies, but not for selling technology to the 
Soviet Union; and the Coalition for the Whole Gospel, which, as an unofficial Methodist 
caucus group, shouldn't be receiving funds under any circumstances. 

These seven organizations received a total of $123,000 in 2 years from the Women's 
Division and the World Division. 

Finally, it should be noted that various projects of the National Council of 
Churches were funded by the Women's Division in the amount of $90,950 over a 2-1/2 
year period, an amount that is probably dwarfed by grants to the NCC from other 
agencies of the church. 

Based upon occasional stories in the press, it is easy to speculate that an 
analysis of the political orientation of NCC programs, one bureaucratic step removed 
from our own Church, will reveal an even more flagrant misus·e of funds that may link 
together churchgoers of many denominations as victims of an enormous political swindle. 

11.. Else M. Adjali and Carolyn D. McIntyre. "Liberation as an Aim of the 
Church's Educational Work." Division of Education, Board of 
Discipleship, United Methodist Church. Nashville, Tenn. 1975. 
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