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TE WHITE HOUSE

April 7, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES BAKER
FROM FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY
SUBJECT: Helen Marie aylor Nomination

Attached is a report to me from Morton Blackwell on the
status of the nomination of conservative leader Helen
Marie Tavlor to the Board of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting.

You will recall that Mrs. Tayvlor was the object of Dr.
Serry Falwell's reguest to the President in our Oval Office
meeting March 15.

Aprarently there was some confusion as the message about Mrs.
Taylor was p.2ssed down the line to our Legislative Affairs
Office. vhiat hapyrened in response to Dr. Falwell's reguest to
the Presi ient was a guery of Senator Goldwater by Nancy Kennedy,
asking the senator if he had softened his opposition. Jim
Cicconi belijeved, incorrectly, that Falwell had said to you
there were indications Goldwater was coming around.

In any case, we have done virtually nothing to help change
Senator Goldwater's mind on this nominee who is quite
important to so many of our supportive groups. These groups
point out that we "rolled over" objections by Senators Helms
and East to major appointee from their own state, William
Bennett at the National Endowment for Humanities.

As the attached memo indicates, Morton suggests you call Senator
Warner and Senator Trible and ask them, per former Senator

Harry Byrd's wishes, to join Senator Byrd and Mrs. Taylor in

a visit to Senator Goldwater to see how his objections, whatever
they are, can be resolved.
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WASHINGTON

April 19, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

)
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FROM MORTON C. BLACKWELL />

SUBJECT: Helen Marie Taylor Appointment to CPB Board

We have done a disgraceful job of forwarding Mrs. Taylor's
nomination, and she now knows it.

Today she read me a letter dated April 11 from Senator
Goldwater to Martha Roundtree, head of tl Leadership
Foundation. Senator Goldwater wrote, tersely, that
Mrs. Taylor's name has been taken off the list by the
White House, -

I called Nancy Kennedy about that April 11 letter this
morning. She strongly denied she ever told Senator
Goldwater we were withdrawing Mrs. Taylor's nomination.

What we have here at minimum is stark evidence that
the White House hz not given Senator Goldwater any
reason to believe the President wants him to release
his hold on Mrs. Taylor.

My own view is that Nancy Kennedy does not want Mrs.
Taylor confirmed and is thus the wrong person to be
dealing with this nomination for us.

With leaders like Falwell, Schlafly, Dolan, Weyrich and

so many others asking for action and watching us carefully,
we are putting on a bad show. We will be zapped on this
soon in conservative media. Mr. Baker, particularly,has

hi credibility on the line.

A fact often unmentloned is that this appointment to the
CPB Board for Mrs. Taylor is for a term which ends in



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 6, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESE!
FROM MORTON C. BLACKWELLZ
SUBJECT: Helen Marie Taylor

We are approaching a crisis with respect to Helen Marie
Taylor, the President's nominee for a slot on the Board
of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

Senator Goldwater, chairman of the Commerce Committee sub
committee which has her nomination has a "hold" on her.

The motive for his hold is unclear; it has different
explanations. He has given no reason to our Legis™ ative
Affairs office staffer Nancy Kennedy, who is handling this.

Both Dr. Jerry Falwell and Phyllis Schlafly in private meetings
with the President have asked him to intervene with Senator
Goldwater in Mrs. Taylor's behalf. Twice, once to the
President and Dr. Falwell in the Oval Office and again to

Dr. Falwell at a subsequent meeting, Jim Baker said he

would take care of the matter.

To date, nothing has been done. Jim Cicconi told me he
understood from Mr. Baker that Dr. Falwell told the President
Senator Goldwater may have weakened his opposition, so Cicconi
asked Nancy Kennedy to check with Goldwater. She did and
reported to me that Goldwater had not relented. Unfortunate vy,
when I reported this to Dr. Falwell, he was upset and astonished.
Hé denied he suggested Senator Goldwater might be coming
around. (You were there for this conversation.) He said he had
asked the President to intervene personally with Goldwater,
not asked to have a staffer check with the Senator.

Attached is a fat folder of data on Mrs. .aylor's nomination.
She has been a generous contributor to, and actually worked

for, virtually every effective conservative group in the country.
About $1.5 million total in recent vears. She's one of the

|
nomination. Our crec
allied groups.
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Last weekend Gen. Al Wedemeyer pitched in to help Mrs.

Taylor. He is an old friend of Barry, whom he called. The
Senator told Wedemeyer that both Virginia senators opposed

the nomination and that the Chairman of the Board of the )
Corporation for Public Broadcasting said she would re ign if
Mrs. Taylor joined the board.

In fact, Warner and Trible both strongly state their support
for her nomination. Warner testified for her and introduced
her to Goldwater's sub committee. Trible assures everyone,
including me, that he strongly supports her. ~

It happens that the Chairman of the Board is Sharon Percy
Rockefeller, a heavy contributor to Democratic committees

and candidates. She is a pro-ERA leader, and Mrs. Taylor is

a mainstay of Phyllis Schlafly and was a 1980 Reagan Alternate-
Delegate to Detroit from Virginia.

Frankly, Goldwater's comments these days are unreliable.

Here is the strategy we are now using. Former Senator Harry

F. Byrd, Jr. is an old associate of Mrs. Taylor. (She once
led the successful 1 ichmond airport named
'rd Airport.) Sen: riend of Senator Goldwater
as was his father be ed to take M1 . Taylor
in with him to see ¢ provided that Senator

Warner and Trible ac

Dr. Falwell, John Al nia Reagan campaign
head) , and I embarke rt to make sure our
GOP senators from Vi in Senator Byrd and
Mrs. Taylor in theirx Political reality

dictates that they v

Snanested Actions

1. The President should phone Senator G _ ) and ask
him to support Mrs. Taylor, "primarily because of her
long record of support for a strong national defense.”

2. To make good unmistakeably on his statements to Dr. Falwell,
! v
. t ¢ 1r
visit to Senator Goldwater.

Note: Helen Marie Taylor is strong-willed. The only "negative"
Gomment I have heard about her in conservative activist circles
is her reputation for talking too long on the telephone. That
is not a fatal flaw. She is a Reagan team player who would

cut off her arm rather than embarrass the President or hurt his
battle for conservative principles. She is well qualified for
t! post to which the President he nominated her.
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Suite 513, 1500 Wilson Boulevard
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gogn T Dolan (703) 522-2500
National Chairman April 18, 1983 i

Mr. James Baker III
Chief of Staff

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Jim:

As you are aware, Helen Marie Taylor's nc ination to the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting has been held up by Senator
Barry Goldwater. A fe weeks ago, in response to a request from
Jerry Falwell to President Reagan, you agreed to handle the
probl 1. Subsequently, someone in the White House called

yldwater's office and simply reconfirmed that he was holding
the nomination.

Apparently the nomination is still alive because of your
involvement to date and in spite of people who you have requested

take care of it. It seems that the only way Mrs. Taylor is going
to be confirmed is if the President calls Senator Goldwater
himself.

No one is certain why Senator Goldwater is opposing Mrs.
Taylor. At first he said there was something wrong with her
FBI file. Since she has gotten the file and confirmed there
is nothing damaging in it, Senator Goldwater has stopped
raising that as a concern. Then she was supposedly a racist.
But since Dr. Mildred Jefferson, a friend of President Reagan,
has volunteered to come to Washir :on to appear on Mrs. Taylor's
behalf the Senator has dropped that objection. He also said
that neither of Virginia's Senators want her appointed. Roth
Senators have publicly and privately endorsed and re-endorsed
Mrs. Taylor, but admit they are concerned about hurting

their relationship with Senator Goldwater by pressing him on
o nmAaint ha will nat ~rlarifu He alsn has told neonle that

true. BUtT 1T 1T 1S, 1l wWOUuLl HALIULY UE @ 1lUdD LU LuS Lwagau
agenda since Mrs. Rockefeller is a strong supporter of libers
Democratic and anti-Reagan causes.



Page two
Mr. James Baker III
April 18, 1983

Therefore, rather than encouraging President Reagan to
address the substance of Senator Goldwater's objections, I
suggest the President ask Senator Goldwater to simply 1lift his
hold, as a personal favor to him. If the President confronts
Senator Goldwater's objections, Goldwater will simply come up
with a new one.

I know requesting the President to ask a personal favor of

a U.S. Senator is a bit much. Nevertheless, this appointment
has become highly symbolic to conservatives. The appointment
is only for one year. Mrs. Taylor is a long-time supporter of

President Reagan as well as many of the candidates and causes
that helped him become President.

You would be pleasing a large number of conservative
activists by taking this step.

Sincerely,

John T. (Terry) Dolan
National Chairman

JTD:tsh

ce: Morton Blackwell
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-. A pews story reports that the “nomnatlr vof

F DR
Rirme 10 &

[y

EDWARD GRIMSLEY
Ediwor of the Editoria] Fagpr

Frigay,

Helen Marie Taylor of Richmond to the boai . of
the Corporaiion of Public Broadcasting appzars
to be siowly and quietly dving.” It is our belic]
that tne nomination is being assassinated, and ;

a member of the S:nate who should be one o
°" i« Taylor's most ardent supporters — Repui-
lican Sen. Barry Goldwater of Arizonz.

An unabashed conservative who has labored
diligently on behalf of conservative cavses and
candigatec, inciuding Sen. Goldwater and Presi-
den{ Reagan, Mrs.'Taylor is one of four persons
whom the president nominated to serve on the
agency, which disburses federal money for pub-
lic radio and télevision. The other three nomi-
nees — including Chairman Sharon Fercy
Rockefelier, 2 political liberal whose husbz 1d is
Democretic governor of West Virpiniz — have
beer corfirmed by the Scnate. Rrt the Tavior
nomination langueishes in & subzc mmittee head-
ed by Sen. Golowater,and the latest reports
indicate that he has no! the slightest intention of
permitting the stbcommiitee 1o consider it

What accounts jor the senator’s hostility to-

d z fellow conrer  ive who would appear to

t 211 of his re juireme ¢ ) Tavior is 2
highly intelligent wi  an who clearly
the intellectual capacity for the job. 1s the senz-
tor perturbed becavse She tends to be exiremels
pro e, foreeful and candid 'in espovsing
politicel prmcmlos that she corsmu. to be bens

Pactshactaty

JOHN STEWART BRYAN III

mes aispalic

Publisher o
. ALF GOODYEOONTZ

Executive Editor

MARVIN E GARRETTE B
Manoging Editor

Junei7,1983 o
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ficial fo this nation? Let us say to the senator
that he shoulc be the last person to consider
dedication, deiermination and candor in gefense
of conservative tenets to be vices.

Some unconfirmed reporis attribuie the sene
tor's opposition to Mre. T
plea. e Ser.. Charles K. Perc'j\',
car from Iliinois and father ¢’ Snaron Ferc:
Reokefeller. According to the - stories, mirs.
Reckeieller told ner father she did nol wish to
serve with Mre. Tavlor and asked him to inter-
vene to prevent nher nomination. The Rockefel-

“lers reporiedly have denied this, - :

At any rate, Sen. Goldwater's unexplained
-conduct on this matier is depl.rable. On this as
o otner precidenti:] appointmente the White
House's wisheg shovld p  vail unles: Mirs. Tay-
1 r can be shown to be unauﬁl fhed. That bas not
happened.

z liberal Republ-

We hops that Virginia's two senators, John
Warner and Paul Trit e, will support KMre. Tap-
jor’s somination with more eninusiasm than
fhev nave soiarshowr. It - distressing that they
faile2 to join Ben. Sic.
Repeblicen, in his recent el - vo force the
nomination from the Goigw: le*‘ subcommittes,

by n g, to be sure,
sznators, both
‘1oz, should nof

Tzyvier to hic gesire to_

. D. Svmme, an Idzaho -
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Page three

Mrs. | :n Obenshain

Mr. William Olson : .
Dean F., Dana Payne

Mr. Hc ard Phillips

Dr. Pat Robertson

Mrs. F yllis Schlafly

Hon. Eva Scott

Mr., v °°° Stanhagen
Mrs. larie Taylor
Mr. 1 'rich -
Mr. 1 inter
This is a persc il letter. ' e views expréssed herein are

those of James McClellan, a -~ do not necessarily represent
those of the Center for Judicial Studies or any of its
Advisory I ard Members. Designation of the writer's organ-
ization and title are for purposes of identificatiomr only.



























May 18, 1983

A. C. Wedemeyer

General, U. S. £ ny (Ret.)
Friends Advice

Boyds, Maryland 20841

Dear General Wedemeyer:

Thank you very much for your letter of May 12. You
will be amused to know that I had intimated to
Helen Marie that though I had done a fair amount of
ghostwriting for political figures, I had some
doubt about the acceptability of such action to a
man with your rank and background. I think you
will also be amused to know that my exposure to
generals during y service in the armed forces was
limited but memorable. By reason of a gross
mistake which I shall not detail, I was taken to a
briefing for officers of very high rank before we
departed Norfolk for Operation Torch. The speaker
whose presentation stands out most strongly in my
memory was General George S. Patton, Jr. I wish
you and I had time for me to tell you what he said,
but I suppose you have heard General Patton speak,
and in any event you will understand my approach to
this matter.

It is very kind of you to explain your position so
thoroughly. I appreciate your having taken the
time to do this, particularly since the problem you
have had with your back must have made other
important mati -s accumulate for your attention. I
appreciate your position fully, and would not think
of suggesting any further action on your part.

As you continue with your plan to watch the world
go by I hope the peace and quiet which you have
earnad cn wall will nnt he further disrupnted either

im
termed excessive zeal.

With much appreciation, I am

Sincerely yours,

cc: Helen Marie Taylor
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