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Augugt 6th, 1965 ROYAL ACADEMY (. DRAMATIC ART
62 Gower Strcet, w. C, 1
Telephone: Museum 7076

From JOIUN FERNALD Principal

To Whniy It Mav Concern

This confirms that Miss Helen Marie Taylor, of Meadowfarm,
Orange, Virginia, U.S.A., is authorized as my appointed
representative and Associate Producer to proceed with
plans in Richmond, Virginia, or whatever place she feels
may be most appropriate, to create the { :ilities and
raisre whatever »>neys are necessary in connection with
establishing in America an Academy--Conservatoire and
Professional Theatre to be built and directed l|ong the
lines which I have established at the Royal Academy of
Dramatic Art, London.

If she can commit herself by January 15th, 1966, to
making such a situation available to me, I on my part
will commit myself to a minimum of five years as Artistic
Director and Principal of the organization, such commit-
ment to apply in the case of any other American city able
to carry out Miss Taylor's project and offering the
necessary facilities,

John Fernald

Copy



from: Helen Marie Taylor Release date: Novemher
(after November 8, 1965) Dateline: Atlanta, ueorgia

2325 Monument Avenue
Richmond, Virginia, 23220
phone: EL 3-2231
OR

"Meadowfarm"
Orange, Virginia, 22960
phone: 7865

ENGLISH~SPEAKING UNION WELCOMES FERNALD AND ROYAL CADEMY CONCEPT FOR U.S.

The National Board of the English-Speaking Union, meeting at its Annual
Conference being held in Atlanta, Georgia, has unanimously approved,
under the Chairmanship of former President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
announcement of Mr. John Fernald's offer to come to America to found
and direct a professional Academy-Conservatoire, to be pattern along
the lines of the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art of London. Mr. Fernald
has served as Principal of the famous training school for British
actors for the past t 1 years.

The resolution was drafted by Mr. B. Hubert Cooper, former President of
the Philadelphia branch of the E-SU, and was presented at the meeting

of its National Board by the Hon. Walter S. Robertson, former Assistant
Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs and President of the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond. President Eise¢ iower made comments
favoring the resolution, which offers an enthusiastic welcome to the
proposal, during its debate.

Mr. Fernald has agreed to consider coming to any American city which
expresses a genuine interest in the proposal by January 15, 1966, and
will commit himself to serve as Director of the Academy-Conservatoire
Theatre for a minimum of five years. An exact site for the Academy has
not yet be 1 selected, though Richmond, Virginia, has been suggested.
Miss Helen Marie Taylor, Mr. Fernald's American Representative and
Associate Producer, will be meeting with citizens of interested cities
who contact her during the coming weeks. Conference members were
invited to write her % "Meadowfarm", Orange, Virginia.

to help forward and strengthen the decentralized professional theatre
movement which has b¢ 1 developing in Amerit¢ in recent years. This
growth of quality repertory theatre has also served to point up our
genuine and growing nced to have more American actors trained in the
classical tradition. Mr. Fernald with his Royal Academy-Conservatoire
concept is uniquely qualified to help us in this task."



AVMUITATMIN ARN LTAAT DRCAT TITT NN

REAS we, the National Board of Directors of the English-

Speaking Union, meeting at the 1965 Annual Conference in
Atlanta, Georgia, etc., believi that the nation-wide
development of performing arts centers now taking shape
in many parts of this country will, as far as theatre is
concerned, encounter great problems in public acceptance
and local fir 1cial support unless : r greater opportuni-
ties for thorough and professional training of young men
and women aspiring to engagement on the professional stage
are afforded, nd

WHEREAS, we greet the prospect of the formation of a National
Academy-Conservatoire of Dramatic Art to be organized in
America along the lines of the Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art of London, a professional training Academy justly
famous for schoolirg its students on the rock of classicism,
and to be developed in this country under the Directorship
of John Fernald, the R.A.D.A.'s distinguished Principal,

WE, as evidence of our genuine and sympathetic interest in the
project, offer our enthusiastic approval and welcome to

the proposed new organization when and if formed.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower Chairman

Mr. Charl« E. Saltznan President

Brigadier J.W.F. Trcadwell Vice President

Mr. Thomas S. Tyler Vice President

Mr. Alan T. Schumacher Treasurer

Mr. J. J. Schieffelin Executive Director

Mr. Peter Rowilly Deputy to the Exec. Dir.

xd attending Mewber of the National _jsard of [ re






Mr. Fernald's offer to come to America to found and direct a professional
academy-~conservatoire was enthusiastically approved at the most recent

/ wal Conference of the English-Spealting Union, held in Atlanta. A
resolution drafted by Mr. B. Hubert Cooper of Philadelphia welcoming

Mr. Fernald and the ﬁoyal Acadeny-Consetrvatory Theatre concépt was pre-
sented by the Hon. Walter S. Robertson of Richimond to the E=SU National
Board and under the Chairmanship of former Préesident Dwight D, Eiséﬁhower,
who spoke in its favor, the proposal s unanimously passeéd and read in

part:

“Whereas...believing that the nationwidé develo; edt of beffofming arts
cégters now taking shape in many parts of this country will, as far as
fﬁeafre is concerﬂédg encounter great progiems in pdﬁlic accebtahcé and
idcai findncial suppbdrt unless far gr ter qpportunities for éhorough and
professional trainirig of ybdﬂg men and women aspiring to engagemehit on
thé‘brofessional stage are afforded, and whereas we greet the prospect of
the formation of a National Academy-Conservaﬁoire of Bramatic Art to be
organized in America long the.lines of tﬁe Royal Academy of D;;matic Art
of * ndon, a professiohal trdinihg academy justly famnous for schooling
its stu¢ 1ts on the rocil: of classicism, and to be developed in this coun-
try under the directorship of John Férnald, the RADA's distinguished
Principal, we, as evidence of our genuine and sympathetic interest in the

vroject, offer our erthusiastic approval and welcome to the proposed new

organization...™

Support bas also been voiced by Governor Albertis S. Harrison, Jr.: "...This
is an exciting venture and one that should, and I believe will, have the
enthusiastic support of the people of Virginia. ...While my term as

Gover r ¢ wpidly approaching an end, I am quite certain that any future

Governor of this stat will give it his full support and encouragement,



Certainly that shall be my intent during the remainder of my term..."

< 3 J. Kilpatrick, Editor of the Eicluponé News Leader, in a letter to
Richmond Mayor Mor:ili }. Crecwe, hac this Zo say: M"...tlie very tangible
possibility developed that Richmc | might Le =~hle to attract one of the
‘world's most eminent teachers of drama, John Fer: 1d of London, to
estatlish a dramatic acade:ay here... If it could be brought cff--:
Richmcad could erect Latrobe's beautiful theatre to house not only a
professional repertory theatre but &also the nation;s foremost academy of
dramatic art-+this city and the Commoawealth would have pulled a real
coup. No more eiciting venture in the field of the arts has been
seriously proposed in Virgiria since Governor Pollard took the leader-
ship 30 years ago in founding the Virginia Museuin of Fine Arts. The
opportﬁnity is great, but other cities in Virginia and elsewhere already
are bidding for Fernald's Academy, and the project calls for eariy

consideration."

Leslie Cheek, Director of the Virginia Museun, ¢ ded his name to the
growxing list of supporters this weekend and wrote in response to the
announcement: "“You have told me at length about your plan to estab-
lish an Academy and Professionzl Theatre in the United States, patterned
on the long-revered Royel iLcademy of Dramatic Art in England. It seems
to me that America is ncw appircaching a true, widespread interest in

S e 1 : t

fessicnals. Th: 2fore, it is a pleasure to welcome John Fernald to our

country, and I hope that he can help us achieve an ever finer perfection

in the performing arts."



Atlanta, irmingham, Alabama, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Princeton and New
York are amor = the cities which have voiced dp2finite interest in
snatching up this opportunity if Richmord dces not seize its option
to create the Academy, in connection wiik the new Civic Center and
-.Latrobe Theatre, to form a rich and unique Richmond Center for the

Performihg Arts.

Possibilities for Richmond sites will be explored during the next few

weeks.,

For further information contact:

Helen Marie Taylor, Mr. Fernald's appointed representative ald Associate

Producer

EL 3-2231 2325 >nument Avenue
EL 8-C078 Richmont Virginia, 23220
(Miss Marder, secre’ vy)

Ann Arrher, Publicitv 355-7270 Richmond, Virginia
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Zdnor, The News Leader:

1 sing crc)v wish that I could have

been with Mrs. Jaguelin E. Taylor -and
tme Monument Avenue Association at
the City Hall Council hearing on the
evening of July 23, for the presentation
of facts regarding the sheet asphalt
paving of Monument{ Avenue, but a
previous engagement prevented me
from attending.
I do, however, wish to express some-
wnat more than the usual “‘concern”
¢ this matter of preserving the in-
and character of Monument
-ue. In fact, one of the reasons

1eft Richmond and my six year
ship of the Confederate Mu-
zs because of the frustration
Sy the polite concern without
which seemed to mark one
ile preservation project after

r. -Conservation, to influential
monders, is a pleasant word eas-
mouthed; it usually indicates only a
nds off, do-nothing attitude. It was
s gentlemanly brand of procrastina-
» which ultimately destroyed Broad
Methedist Church, hid the Rob-
=~ E. Lee House behind the facade of
modern brick building, and com-
tawarted my own efforts in be-
rz) ¢f a decent museum building far
~2 Confederate Museum and a period
ration for the Confederate White
sse. to name only three examples.

concern is not enough, and I
wholeheartedly support Mrs. Taylor in
2gard 10 preserving the unique paving
-'::ks on Monument Avenue.

I am sure that one must realize that
.ne paving blocks, or lack of them, are
cnivoa part of the preservation and
"“"ser\auon problema of this hand-

cme old street. The asphalt parking
1 ats, the traffic signals and the cheap
5oarding houses which, incidentally,
respectable Richmonders refuse to no-
tice, have already done their part to
mar the landscape. And need I men-
1ion the traffic which leng age should
have been diverted, or at least con-
trolled, so that the street could remain
an aesthetic experience rather than a
commuter’s  spezedway? It is my
narshest ooinion that such decline is
viiabie in a city that Jacks imagina-
and unfortunately, in this field of
crvation and vreservation,
Richmond  certainly
K ‘he recessary imagina-

traat

<.
2

c

was nol aiways the case, If T

- THE NEWS LEADER |

s1 te M seum Direcl-~¢

‘had been able to appear before City

WM: 7 iy

Council, T would have reminded that
distinguished body that once there was
a man in Richmond who believed that
the splendor and beauty that was
Rome could be re-created on what was
then a lonely hill in central Virginia.
Today, thanks to the imagination of
Mr. Jefferson, Richmond has the most
beautiful Capitol building in America.
Early Richmond is full of other idealis-
tic and acsthetic endeavors that once
made her “the Queen City of the
South.” and the laying out and .the
brilliant execution of Monument Ave-
nue .are indications of this. I am per-
sonally very familiar with what one
proup of Richmond ladies did during
the 1890s to save the old White House
of the Confederacy from demolition.
This group of wvisionaries founded
the Confederate Memorial Literary
Society, now primarily -:the Con-
federate Museum, as an agency to pe-
tition City Council and to fight for the
preservatlon of their ‘sacred Davis
Mansion.”

Even today there are a few Rich-
monders such as Mrs. Taylor and her
committee who obviously do care,
though their efforts on Church -Hill,

along the old canal route, and along- -

side the historic James have not been;

especially rewarding when compared‘

with what some other cities are doing.
Here in Houston, for example, we at
the Harris County Heritage Society are
doing a lot with the relatively little
heritage that this new city has to offer.
Houston cares, and Houston and the

Heritage Society have taken, and are .

still taking, action to preserve the past
while building for the future.

I hope that City Council will listen
with more than the usual concern to
the arguments put forth. Please save
Monument Avenue as a whole — draw
the line and keep the paving blocks,

then preserve the trees, divert ihe
traffic, clean the monuments, and up-
hold the property values. I wish the
Monument Avenue &Ssoaahon success
in its efforts!

"PETER RIPPE,

Director, Horris County Hoaritoge
Society, Houston, Texes.

Lo o
ve ants Smooth Surface
_.a Monun i‘Avenue]/J_/‘.!1
Editor, The News Leader: /

Almost every day I travel on Monu-
ment Avenuc, and the only. things that
I can see that are worth looking at are
our beautiful. _statues that I hope will
alwavs be there for our tourists to look
at. We could enjov these much more if
there were a_smooth sur{ace beneath
us. 1 ]usL,c‘ agree with Mrs. Tay-
lor and her . __ -5 I wanting 16 spend
~all thal money on some special kind of
paving block. I'd say Mrs. ’I‘aylor was
domg a good job if she would encour-
age the city to go ahead with the rolled
asphalt surface and take the difference
in the two projects and feed some of
the poor who are begging for help.

I think Mr. Kiepper is doing a good
]Ob and I hope he sticks with it.

(Mrs ) EUNICE M. BASS.

s Need toRetain

/ino uiocks
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Effort to pn e resident |
neighborhood in Richmond Byrd Park-

I erted and brought all the
| ople tc :ther (black and whi- 1,
hired counsel. and successfully
led the dele¢ tion to sa juard

th-  fine and fully integra-  1irea.
Plans to alter - ming, ~acter
and undermi: - yTiity were

defe ed.

HMT
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