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WIDESPREAD LAND INVASIONS IN BRAZIL

AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE

l. Brar:i1 Nnyw f!n;nrl 'lT‘hv-A11nh Uav—rj Timpc

The inflation rate (over 100% per year) means enor-
mous hardships, and very few incomes or salaries keep up
with it. Although most salaries are readjusted according to
the cost of living index, this adjustment is done in inver 2
proportion to the size of the salary, which causes economic
and social levelling and does not eliminate the spreading
condition of penury.

This is all the more true since the measures taken
to fight inflation cause underconsumption, that tends to
reduce production and gives rise to underemployment and unem-
ployment somewhat above normal levels.

The working class is naturally the one whose forced
cut back on purchases most rapidly leads to real necessity.

This is the classic situation to which many well-
known inflationary processes in other countries have led. In
Brazil this situation became serious in the mid 70's and has

been gradually worsening ever since.

2. The Tmrnlantation o sm in Brazil
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This situation is so favorable to social agitation

that the international communist movement, intent as it is

L

r
tage of it. If the communists have so earnestly committed
the selves to dominating tiny 1 »ublics like Nicaragua and
Grenada, what must their efforts be to conguer the largest

nation in Latin America.
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Brazil (a country in &hich 60% of the prime arable

land belongs to Federal, State and local governments) has
8.5 million square kilometers -- 47.8% of South America's
total area, and 120 million people -- 51% of the conti-
nent's population. It has extensive borders with all South
American nations except Chile and Ecuador. The immense
majority of Brazilians and other South Americans is Latin
and Catholic. Portuguese, the language of Brazil, is very
similar to Spanish, which is spoken by the rest of Latin
America. For this re son, there are many affinities and a
great interchang of influenc between Brazil and Hi »anic
America. Therefore, a communist conquest of Brazil would
lead to very serious agitation in the other South American
countries, where the communists have carried out organized
action for a long time now. It is very probable that all of
Hispanic South America would be guickly overcome should

Brazil become communist.

3. Why Should Amerirans Be Concerned?

The American public has every reason to give full
attention to this phenomenon. Consider all the consequences
that a communist takeover of South America would have for
North America in the areas of economics 1d national securi-
ty. What would the entrance of Brazil and the other South
American nations into the Soviet orbit mean for our country?
One can €¢ s5ily "1 3ine the effe¢ t =uch catastrophe wou.

have on Mexico and the nations of Central America.

4. Agitatio~- an Agrarian F .utior n Progress

Agitation in Brazil is assuming the character of an
agrarian revolution in progress. Undcremployed and ur nploy-

ed farm workers claim they will be 5ble to make a living if




























































Brazil, which participated in World War I and World War II
alongside the United States, and which had, in the name of
the Organization of American States, sent troops to the
Dominican Republic to prevent a communist takeover, is now
studying the possibility of sending troops to Angola to de-
fend, alongside the Cubans, Russians and East Germans, the
Marxist regime of the MPLA.

What could have caused such a change in a country still
governed by the military that overthrew Goulart's pro-
communist regime in 196472

BRAZIL WILL NOT SEND TROOPS

"Brazil will not send troops to Angola on its
own even if South Africa's military intervention
poses a serious risk to the security and territor-
ial int jrity of that former Portuguese colony.
The Palacio do Planalto [Presidential residencel,
Itamaraty [Ministry of Foreign Relations] and the
National Security Council have still not defined
the limits that any Brazilian action may have, if
it takes place, on account of the recent and large
South African military incursion which aggravated
the conflict in that area. :

"However, Brazilian participation in a mili-
tary contingent under the UN flag to act as a
peace-keeping force has not been rejected a

priori.

"[Foreign. Relations] Minister Saraiva Guerrei-
ro denied that the absence of Brazilian troops
abroad _>r o :tim now i the 1 sult of ay
official doctrine or tendency. It is true that
since the intervention in the Dominican Republic,
when they acted militari”; in the name of the OAS,
Brazilian troops have not left the national
territory to carry out identical or similar
actions. The Foreign Minister called to mind,
however, that each case has to be considered and
judged separately. In any case, Brazil did not
show the least enthusiasm when the United States,
in the beginning of the Reagan Administration,
contemplated military action in El Salvador. Nor
did Brazil want to contribute to the [military]
contingent that will be going to Sinai shortly.

"Although proclaiming its alliance with
Angola, a country with which it has increased
economic and even political relations, Brazil has
some reasons not to send soldiers to Angola on its
own. ... First, the Figueiredo Administration
would be in the battlefield defending Angola as a
nation, but simultaneously defending also the
survival of the MPLA's Marxist regime. ...
Secondly, the presence of Brazilian troops would
cnn contir !

l .

"There are material reasons as well: without
great sacrifices, even financial ones, Brazil
would not have the resources to mobilize and
transport its troops to Angola" (0 Estado de S.
Paulo, 8/27/1981).
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TRAD T[ION, FAMILY, Al.. I ..OPERTY

After Mario Navarro da Costa, representative of the 14 Soci-

eties for the Defense of Tradition, Family and Property (TFP) in

Latin America, the United States, Canada and Europe presented

the address "The Fourteen TFPs: Goals and Methods" at the inter-

national conference "Intellectual and Organizational Trends in

the Western Alliance" held in Rome from March 7-9, Mr. Lee

Edwards, president of the Center for International Relations and

coordinator of the conference expressed the sentiments of

several of the participants as feeling that the address of the

representative of the TFPs had been a "sermon," and not a

speech. Here follow the remarks that this representative made to
his friend Lee Edwards concerning his evaluation:

CONSIDERATIONS ON THE PARTICIPATION
OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 14 TFPS
IN THE ROME CONFERENCE

l. what makes a conference serious? Its doctrinal and
practical aspects. In more particular consideration of the
practical aspect, it should be noted that a conference is
serious when it deals with real problems and attempts to find

real solutions.

2. A serious conference should therefore be open to both
risks and forces that influence the field it is dealing with.
The seriousness of the conference presupposes that all real and
living problems are duly considered, no matter what the partici-

pants may think about the specific nature of a particular idea.

3. It is thus n -es ary to take into cor ideration tt t
-atholic ¢_ini 1 carri s much weight in the world. Just consider
the importance of Catholic opinion on the issue of a nuclear
freeze. There is no doubt that the solution to the nuclear
freeze problem will be deeply influenced by religious factors,
and therefore by religious considerations.



4. Someone cannot deal seriously with the problem of a
nuclear freeze while disregarding religious considerations. It
is for this reason that in the United States all serious peopl
who are concerned about nuclear freeze, even those who are not
concerned about it from the religious or moral point of view but
merely from the technical side, think it necessary to form some

opinion on the religious aspects of the problem.

5. If the organizers of this Rome conference were to pay
close attention, they would have no difficulty in seeing that
those who spoke against the presentation of the TFPs are people
who have very profound secularist prejudices of a laicism that
‘was more or less prevalent up to World War II. This secularism
excluded religious considerations from civic, that is, temporal
problems.

6. But after World War II, everything changed profoundly
and the weight of religious thought and the attitudes of reli-
gious organizations on temporal issues were given increasing con-

sideration by those active in such matters.

7. So the position of the TFPs was serious because their
representative took as one of his premises the obvious fact of
the weight of this religious influence on affairs and sought to
show how their specialized organizations cope with this factor.
To deny the real seriousness of that position and call it a
"sermon," as some of the participants in the conference did,
shows that they are not taking an important aspect of reality
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8. This explains why there was so much openness to our posi-
tion at the conference and at the same time so much criticism.

The fact is that the conference was an eclectic gathering com-



posed both of very up-tc 3late peopl] and very backward ones.

Those who were backward were precisely the secularists.

9. A sermon is something that is said to influence and
convert someone. There was nothing sermon-like in the words of
the representative of the TFPs. He did not attempt to convince
anyone; he wanted to explain the specific usefulness of his
organization. It really wasn't the moment to convert anyone,
rather it was the moment for each one to describe the effort
that h , or his organization, was making. He told what the
effort of the TFPs is. If they did not want to hear it, then
they should not have invited the TFPs because what the TFPs do

is quite well known.

10. Furthermore, the very fact that they had invited the
TFP shows that they had felt the weight of their influence in
current events as a whole. We 1y weight because if the TFP has

none, how does one explain their influence in 1 ligious circles.

11. Someone could say that a good many of the people who
objected were Christian Democrats, and therefore sensitive to
religious influence in temporal affairs. This objection merely
touches on the surface. As everyone knows, the Christian Democra-
tic parties, in spite of the term "Christian" in their titles,
are substantially secularist. Although it is true that most of
their grassroots are Catholics, most of their leaders are quite
cold toward religion. For this reason, Christian Democratic

leaders are not accepted as great Catholic leaders in any coun-

arman party, and even of its best wing, that of Franz Joseph
Strauss. Therefore it is quite clear that the representative of
the TFPs took an absolutely correct position, and that he
couldn't have taken any other.



12. What should really be asked is if conferences con:y ‘ted
with such backward people are really useful and practical. The
conference as a whole did not take a concrete position about any-
thing because of the backward position of some of the partici-
pants. Conferences of the future should be much more open. If
such people are to be invited, people with much more open hori-
zons and from many other parts of the world, including more
Asians, Africans, Australians, and Latin Americans should also
be invited.The fact is that the world is becoming smaller and
smaller, and it is necessary that representations come from a
very broad spectrum in order to take into account the ever
increasing interrelations among nations. There should be a
greater geographic openness, as well as a greater openness to
other points of view. The Austrian and German Christian Demo-
crats who were there are people who consider things from a
secularist and academic vantage point, which still has affects
many sectors but is far from being the decisive position they

imagine it to be.

Washington, D.C.
March 1983




INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE:
"INTELLECTUAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL TRENDS
IN THE WESTERN ALLIANCE"

MARCH 7-9, 1983
ROME, ITALY

The Foan S: Geale anA Mfg-l—hnaé

A Joint Message from the Societies for the Defense of Tradition,
Family and Property and Kindred Organizations

Our communigue will be particularly concise because we have
a whole book on the Brazilian TFP in English and Portuguese,
while French and Spanish editions are about to be released.

Those of you who are interested can obtain the material that
is available free of charge. If you will kindly furnish us with
your address we will gladly supply you with a copy in English or
Portuguese,

As this book covers a vast amount of material, we feel it is
unnecessary to repeat everything about their methodology and so
forth. At this time we will present only the essentials.

The fourteen TFPs and like entities are autonomous and kin-
dred organizations. They do not form a confederation properly
speaking. It is better to compare them to a galaxy than to a con-
stellation. These organizations aim at preserving Christian Civil-
ization from the ever more daring advance of socialism and
communism.

However, in the order of action it is necessary to keep in
mind one very special goal of the TFPs. They do not strive to in-
fluence immediately all the sectors of the several countries
where they exist, and much less world public opinion as a whole.
They have a much more precise immediate purpose, even though by
the achievement of that immediate goal the TFPs hope to usefully
contribute in exerting an influence over the whole social body,
from their respecti

‘

This immediate goal is conceived as follows: The TFPs have
well in mind that socialist and communist expansion has been slow-
ng down for some time. That is, the leftist parties have grown
but little. Now is not the time to analyze phenomena like the vic-
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tory of socialism in France or Spain. It is enough to briefly say
that in the view of the TFPs these phenomena are due much more to
the lethargy of the non-communists and non-socialists than to the
expansion of the communist or socialist ideal in those countries
of the Christian West.

The Message of the 13 TFPs entitled "What Does Self-Managing
Socialism Mean For Communism: A Barrier? Or A Bridgehead?" and
written by Prof. Plinio Correa de Oliveira, gives an extensive
explanation in the case of France. Mutatis mutandis, this
expose is also valid in the case of Spain.

Nevertheless, there is a marked growth of socialist and com-
munist influence especially in the West. We are not referring
here to political or military influence. We speak of the ideologi-
cal and cultural influences that, as we see it, are at the root
of political influence and that can work in favor of military ex-
pansion when they weaken the adversary's will to resist.

It is in the religious field that socialism and communism
have gained considerable successes, successes which compensate
for their stagnation or recession in the ideological or socio-
political fields. Up until about 1960, religions in general were
considered the major bulwark against communism. From then on it
became more and more evident that religions had become the most
prized area of communist infiltration.

Neither is it the time to analyze the various forms that
this infiltration takes according to each religion. The TFPs only
call to mind here that of all the religions, none of them taken
separately has numerically as many followers as the Roman Catho-
lic Apostolic Church. Thus the influence acquired by socialism
and communism over the ranks of the Catholic Church as a whole
weighs enormously in favor of the socialist and communist expan-
sion in the West.

Furthermore, due to the monolithic nature of the Catholic
Church's structure, any point that socialism or communism gains
in the upper echelons of the Church for the radiation of its
influence has a very great chance of affecting the various sec-
tors of the Church such as dioceses and ecclesiastical provinces.

: 21 1 acie. i zing, n tt
religious point of view, socialist-communist expansion inside the
Catholic Church. If one does not understand this, one will not
understand the TFPs. It should be quite clear that this reasoning
of a tactical nature is entirely sufficient to justify this pro-
cedure in the specific area of tactics. However, we would not be
sincere if we did not add that, as practicing Catholics, there
are other reasons for our endeavor to act inside Catholic circles




that share a large part in our concerns and are inspired by our
faith. We do not mention them here because we are aware of the
religious plurality of the participants of this Congress.

Through this work in the ranks of the Church, we find oppor-
tunities to form nuclei of Catholics resolved to fight against
socialism and communism on the basis of the documents of Catholic
doctrine and within the Catholic Church. These nuclei constitute
therein, as it were, one component of the ensemble of currents
that make up what could be called the intellectual life and per-
haps the ideological life of the Church. But they are also a com-
ponent of the temporal life of the various countries where the
TFP exists.

However, here we must stress the connection that exists
between religious problems and socio-political problems con-
sidered from the Catholic perspective. For a Catholic, and with
some variations the same doubtless happens with Protestants,
Greeks, and so on, nations as well as individuals should observe
the Commandments of the Law of God. For this reason a nation's
law should conform to the Law of God. Since the temporal organiza-
tion under socialism and communism is contrary to the temporal
order that obeys the Laws of God, a Catholic should consequently
be an irreducible adversary of communism in the temporal order.
For the sake of brevity we pass over the many other points of op-
position on philosophical and theological grounds between Catho-
lic doctrine and communist doctrine.

For all practical purposes the TFP chose the special tech-
nigques of action and propaganda that would awaken in Catholics
the memory of the whole of Catholic authenticity that has been
put to sleep by certain factors of contemporary civilization, by
the so frequent negligence of the clergy of the West, and also by
the collaboration of various clergymen with socialism and commun-
ism. These churchmen are consciously or unconsciously useful inno-
cents and fellow travellers of communism or socialism and in any
case its agents.

Now we go on to the choice of our tactics: What is the
public that we want and are able to conquer for this integrally
Catholic and antisocialist-communist position? It is above all

+ha okl A~ +hkas - - - = f

tnose who think as it does. The TFPs are not a political party,
but they do consider it their first objective to gather around
themselves or recruit into their social ambiences all those who
explicitly think as they do.
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In the second place, the TFP knows that in the subconscious
of countless Catholics the o0ld Catholic tradition says what the
TFP also says, and it is much more out of forgetfulness than in
imitation of other movements that such Catholics are not openly
and militantly opposed to socialism and communism.

By mobilizing this original nucleus of fervent Catholics
opposed to socialism and communism, as well as other Catholics
who have shaken off their slumber, the TFP does campaigns amid
the general public that aim at impressing and mobilizing it
against socialist-communist influence in Church circles.

To this end the TFPs do not fail to take effective action on
the occasions offered by the numerous reforms that are promoted
with the support of the Catholic left tending to socialize their
countries. The TFP generally makes each major reform an occasion
for a major campaign.

These campaigns are very advantageous. Since communist and
socialist reforms are very injurious to individual rights the
people whose rights are violated are easily led through the
campaigns of the TFP to see the connection between their rights
and Catholic social doctrine. Therefore they look for support for
these rights in their Catholic faith. As a consequence, their
fight, which hitherto had been based on economic and social
motives without consideration of the religious aspect, now takes
on an ideological character.

Once they see that there is an ethical-religious foundation
for the defense of their rights against the socialist-communist
reforms, a great number of those who had defended their own
rights on the basis of mere technical grounds, begin to fight
with a marked increase in dedication and efficacy. The
consequence of this is that each TFP obtains very broad support
in large sectors of public opinion, making their organization
guite well known in the countries where they operate even when
the organization is new to the scene.

The TFPs do not usually have sufficient money to operate
large newspapers, radio or television stations. They are
therefore obliged to campaign directly in the street, which puts

n in a fonrtunat :ion: Ev tt n our 1 1 who

ot t to ¢ 2 mol )¥ these campa.gns. The

cicht of youths coming into the street to fight in this v ; in

cupport of tradition gives great encouragement to others who

though favorable to tradition had decided that it "missed the

boat" of history and thus had no future. Seeing tradition
supported by youths causes an enormous impact on society.



The young men of the TFP campaign by approaching the
passers-by in the street to hand out pamphlets or manifestos
whose publication in major newspapers is usually extremely
expensive.

The TFPs through this action have considerably delayed the
process of socialization in several countries. At the same time
they have formed a current of antisocialist and anticommunist
opinion closed to the clergymen of the left. To illustrate the
scope of this action suffice it to say the TFP has been al = to
win over considerable nuclei of Catholic blue-collar workers
discontented with the Catholic lefti n of almost all their
pastors and form a workers' movement of the TFP with great hopes
for the future. As a matter of fact, the expansion of the TFP in
blue-collar circles is another favorable factor in the
perspectives of the TFP.

With this the essence of our methods has been described.
Now we go on to our goals.

We think it is good to repeat that the TFPs do not aim at
the conquest of a specific public opinion as a whole. That would
be utopian. It aims at being seen as it is, a very expressive
force within public opinion, one component of a panorama. But the
presence of this whole component can bring with it major results
in the course of events, especially because the TFPs hold, also
for reasons better left for another occasion, that 1if the
socialist-communist impact is confined within the Catholic
Church, and within other religions as well, it will have played
its last hand and its possibilities of ideological expansion will
be so reduced as to threaten its very existence.

Thus the TFP does not think that its work is done only in a
small group, but that this work -- through that small group --
has great possibilities of repercussion in the whole of society
of which it is a mere component.

The TFPs consider themselves a component of the vast and af-
fable family of antisocialist and anticommunist organizations all
over the world. The TFPs in no way think that their existence and

i

only LO duu 1us SsSpeclillCc nocte To tne ensempbple proaucea py tne
variou organizations from their own patriotic, economic, socic
political, cultural or other points of view.

The TFPs are overflowing with a desire to establish
efficacious collaboration with organizations and personalities of
r lLigiou ignificance, 1 though they not ( tholic.



TFPs are anti-ecumenical in the very precise sense that they are
opposed to the mixture of all religions. Being Catholics, the
members of the TFP cannot desire the mixture of all religions in
order to form a universal religion of the future. But even though
they are anti-ecumenical, the TFPs are certainly favorable to an
indispensable collaboration with men and women, groups or organi-
zations of people of other religions to ward off the attacks of
socialism and communism.

They also favor collaboration with people who have no speci-
fic religious position, but who truly fight socialism and commun-
ism. To all these it cordially offers its hand.

This is what we wanted to say to make ourselves known and
thus open the way to collaboration among us all. Our representa-
tives are available for any questions you may have.






