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Draft letter from the President to Tuition Tax Credit Coalition members with
whom he met in the Cabinet Room on September 16, 1983.

Dear _

I want to thank you for taking the time to :et with me in the Cabinet R m B
September 16 on the topic of tuition tax credits.

As 1 said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator HoQ;rd Baker and

Senator Bob Dole on the urgent need for prompt U.S. Senate floor action

on our bill. I urge them to help us get tuition tax credits as an amenument
to a House-passed revenue bill this year.

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this bill on my desk for
signature. We cannot settle for any one-House plan. -

Senator Baker and Senator Dole gave me their pledge that tuition tax crec ts
will come up for Senate action this fall. I will cor inue to confer witt
them in order to determine the most effective legislative strategy.

Some people opposed to passage of this important measure have circulated
stories to the media to the effect that somehow, despite my conversation

with you, this matter ‘is not vfewed as urgent in my Administration. Let
again assure 'you that tuition tax credit is at the very top of my domestic
Tegislation agenda.

We have worked together for years to get tuition tax credits written into
law. I am in this fight to win. With your continued strong support, we

will win.

Sint

Ronald Reagan
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President Ror ld Reagan
THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. President:

I regret that I could not meet with you, but am
required to be at another meeting in the Midwest.
I was privilegzed to meet with a group of Christian
leaders today at the invitation of the Freedom
Council. Your invitation came during our meeting
this afternoon.

I strongly believe in the right of voluntary prayer
in the public schools. I have traveled over 130,000
miles this past year. I have .concluded that the
overwhelming majority of our 14 million Southern
Baptists favor volu tary prayver 1in the public
schools. We are a theistic country. The Supreme
Court has <clearly ruled that such acknowledgment
of our theistic faith in the public sector is our
richt by law. Voluntary praver guarantees the same
right to our children. '

I have had some concerns regarding the proposed
prayer amendment. I believe it must include clear
langauge, disallowing any authority of the state
to prescribe the cont nt of such prayer. I urgently
request that distinct language be employed by the
nroposed amendment t

1

May God bless you today and every day. You are
constantly in our prayers.

In His love,

d

ames T. Draper, Jr.
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We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcem¢ t
of pornography laws. Steve Galebach of the Office of Policy
Development is the White House coordinator. Due to other
pressing ¢ nands on Galebach's time, there is 1litt. to
show for "“~e effort. The Justice I tment has sent out
one r worand to U.S. Attorneys; 1 memo is describe ¢
totally inadequate by the coalition.

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and for:
FBI officials say nothing has been done to change the Justice
Department's disinclination to raise the priority of anti-
pornography law enforcement.

What is needed in this case is for the President to
direct the Justice Department actually to increase p1 sec -
tions.

As the problem of pornography gets worse, the number of
prosecutions goes »>»wn. A few well publicized busts and
prosecutions will convince the coalition that the President
is really serious about this. Without much more White Hec se
pressure, nothing will change on this topic at Justice.
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The action required is for the White House to keep up maximum pressure on
the Senators te bring up the proposal.

This situation is not unlike the tuition tax credit issue. Politically
wo win if we get vntes on the Senate flgor . It would be most helpful

w Win thuse votes, dut a scr0us lev-uwown for our supporters if we get
no re rd votes.

PORNOGRAPHY LAW:

The anti-pornography coalition was delighted with the initial results of
their Cabinet Room meeting with the President. The subsequent lack of
action leaves them upset.

We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcement of pornography taw .
Steve Galebach of the Office of Policy Development is the White House
Coordinator. Due to other pressing demands on Galebach's time, there is
1ittle to show for the effort. The Justice Department has sent out one

orandum to U.S. Attorneys; this memo is described as totally inadequate
by the coalition.

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and former FBI officials say
nothing has been done to ch ge the Justice Department's disinclination
to raise the priority of anti-pornography law enforce nt.

What is needed in this case is for the President to direct the Justice
Department actually to increase prosecutions.

As the problem of pornograohy gets worse, the number of prosecutions goes
down. A few well publicized busts and prosecutions will ¢ vince the
coalition that the President is really serious about this. The group is
convinced that without much more White House pressure, nothing will chant
on this topic at Justice.

Attachments
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Draft letter from the President to Tuition Tax Credit Coalition members with
whom he met in the Cabinet Room on Septe 2r 16, 1983.

Dear

I want to thank you for taking the time to meet with me in the C inet R m .
Septe :r 16 on the topic of tuition tax credits.

As I said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator Howérd Baker and

Senator Bob Dole on the urgent need for pr pt U.S. Senate floor action

on our bill. I urged them to help us 't tuition tax credits as an ament ent
to a House-passed revenue bill this year.

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this bill on my desk for
signature. We cannot settle for any one-House plan. -

Senator Baker and Senator Dole gave their pledge that tuition tax crec
will come up for Senate action this fall. I will continue to confer with
them in order to determine the most effective legislative strategy.

Some people opposed to passage of this important measure have circulated
stories to the media to the effect that somehow, despite conversation

with you, this matteriis not v{ewed as urgent in my Administration. Let
again assure 'you that tuition tax credit is at the very top of my domesti~
legislation agenda.

We have worked together for years to get tuition tax credits written into
law. I am in this fight to win. With your continued strong support, we

will w1'An.

Ronald Reagan
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October 12, 1983

ORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH : Jack C. Courtemanche

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell Ez
V-

SUBJECT: New Taxation of Churches

Attached is a memorandum I have prepared for vyour
signature.

This is a volatile issue which is going to make ugly
headlines soon for the President unless action is promptly
taken.
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TH~ WHIT HOUSE

WASHINGTON
October 12, 1983

I{EMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER III AND EDWIN MEESE III
FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY

SUBJECT: New Taxation of Churches

The fundamentalist and evangelical Protestant churches ¢
waking up to the reality that they are about to be regqui 4
to start paying Social Security taxes, under the provisi s
of our TEFRA passed last year. The new ta: :ion is sche .led
to go into effect January 1 for church ¢ ployees, which
includes ¢ irch-relate -school employees and all church aff
except clergy.

Wealthy, main line Protestant churches are 1 t yet deeply
involved in resistance to this new tax. But it now appears
that at least hundreds of Mennonite, Amish, fundamentalist
and evangelical church leaders will refuse to pay the ta:

At a September 30 meeting organized by the National Chri: ian
Action Coalition at the Capitol Hill Club, thirty preachers
and Christian school leaders from around the country held
fiery discussions on this issue.

The result early in 1984 would be that our Treasury Depart-
ment and our Justice [ sar 3:nt, acting under our revenue
bill, would be taking high-visibility legal actions agair-t
outspoken religious leaders, many of whom broke all prece =2nt
by working hard to elect us in 1980.

Religious leaders are working with Senator Bill Armstronc

and some House members to introduce a bill to exempt reli ious
organizations from the new tax. We should decide now if we
are prepared to weather this coming storm. If not, we

up ounn tnis 1ssue, 1 suggest the latter course.
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As the problem of pornc 1y gets worse, the number
of pros ‘:utions goes down. A tew well p 'licized busts
and prosecutions will convinc . coalition that the -
President is really serious a : this. Without much more

Whit House pressure, nothing will change on this topic at
Justic :
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