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THE WHITJ:: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 11 , 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER III AND EDWIN MEESE III 

FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY ~I.J-

SUBJECT: Tuition Tax Credits, School ·Praye~, and Pornography 

TUITION TAX CREDITS: 

This issue is of overwhe_lming importance to many traditionally Democratic 
parents who send their children to Catholic, Protestant and Jewish schools. 
Groups like the Knights of -Columbus, Agudath Israel, and many fundamentalist 
Christian churches hinge their support of the President on this issue. 

The President's recent Cabinet Room meeting with the leaders of the Tuition 
Tax Credit coalition was a smashing success. Even people like Paul Weyrich 
who tend to doubt our seriousness on this issue, left the meeting convinced 
the President had ordered a full court press on this tssue now. 

The story attached in the US.t\ Today the fol lowing _Monday has been devastating. 
The article claims the President misled the coalition, and the headline specifically 
says the issue is "low priority." 

To maintain our credibility with this broad-based coalition, there must be 
delivery on the commitment Senato½s. Baker and Do"le gave the President. That is, 
the tuition tax credit bill must come up for Senate floor action this fall. 
The President told the group, "I will settle for nothing less than a two-House 
strategy which can get this long over-due bill on my desk for signature." 
This requires that the bill be added to a House-passed revenue measure, and 
there are only a few of those in prospect. 

If the past is any quide, the Senators in question will come up with reasons 
why each bill, in turn, should not be "encumbered" with the tuition tax credit 
issue. If we let this happen, there will be major explosions with unfortunate 
fall-out next year. 

I suggest the President send the coalition members who met with him the attached 
letter to reaffinn his statements in the Cabinet Room. 
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Ken Duberstein, Morton Blackwell and I met on Friday, October 7, to discuss 
the choice of a legislative vehicle to which tuition tax credits could be 
attached. I emphasized the importance of selecting a vehicle which is a 
"must pass" bill lest we risk great disillusionment with our strategy 
and increased questioning of our commitment. 

SCHOOL PRAYER: 

We have transmitted to the School Prayer Coalition the as~urances repeatedly 
given to the Legislative Affairs Office by Senator Baker that the President 1 s 
Voluntary Prayer .Amendment will be brought up in October for Senate floor 
consideration. Based on these assurances, many groups are devoting major 
resources to this effort. Pat Robertson has spent two weeks visiting with 
religious leaders to generate grassroots support. Dr. Jimmy Draper, President 
of the 14 million member Southern Baptist Convention has officially written 
all 100 Senators and started large amounts of local activity directed at 
the Senators. Dr. Jerry Falwell has recently mailed out 800,000 letters to 
generate favorable mail. "Save Our Schools," a Viguerie client, is mailing 
heavily on this topic. · 

The coalition supporting restoration of voluntary school prayer is united in 
opposition to the Hatch "silent prayer" amendment which was also voted out of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. The attached letter from Dr. Jimmy Draper 
is illustrative of their feelings. In fact, its strong criticism of the Hatch 
proposal is mild by comparison with other comments. 

Dr. Ron Godwin of Moral Majority has spoken personally with Hatch and received 
a vague response to Falwell's request that the Senator withdraw his amendment. 
Hatch has declined to meet with Pat Robertson of the Christian Broadcasting 
Network and the 700 Club. Robertson is outspoken in favor of the President 1 s 
amendment and vigorously against Hatch's. In fact, we have not seen an indica­
tion of support for the "silent prayer" amendment from~ religious organization 
in the United States. Those National Council of Churches groups which oppose 
the President's amendment also oppose Hatch's. 

There have been no other prayer amendments vot~d out of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. By a two to one vote, the Judiciary Committee did vote out a proposed 
statute which -would attempt to guarantee equal access for voluntary student 
prayer groups, on the same basis as non-religious groups, for the use of 
school facilities for meetings. The view of the coalition on this Denton bill 
is that it is only a supplement to the President's amendment. A statute might 
be struck down unless the Amendment were in place. 

Bas7d on the assurance .from Senator Baker, all supportive groups are timing 
~heir grassroots efforts for a Senate vote in late October. The danger here 
is . that the Senate leader~hip will fail to do what they have promised, namely~ 
bring up the Amendment which was voted out · by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Last week this group received information that when Senator Baker met with 
the Republican Senators and listed legislative priorities for the remainder 
of the year, school prayer was not mentioned. This information has been 
deeply disturbi~g t? the school prayer coalition who are devoting enormous 
~ffo~t to lobbying 1n support of a school prayer amendment in the belief that 
1t will be brought up during this session. 
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The action required is for the White House to keep up maximum pressure on 
the Senators to bring up the proposal. 

This situation is not unlike the tuition tax credit issu·e. Politically 
we win if we get votes on the Senate floor . It would be most helpful 
to win those votes, but a serious let-down for our supporters if we get 
no record votes. 

PORNOGRAPHY LAW: 

The anti-pornography coalition was delighted with the inttial .-results of 
their Cabinet Room meeting with the President. The subsequent lack of 
action leaves them upset. 

We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcement of pornography laws. 
Steve Galebach of the Office of Policy Development is the White House 
Coordinator. Due to other pressing demands on Galebach's time, there is 
little to show for the effort. The Justice Department has sent out one 
memorandum to U.S. Attorneys; this memo is described ·as totally inadequate 
by the coalition. 

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and former FBI officials say 
nothing has been done to change the Justice Department's disinclination 
to raise the priority of an ti-pornography law enforcement. 

What is needed in this case . is for the President to direct the Justice 
Department actually to increase prosecutions. 

As the problem of pornograohy gets worse, the number of prosecutions goes 
down. A few well publicized busts and prosecutions will convince the 
coalition that the President is re~lly serious about · this. The group is 
convinced that without much more White House pressure, nothing will change 
on this topic at Ju~tice. 

Attachments 
cc: Richard G. Darman 

Kenneth Duberstein 
Edward Roll ins 
k,J~~ 
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'lkx credits 
for i1rltion 
'low priority' 

bied inten..c:ely, it is unlikely 
th~t the tax credits would pass 
this year, especially in the 
Democrat<ontrolled House. . 

From the \jew of E"nubli· 
cans inllie V.)Jjt" uo;,s.!" R""a• 
~rrtould still say he worked 
lh,e hetK to get the credits 
thrnuiffi Co:1:::.-ess. Sur -;.•as stY· 

' mied 'by Ho:!se bem~:-ats. . 
n will De to:;g..~er, howe .. ·er: 

to pin the blame on Dernocralt 
if th~ biil doesn't clear the Re­
publlcan-controlled Senate 
And it p:-obably won't, V-'hit~ 
Ho\.l.~ cm1c12.ls concede. . 

By Chris Collins 
and Ann Devroy 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Although 
President Reagan is being por• 
trayed as hard at work fulfill· 
ing his campaign promise to 
provide tax breaks for parents 
of private school children, nei­
U1er Congress nor the White 
Hv;ise expects those promLc.es 
to t-e kept 

•0.nC: ·,;;hile Reagan will con· 
tin~e p~hing tax credits in 
l:i£.:'lly visible ways, the issue is 
no\,tiere near the top of his leg­
~\'e priontie.s. 

:.at isn't the impression 
Re::~"n Jett v.;th conservative 
and ;eliEious leaders in an 
O·,al Office meeting last week. 
Conservative leader Pau1 
Weyrich walked out of theses­
sio:1 convinced, he said, that 
Rec::gan would work hard for 
the ;p_x credits and that "there's 
a p~ibility" Congress would 
pass L'1em this year. 

'Tm convinced in my ovm 
mind Ll-i:it they are serious," he 

~,,i.f: .. , 1 do?,'t think anything will J?-1/. -. ~- happen, szys Etta Fielek. an 
~! aide to Finance Committee 
f5' ~ _ member Bob Pactwooc, R-

,, : • ~.,.- ,. .- . • .· taxOre., a cd~-spob' nsor of the tuition 
· • • - . ere 1t 111. "The ser.ator's 

· - ,..:.__; position all along has be-en that 
. ...r--,_ F.'~--~ - if anything - su~port has 

, -. . [ /:!:::"'.'!. been waning. ... We don't even 
!'~' .:=::~1 talk a~o~t tuition tax credits 

~;: · { ~ ·-, . - --~:~ ;:.' :/.- · :_-::;} , ant~c~~· White Eoi.:.c:e is 5=till 
·: £ \ l . . _:. ; taIUng. Accorc::.~ w a 5e~ate 

... .. ,-,·: 1y ./ · ·-~< -· ,.- aide, tax credit s ;.; pporters 
: . _:·:.;:? · -~· - ::.:· _:~ · were toid Friday that t.'le ac!-~\:F7~-- /~ .. .,_' _:- min~tion was "set" to take 

·~~~ · .,1.-'r, '- '? . th:, bill to the ~ena:e floor. 
- / 'J ~ ; _) ; If they tried to pus.~ it 

By Mark An;e!es . USA TODAY : through, .,,..e'c! ::.:.M it t00ji and 
WEYRICH: Still thinks tax cred- nail," vo-..,"S ;,::ke Fe:i:ar.~ez. a 
its ·a possibility.' . spo}:esman for Sen. Ernest F. 

: Hollings. D-S.C.. a leadL;g Sen-
said. · ate opponent of tuition taX 

That, indeed, is the White credits. "We can \l,in it'' 
House's on-the-record position. Republican aides agree. "It 
But off the record. omctals ~Y would die immediately" as 8 :Y ',1,111 30M11ake any @e separate bill, Fielek said. 
I t5ymg e fo m Congress for In theory, the issue could be 
mttion tax credits. · attached to a popular "must• 
-"Even if the White House lob- P~" bill. But there's a sticking 

point For parliamentarv rea­
sons, it would ha\'e to be at­

. tached to a House-;i:!SSecl reve­
nue bill. None are pending nor 
ex-peeled. _ 
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Draft letter from the President to Tuit1on Tax Credit Coalition members with 
whom he met in the Cabinet Room on September 16, 1983. 

Dear -----
I want to thank you for tak·ing the time to meet with me in the Cabinet Room 

September 16 on the topic of tuition ta~ credits. 

As I said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator Howard Baker and 

Senator Bob Dole on the urgent need for prompt U.S. Senate floor action 

on our bill. I urged them to ·help us get tuition tax credits as an amendment 

to a House-passed revenue bill this year. 

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this bill on my desk for 

signature. We cannot settle for any one-House plan. -

Senator Baker ftnd Senator Dole gave me their pledge that tuition tax credits 

will come up for Senate action this fall. I will continue to confer with 

them in order to determine the most effective legislative strategy. 

Some people opposed to passage of this important measure have circulated 

stories to the media to the effect that somehow, despite my conversation 

with you, this matter :is not viewed as urgent in my Administration. Let me 

again assure ·you that tuition tax credit is at the very top of my domestic 

legislation agenda. 

We have worked together for years to get tuition tax credits written into 

law. I am in this fight to win. With your continued strong support, we 

will win. 

Sincerely, 

Rona 1 d Reagan 
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

o,-,-1c1t 0,. TMlt P .. lt.101tMT 

..i•~t.• T . O•A~(II . .J• . 
P . O . BD• •OO 

July 8, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 
TH-E WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

I regret that I could not meet with 
required to be at another meeting in 
I .,as privileged to meet with a group 
leaders today at the invitation of 
Council. Your invitation came during 
this afternoon. 

CuLc••· Tc••• 7 6039 

you, but am 
the Midwest. 
of Christian 
the Freedom 
our meeting 

I strongly believe in the right of voluntary prayer 
in the public schools. I have traveled over 130,000 
miles this past year. I have .concluded that the 
overwhelming majority of our 14 million Southern 
Baptists favor voluntary prayer in the public 
schools. We are a theistic country. The Supreme 
Court, has c 1 early ruled that such acknowledgment 
of our theistic faith in the public sector is our 
right- by la ... · . \"oluntary pra y er gua_rantees the same 
r ight to our children. 

I have had some concerns regarding the proposed 
prayer amendment. I belie-...e it must include clear 
langauge, disallowing any authority of the st.'ite 
to prescribe the content of such prayer. I urgently 
request that distinct language be employed by the 
proposed amendment to make this absolutely clear. 
If such changes are made, I would strongly support 
it. 

May God bless you today and every day. You are 
constantly in our prayers. 

In His love, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 26, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JONATHAN VIPOND, III 

MORTON C. BLACKWELL 

Tuition Tax Credits, School Prayer and 
Pornography 

As you know, I am working on a longer paper relating 
to issues politically important to the 1984 elections. 
Here is a brief summary on the status of three of these 
issues: 

TUITION TAX CREDITS: 

This issue is of overwhelming importance to many 
traditionally Democratic parents who send their children 
to Catholic, Protestant and Jewish schools. Groups like 
the Knights of Columbus, Agudath Israel, and many fundamental­
ist Christian churches hinge their support of the President 
on this issue. 

The President's recent Cabinet Room meeting with the 
leaders of the Tuition Tax Credit coalition was a smashing 
success. Even people like Paul Weyrich who tend to doubt 
our seriousness on this issue ·, left the meeting convinced 
the President had ordered a full court press on this issue 
now. 

The story attached in the USA TODAY the following Monday 
has been devastating. The article claims the President misled 
the coalition, and the headline specifically says the issue 
is "low priority." The "Alice" column in the following day's 
Washington Times claimed that Ken Duberstein had been 
contemptuous of Weyrich as the Cabinet Room meeting broke 
u p. Duberstein flatl y d e n ies t h is. 

To maintain our creditbility with this broad-based 
coalition, there must be delivery on the commitment 
Senators Baker and Dole gave the President. That is, the 
tuition tax credit bill must come up for Senate floor action 
this fall. The President told the group, "I will settle 
for nothing less than a two-House strategy which can get this 
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long overdue bill on my desk for signature." This requires 
that the bill be added to a House-passed revenue measure, 
of which there are only a few in prospect. 

If the past is any guide, the Senators in question will 
come up with reasons why each bill, in turn, should not be 
"encumbered" with the tuition tax credit issue. If we let 
this happen, there will be major explosions with unfortunate 
political fall out next year. 

As a stop-gap measure, I suggest the President send 
the coalition members who met with him the attached letter 
to reaffirm his statements in the Cabinet Room. 

SCHOOL PRAYER: 

We have transmitted to the School Prayer Coalition the 
assurances repeatedly given to the Legislative Affairs Office 
by Senator Baker that the President's Voluntary Prayer 
Amendment will be brought up in October for Senate floor 
consideration. Based on these assurances, many groups are 
devoting major resources to this effort. Pat Robertson has 
spent two weeks visiting with religious leaders to generate 
grassroots support. Dr. Jimmy Draper, President of the 
14 million member Southern Baptist Convention has officially 
written all 100 Senators and started large amounts of local 
activity directed at the Senators. Dr. Jerry Falwell is 
doing major mailings and newsletter stories to generate 
favorable mail. "Save Our Schools," a Viguerie client, is 
mailing heavily on the topic. 

The danger here is that the Senate leadership will fail 
to do what they have promised, namely bring up the Amendment 
which was voted out by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

The action required is for the White House to keep up 
maximum pressure on the Senators to bring up the proposal. 

This situation is not unlike the tuition tax credit 
issue. Politically we win if we get votes on the Senate 
floor. It would be wonderful to win those votes, but a 
disaster if we get no record votes. 

PORNOGRAPHY LAW: 

The anti-pornography coalition was delighted with the 
initial results of their Cabinet Room meeting with the 
President. The subsequent lack of action leaves them bitterly 
upset. 
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We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcement 
of pornography laws. Steve Galebach of the Office of Policy 
Development is the White House coordinator. Due to other 
pressing demands on Galebach's time, there is little to 
show for the effort. The Justice Department has sent out 
one memorandum to U.S. Attorneys; this memo is described as 
totally inadequate by the coalition. 

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and former 
FBI officials say nothing has been done to change the Justice 
Department's disinclination to raise the priority of anti­
pornography law enforcement. 

What is needed in this case is for the President to 
direct the Justice Department actually to increase prosecu­
tions. 

As the problem of pornography gets worse, the number of 
prosecutions goes down. A few well publicized busts and 
prosecutions will convince the coalition that the President 
is really serious about this. Without much more White House 
pressure, nothing will change on this topic at Justice. 

MCB: jet 

Attachments a/s 
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WASHIN'Gfil@N' - Mtho~gh 
.President 1R~gan is being i;,ar­

[ru:&Yed ·as hand at wonk 1ftiUill­
\ ing his campaign ,promise te 
1 pr:evide ,tax li>reaks ,far. parents 
of ,private .school child11en, nei­
.ther Coqgress nor the :W.hite 
House ,e~cts those 1p110mises 
1to · li>e k~p.t. 

And w,hile: !Reagru:i will ~oon• 
tinue f)l:IStiiQg tax credits in 
'highly wisible ways, the .i$ue1is 
nowhere near-the ,top ef his leg­

·islativ.e f)ri0nities. 
'That ,isn\t 'the impr.ession 

ReagaA left ~ith c0nsenvati1.1-e 
and r-eligiuus leaders • in ari 
Oval Office ,meeting last week. 
Corrse·rvatiwe leader Pa,uJ 
Weyci.ch walked out of the •ses­
sion c0n~need', .he said, that 
Reagan .w:01:1ld worik :hand fer 
the tax ctedits,and that "therets 
,a possibility" Congress w:ould , 
pa$ them this year. 

"I'.m convinced in my .own 
mino ·that they ane serious," he 

oied . intensely, j t .is· .unlikely, 
.th~t the tax ~r.eaits weul~ ,~ 
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i~mocrat-contr.olled Ho.use. i 

Fr~m . the VIew ,of Republi• 
cans m the ~hite House, Rea; 
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1*e heck to _get the credits 
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' mied QY 'House Demoorats. , 
It will 'be tougher, ,however;J · 

-to pin the blame ·on Democra~ 
if .the bill doesn't clear the Rel 
pubri_can-controlled Sen,ate . 
. ~d . It probably w.ori't, White 

ouse officials conceae.. . 1 

"I ,do~•t think an,~ing will 
,h~ppen, ~ys Etta Fielek, an 

. aide to Fmanoe Committee 
, member Bob PackwOOd R-

. ' 0ne., .a co,sponsor of-the tuition 
.tax. ~r,edit bill. "The .senatorls 
iP0S1tion .all ,along 1has been that 
- if anY!hing - .suppor;t has 

'been warn~ .... We don't.even 
1 talk about .tuition .tax credits 
any,mone." · 

"'But the :White House iis still 
y' ~Hting. J\aeordil)g ·to a Senate 
I aide, 1tax credit supporters 
; w~r-~ 1tol~ 'Friday that the ad­
' ·ministration was "set" to take 
J the lbill ,to the Senate floor. · 

""If thl;ly tried tt0 · push it 
· th~0ugn, weld fight 1it itooth.and· 

Rat)," vows Mike Fernandez, a 
,spo~esman for Sen . . Emest F. 
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Presen,ation Copy 



Draft letter from the President to Tuition Tax Credit 
Coalition members with whom he met in the Cabinet Room 
September 16, 1983. 

Dear 

I want to thank you for taking the time to meet with me 

in the Cabinet Room September 16 on the topic of 

tuition tax credits. 

As I said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator Howard 

Baker and Senator Bob Dole on the urgent need for 

prompt U.S. Senate floor action on our bill. I urged them 

to help us get tuition tax credits as an amendment to 

a House-passed revenue bill this year. 

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this 

bill on my desk for signature. We cannot settle for 

any one-House plan. 

Senator Baker and Senator Dole gave me their pledge that 

tuition tax credit will come up for Senate action this fall. 

I suggested a bill which might serve as a vehicle. They 

had some other ideas and promised to come up with an 

effective legislative strategy. They will confer with me 

again soon on this. 



Some people opposed to passage of this important measure 

have circulated stories to the media to the effect that 

somehow, despite my conversation with you, this matter 

is not viewed as urgent in my Administration. Let me 

again assure you that tuition tax credit is at the 

very top of my domestic legislation agenda. 

We have worked together for years to get tuition tax 

credits written into law. I am in this fight to win. 

With your continued strong support, we will win. 

Sincerely, 

RR 
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THE WHIT~ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 11 , 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER III AND EDWIN MEESE III 

FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY~\.) 

SUBJECT: Tuition Tax Credits; School ·Prayer, and Pornography 

TUITION TAX CREDITS: 

This issue is of overwhe_lming importance to many traditionally Democratic 
parents who send their children to Catholic, Protestant and Jewish schools. 
Groups like the Knights of-Columbus, Agudath Israel, and many fundamentalist 
Chri stian churches hinge their support of the President on this issue. 

The President's recent Cabinet Room meeting with the leaders of the Tuition 
Tax Credit coalition was a smashing success. Even people l ike Paul Weyrich 
who tend to doubt our seriousness on this issue, left the meeting convinced 
the President had ordered a full court press on this iissue now. 

The story attached in the USA Today the following Monday has been devastating. 
The article claims the President misled the coalition, and t he headline specifically 
says the issue is "low priority." 

To maintain our credibility with this broad-based coalition , there must be 
delivery on the commitment Senator,s_ Baker and Do"le gave the President. That is, 
the tuition tax credit bill must come up for Senate floor action this fall. 
The President told the group, "I will settle for nothing less than a two-House 
strategy which can get this long over-due bill on my desk for signature." 
This requires that the bill be added to a House-passed revenue measure, and 
there are only a few of those in prospect. 

If the past is any quide, the Senators in question will come up with reasons 
why each bill, in turn, should not be "encumbered" with the tuition tax credit 
issue. If we let this happen, there will be major explosions with unfortunate 
fall-out next year. 

I suggest the President send the coalition members who met with him the attached 
letter to reaffinn his statements in the Cabinet Room. 
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Ken Duberstein, Morton Blackwell and I met on Friday, October 7, to discuss 
the choice of a legislative vehicle to which tuition tax credits could be 
attached. I emphasized the importance of selecting a vehicle which is a 
"must pass" bill lest we risk great disillusionment with our strategy 
and increased questioning of our commitment. 

SCHOOL PRAYER: 

We have transmitted to the School Prayer Coalition the as~urances repeatedly 
given to the Legislative Affairs Office by Senator Baker that the President 1s 
Voluntary Prayer .Amendment will be brought up in October for Senate floor 
consideration. Based on these assurances, many groups are devoting major 
resources to this effort. Pat Robertson has spent two weeks visiting with 
religious leaders to generate grassroots support. Dr. Jimmy Draper, President 
of the 14 million member Southern Baptist Convention has officially written 
all 100 Senators and started large amounts of local activity directed at 
the Senators. Dr. Jerry Falwell has recently mailed out 800,000 letters to 
generate favorable mail. "Save Our Schools," a Viguerie client, is mailing 
heavily on this topic. · 

The coalition supporting restoration of voluntary school prayer is united in 
opposition to the Hatch "silent prayer'' amendment which was also voted out of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. The attached letter from Dr. Jimmy Draper 
is illustrative of their feelings. In fact, its strong criticism of the Hatch 
proposal is mild by comparison with other comments. 

Dr. Ron Godwin of Moral Majority has spoken personally with Hatch and received 
a vague response to Falwell 1 s request that the Senator withdraw his amendment. 
Hatch has declined to meet with Pat Robertson of the Christi an Broadcasting 
Network and the JOO Club. Robertson is outspoken in favor of the President 1 s 
amendment and vigorously against Hatch 1s. In fact, we have not seen an indica­
tion of support for the "silent prayer" amendment from~ religious organization 
in the United States. Those National Council of Churches groups which oppose 
the President's amendment also oppose Hatch's. 

There have been no other prayer amendments vot~d out of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. By a two to one vote, the Judiciary Committee did vote out a proposed 
statute which -would attempt to guarantee equal access for voluntary student 
prayer groups, on the same basis as non-religious groups, for the use of 
school facilities for meetings. The view of the coalition on this Denton bill 
is that it is only a supplement to the President's amendment. A statute might 
be struck down unless the Amendment were in place. 

Based on the assurance -from Senator Baker, all supportive groups are timing 
their grassroots efforts for a Senate vote in late October. The danger here 
is _that the Senate leadership will fail to do what they have promised, namely~ 
bring up the Amendment which was voted out -by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Last week this group received information that when Senator Baker met with 
the Republican Senators and listed legislative priorities for the remainder 
of the year, school prayer was not mentioned. This information has been 
deeply disturbing to the school prayer coalition who are devoting enormous 
effort to lobbying in support of a school prayer amendment in the belief that 
it will be brought up during this session. 

·-
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The action required is for the White House to keep up maximum pressure on · 
the Senators to bring up the proposal. 

This situation is not unlike the tuition tax credit issu·e. Politically 
we win if we get votes on the Senate floor. It would be most helpful 
to win those votes, but a serious let-down for our supporters if we get 
no record votes. · 

PORNOGRAPHY LAW: 

The anti-pornography coalition was delighted with the initial .-results of 
their Cabinet Room meeting with the President. The subsequent lack of 
action leaves them upset. 

We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcement of pornography laws. 
Steve Galebach of the Office of Policy Development is the White House 
Coordinator. Due to other pressing demands on Galebach's time, there is 
1 ittle to show for the effort. The Justice · Department has sent out one 
memorandum to U.S. Attorneys; this memo is described ·as totally inadequate 
by the coalition. 

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and former FBI officials say 
nothing has been done to change the Justice Department's disinclination 
to raise the priority of anti-pornography law enforcement. 

What is needed in this case . is for the President to di .rect the Justice 
Department actually to increase prosecutions. 

As the problem of pornograohy gets worse, the number of prosecutions goes 
down. A few well publicized busts and prosecutions will convince the 
coalition that the President is really serious about this. The group is 
convinced that without much more White House pressure, nothing will change 
on this topic at Ju~tice. · 

Attachments 
cc: Richard G. Darman 

Kenneth Duberstein 
Edward Roll ins 
k,J~i;._. 
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Tax credits 
bied intert.c;ely, It is unlikely 
that the tax credits would pass 
this year, especially in the 
Democrat-controlled House. . 

~ t •te ! Of :JJI[lO ,. 
From the \iew of R~ubli­

cans inlJie Whjte Houp• Rea• 
gatTcould still say he worked 
like rieu to get the credits 
throuwi Congress. but was sty. 
mied oy House Democrats. : . 

6low prio1 ity' It will be tougher, however; 
to pin the blame on Democrats 
if the biil doesn't clear the Re­
publi can-controIJed Senate. 
And it probably won't, \\'hite 
Ho~ omc1ats concede. Bv Chris Collins 

and Ann Devroy 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Although 
President Reagan is being por­
trayed as hard at work fulfill­
ing his campaign promise to 
provide tax breaks for parents 
of private school children, nei­
ther Congress nor the .White 
House expects those promises 
to be kept 

f .nd while Reagan will con­
tin;ie p!!Shing tax credits in 
hig..111\· visible ways, the issue is 
nowr;e,e near the top of his leg-
~ve priontjes. . . 

1 at isn't the 1mpress10n 
Re.ae2n left v.ith conservative 
and .. reiigjous leaders in an 
Oval Office meeting last week. 
Conservative leader Pau1 
\l.'eyrich walked out of the ses­
sion convinced, he said, that 
Reagan would work hard for 
the :.c.x credits and that "there's 
a pos,;ibility" Congress would 
pass them this year. 

'Tm convinced in my own 
mind L'1:it they are seno~" he 

l don't think anyUiing will 
happen," says Etta Fielek., an 
aide to Finance Committee 
member Bob Paci.-w00c1, R­
Ore., a c~ponsor of the tuition 
tax credit bill. "The senator's 

· position all along has been that 
- if anything - support has 
been waning. ... We don't even 
talk a!:>out tuition tax credits 
anymore." 

But t.he \\'hite fiou..~ is roll 
talking. Accorci:-:g to a Senate 
aide, tax credit supporters 
were told Fridav that the ad• 

. ministration was "set" to take 
· t.he bill to t.he Senate floor. 

_..,....__ __ .,_'.:..r~ .-' j "If they. tr-J_ed ~o p~ it 
A I USA TODAY , through, wed ,:ght 1t tooUl and 

By Mark nge es, ·1 " , ~; •. F ~ d 
WEYRICH: Still thinks tax cred- mu '. vows n •• t-e ernan ez. a 
L • .b.litv , spo}.esman for Sen. Ernest F. 
11::, a poss, i .. ,. . ;·Rollings, D-S.C., a leading Sen-
said ! ate opponent of tuition tax 

That, indeed. is the White credits. "~'e ca~ 'I.I.in it." .. 
House's on-the-record position. Repu~h~n a1dE:S agr.~· It 
BUT oU the record, ornclals ~y would die lll1n_led1atelr as a 
m-ey wfif not make any huge separate bill, Flelek said. 
J015t5ying effort m congress for · In theory, the is.sue co.~ld be 
cmtion tax credits. · atta~.he_d to a pop~lar _m~-

Even if the White House lo~ pa$ bill. But there s a sticking 
point For parliamentary rea­
sons, it would have to be at• 

. tached to a House-passed reve­
nue bill. None are pending nor 
expected. 



Draft letter from the Pre~ident to Tuition Tax Credit Coalition membirs with 
whom he met in the Cabinet Room on September 16, 1983. 

Dear -----
I want to thank you for tak·ing the time to meet with me in the Cabinet Room 

September 16 on the topic of tuition ta~ credits. 

As I said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator Howard Baker and 

Senator Bob Dole on the urgent need for prompt U.S. Senate floor action 

on our bi 11. I urged them to · he 1 p us get tuition tax credits as an amendment 

to a House-passed revenue bill this year. 

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this bill on my desk for 

signature. We cannot settle for any one-House plan. -

Senator Baker Jnd Senator Dole gave me their pleijge that tuition tax credits 

will come up for Senate action this fall. I will continue to confer with 

them in order to determine the most effective legislative strategy. 

Some people opposed to passage of this important measure have circulated 

stories to the media to the effect that somehow, despite my conversation 

with you, this matter ii s not viewed as urgent in my Administration. Let me 

again assure ·you that tuition tax credit is at the very top of my domestic 

legislation agenda. 

We have worked together for years to get tuition tax credits written into 

law. I am in this fight to win. With your continued strong support, we 

will win. 

Sincerely, 

Rona 1 d Reagan 
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Sot: TH ERK BAPTIST CONVENTION 

0~~1Clt 0~ THI[ p,.l[.ICl[MT 

JAMCS T . C'l•~fll , J• . P . O BC• •CO 

July 8, 1983 

President Ro ald Reagan 
TH£ WHITE HOUSE 
,,·ashington, DC 

Dear Mr. ·President: 

I regret that I could not meet with 
required to be at another meeting in 
I v.·as privileged to meet with a group 
leaders today at the invitation of 
Council. Your invitation came during 
this afterno·on. 

Cuu:••· TcaAS 76039 

you, but am 
the Midwest. 
of Christian 
the Freedom 
our meeting 

I strongly believe in the right of voluntary prayer 
in the public schools. I have traveled over 130,000 
miles this past year. I have .concluded that the 
overwhelmi~g majority of our 14 million Southern 
Baptists favor voluntary prayer in the public 
schools. We are a theistic country. The Supreme 
Court. has c 1 early ruled t~at such acknowledgment 
of our theistic faith in the public sector is our 
right. by lav.· . \ 'oluntary prayer gua_rantees the same 
right to our children. 

I have had some concerns regarding the proposed 
prayer amendment. I believe it must include clear 
langauge, disallowing any authority of the state 
to prescribe the content of such prayer. I urgently 
request that distinct language be employed by the 
proposed amendment to make this absolutely clear. 
If such changes are made, I would strongly support 
it. 

May God bless you today and every day. You are 
constantly in our prayers. 

In His love, 

· JT D/ mn 

I 

t 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 12, 198.3 

.MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack C. Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell P!f!.. 
SUBJECT: New Taxation of Churches 

Attached is a memorandum I have prepared for your 
signature. 

This is a volatile issue which is going to make ugly 
headlines soon for the President unless action is promptly 
taken. 

MCB: jet 

1 Attachment a/s 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 12, 1983 

I1EMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER III AND EDWIN MEESE III 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

New Taxation of Churches 

The fundamentalist and evangelical Protestant churches are 
waking up to the reality that they are about to be required 
to start paying Social Security taxes, under the provisions 
of our TEFRA passed last year. The new taxation is scheduled 
to go into effect January 1 for church employees, which 
includes church-related-school employees and all church staff 
except clergy. 

Wealthy, main line Protestant churches are not yet deeply 
involved in resistance to this new tax. But it now appears 
that at least hundreds of Mennonite, Amish, fundamentalist 
and evangelical church leaders will refuse to pay the tax. 
At a September 30 meeting organized by the National Christian 
Action Coalition at the Capitol Hill Club, thirty preachers 
and Christian school leaders from around the country held 
fiery discussions on this issue. 

The result early in 1984 would be that our Treasury Depart­
ment and our Justice Department, acting under our revenue 
bill, would be taking high-visibility legal actions against 
outspoken religious leaders, many of whom broke all precedent 
by working hard to elect us in 1980. 

Religious leaders are working with Senator Bill Armstrong 
and some House members to introduce a bill to exempt religious 
organizations from the new tax. We should decide now if we 
are prepared to weather this coming storm. If not, we 
should get to work now with Congressional friends to intro­
duce an Admi n istr a tio n -back e d rep ea l er o f thi s p ortion of 
TEFRA. Judging from the intensity of feeling now building 
up ·on this issue, I suggest the latter course. 
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THE: WHIT~ HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 11 , 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO JAMES A. BAKER III AND EDWIN MEESE III 

FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY~..,)-

SUBJECT: Tui tion Tax Credits~ School ·Prayer, and Pornography 

TUITION TAX CREDITS: 

This issue is of overwhe_lming importance to many traditionally Democratic 
parents who send their children to Catholic, Protestant and Jewish schools. 
Groups like the Knights of -Columbus, Agudath Israel, and many fundamentalist 
Christian churches hinge their support of the Preside~t on this issue. 

The President's recent Cabinet Room meeting with the leaders of the Tuition 
Tax Credit coalition was a smashing success. Even people like Paul Weyrich 
who tend to doubt our seriousness on this issue, left the meeting convinced 
the President had ordered a full court press on this ·tssue now. 

The story attached in the USA Today the following Monday has been devastating. 
The article claims the President misled the coalition, and the headline specifically 
says the issue is 11 low priority. 11 

To maintain our credibility with this broad-based coalition, there must be 
delivery on the commitment Senato½s. Baker and Do"le gave the President. That is, 
the tuition tax credit bill must come up for Senate floor action this fall. 
The President told the group, "I will settle for nothing less than a two-House 
strategy which can get this long over-due bill on my desk for signature. 11 

This requires that the bill be added to a House-passed revenue measure, and 
there are only a few of those in prospect. 

If the past is any quide, the Senators in question will come up with reasons 
why each bill, in turn, should not be 11 encumbered 11 with the tuition tax credit 
issue. If we let this happen, there will be major explosions with unfortunate 
fall-out next year. 

I suggest the President send the coalition members who met with him the attached 
letter to reaffinn his statements in the Cabinet Room. 
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Ken Duberstein, Morton Blackwell and I met on Friday, October 7, to discuss 
the choice of a legislative vehicle to which tuition tax credits could be 
attached. I emphasized the importance of selecting a vehicle which is a 
11 must pass 11 bill lest we risk great disillusionment with our strategy 
and increased questioning of our commitment. 

SCHOOL PRAYER: 

We have transmitted to the School Prayer Coalition the as~urances repeatedly 
given to the Legislative Affairs Office by Senator Baker that the President's 
Voluntary Prayer .Amendment will be brought up in October for Senate floor 
consideration. Based on these assurances, many groups are devoting major 
resources to this effort. Pat Robertson has spent two weeks visiting with 
religious leaders to generate grassroots support. Dr. Jimmy Draper, President 
of the 14 million member Southern Baptist Convention has officially written 
all 100 Senators and started large amounts of local activity directed at 
the Senators. Dr. Jerry Falwell has recently mailed out 800~000 letters to 
generate favorable mail. 11 Save Our Schools, 11 a Viguerie cltent, is mailing 
heavily on this topic. · 

The coalition supporting restoration of voluntary school prayer is united in 
opposition to the Hatch 11 silent prayer 11 amendment which was also voted out of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. The attached letter from Dr. Jimmy Draper 
is illustrative of their feelings. In fact, its strong criticism of the Hatch 
proposal is mild by comparison with other comments. 

Dr. Ron Godwin of Moral Majority has spoken personally with Hatch and received 
a vague response to Falwell's request that the Senator withdraw his amendment. 
Hatch has declined to meet with Pat Robertson of the Christian Broadcasting 
Network and the 700 Club. Robertson is outspoken in favor of the President's 
amendment and vigorously against Hatch's. In fact, we have not seen an indica­
tion of support for the 11 silent prayer 11 amendment from~ religious organization 
in the United States. Those National Council of Churches groups which oppose 
the President's amendment also oppose Hatch's. 

There have been no other prayer amendments vot~d out of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. By a two to one vote, the Judiciary Committee did vote out a proposed 
statute which -would attempt to guarantee equal access for voluntary student 
prayer groups, on the same basis as non-religious groups, for the use of 
school facilities for meetings. The view of the coalition on this Denton bill 
is that it is only a supplement to the President's amendment. A statute might 
be struck down unless the Amendment were in place. 

Based on the assurance from Senator Baker, all supportive groups are timing 
~heir grassroots efforts for a Senate vote in late October. The danger here 
,s_that the Senate leader~hip will fail to do what they have promised, namely~ 
bring up the Amendment which was voted out -by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Last week this group received information that when Senator Baker met with 
the Republican Senators and listed legislative priorities for the remainder 
of the year, school prayer was not mentioned. This information has been 
deeply disturbi~g t? the school prayer coalition who are devoting enormous 
effort to lobbying 1n support of a school prayer amendment in the belief that 
it will be brought up during this session. 
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The action required is for the White House to keep up maximum pressure on 
the Senators to bring up the proposal. 

This situation is not unlike the tuition tax credit issu·e. Politically 
we win if we get votes on the Senate floor . It would be most he 1 pful 
to win those votes, but a serious let-down for our supporters if we get 
no record votes. 

PORNOGRAPHY LAW: 

The anti-pornography coalition was delighted with the ini-tial .·results of 
their Cabinet Room meeting with the President. The subsequent lack of 
action leaves them upset. 

We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcement of pornography laws. 
Steve Galebach of the Office of Policy Development is the White House 
Coordinator. Due to other pressing demands on Galebach's time, there is 
little to show for the effort. The Justice Department has sent out one 
memorandum to U.S. Attorneys; this memo is described ·as totally inadequate 
by the coalition. 

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and former FBI officials say 
nothing has been done to change the Justice Department's disinclination 
to raise the priority of an ti-pornography 1 aw enforcement. 

What is needed in this case is for the President to di.rect the Justice 
Department actually to increase prosecutions. 

As the problem of pornograohy gets worse, the number of prosecutions goes 
down. A few well publicized busts and prosecutions will convince the 
coalition that the President is re~lly serious about this. The group is 
convinced that without much more White House pressure, nothing will change 
on this topic at Ju~tice. 

Attachments 
cc: Richard G. Darman 

Kenneth Duberstein 
Edward Roll ins 
b ·,J~i;..-
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rlax credits 
bied intert.<:ely, it ts unlikely 
th~t the tax credits would pass 
th15 year, especially in the 
Democrat-controiled House. . 

From the \iew of R~nubli· 
cans inlfie V.)Jit0 µ 0-,s.:" Rea• 
~rrtouid still say he w~rked 
11.i,;e neck lb get fae cr:dits 
through LD:·:Fes:s· but -;.•c.s st;Y· 
mied by H 0.:.:.s.e !5em:x-:-ats. . 

By Chris Collins 
and Ann Devroy 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Although 
Piesident Reagan is being por­
trayed as hard at work fulfill­
ing his campaign promise to 
provide tax breaks for parents 
of private school children, nei­
U1ei Congress nor the White 
Hv:..LSe expects those promLc.es 
to :-e kept 

.'.nc ·,:,hile R~gan will con­
tir,~e p:.?..Shing taX credits in 
tig,'1ly visible ways, the issue is 
nowhere near the top of his leg­
i~_i_th·e priontj:s. 

1 hat isn't the impression 
Re:-;~.,n left v.ith conservative 
and ;elig:ious leaders in an 
O·,al Office meeting last week. 
Conservative leader Pau1 
Weyrich walked out of theses­
sio:i convinced, he said, that 
Rec:iµn would work hard for 
the :,~x credits and that "there's 
a p~--<;ibil!ty" Congress would 
pass them this year. 

"I'm convinced in my own 
mi:id Ll-i:it they are serious," he 

n Wlll De to:.:g.~er. howe\.'er; · 
to pin the blame on Democrats 
if th~ biil doesn't clear the Re­
publican-controlled Senate 
And it p:-obat>ly won'b Whit~ 
House ornc1ats concede. . 

r~4:'-:~:'- hapt;~~·tsa~~~~~r;k. ~ 
i?[ aide to Finance Committee 
f;i ·_ ~ member Bob Pach-v.·ooc, R-
U ~ ;' Ore., a cc-sponsor o! the tuition 

. ,, •1 C ./ -~ . . tax . ~redit bill. "The ser.ator's 
:--~-:.~ · ,- . - '. , .. _, position all along h2..5 b~en that 
~'~"2L: . ~ - i:~ i - if a::y-~hing - support has 
~.:.::.'IJ ·, ~ .f .-_'t;_-~_:._?_·, ... ~ been waning. ... We don't even 
. .:: . , __ . "'· talk a!:>o'..!t r.iition tax credits 

•·) . ·, _ •-· . · . · . ,; ,:. anvmore." 
:: "': ft - •., ::-= ··r•' :• · :· .·:•f. But the \\'h1'te '.t.."o•· .... · ,...;II 
:-:::- ~ -·• ·- -• . n "-"- lS ~u ·\ L \ ( :_ i tal;J ng. -~ccorc!::.6 !O a Se;;ate 
· .• ·. , : / )- / · ·-~· .:~ · · ,_.~ aide, tax credit S\.lpporters 
.· . :-:~·:-: · ., ·· ~:.:-> were toid Fridav th.at t.'1e ad-
:_'.-.X7.''::· /~ ·.-_ ... } . min~uon was "ser to take 
,, .--:.~ ·- ,.--,., '- ~ . the bill to the Senate noor. 
.· :· e. r ~ ,, ~ , "I! L'"tey tried to pus..'1 It 

By Mark Angeles . USA TODAY : lh~oug.'1, we'd ::;.'"it it tooji and 
WEYRICH: Still thinks tax cred- nail," vows ;,:~ke Fe:-r.ar,dez. a 
its ·a possibility.' __ spot_esman for Sen. Ernest F. 

. • i Rollmgs. D-S.C., a leading Sen-
sa1d. · ate opp-::ment of tuition tax 

That. indeed, is the White credits. "We can ..... in il" 
House's on-the-record position. Republic.an aides agree. "It 
Burolf the record, otiictals ~y would die immediately" as a :Y ...... ,11 3or;tnake any @e separate bill, Fielek said. 
I obymg e fo in congress for · In theory, the issue could be 
ttntion tax ere its. · attached to a popular "must• 

ven if the White House lo~ P~" bill. But there's a sticldng 
point For parliamentary rea-
sons. it would have to be at• 

. tached to a House-;,3.S.'Sed reve­
nue bill. None are pending nor 
expected. 
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Draft letter from the President to Tuit,on Tax Credit Coalition members with 
whom he met in the Cabinet Room on September 16, 1983. 

Dear -----
I want to thank you for tak·ing the time to meet with me in the Cabinet Room 

September 16 on the topic of tuition ta~ credits. 

As I said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator Howard Baker and 

Senator Bob Dole on the urgent need for prompt U.S. Senate floor action 

on our bill. I urged them to · help us get tuition tax credits as an amendment 

to a House-passed revenue bill this year. 

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this bill on my desk for 

signature. We cannot settle for any one-House plan. -

Senator Baker ftnd Senator Dole gave me their pledge that tuition tax credits 

will come up for Senate action this fall. I will continue to confer with 

them in order to determine the most effective legislative strategy. 

Some people opposed to passage of this important measure have circulated 

stories to the media to the effect that somehow, despite my conversation 

with you, this matteriis not viewe~ as urgent in my Administration. Let me 

again assure ·you that tuition tax credit is at the very top of my domestic 

legislation agenda. 

We have worked together for years to get tuition tax credits written into 

law. I am in this fight to win. With your continued strong support, we 

wi 11 win. 

Sincerely, 

Rona 1 d Reagan 
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July 8, 1983 

President Ronald Reagan 
TH-E WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

I regret that I could not meet with 
required to be at another meeting in 
I ,,_·as privileged to meet with a group 
leaders today at the invitation of 
Council. Your invitation came during 
th is a fterno·on. 

P . O . Boa 400 

CuL1t•• · Tc••• 7 6039 

you, but am 
the Midwest. 
of Christian 
the Freedom 
our meeting 

I strongly believe in the right of voluntary prayer 
in the public schools. I have traveled over 130,000 
miles this past year. I have .concluded that the 
overwhelming majority of our 14 million Southern 
Baptists fa v or voluntary prayer in the public 
schools. We are a theistic country. The Supreme 
Cour~ has clearl y ruled that such acknowledgment 
of our theistic faith in the public sector is our 
r i ght, by l a ... · . \ ' o l unt ar y pr ay er gua_r a n t ees the same 
r i g h t to o ur chi ldren. 

I ha v e had some concerns regard i ng the proposed 
pray er amendment. I bel ie\·e it must include clear 
langauge , disallowing any authorit y of the state 
to presc r ibe th e content of such pray er. I urgently 
request that distinct language be employed by the 
proposed amendment to make this absolutely clear. 
If such chan g es are made , I would s trongly support 
it. 

Ma y God bless y ou today and every day. You are 
constantly in our prayers. 

In His love, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 3, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH 'WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Mary Ann Meloy 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 1/.f !f;.i;/ 
SUBJECT: The Fundamentalist and Evangelical Voters 

Attached is a duplicate copy of the memorandum on 
Tuition Tax Credit, School Pr ayer, and Pornography wh ich 
I had expanded as you requested. 

Following is the other data you requested: 

1. Approximately 85,000,000 Christians attend 
church in the United States on an average 
Sunday. About 125,000,000 consider themselves 
church-going Christians. 

2. Sixty million (60,000,000) adult Chr ist ians 
consider themselves "born again." 

3. Of the "born again" Christians, an estimated 
14,000,000 are not registered to vote. In 
1980, it was found that the more "fundame n tal­
ist" a congregation, the lower its perce n t age 
of registered voters tended to be. Fifty 
percent (50%) registered was a common f inding. 

The above figures are generally agreed upon by a wide 
variety of religious leaders. Dr. Jerry Falwell organized 
some significant registration drives through the churches 
in 1980. Most of the theologically conservative reli g ious 
leaders are now recepti ve to suggestions that they work to 
get their congregations registered, but little organi zational 
work has been done yet for the 1984 election period. 

MCB:jet 

1 Attachment a/s 
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THE: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 29, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH ' RYAN WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jonathan Vipond, III 

'l "l,•'7,~',' FROM: Morton C. Blackwell'll tp-

SUBJECT: Tuition Tax Credit_, School Prayer and 
Pornography Memorandum 

Attached per your request is a revised copy of my 
original memorandum of the 26th. I have added the 
additional information to the portion on School Prayer as 
you requested. 

MCB:jet 

Attachment a/s 



ME.MORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM:. 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September _28, 1983 

FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY 

Jonathan. Vipond, III 

Morton c. Blackwell1~ 6 

Tuition Tax Credits, School Prayer and 
Pornography 

As you know, I am working on a longer paper relating 
to issues politically important to the 1984 elections. 
Here is a brief summary on· the status of three of these 
issues: 

TUITION TAX CREDITS·: 

This issue i~ of overwhelming importance to many 
traditionally Democratic parents. who send their children 
to Catholic, _Protestant and Jewish schools. Groups like 
the Knights of Columbus, Agudath Israel, and many funda­
mentalist Christian. churches hing.e their support of the 
President on this issue. 

The President's recent Cabinet Room meeting with the 
leaders of the Tuition Tax Credit coalition was a smashing 
success. Even people like Paul Weyrich who tend .to doubt 
our seriousness on this issu·e, left the meeting convinced 
the President had ordered a full court press on this issue 
now. 

The story attached in the USA TODAY the following Monday 
has been devastating. The article claims the President misled 
the coalition, and the headline specifically says the issue 
is "low priority." The "Alice" column in the following day's 
Washington Times claimed that Ken Duberstein had been 
contemptuous of Weyrich as the Cabinet Room meeting broke 
up. Duberstein flatly denies this, although Weyrich staffer 
Greg Butler affirms the story. 

To maintain our credibility with this broad-based 
coalition, there must be delivery on the committment 
Senators Baker and Dole gave the President. That is, the 
tuition tax credit bill must come up for Senate floor action 
this fall. The Pres i dent told the group, "I will settle 
for nothing less than a two-House strategy which can get this 
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long overdue bill on my desk for signature." This requires 
that the bili be added to a House-passed revenue m~asure, 
of which there are only a . few .. in. prospect . 

If the past is any guide, the Senators· in question will 
come up with reasons why each bill, in turn, should not be 
"encumbered." with t:he tuition tax credit issue. If we let 
this . happen, there will be major explosions with unfortunate 
political fall out next year. 

As a stop-gap measure, I suggest the President send 
,the coalition members who met with him the attached letter 
to reaffirm his statements in the Cabinet Room. 

SCHOOL PRAYER: 

We have transmitte~ to the School Prayer Coalition the 
assurances repeatedly given to the Legislative Affairs Office 
by Senator Baker that the p·resident' s Voluntary Prayer 
Amendment will be brought up in October for Senate floor 
consideration. Based on these assurances, many groups are 
devoting major resources .to this effort. Pat Robertson has 
spent two weeks visiting with religious leaders to generate 
grassroots support . Dr. Jimmy Draper~ President of the 
14 million member Southern Baptist Convention has officially 
written all 100 Senators and started large amounts of local 
activity directed at the Senators. Dr. Jerry Falwell has 
recently mailed out 800,000 letters to generate favorable 
mail. "Save Our Schools," a Viguerie client is mailing 
heavily on the topic. 

The coalition supporting restoration of voluntary 
school prayer is united in opposition to the Hatch "silent 
prayer" amendment which was also voted out of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The attached letter from Dr. Jimmy 
Draper is illustrative of their feelings. In fact, its 
strong criticism of the Hatch proposal is mild by comparison 
with other comments. 

Dr. Ron Godwin.of Moral Majority has spoken personally 
with Hatch and received a vague response to · Falwell's· request 
that the Senator withdraw his a~endrnent. Hatch has declined 
to meet with Pat Robertson of the Christian Broadcasting 
Network and the 700 Club. Robertson is outspoRen in favor 
of the President's amend..ment and vigorously against Hatch's. 
In_fact, we have not seen an indication of support for the 
'.' silent p~ayer" amendment from a1;y religious · organization 
in the United States. Those National Council of Churches 
groups which oppose the President's amendment also oppose 
Hatch's. 
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There have been no other prayer amendments voted out 
of the senate Judiciary committee-. ·- ·ay ·a ·· two· to one vote, 
the Judiciary Committee did vote - out a statute which would 
attempt to guarantee equal access for voluntary student 
prayer groups, on the same basis as non-religious 'groups, 
for the use of school facilities for meetings. The view 
of the coalition on this· Denton bill. is that it is only a 
supplement to the President's amendment. A statute might 
be struck down unless the Amendment were in place. 

Based on the assurance from Senator Baker, all supportive 
groups are timing their grassroots efforts for a Senate vote 
in late October. 

The danger here is that the Senate leadership will 
fail to do what they have promised, namely bring up the 
Amendment which was voted out by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

The action required is for the White House to keep up 
maximum pressure on the Senators to bring up the proposal. 

This situation is. not unlike the tuition tax credit 
issue. Politically we win if we get votes on the Senate 
floor. It would be wonderful to win those votes, but a 
disaster if we get no record votes. 

PORNOGRAPHY LAW: 

The anti-pornography coalition was delighted with the 
initial results of their Cabinet Room meeting with the 
President. The subsequent lack of action leaves them 
bitterly upset. · 

We have formed a White House Task Force on enforcement 
of pornography laws. Steve Galebach of the Office of Policy 
Development is the White House coordinator. Due to other 
pressing demands on Galebach's time, there is little to 
show for the effort. The Justice Department has sent out 
one memorandum to U.S. Attorneys; this memo is described as 
totally inadequate by the coalition. 

Postal Inspectors, U.S. Customs officials, and former 
FBI officials say nothing has been done to change the Justice 
Department's disinclination to raise the priority of anti-
pornography law enforcement. · 

What is needed in this case is for the President to 
d ~rect the Justice Department actually to increase prosecu­
tions. 
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As the problem of pornography gets worse, the number 
of prosecutions goes down . A few wel.l publicized busts 
and prosecutions. will convince the coalition that the· 
President is really serious about this. Without much more 
White House pressure, nothing will change on this topic. at 
Justice. 

MCB!jet 

Attachment a/s 
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bied in.tensely, it is unlikely 
that t.'le tax credits would pass 
lliis year, · 6--pec:?lly_ in the 
Democrat-conu-c!lea Hoese. . 

From the \iew of Republi· 
cans in the V.nite Hous.e, Rea­
gan could still sav he worked 
like heck to fer· the credits 
th~ough Ccn;:-ess. but was sty-
mied by Ho'..!.Se Democrats. : . 

6low ·.·priority' It will be tougher, howe•;er; 
to pin the blame on Der.iocrats 
It the bill doesn't c!e.a.r t.'le Re,; 
publican-controlled Senate • 

. And It p:-obably won't, 'n"hite . 

_By Chris Collins 
and Ann Devroy 
USA TODAY 

WASHINGTON - Although 
Piesident Re2gan is being por­
t-ayed as hard at work fulfill­
ing his campaign promise to 
provide tax breaks for parents 
of private school children, nei­
tller Congress nor the White 
House ~yects those promises 
to be kept 

.!.nd while Reagan will con­
tin ;.ie pushing tax credits in 
hi£:'llY visible ways, the issue is 
nowhere near the top of his leg. 
isl:; ti\'e priorities. 

That Isn't the impression 
R~g:m left v.ith conser,.,ative 
and religious leaders in an 
O·,al Office meeting last week. • 
Co n~ervative leader Pau1 

· \.'eyrich walked out of theses­
sion convinced; he · said, that 
Re:ag:an would work hard for 

· the t2.X credits and that "there's 
a p~ibility" Congress would 
p~ Liem this year. 

_"I'm convinced in my own 
mind that they are serio~" he 

House omcials concede. • 
"I doe•t think anything v.ill 

happen. says Etta Fielek. an 
aide to Finance Committee 

·: member Bob ?act;,,·o,:,a. R­
Ore., a c~-ponsor of U1e tuition 
tax credit bill "Tne ser..:itc,r's 

· position all along h.~ :.:en t.'lat 
- i1 ar.ytl".ing - S'i..' ~:>.:irt has 
been v.-a::ing. . . ; ?.'e dj:i•t e,·en 

• talk ab..~ut tuition !ix credits 
. anymore." . 

·; But the i'Vhlte fio ;.:,_~ is ~II 
· ~!king. According ro a Ser.ate 

· •: , ,-, - ·. :~ · aide, tax credit s~p;,orters . _. . .... r ~: ·,1 were told Friday that Lie ad­
·-~7~ . /q,., . .. ·-:. _:1 ; ministration was "set" to take 
:..~ - ->· · .·. ': .. ,. ! the bill to the Senate r.oor. 
· ·~- · ·· ·. ·. · ·.; / "I! they tried to push it 

By Mark.An;ales. USA TOOAY ' th~oug.'l., we'd :!ght it t:,j !,h a.'ld 
WEY RICH: Still thinks tax cred- i nail," ,..O..,.'S M!ke Fei ;,1;1:!ez. a 
rrs ·a possibility.' : ; s~~eszr.an for Sen.. E.r:::st F. 

. ! lio,Jmgs, ~S.C., a ie.adi.n; Sen-
said. . : ate opp,onent of tui~on tax 

That. mdeed, is the White credits. "We can v.in iL" 
House's on-the-record position. · Republic.an aides ao-ee. "It 

• But off the record, officials say would die imrnediateiy" as a 
they y.;u not make any huge sepa.--ate bill; Fielek ~d. 
lo~~ying effort in Congress for In theory, the issue could be 
tuition ~ credits. . '. atta~!1ed to · a pop.1!ar "must-

Even 1! the White House lob- P~ bill. But there's a stic~jng 
point For parlia::l!:ntarv rea­
sons, it would ha\·e to be at­

. tached to a House-;:,~'"d reve­
: nue bill. None are pe:1ding nor 
. expected. . 
... _. ---------- ·--- --· .. 



Draft letter from the President to Tuition Tax Credit 
Coalition members with whom he met in the Cabinet Room 
September . 16-~ ·- i983·. . - , . 

Dear _________ : 

I want to thank you for taking the time to meet with me 

in the Cabinet Room September 16 on the topic of 

tuition tax credits. 

As I said then, I spoke on September 14 with Senator Howard 

·Baker and Senator Bob· Dole on the urgent need for 

prompt U.S. Senate floor action on our bill. I urged them 

to help us get tuition tax credit~ as an amend.J~ent to 

a House-passed revenue bill this year • . 

Nothing less than a two-House strategy will get this 

bill on my desk for signature. We cannot settle for 

any one-House . plan. 

Senator Baker and Senator Dole gave me their pledge that 

tuition tax credit will come up for Senate action this fall. 

I suggested a bill which might serve as a vehicle. They 

had some other ideas and promised to come up with an 

effective legislative strat~gy. They will confer with me 

again soon on this. 



~ . . . 
.. 

:: Some people opposed to passage· of ·this important measure · 

have circulated stories to the media to the effect that 

somehow, despite my conversation with you, this matter 

is· not viewed as urgent in my Administration. Let me 

again assure you that tuition tax credit is at the 

very top of my domestic legislation agenda. 

We have worked togeth_er for yea+:"s to get tuition tax 

credits written into law. I am in this fight to win. 

With your continued strong support, we will win. 

Sincerely, 

RR 



, 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Orner ar TMr ~11cs101:MT 
JAWU T. OIIA,.1:1'. JIii. 
181 71 267·33 1 3 

ij93 SfP 

August 30, 1983 

The Honorable Roger W. Jepsen 
The United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senato~ Jepsen: 

F'IIIIST 8A,.,.19T CMUIICM 
~.o. aax •cc 
Eu~r••· TEXAS 76039 

r am writing to you today concerning the President' s 
revised amendment calling for voluntary prayer in the- public 
schools, Senate Joint Resolution U73. When the President first 
proposed his amendment I was. opposed to _it because it would 
allow for &tate.-composed prayers. While the vast majority of . 
our 14 million Southern Baptist~ favor vo+untary prayer in our 
public schools, we could not support such a proposal. However, 
when the President at the urging of many of us in the Christian 
community, added clear and precise language which forbids any 
agent of the state or nation to compose the words of prayer for 
our schools, I was elated. 

I want to urge you to support this proposed amendment. It 
will allow the school children in America the same privi­
lege that we cherish for . our congress, courts and other public 
forums, namely the right to public prayer. We are not an 
atheistic country. We are a nation that was founded upon 
Biblical principles and upon a firm belief in God. Voluntary 
prayer acknowledges this cherished heritage. 

I must also express my strong opposition to the alter­
native proposal which calls for silent prayer and meditation. 
Because of the wording it could open the door for the full 
removal of all religious acknowledgement from the schools and 
eventually from public life. It must not be accepted. I urge 
you to oppose that alternative proposai. 

I would be interested in bearing from you concerning this 
matter. I assure you that the people of this nation will be 
watching this matter most carefully and that there are millions 
of us who will not sit idly by and watch our wonderful nation 
take on the atmosphere and posture of denying G~d by removing 
all opportunities for prayer from the basic education of our 
children. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

October 6, 1983 

TO: MORTON 

FROM: LINAS G, --
,..... I ,'•~ ~ 

RE: 

,_- \ ~-......_ ~ ... 

Tuition Tax 
Credits 

Morton, the attached letters 
are being prepared and 
coordinated by OPD. 

VtJJ.._~,,._,rrc 
r.r~ + ,.,_,1..,,"' ~ 

,: 



The Honorable Robert Dole 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Bob: 

October 11, 1983 

Since receiving your memorandum of September 22 concerning 
the tuition tax credit legislation, we have been soliciting the 
views of the leaders of the tuition tax credits coalition, on 
what form of legislation they desire. 

After what I take to be intensive discussions among the 
coalition leaders, we received a letter from Virgil Dechant, 
reporting that the Comm ittee for Private Education -- which 
comprises the Catholic leaders of the coalition -- are united 
behind S.528 in the form you reported out of Finance Commit tee in 
May. Mr. Dechant noted that he has receiv~d assurances that the 
United States Catholic Conference will work wholeheartedly toward 
passage of S.528 in its present form. 

As you know, the leaders of the Christian school movement 
have been behind S.528 all along, and I am convinced we now have 
our forces sufficiently marshalled to proceed with the legis-
lative battle. ' 

I understand thit this week the Knights of Columbus are 
sending out packets to 9,000 Catholic elementary and secondary 
schools, encouraging stu~ents and their parents and friends to 
make their views known to their Senators on this issue. The 
coalition is clearly ready do its part, and I believe it is time 
for a vote. 

The only remaining question, as you have discussed with the 
President, is the proper vehicle for that vote. I hope you will 
feel free to discuss any problematic considerations with me 
concerning the identification of that vehicle. In any case, I 
think we need to sett]~ on an answer within the first days after 
Congress returns from1'!-~ess. 

A 
I can assure you the President deeply appreciates your fine 

and effective leadership on this issue. At a time when we are 
doing so much to encourage improvements in public education, it 
is fitting for the Congress to recognize the contributions · of our 
nonpublic schools as ~ell. 

Sincerely, 

DRAFT Edwin Meese III 



, ,. DR T 
Dear Cat.hol.ic - S.chool Administrator: 

I am writing to share with you the progress we are making in 
enacting a tuition tax credit bill. As you know, tuition tax 
credit legislation is one of the foremost priorities of my 
Administration, and we have been working to arrange a winning 
vote ip the Senate. .:L f""-.L.- • r: • r _ , . 1 ~ ,.. • 
~ - . ,l_ ~ - l< · • '7 / C ) 

11 met pert'.ona:l•~' wi):11 ~t.ieofl•• si8111e :el"'!!--- representa­
tives from NCEA, USCC,1,Knights of Columbus, among others. - en 
5e7 t • ..ib~~ At that meeting, I informed them that I had 
requested - and Senators Dole and Baker had agreedy that f¥=~-::s;=~t~4~· J~l~T 
s. 528, b~ brought to a vote in the Senate this fall. '- -~ --1 /.,, ..... ;_,/.-/. ; 

'- - - ,--
I know that you and the parents who patronize your school are 

most interested in this proposed legislation. We agree that the 
primary authority over a child's education rests with his or her 
family. Parents have the right and duty to have their children 
educated in accordance with their own values. A tuition tax 
credit will greatly assist parents to exercise this right by 
giving more equitable federal treatment · to private as well as 
to public schools. 

As the leader of your school, you may wish to share this 
progress report with your students and their parents. You 
deserve great credit for your longs t anding efforts to complement 
our public school system, and your expressed concern for 
equitable tax tr eatment for private schooling has already played 
a crucial role in getting a tuition tax credit bill to the point 
where we can have a congressional vote. 

You have my best wishes for a most successful school year. 
God bless you. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

DRAF 




