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The International Association of Chiefs of Police hereby 

declares the following to be the incontrovertible rights of all 

crime victims, and urges its membership to establish pr.ocedures 

and train personnel towards their recognition and implemen-

tation to the extent that personnel and resol!rce capabilities 

allow. In addition to all rights and privileges presently observed, 

it is the pol icy of the International Association of Chiefs of 

Police that crime victims are entitled : 

1. To _be free from intimidation; 

2. To be told of financial assistance and social services avail
able and how to apply for them; 

** 3. To be provided a secure area during interviews and court 
proceedings, and to be notified if presence in court is not 
needed ; 

4. To a quick return of stolen or other personal property when 

no longer needed as evidence; 

5. To a speedy disposition of the case, and to be periodically 
inforriieo ·or ·case ~sta:tbs ,and final d ispositibn~ an IA/h1i'rever 
personnel and reso~-~e capabilities allow, to be notified in 

felony cases whenever the perpetrator is released from 

custody ; 

6 . To be interviewed by a female official in the case of rape 

and other sexua( offe~ses, wherever personnel and resource 

capabilities allow. 

® 
II PASSED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE t IACP BOARD OF OFFICERS ON MARCH 12, 1983 . 
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** 

** 

* * 

** 

.. .. ttUttttttiUttttttUtttttUUtttttt'fUUttttltttttutut,,utttiuit,uttUtUUttUttUttUUUUUtUtttU$tUUUttt:tUUtt'l 
:::tttUttUtUtUUttUtttt:lt$tSttUt:tt:t•ttstttuu,ttUUttUUUttUUUttttttUttUtUtUttUUtUtUtU************'*''**"*** 

PrARervation Copy 



600 Three Island Blvd. 
Hallandale, Florida 33023 
February 7, 1983 
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Mr. Morton Blackwell 
White House 
Room 191 OEOB 
Washington, D.C . 20500 
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Dear :

0

::

0

:~closing the Victim's Bill of Rights o~ w~:chl~:~~:f ' 
spoke this week. It was compiled from the thousands upon (; ,_",("' 
thousands of letters I have received from victims of crime , . i; . 
telling me of their own personal horror stories, and from ,,.-\.t/ 1:· .{, 
Victim's Advocate' s groups such as NOVA of which I am a ' ,,-,,,,"' ,i;,. 
member of the Board of Directors. ,! ._-. . .... ~t , __, 

\;, J A I ,. ·A 
.r' ,y - . - . 

I have worked for almost twelve r:ionths with IACP · -{) · \ · 
1 

President, Jim Damos, Executive Director Norm Darwick and · \(i_1' .: ,.__, ✓>-
with their lep.:al department, Bob Ingrassani re: the legal { '/\ti.tr 
aspects. It has received the stamp of approval of the ~ '(,J-"t" 1 

IACP. At least, it's something for victims until legis latiori (l' f\ 

is passed, and we both know how quickly that moves. t ~'?+J 
Incidentally, Morton, I have six legislators in six 

states ready to introduce Proposition 8, the toughest and 
most comprehensive anti-crime bill ever passed in the 
country . Poor Paul Gann, representative from California, 
found it necessary to secure the signatures of 665,000 
Californians before this bill could even be introduced 
there. Proposition 8 was deemed constitutional by the 
libral California Supreme Court, and they wouldn't even 
hear of its repeal. That mandate of the people should be 
heard in State cap itols across the land - it's about 
time. 

The original bill of rights had more provisions, but 
for legal reasons and/or the fact that some provisions 
required unavailable appropriations, they were eliminated. 

I have attempted unsuccessfully to get 7-11 (Southland 
Corp . ), who made such a pro-victim grandstand play at the 
IACP Convention in Atlanta November 17, 1982 to fund the 
printing (27" x 14") of this Bill of Rights, and they 
refused. 

If necessary, I shall expend that grand sum of $17,000 
(John Stein - NOVA's cost projection), ov Southland's cost 
projection of $20,000 myself if I have to, but the public 
will know of this, to be sure . 

. f > 



Mr. Morton Blackwell 
February 7, 1983 

Norm Darwick has agreed to its being posted right 
alongside that"glorious" Miranda Decision. What I requested 
from you was that the President officially announce April 
17-23 National Crime Victim's Week (or whatever you'd like 
to call it), and to state publicaly that until legislation 
is passed, that the police departments of this country have 
adopted this Bill of Rights as policy . 

It is a tremendous feather in their caps, and it should 
be for the administration ':s as well. I don't want to take 
any bows or credit for it - your administration and the 
police departments may have the glory . All I am seeking 
is some dignity for my victims. 

Incidentally, Morton, when California Representative, 
Paul Gann, who was successful - no thanks to anyone - for 
getting Proposition 8 passed in California and he approached 
7-11 for support, he was told that they "didn't want to 
offend the lawless". This is a most sad state of affairs. 
I went to California for Paul and he took the issue directly 
to the people via the media. It passed by a 12% margin, 
very high indeed, for a bill so comprehensive and dramatic. 

I know you fellows have your credibility problems 
especailly as pertains to the economy - I'm not impervious 
to this fact, that this can't be your first priority. 
However, the administration needs something positive to 
present to the public, and this should be it. I live by 
the power of public relations. 

I shall be looking forward to a speedy response from 
your office. (You have my phone numbers.) 

In any case, I personally, shall have th~s Bill of 
Rights posead in the 50,000 police stations across the 
country by April 17th. 

CF/-amls 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

CONNIE FRANCIS 

-2 
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Connie Francis 
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J / May 12 , 19 8 2 

Chief James P. Damos 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
Public Headquarters 
6801 Delmar Boulevard 
University City, Missouri 63130 

RE: BULLETIN BOARD ON VICTIMS BILL OF RIGHTS TO BE POSTED IN CLEAR 
VIEW THROUGHOUT THE POLICE PRECINCTS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Dear Jim; 

As we discussed at th~ forum in Washington on April 17, 1982, I 
am submitting to you as promised, finally, the bulletin board of 
Victim's Rights. 

It sounds like a big contract, but I know we can do it, and, with 
your help and mine and some others in Washington, nothing to me 
is impossible. Since I am a novice at this Jim, I'm only responding 
and addressing myself to the horrendous problems and the horror 
stories of the victims of violence based on the thousands of letters 
I receive from them. Some of these suggestions will · be good and 
feasible ones, some perhaps unworkable, and some even outside the 
law. I'm not an attorney. Therefore, I will be depending on you 
to implement as many of them as you can within proper guidelines. 
(In no special order.) 

(1) THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO BE TREATED WITH DIGNITY 
AND CONSIDERATION AND TO RECEIVE CORDIAL ASSISTANCE 
F0R THEIR COOPERATION. 

(2) THE RIGHT FOR A VICTIM'S FAMILY TO BE NOTIFIED IMME
DIATELY OF HOSPITALIZATION OR EMERGENCY ROOM TREATMENT. 

(3) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM TO BE QUESTIONED IN A PRIVATE 
ROOM WITHOUT INTERRUPTIONS. 

(4) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM TO CALL IN HIS OWN COUNSEL. 

(5) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM TO BE GIVEN INFORMATION AS TO 
THE PROGRESS OF A CASE FROM THE INITIAL POLICE I NVESTI
GATI ON OF THE CASE ITO THE FINAL DISPOSITION . 



(6) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM TO CONFER WITH THE PROSECUTOR 
OR DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND TO HAVE HIS CASE EXPLAINED 
IN LJI.Y LANGUAGE . 

(7) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM TO BE INFORMED OF ANY DECISIONS 
REGARDING HIS CASE ON BAIL, PLEA-BARGAINING OR 
SENTENCING. 

(8) THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO BE INFORMED WHEN HIS 
OFFENDER HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM BAIL, PAROLE OR 
PRISON SENTENCE. 

(9) THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO BE NOTIFIED OF ANY DELAY 
OR POSTPONEMENT OF HIS APPEARANCE IN COURT. 

(Many policemen have complained that they themselves are not 
informed of court postponements or delays, and, therefore, 
cannot notify the victims. Whatever can be done to obviate 
this situation should be done, so that witnesses do not have 
to bear the out-of-pocket expenses and missed pay that results. 
Also, many times this occurs unexpectedly because of some 
act or maneuver by the defense attorney after everyone is 
already in court.) 

We are currently trying to enact uniform state laws, (very time
consuming to be sure) but, in the meantime, the least we can do · 
is to come up with a general meeting of the minds; hopefully some 
uniform philosophies regarding victims; for instance to compel 
judges to levy fixed fines on each convicted offender which would 
be put into a pool for victim's compensation for their transpor
tation, meals, day care, parking expenses, missed pay, the mental 
and physical injuries sustained and their rehabilitation. This 
has happened very successfully already in the state of Pennsylvania. 

(10) WHENEVER POSSIBLE, VICTIMS SHOULD BE QUESTIONED IN 
THE SECURITY AND FAMILIARITY ·oF THEIR OWN lmME. 

(11) THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO HAVE HIS MEDICAL, EMOTIONAL 
AND EMERGENCY NEEDS TAKEN CARE OF BEFORE BEING 
QUESTIONED. 

(The offender's defense attorney will see that you do at 
least this for his man, and at the taxpayer's expense.) 

(12) THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO BE NOTIFIED OF WHAT CRIME 
VICTIMS ADVOCATE GROUPS AND RAPE CRISIS CENTERS CAN 
HELP AND FOR THE POLICE TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THESE 
GROUPS AS SOON AS ~HE VICTIM IS BROUGHT INTO THE STATION. 

( 2) 



,, , 

(23) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM TO PROCEED IN CIVIL SUITS FOR 
RECOVERY OF DAMAGES - TO BE ABLE TO PLACE A LIEN ON 
ANY PROFITS RECEIVED BY HIS ASSAILANT AS A RESULT OF 
THE SALE OF HIS STORY TO TijE MEDIA. 

(This is being done right now in New York in the Jack Abbott 
case where all of Abbott's royalties are currently being held 
up pending disposition of the civil suit brought by the family 
of the murdered victim.) 

(24) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM THROUGH THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
AS EVIDENCE, TO HAVE HIS RECOVERED IDENTIFIABLE. PROPERTY 
RETURNED TO HIM SPEEDILY - PROVIDED HE MAKES SUCH 
PROPERTY AVAILABLE FOR TRIAL, IF NECESSARY. 

(I recently learned that it sometimes takes years to retrieve 
what rightfully belongs to the victim. In one sad letter I 
recently received from the parents of a murdered young girl, 
I was advised that after many futile efforts on their part 
t.0 "1;,~ r ~ their daughter's possessions returned, they learned 
·after .three years_ that her personal and sentimental possessions 
had been auctioned off publicly. If I had been their attorney, 
I would have sued whomever was responsible for this .. ) 

(25) THE RIGHT OF A VICTIM TO HAVE A VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT 
PRESENTED PRIOR TO SENTENCING BY .THE JUDGE. JUST WHAT 
AFFECT HAS THIS CRIME HAD UPON THE VICTIM, HIS FAMILY 
OR SURVIVOR~ HIS HEALTH (MENTAL ·AND PHYSICAL) HIS 

-FINANCES AND/OR HIS LIFE'S WORK? 

(26) THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO HAVE HIS EMPLOYER CONTACTED 
SO THAT HE DOES NOT LOSE HIS DAY'S PAY OR HIS JOB, AS 
SOMETIMES OCCURS WHEN HE RESPONDS (OFTEN UNNECESSARILY) 
TO A SUBPOENA TO APPEAR IN COURT. 

(27) VICTIMS AND WITNESSES HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE FREE FROM 
INTIMIDATION AND TO AS MUCH MAXIMUM PROTECTION FROM 
HARM BY THE LAW AS POSSIBLE --A TALL ORDER AT BEST. 

(28) A VICTIM OR WITNESS HAS A RIGHT TO BE INFORMED OF 
POST-SENTENCING HEARING AFFECTING THE PROBATION OR 
PAROLE OF OFFENDER. 

(29) RAPE IS THE LEAST REPORTED CRIME IN AMERICA. WHY? 
BECAUSE WHAT SANE WOMAN WANTS TO UNDERGO THE HUMILIATION, 
THE DEHUMANIZATION, THE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF A SEXUAL 
CRIME, THE ORDEAL OF A TRIAL OF _ THIS SORT ALONG WITH 
THE DISCLOSURE OF HER PAST, PERSONAL LIFE IN SOME 
JURISDICTIONS, THE EFFECTS ON HER PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

( 4) 
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OR MARRIAGE. (50% OF ALL RAPE VICTIMS EVENTUALLY 
DIVORCE.) BECAUSE OF THE UNUSUAL AND DELICATE ASPECTS 
OF THIS CRIME, THIS VICTIM ABOVE ALL, SHOULD BE TREATED 
WITH DIGNITY AND SENSITIVlTY AT A TIME WHEN SHE FEELS 
INTIMIDATED, VULNERABLE, VIOLATED, EMBARRASSED, 1-ND 
OFTEN IN SHOCK. (YOU SEE, IT TOOK ME ONLY SEVEN YEARS 
TO RECOVER) . 

(In a 1974 New York study I learned that one person in over 
2400 indictments served time in prison for rape. No wonder 
it is the least reported crime! Women know the futility of 
it, and so often they are treated as the criminal instead of 
the victim. Why are women forced to take lie detector tests? 
When a person has his liquor store broken into and cash is 
taken (not so nearly devasting a crime) do you require 
a lie detector test from the store owner?) 

Why is it that in some jurisdictions rape is tantamount to 
murder, while in others it is practically sluffed of? If 
only the men of the law could read the heartbreaking letters, 
the everlasting fear and the s hattered lives of the victims 
of this crime you might greatly change your attitude. Many 
of the victims I have personally called were very near suicide 
because "no one cared". How would you as men feel to have your 
bodies thus violated against your will? Male rape these days 
incidentally, especially upon teena~e boys, is more prevalent 
than you can imagine and even less reported than female rapes 
because of the shame a boy would have to face among his peers. 
His family would probably have to move to another town or state. 
So it happens often and you don't even know of it. I do! 

(30) INFORM THE VICTIM IF YOU BELIEVE THERE CAN BE A CIVIL 
SUIT INSTITUTED IN A PARTICULAR CASE - AS IN MINE, WHERE 
THE HOWARD JOHNSON MOTEL GROSSLY FAILED TO PROVIDE A 
SAFE ROOM. PERHAPS THERE SHOULD BE A LIST POSTED OF 
REPUTABLE NEGLIGENCE ATTORNEYS SPECIALIZING IN SUCH 
NEGLIGENCE CASES, WHO WOULD WORK ON A CONTINGENCY BASIS. 

(Jim, I have been notified by Ray Marvin, Executive director of 
the National Association of Attorneys General that the date 
of their conference conflicts with an appearance I have to make 
in Cohasset, Mass. and that is unfortunate for both of us. However, 
something very important will occur on Monday, July 19, 1982. 
I will be able to address all of the District Attorneys and 
Prosecutors who will be having a conference in Boston on that 
date. I think, in the long run, that this is fortunate for us 
because it is probably morP. important to reach District Attorneys 
and Prosecutors than Attorne?.:,General of each state. It would 
have been nice to do both. Would you care to join us on that date?) 

( 5) 
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(31) FOR THE POLICE TO REPRESENT THE VICTIM'S CONCERN IN 
CHARGING AND BAIL DECISIONS WHEN THE VICTIM CANNOT BE 
PRESENT. · 

Jim, I am sure every person in America who has knowledge of what 
it feels like to be a victim of violence applauds your efforts 
and your concern. You are an unique individual, and I thank you 
once again. 

Warmest wishes, 

CONNIE FRANCIS 

cc: Mr. Darwick 

P.S. I was pleased to learn today from Senator Heinz's office 
that many of my additions to his bill have been adopted. 
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the rights of the innocent · and often powerless :•law-abiding 

citizen who, .through usually no fault of his own, ·is r 7duced 

to being a most ordinary victim. And this ls such . a sad and . . 

... ·} .. 

distorted state of affairs! ... , · 

Of course w~ care about civil rights in this country, . but 
,· 

who's civil rights first? Fo~ far too many years no~~ the 

only outrage, the only outcry, the only civil rights leg

islation passed in this country have been those ;laws en

acted to protect the civil rig_hts o;f, the off enders, these 

blights on our beautiful country. · And the criminal, above . 

everyone else, knows ·the odds are with him. If 1 had his 

odds, f' d take them every day at th:e racetrack. ·.'. There . 

simply is no effective det~irent to the commiss'ion _of - a 

crime today in~his ciountry. 
.i 

Former Governor Byrne of New Jersey is a good . friend of mine 

for many , many y ears. I ·campaigned for bim. I like him very 

much. He's a nice man. A couple of times he veto~d the 
t~ ~~ 

death penalty. When ,;he did that, he vetoed the mandate of the 
' 

peopJ~r.::;rt,,lpecause they ;-wanted it. He didn't do his job. 
. ~ 

He 

wasn't acting as the public servant he was elecied to be. · (I'm 

sorry, Brendan.) . '~;., 

He wrote to me that these were his per~onal convictions, which 

: ·.• -~ .' 
~ ; :-_,,:.- .~ 

~~t. 
,, ·\ ·;•:,.f 

.r~'r-~f 
t· .. 1 ·<f 

<,:'~ 

_. :~ ~ .• 
'; 

:.1 __ 
. . t:.~ 
··. aL'. 



! 
i 
' f 
! 
r-

t 
r 
I 
I 1 . 
' 
I 

I 
I 
I 
( . 

l-("· 
t 
i 
' I 
I 
t 
i 

i': 
i 
! 
! 

I 

l :-· 
i, 
f •_, __ ---
L ;· 

i · 
i _ 

! 
! 

!-

t. 
1 
I 
l 
f •:' 

!. .. · 
i ' -· 
;. · 

' 
E 
l:. --
t ..,._ -~ . 
r 
h 
; 

. !:, ii~ ~· 
.. ~! , .. 

·>.-i -~ ---_,, 

he could not r~.µ~diate in all good' conscienpe-. ' i , __ suggested 
- ·i - . , 

to Brer1dan that'_ in that case, he become a -c'blumriist or an · 
.. . '.1· .. ~t: .. · - . 

author, and theri· he could say and a·o whatev~r- he pleased and• --

didn't have to b~ accountable to the p·eop'~tl :, ' 

The overriding r ·esponsibilit~ of our elec~e~ :officials is to 

the peop;I.e. Th~y ~re public tervants. And ·! there is no acco_unt-
- .1 l . 

. ability to us, 'c!,nymore. · People ha\,e to be ·~~countable for . · 

the wrongs that~~hey do. We learn thi~ when ·we are two years 

old. If y ou d~
1
something wrong, you get puJiihed. Except, 

~- i 

of course, _ if you live in America and are -sd - f ierc-ely' pro-
.~ I . _,..: ; 

-·: ; 
.. ·1 t. 

·'·?) 
tected by so maffy , misg,q:ided souls. ;?: ._ 

.f/ . ··.· .J· 
-~., ... l. 

What Is it like ii be a victim . of violence j j :\ yo_u '2:haven It ex
' I 

:., . ·, i 

,l.1, . 

per ienc.ed ·-- it.? Al-1 .of you fellows see it• eve~yday :- . but no 
•·. . ' .. -• ~--

. amount of read:i,ri:g , or ;hearing about .:11: · will hbip _- you • to · 
::-- ~ ~ -.<•.tr 

understand the rn,erital and physical a.nguish -- ~f 1-t. . The dis- _ 
. . ; . ·•;. ,' .. . " ·-:;) 

. 1. 
,,..;, J • 

beli.ef that this /'•;:eally happened _to:: you. ' ,, , ,._._ 

·r~ ' 
.. '¥ 

t 

The fear, the nightrnar:es, the violation, th~-!disruption of . 
. ,•·· 

. ~-~oiif lif~ and tli~, lives of the ones you lov~'~· the withdrawal, ' -
' ' . ! . : 

the depression that follows, and sometimes leads to a nervous 

breakdown, as it dii f n my case. And I'm not a nervous girl. 
\ 

The dehumanization, the loss of faith in government ., in 

.:,,: 

.' ~ -· ·, 

• ~ f:'•f. __ ~ ! 

. ,._-··_. _·_;-;t .. , 
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God, and in mankind. 

; •. 

~ ·; 
.-··, i 

.l 

. ·; •. ) 
i 

· -:· 

' . 

· , 

Often a total loss of motivation and 

concentration, · the futility and ~he\ hopeless~ess, the 
I . . :!-

staggering financial burdens, the permartent ~:iisabi,li ties, 

the terror, the injuries .and the .death. -
. j":.· 

The knowledge that, not unlike a chiilid, you~~e no l6nger 

in control of your own life anymore. Those wounds that 

will never heal. And the knowledge .that you will ~ever 

feel safe again , CI know I won't ) • .' · or be quite the · same 

person again. 

·-, 
' . . . 

And if that weren;'. t enough, · then. th:e victim, · .goes th:rough 
•'J,'_ . 

what we call the\ ''second injury" . . ·. The -apathy, ' ihe -ca"l:lousriess, 

and the kn9.-wledge that you are just another .case 'number . . 

The total injustice of . ,; justice"· as it exist~ i~ this country · . 

today, The discovery : of_ that elaborate; arid: very ef-f ecti ve 

wall of protection, that "has ·been.- successful,1y _ erec·t:ed arou.nd 

the criminal . in this country, through artificicil an'd con- · 

tri ved loophole~ in the law~ ft-' s <'a joke. ·· iThe constant fear 

pf,. retaliation, ';the shock · when one 'realizes ;just what the 
. J,p,l-'J· --~fJ.1 . :· 

American criminal justice system has become·: And what a 
. ' i• 

misnomer ·that is! The delays, the postpone~ents, . the loss of 
' j;. :) 
\ t 

wages and sometimes'· one '' s job, as . a result df serving under •· 

a subpoena as a witness. The unp1~_asantry Of being finger~ 
·/t . 

printed. The humiliation of a rape 

member it well. .: · · 

examinaii?n·/)·. re-
i I . -.. . . 

·,-; . . · · ..• 
i 
:i 

. t 
. '. ~ 
. _·, ;. ·, 

' ·, 
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. ·;,· .... , 
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·.,:· ·; 

,.·.,. 

·, 
1 · 

'' J ,, ,, 'I 
' i ,. 
, j ' 

... 

. 1· , 

and rather I!m writing my autobiography right ncfrL than 
1: ' 

. ~ _;_ ! . 

· talk about it, I' 11;·:' just read to you £.rom the P;ages of, my 
·- ,. ' 1 ' . 

book which has not .been published yei. 
i · 

It wa$ after the 
,. ,. 

rape when I was taken to the, I believe, Nass~u County 
. ' . :'. '' .· .\ ' ' ' 

Medical Center. I { m really not sure ~where I ~as taken. 
' ! 
.i 
I 

IIIn the examining room at th~ hospital, I lay \on a metal 
·I 
I . 

table. It felt cold through my thi~robe." .• (jThis was, 
' I . . . I . ' 

ladies and gentlemen, following a performance :pne night 
I 

i 

7. 

at the Westbury Music Fair, when I weht back t 'p the Howard 

Johnson Is Motel) . ' .The door was in locked posi~ ion, and with 
~ I 

slight maneuvering, . (as the people from the Na~sau County 
,' ' ' ' ' .,, '. ·-: ; . ! 

Pol i ce Department-.. cc1.n. :tell you) , ·'' the door was tble to · be 
. . . . I 

opened. With a , c~urt order six months later r in :i0% 

,:~r •. . : ' r 
of the rooms that were examined, the same. th1n9 could be 

. I 

I 

done. In the room ·r had stayed, the door had lhever been 
'· ! 

repaired. The slash in the ·screen docir was still there -... ·1 

I , . . I . 

six .or seven months after the fact:• The '. .rbom Was Spartan-

bare' except for a s 'ink with 'a peµ9-} , :: a clock, ! the metal 
,<.;., ___ . . i 

table and me. I ~~ited for one hour and 'five ~imutes ·._ I 
q 

1,1. .. 91; r-~.r":-; . . .. . .. 
shal~~never forget that feeiing - th.at devastating 

' ! 
isolation -

so completely shut off from the rest of the wo:tlld. 
: 1 

! 

At that moment, I never felt less like · c·onnie Francis. But 
. ·_;\ 

then again, I never felt less like a human beitjg either. 

. !. ,., . .,:·• . 

\ 

.. ,. 
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At the police station lying there in my yel~ow robe and 

in my misery, one tholi'ght consumed me. "I'~l make things 
j 

normal again! I'll just do my show! 
·I 

Of co~rse! I '11 go ' 
"" ! 

right back on that stage tonight." 

Everytime when bad things happ~ned in my life, singing on 

stage always seemed to rriake them better. FO:r me a stage 
, .. 

, ._ •. _· J 

9. 

or recording booth, · is the singl.e most n_atur:~l place to be." ( I 

don't know how .to· be nervous with people~)" i Every single 

one of those nights, I did my show! Why cant I do, it now · 
f '. • • 

Why ·should tonight 1be any different?.;• :~ 

But it was; A stage wasri' t som!=thinsr I wouldn't .see for sever.al 
,. .... ·-.. · 

thousand nights to come. ,i 
,. i 

~- 1 .. 

! 

=::-·, ..... 

Clinging desper~tely to my plan, it wa~the Jn1y thirig 
. ' 

that got me thro~gh that day. I . don't ternell').ner how I got 
. i 

to the police station.. I was taken to ·a roont .,... still wearing 

that yellow robe, , still unwashe.~ - a ·nd questi;oned 
. . ' . . . ., :::• ... ·. --~·.'. . ! 

by· two maie 

police officers :. \. When they asked m\( to tell \them what . \ 

: 
. ~P~Jimed; I just s 'tared at :them blankiy " • '' (:I · !think the ·officers 
.,f' ,, .. ,... . . i ' 

said in court that I was .rocking back and fo;~h. I ciied 

hysterically~ rockin[ back .and . forth in "~¥ se·~t . like <a baby.) . 

I 

".During this time,' while I alternated between ; periods :of 

. ~ i 
-,~ 

,, i .. 

' ,i. 
\ 

i 
! 

,.··. 
~. , . 

. . . . ' 
. :~.~, •. : .,~._;· '_! • 
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-;~1ft?''/,!!~(/{t\- .. -.. ·· 
~ ';· ' ·,· . 

. :11:~~;; . '."-

__ ,., _- -•~ .,, __ ,-;;~ r "~'.{{;f ?.>::: ." 
~ ·~ ,:.·-- ·.I . t ',' 

, ;\: ·,< r: :;i: c 10. 

:\\g1\t __ '. ·.' :,- ,,._ ·. 
.-_•_::,:!.' > , 

; .'_1·' 

1 uc idi tY and. p t~ocis of hy s ter fa;,} ' .:r•ff :i er'~rit~d : .. s0 
that the police -would __ be able to __ tel;l "/~y :' ~~p-nts from any 

,.}·;_ ·., - .· { - . . .. . . . :, 

o thers they· rnic;fht; _ find ' in the ' room ; Only :~ate: ·did it 

··,1,;.:; -,_ 

.. · ~ ~ - -

s trike me as odd; that. I, the victi m, · was' f i1ngerprinted -

_.j:I?{{ . -.. · .. · ..... l ike a 

• ·. · ·.,· .. , ·. , • ·•c.. -.: _ _,_>,\), "" 
How can I talk to these _ men? How :: could. ariy man know 

·-· ... ' ' . . .. -. ··-:_~,a~ ".- '.'.:"':\_/.:: ;.-:_ ·";<~'.~ r! 
the ·disgust' I ?t'=J:_]? ,-~,ig~t ,now ... . 

·, , __;- ----_,/.-._·-_.-.•·11_ --::i , .. , 
---i • . . ~<-'- -~ :. 

-· the y couldn't, i t's impossible. ·_ I ,::won 't_' --~'J:J just ·can!t 
. : ./'.)_.,_ . . ; ~:--· ._.:•:: 

not talk to them. Finally , ·thank :God, ·:tfief left and 
... :._.. ..·· .! . 

two women enteted the room - twb'.}i:~i~~;fe.poliCe~ 
women; • . I wanted· to throw my arms ·· a:round .tl:fom and< em-

the s~lf~loathf ng 

I can 

,,.,,·,11 ·'P -< !\<·· "<?> . r: <L ---- --
b race them. · ;T'ifel t a bit of reli~f, ·rand·:,1 ). told ·them <· 

sketch\ly~ ,~s ~&:h as I 9ould t:~~i';;.~~;!~ijfof . at this 
Point'. _ -, . -.. ,_,;--,.-\ -:-,: ._, ... . _...-:·. ,-,·.·•.':,· ,-, ,. 

,, 
,,. 

' For months - years afterwards 
<;"-': .. -.•- ,):j-;'. 

wotilc(:wake up in · cold 
u· · l 

sweats, shatte.ied by the graphic:: :rife'Jcf£ies., j'the horrify iri-g, 
\~-· .-. ·_:_·-- ; .: -··r -. 

chillirig d~tai1s of thos~ hoctf s ;.: these: ·t9ppghts I wi-11 

surely . live wil 11 the· re·st of my il fe •- 1:, fh~·/·ones I' 11 .,, ·:-. A -- . - . : r ,--.:• - ... ·-• . .. , - ' • 

:;r ;:•.,> :·.\--~~~ , .·: 1<·: _,_ ·· ,·_.· ·. ·· ·_ ·;,_:.: .,-,-,.:./ . J. . ':\~i: --

- never 'be- able .t? block ... from my -mi~d. : :::,Arid . ~om~ of -\ .he'~-e 
. , . , .. -~~ .. 

t h ings ' I k new > ~ve'n then, I Id \ n~V~r :feii'' ,*hothe:r i .iying ,. ·' 
r.~. -~~~ -. " •- .... ,. •·--,.~::-,,

1

: /:_i_,_·.:<)!·-:_··;\-~.{- . i?-·-~: · 

.. ·:: .._: ___ :, ~.i'°, - . l 

s oul. A,nd . I :ne.ver have. 1·;r. --· · 
,_, i 

' , ; 

11

' Di d he say anythi'ng to ' you during the' -acti its elf, Connie?z;(i. :._· , 
if, 

Donna .Alden, the nice policewoman 0 ~ _t ~e -.~rpe squa·~, : ~nteB 
, .. ": . J .. • 

, ,. 
·(! t o kno_w. 

·!'•~· · .. . -':·-•:::. 

•.';.,_:,. 

.,' . .-. 
,. , r 



:·•: • , 
;,:· 
,) 

: ~ . ~· .... 

-~·-.-~·-. 

I nodded ·emba~rassed. 11 flhat dear?~, 

I looked int6 hei kind eyes and th~n 

to move more, 11 ·r barely whispered•;\ 

"He told 

They took me into a room with a 

see six or seven men, black men, 

I could 

II -

Tell us something the rapist said to ,youl ' Conniel' -~ ~ . ) 
the policeman asked me. _ 

,\\' ! 
" He said ... he asked me, ; 'IHow bld/ido· yoi.r ''.:t:Bink -I am? 

\7 __ .--.·.\\,'.;·•, .... ,'.•.·•-)/\:}/ft'.:-·- . -
•·. i· 

Each of these ·. rfren, in turn, repea't.'ed thEitsJ~_tence: · · How 
• : .. ~., ~l: 

·';:,"( 

old do you :think I am? 11 · 

Then suddenly 

·, .. ~:- "j : 

. ,/· /:" ,_;.:,.>,,_ .·,f 
heard .that voicef · S-li,ghtl\y New England; 

----_·._--·•·· .<1· incongruous, ' not black. ·" That's r1irh! '6h ·Glod, I'm sure 
,•.'. 

that's him! " I screamed•, . As the door, to · th.]e -corridor flung 
?t ... ' 

-..: ·1 ' 

open, (I underi3,tand that this is not_ police! practice. It's 

:f~tt something that occurred - 'p~}t of .·the '''~roup Of men 
I-

filed ·. out:, and T saw him there. doubt .about · i .t ! __ 

I'll kill him! 

:/· 
r flung myself at him, mindlessly screamin~ words I 

-l 

have never said before in public or in priy~te. r : 
. '· . :! . ~ 

:! . 



. '.:\;;tf :·,Pt . :?J'.,:'.!~il~;~·t:~% . 
' ' Because of the unusual : andY:delica:te, ~sp'~•c·.ts~ '.Qt j:his ·ct,ime, , 

· •.,.- · - · _. < · · , · ::··-?; :;;:;;C:>}<:>;,i\l°' ~.:> . _ _:,:, , " ·'. 
this · victim,. above - all, shpuld he tfeat~c:f :-wt:si dignity . 

-', , 13. 
'··· . 

and sensitivity ~t/ a ·iirne when she J t f~~ '} s~:j f rd, vul- . . ,« 

nerable, violated : :intirnid~ted and. ?~ry_ .9f~::ijJ _in shock. rt ; 

took me Orily s~vef years ·to · reco~~~;1:{1;1}l\l;5 i 
, , , __ ,•:,i;f•,·:);ttt> ' , ' ·,, , , 

One depressing 1971; New York statistic ''".f .Z,.4_15 : founded ,:._ 
-. . . · . _, -: : · · · L: . : : :: . t:J: ,,; · . . -.-

rapes. 1,085 arrests. ··•· 10·0 cases .we.ht tt.> 'the'1·Grci;nd Jury. 
, . , :: ~~f , ,: , ~ , ' ,, .J ' , , , 

You got 34 indictments, 18 . convictions. , Thatr s like .1%. 
• . . • ~· ·": f ., ,- -,~ 

.,.,. ,;:-._;. ' .. :1 
Don' t check me on ma th. I 'm lousy _ at math; :.-; 

f 

-l:. 
While a woman's sexual · .history may be trotte& 6:ut before , a 

'.;' , • >·· ,· , \t' ,i, 
.jury and all the ~orld to know the;·mari's sexual hi'story., 

.including · 5.0 piey} qus .1aJ7)co,;~{;·t'i~~ 11:ii fi}t, m~Y. not ··•·•·· 
be introducerl. ,, . t > · 

-.~ ~ . ,. . : :; . -~:-,.r ,;,, 

>f ··.·_ i· . 

. Rape carries in it'· the fear among · m'a)es oi' :t,aU:se -· accusati0n ~ · 
:'' ·.. .; .:·)~·.;: ./!~:::-:,.:_;::- )·~ .··\_·_._ - -,. ' . 

_A New York City :f;ei:nale 'Rape Squad fbund \ that ·, pnly 2% .'fof all 
,. ,.-., •'. : , ' .: . , :>'''i ,_ }q,'' ,' ,,, , , ' 

rape c.omplaints were .false - 2% - about , the same f~lse report' · 
. . ·-·> .. ~·-Ji.,;-~. . 

: __ .~ifJ; . 

·rate tha£ is u~ual~for other k~rtds ,6£ felonie~; 
,_: --~--~i ·- 1 

··.t: ·- .. : ~-:'·. -:·::, .'-T< 
·. /,;? ' 

., .>:.}7:_y,f , , , 
As a well-known individual , I have absolutely ·no right to ·-. . . ! . . 
complain . . :, As a human pein,g, I have e:ver,y rigpt to complain. 

, l 

, . r,.,f 
I was treated quite 'royally all the way downithe . line by our 

, , _' · ,, ,j: , ,, , 

"Criminal Injustic'e syste~" as 1 called . i t / 1 let, s make no 
·- . ' ·,;\.\>' . ~ _. ' __ ,. ~.r::. 

mistak~ ab_out it - , that's exactly · wnat it is T.j.;.j:u?t .what _it 
,- ··. ,· . 'i, ·•· ):":+:>.:: , 

says--a system of justi_~e for th.e cr:1.m1nal.> -.i.· ·.· •. ,. ;t~F'; . 

.,,.-·•: 

, . "·· ·/, 

· . .-, 
. :-~ .": " 

-.~·. 

.-'";.,~_;--; 
:'-· 

- ~-· 



. / 

,, ... :Jf .... 
. _;,:, ·~·: . 

?: l.i:•;: 
·~ : '! .. ;. !-; 
. ·.·•.-· 

- ;:;•:~ ~ 
,:/-. 

14 . 

.-, ':.-·-·· 

. -:· -::.-;::r:_ - . -",. - ; 

But I am . c9nni¢; Fr~ricis and ~ i viJ~-•-, ,,F\1;~rti:\ J1e thousands- of .;: : 

letters . I Ive . re~ei ~~a over the ye;rst:: I . kI(t~:' that ,this spe;cial 
.. ,,-.'( 

· mos~ '. vi_~·tirils ~er:· Not so: much: by treatment . is nbt accorded 

::: kb::: t i:a:t • a~ by , the "!~~t~f \~t1r,;:t:• ! It just doesn 't 

.. ,.··(_·:-.:i.:: ·/):+ .. 
You. law enforc.entent. ,dffic"ials see' ~o rn:any ·r.n1re vi'ctims tha_n you 

',; ....... -'_._,:-.. _•,.. . . • 1 

. :::,:-, ... _, _ _ . ./. ,.-:· 

do criminals, -and after a while even: ·}the 1nbs·t · wel 1-:-intentioried ,·-:_ 
't .. l 

of you becomes • hardened and inur~i:i :,fo ·., the}t· ,plight. I 9t1ess 
-~ .~:.;~-0:\\~ :·."_ .. --~---... ,_> :-~~?::~:i\lJ;::· -- ·. : .. ~:_,._ 

you have to· for. your own sanity. '.. "But \ v1he_r¢·0 e.xactly does ··. 
, . \···~ :.. . - _-_. . -.'..>. · .. ;\}?;:,;(;-{_~:)·;;_:_\:/·\_-._-::::\:-;\,:L ·, ·- .;:_ . . 

that leave the ·v:ictim? ' A.nd who is t 'ci '.bei'<}::):°~s : champiOn? r ·>" 
' . . f. 

·•. -. ..,'·-\'•:~,;:·' . ;'~ ·:'<~-- . ;.,j ·. _ .... -•' .. --
have yet ·:to sing songs; ' :but' ;for :tibw. ·I~ gue'ss .:it Is me. 

. ,., ;~.t;_:,::~; ~ <.j::•,i,_:_i'"·'.,J)_'..~.-;•:· .. :~:_,\-i_!,;·.-·'. · .. ' \ . < · . 

. : .. \¾.•~.:·· __ .. :~ :_: -_ . --~.::\·:r :- ·: -· -,.: 

-.~ie' :• . . .i;r;, ~- , . .-.. _ _._,/_-:·{~,'. -~. . .· . 

This is my proposed Bill of Rig:h;fs. ·T ·1:a lli.ke to:,- first of 
-,,. ··;1.-.- - . • -~ _,\;/.::!--::·._·_.!- . 

'.' ·_-.,~--

a 11, ieave thi '$ .... Convention, have :·a pi:\~·~~: :·c·orifl:~rence and . :tell 
. , ,) . . , .. · . >, 'iY: : :\ · :'::_'·l: 1

i:':' /. . ·· :· ·:r <-.,: · 
the Al'tl~rican p'eople that you' .re .. 'g_.c:fqci,:):JUYf:,]:· Ybµ'>re ' not th,e . 

. ' . . . · .. -·:•; . _., _· .. ?\::~-:;_.:'·'.::~>:t·(;.·'·:;.-._:,.:~~~~-itt-:./:-·: . ·,,~_ ·-·. 

::::~~ P::::~. . ~::' r:o:g:: i:;:~ /.Ji'?_:•,:_:_;r .•. :.; .•. ·.•·,•·r.•;i. :_ ..•. · .. ].·_;-t, y9U •·ve 
.. i["<.;_'{.-.:_,-,•. • • ' 

• :i:•_.:,,·-' '• ·,./·\')· . I,:._. l i ~ J f , . . , .·:•._,:·. •:, .. " ,' , .... J · . 
. ,:~: ':l ·1 

··riook :at. ' t he md~ ies 'that: come out···_of '~Holly~pod.. Hotly\'/o'oc1' ... ' 

fare like 'Serpico' The Seven-Up~ )r;·T:tl~•.';~-h,cii bboys .. You w.on '-t 
. --~-·) _. ,.-_ ,~{ ' ,. . -~ ·--.'.~f?::;:_·:.'>·:,:,;};.f/:t\'·:.~--~,~·;_ .. · .. -~= .·- ·.-;.,_. 

win friends a 'nd··· i,nfluence people :.with,. 'tho$)~ ,,movies. :so . you , . 
•·- .. , . . ., . ,-

had better go ,out, and be your own 
, ... ·,: 

' - ... ··< 

.. 
I'm speaking to - who's the .;i-irn, who 

~ •• ' ,I • '. ' 

j 

.. ·. , 



\,-· 
.. _ .• f ·• 

15. 

was speaking with us at dinner in the :public; . :reia.tion$ depart.:_ 

rnent? Doug_ ... -~ .. He . puts ,out; newsl~tt~'ts ;\ ;;~ '- ; ·:\~o:~thly ,basis' .,_, 
-- ,--~- ·.\~:~t~· __ · _·• -~-~'.:;: ~ _·-;· ,.. ::--:{ .. . ' '. . 

and I asked him if he features po.lice '•foe,n anq rht:; ·.said II Yes: ' . 

Once a year. II I said' "Why? 
.. · . -.-. · -- --~_"./>--r~:\ . .:~- -,.- - .,-_ .·.: . . - ·- · , •. - _ 

Why do11-':':t '.you ,. fe~ture a policeman ·. 
-_; . ' . 

throughout the country a month? 
.. ,., 

irnpo:ttant. 11
· 

Ti\f ~:1~ ;~~r::~o diif iCU1 ~ . .. ·It' s 

,-, ' ~-
.. -----~- ·:_.•, -----~-:\·.-··,r-.:-:-

!1 
'·-;-

·! ~ ·. 
··,·' .,.:· 

And Jim, you said, ·11 The pl7ess doesn:),t want ·t? print that.II 
.,.·-, 

You're wrong. 

. ; . 

America's a country j -,1 th .J · g:i;e} t big ,;kind 
. .- .~ ::·:-.~~- · •. · ... --.-:.,.·:.·· _7. i--~-\l· - · 1 - • .-

· heart. 

, i us t interested in , neg a tivk ~tori~ ~/1. T~!.~{tf f :? ~ a •· .. ·.· . 

ref.lection. of what Is happenj ng in :tli·~ <countryl.: '.' They rep_ort 
. ' ' "7. ',: ?} >(TI}:![ .,·. 

<:·i::j{ it as it -. is. 

' . "•;<-; ·.·" 

Why do you .k-~ep 'th~ good things y;if <sdo .a ;;c~cfs:e\y,;.guarqeq 

secret? You dcm It:: gE=t .any points ' for :rnod~s~.J; ,gentl'eme~ > . 

interest ·stories. We love to cry': ... Go out arid tell the 
,'. 

,.peap1le about ·the. good things that .you do, ·2._ '' :fH:e . rnany -:al tru.1.stJc. _,;• ''". ;t -, • • • •. • i>:':.) :'"·. ·• , _':\;,e .. r.•. • •,:. • . ·. I 

and unheralded services you do fot/ ~h~ pubiIJ .. ' : (T wish .'' .. . . . ' : .. :, 

I could work £,or · you guys · for a 
,3 ! 

This is the Bill :~£ Rights: 

' 

,. 
,., -~---· 

, .. , . ·-.. 

\ 



,;_ 

. \ ( ~. ' ,. 
-~ .r:{~~~: ·: :t:·tt1t'· 'i i 

~~> '};(/t . 
16. 

,·-!·' 

1. 

;':,,;;:;,),'" •· 

THE RIGHT oF THE VICTIM·, To BE. ,T~i{;Ii··#ti:~:,:,:1GNr•rri 
··. · .... :.-,,, ... · . . •• . ·.· .::·J:·. . 

• ' -~ ..... '.•',: ... ,.; '! ";,(.'. :_ ..... .-~- ), ' ·, .. _, 

AND coNsroERATioN ·. AND ·To RECEIVE 4 '.:0RpIAl/].'~s.:sISTANCE _ 

FOR THEIR coo;·ERATION · . ... ... · . >'. ··:· ~:'.;f:·:\-i··:t;?(./:/)}:_::\:",•.:·. ·•·:"•:- '• 

•• :·-~ . H • ••• • 

< ·•. ••:_. :. • ·~ I 

>-. . .'.· ':'" _' -< :;~·:_,·:~<".i·: 
FOR THE FAMILY .;TO BE NOTIFIED . IMMED'iATEL:f 1<::>F' HOSPITAL-

....... . .. . · . . . :;. /tii/} .. i}t:::, 
IZATION OR EME .. RGENCY. ·R,....0'1 TREATMENT ·.,\·.·,.,.,_.y, .. .:1.:.•i,;'··· . . u. l.~ . .' . • ' . ·. -•, '• ... _:>\{ 

2. 

-.:. , _ 

::. ;? ?i:~\}\:};:: ... 
TO BE GIVEN INFORMATION AS TO THE PRqGRESS; OF A CASE 

3. TO CALL IN HIS OWN ,COUNCIL. 

4. 
. ' . . . . . . . ,- .... ; ' · .. : i .. :·. .•; ·. . ' . 

FROM THE INITIAL POLICE-INVESTIGATION OF :THE ·cASE TO 

1·rs FINAL DISPOSITION. • . . . ~ . ' '"(';),'~ijlh • • . 
5. TO CONFER WITH ::!HE . 'PR0$ECUTOR '0R) £TS..'!'.;B,I~!f .:J iJ\T0RNE); ,> 

AND TO · HA VE ~?JcASE Ext LAIN[D rJfiA~,I{~.f f ~~, \ ·. ' ·: :~ . .... _,.., ... 

. 6. TO BE INE:.0RMED OF ANY DECLSIONS'rnEGAR:DING: fUS ' CASE.-
.. . . . .. , .·. ·:::;:.>;:.:,<·::::_.::;·<: :b·J .. 

ON BAIL, 'PLEA :BARGAINING OR SENTENC:ING .c:·1 .i'Y ; . · 
· . . . . : . · '?? ~ :-:,_:i,._/;>'_Lf\' . , . 

7 • TO BE INFOBMED '. WHEN-. HIS OFFENDER .,.J-.IAS '._;·BEEN) ~~EASED 

.FROM BAIL, PAROLE OR P~SON SENi~i~,f::l'~;f }If ., 

,,-•.·.: 

; .. 
-, ... 

8 •· TO BE NOTIFIED·\OF ANY DELAY OF :POSTPONEMENT OF HI$<< 

:.p PEA~NCE . IN ~6ciRT : , .· . ·. · .;;:i:·ttt~t~tl; . . .,:< . . , , .'. · · .. ,, 
ri•; , !.t\ ~now .this is \::hard for -you ·fellas_, . bfca\19:~ vej:y''often .· 

-~,'( • ·' . ,,,. . 1·'. :-•·,· 

you do~, t know ·~. you, re not notifi.ed,j;: ·fAri
0~:,·,\::th~ c;iininal , . 

. . . ;,• . . .· . '\::>. ·::::/.···:: ·Ff,. . .··.·. . . . ... 
decides to show ·up whep -· he's in good v,pice;:W,.).ike t •he .. 

. ·' ,:.,,·:. ' . . .. '· .. :.>,._, . . ', .. . ::·.i\·'·:_if•f:\\'.;· ,,. ·:.. . 
first Monday in ;6ctober, or whatever:, ' ;;t:nd. :Y:OU dort .'t · 

··.:.. . <:·., .. • . ·, . . .. \ · ,. 

know either, so . you can't notiry ·th·e ':/\9:t·i~:. But .Owheri -

:you can, you shoqld )because vict:illl/ a~a :;_Jr~Wesse~ 

·· ·:;ljJl\l:,r: ... ; " , 

. -.'.·.· ' ' 

.. , , '/ .. 

: .. -~~· •'. ... ·• . 

.,::".-i .. 

~' ~' . . (. 

. . ':, _ -~ 

\ 

. :,.-
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17. 

... _ .... 

their pay. 
. · .. --· . .; ;~;\t(\ ~ : ... 

They can lose their- j6bs·j ~ 
. ·: 
•·· ' 

9. THE RIGHT OF · THE VICTIM TO HAVE .HTS: MEDICAL, EMO".pIONAL 
. ' : . . ·'..f 

10. 

AND EMERGENCY: NEEDS TAKEN CARE Of BEFORt:!·bEING Q.'9ESTIONEO • 
. ··•_-::t ., 

(The offender's defense attorney will see;· to it that you do 

at least this for his • "man' and. '.-~t·, ~he ·:,takpaye'r '' s ' expense.) 
.· ] 

THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM 

VICTIMS ADVOCATE GROUPS 

HELP ANP FOR THE POLICE 

TO BE N•6rirFfED ·1~#} WHAT CRIME 
·.; .. ...., 1 . 

~·· __ .· ,_:.: . "~ .. ,·i•. 1 

AND 'RAPE' CRIStS CE:NTERS <CAN 
I 

•• · I 

TO woRK·.::cLOSELY:.h vf:rTH THESE 
i 

. i 

GROUPS AS SOON AS THE VICTIM IS ,: BROUGHT t~'ro THE STATION. 
·> ~ :·• /:~?,_,,. 1 . . \.,' 

(And; if you do, then you will see an -i~ediate turn around 
' ,' • •• •. • . I 

i n public att-i tude toward the poli'ce . d-~~artment .-, This is a 
:;:~~: '. .·, :··._:··?~~- i<t(~: :•/\!·!. ,~. ·, .. l 

sensitive area, and · :( feel tha:t> pe"rhapS"!YOU and•, I together' 
,'1 ' . . ?,,;;:> j 

can help to genera~e ·a spiri~ .6f · ~~o~~~~tion ai~ unity 
. :- '., i 

~- ;·,, ' ... . ·, ! 

with these groups. They1 re usually setf~less peop l e .. 
' < · · · _ .. ,\ r. ;· ·'·.-- ,·, • ·_,,: t · 

I am sure mahy police consider : the~e· ·.groups meddlesome, 
. . . . ,· ! .•· 

but ·many ?f these agencies do -~elp·: imm~J s·eiy -. I know 
. . - !'•• .. -_·.·_, ... , ... '. J.·· 

they Ive prevented many girls f :iiom '.,cohutiifting suicide . -
1•: - ' 

that I've sent there~ and they. ~a;·\:•r~i{~ve ,you of many 
,' !. 

burdens and make life eas i'.'~b for you.'): _-.../"' 
' ' 

,11-:L:::::i ARRANGE FOR A-. FEMALE OFFICER --Tcr :±NfERVIE~-A vrcTIM or RAPE. 
~- .. ,·: I. 

I 
1L2. TO HAVE INVESTIGATORS . AND E'IELI) '"OFFICEi~i f FAMILIAR WITH .·. 

. . .::. :'· _.; . .' :· •. _:\:;_:··!- _.. 

THE CASE, LEAVE . CALLING CARDS SO VI-CT'IMS / CAN CONTACT 
·•-::,_;: ! 

THEM EASILY - 24 HOURS A DAY, IF NECESSAfY ·.-. ,, 
:. ·r 

. i 
.1· 

,i 
.:: 

,j 
. J 
.·_ .t 
'· i 
_·j· 

AN 

~ .'.•' . ' . ,. ' 

. \ . . .... , 

·,_i: 
: _::-, 

. • ,_ ;.'•', 

• '." ·::.-1 
~:; 
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! . - ,·. •. 

"ALE~T SYSTEM" OF SOME SORT • . 

( It Is an aw;f;ul feel~ng to walk out · ;<::if fha.t ,precinct'. , . 
. . . . 

You feel so scared~) 

' .,,_ 
., 

13. rro PROVIDE INFORMATION AS TO WHAT. STATE COMP:::NSATION 

EXISTS UNDER THE LAW FOR . VICTIMS '.of ·cRlME BY FIELD;· 

OFFICERS AND AT POLICE 'HEADQUARTERS. THIS SHOULD BE 
;_· ;·· 

POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOA~D *o ·PEQPI..E JcA.N . SEE . TT. 

·. ·; ' ) .. 

14. THE RIGHT OF . A VICTIM .TO PROCEED ·IN CIVIL SUITS FOR 

TO .BE A;LE . TO ~.;2~~ · A LT~N -ON REC OVERY OF DAMAGES -
:>,· .. -·:--. ;'. ) ., 

. - · '. ' ·:· . __ , -•., •.. -.· . :,i ;'\ ' :;' . :··._ ·;, :: :· -•. ,., .. \~: "'.,. : ' 

.ANY PROFITS . -RECEIVED BY HTS :ASSAILANT /RS · A RESULT ·oF 
... )[• .;(t_ ·,' 

· THE SALE OF HI s · STORY To' 'iHE':MknxA·> . · '"; · 
.:.~ ·-, . .- ... 

(This i _s being done Tight rfr,w,,\;in ~-~~/: ·;~rk;'.:~ in . the . 

Jack··,?A,bbot . case.) 

15. THE RIGHT OF. A VICTIM THROUGH .: THE us~'(dF :P,HOTOGAAPH:S 

l,S EVIDENCE_, : TO HAVE HIS 

RET URNED TQ HIM EPEEtILY 

.. .. . 
. I, ~•• - '.: . ;•, . - _ _ . ';. j' ' ,· ' ' . 

RECOVERED.··, II;)ENq:'lFIABLE PROPERTY .·. 
,,:/:-;~ ) 

.-:;':J?Rovrmti? HE-;kAKES sucH· 
• I • • ,.'.•! 

PROPERTY AVAILABLE FOR TRl;AL / J;,F_' NECESS!\,RY. 

I got a . le, ter a f .ei~ weeks ag*:r · :tt .. was\ from the ,. , .:·· - -i~t 

'' parents of a murdered·, teen:-ag·e · girl; .. :.;r: ;_ w.as advised 
' -~';·:~ · . . :) . .. 

that after many' futile efforts ;on.; t\1ei·i;:; part to have ·. 
' •. . . ·. . ,_..,- ,•- .-, ·•_; _;_ _'.-:-,: · ... ' .,:•.i;., , .," .... 

their daughte~ Is'-'. posses~ions ; .~·cover~d } after three · 
! ,, ..... : . . .,!·., . 

. , . . ~ 

and a half years, her personal·: and sent'\i.mental · possess

ions had been auctioned off and put up lo~ sale .. . ( 'I 

wish I'd been their lawye~~ ) : ! 

·-~ 

... - ,-1 

.·•·· ., ., ... ,-· ~-:-

- .'.'.. . , . -.,,~ 
•,' _;,., • - -~. .l, 

. ,· ti ,.. 

j 
• 
' 

·-·, 

,• .-
.... -;.,. 

- ·.-, .. --; . 

;. '":; .. / 
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19. 

·•, ·. 

1 6 . THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO HAVE A VICTIM. IMPACT STATEMENT 

17. 

18. 

19 . 

i ,, . i 

PRESENTED PRIOR TO SENTENCING BY THEJUOGE. 

Just what effect, (don't .you think it s~ould b~ taken 
·-,.: 

into consid~tation) did this ctime hav~ t upon the vi~tim 
. . • -• r 

and his family? Psychologically , finan<hially, emotionally? 
. ) 

, f 

THE RIGHT OF THE VICTIM TO HAVE HIS ·EMPLOYER CONTACTED, 
i 

: :l 

SO THAT HE DOESN'T LOSE ijIS DAY' s· PAY 0~ HIS JOB WHEN HE 
~-- . 

RESPONDS TO A SUPOENA. 

• -1·· • 

, 1 : 
. : .! -

', ! ·, .. ) 

THE RIGHT TO BE FREE FROM INTIMIDATION. i 

Or as much as you pan give us / and that.{ isn't. much, 
-· !· 

[· . 

. 1s it? • Very diff icu1 t. A tall order a} .best. 
-.. :·-_. ' t. 

TO BE INFORMED OF POST-SENTENC!IN.G HEKRTNG AFFECTING ·THE . . , .. ~ .'' ! . 
l: 

.., ·1 PAROLE OF THE OFFENDER . 

I Id s1;p:e want to know if the '-i.ellow ih0
; [ r 'apecf ine 

was in the ~eighborhood. . :., 

2 0 . FOR THE POLICE TO ·PRESENT THE VICTIM i s ")coNCERN . IN ,. 
. . . . ~ ' 

CHARGING IN BAIL .. DECISION WHEN THE,.' VIC'I\IM FOR SOME 
,:,,_ Ir ~ 

REASON, PROBABLY HIS HEALTH, qANNQT iEi;PRESENT . . 

Rape is the only crime in> fhis co,.i'ntr: / ,i~here a victim 
\ 

in most jur -isdictions , has to prove? · h~~ . innocence, - where 
. ·, ' l 

. ' , ' 

the burden of proof automatically'>'shifti·s to •·the Victim. 

It is accepted w_i thout questibi:1 that'_ a \Robbery victim 

need not p rove he resisted, - ' ·that by· handing over his 

money he "corisented to the ac~ and th~iefore, there 

,. 

->:-:-



I 
! . ! .. 

?. •. 

; , / v --

·., 
... 1r .•• ·• 

.. 
was no era.me. Indeed, Polie:e· ·usb1liy·: .kdv·ise citi z~ri~ 

. . ·<·\ } : . . . . . 
not t o resist a Robbery . Successfur resistance to a 
---- . ' . ~--.. - ·-·:.,:.: •:' ;>~:-.:.) 

robbery these days is considered :.'1-1ero1c :. ·, Up' until a 
. ,., . .... - -· •: ·· -, -!. 

. . ·. . ·,.( 

few weeks ago, (r went up t6 A.),bany-:anal ·spoke to t;.he 
. . . . :; . ., •. :: .. i 

gentlemen up there) thPy · had a l~w :·•ca'~ led the 
·;;,:;-_' -.... · .. 

~:::n ::: /:::: :::::: ::~/:~~ii~{}i~i~~,Y:: :::s ::u te · 
,' ': '· :.~.···:: :,)f' i. 

:'. ., ... ,,:·-.- .-, . 

I told the gentlemen up there tha( i'f Ihad abided 
. .. _ -f 'r :··. · T . 

by their law, (which incidentially, .: is( contrary , 
"; ._ ·. -t.:~)? . :·:·· ~: .. _ ··: _. --1;,:<:i ·_ < 

to .wha·t 'the New YDrk City: Police ~Dej_:>~J:)tment 
~---- -.~ ~ · l 

20 -· 

tells vi ctims and what the r~pe-. cri ; ·~t~roups ·tell ·vic.t ims) 
,;! :- _ ·_/: · ~ -~ < .... '. ·. --\ ! ~ .; ·.-;~r ;_ . - I' 

if I had li.sten.ed ·to theffi, I . would!. ·be .dead now. I 
·.·. ·.- ·· ; . , . 

woul~:1 ' t be here speaking . wi~~ f 1fJ\•::;~j .· 
. .. v : ··• •:~\ - -~ . . ·_; ··:'(°f. 

:-- . ·-·•··: 

Even if y our assaii~nt isri1 

. :.1(',:\., 

·-:a.irne,cL, : :a_.· ~ oman i s just ---
physically weaker, a r..d shed~es ri.in ·th~ .risk of death . 

The man doesn't need a weapon ; . <y6~i'r:e~ stronger, you 
~ .:· ' 

big guy s out there. Wel l , wi ~en--t up / !t.here and finally 
-: 

., 
(They've heen trying since '74 to ~ef ~hi s law repealed) 

. • . - I 

and they did, thank · goodness, , :a· few :we~½: s ago . 
. :{ ; -- i. 

·•·1· · ':-'· 
:I 

:':/.l .. • -

Why is it in some jurisdictions J:'~:P!= i ~ · tantamount to 
· ·: 

i 

murder? Dallas eounty , we love yo_u. ,~'m tak'inga film 

crew down to Dallas Coun t y , and we' re ;filming a show 

called "Rape Spotlight · ori :t found out that 

~; ... . 

that 

. ', i~ . 

. ·. 
.., ; :' ,i . '. 
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::·,- -· 
!...·.-·:, :·, 

,_._ 

·':: .. -.--

•_··1.,,,, 

,_: ,. 

;,,_ .. : . ~· 

Billy Prince, (Hi Billy, if you're 

Dr. Pette, Steve Wade~ the prosecutor or;,;the( :DA; 
·:; __ .' ,<:~-.. . ,_., .,,, 

-.::_:_./ r ' ;: ;_,:_, ·-· _ •. , /~•.::·/;..- , .. ::·,t,---; 

(whatever it's called in Dall~~) and . th~ jud~es :~ 
~ -~- -<-~~:~Y: -. ~ , ( •· i-

( our judges - that's a subject for a whdle other ·ccm'-

ference) - all of them .,:in Dallas Coun~y-}iork:; ~:~;,~l her, -, 

and there's a Set% conv: ction r~te ~p r-:ti• }i1'.~2f}f 
"!ery , very high. -, ,,,, ' Ck,·\ .. (}}·--·· :_ .-... 

. ··<\.-, ,· /;, t--->::--<·:·-, ' 
... _._ r 

For a first rape conviction .in Dallas. cJiint; ', 
0

I · ·l ~-ink, 

, the sentence is seventy some odd years. ··:::-r : ~~f~:k•;·J-. .:. 
-•,:.;., . -;~) 

counties (it works for Dallas, i ( wn:~e;~f'~rks 

is fine) but in most cotrnties, it -wou:T& be· too. 

And (in .many :case t fwheif )p;h ti~:i;.\~~f :,< 
·-~\\,_,,:.> '. . • '. •.•L/ .. :1;'~• 

Let ' s cut ·-6:ff, 'h:i s ::'a.'rlns 11 ·0 tets use the dearth pen:al ty. 

It's not gonn a happen1 Jfolk~. 
. 'J.:>,., : l•~J. 

We iive fi'.f' A:meric'~\ -E We' re , 

not in Salem, you know: 

;-

/'~\ .' . · __ .\/_\.-,~-.: . .-.. · ·J: :',.-__.-::: . 
If the, sentence :1.S t90 st~1.,ct ,, 

':, ! 

, , , 

.. jury or judge will be reluctant 't:o i ,111po~et th;,kt ·:Sen'.tence. ' 
-Thei:e 

has to be certain gui~elines that: are -re·i1istic ~· jr f you men of 
. . i . . 

the law saw some of the heartb;~·akin,9 ie{ te/s .. ;:r: ··ie~~ive ('I • 
_.,_-'· ... ··., ,-{~ . 

wanted to bring some of them with . me) the -everlasti!ng · fear 
,. \ 

. and of the shattered lives of the victim~:· ~-~ thi~ -~rime,~ 

you might greatly change jour attitude. 

to suicide because "no 'one cared". 

. (' ; __ J· 
:,so many :v.:;ere · .close 

·! 

-~-( 
---i 

How would you men feel to have your bodies thus ~i~lated 

.·.-?; ,- _. 

- , , 
~. ~-• 

, j: 

•,_J 

. -! 

',. ·• 
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22. · )~} 
. .. -~-'· . 

. ... . ~. ~ 

They're not interested. 

anymore ·. 

maim other people. 

.... :;;,.::/~{•t-<:)~. •' . 
. __ . . . . ·~:/._· ~~- . · ::.:.{.:·.~·>r·.>:\,: T· .. . . 

against yqur ~i1·1 ? . Male · ·rape thei~~/:dayS):':ip·p·identally, ..... , .- . ' .. ( . ·,·. . . . , . . . 

,,r.1f~.::·,;~~-.,· __ ::l._~.\ ;.:•,~~·~t~:'.:··• t .•, ·~ . .. 
is on the rampage. It's more prevalent:·t:h~t you 

can possibly *in~gin~; .and for 1e;fz~f~i.rf th7n remale 
rapes, becaUSE;, .of the · sn.ame that::;~?-:young :~y -p:i::-actically has 

. -~/< . ·. _·.. .·.~·:.,-.)~(i;;~~\:./· ....... ~::;/{:-)· .... ,:.{i:.~~J: .. <::· .. ·. , :1 ,f .::.~'.·:·• .: .... :. , .. , 
to endure among his peers. Most>ff ,!:imilies:) whO' ve wxi tten 

- ._ _ ,\1:;,/J:r:'.·'· \;'/_;/kt-,: . / -
me about this d1lernrna had to movEt .awa:'y from . the·ir . ,J:i'omes ·. 

'•', ·. . :f'h/, :;y,i~;(', ' ,, <~:: ; ·: .> ,, : .' . ~. < 

So it happ'ens 6£ten, and yoll don'~i~-: even ·krtb:w,'. of i't~ 
· ' ... ::i: :J\i/:;\:- <. ::;/ ;(:;,;'.;t{ ·: ;:h ·. · ·, ., ,: : 

I do, · because Tx get th~ letters .; :_:.:;., ·,,qihe.y· goifr t .: r ,eport it. 
• .. ?~~(. . _-; ~ .. :)ii~~•i,(>~· )1~5\'_/;': . ·/:·_" ~:::~·;.J: :· •', . · 

How can they~ . It Is jiuf~± another/\tnan:ff~sf-ali.on 'that 

there' re some ·.~f~k ~e:~le oci?~!{it~1~f ij\,j;J!f: . 
The American publ{c '.has had it . . ' It'hey -'re riot interested 

, -_ . -- . --- ._ -_ .. if> . </.\;_,):, C:.:tL . . -. 
in stati§.±:ics, · unless they happen( fO ,'.be_/orie Of them. .. 

• . . • .. ::.~_·. . .. · ., , • .· ,' );/.'·4'),:\.·,, C'~;~:t~\,//·:·.;::<CJ>,! . ,·_ 
They I re not interested :in the '.Wa.s'te"d 1,Year:s'j-and . :the 

' . ·,- ,:;· ,,,;. '. :r:'..: -- ; 
' . /•_::'~·>·~_;ti,_,: ··~-,.,· . ...... :\· :;_:-r·~f. '..... ; . _ . .-. 

millions and m·_fllions of dolla'rs >:you h:eair ,'about _ e y ery 

day that are spent . on the sodfff~£ff~J,~E;~11~gi~a1 
and socio-economic reasons wpy :pe:iople / ki,l;f j ·and 

··. .. • ::'.!}";:Pti,{tlII:: ~· . 
There · isn''·tt'ime·": for 

' \~;. _, :"'.; , · 1_'::-. :·;·:: ~. . . :, . 
• ~ ,,-,;: ·:•t' -~ : 

1rhey ''re interested in '#he ffe~q.0~ :from fear 
. .~/<:;_ .. 1· • • ·:. ~;·,_'; • .-_;.,.,> -i.-; :•-: r :_ .. __ ._: 

for themselves ·· arid their familfe~°'.C They ;~¥nt to make 
.,: .. . • -- ·':,·._ •• ·•• . ·.·.i .• .-r 

it for to the Seven Eleven ( _see·/ 'ti gave· ':y_b? guys . a . plug) -

,·,.-, -, 

\ 

' : ,·_, ._:. : :>>:--:,,. "J; 
or to the supermnrket or t 9 the ·· sub.way 6:rz_;',to ·work ·· 

,· .. , ',',\. . :;~:.:j.\//o':J 
·--•:·•i-· •·--·•:::.,)(L -

~ ;~~~ 
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23 . 

without ~etting maimed, 

The . problem . of violent crim·e ~~,dqy is ~ ( gigantic one.' ' 
.. ·, :I 

There Is a bi11 in Washington ·.·(<:this was' itrue a few 
::- . . ' ·. ·:/ · ... ;'•.'.: ::\. . . . 

m0'<ths ago, T don't know if i :t:'1::.s stil].> t:lr'ue) . ·. 
I t I s . :· •., . .· . >'.',\ ' .· > . :: : J . . .· 

.. a complete rewrite of the( ·pri_rnina'l,.Jj ustice code. 
- , • ~-~-.- , ·,_:- :> H 

And it's beeri sitting ln fro~t ' uf' the ~~sk of a Rep-
; lt?~- : _·. ::;,.,. .. ·j:: ,: 

resentative, .:I believe it is '. M1,:chiga:ni ·tjarned Conyers. 
i . 

I don It know ,;w-ho he is. For two years - l. I asked 
. . ,, •' ·. ·'. · ... •'i . 

"Why aren't xou working .On tht~ bii f? :!;:> [Well, he 
. . ' ; ?.;c, . . . ·, ' . 1 . . 

seems to . thirik he . ha~ a better:foill , • Ju'!:lt .· a little 
··f~.. . · ·· .. --.·· .. :/_:. :(:)Y}_--~::··:•._,:~- _... . . _·'.:·_:-._:.1:'.-..L ... ~ _. 

bit better. ·• 1It really is1\'. t ~j,~ry . fari\ ct~ff erent. And, 
-~· ., . . ·. . /-/:'\ . _.,_ .. ;:_;_\}~~t~:\).:'·.~-·\>:·\_ .. ::/> .,.· r. .. ·. ... . 

while he's . ·contemplating · hi~ . b"fl:l " ' for..-: tWo years, 
. . • . :•;, .• ' . ,: . ·f .. · . . 

,_.·, •.•·, "· 1• 

'19,000/ people are getting k:t'i'i'~a'. out '.ih l,the _streets; 
. .. .• } .. · . . >L . 

Rea·11y , it's a shame~ , B1-partrsan ,P.O.l.J):iics are ·.de-

. stroy ing this country. . · .. · •• ·''].;< 
·.·',:f . 

I 

i. · .. 
.. . ,·, .. \ .. 

Most fed~ral crimes - we . j:ust)\ad .:thls l{einz-Laxalt Victms Bill 
. . . ... ii~, ;:,,..., /:/•:· · ., . . .: I 

passed. We i~ally tried wit.h-:ti{{s bill,: ·~~t i~ Washington. 
\ . •· ·;' . .·_! . 

ii And it f inafly go~ .past the ;H6iis~ · J~d'ic;J a;y ·. a few weeks 

It's a good bitl and; dbote" : f~J of the clauses ago. 
. ·; 

in it. 

. , ! 

.... i 
. •·· . ·I 

However, most federal crimes ( the f e·de~~l laws that 
. ! 

are passed) ~re not crimes 

. I 
\ 

bf .violetice. J They'r~ crimes 
' 1 
. J .· 
' ·:· i ·' 

,. ' ! 
.t.., , 

.· "i ;'j .. ·· 
;·,! 

·- · .. l 

... ' ~ 

· .. 
··•·t 

r -; ... l< 

.;: 



t 
I 
I 
i· 
I 

i r· 
I 

I 
I 
i 
i 
I 
1. 
r 

- I 

-I 
i; 
j 
I 

· 1 
T 

.·.·. j 
\. 
! 

' i . 
--. I 

· 1 
I 

i 
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. '( ., ·, 

• I ~ . J,~ • 

,· •~ --:.;,-.·· 
. , . 

•(:;;!J , <.'.·.<._:
1
1_'· . ::A1 ... '(·,.'. -

. .. ,,~,\~321:t.:·. 
:: ::::~ a;~mm:::::e:::/~: :::1:2::. i~:;~::~: a• 
special kind of person to go out ano hurt an~ _kill 

somebody else. That'~ what I'm int~res~J~d _{r And 
it Is the citizens of the states th1at su'f:fer l the . 

horrors of viole~ce. 
. . .. ' , ' . -;:,_( '.\ ·_ 

And changing the la~~\ ~n each 
.. -•,':, · \: 

and every state , . it ' S very time C01!SUmi!1~ :.-:··': r~t . We ' r-e _ 

24 . 

:

0

~:~n:r:: ~:~ifornia (he ran for t:e)/;{;F :~eand 
Jost ) , by the name of Pa11l Gann - ;I:' -~·;d}::f.::{f~ average 

American guy -. - called me at the ·beginning '.)iq'.f'_\:t~e summer. 
, / • . ,.:: • ·.-: .: ·,.;~/~_

0'.-~:·('\i/~//11\:.•:('':\ ···". __ .:.: ·_ 
He said he needed / my .help in getting an :'_an:t.1:-t·c~ime biil 

·passed in Califbr~ia. ~bill~ 

He was 

no no 

axes to gr.ind. I •':checked crnt his p'.~~t Jt~l{a.t+;:n: crime . 
,• ' . . . ·.'/;' . ;/}',_(::'·ti ·;•'> 

"checked out". 

with an organization called ALEC in· WashJ:ng,tqn. , 
\~"., .-:~ ·c·~ •-:.-:·•,~i . 

They come up wi th '_the voting re.~ord :on ·a,t:1y .~· ;i.:~sue of 
. ' .- . . ' 1 . . . 

any politician within half an h~llr -locart ''.:~e 'd,~ i al, . 

-~·st~tl~, whatever. And as you boys s~y I . g~~:r: he -
. . .. . '. ' -_ ·_: . \.>I,: _- '_:.; .... '>. 

.. :[ ' ·:' ., .. _-

-1 . 

-i -, 

In Sacramento, he propose~ the toughest, mosti fo~pi~h~nsive . 
• • ~~ I ._·F,_ 

. .. :t . 
Even stronger, ,. than A1:t~rney ,Gerieral 

,. I , ,. - . ;' .. , l ___ ,_- -

William French Smith's bill, and I'mi famil.iarl with .that. 

Of- cbt1f:V·~,1-./_ it would ·be·.·., 
'l· ·~ I , i".·/( 

·)t};\ ., 

anti-crime bill ever. 

This is really a compr~heniive ~ill / 
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25. 
·• 

d ifficult t 'o get past federa_1_;i.y; the c nstitutionali ty of it 

will be questioned 

On a t r i p to California, · r took this b 11 to the people, 

throug h the media - the . best ·way' 'to do I it. There wasn't 
• . , · .. ·-- 1. 

4½ ¢ to s p end on ' a campaign to .publid:ize thi_s bill. . . I 
·, 1 

But on June 8th Proposition 8 bedame 14w in Cali fo r n ia. 

It isn't a perfect bill; it has its nf ws. But it ·is 

a c lea r and cogent manda+-.:: {r o~ - ~he :p~·r ple a b out how 

t h ey f eel -about crime. And ,it should ,l:be hear d i n 
• . : ··• .• . I , .. • 

state cap itols . across the :ia:h·~~ .· Pri )poi ftion 8 won 

by a 12 % ma1;gin. Very _lh i ~h,:- ·-I nd~~d,·· ~iJ'r :a · c~ i me b i l l . 

s o d ramatic and so comprehensi,ve . . ,· 

. · 1 · 
.• , .. I . 

· Of cours e , it was -challeng.ed ..,.. by peop{e -wh,om y o u 
. . .. ·,_: ' . i· .·.. . 

wo u l d ~xpect to · chal~enge if. _ 1 ~a-~1:l CAlifor nia 

last night. I didn't ,.-:.:mt :to say anytl}.ing inaccurate 
. . . '. •· · 1 . . ' 

• ·:· '.· .. ' 1 . . • . 

her e . I s_poke with Paul Ga'j\n _; Ane -he !told ine. that 

thi Cali f o~nia Supreme Ccur~ha~<le~t i i ed Proposition 

8 to be constitutiorial and would ·not eien consider • . J 

the · r e peal of it. Whooppee ao., f ~l k s·;_1· H ere's what 

it say s . Here are some of the prov1s1
1
ns of Propos i ~ i o n 8 

. ' 

curre ntly in the state of caiifornia~ -( ~t•.s hear it 

for Californ i a!) 

.· 1 
. ·.:/ 11 
. ' 

.i 
. I . 

, "I 
. , I 

. ... . · 

:<.:: ,-
: .,·• ,_r 
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It greatly expands the evidence prosecuters c _ap ihtr<;)duce . 
. ·: l 

in_, court. The most important rule -. t _h~ rule\\ 'of evide;nce '. 

The exclusionery rule got thrown right out -th~ ! window ·In . 
' !- .. 

. j . ., 
California, folks! How about that? It gr~atlf ·di~in~~hes 

. • I 

1· 
insanity pleas! r 

' '.I 
·. J 

. .• i . . 
If any of you people out there have any sugge$lio_~s about 

. i :'.~- : 

fhis bill - if you have someone -to pr~pose it in:· your · 
I . ) . . . > ., 

· particular state. - -please cal 1 Jim o'1mos ; . Ji1ti' -will ... 2a:ll i . . 
•• . . . . I . . . ,,,· 

me I and we I l _l go out to your state; a·nd we 'Tl make it . 'law . . 
I -/·:tL 

You just propose it; and .we.r11 make it la~::< f¾ ~boli~'lf~s 

.• 

the d~fense of "diminished 'capaci:t Y ' .. ~ re:sul;:;J from t.B~ -'. 
-. \,,'- I . _,;cc::·. -

use of d r ugs or alcohol. It adds . f ive years ·;✓'.riot three to t.h'e 
. . . . ._,··: J ~... '. ·, ' ' 

.sentences of persons _convicted of ·serii::nis <feloti i~'.s. .. It''. 
-· .•. , . I 

·,. . -1- ' 
say s that a judge must consider the· public saf~ty · in setting 

. -1 . 
bail. HALLELUJIA ! ·There's a victim i.mpa_~t _. s .t-~:te_rnent -t::,Jra t' s . 

. ' ' . f .. . 
given to the judge. .Now; in California··.·- -I 1~~1t ·· it, · but 

I know what the provisions are an¥way. 
_•,·:l ··•· . 

;r. n ·talilfornia , · the 
-·· . . i .. 

prosecutor is now 9 llowed to introduce the .. past:!~·· er iminal · · 
···. .. ·:- ' .-·_ ... , ·t- ·. . .. ' 

h~st9r:y of the defendant. It's a wond~rful, .woripe_rfu'.l b{ll. 
,. . ~:..',.... -, _·:_ .. . .:: . _. ~ .··i .;' -·· '. 

It closes up aaaaall the little loopholes tl')a.t_ .)Ne · g~t f~d-up ·· - .. < ·1 - . 

with, - all those little, bugaboo rules . .Oh, .y~~h/ And it calls for - · 

:·>:-,! 

. . t~. 

. j 
.· ) 

' ... 1 
~· ' 
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·., ·• ., 

•. ·• . . . . .·-. . '• \ }if!, : .. •. <> 
mandatory sentencing of . convicte-c;i·, f elori:-E; :,:0,:f ser ioti's' cri mes·, _, .. . ,. . --· -- .· .. ·. ,: ·;>tc. -\~- ·. . . . ·• ... 

over the a g e 'e>f 18 ~ taking a ·s itt~ch :b?\:'h'e .discr~-f::ion '.away 

fr om our j udges. Because Loi<l 11wwiJrthi1 have :%~~. done 

righ t by us - many of them. l.< w· 

- . •.; . · 

•-. 
-.- ' 

I g a ve this speech . in Washington·- in' ':M~y)I~./J:m., . ~t\ t he :. ,, : 

National Forum on Victims. I · ~~:~t 'to t~~i ··the · p·eopte , • 
. '·I • . 

•' ,·. ', 

about the good thihgs ··that 

t hem s o that I can tell the 

you · do. · .} et: \ fu,e • know about .· 
4j:~.:~, • ~~:-~I_} )- :-.-<t= ::. 

peop ie .· ·. I ·~s~a i d :th i s ·1 n 
. . . . .~/1 r -· 

.. ~ _. ~-.'l--> : .. --

Washington that day: II I t Is d i. ff i cuTt f.o~ me t o underst and 
; 

.. ··, . . ··. ... L_; . . . • ,.· . 
why , i n th i s day and age, any one wotH d :·wan 1: to bec ome -· a 

·- .. }- \"• 

·. police o fficer'. :The!5~ individui!i'.fs ~·- /g,ena.ral ly·,_ a~e -:h a rd '>.· 
: . _.·. -),':., .,<~_-\··:_:~··_·:1{!>__ •-;~·~· __ ---· .. ,-~,--

working , r esponsible peoplE{: A1fte r-·y ea,rS'"· Of repeat e d 
. ,,,._ . '. ,. .'· '.-·-;:. :... -=~-. -~ ·\· ' 

. . ·,· . ·.- . . ) :f -. : .•/:/·::, ~ '; ·::.J_ :. . ,,. . ' ~. ~ . 
e xpos ur ;= in the "front : lines'", i 6 .to <· s p~ec:t·k, t h e y ~:ar-e 

. . ;, ... .. ·'{ .. / ~,:-: •I . . , . 

emotionally depleted; · f r ustrated ·a:nd ·'. bu:r rit .out . '>"'And 

t hey t oo , t eel most bJtr a y ed b y ;'):i~~:~:~2;.·i ~:i';~ l - 'inj u~~:tice 

s ystem a nd its turnstile 

. ,:· -· .. ' ,..:;.f-;_, -~~-- .. _ 
.... · '/.J 

.' ·1 ,,• 

There a re so ,; many minuses :ti!>.•' t he i r -~ob·,{;}f:Th ~· inn'J f ~nt ,.;c: 

'· ' ··. . . -~ ·.:,: ,;· ·y_,i ., :._ . . . ;{/.::;_ . . 
stress ... t h e \ resul t1ng f amily p rob J_ erris '>/'~ -t.he· re1Hctanc~,. 

• ~ • r •'· · . . •:~ ~!,..·.'.• . • : •/\~ •·: ·:. ::- • •• •_, .. L,:°' ;/ -!i_, ,,,'• ,. ·, 

of p rose cutors to take cases t: l -:trft:1:~·:/ :}{ h~: i~ri_i:;~.c-Y'_o:f 
. . <-. I . ' . 

the j udges ... the veibal abu.se and ti~j~:f~f e, ~ftitJ?e of 

the pub li c ... (which we I re .going ··to' try: '.Bil; ; cha~gJ':f . the 
·-• '., .) ·.. . 

. . .- . ·: '·' . _:;/~.- ·~t . .._. . 
isolation ... the low pay, the arbi tary ru-;es and pro-

c e dur es ... the excessive paper Work ·whtcty'. really, .~hou1d · 

b e done in l arge part, b y clericai ' 
·• 

yo u out o n the str~ets) 

.··.;,~}-:K 
~( . 
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... :'. : ' ~ 

. :, f. 
' 

few opportunities for advanc~rnent 4r recognition~ •.. 
J ,.-.·· .. • ' ·,1- . - . . . ' 

constant· work overload, · the' ever-pr.e·sent fear of . repeated 

. , - • i 
e~posuce day in and day out to inJury and de~th. -~he 

months, and sometimes years, spen::t \on a case, And the 
. ' ·,: I 

ensuing trial which s6 t'oftenfesultjs ·in seeing (because 

of those technica l loophoies r :spo~e -of) the criminal 

leave the courtroom smilinghappy and .free. 
. ) . . 

., .-. 

· what · 

frustration! • What futility.! · 

And to the people that we ··voted . into of f _ice ;. I -said . to 
.. ;-

, 

them tha_f . day:' .. ,. -

.;::- ,._. -
"I receive :upwards of 1000 letters ·-¥ · week fr_om ;ictims 

ot"~ violent crime. . Hopefur~'y_ ·, w:i:tfr y our heip, gentlemen, 
. . ~--~ 

if y ou respond to the outrage · of• :the . American J>eople, 
;. 
I-

whose very lives ar·e in your 'h~rid~ > {y o~ h~◊e the power 
. .· _,, . .,~- . . . -

to make ·. America safer agai·n. ·. iti i 11ot aiL:.; !=!asy: task., 
·, - '. : ,- ~;\ ~ ,· .- . . .•· . _,·-; ., .::- : . .,'i . ' ., -. . . -· ' . 

Mr~ Congressman, but you ·ar:e ' exttavqgantly .rewarded ., in ··;. . . -~ -: ,. i . . . . -. : . .· . 

prestig~ and all the trapp.ings· ·o'f ydur position of· power 
> • •• ',\ •• - • ', <·•· .. ) . . .. ·"· :··. 

for y our labors. It isn't .· as comp.l;i.'Cated · or as 
•·; .. 

impossible as everyo~e leads us 'to' ~e1ieve .. , _And it . 

does not have·· to be done II i~ due •t.i:1ne'. Hoi''. often ,Iive 
. \. 

heard the . o ld cry "Things can' f he d ;one ·ov~rnight 11 
· , 

Well , work a little harder, f elli§. ; You owe .us ·! 
:1 

·, 

' . .. -~ . 
' _t-; 

. ' 

-~.': 
: .. : ,/-:·.-' .-

. :. ' 
: ''., 



!:",:,:.. ,._ 

\-?~;---~ 
~:x;: .. 
. ··~ .,, 

I- '·· 

.1 · am here .t:.oday' 

I feel tnat I can 

Everythid~ in my 

words with you or J:he medi;/ 

·freedom to be able:; to s~y \\Yhat 

not have to .worry --~·bout whon( you ' :re· ·b'ffending-~·;t' ? Eecaus·e.,.<.: ·. · ~' -" . ·:., -:· :-~ .. <: ,,~ ./;: '

concern my oniy 

terms ' of . human 

I'm not running fo;t ·office. I'm not )here .:'.,,:· >?-

or a Democia~, or anything. else. . ~. .. . ''· ·~ 
, i: -.-f(J : . ;, 

;f,or ' the :Administration. ·} I~'h{ ,not a :' f~ria'±.ic :;. ·:·6r-' f~:.pe{bsci.tf . ·,_·~ ,_:·;· :.,.;.: :''.-;.-><::.-·: _', ·. 
. . ·,., /.:i . . _.,· _,.)>\t< · · .:;·/, ·-)it·· . ·. -( .. :.::.-~1f~;,(ti. -.;:fi;lt;.:,-~~f~::~J;,q;:f).<:tf~t~/j(_. 

se~king reVehge for a crim_e };-that -;;w,n~·-·,:pe·rp·e_t ~ai;,,d.:orr: ,m~ :i,/• (f-;•-'!//[ ·::.··, _:.: ':.• · · ·."r·!, 
• ; -, • t ,.- • • . ~, ;• ·• ~ .. :• ·, •J••>-:~ l::;;~~<:•~ •~!>~•,,_•\,:~1~ _h1:!~:•: •:_ :~•,-~;:_~•;•.:.-•:~•,;)(!==•--~'".0-,•:~,:~ '\~:~): •:\.:t~~ • 

(I just happened to ";be at the wrong~p;lia,,ce ·_: at'· 1tftert wiang·•~:; ;ff:~,/!s":t._- · _.,,.·1,·1 >'?-. .. 

t ~me . l I 'm n~ t he~: to :gdi;,+~:if {' ?5J~;::it!It~t~~€!i'.if tt'.:lif !~ l 
much of that already-.· (unfortunately:; ,··very,-.o(ti.en ;-,:the:~ :·• :~-:·i•::t">/:;: .. " .· . •.· -.. --. 

wrnng kind. , Nor a~ I here ,,to ma~{tiKen~s~.:h!\1•r:f ~~tiit)f ~i/}. 
i.ri ·. governm~nt our law-make·,rs ~.::;, ~-:(f ;- :r ;,:;do·. maka t ; r -i \'Eind-s-..... µ :· .-. ·:::, ·· ---' ·:?:'.: ·· 

·';f_, :-•.'.'ft 

'that would make me >'{,ery hap~y. 

me _u,nhappy _ at 
,. : ·•~"J" . 

all. 

I have no obligation· 

. ':,·.,, 
'· \ ;.~ 

,.Jf~/ 
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:•: .:(\l:·:·:· ~.H: 

'\ .. ~,f/}--~
cotin try - -the law i enfo-rcers..; i- and 

. . .. ,.-
'i 

administrators .of justice,· ..:· for - youowes 

us, and has not ·given us, the Ame;ica:n .p.eopl~, : . . ;, .,._ . . · ... · 

--, / ; ' 

Each ·'.of you : in; };?ur_ C_',ln answers or solutibns. 
; 

citi?.P~~ "0¥\· fi\ ~.i .. rnos_i: , , ' , ! 
•. ·•,-·,'"'•,: 

has failed to pro;tect 

g lor inns :cn11r.:t.r:Y •: ··•· 
( .. -,.~. 

.,;-· • ·.:•.' 

. ',:· ~ 

J ' • •• -, 

,(<_.,. 

. :>'.if~ .. 

I hope that we'll finally h~v;o;i'i,~f - in court - \'.'.e 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL SMITH: Mr. President, last year 
ou appointed a commission on the victims of crime, called the 

Task Force on the Victims of Crime, to study the problems of 
victims and to make recommendations to vindicate the rights of 
victims. That task force completed its work. They have 68 
recommendations. And those recommendations are now being studied 
by those of us at the Justice Department and others who are con
cerned with this problem, victims being the forgotten people in 
the criminal justice system. 

The chairman of that commission -- that task force 
was Mrs. Lois Herrington, a distinguished lawyer from California, 
who is the acting head of our Office of Justice Assistance, Research 
and Statistics. And I would like to introduce her to you now. Lois. 

MRS. HERRINGTON: Thank you. You may all sit down. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Presi
dent, Mr. Vice President. It's an honor and a pleasure to be here 
with you this afternoon. 

Mr. President, when you established this task force, 
you led the nation into a new era in the treatment of victims of 
crime. Never before has any president recognized the plight of 
those forgotten by the criminal justice system. It is my privilege 
to introduce to you five citizens who have given invaluable assistance 
to your task force. They represent hundreds of others who came 
forward, some at great personal sacrifice, to inform us all of 
the depth of this problem. 

Mrs. Evelyn Blackwell is a widow from Washington, D.C. 
She has given us a special sense of the problems crime imposes on 
senior citizens. And she is a model for how those courageous 
citizens can fight back. 

Since 1975, her home has been broken into five times 
and her limited income has prevented her from replacing most of 
those things taken from her. 

Gradually, she came to fear that no place, including 
her home, was safe. But because of her spirit and a refusal to 
give up, Mrs. Blackwell has been working to combat crime in her 
neighborhood, especially crimes against the elderly. 

In addition, she and- a staff of 40 volunteers accompany 
elderly victims to court to ease the burden of this process on 
them. 

Her creative and productive response to her own mis
fortune serves as an inspiration to all who are working to improve 
the lot of victims in this country. 

Mr. President, may I present Mrs. Evelyn Blackwell. 
(Applause. ) 
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Mr. Elvus Reg~lia is a California pharmacist who 
was driven out of business by crime. Mr. Regalia owned and 
operated his own pharmacy for some 24 years during which time 
he was burglarized six times and robbed on three separate 
occasions. 

During one robbery, he and two others were held 
hostage at gunpoint. Mr. Regalia always cooperated with 
authorities, even though numerous court appearances required 
that he repeatedly close his business. Eventually, the 
financial drain on his business, coupled with increasing 
fear, forced Mr. Regalia to sell -the business he and his family 
had worked to build. 

He now works as a pharmacist in San Quentin Prison. 
And he testified that although he rubs elbows with murderers and 
convicts now, he feels safer than the neighborhood pharmacist 
who serves the public. Mr. President, I would like you to meet 
Mr. El vus Regalia. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Geraldine Strong is a victim of crime whose 
injuri es were magnified by the callous way she was treated in the 
legal system. Mrs. Strong was at work one morning at a Maryland 
public library when an assailant with a long criminal history kidnapped 
her at gunpoint, held her captive for three hours while he raped, 
robbed and repeatedly threatened to kill her if she ever testified 
against him. 

Though Mrs. Strong's attacker was arrested at the 
scene of the crime, it took the system a year to bring him to 
trial . Mrs. Strong told your task force that, "y disillusionment 
with the judicial system is many times more painful than the 
attacks on me." 

But she has not succumbed to her disillusionment. She 
has volunteered to help train law enforcement professionals to 
improve their sensitivity and service to victims of crime. 
Mr. Pr esident, I would like you to meet Mrs. Geraldine Strong. 
(Applause.) 

All too often the pain and suffering that victims 
of crime experience continues long after the passage of the criminal 
event itself. Last year, three men entered the St. Louis home 
of Har old and Lily Tuthill and savagely beat them both. 

In addition to taking money, these criminals stole 
the mementos of their lifetime together. Efficient police work 
led to the quick apprehension of the criminals. But the Tuthills 
have spent long periods in hospitals recovering from their 
physical and psychological injuries. 

The continuing fear that resulted from the attack 
forced them to move from their home of 40 years. Their lives will 
never truly be the same. Mr. President, I would like you to meet 
Mr. Harold Tuthill. Mr. Tuthill. (Applause.) 

Mrs. Betty Jane Spencer is a brave and dedir.ated 
woman. In February 1977, four men with 
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shotguns entered the Spencer home in rural Indiana, robbed the 
family, murdered Mrs. Spencer's four sons and shot her three times. 

When apprehended, the killers admitted they had picked 
a house at random to kill everyone in it, "for the fun of it." 
The ringleader of the group was on parole and he and another killer 
were also free on bail awaiting trial for other crimes. 

justice ih 
like her, 
and assist 

Mrs. Spencer went to work to improve 
her state. As a result of her efforts 
more than 20 laws have . been changed to 
victims of crime in Indiana. 

the system of 
and of citizens 
better protect 

She has been a true champion of the cause of crime 
victims and I'm very proud to introduce her to you. Mr. President, 
I would like you to meet Betty Jane Spencer. (Applause.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Attorney General Smith, Mrs. Herrington, 
and ladies and gentlemen standing here in the Rose Garden,listening 
to these dreadful stories of senseless brutality seems almost unreal. 
But for , far too many of our citizens, the threat of violent crime 
is, as we've heard, all too real. 

I would like to thank all of you, Mrs. Blackwell, 
Mrs. Strong, Mrs. Spencer, Mr. Regalia, and Mr. Tuthill, as - well 
as all the citizens who have come forward to help us come to grips 
with this very serious problem. You've acted in the highest tradition 
of our country. By your courage and selflessness, you've done your 
nation a great service. I think the time has come when we, ~s 
a free people, should face up to some hard decisions about crime. 

The crime epidemic threat has spread throughout 
our country and it's no uncontrollable disease, much less an 
irreversible tide. Nor is it some inevitable sociological 
phenomenon traceable to urbanization or modern society. It is, 
instead, and in large measure, a cumulative result of too much 
emphasis on the protection of the rights of the accused and too little 
concern for our government's responsibility to protect the lives, 
homes, and rights of our law-abiding citizens. We should be proud 
that our criminal justice system protects the constitutional rights 
of the accused; but over the past few years that system has allowed the 
safeguards protecting the rights of the innocent to be torn away. 
This has so complicated the system, clogged our courts, reduced the 
chances of conviction -- as well as the level of punishment once 
a criminal is convicted -- that the criminal element now calculates 
that crime really does pay. 

The suffering of these victims we've met today and 
the millions of others as well, is testimony to the inequity and the 
inadequacy of today's system. Our Task Force on Victims of Crime 
called the neglect and mistreatment of crime victims a national 
disgrace. I heartily agree. What we have to do now is move forward 
to correct this disgrace and at the same time to clear away the 
roadblocks that prevent the authorities from doing their job. But 
we- ne€d your help. Prompt enactment of -our anti-cr±nre pac-ka:ge, 
particularly the bail reform and sentencing provisions, is needed 
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to protect victims from criminals. The voice of the people must 
be heard in the Congress. 

It will take time and hard work to undo the distortions 
of our criminal justice system that brought on this wave of crime. 
But under Attorney General Smith and his leadership, we're moving 
on these tough questions. 

Finally, while Washington is a vital part of tackling 
the problem, it will also take the coordinated efforts of people in 
state and local government and in every walk of life to get this 
situation under control. Without action at the state and local 
level, our federal efforts can achieve little. 

Ultimately, if we're to succeed, each of us, as 
citizens, must do his or her part not only through contacting 
elected officials, though that always helps, but also by watching 
out for our friends, our families and our communities. Crime 
prevention is no longer just a job for the police. Every level 
of government and Americans everywhere must take an active part. 
Many neighborhoods have a crime watch program. I would hope that 
more and more of our citizens take the time and effort to get in
volved. 

So thank you all for what you're doing and, together, 
I'm confident that we can begin to make America safe again. Thank 
you. (Applause.) 

MRS. HERRINGTON: Mr. President, I know that I speak 
on behalf of these courageous Americans and citizens around this 
nation that thank you for your dedication and your concern. (Ap
plause.) 

END 1:58 P.M. EST 
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