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BULGARIA"S ASSASSINS

A number of Italian publications have provided detailed
stories linking Bulgarian government officials and Bulgarian
citizens suspected of being intelligence service operatives with
the attempted assassination of the Pope in May 198l.

The conservative Italian newspaper Il Tempo and Italy's
largest newspaper, Corriere della Sera, have published articles
stated to be based on the recent confession of Mehmet Ali Ajca,
that link Bulgarian government functionaries directly to Ajca's
effort to assassinate Pope John Paul II in St. Peter's Square
on May 13, 1981.

The articles state that in his confession of more than a
hundred pages, Ajca admits that his escape from a Turkish prison
where he was serving a life sentence for a political murder was
engineered by t° ~ ° ) ¢+ 'ret service through one of the1r
Turkish agents, On his arrival in Sofia, ~
Ajca described ...~ ... ~ws s.troduced by another Turk,
an arms smuggler shipping weapons from Bulgaria to Tu.nasu
terrorist organizations under the supervision of the Bulgarians,
to three Bulgarians whom Italian authorities say played key roles

in the plot to kill the Pope.

The Bulgarians were identified as who

worked as a cashier with diplomatic immunicy in tne puigarian

'ned to Bulgaria at the end of November;

)r a number of years the secretary to
wue puigarian miiltary actache in the »~—- =—t---e- ooy b2 -
recall to Sofia in September 1982; and I5,
Rome station chief for Bulgarian Airli _ i
by Italian investigators to be an agent for the Bulgar1an secret
police.

Antonov, who did not have diblomatic immﬁﬁity, was arrested
in Rome at the Balkan Tourist Office, the Bulgarian Airline's
travel agency, on November 25, 1982, by the anti-terrorist inwee+i-
gative police (Digos) acting on a warrant issued by Judge Il
Martella, the chief Italian investigator of the assassinatio
attempt. He is I .ng held on complicity charges.

The three Bulgarians reportedly offered Ajca the equivali
of $1.25 million in West German currency if he would agree t«
kill the Pope. Ajca agreed.
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