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THE WHITE HOUSE - AM Jj 
WASHINGTON j-Y"' ;P ·;,;-

e 
Cal ifornia Tribal Chairmj n's 

/ fs~ o R~~r Park Drive 
'-suite U)!' 
Sacramento, California 95815 

Dear Mr. Garfield: 

-+ J IY1 fr{ v> ·~ ~ 
July 23, 1981 

Association , 

~ 

I am responding to your letter to Mr. Edwin Meese III 
regarding the ~merican Indian Leaders Advisory Council. 

I am pleased to report to you that we had a major 
briefing of tribal leadership on June 24 which was 
arranged at the req uest of the AILAC. We are preparing 
a printing of the presentation made at that time. You 
will receive a copy as soon as it is available. 

I look forward to continuing and expanding communica tion 
b e tween Indian leaders and the government. 

Cordially, 
/' 
/ 

• } I 

Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the Presi de nt 

~ C ~ d <:..tJ() 'f O n-, 

s- a r , .. m 11t.e. L 



• 

• 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HINGT O N 

Date 

LETTER - Staff Officials 
Stationery - 8-1/2" by 11") 

.(.Ge fl t'.:c:r ed) 

Dear/////: 

Letters from staff officials too long to be accommodated by 
the smaller paper should be typed on this stationery. 

A l etterex set of carbons ("rainbow" set) is always used with 
outgoing correspondence, to be separated by the Stripping Desk. 
Additional carbons may be requested at times. 

Margins should be , well balanced and the letter single spaced, 
with blocked paragraphs and as few hyphenations and corrections 
as possible. 

If material is quoted within the letter and is two 
lines or less, it is made a part of the paragraph 
to which it belongs, enclosed in quotation marks . 
A quotation of more than two lines is blocked five 
spaces from each margin and not enclosed in quotation 
marks. 

Sincerely, 

Staff official's name 
Title spaced according to official's 

preference 

/ -:~~~ess 
~ ity, State 00000 

E!rlosurc (Typed in this position on carbons only) 

P.S. When an enclosure is mentioned in the body of the letter, 
it is noted on the carbons as indicated. If the enc losure 
is mentioned only in the P.S., it is noted or described 
on the carbons below the P.S. 

ABC:DEF:ghi (OFFICIAL:DRAFTER:typist on carbons only) 

-21-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 23, 1981 

California Tribal Chairman's Association 
]540 River Park Drive 
Suite 2)4 
Sacramento, California 95815 

Dear Mr. Garfield: 

I am responding to your letter to Mr. Edwin Meese III 
regarding the ~merican Indian Leaders Advisory Council. 

I am pleased to report to you that we had a major 
briefing of tribal leadership on June 24 which was 
arranged at the request of the AILAC. We are preparing 
a printing of the presentation made at that time. You 
will receive a copy as soon as it is available. 

I look forward to continuing and expanding communication 
between Indian leaders and the government. 

Cordially, 

~~cqe£!i~~ 
Special Assistant to the President 



Mr. Edwin Meese III 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

July 2, 1981 

In recent oorres];X)ndence to you, California Tribal Chainren's 
Association (C'ICA), a statewide organization representing thirty­
eight ('38) federally reoognized tribal governments in California, 
expressed the need for tribal governments to have a :mechanism for 
access to the Executive Branch. 

In Decarber, 1980, tribal governments in California joined, in 
the spirit of tribal solidarity, with tribal leadership throughout 
the nation to establish a meaningful and harrconious relationship 1 

\ 

with the Executive Branch of Govennnent. • 

Continuous efforts of tribal leadership throughout the nation, 
to create a forum by which the government-to-government relationship 
with the Federal Government can be maintained, have resulted in 
establishment of an American Indian Leadership Council. The Council, 
a:mprised of eight regional leaders from federally reoognized tribes, 
is led by Chairman Peter Maclbnald of the Navajo Nation. 

CICA has fonnally petitioned the American Indian Leadership Council 
for the addition of a California seat, to be represented by a rnetber 
of CICA. We have been recently advised that the Council is considering 
expanding to include three additional seats. The expansion will insure 
tribal representation from all geograJ;hic areas in the nation. 

Representing Land Based Indians of California 

1540 RIVER PARK DR., SUITE 214 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 



Mr. Edwin Meese III 
Page Two 

Although CICA and marbers of the .American Indian Leadership Council 
recently met with Mr. Morton Blackwell, Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison, and other Senior Staff frcm the Administration, no fonnal 
comni tment has been made by the Administration to continue to meet with 
the .American Indian Leadership Council. 

CICA recognizes that the unique problems of Indian people cannot 
be addressed adequat ely without consultation with Tribal C--overnments. 

cc: Mr. Richard Williamson 
Assistant to the President 
on Intergoverrnnental Affairs 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 

Sincerely, 

~~~L 
President 

Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 

Mr. Franklyn C. Nofziger 
Assistant to the President 
for Political Affairs 

AG/jh 



SEARCH - QUERY 
00007-C.AL--IFORNIA AND TRIBAL AND CHAIRMEN'S 

029585 DOCUMENT: 

ACTDATE = 810622 
ADDNUMB = 
CREDATE = 810623 
DOCDATE = 810610 
DSPDATE = 
NAME = RISLING 
RCVDATE = 810620 
RECID = 029585 
STATE = CA 
UPDATE = 
ZIP = 95815 

DOCDATE 810610 
RECTYP IBA 
MEDIA L 
STAFF EDWIN MEESE 

CNMEES 
MR. DALE RISLING 
PRESIDENT 

1 OF 2 

NAME 
TITLE 
ORG CALIFORNIA TRIBAL CHAIRMEN'S 

ADDR 
STREET 

ASSOCIATION 
SACRAMENTO 
SUITE 214 
1540 RIVER PARK DRIVE 

CA 95815 

SUBJECT REQUESTING ACCESS TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 
AMERICAN INDIANS VIA THE AMERICAN INDIAN 
LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

SUBCODE IN 
FG001 

INDCODE 4400 
FG005 

ACTION PLBLAC ORG 810622 
99001 RAR 810625 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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030619 OOCUMENT= 

ACTDATE = 810701 
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CREDATE = 810702 
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DSPDATE = 
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RCVDATE = 810701 
RECID = 030619 
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OOCDATE 810629 
RECTYP IBA 
MEDIA L 
STAFF RICHARD WILLIAMSON 

IAWILL 
MR. DALE RISLING 
PRESIDENT 

2 OF 2 

NAME 
TITLE 
ORG CALIFORNIA TRIBAL CHAIRMEN'S 

ADDR 
STREET 

ASSOCIATION 
SACRAMENTO 
1540 RIVER PARK DRIVE 
SUITE 214 

CA 95815 

SUBJECT EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER THE CONTROVERSIES 
OF THE REAGAN AIMINISTRATION PROPOSED 
BLOCK GRANT PROPOSAL FOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
SERVICES PROGRAMS 

SUBCODE IN 
FA 

INDCODE 4400 
ST 

ACTION PLBLAC ORG 810701 
99DOI RAR 810707 ATTN: SMITH 

R0601 * END OF DOCUMENTS IN LIST - ENTER RETURN OR ANOTHER COMMAND. 



REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

To: Officer-in-charge 

Appointments Center 

Room 060, OEOB 

Please admit the following appointments on ____ ~M~aYy'--...,_5_,,'------------, 19_8_l_ 

for __ M_o_r_t_o-n_c~._B_l~a~c~k~w~e~]_l _________ ot office of Public Li a i:son 
(NAME OF PERSON TO BE VISITED) (AGENCY) 

-BAGLEY, Annette 
HANOVER, Thomas 
ENGLAND, Barbara-

... RISLING, Dale 
TAYLOR, Banning 
~IE:tD, iec 
ANDRADE, Ron 

MEETING LOCATION 

Building ___ O_E_O_B _______ _ 

Room No ____ l_3_4 _______ _ 

Time of Meeting __ ?..__..p_..,.M.._._ ___ _ 

Morton C. Blackwell Requested by _______________ _ 

134 2657 Room No. ____ Telephone ________ _ 

Date of request _ __.M~ayy.__=4.....,,~ ..... J _9L..J8 .......... J _____ _ 

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 

APPOINTMENTS CENTER : SIG/OE OB - 395-6046 or WHITE HOUSE - 456-6742 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 551" 2017 (0,-11) 



r.tEMORANDUM 
.. - OF.CALL 

TO: 

~BY-'\.........,/3, □ YOU WERE V,S,T£0 BY-

c.tit ~#i-_ ~A . . . ~ /. 
0 PLEASE CALLa. ..:a:~~• ◄~- ~ 
0 WO'-L CW. AGAON COO£/ _-J": '(/;_ - (/ (;• Si': □ ns 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL □ IS _WAITING TO SEE YOU 

MESSAGE ~ □ WISHES AN APPO 

63-109 t!' 
~ U.S. G.P.O. 1 980-311- 156 / 16 

I DATE sly I TIM~ 

·- o/, /tr "'-IW:: U (IIIIW. 8-71) 

FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

(A.-u.-,,) . 
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To: Officer-in-charge 
Appointments Center 
Room 060, OEOB 

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENTS 

Please admit the following appointments on ___ M"-.&><a..,,y _ __.5.._ _ ___ _ _______ , 19 81 

for _ _ M::..::..:::o:....:r=-=t-=o:....:n-=---=C'--'.=--=B:....:l=-· a=-=c'""k~w'-'--"'e'-"l""'l=--_ ________ of off i ce a f Pub J i c I, i a i son 
!NAME OF PERSON TO BE VISITED) !AGENCY) 

PINTO_, Anthony 

SHAW, Frances 

SHEEDY, John 

MEETING LOCATION 

Building QEQB 

Room No ___ ]..__.3 __ 4.__ _ ______ _ 

Time of Meeting_.,.2.__,,P.._.. ...... M........_. ___ _ _ 

Requested by Morton Black1,zell 

Room No. ] 34 Telephone-~2 .... 6 ... 5.....,.7-----

Date of request _....o.c.M ..... a._y __ 5~r __.J_9 ......... 8ul ______ _ 

Additions and/or changes made by telephone should be limited to three (3) names or less. 

APPOINTMENTS CENTER: SIG/OE OB - 395-6046 or WHITE HOUSE - 456-6742 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE SSF ZOJ7 (os-71) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

~ · 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Mr. Alec Garfield 
President California Tribal 

Chairme~ s soc a on 
1540 River Park Drive 
Suite .214 
Sacramento, .California 95815 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20245 

.. ,,: ,' : 

MAR 2 1982 

Dear Mr. Garfield: . ·} '. 
.. -

Your . letter . . of .. Dec1amber 23, 1981, to President Reagan regarding your 
request that ·tribal'' ·governments be provided t he opportunity to partici­
pate in the budget-making process has been forwarded to this- office for 
a response. 

As ;OU know · the Depa,rt~~nt -~£- the 'i~te rior and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs FY . 1982 appropr iation . has been pas sed by Congress. Funding was 
provided at · the conference level less 4 percent across the board and 
allowed no shifts in priorities. Tribal governments have been provided 
opportunities- to participate in the Bureau's budget- making process . In 
fact, this Administration is committed to more local control of Federal 
expend! tur.es _as part 0£ · · the President's Economic. Recovery Program. 

Consistent . with the Presiden·t• s program, the Bureau is initiating the 
Consolidated Tribal Governmental Program as a pilot or (prototype) project 
this fiscal year. The · CTGP. will allow tribal governments to cluster a 
number of similar programs or service areas under a single contract. The 
Tribes will determine their own needs and priorities and plan and implement 
programs to meet their particular needs ·and priorities under CTGP. The 
Tribal governments may for example~· concentrate funds in high need or 
priority areas and reduce expenditures in areas of less need under CTGP. 

Your suggested language will be~ studied . and considered for inclusion in 
future budget submissions. . "- '~-.' . . ~.. . _ ,· -

W~ hope thi~ ·s~tis.fies your concern relative to tribal goverrnnents' parti­
cipation in the Bureau's budg~t-making proce~s. 

Sincerely, 

e,"t\~i 
~ Deputy Assis t ant Secretary -

I di Aff ./ ~ .. L n an airs < 0 . ~ -~ c .. _:.. l (J'y\..,.:> 

...,,.- -... . - , .-..:.- '-:. - ·,r~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 6, 1981 

Dear Mr. Garfield: 

Thank you for the invitation to 
speak before your Annual Dinner meeting 
on December 2nd in Sacramento. This 
c~rt~inly sounds lik~ an interesting 
meeting, and I would like very much to 
attend. However, the budget cuts leave 
the Office of Public Liaison with a very 
low travel budget, and I am unable to 
obtain the funds to travel to California 
at this time. 

I stand ready to assist you in 
the future. Again, thank you for the 
invitation. 

Mr. Alec Garfield 
President 

Cordially, 

1Jj/;~~ -e !Jt.Jil;~£/ 
Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to 
the President 

California Tribal Chairmen's Association 
1540 River Park Dr. Suite 214 
Sacramento, California 95815 



Mr. M:>rton Blackwell 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
'!he White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

August 31, 1981 

In behalf of the california Tribal Chainnen 1·s Assooiation (Cl'CA) , 
a tribal organization fonnerl. under the authority of P.L. 93-638, 'rhe 
Indian Self-Detennination and F.ducation Assistance Act, I wish to 
extend an invitation for you to speak before our Annual Dinner Meeting 

( on Wednesday, Decarber 2, 1981, 7:00 p.m. at the Holicbrre, 5321 Date 
Avenue, Sacramento, California. 

CICA represents thirty-six (36) federally-recognized Indian tribes 
and is the only tribal organization cx:xrprised solely of elected leaders 
fran reservations and rancherias, statewide (Statement of Purpose attached). 

We are expecting tribal leaders fran throughout california as well 
as the National level and hope you can be with us in DecE!lber as a Special 
Speaker and share with us· your views -t:avards future r:olicies affecting 
federally.,.recognized tribes. We feel this is an excellent opp::>rtunity 
for initiating a positive beginning tavards cxmnunicating directly with 
tribal leaders in efforts to strengthen the Federal C'-.overnment-to-Tribal 
Govenurent relationship established with the enaatrnent of historical 
treaties· designating federally-recognized tribes as sovereign nations. 

We are aware that it is rrost difficult for you to schedule personal 
speaking engagements and are submitting this invitation well in advance 
in hopes of receiving your personal confi rmation. 

Representing Land Based Indians of California 

1540 RIVER PARK DR ., SUITE 214 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920--3325 



Mr. Blackwell 
Page 'lWo 

We look forward to having an opportunity to hear you speak to 
the first califomians and await your confinnation of this engagement. 

Enclosure 

AG/jh 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Alec Garfield 
President 



STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Indian Reservations and Rancherias located within the State of 

califomia are characteristically small in land areas and are geograph­

ically isolated. 

Unlike the large, nationally recognized "Indian Nations" of other 

states, the small and geographically isolated reservations/rancherias of 

California exist in relative obscurity. The large "Indian Nations" of 

other states with extensive land bases and heavy concentrations of I_X)pulatio::i 

are highly visible to .the public eye and, consequently, are forerrost in mind. 

of legislators and administrators . Therefore, when funds are allocated to 

develop social service proqrarrs for the benefit of Indian people,, these 

"Indian Nations" are first to be considered. 

But not all Indian people are rrerrbers of large and farrous reservations; 

as California Indians can bear wi tness. There are approximately eighty-one 

(81) reservations and rand1erias in california, rangi~g in size from 86,000 

acres to less than half an acre. Small s i ze and isolation have proven to be 

fonnidable obstacles to the socio-economic develoµnent of these reservations/ 

rancherias. 

Representing Land Based Indians of California 

· 1540 RIVER PARK DR ., SUITE 214 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 

l 



• h ... 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
PAGE 'IWO 

It is extremely difficult for small individual reservations/rancherias 

to compete at a national level for funds to mplement social and economic 

developnent programs . Many of these reservations/rancherias are at a 

virtual economical and social standstill as a result. 

'Ihe Tribal Chainnan of these reservations and rancheri as have recognized 

the unique needs and differences , one tribe fran another, but have joined 

together on issues arising from ca:nrron res:r::onsibilities, interests, objectives 

and standards. 

California Tribal Chairmen's Association (CI'CA) is a non-profi t Tribal 

Organization designed to carry out the programs and policies ack.ncMledged 

by the Tribal Chairmen to be necessary for the reservation and rancheria 

camnuni ties. As representatives of their respective Tribes, the Tribal 

Chairmen are sensi tive to specific problerrs which confront their office, 

and voice the priori ties of their carnmuni ty as detennined by its rnarbers. 

'!he individual Tribal rnaTiber i s actively sought to participate in the decision­

making process which effects his/her welfare . In a democratic fashion, . then .. 

the major p::>licy decisions of a camnunity are made through Tribal consensus, 

and the sp::>kesman of that camnunity. 

The Tribal Chai:rman re:r::orts his ccrnrnunity's decisions to the other 

Tribal Chairmen, resulting in the JX)licy formation of the California Tribal 

Chair:men 's Association. These p::>licies can be fo:rwarded and acted upon 

wi th the assurance that they are representative of the prevailing opinions 

of the reservation and rancheria Indians in the State of Califo:rnia that 

belong to the :merrbership of CI'CA. 

k 

·' . ' 
'/ij 

.. 1"! ~ • 



.. . ,, STATE11ENI' OF PURPOSE 
PAGE THREE 

CICA provides direct services as well as indirect advocacy services 

to its :members. Present services include the administration of an Indian 

Child Welfare Act Program, for eleven participating tribes and a Health 

Professions Recruitment Program. CICA's Tribal Training Institute, just 

initiated, is aimed at increasing the level of managerrent skills for 

tribes and meeting their managanent needs . Indirect services, by way 

of liaison and advocacy efforts for rranbers, in their relationship witjl 

Indian Health Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, State and other Federal 

Agencies are part of our primary effort. 

.,j 

I 
. 1 

~'JI. .,,-J:J,J., 
. ~ ,,.~ ... r : .. 
, ~,..!,ii-4'. 

1 
I 
I 



... ~ , ... 

. -:.·'. 

·=·~· 

. ,. ~~ . .. : - .·. : 

THE WHITE HOUSE I-­

WASHINGTON . 

September 9,1981 

Dear Mr. Garfield: 

-

Thank you for your letter of August 31 invit­
ing me to speak at your Annual Dinner Meeting 
on December 2, 1981. Because my office does 
not have jurisdiction over Indian affairs, I 
am taking the liberty of forwarding your 
letter to Morton Blackwell, Special Assistant 
to the President for Public Liaison. 

Kind personal regards. 

#al~ 
-:?c'.hard s. Williamson 

.A!~istant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 

Mr. Alec Garfield, President ✓ 
California Tribal Chairmen's Association 
1540 River Park Drive, Suite 214 
Sacramento, California 95815 

cc: Mr. Morton Blackwell J 
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Mr. Richard Williamson 
Assistant to the President 
on Intergovemmental Affairs 
'Ihe White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Williamson: 

.. 
- '81 SEP -3 A11 :41 

<· 

···· August 31, 1981 -

In behalf of the california Tribal Chainnen's Association (C'ICA), 
a tribal organization fonned under the authority of P.L. 93-638, The 
Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 1'.ct, I wish to 
extend an invitation for you to speak before our Annual Dinner Meeting 
on Wednesday, Decerrf:>er 2, 1981, 7:00 p.m. at the Holiclcme, 5321 Date 
Avenue, Sacramento, california. 

CICA represents thirty-six {_36) federally-recognized Indian tribes 
and is the only tribal organization cx:xnprised solely of elected leaders 
f:ran reservations and rancheri~, statewide (Statanent of Purpose attadled) • 

We are expecting tribal leaders f:ran throughout california as well 
as the National level and hope you can be with us in Decerrber as a Special 
Speaker and share with us your views towards future policies affecting 
federally-recognized tribes. We feel this is an excellent opportunity 
for initiating a positive beginning towards oo:rrmunicating directly with 
tribal leaders in efforts to strengthen the Federal_ C'-0vernment-to-Tribal 
Government relationship established with the enactment of historical 
treaties designating federally-recognized tribes as sovereign nations. 

We are aware that it is nost difficult for you to sdledule personal 
speaking engagements and are submitting this invitation well in advance 
in hopes of receiving your personal confinnation. 

Representing Land Based Indians of California 

1540 RIVER PARK DR ., SUITE 214 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 



Mr. Richard Williamson 
Page Two 

.... 

We look fo:rward to having an opportuni-cy to hear you speak to the 
first califomians and await your a:mfinnation of this engagement. 
If it appears that it will be unl~ely_ tor you to oonfinn your attendance, 
we hope that you will consider sending an appropriate White House Representative 
to speak on your behalf. 

Enclosure 

AG/jh 

.;;;::~~ 
Alec Garfielf 

. President 

.;a_ :SU 
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STATEMENT OF PURFOSE 

Indian Reservations and Ra.ncherias located within the State of 

califo:rnia are characteristically small in land areas and are geograph­

ically isolated. 

Unlike the large, nationally recognized "Indian Nations" of other 

states, the s.mall and geographically isolated rese:r.vations/rancherias of 

California exist in relative obscuricy. The large "Indian Nations" of 

other states with extensive land bases and heavy concentrations of fX)pulation 

are highly visible to the public eye and, consequently, are forerrost in mind 

of legislators and administrators. Therefore, when funds are allocated to 

develop social service programs for the benefit of Indian people, these 

"Indian Nations" are first to be considered. 

But not.all Indian people are merrbers of large and farrous reservations; 

as califomia Indians can bear witness. '!here are approximately eighcy-one 

CBll reservations and rancherias in califomia, ranging in size from 86,000 

acres to less than half an acre. Small size and isolation have proven to be 

fonnidable obstacles to the socio-economic developnent of these reservations/ 

rancherii:ts. 

Representing Land Based Indians of Califomio 

· 1540 RIVER PARK DR ., SUITE 214 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 
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STAT™ENT OF PURPOSE 
PAGE 'IWO 

It is extremely difficult for small inaividual reservations/rancherias 

to compete at a national level for funds to implement soci~ and economic 

developnent programs. Many of these reservations/rancherias are at a 

virtual economical and social standstill as a result • 
. -

. - '!he Tribal 01ainnan of these .. reservations and rancherias hm,;~ zed 
..;,£_ 

the unique needs and differences, _ on~ tribe frcm another, but have joined 

together on issues arising from camon resronsibilities, interests, objectives 

and standards. 

California Tribal Chai.mien's Association (CI'CA) is a non-profit Tribal 

Organization designed to carry out the programs and. rolicies ackncMledged 

by the Tribal Chainnen to be necessary for the reservation and rancheria 

conmuni ties. As representatives of their respective Tribes, the Tribal 

Chainnen are sensitive to specific problerrs which confront their office, 

and voice the priori ties of their ccm:nuni -cy as determined by its rnercbers. 

'!he individual Tribal rratber is actively sought to participate in the decision­

making process which effects his/her welfare. In a democratic fashion, .then .. 

the najor rolicy decisions of a cx:mnuni-cy are made through Tribal consensus, 

and the srokesman of that a::mmuni-cy. 

'!he Tribal Chainnan rerorts his a:mnuni-cy's decisions to the other 

Tribal Chainnen, resulting in the JX)licy fonnation of the California Tribal 

Chairmen's Association. 'Ihese rolicies can be forwarded and acted upon 

with the assurance tha t they are r epresentative of the p revailing op inions 

of the reservation and rancheria Indians in the State of California that 

belong to the rnerrbership of CI'CA. 



• 

STAT.EMENI' OF PURPOSE 
PAGE 'ffiREE .... 

crcA provides direct services as well as indirect advocacy· services 

to its manbers. Present services include the administration of an Indian 

Child Welfare Act Program, for eleven participating tribes and a Health 

PI:Q.fessions Rec:rui tment Program. ----~' s Tribal Training Ins ti tu1;i,_J_ust 
initiated, is aimed at increasing the level of rnanagerrent sk:! lls for : 

tribes and meeting their managanent needs. Indirect services, by way -

of liaison and advocacy efforts for manbers, in their relationship with 

Indian Health Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, State and other Federal 

Agencies are part of our primary effort. 



Mr. F.dwin Meese III 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

July 2, 1981 

In recent corresIXJndence to you, California Trilial Chainnen's 
Association (.C'ICA), a statewi de organization representing thirty­
eight ('38) federally recognized tribal governments in California, 
expressed the need -for -tribal governments to have a mechanism for 
access to the Executive Branch. 

In Decetber, 1980, trilial governments in California joined, in 
the spirit of tribal solidarity, with trilial leadership throughout 
the nation to establish a meaningful and hanronious relationship 
with the Executive Branch of Government. 

Continuous efforts of tribal leadership throughout the nation, 
to create a forum by which the government-tcrgovernment relationship 
with the Federal Government can be maintained, have resulted in 
establishment of an American Indian Leadership Council. 'Ihe Council, 
a::mprised of eight regional leaders from federally recognized tribes, 
is led by Chainnan Peter MacD:mald of the Navajo Nation. 

CICA has fonnaB.y petitioned the American Indian Leadership Council 
for the addition of a California seat, to be represented by a marber 
of CICA. We have been recently advised that the Council is considering 
expanding to include three additional seats. The expansion will insure 
trioal representation from all geografhic areas in the nation. 

CICA manber trilies wish to join with the American InQ.ian leadership 
Council to meet with the President on tribal affairs. We believe the 
American Indian Leadership Council can be used as the mechanism through 
which access to the Administration cari be obtained. · 

Representing Land Based Indians of California 

1540 RIVER PARK DR ., SUITE 21 4 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 
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Although CICA and matbers of the American Indian Leadership Council 
recently met with Mr. Morton Blackwell, Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison, and .other Senior Staff fran the Administration, no formal 
c:ornnitment has been made by the Administration to continue to meet with 
the American Indian Leadership Council. 

CICA recognizes that the unique problans of Indian people cannot 
be addressed adequately without consultation with Tribal C--overnrnents. 

CICA and tribal leadership throughout the nation continue to await 
the opportunity to meet with the President and rnE!Tbers of the Executive 
Branch to .inplement a ·fo:r:nal rrechanisrn through which access can be 
achieverl . 

cc: Mr. Richard William.son 
Assistant to the President 
on Intergovernmental Affairs 

Mr. Morton Blackwell ✓ 

Sincerely, 

l~~dJJu)l 
Alec Garfielel 
President 

Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 

Mr. Franklyn C. Nofziger 
Assistant to the President 
for Political Affairs 

AG/jh 



.. 
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TJIE WHI T E HO U SE 

W A S III NOTO N 

April 28 , 1981 

Dear Mr. Risling: 

I am in receipt of your letter of April 22 
requesting that I meet with delegates of 
the California Tribal chairmen's Associa­
tion. Mr. Morton Blackwell in the Office 
of Public Liaison is The White House contact 
for Indian issues and I have forwarded 
your request to him . 

Cordially , 

... 
Richard S . Williamson 
Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 

Mr. Dale Risling 
President 
California Tribal Chairmen ' s Association 
1540 River Park Drive 
Suite 214 
Sacramento , California 95815 

cc: Morton Blackwell (w/incoming) / 
---. 

• 



Mr. Richard Williamson 
President's Assistant for 

Intergovernmental Affairs 
'lhe 'White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20 500 

ATIN: Lisa Degrandi 

Dear Mr. Williamson: 

April 22, 1981 

On May 6-7, 1981, the ~ tional Tribal Chainnen 's Association _ is 
sponsoring a National Tribal C'-.overnment rs Conf erence in Washington, D. C., 
for the purpose of presenting to the Reagan Administration positions on a 
variety of issues that affect federally reoongnized tribal governments through­
out the nation. 

'lhe primary focus of the meeting will be to stress the need for fonnal 
access to the Executive Branch, as well as work tavards a ccmmibnent from the 
President on an American Indian Policy. Meli tionally, certain specific issues 
such as the federal trust responsibility, our government-to-government relation­
ship with the federal government, block grants and tribal programs will be 
discussed. · 

California Tribal Chairiren's Association, a statewide organization 
representing thirty-four (34) federally recognized tribal governments, is working 
with N'ICA to ooordinate efforts for a meeting with you and other Administration 
officials. We wish to stress that, because of our legally recognized relationship 
with the federal government, tribal governments are seeking to establish and 
increase their relations with other units of state and local government. We also 
have contacted Mr. Edwin Meese, Ms. Elizabeth Ible and Mr. Morton Blackwell to 
meet with over 100 tribal leaders on this and similar topics. 

We cannot understate the need of tribal qovernments for access to the 
Executive Branch to discuss this significant issue re<;rarding our qovernrnent-to­
government relationship. Over 176 tribes met in Decenber, 19 80, at a National 
Issues Forum and reiterated this need. Resolutions were f01:warded to the 
Transition Team in Decenber in anticipation of initiating a workincr relationship 
with the Reagan Administration. 

Representing Land Based Indians of California 

1540 RIVER PARK DR ., SUITE 214 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 
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• Mr. Richard Williamson - 2 - April 22, 1981 

'Iherefore, in behalf of N'ICA and CICA 's merrbership, we request an 
appointment with you on May 6 or 7, 1981 to meet with deleqates at the 
oonference, held at the National Education Association Auditorium, 1201 16th 
Street, N. W. We would appreciate an address on the topic of your office's 
role in interfacing with units of state and local government, so that tribal 
representatives may have an opportunity to voice their concerns with reqard to 
their working relationship with federal and state oovernments. 

We look fo:rward to a positive response fran your office. Please 
contact Mr. Kenneth Black or Elmer Sevilla, N'ICA, (202) 343-9484 or C'ICA, 
Carole Richard (916) 920-3325. 

DR 
nrl 

cc: Elmer Sevilla, N'ICA 
Edwin 'Ihanas, Jr. 

Assistant to Edwin Meese 
Charlotte Ellis, Administrative Assistant 

to Elizabeth Ible 
James Baker, 

Assistant, Chief of Staff 

Sincerely, 

d~~~ 
Dale Risiln~ ·p 
President, CIC.A 



Mr. Dale Risling 
President 
California Tribal Chairmen's 

Association - Suite 214 
1540 River Park Drive 
Sacramento, California 95815 

Dear Mr. Risling: 

,JUL I Ll 1
,,-.. .... ,, 
v·-

1'- \_j. 

Mr. Edwin Meese, Counselor to the President, asked me to reply to your 
letter of June 10, 1981. Since your letter you attended a meeting on 
June 24, 1981 at the White House as a member of the J'vnerican Indian 
Leadership Council where the concerns you mentioned in your letter were 
addressed. As a member of the American Indian Leadership Council, an 
Indian-formed and -controlled organization, I assume you are representing 
the California Tribal Chairmen's Association as a member. The expansion of 
the size of the American Indian Leadership Council is of course an internal 
decision of the Council. You may wish to express your suggestions to your 
Chairman, Peter MacDonald. 

As Mr. Morton Blackwell of the White House's Office of Public Liaison 
indicated at the June 24 meetinq, he is willing to arrange meetings with 
other groups of elected Jndian leaders. 

The National Tribal Government's proposed American Indian/Federal Policy 
statement dated May 1981 mentioned in your letter has been received. 
I can assure you that all material and suggestions of which I am aware, 
particularly that from recognized Indian groups, will be giv.en serious 
consideration. 

Please let me know if I can be of additional assistance. 

cc: White House - Leslie Sorg 
ES - Halpert 
Codes IA-00 & 100 

Secretary's Surname 
Secretary's Reading File (2) 
A/S-IA Reading File 

Sincerely, 

/S~ Kenneth Smith 

Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

120 Surname BCCO #583 
120 Chron 886 Mailroom 
100 Reading File 

120:JAle:lc 7/02/81 
REW Per IA-00:CShaw:lc 7/10/81 (Rewrite 3rd paragraph) 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH&. HUMAN SERVICES 

Mr. Dale Risling 
President 

AUG 3 \gS\ 

California Tribal Chairmen's Association 
1540 River Park Drive, Suite 214 
Sacramento, California 95815 

Dear Mr. Risling: 

Office of the Secretary 

I am responding to your letter of June 10 to Mr. Richard 
Williamson in which you expressed the position of the 
California Tribal Chairmen's Association that tribal govern­
ments be equally eligible as States ta receive and distribute 
block grant funds. 

The Department is sensitive to the special relationship the 
recognized tribal governments has with the Federal government. 
In addition, we understand the unique problems that this 
relationship presents in funding block grants to States with 
no provisions for tribal governments. As a result, we have 
met, and will continue to meet, with representatives of 
tribal governments to review and evaluate funding options 
which reflect these special problems. 

I appreciate your advising the Department of the Associa~ion's 
concerns. Please be assured that we will continue to seek an 
acceptable solution to the Federal government's commitment to 
the tribal governments, and feel free to contact me directly 
as we work toward implementation of the block grant funding. 

Sincerely, 

Robert J. Rubin, M.D., 
Assistant Secretary for 
Planning and Evaluation 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 23, 1981 

California Tribal Chairman's Association 
]540 River Park Drive 
Suite 2]4 
Sacramento, California 95815 

Dear Mr. Garfield: 

I am responding to your letter to Mr. Edwin Meese III 
regarding the ~merican Indian Leaders Advisory Council. 

I am pleased to report to you that we had a major 
briefing of tribal leadership on June 24 which was 
arranged at the request of the AILAC. We are preparing 
a printing of the presentation made at that time. You 
will receive a copy as soon as it is available. 

I look forward to continuing and expanding communication 
between Indian leaders and the government. 

Cordially, 
-::;;<)1.1 , ._ ,_-··· - , i / / --/ 

,/ , / ;,,{: ( " I ") : 1 , .,-_ - // 
· ,, / / ' -- ✓- ·) l -- r l ,. -· ~ ~~ v '-c.. -,c; (/ 

Morton C. Blackwell- · 
Special Assistant to the President 



Mr. Edwin Meese III 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Meese: 

June 10, 1981 

California Tribal Chairmen's Association is a statewide organization 
representing thirty-eight (38) federally recognized tribes in California. 

Tribal governments throughout the State believe that a mechanism for 
access to The Executive Branch must be established. The elected leadership of 
tribes throughout California and the nation have been working with Administration 
staff to create a forum by which they can maintain their government to 
government relationship with the Federal Government. An American Indian 
Leadership Council of regional leaders from federally recognized tribes 
has formed, which we believe to be an excellent vehicle for tribal access 
to the President. 

President Reagan keenly recognized the need for access between tribal 
governments and the Federal Government, as expressed in statements in his 
20-Point Indian Issues Response published during the Reagan-Bush Campaign. 
We look towards the President for his support of the American Indian Leader­
ship Council, as the mechanism through which access can be achieved. 

Over 176 tribes through the nation called for access to the Executive 
Branch through a twelve member council, composed of regional tribal repres­
entatives to advise the President, at the National Issues Forum, in December, 
1980. Their recommendations were forwarded to Mr. Richard Richards on the 
Transition Team; we enclose another copy for your review. Although no 
response was forthcoming, an American Indian Leadership Council, led 
by Chairman Peter McDonald, the Navajo Nation, formed to advise the President 
on tribal affairs. 

Tribal leaders again called on administration officials for access in 
May, 1981, and recommended that an American Indian policy statement be adopted 
by the President. We enclose that statement for your review and endorsement 
by President Reagan. 

Representing Land Based Indians of California 

1540 RIVER PAR K DR., SUITE 214 • SACRAMENTO,CALIFORNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 
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Mr . Edwin Meese, III 
Page Two 

CTCA member tribes, along with other intertribal organizations, 
wish to join with the American Indian Leadership Council to meet with 
the President on tribal affairs. We are looking toward the American 
Indian Leadership Council to expand its representation to include 
three additional chairmen, so that every geographic area and the needs 
of all tribal governments - small and large - will be served. 

Tribal governments in California have made every effort to work with 
the Administration in this endeavor. In the spirit of tribal solidarity, 
we have joined with the elected leadership throughout the nation to 
establish a meaningful and harmonious relationship with the council and 
the Executive Branch of Government : · 

We anxiously await the opportunity for tribal leadershi p of all the 
United States to meet with you and thereby maintain the honor and integrity 
of the Federal Government's relationship with Indian people. 

cc~ · M.r." ~ichard Will-iamson 
Assistant to The President 

; · on Intergovernmental Affairs 

✓Mr. Morton Blackwell 

Sincerely, 

7)dz j:?rj)aj 
Dale Risling 
President 

Deputy Assistant to The President 
for Public Liaison 

Enclosure 

DR/jh 



Dec e mber 31, 1980 

Dear Tribal Chairper son: 

On behalf of the Board of Directo rs of California ~ribal 
Chairm e n's As s ociation, we wish to ext e nd our appreciation to 
you for participation in the National Issues Forum, held in 
San Di ego , Ca 1 i for n i a , De c e_m b er 1 5 - 1 7 , 1 9 8 0 . 

We enclose the p a ck e t of resolutions passed by the 
general body on Dece mbe r 17, 1980, and delivered to the 
Transition Te am for President-Elect Reagan. Additionally, 
seve r al resolutions and other materials are included , which 
were also directed to th e Transition Team, on the general 
bocy's motion. 

Through your participation and input, the meeting was 
nost s uccessful in pr o viding a forum for tribal lead er s to 
e x press solidarity on common issues and communicate to 
the new Administratio n mutual concern s for tribes over the 
nex~ four years. 

We will look forward to the new Ad ministration's respon se 
and ~ork with the n a tional organizations to relay it to you. 

J12ldJ.~ 
B a rbara Vallo E~ · 
Executive Director 

Enclosure 

BVE/jj 

R<";>r,"s~·,, tiag Lmu. l fl cisi'cl I ndiun1 of Cul if orn io 

i ::10 f"i !VE F~ PAHK DH ., S~IT E 2H O SACRAMENTO,CALIFOflNIA 95815 • PHONE 920-3325 
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Yre sident-El~ct Ronald Reagan 
Office of the President-Elect 
1726 M St. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Dear President-El e ct Reagan: 

December 18, 1980 

On December 15- 17, 1980, in San Di e go, California, the 
California Triba l Chai rme n's Association and the All Indian 
Pueblo Council of New Mexico, provide d a Nat ional Issues Forum 
for Tribal Lead e rs o f all Federally-recognized tribes , The 
purpose of this forum was to prepa r e our recom"Tienda t ions to the 
new Administration over all matter s concerning our tribes , 
thereby ensuring orde rly transition of tribal affairs: 

. The el e cted leaders of the 176 tribes who met in San Diego, 
_approved the a,ttacl)ed resolutions , which we submi t for your Ad­
ministration I s revieH and imple~enta tion - - The se resolutions a·d­
dress ma jor areas of concern to triba l governments. The _first 
and second resolution invol ve the necess ity £or a Nationa l 
American Indian Policy and the need for tri b a l access to th e 
Executive Branch of Goverruue nt. rrhe third and fourth resolution 
request the President to address tribal g6ve rnments in his In­
augural Addres s and Message to Congress. The final resolution 
calls for a water policy that respects the rights of Indian 
people. 

Additionally, elected tribal l e ader s voted ·unanimously to 
request t hat you acc ept the attache d m2terials and r esolutions 
submitted by various p ar ticipants for you~ consideration. 

We trust you will consider these r esolutions and respond in 
a positive manner. 

Sincerely, 

!lb4%%f/ 
ALEC GARFIV,::~; 
President, Californi a Tribal Chairme n's As s ociation 

cc. Mr. Delfin Lova to . . . ,· 1 . , ·11 ,, 1- ic·t ·r -
• 1 ' ·1•:' , , ;I.,~ !! 1 • ' ,; . IJ.\ f ' t fl1 :. :1:,• t • ti I nr,11,1 

All Indian Pue blo Council 
15,1 0 Rl\'EH PJ-\fm DH .. SUITE 21,l • S/\CP.Ai,\EiHO.C t .UFOf\i!ll\ 95815 • PHON E ~20- 3325 

. . 
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Pr esident El ect Reagan 

,t~ Page T\·to 

cc: Mr. Edwin Meese , Transition Team 
_Mr. Richard Richard s 1 Department of In ter ior, Transition Team 
Senator Robert Dole 
Senator Henry Jackson 
Senator Paul Laxalt . 
Senator William Cohen 
Senator J ames McClure 
Senator Mark Hatf ield 

. . --·-.. - · 

.. 
. . , 
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WHEREAS: 

HHEREAS: 

,WHEREAS: 

v-lHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

For Adoption by President- Elect Reagan of . 
a National Amcri2an Indian Policy 

One hundred seventy-six (176) Federally recognize d 
tribes met at a National Issues Forum in San Diego, 
California , December 15-17, 19 80 , s ponsored by the 
Californi a Triba l Chairmen 's Association and All 
Indian Pueblo Council; and 

The purpose of this National Issues Forum was to 
make recommendations to the Reagan Administra tion 
for orderly transition of tribal affairs; and 

Pres ident-Elect Reag3n previously anno~nced his 
positions and policies as the y relate to Federally 
recognize~ Indian tribes, in his questionaire re- ~ > 

spons e to Federally recognized tribes presented 
through the Reagan-Bush Campaign on Sep tember 27, 
1980; and 

The positions stated by President~Elect Reaga n re­
present a policy that supports Indian tribal govern­
ments, tribal sovereignty and Indian self-determination 
and · 

T1lere presently exists no Fede ral American Indian Policy 
fol l owed bi the Executive Branch of gover nment; and 

WHEREAS: The positions stated in Preside nt-Elect Reagan's 
_questionaire- respons e to Fed erally recognized tribes, 
. presented through the Reagan- Bu s h Campaign . on Septenibe"i:-·· --

26 ~ 1980, would meet the need for a Nationa·l Ame ric an 
Indian Policy, by addressing areas of concern shared by 
elected tribal leaders of Federally recognized tribes, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the positions stated py 
President-Elect Reagan, attached hereto and incorporated 

·herein, be affirmatively adopted as a National American 
Indian Policy of the Reagan Administration, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Transition Team c arry forth these 
recommendations to the Reagan Administra t:ion for confirm­
ation, endorsement and imple~entation as the Presidents' 
National American Indian Policy. 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

We hereby certify that the foreg6ing re s olution was duly considered 
by a meeting of Federally recognized tribes at a National Issues 



L 

. - .· . -

I ~, Forum h e ld on December 15- 17 , 19 80, and that said resolution was 
adopted by unanimous acclama:tion. 

- lee Garf ieJd, President 
Cali f qrnia'1ribal Chairmen 's Association 

· Date 

. .. - - -· - ·•· --·-· . 
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l'l'HEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

·wHEREAS : 

WHEREAS: 

'WHEREAS :· 

l·ffiEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

RESOLUTIOJS!. 

For Access by Federally Recognized Tribes 
to the Executive Branch 

One hundred seventy six (176 ) Federally recognized 
tribes met at a Na tional Issues Forum in San Diego, . 
Californi a , December 15-17 , 1 980 , sponsored by the 
California Triba l Cha irmen ' s Association and All 
tndian Pue blo Council ; and 

Tr1e purpose of this Na t ion2. l Issues Forum was to 
make r ecommendations to the Reagan Administration~~ 
for orderly transition of tribal affairs; and 

A major issue of concern to triba l leaders .present 
at the forum invo lved the direction President-ilect· 
Reagan should follow in the Executive Branch, with . 
regard to tribal Indian 2ffairs, and more specifically, 
direct access by Fede rally r ecognized tribes to the 
Executive Branch of the Federa l Governme 1t ; and 

President-Elect Reagan has stated that he believes 
deeply in the rul e of l aw and that he supports ·and 
respects adherence to treaties , cour t d e ci s ions, and 
l aws pa ssed by Congress which clearly reco g nize the 
Indian tribes ' right to self ~overn~ent; ·and• 

There pre s e ntly exists no persons within the White 
House t~a t provide and ensure a means of direct access 

· to the Pres ident to affect and influence t he affairs 
o f Federall y recognized tribes; and 

The re currently is a failu r e an~/ or refusal of various 
Federal agenc ies to cooperate with each o the r and 
coordina te their effo r ts on behalf of Federally rec­
o gnized India n tribes ; and 

Such access to the Executive Branch, as determined 
by the Federally recognized tribes of thes e United 
States, is essentia l towards maintaining the govern-~ 
ment-to- government relations hip between the Federa;l 
Government an~ tribal governments , and ; 

.. 
NO'i·l , THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that the· 1 76 Federally recognize d 

tribes present at the Nati ona l Issues Forum s upport 
and sanction a direct ~eans of access for Federally 
recogniz e d tribes to the President ; and 



-·•, \ t , 

.,...._. 
·-

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the s e Fede rally recognize d tribes · 
he~eby r equest ~nd urg e Pres ident-Elect Reaga n to 
es tablish a Hhite Hou se Coordina tor or Advi s or on· 
Indian Affairs; a n d 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the alternative; that Preside nt 
Elec t Reagan appoin t a Deputy Assistant to the Pres­
ident-on I~dian Affairs. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, tha t the appointed advisor be a me mber 
of an Indian tribe ~rid that such individual have a 
high degree of exper tise in "Indian affairs," from · 
both the triba l goverNt1e nt and federc:il agency poi11ts 
of view; · 

We hereby c ertify that the for ego i ng resolution was duly cons id­
ered by a meeting of Federally recogniz e d tribes at a Na tio nal 
Issues Forum h e ld on De cembe r 15- 17, 1980, and tha t · said r esolution 
was adopted by unanimous acclama tion. 

Association 

Date /42- (<f- !:{) 

· .,· 

. • . .... -~-;~:~ . 
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,, ' \·lHEREAS: 

\-fdEREAS: 

.1·illEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

\·lHEREAS: 

a National i\.mer1 ::a n .tnai a. n Po11cy 

One hundr e d s e venty - s i x (176) Fede rally recog nize d 
tribes met at a Na tiona l I ss u e s Forum in S a n Diego, 
Cal ifo r ni a , De c e mbe r 15- 17, 1980 , s ponsor e d by the 
Cali f orni a Tr iba l Cha irme n's As s ociation and All 
Indian Pue blo cou nc i l; and 

The pur pose of this National Issue s Forum wa s to 
make recoir.me nda tions to the Reagan Administra tion 
for orderly transition of tribal affairs; and 

Pres ide n t-Elect R.eag::in previously announced his 
positions and policies as the y rela te to F ederally 
recogni ze c:1 India n tribe s -, in his qu e stiona ire re- ~-;:.,J­

spons e to Feder ally recogniz e d tribe s present e d 
through the Reagan- Bt.!sh Ca mpa ign on Septemb e r 27, 
1980; _ and 

The pos itions stated by Pres ide nt-Elect Reag2 n re­
pres ent a policy t h a t supports Indian triba l govern ­
ments, triba l ~ov ere ignty and Indian self-deterrrrination 
and 

The re p resen tly e x i s ts no F e d e r a l Ame rica n I~dian Policy 
followe d bi t h e Executive Branch of government; and 

WHE REAS: The po s itions state d in Pre side nt-El e c t ~ e agan's 
questionaire - r esponse- to Federally recogni z e d tribe s, 

--- ... :.presented thr ough the ·Re aga r1-Bush -Campa i g n o n S epte r;ibsr- ·, - ~-
26~ 1980, · ,-muld mee t the nee d for a Na t i o P.a l J!...rnerican 
Indi a n . Pol i cy, by a dd r~ss ing a r e a~ of conc e rn shared by 
elected t ribal lea d e rs of Feder ally recogni zed t r ibes , 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the positions sta t e d . by 
President- Elect Reagan, · atta che d h e reto and incorporate d 

'here;i.n, be a f firmatively a dopted a s a Na tiona l Junericc n 
Indian Policy of the Reag a n Admini s tration, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , t11a·t the Tra n sition Tea m carry forth these 
r e commendations to th e Rea g a n Administraiion f or confirm­
ation, endorsement and implementa tion as th e Presidents' 
National Ame ricc.1n Indian Poli c y. ., -· 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

h'e hereby certify tha t the for egoing resolution was duly considered 
by a meeting of Fede rally recognize d tribes at a Natio n a l Issues 
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WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

't·mEREAS : 

l'1HEREAS: 

NBEREAS:. 

RESOLU'f[ON 

FOR PROTECTION BY THE PRESIDENT 
OF TRIBAL WATER RESOURCES 

Indi c:tn Nations have enter·ca into treaties with the 
·united States of America, and 

The I~dian.Nations retained verious rights within 
their treaties, . and 

The solemn promises have t~ne and again been broken 
by the trustee, the United States of America, and 

Water Rights is the _prime resource pursued by the 
Non-Indians, who urg e s the trustee to violate _ India!"!.:.;>=. 
treaty rights, and 

President Carter has a Water Policy that denies the 
development of a p e rr.ianent tribal ·homelu.nd ,-1i th this 
valuable Water resources, and 

The Water Resource Council h as promulgated principles 
and standards for President Carter's Water Policy· 
that are d e signed to divest the Indian Nations of 
their valuable water resources, and 

1mEREAS: Even after a Court decision has recognized the Indian 
Nations 1 Right to develop the ir water resou r ces for . 

. _ any P:J~po_se,_ t~~ Uni ~E:!d 5-tates. Depa__rtmcnt : of _ In_!:erior . 
-plans· t.6 p nb1fsh 'a. 'riew F-eder'al Regulation to further 
·erode Indian Water Rights, a nd 

THEREFORE BE IT NOW RESOLVED , that tribal leaders in special 
session at San Diego, California, at a Natio nal ~ssues 
Forum held on December 16, 1980, r e -emphasized and ~ 
reiterated their Treaty Rights, a nd 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the tribal l eaders i n discussion at 
the National Issues Forum for Trib~l Solidar ity object 
and rejects President Carter 's Water Policy and Principles 
a nd Standards of the Water Resources Council, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any new regulations.must be reviewed 
by the Indian Tribal leadership before being published 
in the Federal Register, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New Reagan Administration recognize, 
support and protect the India n water resources as per 
treaty language and Court decisions , and 

BE IT FURTH ER l~ESOLVED , that the Reagan Administration urge the 
amendment o r repeal of the McCarran .amendment and 
recognize that Indian Nations can and will play, develop 
and administer their own Wat er resources fo~ the develop­
ment of a Permanent Tribal Homeland. 
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,, 

C -E R · T 1. Fl.CA. 'f l. 0 N 

We ~ereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly consid­
ered by a meeting of Federally recognized tribes at a National· 
Issues Forum h eld on December 15-17, 1980, and t11at said resolution 
was adopted by unanimous acclamation. · 

/} ,4 Ii . /·/, ,I 
-»--1:£~/l!/,~~--~,~u-if- ----
Alec Garfielqj President 
California T~bal Chairmen's Association 

Date. /:J-/&f""J .. 

·- -; .... _ .. _ ,. 

,.. -. : 
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HI·lEH.El\S: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

HHEREAS : 

-WHEREAS: 

To Address Federally Recognized Tribes in · 
the President's Inaugural l\ddrcss; 

--
One hundred seventy- six (17 6 ) Federally.r~cognized 
tribes met at a National Issues Forum in San Diego; 
California , December 15-17 , 1980, sponsored by the 
California Tribal Chairmen's Association and All 
Indian Pueblo Council; and 

The purpose of this National Issues Forum was to 
make recorn~endations to the Reagan Administration 
for orderly transition _of tribal affairs, 

The 176 tribes represented at the National Issues 
Forum recognize ~heir unique status as Federally 
recognized tribe s and their government-to-government 
relationship with the Federal Government ; 

These tribes further recognize ·the n ~ed for .the 
Executive Branch of Government to continue to 
honor that government- to-government rcilationship 
and th e ir unique status as Federally recognized 
tribes ; 

An appropr iate ·me c11anism to recognize that · relation­
ship is by a statement in the President!s Inaugural 
Add.ress; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that those tribes present at 
the National Issues For um, r epresenting 176 Federally 

~recognized. Indian tribe s, . hereby request , and sanction_ 
-that President-Elect Reagan pledge, · by a statement 
addressed to Federally ·recognized _tribes in his 
Inaugural Address, 11i s corruni.tment to· suppor t triba l 
sovereign ty of Federally recognized tribes; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that President-Elect Ronald Reagan make 
the followi ng statement regaraing Federally recognized 
Indian tribes in his Inaugural Address; 

"This administration recognizes its responsibility to 
and the special relationships between the United States 
government and American Indian Tribes c:1nd Alaskan 
Natives. I pledge to continue to support their 
sovereignty and the self-determination of Federa"lly · · · ... 
recognize·a t ribal governm_ents . II 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 
. . 

We hereby certify tha t the foregoi ng resolution was duly considered 
by a meeting of Federally recognized tribes at a National Issues 



\ ) 

\:.· :-.. :_~~ .... ~ · .. 
. ~ 

-_·;. .. 

. .. •· 

. .. , 

aaopted by una n_imou s a c c l uma ti or. . 

;;>£J~~ -fu~ Ga rfi e ld,/JPr esid e n t 
Ca l ifornia Tr ilia~ Cha j_rme n ' s Asso c iati on 

Da te ~-------- ---- --- - --

..... "'-:.- ··-: 

...... ►- ....... · -.:: ----~· :: -· :::·_ . 
.. 
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WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

,"\<,11-IEREAS: 

HHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

To Address Federa lly Recognizetl Tribes id 
the President ' s First Message to Congres~ 

One hundred seventy -s ix (176 ) Federally recognized 
tribes met at a Nation a l Issues Forum in Sa n Diego, 
California , Decemb er 15- 17 , 1980 , sp6nsored by the 
California Tribal Chairme n's Associa tion a nd All 
Indian Pueblo Council; and 

The purpose of this National Issues Forum was to 
make recowmenda tions to the_Reagan Admini s tration 
for orderly transition of tribal affair s ; and 

rr'he 176 tribes r·epresented at the Nationa l Issues 
Forum recognize their uniqu e status as Federall j · · 
recogni zed t rib es and the ir governme nt-to-goverrunen.t,.):_ 
relations hip with the Federal ~overnment; and · 

These tribes further r e cognize the nee d for the 
Executive Branch of Government to continue to 
honor that government-to-government relationship . 
and unique status a s F~derally recognized t rib es ; 

An .appropriate mechanism to recognize that relation­
ship is by a sta tement in the President!s First Message 
to Cong r~s s ; and 

NOW; THEREFORE BE I T RESOLVED , that these tribes present at 
the .Na t ional Issues Forum, representing 176 Federal ly 

- ---·· ·- -~_,_._._:-::; re.co·gni·zed I ndian .. tribes , · hereby request · and ·sanction 
-that President-Elect Reaga n p ledge, by a statement 
addressed to Federaliy · recognized . . tribes in his First 

·Mess a ge to ·co_n.gress' hls conu--:1i tment to supp ort tribal · . . 
s overeignty of Federally recognize d tribes; and 

· BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that President-Elect Ronald Reagan make 
the following statement regarding Federally recognized 
Indian tribes in his First Message to Congress; and 

" This admini stration r e cognizes its responsibility to 
and the special relationship b e tween the United States · 
g overnment and Amer ican Indian Trib es and Alaskan · 
Nat i v e s. I pledge ·to continue the support of their 
sovereignty and the s e l f -determina tion o f the Federally .~ 
recognize d tribal governments ." · 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N . -· .. ·. 

' · . . .... ·-:• ·.-

We hereby c e rtify that the for egoing resolution was duly considered 
by a meeting of Federally r ecognize d tribes at a National Issues 

.·; ;· - .· . . . ;_' .· . .-:•.:.:.- . 
.. - .. ; 

. ·--· ... ;. 
• • • -. ,-..I .... - • • 
. . ' .. -,. . :·:.- ---~ 
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Forum h e ld on . De c e mber 15- 17 , 1980 , and that said resolution was 
adopte d by una n imou s accl a ma tion. 

California T b a l Cha irme n •~ As s o c i a tion 

G=. 

Date 

-·- · . . 

:· . ··_ -: . . 

. ;·-' .··: : ·.:: 
· <· . - ._ . · 

-· : • ' .. 
· .. -~· . -

.· . - . 

. ,.::: . . 
. . _:_:·· ~:=: :- . 
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ADDITIONAL RESO LUTIONS PASSED 
DURING TH E NATIO NA L ISSUES FORUM 

AN D SUPPLEMENTARY 
MATE RIALS SUBMITTED BY 

PARTICIPANTS 

- ~ 

...... . a_: 
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RESOLUTION 

For the Creation of a Twelve Member Commission on Tribal Affairs 

WHEREAS : 

\'7HEREAS: 

\'/HEREAS: 

WHEREAS : 

One hundred sev e nty six ( 176 ) Federally recognized tribes 
met at a National Is s ues Forum in San Diego , Californi~ , 
Dec e mber 15-17 , 1980 , sponsored by the California Tribal 
Chairmen • s As sociation and All Indi~n Pueblo Council ; and 

The p urpose of this Nation a l Issues Forum was to mak e 
recommendations to the Reagan Administration for o r derly 
transition of tribal affairs ; and 

A major issue of concern to tribal leaders present at the 
forum involved the direction President-El e ct Reaaan should 
follow in the Execu t ive Branch , with regard to tribal Indi°an 
affairs , and rno r e sp e cifica lly , direct a cces~ by Federally 
rec o gnized trib e s to the Executive Branch of the Fede r al 
Government; and 

President-Elect Reagan has stated that he believ e s deeply 
in the rule of law and that he supports and respects adh er ­
e n c e to treat i es , court d e c i s ions , and laws p a s s e d by Con -· 
gress which clearly rec o gni z e t he Indian tribes ' right to · 
self governm e nt; and 

WHEREAS: There presently exists n o mechanism within the Office of the 
President that advis es the Presid e nt and provid e s input. to 

__ - -· ·- ·--- ···--··· .-.:... . _ ..... . • c~ .. -.h..:J.- :m.. ... e>n ___ .t'b, e .. _ t~Jp a.I .a. .f. fa i ~·~-· C>J _ .f .E;d e.r ~ l .lY. ... ;r:: e.c qg_i_:i~?, ~cj. t E i .b _e.S_j_ __ ._ . ...:.~-
. -- . . -- - -· --- - - - .-.-! - - - - - - ··.· . ·: ---~:-- ~ ~- _- ,.-_ . • - ::~;:-._~- ::·~/~- ~:_; ··· ~:: -~-4 ~• ~:~.--. . -.-.-:- ·• -_. ·. ~--····:' ~.-;-_·-~~-,~----~- ? :;.~:.- .... . ... ~: :·-~--- .. ~- --~ ·::•~·-::·:<:~~-~::::~-:~ 

- \,JHEREA S :. The. three most :· critical a~eas of tribal .· Indi~·~ a ff.airs . which. 
triba I . 1 ea c1 e:i:-s: ·ag:r 'e"~• ··sh~u i·c1· . b ~ -addre·s ~:/e·a . to " ·pres id e.n t - 1::1 ec t 

Hf-IEREAS: 

WHEREAS : 

Reagan involv e budget , policy , and legislation a s they affect 
the American Indian ; and · · · 

Such a mechanism for access to the Execu t ive Branch, as 
det e rmined by the Federally recognized tribes of these United 
Stat es , is essential towards mainiaini~g the governrnen t-to­
g ov ernment relationship between the federal Government and 
tribal governments , and ; 

Tribal leaders recognize and agree that a body of members 
representing the twelve g~ographie; .ar ea s set · forth by the 
Bureau o f Indian Affairs , Department of Interior, woul tl 
provide adequate inpu t to the President on tribal affairs 
t h e areas of budget, policy , and legislation~ 

in 
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NOW, 
' 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that the 176 Federally ricognized 
trib es pre sent at the National Issues Forum suppo~t 
and sanction the establishment of a twelve member 
Commission of Tribal Affairs, to ~r~vide · input to 

,l 

the President's Offic e on budget, policy and l egii­
lative matters ~ffecting Fed e rally recognized tribes; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th a t the twelve (12) area members to the 
Commission repre s ent the twelve (12) geographic areas 
within the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Dep~rtment of 
Interior ; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission me e t on a quarterly 
basis , four . times per year, to advise the President 
on the three aforementioned topics. 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

We ·hereby certify that the fore go irig resolution was duly considered 
by a meeting of Fed e rally recogrii z e d trib es at a National Is s ues 
Forum held on December 15 - 17, 1980, and that said resolution was 
adopted by unanimous acclamation. 

d.e~0 )f(uij~~~O _____ _ 
Alec Garfield, P resident . 
Califo.rnia =T:i;i,b·~-i :Ch;fr·m·~;; -, s 

Date: 12-18-80 

. ' . . . •.- . -~ 
As s ociation 
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WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS; 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: -

In Support of the American Indian's Right to 
Religious Freedom 

One hund r ed seventy-six (176) Federally recognized tribes 
met at a Nation a l Issues Forum in San Diego, California, 
December · lS-17, 1980, sponsor e d by the California Tribal 
Chairmen's Association and All Indian Pueblo Council; and 

The purpose of this National Issues Forum was to make 
recommendations to th e Re agan Administration for orderly 
transition of tribal affairs; and 

A major conc e rn of those tribes present at the Nationa_l_ 
Issues Forum involves their religious freedom and the ·1:"i.ght 
to pursue religious practices; and 

The right to one's religious freedom for all Americans is 
gua r anteed by the First Amen d ment to the United States Con­
stitution; · and 

The Native American Chu r ch of North America requires the 
use of peyote as a sacra ment a nd uses it in its ceremonies 
as practiced· by members under t h e authority of the church; 
and 

Fed.e.raL-.la.i·l_;, :ti~ve upheld the rights of members of t he Nativ 
American Church to use p-~yote· .in relig.icius practic·es; and . . 

-_mIERE ]:\ S_: __ '._- ._,:_;~_:, c;,e_x:J:a,i __ n ,~tat ~_ ... 1:a.ws arc. :noneth e less .in conflict with feder_a _)_. 
· · · · laws ~nd their enforcem e nt has resulted in prose c ution '. of 

Indian people; 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS; 

Such prosecutions strongly interfere with the In~ians' rigb 
and in .particular, the Prarie Band of Potawtomi~s rights, 
to religious pr~ctices and guarantee of religious freedom · 
under the First Amendment to the United States Con s titutior 

The American Indian Re l igious Freedom Act exists to fuitheJ 
ensure the rights of all. Indian people . to pursue religi( 
practices as guaranteed by the First Amendment of the Unit1 
States Constitution. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Federally rec6gnized trib~s presen~ 
at the National Issues Forum join with the Prarie Band of 
Potawatomi tribes in support of the America n Indian Re1igi 
Freedom Act and supp ort th e rights of all Indian people to 



....... , ... 

,:""f:' 

'Q,.,, 

pursue th e ir religious fre e dom as guaranteed by th e 
First Am e ndm e nt of th e Unit e d States Con s titution. 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

We hereby certify that the for e going re s olution was duly con­
sider e d by a me e ting of F e de r ally rec o gnized tribes at a Nation a l 
Issues Porum held on De cemb er 15-17, 1980 and that said resolution 
was adopted by unanimou s acclamation. 

Ale c Garfield, Pre s ident 
California Tribal Ch a irm e n ' s Associ a tion 

Date 12 / 18/8 0 -----'---~------------ -

:: . ·. ·.· . 
· . · · . . . -. . : .·-: .· ·--:: 1. · it . 
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HHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

WHEREAS: 

RESOLUTION 

TO URGE SUPPORT BY THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
INDIAN Cl!ILD HELFARE ACT ( PL 95-608 ) 

One hundred seventy-six ( 1 7 6 ) Federally recognized 
tribes met at a National Issues Forum in San Diego, 
California, Decemb e r 15-17, 1980 , sponsored by the 
California Tribal Chairmen ' s Association and the 
All Indian Pueblo Council; and 

The pu r pose of this National I i sues Forum was to ma ke 
rec om 171 end at ions to the Re a g a n A am in is tr at ion for o r - :~_:},, : 
derly tran s ition of tribal affairs; and 

Congr e ss, through statutes , treaties , and the general 
c ourse of dealing with Indian tribes h a s assumed the 
responsibility for the pro~ection an<l preservation of 
Indian tribes and their resources; and 

There is· no resource more vital to the c o n tinued 
existence and integrity of ·Indian tribes than their 
c hildr en ; and 

WHEREAS: The United siates has a di~ect interest , as trustee , 
··--.·.•· ·-·.· .. ---,,,";..:.::.-".;C::.,,;:,;-;;.,;:.~.-"' . .,., . • - .: i n .protecting __ Tn9_i _a n~ ___ _q_b i l _dr en _ who _a r ~ m !=! mb e rs of o r _ ... 

- - · a _re_ eligible · for rn~mber.shi:n · 1•~y- a\~:---I~dfa·n··· t \ ·"{\;·~ ;-:- . .:~ :{:;"'c) ··=-;.,:,:::.:~"'-·'--~ 

, - -· -:- ... . --:-.... .._-. .; _ . ;.. ___ ._ .:.·--:. ""'. -- ·- -- - -__ ._. _. __ ... - . . . ·- -- -
m -IEREAS: Congress , in p a ssing the " Indian Child - Welfa r e Ac t -. ,· . : . ... . 

WHE REAS: 

o f 1 9 7 8 " has declared that it is the policy o f this 
n a tion to protect the best interests of Ind i a n childr e n 
and to promote the stability and security of.Indian 
t ribes and families; and 

Ade q uate funding is peed~d to meet the goals of th~ 
· " Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978" and 

NOW , THE REFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that those tribes present r e quest 
that the administration o f President-Elect Reagan 
adopt and active l y support the goals and int e nt stated 
within the " Indian Child Helfare Act of 1978"; a n d 

BE I'.r FURTHER RESOLVED , that those tribes present request the 
Reagan Administration to approve Congressional 
appropriations to fund the " Indian Child Helfare 
Act of 1978" for Fiscal Year 1982 . 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

: : ·; . . ·-;-_,_ 

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly 



., 
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' c... · . 

c onsidered by a meeting of Federally recogni ze d tribe s at a 
National Issues Fo r um h e ld 6n Decemb e r 15-17 , 1 980 , and that 
said resolution wa s adopted by un a nimous acclamati o n. 

tUu✓ Jkv1f; Id. -
Alec Garfi eld Pr es ident 
Calif o rnia Tribal Chairmen ' s Association 

Date 12 / 18 / BQ --------'-----------------
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RESOL UTION 

WHER EAS: The Nat ional Is sues Forum coordi nated by the Californ ia Tr i ba l 

· Chai nnen's Associ ati on and all Indi an Pu eblo Cou nc il, met 1n 

San D·iego, Califo rn ia on December 15- 17, 1980, to di scuss i ss ues 

of mutual concern t o Federa lly r ecog ni zed tribes; 

WHEREAS: The purpose of the forum is t o advi se and make r ecommendati ons _ 

t o t he Reagan Adm ini strati on for t he orderly trans i t i on of 

tri bal affairs; 

WHEREAS : The El ected tri bal l eaders attend i ng t he forum, r ecognize the 

need for. l egi sl ati on amending all bl_ock grant prog r ams to 1n-

clud i -~r o~isions for di rect f undi ng to tribes ; . -· 

t 
' • 

·- .... -· . . : .. :: ::. .... . · .. . . 
.- . ~ ·. : .' 

. . . -- - : . . - -- -· ·. ·: : · __ ·:. : . . -- . ·: :.~~---- . -·· -- : . --- --. . : . .:.. . . . .. . -

WHEREAS: Ther e exi st s a need for a uniform fo rmul a foi all f edera l agenc ies 
~ -
¼.. to abide by t o fully fu nd i nd irect cost rates of t r ibes as 

·i-

establi shed by any one author ized agency. 

WH EREAS: Legi sl at ion to improve the i ncons is te nci es in the fo rmul as 

presently used for i ncl 'irect cost r ates \'JOul d im prove the 

situation and not j eopardi ze other tr iba l fu nds t o meet i n- . 

direct costs . 

\·JHEREAS: Such l egi sl at ion shou ld ident ify "set aside" fund s fo r the 

purpose of es t abli shing a uniform indirect cos t r ate ; 

NO\~ THEREFORE-, be it resolved: 

That the el ected tri bal l eaders at the Nati onal Issues Forum 

sanct i on and support 1 eg ·i s·1 at ion to provide direct ·access· by _ 

tribes t o block grants by direc t funding fo r thi s purpose; 

-. ~ . . . -

. _. :- _ 

' •;;· 
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LET IT BE FURTH ER RESOLV ED: 

That such l egisl ation provid e for a formula for an indirec t 

· . cost r ate to be appli ed ur:iiformly by all federal ag encies 

serving Federally recognized Indi an tribes. 

CERTIFICATIO~l 

He hereby certify that the for eg oing r esolu t i on v,as duly consid er ed by 
a meet ing of Fed er ally r ecogni zed tribes at a National Issues For um 
held on December 15-17, 1980, and that sa i d resolution v1as adopted by 
unanimous acclama tion. 

~ · · ·.·· ········ ... ··· · · 

Al e~ Gar!iel~d~nt _. _· . .. ·• .. ; ·. _ . _·_> _:.:~·-· · : · :·· ,-•. · ······ 
California Tnbal Chairmen's Associ ati on -· · · · · ·· ·., · · 

Da.te ··· .-:-·fl~~--7
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