
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Assembly of God 

Box: 33 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


Evangel Tabernacle 
W.L. RODGERS, PASTOR 

5400 MINORS LN. • LOUISVILLE, KY. 40219 

May 4, 1981 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

CHUACH o,,icf 
on C&Af 

NURSING HOME 
GA&Df SCHOOL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
8OO11STOAf 
HOTLINf 

We are a church of approximately 4 ;ooo members including 500 foreign 
speaking people, Laotians, Koreans, and Hmong., with interpreters for 
each group, We definitely support the President's policy on prayer, 
morality, his stand on Human Rights, and his compassion . for peoples 
of other nations. 

Our church is a church of prayer and we will take an active part in 
the President's National Day of Prayer on May 7, We have hundreds of 
people who are participating in a twenty-four hour chain-of-prayer. 
We also have daily prayer meetings in the church beginning at 5:00 a,m. 
and 80 prayer groups meeting weekly in the homes. 

We are in the process of developing Prayer Mountain, where people can 
go and spend as many hours or days as they like in communion with God. 
We are building a tabernacle and prayer grottos for their use. 

On May 7, we will have continual prayer throughout the day here at the 
church, beginning at 5:00 a.m. and climaxing with our evening worship 
service from 7:30 p.m. until approximately 9:30 p.m. Our prayer part­
ners will continue praying throughout the night. 

Sincerely, 

uJ . .f /(o~ 

W. L. Rodgers, Pastor 
Evangel Tabernacle 

WLR:dh 

"AS LONG AS HI! SOUGHT THI! lOIIO, GOO MADE HIM TO PIIOSPEII" II CHAON 2' .5 

N4· 3304 
N1•5U1 
N4-J311 
Nl-17U 
Nl-3171 
Nl-17U 
Nl-1121 



7~ 
Alexandria, VA 22302 
f703l 548 oaa9 

549-5646 

Thomas F. Gulbronson, D. Min. 
Pastor 

Darrell L. Dement 
Minister of Youth and Music 

C. S. Burnell, Jr. 
Business Manager 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washi~gton, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

July 21, 1981 

I wish to thank you for the recent invitation 
that Elizabeth ..Do] e ~t:ended to me-ro-tfft'end the 
briefing on_yQJ,,!X. ecq__n~mic .Er.~_gram. It represents 
your concern for all Americans to l:ie at>pT:1~ of 
your position. 

Mr. President, I agree completely with your budget cuts. 
It is very refreshing to view our president making decisions for the 
betterment of our nation, regardless of the political consequences. 
Thank you and may you continue to take courage. 

Sir, our prayers are with you. May God bless and keep you, and 
your fine family. 

TFG/mgu 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Thomas F. Gulbranson, 
D. Min. 

" ... the hour to reap has come, for the har\7est of the earth is fully ripe." 
n -. 1r-
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THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 

THOS. F. ZIMMERMAN 
G~NEAAL SUPERINTENDENT 

1445 BOONVILLE AVENUE 

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI 615802 

May 26, 1982 

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Dole 
Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole: 

TELEPHONE 

(417) 862-2781 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness in sending tho/,/ 
information about the proposed amendment to t 
Constitution making possible ~tary praye in the 
public schools. This is a matter a out w ic I have 
deep concern, and I feel I have been greatly helped 
by the material which you sent. 

Please feel free to furnish further information as you 
feel would enhance our efforts in behalf of this legis­
lation. 

TFZ/bw 

Most sincerely yours, 

Thos. F. 
General S 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1982 

Dear Mr. Zimmerman: 

Thank you for your letter of support in 
regard to voluntary school prayer. 

Every effort you make in support of the 
Voluntary School Prayer Amendment will 
be of great importance. It is through 
the efforts of you and many other Americans 
that this amendment will become law. 

Please keep me informed of your work. If 
there is any information my staff or I can 
provide for you, please do not hesitate 
to call. 

Sincerely, 

//l!~e~ 
Morton c. Blackwell 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 

Mr. Thos. F. Zimmerman 
General Superintendent 
The General Council of the Assemblies of God 
1445 Boonville Avenue 
Springfield, MO. 65802 
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THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE AssEMBLIES OF Gtm 

1445 BOONVILLE AVENUE 

SPRINGFIELD, MrssouRr 65802 

THOS. F. ZIMMERMAN 

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT 

TELEPHO N E 

\j (417) B62 -27B1 

June 3, 1982 

Mr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

:f\ ,Jt..e. 

Qr~ lL ;( 

'f.6r' 
,,4~' 

Thank you for your letter of May 27 in which you 
share information concerning the submission of the 
President's proposed Voluntary School Prayer Amend­
ment in both houses of Congress. 

We will certainly use our channels of communication 
to solicit support for this important measure. 

Sincerely yours, 

TFZ/bw 
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Rev. Stan Wachtstetter 
450 s. Franklin Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46219 

August 7, 1983 

Mr. Bob Sweet 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Bob: 

20001 

Christian Greetings. 

~le 

Everyone had a truely great time in D.C. thanks to your help! The visit 
was inspirational, infonnative as well as entertaining. It was great! 
Talking with the brothers after the visit, I can assure you~t~h~a~tu~~ilo4iiiteH,;i;,,,,,, 
Ronald Rea openly and strongly supported within th ssemblies of the 
Lord Jesus The church caught a real vision during e u y 12th 
meeting. 

Rev. Don Johnson has designated me as the person to continue working 
this area of promotion. Thank you for making me look so good! From 

in 
what 
I we have now, it is my desire to build a wide~ group of involvement. 

would like to take the group that attended as a nucleus and involve 
leaders from a variety (between 10-15) of the Apostolic groups. ~ 
Johnson has suggested a meeting in late October of about 40 leaders. 
Please confinn as soon as poss±~le, if 1 can proceed in contacting those 
we want to bring for a briefing. 

I appreciate all the efforts you put forward during our last visit, even 
though our requests were sometimes unfair. During this next projected 
visit I can assure you that what we want is only a briefing. As much as 
we enjoyed the White House tour, there will be no such requests. 

I am working to build a coalition of all the Apostolic groups and_ 
ultimately desire a third meetin that will relate with the 130 Oneness 
c n approximately one to two million adherants. ase wo 

:of pulling all these things together will involve a briefing at the 
White House (O.E.B.) and at meeting the approval of a monthly 
news 

r" 

e er. , ... 



Again, let me assure you that Apostolics will be involved in this next 
general election. Let me volunteer help with anyone at your end in 

.EE~Viding information for fund raising and votes in an "Apostolic 
Ministers for Ronald Reagan" as the next election comes closer. --------- - ·- -- - - -- - - -----·-· -- -· . -

I have been moved; I will be in Indianapolis on August 12 and 13 if 
you care to call me at 317-898-2745. 

Respectfully, 

~ 
Rev . Stanley Wachstetter 

SW/crnb 

P.S. Are you related to the prominent 
After September 1, 1983, I will 
College in Memphis, Tennessee. 
located. 

Church Historian, William Sweet? 
be teaching at Apostolic Bible 
This will make me more centrally 



THE GENERAL CouNcIL oF THE AssEMBLrns OF Go» 

1445 BOONVILLE AVENUE 

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI 65802 

THOS. F. ZIMMERMAN 
GENERA.L SUPERlNTENOENT February 11, 1983 

Dr. Morton C. Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Dr, Blackwell: 

Sincere greetings! 

TELEPHONE 
(417) 862-2781 

Thank you sincerely for your kindness in sending to me 
a copy of President Reagan's address to the National 
Religious Broadcasters. I certainly do appreciate this, 
and wish that the President might know of our genuine 
appreciation for not only what he said, but for the evident 
clearcut stand he has taken on a number of moral issues. 
He is to be commended, and we are requesting that our 
constituency across the United States will recommit them­
selves to daily prayer for the President and those who 
work with him. 

Thank you for the excellent influence which you have had 
personally through the past two years. 

With every good wish, I am 

TFZ/bw 

Sincerely 

r 
General Superintende 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 18, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR GINA BESSEY 

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL 

SUBJECT: Assembly of God Schedule Proposal 

I have only recommended Presidential events which I thought 
were highly desirable. Many excellent meetings have received 
a negative recommendation because they were not of highest 
priority. 

A numerical rating system is difficult to use effectively. 
I presume if "l" means the very highest priority, that "10" 
means there would be absolutely no reason for the President 
to participate. Would this mean that a 11 6 11 would indicate 
in my judgment the President should attend? 

I can use the 1 - 10 system, however, as follows: 

1. Category 1 would mean that it would be embarrassing 
for the President not to attend. Such an event would 
be the 1983 VFW Convention. Having spoken to the 
1983 American Legion event, it would be politically 
disastrous t9 miss the VFW Convention. 

2. Category 2 would be an event it would be foolish to 
pass up if the President's participation is at all 
possible. 

3. Category 3 would be excellent opportunities for the 
President to speak but which could be missed for 
higher priority events. 

Below that I wouldn't recommend that the President participate. 
It makes no sense to suggest that the President attend things 
just because it would be nice for him to do so. There is too 
much demand on his time. 

Is this numbering system o.k.? If so, I give the Assemblies of 
God a strong Category 3. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 15, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FAITH RYAN WHITTLESE~.,; 

BLACKWELL ¥~ FROM: MORTON c. 

SUBJECT: Schedule Proposal Assemblies 
of God General Council 

I recommend that the President accept this 
invitation. 

The Assemblies· of God 
pro-Reagan, and increasingly 
The President has scored 

Church is large, growing, 
politically active. 

home runs with the 
supportive religious community with his addresses 

and to the National Religious Broadcasters 
National Association of Evangelicals. 

This is another excellent . opportunity. 

....... 
,.. . . .t ... 
i .... , .......... 

..:., . 



' 

. . . ,,, . . . :· 
PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON THE FOLLOWING 
·scHEDULING REQUEST UNDER CONSIDERATION:' . 

EVENT: Address the 40th General Council of the Assemblies 
of God 

DATE: August 11-16~ 1983 

LOCATION: Anaheim,' Californi~ .. 

BACKGROUND: See attached 

=-:- YOJif QCO.MMENDATIOHi 
-;;:.,. ::-- -·--~i-~-

Accept-_ Regret __ Surrogate 
Priority 
Routine -

ke~sage __ Other 

IF RECOMMENDATION IS TO A~CEPT, PLEASE CITE REASONS~' 
. ...,. 



THE GE1'""ERAL Cocxcn OF THE AssEMBLIES OF Gon 

THOS. F. ZIMMERMAN 

GENERAL SuPE.RINTE.NOENT 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Mr. President: 

14"15 BOONVILLE: AVtNUt 

SPRINOFIELD 1 MISSOURI 6:'.,802 -

/[, 
February 24, 1983 .,,, CW · 

r l, ,•,· v 
,\.....,: . -· \.. \.J-.,~ 

. - / c-

TELEPHONE 

(417) 662·27B1 

-~ . , / / e,r-- . -
( , -, ~\--~ .. -' \ • ').,;.::.. ~ f'\ 

c~ ~ ".1 Li ~--,..j~ 

' ... I 

"'· 
v 

Thank you for the outstanding leadership which you are g1vmg to 
our country during these days of national cha11enge. Your forthright 
position on critical issues of morality and social responsibility and your 
steady leadership have certainly given stabilization to our nation. 

We take this opp9rt_u_11.ity __ te> _)nvite you _t<::> speak at the _4_0_th __ _9_E=J1_eE~11 
Council of the_ Assemblies of Gn.~- which._will convene Augu.st. .ll=.16 
1983, in Anaheim, California. ( This is the biennial meeting of the 
Assemblies of God, at which time our Fe11owship meets to take care of 
the business aspects of our ministry.) We would be most honored to 
have you speak to our group any time that would be most convenient 
for you during the time of our convention. If a suggested time is in 
order, we would ask you to consider _!Jeing a part of the opening 
service of the cony~r1!~c_>J1 __ ~!1- :1._'hursday_, -_Aug~s:! ____ !_l_·'...... Our pro-gram is 
flexible enougb · fo accommodate-your visit .. at the hour most convenient 
to your schedule. 

The constituency of The General Council of the Assemblies of God will 
warmly welcome you and count it a privilege to express support for you 
in bearing the heavy responsibilities of your high office. Presently we 
have more than JO, 000 churches in the United States with approximately 
two mi11ion adherents . Our worldwide outreach touches 110 countries 
of the world, in which-we have a missionary family of more than 1250, 
with an estimated constituency of some nine and one-half million. In 
the January 7, 1983, issue of Christianity Today the Assemblies of God 
was featured as being the fastest growing denomination in America. 

i It has been my honor to serve as a member of the executive committee 
lo£ the National Religious Broadcasters. In this role it has been my 
pleasure to be much involved with planning for your visits at our annual 
convention in January for the last two years. This meeting will be well 
covered by both the secular and Christian media. 



pered exuberance with moments of still­
ness; the quiet refrain "Alleluia" was 
born in a Teen Challenge prayer meet­
ing . 

This has made things more hospitable 
for incoming charismatics from the 
mainline churches. There is no question 
that the Assemblies of God have reaped 
a windfall from both the Jesus move­
ment of the early 1970s and the wider 
charismatic renewal. "The truth is, we 
were leveling off in the late fifties," says 
Richard Champion, managing editor of 
the Pentecostal Evangel, the AG weekly. 
•'Then the Spirit began planting 'our' 
-theology and experience in all sorts of 
unlikely places. If it had happened first 
among the t-:azarenes and the ~aptists , 
we might have been more threatened. 
As it was, it happened in the National 
Council groups and the Catholics, and 
we mainly watched in amazement." 

Superintendent Zimmerman, who is 
glad to be called a charismatic but dis­
likes the label class icnl Pen 1ceos1al ( .. too 
mildewed"') , says . -- The As~emblies 
ha\e been ava ilable to gi\e ba ll ast to 
some of the exce sses. Many charismat­
ics, in t~,eir first burst of excitement, 
\\ anted to kick the institutional habit 
altogt1her and be free. :S:ow they·\e 

EWs=_---__ 

lived to see the need for roots and 
church organization. Some of the exag­
gerations that cropped up had been 
faced by us years ago, and we were able 
to help them see that the Spirit and the 
Word always agree." 

The Asse·mblie·s• growth, however, is 
more than a matter of house churches 
and prayer. groups coming in from the 
cold. Evangelism and church planting 
continue to be important items on near­
ly e\ eryone 's agenda. Zimmerman be­
lieves the denominational self-study in 
the mid-1960s was crucial. "We were 50 
years old as a movement then," he 
recalls, "and a sampling of our constitu­
en,y revealed some creeping ambiguity 
about our reason for being." The result 
was the 1968 <;:ouncil on Evangelism in 
Saint Louis, which declared a three­
pronged mission: worship to the Lord, 
maturation for the saints , and outreach 
to the world. We then asked whether we 
were putting our human and financial 
resources in th ese three areas. These 
ha\·e been our gu iding goals ever 
since." 

The subsequent success stories are 
impressi\·e indeed . Between 1971 and 
19S1, $cores of congregations grew at a 
blistering rate: Springfield. Illinois­

1 Growf h-RaTes 1970-1980 
from 950 to 5,200 
on Sunday morn­
ing; San Jose, Cali­
fornia--060 to 
3,600; !\ew Orleans, 
Louisiana-335 to 
2,400; Joplin, Mis­
souri--95 to 2,450. 

A~u mblitl 
of God 
(1 .1 ,.,, ,l: ,,cn) 

Church ol God 
lC1e-..,e11nd, Tenn.} 
{~!:000) 

Jehov1h '1 
Wit r.enu 
;5C5 0001 

Stv~nrh-day 
Advt:nlis11 
1s1 , 0001 

Mormons 
12 8 r.-i,n,on} 

Sah·ation 
Army 
i.C 17 000) 

Chvrch or 
thr Naurtn• 
i~ ~)')OJ 

Southe,n 
B1ptists 
f\J ~ °"' 111 '0'\J 

-- ----~---- ----------
,0 2() :io k ~ r.o ic iio 

J_J __ I _U_ I 
70% 

600/o 

~;0-g 
l_ 

36% 

36% 
C 
28% 

260/o 

170/o 

Outside observ­
ers notice that the 
Assemblies have 
not soured on Sun­
day school. Where­
as in many churches 
the classrooms are 
only half as full as 
the sanctuary, AG 

Sunday school at­
tendance often 
matches and some­
times even exce.eds 
morning worship. 
In the denomina­
tion"s five largest 
situations, Sunday 
school is running at 

If 100 percent, 190 

I
·:;;_~ percent, 146 per-

cent, 96 percent 

L ___ _::~~~~===========~I~ and 116 percent of 
church attendance Sourc,: r,u,book of rlmuican a11d Canadian Ch11rcht1. 19SO memberships 

arc sho" n in parcn1heses . Total adherents arc more in s.:>me cases. respectively . 

''They've grown because they int ::;-1 .:! ­
ed to grow," says Elmer Towns. dean of 
Liberty Baptist Seminary, Lyr.chburg . 
Virginia, and long-time compiler of 
Sunday school sta tistics . ..They ta lk 
about growth from top to bottom . And 
they hzven't been afraid to learn from 
others. They've brought me to Spring­
field [national headquarters in :-.fo. 
souri] three different times to lecture : 
they've reprinted Southern Baptist 
training materials. Tommy Barnett. 
who's built their second-largest Sunday 
school out in Phoenix, openly admits he 
learned busing from independent Bap­
tists." 

Carl George adds, "They ha\ e a lean 
system that still rewards achie\ ers. As­
semblies of God pastors are not expect­
ed to be intellectuals, givir.g carefully 
balanced presentations every time they 
open their mouths. Instead. tr.ey musr 
be enthusiastic and warm. \·: gorous . 
\\'ith strong social leadership sk ills .·· 
That somet imes makes fel!c ·.1 cler:;> 
ner\'0US in the ir presence . but ;: a7p.'.!r ­
ently meets the average Amer ican on 
comfortable ground. 

The Assemblies of God a;e saongest 
in the .Pacific states-the higr.est con­
centr;ition is, surprisingly. in Al?.sb . 
where 5.3 percent of churchgoers a~e 
AG. !':ext come Oregon (-t9 percer1tl 
and Washington (4.7 percent). fol lowed 
by Arkansas, Oklahoma . then \1on-
1ana, Nevada, Missouri , Idaho, Colo­
rado, California, and Florida . In other 
words, the denomination tilts \1 esc. 

General secretary Joseph Flower (a 
distant cousin of Zimmerman) points to 
a sociological explanation. ''\\'hen peo­
ple move, they are more open to new 
things, :new associations." AG growth 
consultant David Torgerson says . 
"Churches grow best in populations 
that change . Outgoing cong~egacion, 
flourish there. Maybe that explains why 
First Assembly in Fairbanks is th~ larg­
est church in town." 

Evangelism in the Penrecostal church 
has changed drastically since early in 
the century, when the movement began 
to grow. "In the early days ," says Flow­
er, son of one of the founding fath.:-r ~. 
"every church had revival me~tings th:it 
sometimes lasted for weeks. ~ow the , 
don·t usually run more than three o r 
four nights . Some churches ha\e form~ ! 
home visitation programs, bu1 the bif• 
ger mode of contact is media. cs:s and 
PTL have generated fremendous intercs: 
and inquiries. Some churches h,nc 
more than doubled as a result."' 



As,:-sblies of God church planting is 
less a maner of master planning than of 
indi, idual burden and district encour­
;,gemt:.t. ··\'obody sits down in Spring­
field and s:iys, 'Let's start another 
church in Roanoke,'" expl:iins Tor­
gerson. "The fellowship is mu2h too 
autonomous for that. All we do is fan 
the flame of the Great Commission. It's 
up to 1he districts to decide where, who, 
and when." 

\\'hat happens is basically entrepre­
neurial. A would-be pioneer-usually 
young-steps forward and claims a di­
,·ine leading to start a congregation in 
his are;; . If the district officials agree, 
they endorse the enterprise, help find a 
meeting place, often colla1eralize the 
mortra£e at buildine. time, and provide 
publi;h~d materials free for six months. 
Salary subsidies a,·erage three years, 
with a descending scale. 

\\'hen the new church chooses a 
r.arne. it may not include "Assembly of 
God.·· Denominational flag wa\'ing has 
sladed in recent years, with S of the 13 
l;,rges; congrtg,nions (according to Sun­
day sc~,001 10:als) calling themsel\'eS 
.~.ir.gs FJ;e Cah ary Temple. Willamette 
Ch

0

ris 1' 3n Center. Cah·ary Community 
Church. 2nd Crossroads Cathedral. 
That ,o;,,etimes confuses listeners to 
" Re,·i,altirne·• (aired on 541 s1a1ions) 
,, hen they try 10 follow the sign-off 
suggestion to "go to the Assembly of 
G0d cr-:urch ne;,r you." bu! ii also re­
mc" es a barrier to many "ho dislike 
p::irtis2n labels. 

CJncc they arri,·e, they are likely to 
hi:ar simple, fer,-ent, Bible-centered 
pre;,ching. ··God's Word, the Bible, is 
our final rule of faith and practice," says 
Zimme rman, in reply 10 occasional crit­
icisms that Pentecostals are ruled by 
experience. ··we stand unashamedly on 
that premise . The Holy Spirit \\'ill ne\'er 
tal;e us beyond or outside the bounds of 
Scripwre." 

\'is itors are frequently referred to 
Scripture to decipher ecstatic happen­
ings during worship. Robert Schmid­
ga 11. whose \'a perville, Illinois, congre­
E!at ion has erown from zero to l ,900 in 
is yea~. is-one Assemblies pastor who 
u~es almost a stock explanation after 
prophecy or tongues with interpreta­
tion: "Just a word for those :,-•ho might 
not understand-I Corinthians 12-14 
tells us about several special gifts the 
Holy Spirit has given to edify the 
church. and what you just heard was an 
examrle of one of them. If you have 
further questions·, we'd be glad to talk 

THENAVIGA1DRS0N 
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES 

Problems are nor always cau~ by 
errors, but errors v.ill alw(l)'S tum into 
problems if left alone. Here are some 
common errors of Bible srudy leaders: 

.Nor making rhe oil.fsrions sound 
ccmmsarional. Even though you 
prepare and write out your questions 
beforehand, speak them in a convma­
rional tone. And use your own 
vocabulary. 

• Bei'}_g aft aid of sil.ence aftr:r asking a 
quesrion. Don't be impatient or ner­
vous. Give everyone time to think. 

• Umiring 'IOUrsel{ ro asking ques· 
n·ons. The leader i$ ah.o a participant in 
the group. Freely give your answers 
and obmvarions but don't dominate 
the diKussion. . 

· • Nor e;:p/.aining whar you wane the 
[JTOUP 10 do. You're in charge. Don't 
hesitate to step in from rime to time to 
influence the direction of the di5-Cu~ion, 
to call on some0ne to pray, and so on. 

• T l)'ino lo mninr.ain 100 much con• 
trol. lf the di5Cussion "cakes off," don't 
worry about it as long as the grou_p 
doesn't wander too far from the Scrip­
ttnes . 

• Asking a quesrion which can be 
ed " " " " Thi f answer yes or oo. s type o 

question hinders discussion. 
.Asking que.srions Ula! are 100 com· 

pla. State each que-stion simply and 
clearly. 

• Empl-i.CL,izing YO'.lf oum viev..poini ar 
appb'caricm. Don't e.\~t everyone to be 
deeply impres..~ with the same things in 
Scriprure that deeply impress you. 

• Not beino familiar enough with rhe 
ma1erial. If vo~ don't feel comfortable 
with the m~rerial, then you won't feel 
free to lead the srudy. · 

.Not ending the study on time. If 
you promi&e the srudy will last only to 
a certain time, keep your word. 

• Leciuring, nor parriciparing. Lec­
turino by you, the leader, can be the 
"kiss 

0

of death" fo_r a srudy group . 
• Not samma,:zing rlie main uieas as 

riit)· are presenred. Summarizing allows 
you and the other group members to 
my focused on the subject and reach 
the session's goals. 

.Noc adeaw:u.ely discussing how 
Scriptural tn1Jts can be applied. h's 
possible for you to empnasize under­
standing the \X1ord ro much that you 
exclude discussion about applying it. 

. Thi$ arricle is the last in a series in­
tended to help you discover rome of 
the eff ecrive ways to lead-and par­
ticipate in-Bible study discussion 
groups. 

For a free booklet expanding on all 
the principles covered in chis series 
write: NavPress Bible Srudy Coordi­
nator, P.O. Box ffJXJ, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80934. 

g) H.AVPPJ:SS., HELPiOO 
CKRJSTIMJS GROW 
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The Asstmblies of God headquarters in Springfield, :'-li!souri 

,1 ith ,·ou afterward." 
Far from beirig embamissed, most 

..l..;semblies of God people are eager for 
e, idrnce of the supernatural. ·•Miracles 
:i:e God·s ;;d1ertising," says Da1·e Sum­
,;.J!l. missionary p2s10r in .!\fanila. (The 
.-\-,c;n~,lies are fi,e times as large o,er­
,,,~s as in :h~ L" .S.) Stories of healing 
..,r,d o,her di1 i:1c in1er,entions pepper 
~G conitrsation. sometimes \Uified by 
OL>Ctors, sometimes not. Both valid mir-
2cles and 11':shful thinking succeed in 
riquing the interest of outsiders. 

Sometimes the desire for health and 
·., ell-being goes to question:-ible limits, 
.,,; in the ··positi, e confession"" te<1ching 
t'f indepc:ndent author .1speakers Ken­
neth HJgin and Kenneth Copeland. 
::imong others. They teach that God 
re;ponds primarily 10 our faith, espe­
cially 11 hen it is ,·erbalized; thus, afflu­
ence and health are a\·ailable 10 all 
sincere Christians who will declare that 
they h:l\e it. The leaching is something 
of a siren song to Assemblies laity. 
ckspite a 19S0 general presbytery warn­
i:1g a~ainst ··statements which make it 
;;ppear that man is so,ereign and God is 
the sen·an1.·· AG theologian Gordon 
Fee, New Testament scholar at Gordon­
Conwell, was more blunt in a 1979 
£1·angel article when he called this 
teaching an "alien gospel." Said Fee: 
··Jn the new order brought about by 
Jesus. wealth is an irrele\'ancy." 

Throughout the ranks. there is an 
intense desire 10 stay on course, to keep 
the momentum rolling, and not to put 
too many kettles on the denominational 
5tove. '"As church bodies age, they take 
on more and more good things," says 

Zimmerman. "and they diffuse their 
energy."' 

\\'hat lies ahead for the fastest­
growing denomination in the nation? A 
ch.:1nging of the gu:ird. for one thing. 
Thomas Zimmerm.:1n will be 73 when 
his current term e\pires at the end of 
19S5. He is widely pr;iised by such 
leaders a~ Billy :-.leh in. e.xecuti,e direc­
tor of the N:nional . .\~~()ciation of E1 Jn· 
gelin,ls. ,, ho calls him J gifted adminis­
trator. "He hlls been commit1ed to 
making the Assemblies part of the 
e,angelical mJinstreJm. :ind he·s pulled 
it off:· Zimmerman. as he;,d of )q£°s 
brgest member dc:nomin~tion. ~en ed a 
term as :--:.>.E president. 

It remains to be seen whether the 
Assemblies network of ten colleges and 
a gr3duate school can survive the chill 
winds of rising costs and student aid 
cutbacks. Valley Forge Christian Col­
lege outside Philadelphia faces th: stiff­
est gale. Only one of the schools es­
caped an enrollment decline this past 
fall. Further erosion could affect the 
future supply of ministerial leadership. 

At the grassroots le\'ef, the greatest 
challenge is to in_(loctrinate the new 
waye of members. "A weakness of our 
current growth spiral," says David Tor­
gerrnn, "is too much rejoicing over the 
attendance, the cash flow, and the peo­
ple at the altar without enough ground­
ing in the Scriptures. We have to train 
more regarding the full significance of 
the work of the Holy Spirit." As Carl 
George sees it. "The Assemblies have 
not had to be responsible for the Chris­
tian formation of many of their new­
comers . But they will in the future.'' 
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Or. Ruth Beechick 
Hardcorn, S10.95/Softcover, SS.95 

A BIBLIC.-\L PSYCHOLOGY 
OF LEARNING 

breaks through all secular 
philosophies by combining theory 
with practical Biblical principles. 

Now, in tenns you can under­
stand, th.is powerful book 

explains how the mind operates, 
how your children and you can 

memorize more easily and 
remember longer, and much 

more. For parents. For teachers. 
For everyone interested in 

learning. It's the most significant 
Christian Education book 

you '11 ever use. 

Available at your local Christian 
boo_kstore, or directly from 

f ,~fl.4'.0NT~ l~~; 
P.O. Box 15337 • Denver, CO 80215 

Please include S1 .00 shipping and bandling 
fee for all mail orders. 

Such a problem is, of course, entirely 
welcomed by the denomination's 24,000 
credentialed ministers. The veterans 
among them are glad to be done with 
the isolation of the past, when many 
Chris.tians considered them a cult. The 
current upsurge is explained in partoy 
the fact that since 1970, many non­
Pentecostals have adopted the policy of 

ms= ________ _ 
I Corinthians 14:39-"Forbid not to 
speak with tongues." Meanwhile, the 
Assemblies of God seem to ha\t> redis­
covered the next verse: "Let all things 
be done decently and in order.·· The 
combination of those two adjustments 
has unleashed a growth curve that 
shows no signs of le\'eling off. 

Du .. s ~IERRILL 

Luther Rice: Upgrading a Seminary 
and Hoping to-be Accredited 
A new president's broom sweeps out complacency. 

During a period of seven months in 
1981, nine faculty members of Luther 
Rice College a-nd Seminary-virtually 
the entire administration-left the 
!.chool aftn a number of disagreements 
with its president and founder. Robert 
\\'itty (n. Dec. 11. 19S1. p. ~9). The 
main issue w::is \\ hether \\'itty \'- as mo\·• 
ing fast enough to bring ncademic in1eg­
rity to the unaccredited school. The 
faculty members said he was not. Witty 
said he was . The school. in Jackson\ ille, 
Florida. is Southern Boptist in ori­
entation. but is not affiliated with the 
Southern B:iptist Con\·en1ion. Ir offers 
off-campus degree courses. 

When the blowup occurred. Witty 
had already ::innounced that he would 
be stepping aside. Last spring a new 
president took over, and today Luther 
Rice is moving ahead quickly. 

The new president is Gene Williams. 
who received a Th .D. in homiletics in 
1955 from ~ew Orleans Baptist Semi­
nary. Williams has been a Southern 
Baptist evangelist who led 770 revivals, 
and he taught evangelism at Jerry Fal­
well's Liberty Baptist Seminary from 
1972 through 1976. Williams was hired 
because of his wide contacts, conserva­
ti\·e theology. e\·angelism experience, 
commitment to ac .. demic e"cellence, 
and noninvolvement in Southern Bap­
tist wrangles. ··some of the regents 
asked me if I would be involved in 
denominational politics," Williams re• 
calls. "I said, 'No.' They said, ·Good.'" 
Williams _took over last May. Witty, 
who started the school in 1962, was 
named chancellor, with no administra­
tive duties. 

One of the new president's first tasks 
was to find new professors. Past practice 
had been. with few exceptions, 1-0 hire 
Rice alumni . Williams has hired five 
new mm with doctorates from accredit• 
ed institutions: and is looking for more. 

Among the five is the new dean of 
undergraduate studies, Ne\·in S. Ah\ine 
(Ed. D., University of Northern Colo­
rado), who came from Liberty Baptist 
Seminary. Dean of graduate studies 
H .. rold ~ le Nabb (Ed. D .. ~c\\ Orleans 
Seminary). 2 former clas;mJte or" \\'il­
li .. ms. was .imong the te;icher, \1 ho 
sr::i:ed after the l9SI walkout. 

\\'ii Iiams says two of the nine II hu Jett 
now want to return. but cannot be 
a.:cepted unless they are acti\ely \\'Ork­
ing on an accredited doctor;ite. F:iculty 
mcmber·s without accredited doctor.:ites 
v.,ho did not lea\·e anJ 1\ere inherited b: 
Williams are also being required tQ pur­
sue one . 

After less than a year as president. 
Williams can point to !.even of 1en full­
time teaching faculty \\ ho now h:l\ e 
accredited doctorates. \\'illi;ims doe,n't 
intend to stop until e\·ery facult: mem-

----- - ------
H'illinms has hired 
.five new men with 

accredited doctoro trs 
and is looking for more. 

ber has an earned. respected doctorate. 
\Villiams also brought in a proft'ssion- · 

al librarian. registrar. and director of 
admissions. Ne.xt to be hired is a direc­
tor of development. Williams wants to 
increase gifts {tuition, at S40 an hour. 
does not meet the current million-d0lbr 
annual budget) and build a strong en­
dowment. 

Admission procedures ha\·e ::ilso been 
tightened. A new student may begin 
work on the basis of a preliminary ap­
plication. as is true in many schools. but 
cannot be formally admitted until creJ­
its are pro\ided from an a,cepwbk 
school. The admission of students with­
out enough credits for· college \\ ork \I .is 
a sore point under Witty's administra­
tion. 
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VeM P1uu,..ldent Reagan, 
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Lou~'F. ~yatin 
Pastor 

216/282-8024 

We Me tludy .thank6u.i. .to God 6011. pi.a.c..lng you ..ln .the 066-lc.e 06 
Pll.u..ldent 06 .the Un..lted S:ta.tu. P.f.ea.6e know .that ouJr. p1z.a.yeJL6 o0 ..lntell.­
c.u.6..lon Me beh..lnd you M you lead .th-l-6 na;ti.on. 

We Me ..ln .6uppoltt. 06 and Me p1z.a.y..lng ooll. yoUll. ll.e- elec.ti.on ..ln 1984. 
YouJr. godly .6tand on moll.a..f. ..l.6.6uu ..l-6 app11.ec..lated. We Me deeply gJz.a.te0ui. 
601!. youJr. .6tand aga..ln.6.t aboilion. 

At, you know on Monday, ~y 2~ 19'84 :t.he.Aei wlU. be .thoUJ.iand.6 
oi PM-~ 1.,uppo)C;(e,v., mew.rr.g-kJ4.-,.Wa.6hi.i'l.g,t-an1 V. C. ;t:.o plLO;Cet>:t 
.the. 1973 .$JJ.pJtem CauJtt dewon .to R:egru.z'e.! cd.10/CUan bt Amell...lea.. Th..l-6 yeM 
.the annual "MMc.h Fall. U6e" W-iU be jo..lned by many Chll...l.6.t.i.a.n oll.gan..lza;t;i.on.6 
and c.hUll.c.hu oil.Om aCA0.6.6 .the na.ilon. We Me happy .to .6ay .that OU/!. c.huJr.c.h 
..l-6 .6encUng a delega.:U.on o0 47 pp.o.ple ta jo,ln. U1,. ~ c.aUL>e. We Me 
exc.U.ed..,..~ mew.ng weth Sena.toM Glenn and Me;tzanba.um and oUll. 
1?M.j(il,1Uti'b6"enati.ve. VonaR..d PeMe .to pll.ue.wt .to .them .tlroa6a:n.d.6 Oo .s-lgvm.tWl.e.6 
-ln pe;ti.t,i..ott ~ ~u.pp~ng the Huma.n- U.0e Ammendment .. 

Mil.. Pll.u..ldent, ..ln all ll.Upec..t .to you and know-i.ng youJr. bUL>y .6c.hedu.i.e, 
we wou.i.d .Uk.e .to ~/Ji-A.:t. a 5 - 1 0 ml~ a.u.dl~.~ ,IJflU. an Monda.y., 
~tJ 2 3Jr..d , 19 84 ·a mee;t w-i.th ouJr. gll.oup. A.t .th..l-6 .tune we du..lll.e .to 
expll.U.6 .to you ouJr. 6ee-Ung.6 on aboilion and oUll. .6uppoltt. 06 youJr. ll.e-

· etec.ti.on. 

OUll. delega.:U.on wou.i.d c.on.6..ldell. li an honoll. -lo youJr. .tic.hedu.i.e pe.Jc.mlt6. 

May God fuec..t youJr. pa.th. 

BV: nll.W 

"PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL IN POWER AND PRAISE" 




