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525 Wilshire Boulevard, Box 1427 ¢ Santa Monica, CA 90406

Mrs. Elizabeth H. .Dole
Agsigtant for Public Liaison
The White House

Washington D.C.
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KURT F. LEIDECKER
306 CAROLINE STREET
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 22401 U.S.A.

March 22, 1982

Mrs. Kathy McM, Christiansen
Office of Public Liaison

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Kathy:

It was a most pleasant surprise tc hear you over the phone.
Both Mrs Leidecker and myself are happy to know that you are
holding high the torch for the Republicans.

1 am encloeing some preliminary information on the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad. Some more inside information will reacdh you
shortly, for ] presume that ie what you would like to have.

My files on Hindu organizations are not too well kept because
I have been devoting more time to Buddhiem. In fact, I am
engaged in writing or, rather, expanding the History of the
Friends of Buddhism as first published by the U.S5. Informa-
tion Agency as a USIS Feature in 1960, with less narrative
and more fact., I just today finished xeroxing the parts
“Of ficers" and "Thirty Years of Wesak (Vaisakha) Celebrations
of the Friende of Buddhism.'" I am sending copies for your files
if they are of any use to you,

What I have been interesteen recently is the development
of Buddhisem in the Russian-Mongolian and generally Asian
perimeter with regard to policies in the countries concerned.
I gave a little talk on "The Peace QOffensive of Buddhism' on
February 7 last year, barely hinting the seriousness and
insidiousness of the Soviet-insplired propaganda and activity.
Thinking that you might possibly be interested in this also
I have been searching high and low for a copy without success
thus far == a sad admission from one who loves system and
order! I know I sent a copy to my friends, Congressman J.
Kenneth Robinson about that time intending to expanc m
the theme with my experien: in back when I was in SE Asia.

My Thomas Jefferson Institute for the Study of Religlous
Freedom takes up much of my time. I was surprised at the number
of new members we acquired this year.

Until my next,
Affectionate greetings from/gpth of us,

u/‘"w /}'é //___/((;’éﬁj .4-?‘—-

Kurt F. Leidecker fw~



Notes on the Vishwa Hindu Parishad

The national conference in July in Los Angeles is
the 9th they have held in the United States. The
previous one was held in Baton Rouge.

It is an international cultural organization with tax
exempt status, being primarily religious. Lay people
belong to it and run it. Only occasionally members of
the clergy, Swamis, address it. There is virtually
no ritual and the devotions are mainly private. They
claim to be in line with the traditions of the Vedas
and have an ecumenical outlook so far as other re-
ligions are concerned.

They put the emphasis on children under 16 years of
age amd organize tw week Summer camps for them.

There are many chapters, more than 12 in New York
City alone.

Headquarters are at New Delhi

Main office in the USA is at 217 Deerfield Drive, Berlin,
Ct. 06037 (Phone: 203-828-4360).

Editorial offices are located at 438 Foote Road, South
Glastonbury, Ct. 06073 (Phone: 203-633-3196)

Membership is $11.00 per annum, inclding 10 issues
of a magazine.
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WASHINGTON FRIENDS OF BUDDHISM SOCIETY (WFoBS)

WASHINGTON FRIENDS OF BUDDHISM (WFoB)

1952-1955
1955-1956
1956-1958
1958-1959
1959-1970

1952-1955
19561957
1957-1964
1964-1970

PRESIDENTS

Mre. Lee Sirat

Mrs, Eloise L. Clancy
Mr. William G. Schlecht
Mr. David Tyron Ray

Dr. Kurt F. Leidecker

VICE PRESIDENTS

Mre. Eloise L. Clancy

Mrs. Pat Patterson

Mrs. Dorothy Hines Williame
Mr. Timothy King

HONORARY VICE PRESIDENT

1965-1967

1952-1953
1953-1955
1955-1956
19561967
1967-1968
1968-1969
1969-1970

Mrs. Eloise L. Clancy
SECRETARIES

Mrs. Lee Sirat

Mrs. Eloise L. Clancy
Mrs. Myra Mobley

Mrs. Eloise L. Clancy
Mre. Wilma Phipps Oliver
Mrgs. Ronna F. Simpson

CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES

1965-1958
1964-1970

1952-1955

Mr. David Tyron Ray
Mrs. Dorothy C. Donath

TREASURERS
Mrs. Lee Sirat

1956=1970 Mr. Carlos L. Messner
BOARD MEMBERS

Mre. Lee Sirat (1955-1970)

Mrs. Eloise Clancy (1956-1967)

Mr. Chun Prabha-Vivadhana (1956-1958)
Dr. Kurt F. Leidecker (1956-1970)

Dr. Arthur W. Hummel (1956-1970)

Mr. William G. Schlecht (1958-1970)
Rev. Shojo Honda (1961-1970)

Mr. Carl Clancy (1966-1967)

Mr. Timothy King (1968-1970)



EDITORS
"Announcements"

Mrs. Lee Sirat (1952+1957)
Mres. Eloise L. Clancy (1952-1957)
Mr. Williem G. Schlecht (1957-1960)

"(The) Bulletin of the Washington Friends
of Buddhism"

Mr. William G. Schlecht (1960-1967)
Mrs. Harold L. Smock (1967-1968)
——e (1968-1970)

FRIENDS OF BUDDHISM, INC. (FoB)

DIRECTORS

Dr. Kurt F, Leidecker, Chairman (1969- )
Dr. Shanti Tayal, Secretary (1969- )
Mrs. Helena Maria Leidecker (1969- )

{Commonwealth of Virginia Charter issued
to them December 3, 1963]

PBESIDENT
1970« Dr. Kurt F, Leidecker
VICE PRESIDENTS
1970- Capt. Charles Snowden Arthur
1978« Mr. John F. Graham
SECRETARIES

1970-1975 Mrs. Kathleen R. Wisniewski
1975-1977 Mrs. Anne K. Murphy
1977-1978 Mres. Kurt F. Leidecker
1978-198]1 Mrs. Virginia Hill Twynham

1981 Mrs. Suzanne N. Dofruyol
TREASURER
1970~ Mr. James Farris
EDITORS

“Frtends of Buddhism Circle"
Dr. Kurt F, Leidecker (1970-1974)
"Friends - of Buddhism News Letter'

Mrs. Virginia Hill Twynham (1978-1981)
Mre. Suzanne N. Dofruyol (1981- )



PATRONS

H.R.H. Chogyal Palden Thondup Namgyal
of Sikkim1$
H.S.H. Princess Poon Pismai Diskul, Pres.
World Fellowship of Buddhists
His Eminence Huot Tath, Sanghanayaka of
Cambodia
H.E. Ambassador R. S. Senarat Gunewardenet
H.E. Ambassador O. Weerasinghe, O.B.E.f
T.T. Thich-Minh Chau, Pres.Vanhan Univereity
Thubten Jigme Norbu

Rev. Hozen Seki, President, American
Buddhist Academy

Dr. Arthur W, Hummel t

Mrs. Doris Kellogg Neale

Mr. Spencer E. Davis

ADVISERS

Rev. Miao Feng (Ching Tu, Pure Land)
Chao Khun Phra Kittivongvedi (Theravada)
Rev. Shojo Honda (Shin-shu)

Rev. K. Kazuo Tenaka (Jddo-shu)

Rev. Gyomay M. Kubose

Ven. Iru Price (Arya Maitreya Mandala)
Khyonla Lharampa Geshe

Geshe Galden (Lamaism)

Thich«Minh&Tuan (An Quang)

Ven. Bhikkhu Punnaji (Theravada)

Mr. Hoang Van Chi

Mr. Buddhadasa P. Kirthisinghe, B.D.S5.V.
Mre. Lee Sirat

SUBSIDIARIES

Volunteers for the Relief of Vietnamese
War Orphans

Fund for the Koliyas and Sakyas

Karuna Funds

REGIONAL CENTER
WORLD FELLOWSHIP OF BUDDHISTS



STRAIGHT WIRE - APRIL 24, 1981

Mr. Brian Nagata .
Bishop's Inauguration Committee
Buddhist Churches of America
1710 Oetavia Street

San Francisco, California 94109

I am delighted to send greetings on the occasion of
inauguration ceremonies for Bishop of the Buddhist Churches
of America. This historic moment in your church's history
marks the first time a native born American will assume

the position of Bishop.

I offer my best wishes to Bishop Tsuji as he steps down from
that office and send a warm welcome and congratulations to
Bishop Yamoka on this landmark event. As titular and
religious head of 100,000 American Buddhists affiliated

with the True Pure Land Denominaticn, the Bishop of your
Church represents an important segment of the Buddhist

community in this country.

RONALD REAGAN

RR:Livingston:lre //’—~‘~\\j;9
cc: H.vonDamm/D.Livingston/M.BlackwelX(FYI)/CF

EVENT: APRIL 25
Requested by Mr. Nagata



