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THE WHITE HOUSE (IU g

WASHINGTON /(g/

April 21, 1983 ;é
MEMORANDUM TO MICHAEL K. DEAVER
FAITH R. WHITTLESE)

FROM: RICHARD S. WILLIAMSON !

RE: . CATHOLIC LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL RIGHTS

I am prompted to forward this both to you as a result of our

recent luncheon meeting on blue collar workers coupled with
materials I have rec ived from Bill Gavin.

As you know, Bill, who was a former speech writer to President
Nixon and currently a Special Assistant to House Republican

Leader Bob Michel, ¢ ve invaluable help to us on the campaign
as a speech writer. He was particularly good at drafting
language to address the ethnic Catholic group.

Bill is very active in the Catholic community. His book, "A
Street Corner Conservative", is probably the best written

ipout the Conservative Catholic crossover vote.

He strongly urges us to have Father Virgil Blum meet with

the President on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of

the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights on May 14,
1983. Apparently Father Blum will be in Washington at that

time.

Enclosed are materials I have received from Bill of this
event.

Based on my review of the material and my high regard for
Bill, I strongly urge us to place it on the schedule.
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Dear Rich:

Say something in Austrian... einer schnitzel.....

On to more pressing things:

Re;The invitation to Father Virgil Blum to meet with the President

on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Catholic League

for Religious and Civil Rights. (MA\/ (4, (6‘(‘?3) '

Reasopf it would be good for the President té do so:

1. While the League has ma@y clergymen as members it has no official

conr :tion with the "official" Church bureaucray. Thus, the League represents

the kind of volunteer, grass-roots, private initiative the President

- likes.

2. The League is primarily a civil rights group .This is an important

fact. Like the Anti—Defamation League of B'naivBrith, it stands up for the
rights of its co-religionistS.But equally important it has stood up against
bigotry directed at noneCatholics as well. Meeting with Father Blum would
give the White lHouse a chancé to speak out against all bigotry and
give the President a chance to set the record straight.
3.The Leage 1is ékhampion of tuition tax credits~-and stresses the
benefits to minority children(they have do#® a study on this).

1 . 1 4 :
news stories about the abortion contfoversy.
5.Finally, the League is made up of ”street-céder Catholics"(like the

present writer, é as we say)...the kind President Reagan has counted on in

]
the past. Ricl, there are so mnay good things dhout this, I can't see

a drawback. There has to be »>me imagination shown by the White House in

reaching the Catholics of th s'country.This'could be a small beginning....
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fact. Like the Anti-Defamation League of B'mai Brith, it stands up for the
rights of its co-religionists.But equally important it has stood up against
bigotry directed at noneCatholics as well. Meeting with Father Blum would
give the White louse a .chance to speak out against all bigotry and

lve the President a chance to set the record straight.
3.The Leage is afchampion of tuition tax credits--and stresses the

benefits to minority children(they have dod#f a study on this).

news§ stories about the abortion contfoversy.
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reaching the Catholics of this country.This could be a small beginning....






















































































































































































