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CHECKLIST FOR PROJECT OFFICERS

General Responsiblities

Prepare and submit briefing paper to Richard Darman's Office
by 3:00 pm of the preceding day. (14 copies)

Submit a complete, confirmed list of staff and attendees,
identified by title, as well as the actual starting and
completion times, to the President's Diarist, Office of
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling within five (5) days
after the event. (7560)

Coordinate with David Fischer on Presidential involvement and
itinerary. (x2168)

Coordinate with Mark Weinberg in the Press Office (x2100) if
applicable. 1Indicate home towns of participants.

If remarks are required, coordinate with the Speechwriters
Office (x6266) well in advance.

For Rose Garden event, clear and reserve a backup location
in case of inclement weather.

If participant brings a gift, contact Mary Power (x7133) for
handling.

If any foreign visitor or dignitary is to be involved, please
coordinate with Charles Tyson of the NSC (x3440).

West Wing Meetings

Notify and clear all participants. (Full name, social security
number, date of birth).

Arrange parking with West Wing ushers and inform gate of
arrival time and number of vehicles.

If tent name cards are needed, send a list of names to Muffie
Brandon's office (x7064) 48 hours in advance.

All room arrangements (chairs, notepads, pencils, etc.) should
be made through Carl Jones (x2275) or Nell Yates (x2605).

Coordinate with the Advance Office for Rose Garden events
(x7565) .

Residence Events

Coordinate with the Social Secretary's office (x7064) for all
arrangements.

Coordinate with the Advance Office for Presidential
Arrangements and logistical support. (x7565)

Send guest list to Social Secretary's office, preferably three
weeks prior to the event.




THE WHITE HOUSE

) &
WASHINGTON T?;Cii .

April 21, 1983 }4 R
MEMORANDUM TO MICHAEL K. DEAVER
FAITH R. WHITTLESEY
FROM: RICHARD S. WILLIAMSON !

RE: . CATHOLIC LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS AND CIVIL RIGHTS

I am prompted to forward this both to you as a result of our

recent luncheon meeting on blue collar workers coupled with
materials I have received from Bill Gavin.

As you know, Bill, who was a former speech writer to President
Nixon and currently a Special Assistant to House Republican
Leader Bob Michel, gave invaluable help to us on the campaign
as a speech writer. He was particularly good at drafting
language to address the ethnic Catholic group.

Bill is very active in the Catholic community. His book, "A
Street Corner Conservative", is probably the best written
about the Conservative Catholic crossover vote.

He strongly urges us to have Father Virgil Blum meet with
the President on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of
the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights on May 14,
1983. Apparently Father Blum will be in Washington at that
time.

Enclosed are materials I have received from Bill of this
event.

Based on my review of the material and my high regard for
Bill, I strongly urge us to place it on the schedule.

F
cc: James A, Baker APPP““F?} GR
Edward Rollins Date. r,g (3

Time.

fengih. J'
I}ate



APp

Dear Rich:

Say something in Austrian...weiner schnitzel.....

On to more pressing things:

Re:The invitation to Father Virgil Blum to meet with the President

on the occasion of the tenth~anniversary of the Catholic League

for Religious and Civil Rights. CMAY (q/ (Q?3) '

Reasopf it would be good for the President té do -so:

1. While the League has maey clergymen as members it has no official
connection with the "official" Church bureaucray. Thus, the League represents

the kind of volunteer, grass-roots, private initiative the President

2. The League is primarily a civil rights group .This is an important

fact. Like the AntirDefamation League of B‘nai_Brith, it stands up for the
rights of its co-religionistS.But equally important it has stood up against
bigotry directed at nonwCatholics as well. Meeting with Father Blum would
give the White House a chancé to speak out against all bigotry and

give the President a chance to set the record straight.

3.The Leage is alchampion of tuition tax credits--and stresses the

benefits to minority children(they have dod&s a study on this).

4; The léague has done Qﬁine job in setting the recofd straight on

news stories about the abortion contoversy.

5.Finally, the League is made uf of "street-comer Catholics'"(like the

present writer,éas we say)...the kind President Reagan has counted on in

1
the past. Riclh, there are so mnay gobd things dbout this, I can't see

a drawvback. There has to be some imagination shown by the White House in

reaching the Catholics of this.COuntry.This could be a2 small beginning....

Y 4









Four programs during February

National television exposure for the League

The Catholic League gained national
television exposure on four separate
occasions during the month of February.

On Feb. 1. Michael Schwartz, the
League's director of public affairs, was
the guest, together with Fayve Wattleton,
president of the Planned Parenthood
Federation of America, in a 15-minute
discussion of the parental notification
rule proposed by the Department of
Health and Human Services when a
federally subsidized agency gives pres-
cription birth contro! drugs to girls 17
vearsof age and younger. The program,.
hosted by Phil Donahue, was aired
nationally thiat same evening as part of
the ARBC-TV news program “The Last
Word.”

Schwartz supported the notice rule,
arguing that parents have a right to
know what the government is doing to
their children. Wattleton opposed it,
claiming the regulation was legally
defective and would lead to undesirable
social consequences,

‘Sunday Morning’

On Feb. 6, CBS-TV’s magazine show
“Sunday Morning,” hosted by Charles
Kuralt, included a segment on the con-
troversy in St. Louis over the play “Sis-
ter Mary Ignatius Explains It All For
You.” Prof. James Hitchcock, chairman
of the League's Board of Directors.
offered the Catholic League’s perspec-

New rules discourage infanticide

The Catholic League has commended
President Reagan and the Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS)
for their recentefforts todiscourage the
practice of infanticide against handi-
capped infants.

HIIS announced March 2 that it will
require all federally funded hospitals to
post and keep posted in a conspicuous
place in delivery, pediatric and mater-
nity wards, and nurseries (including
intensive care nurseries)anotice stating
that “discriminatory failure to feed and
care for handicapped infarts in this
facility is prohibited by federal law.”
Catholic League General Counsel Patrick
Monaghan hailed the measures as “a
strong expression of respect for the
sanctity of human life.”

Toll-free hotline

The required notices will advise that
anyone having knowledge that a handi-
capped infant is being discriminatorily
denied nutrition or medical care should
immediately contact a toll-free 24-hour
HHS hotline. or the state child protec-
tive agency. to report the alleged
violation.

The notices will also state that “failure
to feed and care for infants may also
violate the c¢riminal and civil laws of
vour state.”

Last April 30, at the urging of the
Catholic League, President Reagan
directed HIHS to notify hospitals that
their federal fundings will be halted if
they permit handicapped persons to die
by starvation or denial of routine medi-
cal care.

The recently announced regulations
are intended 1o ensure compliance with
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the President’s earlier directive, which
was issued after the Catholic League
advised the White House that Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
prohibits discrimination against handi-
capped persons in federally assisted
facilities.

The League initiative and the White
House response to it were inspired by
the death of “Baby Doe” on April 15,
1982, Born with Down’s syndrome in a
Bloomington. Ind., hospital. Baby Doe
was denied food, water and medical
treatment at his parents' request and
with the blessings of three separate
courts.

In letters tu President Reagan and
Acting HHS Secretary Thomas R. Don-
nellv. Jr.. Monaghan said the new HHS
regulations will be of great help in
deterring further deathsof handicapped
infants through the. denial of nourish-
ment and health care,

Monaghan also welcomed the hotline
for reporting violations. “The govern-
ment’s promise of enforcement will be
more effective in saving lives than our
ongoing efforts toencourage compliance
with Section 504 through reporting
forms,” he said.

Last summer Monaghan and Prof.
Charles Rice of Notre Dame University
Law School drafted a legal memoran-
dum which explained Section 504's legal
protection of handicapped infants, and
they prepared adiscrimination complaint
form designed to aid citizens in report-
ing incidenis of discrimination to HHS.

Tens of thousands of the memoranda
and complaint forms were then distrib-
uted by the Catholic League to health
care facilities, pro-life organizationsand
interested citizens across the country.

tive and Archbishop John May agreed
that the production was offensive to
Catholies. Film clips of the play, featur-
ing asceneinwhichadoll was crucified,
tended to support their objections,
although the commentator insisted that
the “real issue” was free speech rather
than the acceptability of anti-Catholic
bigotry.

The “Sister Mary Ignatius” issue
caughttheeye of popular talk show host
Phil Donahue, who invited Prof. Hitch-
cock tobe his guest on an hour-long pro-
gram on the subject. Hitchcock was
joined inobjecting to the play by Stanley
Anderman of the St. Louis office of the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nat B'rith.
who articulately denounced the presen-
tation asan injection of religious bigotry
into thecommunity. Appearing in defense
of the production were Fontaine Sver,
artistic director of the theater company
which presented the play in St. Louis
and the individual who was chiefly
responsible for selecting this play for
production in that city: and a member
of the faculty at a Chicago seminary.
who said he “saw nothing wrong with”
the play.

That program was taped on Feb, 16
and syndicated to more than 200 sta-
tions in the United Statesand Canada. It
was broadcast during late February
and March, depending onlocal schedules.

On Feb. 28, Donahue invited Schwartz
and Wattleton back forarematchonhis
hour-long daily program. Joining them
in a discussion of the parental notice
rule was Janet Benshoof of the ACLU’s
Reproductive Freedom Project.

League argument

Schwartz again argued that govern-
ment secrecy in the dispensing of con-
traceptive drugs to minor girls was a
violation of the rights of families, and
that these programs had contributed to
the dramatic increase in premarital
pregnancy among teenagers, while the
secrecy prevented anyv constructive
solution to the problem. Benshoof claimed
that it would be illegal and “totalitar-
ian” for the governmenttorevealtopar-
ents that it was giving hazardous drugs
to their children, while Wattleton con-
tended that the only alternative to
government secrecy inthismatter would
be more teenage pregnancies. Members
of the studio audience contributed valu-
able comments on the health risks of
contraceptive drugs, the methods of
operation in birth control centers for
teenagers. and the concerns and rights
of parents.

This program was broadcast in local
marketsduring March and early April.
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. AND -
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Terence Cardinal Cooke
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ADOTTIONISTS aeiay mass burial
of 16,433 abortion victims

Buria!l for the 16,433 abortion victims
discovered more thana year ago in an
abandoned shipping container hasagain
been delayed through the legal maneuv-
ering of a Los Angeles abortion clinic.

In a December 22 court order, Los
Angeles Superior Court Judge Eli
Chernow had granted the Catholic
League’s request that the court autho-
rize burial. At that time, Judge Cher-
now also explicitly recognized the First
Amendment rights of religious-minded
citizens to conduct a memorialservicein
conjunction with the burial.

Before the burial could take place,
however, a California Court of Appeals,
on March 3, granted a two-week stay at
the request of the abortion clinic, the
Feminist Women's Health Center, and
the American Civil Liberties Union

Book explores educational freedom

The Catholic League has published an
authoritative new book on educational
freedom and private schools entitled
Constitutional Rights and Religious
Prejudice: Catholic Education as the
Battleground. by Father Peter Strav-
inskas, the League’s East Coastdirector
of development.

In a foreword to the 221-page hard-
bound book. Terence Cardinal Cooke.
Archbishop of New York, sayvs: “This
study will be a help to enable fair-
minded persons to examine the issues
involved. With many Americans, I Jook
forward to the day when all parents—of
every economic group—will be able to
exercise freedom of choice in the educa-
tion of their children.”

Father Stravinskas said he wrote the
book asa means totrace and explore the
constitutional possibilities for federal
financial assistance to parents who choose
private schools for their children.

Although that topic hasbeen discussed
and debated for over a century, Father
Stravinskas's book isthe first systematic
attempt to link the constitutional ques-
tion with that of religious prejudice—
particularly as regards the Supreme
Court's perception of the nature and
- purpose of Catholic schools.

At the public policy level, Father
Stravinskas discovered that aid to pri-
vate schoo! parents has ample precend-

Catholic League Newsletter is published by
the Catholic League for Religious and Civil
Rights, 1100 W. Wells St., Mil., Wis. 53233.

James Hitchcoek ... Chairman
Virgt C Blum. SJ ... President
John Hansen .................... Treasurer
Ann Brosnan,.................... Secretary
OrlanLove......... Director of Publications

Annual membership dues: $15
Contributions are tax deductible.

ents, would improve educational quality
through increased competition, and is
supported by a majority of Americans
notwithstanding the substantial opposi-
tion generated through appeals to anti-
Catholicism.

On the constitutional level, Father
Stravinskas concludes that the First
Amendment’s prohibition of an estab-
lishment of religion was primarily
designed to prevent the erection of a
government-sponsored national church.
He contends that the first 125 vears of
United States history and the success of
other Western democracies in providing
aid to private school parents while
maintaining separation of church and
state demonstrate thatsuch aid could be
easily implemented in the United States.

The book also provides penetrating
insights into the consistent relationship
that exists between a justice’s image of
parochial schools and how he votes on
given educational cases before the Court.

Coons comments

Professor John E. Coons of the Uni-
versity of California at Berkelely and a
member of the Catholic League’s Board
of Directors said of the book: It “opens a
new phase in the dialogue over the roles
of sectarian education in a society that
calls itself free, but leaves poor and
middle-class families without choice
among schools.” And William D. Valente
of Villanova University has found it “at
once a scholarly and practical exposi-
tion of one of the great political issues of
our society.”

The Catholic League will soon offer
Constitutional Rights and Religious
Prejudice to League members at a sub-
stantially discounted rate.

(ACLU). Beforethe stay expireson March
17, the abortion clinic is expected to file
an appeal of Judge Chernow’s decision,
thus further delaying the burial.

Inopposing the abortion clinic’'s motion
for a stay, Patrick Monaghan, Catholic
League general counsel, and League
attorney, Paul Freese of Los Angeles,
stated that the clinic had repeatedly
sought to use the powers of the court to
disrupt the lawful and reasonable reli-
giousexpressions planned in connection
with the expected burial of the human
bodies.

“The abortion clinic's contention,” the
Catholic League attorneys stated, “is
that if the Supreme Court and other
courts have denied the humanity of the
unborn child, this prohibits private citi-
zens from recognizing the fact of their
humanity. The Constitutional rights of
free religious speech of American citi-
zens protesting this Holocaust ought not
be further denied by the Government by
a stay or other injunctive procedures.”

“Human beings cannot underestimate
the ghoulishness of the abortion cul-
tists,” said Monaghan. “Government
sponsored mass funerals, promoted by
the law in the twentieth century, have
tended to run towards ‘incineration’
(Auschwitz) as requested by the ACLU:
however, there is also the precedent for
what their advocates have termed ‘under-
ground storage’ (Babi Yar). Then as
now, there will be public prayver regard-
less. In time, there will be full recogni-
tion of the reality of what was done, and
by whom.”

Call — don't write

A telephone call can often be more
effective than a letter in responding to
offensiveorinaccurateradio newsbroad-
casts.

According to a League member from
New York, a local radio station's recent
7 a.m.news included areporton the new
code of canon law which began by say-
ing that women are still second-class
citizens in the Church because they still
can’t be ordained.

The League member phoned the sta-
tion immediately, complaining that the
remark was snide and offensive, and
that it ignored the Church'’s teaching on
the theology of the priesthood. The edi-
tor apologized and said the station would
not use the tape again.

“I'm convinced that with news broad-
casts, especially on the radio, the best
response is a prompt, polite, but firm
telephone call,” the member said. “A let-
ter might have gotten an apology, but it
would not have kept the offensive tape
off the 8 a.m. news.”
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DOCKET

.

By Patrick Monaghan'
General Counsel

The thrustof the Respect Human Life
Act of 1983, recently introduced by
Congressman Henry J. Hvde, is to estab-
lish a minimum federal policy in the
entire area of abortion and infanticide.

The bill does not go so {ar as to recog-
nize constitutional protection fer urnborn
children under the ambit of the 14th
Amendment, but it obviously does not
preclude such recognition. The bill adopts
some of the findings from Senator John
East's Committee hearings on human
life. Section 1 of the legislation states
that:

“The Congress finds that,

(a) It is the policy of the Govern-
ment of the United States to protect
innocent life. both before and after birth,
and that the Government of the United
States affirmsthatall humanbeingsare
endowed by their creator with certain
inalienable rights among which is the
right to life, asembodied in our Declara-
tion of Independence.”

The Respect Human Life Act codifies
most of the current restrictions on the
federal financing of abortion. With an
exception for the life of the mother if the
child were carried to term, no agency of
the United States would be authorized
to perform or promote abortions, nor
could federal funds be used tu pay for
abortions.

Lastly, the bill establishes a right of
direct appeal to the United States
Supreme Court if any state legislation
prohibiting or restricting abortion or
infanticide. which is expreszly based on
the provisions of the Respect Human
Life Act, is invalidated by any court of
the United States.

Judicial imperialism

The Respect Human Life Act iz an
attempt to counter the imperial decrees
of judges’ actions under the guize of
judicial review when such actions are in
fact unconstitutional acts of judicial
supremacy. [t is an effort to see if the
center can hold or if things must fall
apart.

Critics of the bill may assert thatitis
an attempt to “legislate morality.” To
this. Mr. Hyde has stated “if yvou take
morality out of law, vou're left with
force. And how many holocausts do we
have to endure on this planet to know
that force isaterrible way tojudge right
from wrong? Morality belongs in the
law.”

The Respect Human Life Act recog-
nizes that the total abolition of abortion
is, at the moment, not possible. Like the
coiled snake in the cradle which Lin-
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coln recognized slavery to be, so with
abortion—the evil must be contained.

The Respect Human Life Act does
recognize abortion and infanticide for
what they are-—evil. It is one thing to
admit that abortion is with us, quite
another to make it the official policy of
our nation, with the supportof our laws,
the use of our money, and to promote and
encourage it with all the powers cf state
and society.

The Hyvde Amendment has beer: passed
in every fiscal vear since 1976. Every
vear this touches off an intense legisla-
tive battle which brings the government
to a halt. The Respect Human Life Act
would end this by making the Hyde
Amendment a permanent part of our
substantive law.

Those with true compassion for the
poor would no more support abortion
“for” the poor than they would support
heroin “for” the poor. Evil isevil, and as
evil, it is not amenable to egalitarian
and equal protection arguments for dis-

Congress tries to contain evil of abortion

tributing it. Abortion, like slavery and
cancer, must be discouraged when it
cannot be stopped, and decisively des-
troved when possible. The Respect
Human Life Act is a step in the right
direction. }

With the passage of the Respect Human
Life Act perhaps Congress can free
itself toget down to the very heart of this
country’sreal business—the forgingof &
consensus to respect life. A consensus
that mothers and fathers should not kill
or abuse their children. born or unborn.
A consensus that those “wanted” child-
ren who escaped the abortionist should
not now grow up to follow the example
set by their parents toward their incon-
venient and slain brothers and sisters.
and by choice kill the “unwanted 0ld"—
even if it would improve the fiscal
soundness of Social Security.

The Respect Human Life Act of 1983
is an attempt to begin to respond
appropriately to the blood-dimmed tide
engulfing us.

Paper questions bishop’s veracity

The Catholic League has admonished
the Stockton (California) Record for
publicly accusing the Bishop of Stock-
ton of deliberately making a false state-
ment.

In its Sunday, Feb. 6 edition, the
Record published a lengthy lead editor-
ial entitled “Bishop should be ashamed
of commentson the press.” Alluding toa
Feb. 1 speech by Bishop Roger Mahony
at a local Rotary Club meeting. the edi-
torial contended that the bishop had
made the “outrageous claim that an
anonymous executive of a California
newspaper chain had told him that 'itis
our job to sell newspapers, not to tell the
truth".”

Asserting that the bishop's alleged
statement “is an unmitigated falschood.
and Mahony knows it.” the editorial
c¢oncluded: "It is as much a sin in our
business as it is in the church, Bishop
Mahony. to bear false witness. For
shame.”

League response

‘In a letter to the editor, the Catholic
League advised the Record that it ought
to have considered two points before it
denounced the bishop. “First,” said the
League, “it is not entirely likely that a
bishop would make up a statement like
that out of thin air (and) second. it is not

inconceivable that a newspaper execu-

tive might express such a sentiment.”

The League later learned that if the
Recordhad exercised journalistic respons-
ibility and common courtesy. it would
have had no reason at all to impugn the
bishop's integrity.

According to Bishop Mahony. he
mentioned the press not in his speech
but only in response to a later question
regarding obstacles to the successful
negotiation of a nuclear arms treaty
between the United States and the Soviet
Union. In that context, he expressed the
opinion that negotiationsshould be direct
rather than conducted through initia-
tives and responses in the media.

Quotation

Then. recalling his own past frustra-
tions with inaccurate and misleading
press experiences, he repeated a quote
which heattributed to the executive edi-
tor of a newspaper chain: “Newspapers
are in business to sell newspapers; they
are not in business to tell the truth.”

In a letter to the editorial page editor
of the Record. Bishop Mahony explained
that there is a significant difference
between his actual words about the bus-
iness of newspapers and the quote
attributed to him in the editorial (about
the job of journalists). He also raised
several questions about the Record's

(Continued on page 5)
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inside ...

In a case involving the U.8. Army, the
Catholic League has come to the defense
of a woman’s right not to have an abor-
tion. See the story on page 2.

* * *

Also on page 2 is an article describing
the League’s legal assistance to five Cuban
refugees who have been imprisoned for
two years without bail, charges or trial.

* * *

Radio station KMJC in San Diego has
cancelled the anti-Catholic broadeasts of
Rosalind Musselman, and the League has
asked 20 other stations to do likewise,
See the story on page 3.

* * *

Also on page 3 is a profile of Donna
Steichen, a pro-life pioneer who serves as
vice president of the League’s Minnesota
Chapter.

* * *

In this month’s “Docket” column on
page 4, Associate General Counsel Eva
Soeka discusses the tangle of state and
federal laws governing employment dis-
crimination based on religion.

* * *

On page 5, this month’s **Heritage”
column recalls the bloody riots that
occurred in 19th century Philadelphia
when Bishop Kenrick asked the school
hoard to excuse Catholic students from
Protestant religious exercises.

#* * *

As the stories on page § relate, the
Washington Chapter has opened an office,
the St. Louis Chapter is helping to edu-
cate teachers on the Human Life Amend-
ment and the Long Island Chapter will
honor Father Bruce Ritter for his min-
istry to troubled youth.

& * *

From ‘‘The President’s Desk"” this
month, Father Blum discusses the
illogical opposition of black leaders and
Jewish leaders to tuition tax credits.

Blasco wins bias suit

The Catholic League has been instru.
mental in vindicating an Italian- American
Catholic’s complaint that he suffered reli-
gious and ethnic diserimination while per.
forming his duties as a case worker for
the Polk County (Iowa) Commission of
Veteran Affairs,

In a July 24 decision, hearing officer
Odell G. McGhee of the Iowa Civil Rights
Commission found that the case worker,
Floyd Blasco, had been harassed, sub-
jected to negative comments and denied a
promotion to the position of executive
director because of his religious prefer-
ence and ethnie background.

Actual damages

McGhee ordered the defendants, the
veteran affairs commission and the Polk
County Board of Supervisors, to pay
EBlasco actual damages plus interest
amounting to $13,266. The money repre-
sents the salary increase that Blasco would
have received, had he been named execu-
tive director in 1977,

Robert Destro, general counsel for the
Cathelic League, which represented
Blasco, hailed the decision as a precedent
in the League's efforts to counter
employment discrimination based upon
religious beliefs and ethnicity.

“Religious and ethnic discrimination
occUrs much more frequently than is

commonly thought,” said Destro, *“but
rarely is it as blatant and devastating to
an individual as it was in this case.
Because Floyd Blasco was willing to stand
up in defense of his religious beliefs and
ethnic heritage, he has set an example for
afl other victims of similar prejudice. We
hope that his triumph over religious and
ethnic discrimination will help to increase
the public’s awareness of the problem
and, in the long run, help to lessen the
frequency of its occurrence.”

Blasco accepted the case worker’s job
in 1975 with the understanding that he
would succeed Donald Swim as executive
director upon Swim’s retirement. Once
Swim discovered that Blasco is an Italian-
American Catholic, however, he began to
harass him. Blasco testified that Swim
would enter his work area during lunch
each day, ask questions about the Catho-
lic Church’s teachings, and then offer crit-
ical and derisive comments.

Concrete evidence

Court records disclose that Blasco was
given a “Nigger Application” by a co-
worker, who stated that she did so at
Swim’s behest, Blasco was told to fill out
the application “for your friends,"” appar-
ently because Swim resented the fact that
Blasco treated all his clients ~ including
blacks — with dignity.

Later, Swim gave Blasco a form called
a “Mafia Application’ and told Blasco
that he had to fill it out if he wanted to
work at the veteran affairs commission.
On another occasion, Swim gave Blasco
an article entitled “Lessons from Luigi
Fratto,” the subject of which was organ-
ized crime and the Mafia. Swim advised
Blasco to read the article if he wanted to
get ahead.

When Swim announced his retirement
in 1977, Blasco indicated that he wanted
to apply for the position. Swim replied,
“You aren’t going to make it.” As if to
ensure that his prediction would come
true, Swim then recommended the only
other applicant for the job, Blasco was
not interviewed, even though his qualifi-
cations were better than those of the
other applicant.
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Seminarian to
receive benefits

The Kenosha County (Wisconsin)
Department of Health and Social Services
has been ordered to resume payments to
a 14-year-old foster child whose state sup-
port benefits were cut off when he
enrolled in a Catholic high school
seminary.

The state had contended that the boy
was no longer entitled to the benefits
because he no longer resided with his
foster parents. In representing the boy’s
religious freedom rights, however, Eva M.
Soeka, the League’s associate general
counsel, contended that public welfare
benefits cannot be conditioned upon the
relinquishment of a First Amendment
right,

In her remarks at an April 30 hearing
on the case, Ms. Soeka explained that
non-payment of benefits to the child
would, in effect, place a penalty on the
exercise of his religious freedom rights.

“Unless payments are resumed,” she
said, ‘“‘the child will eventually have to
choose between the seminary without
state support or leaving the seminary in
order to receive state support. Clearly,
such a choice would burden his right to
exercise his religious beliefs.”

In ordering the benefits reinstated, the
hearing examiner noted that Wisconsin
has long recognized, for purposes of
determining dependency and benefit elig-
ibility, that a child is still a resident of the
foster home, even while temporarily
absent to attend a boarding school.
Because the court was administrative
rather than judicial, the examiner could
not rule on the free exercise contentions,

Ms. Soeka entered her religious free-
dom arguments on the record to ensure
that they could be raised on appeal, in
the event of an adverse ruling., “For the
sake of the child and his foster parents,”
she said, ‘I am pleased that an appeal will
not be necessary.”

Army general says abort or get out

In a case that turns the common per-
ceptions of “abortion” and “women’s
rights” on their heads, the Catholic
League has come to the defense of a
woman’s right not to have an abortion.

According to the Army Times, Lt.
Gen. Julius W, Becton, Jr., of the U.S.
Army Training and Doctrine Command,
has proposed that soldiers who become
pregnant during their first enlistment
should be forced to have an abortion or
face discharge.

Reprimand urged

In a letter to President Ronald Reagan,
the Catholic League called Gen, Becton’s
proposal “morally repugnant” and said
that it merits, “at the very least, a strong
reprimand.”

League General Counsel Robert Destro

told President Reagan that Gen. Becton’s
abort-or-get-out proposal is grounded in
patently sexist assumptions and ‘‘dis-
closes a gross lack of respect for the
moral conscience of the American fight-
ing woman and a highly distorted view of
the rights of women in general” Gen.
Becton’s proposal indicates that he
respects neither the dignity of the
unborn, the dignity of the women under
his command, nor the moral foundations
of laws, said Destro.

“We sincerely hope that you will take
the first opportunity to investigate this
matter very carefully,” Destro said. “We
will be doing so, and we trust that your
intervention will prevent the Army from
adding an unnecessary moral dilemma to
those already faced daily by those whose
patriotism protects the freedoms Gen.
Becton would deny the women in his
command.”

Cuban refugees languish in prison

The Catholic League is providing pre-
liminary legal assistance to five Cuban
refugees who have been held in federal
penitentiaries without bail, charge or trial
for nearly two years.

The Cibans were among the thousands
of refugees who arrived in the United
States by flotilla when Castro temporarily
permitted dissidents to emigrate.
Although they had family members and
sponsors waiting in the United States,
they were arrested by agents of the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service and
imprisoned, first at the federal peniten-

‘tiary in Talladega, Alabama, and cur-

rently in the basement of the federal pen-
itentiary in Atlanta, Georgia.

The League learned of the prisoners’
plight through two members of the

League’s Board of Directors, Magalay
Llaguno and Archbishop Edward
McCarthy. League General Counsel
Robert Destro, in an effort to obtain
accurate information on the case, has had
legal questionnaires translated into
Spanish and sent to the prisoners,

“From all appearances,” said Destro, .
“this case constitutes one of the grossest
violations of civil rights that I have ever
seen.” He said the League will pursue the
matter in cooperation with the Atlanta
Legal Aid Society until the Cubans are
released or until he is given a legally valid
reason why they cannot be released.

“The most ironic aspect of this case,”
said Destro, “is that the Cubans thought
they were coming to the United States to
escape such treatment,”

League to offer Kneeling Santa

Under a special arrangement with the
manufacturer, the Catholic League will
soon be offering its members a unique
_opportunity to obtain the perfect gift for
all who love Christmas—a hand-cast,
hand-painted reproduction of the original
Kneeling Santa figurine by the world-
renowned sculptor Rudolph Vargas.

The figurine depicts St. Nicholas
kneeling in reverent prayer before the
Christ Child, thus freeing Santa from his
modern commercialized image and restor-
ing the proper relationship between the
secular and sacred sides of Christmas. For
many families it has already become a

cherished heirloom, an enduring symbol
of the true meaning of Christmas, repre-
senting both the solemn and the fun sides
of the season.

Thanks to the generosity of the manu-
facturer, who is a long-time supporter of
the Catholic League, the profits from the
sales of the Kneeling Santa to League
members will be used to support the
League’s activities for the preservation of
our Judaeo-Christian heritage. Details on
how to order the Kneeling Santa will be
enclosed in the October and November
mailings of the Catholic League News-
letter.
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When Bishop Francis Patrick Kenrick
became Bishop of Philadelphia in 1842,
the Catholic population of the city was
overwhelmingly composed of poor immi-
grants, mostly from Ireland, who were
faced with the difficult choice of either
sending their children to public schools
where Protestant religious indoctrination
was mandatory, or not sending them to
school at all.

Exemption sought

As one of his first official acts, Bishop
Kenrick submitted a petition to the
school board, requesting that Catholic
children be exempted from participation
in Protestant hymns, prayers and religious
services and that they be permitted to
read from the Catholic Douay version of
the Bible rather than the King James ver-
sion, In the heavily charged atmosphere
of the Know Nothing era, this modest
request provoked a storm of protest.

APA established

A week after Kenrick’s petition was
presented, 94 Protestant ministers met to
establish the American Protestant Asso-
ciation, aimed at protecting America
from the subversive influences of popery.
Nativists twisted Kenrick’s request and
falsely accused the Catholics of trying to
ban the Bible from public schools. The
Native American Party intensified its
bitter propaganda campaign against the
Catholics, and attracted hundreds of new
recruits,

For the next year and a half, accusa-
tions flew and tensions mounted in the
city until, on May 6, 1844, the nativists

“held a public meeting in the middle of the

Irish section, The fanatical Lewis Levin,
later elected to Congress on the Native
American ticket, delivered a fiery speech
that provoked a fight between his
audience and the Catholic residents of the
neighborhood. In the midst of this fracas
someone — each side blamed the other —
fired a shot and a bloody battle broke
out. By the end of the day four nativists
lay dead.

Inflammatory journalism

. The next morning’s edition of The
Native American proclaimed: “Another
St. Bartholomew’s Day is begun on the
streets of Philadelphia. The bloody hand
of the Pope has stretched itself forth to
our destruction.” A nativist meeting was
to assemble that afternoon at Inde-
pendence Square. Participants were

warned, “Let every man come prepared
to defend himself.”
That meeting quickly turned into a

The burning of Philadeiphia

riot. The nativist mob poured into the
Irish section, breaking into homes, de-
stroying property and terrorizing the resi-
dents. More shooting took place, leaving
nine péople dead. Two Irishmen were
arrested and later tried for rioting.

The violence reached its peak on the
third day. Most of the Catholics had fled
from the city overnight in fear for their
lives, and the nativist mob roamed aim-
lessly but angrily through the deserted
streets of Kensington. They set fire to St.
Michael’s Church and to the school, con-
vent and rectory attached to it and then
began burning down blocks of houses in
the neighborhood.

Church burned

Toward nightfall, the mob moved
southward to St. Augustine’s Church,
where they were met by Mayor John
Scott and a contingent of police. Scott
tried to calm the crowd, but his efforts at
pacification served only to arouse them
further. He was pelted with bricks and
rocks, and then St. Augustine’s was
burned to the ground. Lost in that fire
were a library of more than 3,000
volumes and 16 original paintings
imported from Europe.

Troops were called out that night, the
city was placed under martial law, and
the violence gradually subsided. A grand
jury commissioned to inquire into the
cause of the disturbance blamed the riot-
ing on ‘“the efforts of a portion of the
community to exclude the Bible from our
Public Schools,”

Congress urged to help end hunger strike

The Catholic League has asked more
than 60 members of Congress to seek a
congressional declaration in favor of a
humanitarian resolution to the hunger
strike in Northern Ireland’s Long Kesh
prison.

In a letter to the congressmen, the
League noted that the recent deaths of
Joe McDonnell and Martin Hurson on
hunger strike in Long Kesh, and the

ensuing civil unrest, “underscore the’

_urgency of finding a humanitarian solu-
tion to the prison protest.”

At issue, the League said, is the ques
tion of the status of those prisoners who
have been convicted under the special
emergency procedures which suspend
many important elements of the due
process of law.

The League enclosed an article from

its monthly newsletter in which Don
McEvoy, vice president of the National
Conference of Christians and Jews,
argued that the protesting prisoners are
entitled to special, rather than criminal,
status.

Special rules

“Bobby Sands was not arrested, con-
victed and imprisoned under the proce-
dures of British criminal law,” said
McEvoy. “A common criminal would
have had a lawyer, a jury, a chance to
defend himself against the charges
brought against him,”

Sands was instead “sent to Maze

_prison under a special set of rules which

applied only to him and his LR.A. com-

patriots,” McEvoy said. Noting that the
British have to obey their own laws, he
said, “It is unconscionable to apply
special rules for imprisonment and then
callously declare that this situation is no
different from that of any common
criminal,”

Referring to Britain’s partial approval
of a recent compromise put forward by
the Catholic bishops of Northern Ireland,
the League advised the congressmen that
such a move may signal the British gov-
ernment’s willingness to depart from its
intransigent posture on the issue.

Accordingly, the League concluded,
prompt and decisive action by the Con-
gress “may significantly promote progress
toward peace” and, “even more impor-
tantly, it could help to prevent any more
needless deaths,”
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foreement of our rule. I have watched
TV el shows discuss this issue, have
read columns pontificating on our error.
Out no one seems to mention morality as
plaving a part in the subject of sex.

Is all of Judeo-Christian tradition
wrong? Are we 1o believe that some-
thing so sacred can Le looked upon as a
purely physical thing with no potential
for emotional and psyehological harm?
And isn’t 1t the parents right to give
counsel and advice to keep their child-
ren from making niistakes that may
affect their entire lives?

Many of us in government would like
to know what parents think about this
intrusion in 1ho11 family by government,
Wo are going to fight in the courts. The
rights of parents and the rights of fan-
ily take precedence over those of Wash-
ington-hused bureaucrats and social
ONEINCErs,

But the fight against parental notifi-
ation is really only one example of
Mmany attempls to water down tradi-
tional vatues und even abrogate the orig-
inal terms of American democracy.
Freedom prospers when religion is
vibrant and the rule of law under God
acknowledged.

Founding Fathers’ intentions

When aur FFounding Fathers passed
the First Amendment, they sought to
proteet cnurches: [rom government inter-
forence. They never meant to construct
a wull of hosulite between government
amd the tonceptof religious belief itself.

The c\ldenu,- of thiz permestes our
history and eur government: The Decla-
ration of Indeperdence menttons the
Suprenie Being noless than four tines:
“In God We Trost” is engraved on our
coinagre: the Supreme Court opens its
procecdings with a religious invocation:
and the moembersof Congress npen their
sessions with a praver.

I just happen to believe the school
childrenof the United States wre entitled
o the same privileges as Supreme Court
Justives and Cangressmen. Last vear. |
sent the Congress o vonstitutional
AMendinent o restore praver to public
schools, Thix week T am resubmitting
that amendment and calling on the
Congrress to act speedily to pass it

et our childron pray. Perhaps some
of vou read recently about the Lubbock
sehoul case where ajudpe actually ruled
that it was uneonstitutional for 2 school
district 1o give cgnal treatment 1o reli-
mious and non-religious student groups,
even when the group mectings were
Feld during the students’ own time,

The First Amendment never intended
o require government o diseriminate
apuinst religious speech. Senators Den-
ton wnd Hatfield have proposed legisla-
Hon inthe Coneress on the whole gues-

tion of prohibiting discrimination against
religious forms of student speech. Such
legislation could go far to restore free-
dom of religious speech for public school
students and I hope the Congress con-
sidersthese bills quickly. And with vour
help. I think it's possible we could also
get the constitutional amendment
through the Congress this year,

More than a decade ago, a Supreme
Court decision literally wiped off the
hooks of 530 states statutes protecting the
rights of unborn children. “Abortion on
demand” now takesthe lives of up toane
and a half million unborn children a
vear.

No time to rest

Human life legislation ending this
tragedy will someday passthe Congress,
and you and I must never rest until it
does. Unless and until it can be proven
that the unborn c¢hild is not a living
entity. then its right to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness must be
protected.

You may remember that when abor-
tionon demand Lbegan many, indeed. I'm
sure many of vou, warned that the prac-
tice would lead toa decline in respect {for
human life. that the philesophical pre-
mises used tojustifv abortion on demand
would ultimately be used to justify other
attacks on the sacredness of human life,
infanticide or mercey killing. Tragicaliy
enough, those warnings proved all too
true; Onlv last year a court permitted
thedeath by starvation of a handicapped
infant.

Thavedirected the Healthand Human
Services Department to make clear to
every health care facility in the United
States that the Rehabilitation Aect of
18973 protects all handicapped persons
arainst diserimination based on han-
dicaps. including infants,

‘And we have taken the further step of
requiring that each and every recipient
of Federal funds who provides health
care services to infants must post and
keep posted in a conspicuous place a
notice stating that “discriminatory fail-
ure 1o feed and care for handicapped
infants in this facility is prohibited by
Federal law.” It also liste a 24-hour, toll-
free number so that nurses and others
may report violativnsin time tosave the
infant's life.

In addition, recent legislation intro-
duced in the Congress by Representa-
tive Henry Hyde not only increases res-
trictionson publiely financed abortions;
it alzo addresses this whele problem of
infanticide.

I urged Congress to begin hearings
and toadopt legislation that will protect
theright to life of all children. including
the disahled or handicapped.

I'm sure vou must get discournged at
times. hut there iz a preat spiritoal

awakeningin America,arenewal of the
traditional vaiues that have been the
bedrock of America’s goodness and
greatness.

One recent survey by a Washington-
based research eouncil concluded that
Americanswere far more religious than
the people of other nations; 95 percentof
those surveyved expressed a belief in God
and a huge majority believed the Ten
Conimandments had real meaning for
their lives,

Another study has found t t an
overwhelming majarity of Americans
disapprove of adultery, teen-age sex,
pornography, abortion and hard drugs.
And this same study showed a deep rev-
erence far the importance of famiiv ties
and religious belief,

I think the items we have discuszed
here today must be a key part of the
nation’s political agenda. For the first
time the Congressis openly and seriousiy
debzating and dealing with the praver
and abortion issues-——that's enormous
progress right there.

I repeat: America is in the midst of a
spiritual awakening and a moral renew -
at. With vour biblical kevnote, I sav
today let “justice roll on like a river,
righteousness like a never-failing
stream.”

A positive view

Now, obviously, much of this new pol-
itical and sucial consensus [ have talked
albwut is based on a positive view of
American hiztory. one that takes pride
in aur country's accomplishments and
recard. But we must never forget that no
gevernment schemes are going to per-
fect man: we know that living in this
world means dealing with what phil-
nsaprhers would call this phenomenology
of evilor, as theologian: would putit, the
doctrine of sin.

There is sin and «vil in the world, and
we are enjoined by Seripture and the
Lard Jesus 1o oppose it with all our
might. Our nation, too, has a legacy of
evi} with which it must deal. The glory
of this land has been s capacity for
transcending the moral evils of our past.

For example. the long struggle of
mino'rit_\' ¢itizens foregual rights, once a
seurce of disunity and civil war, isnow a
point of pride for all Americans. We
must never go back.

There is no room for racism, anti-
Semitism or other forms of ethnie and
racial hatred inthiscountry. Tknow vou
have been horrified, as have [, by the
resurgence of some hate groups preach-
ing bigotry and prejudice. Use the
mighty voice of vour pulpits and the
powerful standing of vour churches to
denounce and isolate these hate groups
in our midst. The commandment given
us is clear and simpie: " Theou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself”






League appeals Bishop Walsh decision

The Catholic League has asked the
Maryland Court of Special Appeals to
reverse a lower court decision barring stu-
dents at Bishop Walsh High School in
Cumberland from participating in a pub-
lic- school program known as the “All
County Band.”

The program had been open to Walsh
students in 1978 and 1979, and several of
them had successfully auditioned for
seats in the band. In 1980, however, in
response to complaints from public
school teachers and parents that Walsh
students were depriving public school stu-
dents of seats in the band, the Allegany
County Board of Education restricted
competition for seats in the band to pub-
lic school students,

Unpalatable choice

With legai assistance from League Gen-
eral Counsel Robert Destro and Cumber-
land attorney Robert Reinhart, several
Walsh students then sued the school
board, alleging that the board’s policy
forced them to choose between their fed-
eral constitutional right to attend non-
public schools and their state constitu-
tional right to equal access to public
school programs,

““Quite simply,” said Destro and
Reinhart in their brief, “[the students]
are ineligible because they have made a
constitutionally protected choice to asso-

Tax credits

(continued from page 1)

who exercise religious freedom in
choosing their children’s schools.

Frank Russo. vice president of the
Long 1I<and Chapter. concluded the
workshop with a finely wrought presenta-
tion on the financial implications of tui-
tion tax credits. Opponents of tax credits,
he noted. have repeatedly made the
erroneous claim that their enactment will
result in an annual drain on the federal
treasury of more than $5 billion.
Actually, he explained, enactment of tui-
tion tax credits will enable many families
to shift their children from public to pri-
vate schools, thus reducing the cost of pri-
vate education, “If only 6 percent of pub-
lic school students shift,” said Russo, *‘the
cost saving to the taxpayer would equal
the tax revenues lost through tax credits.”

Also contributing to the success of the
tax credit seminar was Msgr. John Davis
and his parishioners at St. Michael’s, who
provided the meeting place and refresh-
ments which, according to Father Stra-
vinskas, were *‘fit for kings.”
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ciate with others to gain’ a religious per-
spective on education,”

In a decision handed down last April,
however, Judge James Getty of the
Circuit Court for Allegany County ruled
that the Walsh students were not actually
subjected to such a choice. Once the
choice is made to attend a nonpublic
school, the judge said, the student auto-
matically waives the right to participate
in the publicly funded education pro-
grams established under the Maryland
constitution,

But in the papers filed Sept. 29 with
the Court of Special Appeals, Destro and
Reinhart point out that, in general,
waiver of a constitutional right occurs
only when an individual intentionally
relinquishes or abandons a known right or
privilege.

According to Destro, the court record
demonstrates that the Walsh students had
no idea that they were waiving any rights
when they chose Bishop Walsh,

Rights not waived

“On the contrary,” he said, ‘“‘the stu-
dents have consistently sought to avail
themselves of the educational oppor-
tunities provided. When they attempted
to enroll, they were refused. When told
they were ineligible, they complained to
the school board, to the public through
demonstrations, and finally to the courts.
There was no waiver of rights in this
case. ... The record shows instead a
school board intent upon taking rights
away from students who had no idea they
would lose them.”

In their appeal, Destro and Reinhart
also reiterated the students’ claim that
the board's exclusionary policy violates

PUBLIC
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their religious freedom. Judge Getty had
dismissed that claim, noting that the
Walsh students had not been excluded
because of their religious beliefs.

Religious discrimination

“Judge Getty’s reasoning is decep-
tively simple,” said Destro, “Few school
boards would be bold enough to hang a
‘no Catholics need apply’ sign on the
schoothouse door. But had the judge
examined the facts more closely,he would
have found that the impact of the board’s
decision falls only on those students who
have chosen religiously based education.
This, too, is religious discrimination. The
denial of access to public schools because
students have opted for a religious per-
spective on education exacts a penalty
on their exercise of a constitutional
right.”

Another argument reiterated in the
students’ appeal is that the school board
exceeded its authority, as defined by
Marviand statutes, when it excluded the
Walsh students from the All-County
Band.

The pertinent section of the Marvland
Education Code states that “All individ-
uals who are 5 vears old or older and
under 21 shall be admitted free of charge
to the public schools of this state.”
According to Destro, there are no stat-
utory exceptions to the requirement that
public educational opportunities be avail-
able to all within the prescribed age
limits,

One-sided duty

Yet, said Destro, court testimony by
Dr. Wayne Hill, superintendent of
Allegany County schools, clearly indi-
cates that he perceives the board’s duty as
applving only to public school students.

According to a transcript of his testi-
mony, Dr. Hill said that after the Walsh
students had participated in the program
for two years, ““objections were raised by
the band directors and people in our own
school community, pointing out the fact
that if private school students were
admitted to the All-County Band, this
would thus prevent the participation by
that number of public school students,
and we had far more public school stu-
detns for the band than we could accom-
modate. Our first responsibility, in my
opinion, is to the public school students.™

Destro said Dr. Hill’s testimony
ignores his duty to treat “all children™
equally, as mandated by law. Moreover,
said Destro, it implies that he perceives
his duty as being to assure educational
opportunities for some students by deny-
ing it to others.



BRITISH AND SOVIET AMBASSADORS RECEIVE PLEAS

League urges respect for religious freedom

The Catholic League has called upon
the Soviet and British governments to
guarantee religious freedom in their re-
spective countries.

Specifically, the League has asked the
British government to guarantee the con-
fidentiality of sacramental confessions
made by inmates at Long Kesh prison in
Northern Ireland, and it has asked the
Soviet government to stop physically mis-
treating Catholic priests in Lithuania.

The former request, channelled
through British Ambassador to the
United States Sir Nicholas Henderson,
came in the wake of widespread suspicion
among prison chaplains, inmates and their
families that confessions and other con-
fidential conversations have been elec-
tronically monitored by prison officials.

Those suspicions intensified recently
when a reporter for the London Sunday
Times claimed he had seen transcripts of
the deathbed talks between the Pope’s
personal secretary, Father John McGee,
and the dying hunger striker Bobby
Sands.

According to one of the Long Kesh
chaplains, Father Denis Faul, priests have
now taken steps to ensure that the secrets
of the confessional are not recorded by

Youth education program is

Father Peter Stravinskas, the

League’s East Coast regional director of

development, reports a growing enthu-
siasm among Catholic educators for the
League’s high school studies program.
Developed just over a vear ago by
Father Stravinskas, the program includes
curriculum materials for units on the
human life issue, anti-Catholicism in
America, parental freedom of choice in
education and secular humanism,

Pilot program

The pilot program was launched last
fall at Mt. St. Mary’s Academy in North
Plainfield, N.J., at Northeast Catholic
High School in Philadelphia and at Red
Bank Catholic High School in Red Bank,
N.J

During this past summer, Father Stra-
vinskas and his secretary, Pat Adamo,
have processed an additional 50 requests
for the curriculum materials. “After the
first of the year, we will do a follow up to
determine how many of those 50 schools
are actually using the materials and with
what success,”” said Father Stravinskas.

British intelligence. “We now hear confes-
sion in the jail chapel just before Mass —
out in the open body of the church sur-
rounded by dozens of prisoners,” he said,
adding that priests had suspected for a
long time that hidden listening devices
were being used in the prison camp.

In its letter to Ambassador Henderson,
the League said such suspicions are a
cause of anguish to the prisoners, to their
chaplains, to the general public and to
those for whom the absolute confidential-
ity of the confessional is an indispensable
aspect of religious freedom.

Guarantee sought

Accordingly, the League asked Hen-
derson to seek from his government a
public declaration guaranteeing that the
confidentiality of such conversations had
not in fact been violated and will not be
violated. In the event that violations have
already occurred, the British government
should acknowledge the specific instances
and offer assurances that they won’t be
repeated, the League said.

“Such a declaration will free those
immediately concerned from a cruel and
unnecessary psychological stress,” the

On October 1, Father Stravinskas dis-
cussed the League’s high school program
at a gathering of all the Catholic second-
ary school administrators in the Arch-
diocese of Baltimore., “This program is
long overdue’ was the general response of
the 75 administrators in attendance,
according to Father Stravinskas. He said
that the five packets of curriculum
materials that he had with him were pur-
chased on the spot, and that he expects
additional requests to reach his office by
mail.

The League’s high school curriculum
should gain new momentum next April,
since Father Stravinskas has accepted an
invitation to discuss the program during a
wcerkshop at the annual convention of the
National Catholic Educational Associa-
tion.

Besides his efforts to introduce the
League to high schoo! students, Father
Stravinskas has also presented lengthy dis-
cussions on the League at three sem-
inaries: Mt, St. Mary’s in Emmetsburg,
Md., Immaculate Conception at Hunting-
ton, Long Island, and St. Charles in Phil-
adelphia. *“Of all the groups I've spoken
to about the League, said Father Stra-

League said. “It will reassure their
families and the general public, and it will
protect the British government against
the public odium which such a suspicion
is bound to engender.”

The Catholic League’s appeal to the
Soviet government was prompted by
recent reports that Soviet militia arrested,
beat and kicked Father Richardas
Cherniauskas, a Catholic priest, as he con-
ducted a spiritual retreat for 50 young
people near Moletai, in Soviet-occupied
Lithuania,

In a letter to Ambassador Anatoly F.
Dobrynin, the League expressed its dis-
approval of the incident and reminded
the ambassador that ‘“no state can or
should interpose itself between man and
God.”

The League also wrote to Senator
Roger W. Jepsen, who has earned a repu-
tation as a champion of human rights for
those behind the Iron Curtain. ‘‘Please
use your personal influence and the
influence of your office to focus public
attention on this deplorable situation,”
the League urged. “Please help to martial
world opinion against Soviet suppression
of religious freedom and other funda-
mental human rights.”

well received

vinskas, ‘“the seminarians have been
among the most receptive.”

Father Stravinskas has also laid the
groundwork for Catholic League discus
sion groups at such prominent Catholic
colleges as Georgetown and Catholic
University in Washington, D.C., and St.
John’s University in New York.

Importance cited

The League’s youth education pro-
gram is of crucial importance not only to
the future of the Catholic League but to
future generations of American Catholics
as well, according to League President
Rev. Virgil C. Blum, S.J.

‘“‘American Catholics have always
been, for the most part, oblivious to their
rights and obligations in our interest
group democracy,” he said. “For that
reason, we have had little success in
asserting our just claims and interests in
the formulation of American public
policy. Because we want to improve that
record through our youth educational
programs, we are greatly encouraged by
the enthusiastic response we’ve received
from Catholic educators.”
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Formal diplomatic relations between
the United States and the Holy See were
broken off on a mutually sour note in
1868, shortly before the Papal States
_were absorbed into the Kingdom of Italy.
But in 1939, a convergence of foreign and
domestic political considerations made
the resumption of diplomatic contact
with the Vatican attractive to President
Franklin Roosevelt.

World War II had just broken out in
Europe, and Roosevelt’s highest priority
in foreign policy was to aid the Allies
against Hitler. Isolationist opinion was
strong at home, however, and this forced
Roosevelt into a posture of neutrality. To
make matters worse, this isolationist feel-
ing was strongest among Catholics, who
were indispensable to Roosevelt’s elec-
toral coalition and to the success of his
domestic programs. -

Opening diplomatic contact with the
Vatican would, at a single blow, cement
Catholic voters to the Roosevelt coalition
by svmbolically rewarding them for their
past support and also help overcome
Catholic resistance to the Administra-
tion’s foreign policy. In addition, Roose-
velt hoped that a diplomatic representa-

Public radio
fires cheap shot

The Catholic League has asked
National Public Rudio to stop insufting
the Catholic Church in its syndicated
broadcast material,

The Leuzgue’s request was prompted by
a Scptember 30 sports commentary
which began with the following line: “In
addition to the way the Catholic Church
has foused up the matter of sex . ...”

In aletter to Frank Mankiewicz, presi-
dent of National Public Radio, the Cath-
olic League said the comment was not
only utterly false but also totally irrele-
vant to the subject, which was gambling
and professional sports. The League
called the comment *‘nothing more than a
gratuitous defamation of the beliefs and
values of a large segment of the listening
audience,”

The League advised Mankiewicz that
‘“people of all faiths dislike having their
religion insulted; they like it even less
when the insult is gratuitous; and they
like it least of all when their own tax dol-
lars are used to subsidize dissemination of
the insult,”

Noting that the harmful effects of the
comment cannot now be undone, the
League culled for a public apology and
assurances that such defamation will not
avain occur,

tive at the Vatican would help to prevent
Italy from entering the war on Hitler’s
side. If this could be accomplished, it
would be a significant, if indirect, con-
tribution to the Allied cause. Finally, for
the sake of public opinion, nothing could
be more natural than for the world’s most
powerful neutral nation and the world’s
most respected moral authority to join in
a “partnership for peace.”

The final element in Roosevelt’s politi-
cal equation was the expected anti-
Catholic backlash to the appointment of
an American diplomatic representative to
the Vatican. If the thing was to be done,
it would have to be done delicately.

Taylor is appointed

On Christmas Eve, 1939, the President
sent personal greetings to Dr. George A.
Buttrick of the Federal Council of
Churches, Rabbi Cyrus Adler of Jewish
Theological Seminary, and Pope Pius XII,
urging cooperation for peace among reli-
gious leaders. The letter to the Pope,
however, included the additional news
that Myron D. Taylor had been named as
the President’s “personal representative”
to the Holy See.

Tavlor was a Protestant who had
recently retired as chairman of the United
States Steel Corporation. When Cardinal
Pacelli, now Pius XII, visited the United
States in 1936, he had been a house guest
of Tavlor, and more recently, Taylor had
served as head of an American refugee
relief organization based in Rome, so he
was known and trusted in the Vatican.

Catholic prestige enhanced

Taylor was officially a “personal repre-
sentative” rather than an ambassador
because Roosevelt wanted Lo avoid a con-
gressional dispute over the appointment.
For the same reason, Taylor was to payv
his own expenses and reside in his own
personal villa in Florence. These techni-
calities did not prevent either Catholics or
Protestants from seeing the appointment
as a significant enhancement of Catholic
prestige.

Catholics were nearly unanimous in
praising the appointment. They thought
it would improve the prospects for peace,
create better U.S. relations with Latin
American nations, and finally recognize
the proper importance of the Vatican in
international diplomacy. Undoubtedly,
another motivation for this Catholic
enthusiasm was the feeling that the
appointment would place an official seal
of approval on the dual loyalty of Catho-
lics to the papacy and the Republic,
which had created so much suspicion
against Catholics in the past, The lone dis-

Th'e President’s man at the Vatican

senter among the hierarchy was Boston’s
Cardinal O’Connell, who feared the
appointment would offer a pretext for a
renewed outbreak of anti-Catholic
feeling.

The Cardinal’s apprehensions were
well founded. Almost every major Protes-
tant denomination protested the appoint-
ment, with the Baptists, Methodists and
Lutherans most vehement in their objec-
tions. Hesitant at first, the Federal
Council of Churches soon called for the
withdrawal of Taylor’s appointment.
While Protestant opinion was far from
unanimous, an indication of the broad
consensus on this issue is that the liberal
Christion Cenlury found itself in a rare
editorial alliance with fundamenlalists
who charged that the President had made
a pact with *‘the devil in Rome, Pope
Pius.”” The centerpiece of the Protestant
objection was, naturally, the claim that
the appointment violated ‘“‘separation of
church and state.”

Catholics respond

Catholic leaders responded to these
complaints in equally combative terms.
Archbhishop Francis Speliman of New
York said that all “men of good will”
must approve collaboration between the
President and the Pope in the cause of
peace. He noted that there were no objec-
tions to the appointment of ambassadors
to England or Japan. even though the
king and emperor were heads of their
respective national churches.

President Roosevelt tried to mollify
his critics by assuring them that the
appointment was temporary and personal
rather than official. Privately, in a letter
to a senator from North Carolina, he
expressed himself somewhat more
bluntly, declaring that if those now pro-
testing ‘‘had done a little preaching from
the pulpit against the Ku Klux Klan in
the 1920°s I would have a little more
genuine American respect for their Chris-
tianity!”’

Mixed results

In spite of the furor, Taylor remained
at his post until the war was over. The
appointment did not achieve Roosevelt’s
short-term goal of keeping Italy out of
the war, or his long-term goal of getting a
Vatican endorsement of the Allied cause.
But it did help enlist Catholic support for
the Administration’s foreign policy and
served as a vital diplomatic listening post
during the war.

Later presidents have named diplo-
matic representatives to the Vatican, and
the protests have steadily diminished in
intensity and scope.



Chapter leaders
meet with bishops

Father Peter Stravinskas, the League’s
East Coast regional director of develop-
_ment, has met with several bishops
recently to elicit their support for League
chapters, In most instances, he was
accompanied by local chapter officers.

Father Stravinskas and Dr. Anthony
Czajkowski, president of the Washington
Chapter, met with the Most Rev. Eugene
A. Marino, auxiliary bishop of Washing-
ton, who agreed to serve on the chapter’s
advisory committee and to bring the
League to the attention of the deans.

President John Pateracki of the Con-
necticut Chapter, Father Stravinskas, and
other chapter officers, met with the Most
Rev. Walter Curtis, bishop of Bridgeport,
who expressed his strong support of the
League. Bishop John McGann of Rock-
ville Centre told Father Stravinskas and
President William Lindner of the Long
Island Chapter that he is extremely
pleased with the chapter’s style and activ-
ities.- He suggested that the chapter organ-
ize a conference on the League for
diocesan clergy, and he said he would
gladly include League literature in
diocesan mailings to the clergy.

Father Stravinskas also met with
Auxiliary Bishop John O’Connor of the
Military Ordinariate, Bishop O'Connor is
writing an article about the League which
will be included in the chaplains’ monthly
periodical.

Carpenter addresses educators

Jack Carpenter, president of the Cath-
olic League’s Nebraska Chapter, was a
featured speaker at the Archdiocese of
Omaha’s 1981 Fall Education Conference
held October 12 at Gross High School.

Parents, teachers and administrators in
attendance heard Carpenter discuss “Tui-
tion Tax Credits: An Issue for Hysteria,
or Parent Rights in Education?”

Carpenter discussed the historical
background of public and private schools
in America, and he explained that the
dual system of education has always been
beneficial to society. He noted, however,
that the dual system is now endangered
because adverse economic conditions

St. Louis Chapter
is on television

The League’s St. Louis Chapter was
featured on a segment of the October 25
“Confluence” television program broad-
cast over KMOX-TV, The program pre-
sents ecumenical religious issues in a
magazine-style format.

Representing the chapter was former
president Jack Horgan, who explained the
goals and activities of the League and its
network of chapters,

threaten'to put many private schools out
of business.

According to Carpenter, the problem
can best be solved through a program of
federal tuition tax credits, which would
ease the financial burden borne by most
parents who try to provide their children
with a religiously oriented education.

Unfortunately, he noted, enactment of
such a program has long been frustrated
by a not always well intentional appeal to
the constitutional guarantee of separation
of church and state — an argument which
Carpenter emphatically declared is
“irrelevant to the issue of tuition tax
credits,”

Parents’ rights

What is relevant, he said, are the rights
of parents to religious freedom and equal
protection. ‘“‘Private school parents pay
their share of education taxes,” he said,
“but as soon as they elect to send their
children to a church-related school, in
accordance with the dictates of their con-
science, they are severely penalized; they
are forced to pay twice for their child’s
education, That is wrong, and we've got
to work to change the system.”

The Nebraska Chapter also set up a
booth at the education conference, from
which chapter members distributed
League literature on the education issue.

Viinnhesota Chapter criticizes broadcasts

James Ahler, president of the League’s
Minnesota Chapter, has offered construc-
tive criticism to a local radio station and a
local television station on how to be less
offensive to their Catholic listeners.

On the September 25 Bob Allard
show, broadcast over WAYL radio in
Egan, Minnesota, Bruce Laube of the
University of Minnesota described a caller
who expressed problems with his sexual-
ity as “a recovered Catholic.”” The term
went unchallenged except by a followup
caller who expressed amazement at the
use of such a deprecating term. Her query
resulted only in a justification of the term
as a humorous reference.

In a letter to WAYL Program Director
Greg Kulka, Ahler said: “To those of us
who share the Catholic faith, such expres.
sions are not humorous, Dealing with
Catholicism as though it were a dread
disease from which one ‘recovers’ or as
though Catholicism requires perverse
sexual repression is an expression of
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religious bigotry, not of humor....We
certainly hope that the promotion of
such attitudes is contrary to the policy of
WAYL and that some effort will be made
to place restraints on unchallenged
expressions of bigotry such as this on
future WAYL programming.”

Misleading report

Ahler also took exception to a news
report broadcast over KSTP.TV in St.
Paul, which characterized Pope John
Paul’s latest encyclical as saying that ‘‘a
woman’s place is in the home.’”” Calling
that characterization “false and mislead-
ing,” Ahler quoted pertinent passages of
the encyclical in a letter to News Director
Stan Turner.

What the Pope said, quoted Ahler, is
this: “Having to abandon these tasks (of
caring for children and educating them) in
order to take up paid work outside the

home is wrong from the point of view of
the good of society and the family when
it contradicts or hinders these primary
goals of the mission of the mother.” Fur-
ther, the Pope said that ‘“(women) should
be able to fulfill their tasks in accordance
with their own nature without being dis-
criminated against and without being
excluded from jobs for which they are
capable, ...”

Noting that KSTP’s characterization of
the Pope’s message did not square with
his actual words, Ahler said the station’s
lapse in fairness and balance was even
more disappointing because it comes
from a station whose past coverage has
been praiseworthy.

Ahler told Turner that he was partic-
ularly galled by the treatment he received
when he called the station to complain
about its unfair coverage, “Apparently
distortion of the Pope’s message was con-
sidered by the staff on duty to be not
only justified but humorous.” he said.






Senator Barry Goldwater recently
blasted the New Right, saying “‘I don’t
think what they’re talking about is ‘con.
servatism.’ . . . The religious issue of these
groups (abortion, school prayer) has little
or nothing to do with conservative or lib-
eral politics, One of the great strengths of
our political system always has been our
tendency to keep religious issues in the
background,”

This new doctrine that religion has no
place in politics is now being espoused by
conservatives and liberals alike, Yet this
belief implicitly denies the fundamental
premise of our pluralistic society and the
First Amendment right of citizens to try
to influence governmental policies
according to their own religious and
moral values.

One would expect those who do not
believe in a transcendent God to decry
the consideration of religious and moral
values in public policy making., What is
truly shocking here is that even religious-
minded men and women are rejecting the
whole American experience from colonial
times and claiming that religious and
moral beliefs must be jettisoned when
public policy is made.

The Founding Fathers based their case
against the tyvranny of King George on
the Word of God; the abolitionists based
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Democracy and pluralism under attack

their case against slavery, as did Abraham
Lincoln, on the Word of God; the pro-
hibitionists based their case against the
drinking of alcoholic beverages on the
Word of God; the labor unionists, as did
Msgr. John Ryan, based their case for col-
lective bargaining on the Word of God;
the advocates of racial equality, notably
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., based
their case against racial discrimination on
the Word of God; and today advocates of
the right to life of unborn children base
their case on the Word of God.

Yet today more and more religious-
minded politicians are becoming con-
vinced that if they carry their own
religious and moral values into their pub-
lic roles and weigh these beliefs in public
policy decisions, this is tantamount to
forcing their religion upon others.

This posture is in complete conflict
with the pluralistic nature of our society.
It assumes that the only people and the
only politicians who have a right to par.
ticipate in the making of public policy are
those who set aside their religious and
moral values. Anyone adhering to Judaeo-
Christian values, and trying to live by
them, is turned into a silent and non-
voting second-class citizen.

This doctrine is a rejection of the
principles of our democracy — govern-
ment of the people, by the people and for
the people — because it would exclude
from active involvement in the demo-
cratic processes religious-minded citizens
and politicians, It would restrict public

policy making to individuals who are non-
believers or who will not bring their
Judaeo-Christian values into the political
arena.

The adoption of this doctrine of
“religion has no place in politics” by
religious-minded politicians sometimes
makes them responsible for public policy
they personally find morally abhorrent,

Not long ago in Maryland, for
example, the Prince George’s County
Council voted on legislation to ban fund-
ing of abortions at tax.supported hos
pitals. The legislation was defeated ona 5
to 5 vote when a pro-life Council member
abstained from voting, saying, “Because
of my personal religious beliefs, my
immediate reaction was to favor its adop-
tion. But I believe also that my election
to public office did not grant me the
license to impose my religious and moral
beliefs on others who disagree, ”

By abstaining from voting, this
Council member rejected the principles of
our representative democracy and of our
pluralistic society (which has the right to
expect that constituent groups will have
an impact on public policy making); she
abrogated her First Amendment rights to
bring her religious and moral values into
public policy formation; she rejected her
duty as a Christian to bring Gospel-values
into the political arena; and, perhaps
unwittingly, she became morally culpabie
for the abortions performed in the tax-
supported hospitals of Prince George’s
County.

New book exonerates Pius Xl

The Catholic League has expressed its
gratitude to the Associated Press for pub-
licizing a new book which refutes the
popular myth that Pope Pius XII was
insensitive to the plight of European Jews
during World War II.

Entitled The Papacy in the Modern
World, the book was written by Father
Derek Holmes, a Church historian.
According to a recent AP dispatch,
Father Holmes’s new book asserts that
the Pope’s “‘apparent indifference to the
fate of Jews during the Nazi reign of ter.
ror in Rome was a smokescreen' to hide
the fact that he was sheltering 400,000
Jews from German deportation.”

The AP dispatch goes on to say that,
according to the book, two German dip-
lomats in Rome deliberately lied to their
Nazi superiors in Berlin about the Pope’s
sympathy for Jewish suffering, their pur-
pose being to stop the Germans from

occupying the Vatican and to safeguard
the Pope’s efforts to save the Jews.

Allegations that Piux XII was indiffer-
ent to the plight of the Jews stem directly
from the deliberate deceptions by the
German ambassador to the Vatican,
Baron Ernst von Weizsacker, and his
deputy, Albert von Kessel, according to
the AP account of Father Holmes’s book.
In reality, Vatican authorities, acting on
the Pope’s orders, were sheltering at least
half the Jews in Rome, Father Holmes
said.

In a letter to the Associated Press, the
Catholic League thanked the wire service
for calling attention to the book and its
message and for helping to rehabilitate
the image of a great but largely unappre-
ciated religious leader who willingly
endangered the Vatican in order to pro-
tect thousands of Jewish people from the
onslaught of Nazism.
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Sectarian bigotry is born agaimn
by Greg Erlandson

It most closely resembles a ‘““Classics Illustrated”
comic book, those cartoon retellings of great novels.
Called “"The Big Betrayal,” it is the latest product of
Chick Publications. But this comic book aims not to
edify, but incite.

On the cover is a picture of John Wilkes Booth
shooting President Abraham Lincoln while St. Peter’s
dome looms in the background. Its message: Rome
“still controls governments of the world” through her
Jesuits and her intrigues. The United States is still her
target, and she is ¢‘still participating in the assassina-
tion of the world leaders” who do not go along with
her. . ‘

“Right now [sectarian anti-Catholicism] is more
widespread and virulent than it has been at any time
during the past 50 years, and'it shows no sign of hav-
ing crested,” claims Michael Schwartz. Schwartz is the
director of public affairs for the Catholic League for
Religious and Civil Rights, the only Catholic organiza-
tion which nationally monitors secular and sectarian
anti-Catholicism today.

Centered primarily in the South and Southwest,
but with a national audience — thanks to syndicated
radio shows and widely distributed books and tracts
— fundamentalism’s new anti-Catholicism is yet
another recurrence of America’s longest lasting and
most subtle prejudice.

Oldest prejudice

While intellectual anti-Catholicism has never dis-
appeared in this country, in the last five years reli-
gious anti-Catholicism — thought dead since John F.
Kennedy’s election to the presidency — has
re-emerged, spread by a variety of authors, singers
and pastors.

I think that there is something of a revival of anti-
Catholicism,” noted Kenneth Kantzer, editor of

Christianity Today, a leading magazine for Protestant.

evangelicals, But he hastened to add that ‘I don’t
think it is a dominant mood of any section of Protes-
tantism.”

Schwartz himself traced this recent outbreak to the
widely publicized Chick comic books. Chick Publica-
tions, already an established name in Christian book-
stores, recently published ‘““Alberto” and ‘‘Double
Cross,” tales of an alleged ex-Jesuit, Alberto Rivera.
Rivera claimed that, as a Spanish priest, he had been
ordered to attack Protestants and desecrate their
churches as part of a world-wide Vatican plot. In
“The Big Betrayal,” the Catholic Church is held
responsible for the death of Lincoln and even the Civil
War.

Primary target

For Chick, a primary issue is the Vatican
“machine,” capable of any conspiracy or inter-
national treachery. Priests are usually drunkards and
lechers, and Jesuits are capable of any perfidy.

At the recent Christian Booksellers Association
convention held in Southern California, Chick Publi-
cations distributed a flyer explaining why so many
bookstores had removed their copies of *“Alberto”
and ‘““Double Cross” (both successful sellers, from all
reports). “When we printed the two true stories. ..
the forces of Rome partially succeeded in keeping

~ them from the public. The machine gave instructions

to its faithful followers to put pressure on the book-
stores. It was not by chance, but a well planned
attack.”

Some stores still sell the controversial works. Msgr.
Edward O’Donnell, editor of the St. Louis Review,
told of one store in St. Louis that now sells them
only on request —like pornography. But many

... Catholic emigrants were pouring into the
United States. But they must be directed where
to settle. ... Rome wanted them to come to
Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, etc., while the land was
still cheap. With their exploding families, wealth
and unity, they could rule everything.

— “The Big Betrayal”




responsible shops stopped sales once the claims of
Rivera were investigated.

Performing an invaluable ecumenical service, Chris-
tianity Today’s Gary Metz exposed Rivera’s fraudu-
lent claims in an article published earlier this year.

-~ - The Roman Church is not a cult. It’s an
empire! ... Never has something so black and
wicked gotten away with appearing so holy and
mysteriously beautiful . . . for so long!

— Keith Green, Catholic Chronicles IIT

While Chick’s products can do great harm to the
young and ignorant, even more harmful may be the
slick, sincere and seemingly well researched tracts of
Keith Green,

Green is a highly popular Christian singer. Raised
as a Christian Scientist, then ‘“reborn,” he performs
around the country and has developed a large follow-
ing, Living near Lindale, Texas, a center of funda-
mentalist activity, Green, his wife and their Christian
community publish the Last Days Newsletter with a
series entitled “The Catholic Chronicles.”

“What is wrong with the Catholic Church,” said
Green in an interview with the Register, ‘‘is its
emphasis on man’s responsibility rather than Jesus’
finished work on the cross.”

Using a combination of Church documents, Catho-
lic catechisms and anti-Catholic texts like Loraine
Boettner's Roman Catholicism, Green ‘“analyzes”
Catholic doctrine, showing its non-biblical roots.

Broad criticisms

Punctuating his text with scriptural references,
Green might criticize transubstantiation one month,
penance the next. But what is always most virulently
attacked is the Catholic reliance on Church tradition.
The rites of the Church, Green tries to prove, are
either arbitrarily imposed by Church councils or are
pagan in origin. What they are not is Christian and
scripturally authentic,

Green stresses that ‘“it has nothing to do with Cath-
olics themselves,” admitting, ‘I don’t know many of
them.”” He is fearful, however, of what he calls a
“renaissance’ in the Catholic Church. As evidence of
that, he cites the example of John Michael Talbot, a
converted Catholic who has led many young people
to Catholicism through his music.

Green, believing ““God told me to do it,” seems to
feel the Catholic Chronicles are more a matter of
obedience to Divine Will than a task of pleasure.
While he will not say there are sure to be more Chron-
icies, he does suggest future topics could include
Church history and charismatics. .

Though he expressed no sympathy for the “craz
hate sensationalism” of some anti-Catholicism, he
remains coyly reticent about publications like the
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Chick comics, claiming not to know the material well
enough to condemn or endorse it,

His mail, Green said, ran four to one in favor of the
Catholic Chronicles. But a recent “Protestant Chron-
icle,”” an examination of evangelism, aroused twice as
many negative letters — a sign that evangelism can be
at least as defensive as Catholics when told they may
be in error.

The one person seemingly not in error is Green,
who says “I don’t believe just because somebody’s
Catholic he is going to hell,” but the Church “must
change officially, doctrinally, before I become tolerant
of it as a whole.”

Deep roots

For those Catholics who grew up before Vatican 11,
none of these charges will seem particularly new, but
for Catholics raised in the past 20 years, anti-
Catholicism often seems inexplicable.

Yet the roots of anti-Catholicism are in America’s
soil, and go back to the first settlers. Sectarian
antipathy was a pronounced ingredient of the first
colonies. But anti-Romanism increased with the
arrival of Catholic immigrants, starting with the Irish.

In the 19th century, Michael Schwartz notes, it
was felt that “Poles, Italians, the Irish were unable to
live in a democratic society. They were poor, crim-
inal, and Catholic. Now the same things are being said
about the Mexicans.”

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum of the American Jewish
Committee feels there are ‘‘two dominant tendencies
of bigotry in U.S. history.” First there is class pol-
itics. In times of great anxiety, people “look for
scapegoats — simple answers as to why they are
hurting."

Second 1s status politics, when established groups
are threatened by others coming up the ladder. Both
elements may be at work today.

But what Tannenbaum finds unique about
America’s religious demographics is that since World
War II — but particularly in the "70s — 40 to 50 mil-
lion evangelical Christians have been entering the
mainstream of American society. People who may
have never before had much contact with Catholics or
Jews are now rubbing shoulders with them in the city
and on the job. The resulting prejudice may be a cul-
tural backlash.

Schwartz sees an indirect cause being the ‘‘rise of
the importance of the born-again Christian” as evi-
denced by the success of people like Jimmy Carter
and Jerry Falwell. With the aid of the “Electronic
Church,” said Schwartz, this has ‘“rekindled the
mentality that looks upon America as a uniquely
Protestant Zion.” This in turn has been accompanied
by the return of extremists like the Ku Klux Klan.

Another factor is the rise of millennialism. The
apocalyptic tradition — growing stronger as we draw
closer to the year 2000 — makes much literal hay of



the symbolism of the Book of Revelation. The Cath-
olic Church as the Anti-christ and the Whore of
Babylon are themes increasingly heard. Tim LaHaye,
a key figure in the Moral Majority and a nationally
known pastor and author, for example, in his book
Revelation [llustrated and Explained has material as
. ‘‘virulently anti-Catholic as anything written,”” judged
Schwartz. More can be expected.

While Keith Green can write that “we really, really
love Catholics! It is our only motive for publishing
this series of articles,” in actuality a climate of
bigotry and fear is reasserting itself. Well-intentioned
critics of Catholic doctrine end up in league with
demagogues if care is not taken.

Rabbi Tannenbaum recalls the recent statement
made in Dallas, Texas, by the Rev. Bailey Smith, head
of the Southern Baptist Convention, that God does
not listen to the prayers of the Jews., He feels it is
more than a coincidence that not long afterward a
fundamentalist preacher in Texas refused to share a
speaker’s platform with Phyllis Schlafly because of
her Catholicism.

Another case is the Rev. Dan C. Fore, head of the
Moral Majority’s New York chapter, who recently
explained that God gave Jews a special talent for
making money. He denied he was anti-Semitic, saying
of those who persecuted the Jews: “Those weren’t
Christians, they were Roman Catholics.”

And in San Diego, Calif., Rosalind Musselman of
“Fishers of Men Final Call Ministry,” in one of her
commentaries on radio station KMJC, expressed the
wish that Pope John Paul would not recover from his
bullet wounds, the assassination attempt having been
a way for the Vatican to curry world sympathy.

As this prejudice spreads, particularly in regions
like the Southwest where anti-Catholicism is com-
bined with an anti-Mexican racism, the social damage
is incalculable. But the effect cultural figures like
Green have upon Catholic youth is being closely
watched. .

Green, says Schwartz, is particularly troublesome
to young Catholics. The Catholic League has been
“besieged, mainly by priests reporting young people
who have read the pamphlets and are leaving the
Church.”

Danger to youth

In Orange County, a conservative, affluent area
south of Los Angeles, anti-Catholic centers like Cal-
vary Chapel attract kids with their fellowship and
fervent evangelization, according to William Hard-
wick, director of the diocese’s youth ministers. For
Hardwick the problem stems from the fact that 75
percent of Orange Couty, according to a 1975 Gallup
Poll, was unchurched. The fundamentalist Churches
see it as an open field, says Hardwick, and there is
comparatively little evangelization on the part of
mainstream Churches, Catholic or otherwise,

Many of my friends at our fellowship go to
Mass, and it’s funny, after reading your article,
all of us seem to_have been touched in the same
way. [They stopped going to Mass.] We didn’t
react because ‘Keith Green said so,” but out of
enlightenment from the Lord.

— A Catholic Girl’s Letter to Keith Green

For Len Beckman, a youth minister at St. Callistus
in Garden Grove, Calif., the secular message of the
media is compounded by the anti-Catholic preaching
of the fundamentalist. The pressure not to believe can
be overwhelming. For now, Beckman tries to research
and answer each objection a Catholic young person
might have to his Church when being tempted to join
a fundamentalist sect.

What can be done?

What can be done about a prejudice that seems
unwilling to ever completely disappear?

We must first realize that— obviously —not all
Protestants are anti-Catholic. In fact, many ohservers
believe that the bridges between Catholics and evan-
gelicals are stronger than ever.

Tom Minnery, a writer for Christianity Today, told
the Register that Chick attracts only *people without
much education.” Rather than a growth in hatred, he
saw a ‘“‘growth of the evangelical in Catholicism as
more people read the Bible.”

Bishop Peter Giliquist, a former Campus Crusader
who is now head of the fledgling Evangelical Ortho-
dox Church — a challenging combination of
Orthodox belief and evangelism — believes that by
and large there is a better feeling among the main-
stream evangelical Protestants toward Catholics than
even when I was growing up.”’

Gillquist and Christianity Today editor Kantzer
both say that more outspoken references to Scripture
by Catholics would help establish common ground.
“Make plain your basic biblical and evangelical com-
mitment,” saild Kantzer. “This tends to disarm
[eritics].”

While Christianity Today’s ecumenical record is
exemplary, the Catholic League’s Michael Schwartz
believes the ‘“‘great bulk of Protestants who could do
something do not.” While he says the public record of
people like Moral Majority’s Jerry Falwell is “very
good,” he criticizes Falwell’s refusal to disassociate
himself from anti-Catholics like LaHaye and Fore,
Noting that many members of Moral Majority are
conservative Catholics, Schwartz feels the ‘‘organiza-
tion may be headed for trouble.”

But for Schwartz, who has spent almost 15 years
examining the issue, ‘‘Anti-Catholicism is not a
Protestant problem or a secular problem; it is really a
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Catholic problem.” Catholics should fight anti-
Catholicism as other minority groups have fought
bigotry.

He also argues for a new apologetics, while conced-
ing — given the fragmentation of the Church today —
that Catholics themselves may not be able to agree
on the content of such works.

Perhaps the biggest problem is that the Church is
not sure of its own identity and is vulnerable to
attack. One young evangelical even tried to explain to
the Register that “there are three Catholic Churches
now — the conservatives, the experimenters and the
charismatics.”

There may after all be a silver lining to this new
sectarian oprosition to the Catholic Church, if it can
force Catholics to define their beliefs and their insti-
tutions more clearly. The fundamentalist refusal to
re-examine differences for the sake of ecumenism
may be in Catholics’ best interests.

For the Catholic Church, a new look at an old
problem may expose the need for sounder catechetics
and more aggressive evangelization.

“Culturally,”” concludes Schwartz, ‘“Catholicism
will either be gutted — or Catholics will regroup and
stand up for their rights. That is the challenge that
lies before us.”

The ‘ecceptable’ prejudice
by Greg Eriandson

The pro-life movement is primarily a Catholic movement, yet Catholic women have as
many abortions as any other group of women. Perhaps the explanation for this lies in part in
the role of confession in Catholicism. .., Thus, many Catholics have unsanctioned sex, use
birth control, and have abortions, knowing they can later “‘work it off on their knees’ . . . .

— Deirdre English, Executive Editor of Mother Jones Magazine

Anti-Catholicism has always been a socially accept-
able prejudice. Long after racism and anti-Semitism
were condemned by religious and political leaders,
prejudice against Catholics continues. For Michael
Schwartz, his first two yvears at the Catholic League
were primerily spent monitoring secular prejudice,

In a press release distributed by the Catholic
Leowrue, Schwartz noted that “Catholics are ... at a
dizudvintage in the academic community because of
latent religious prejudice, The Ladd-Lipset survey
showed thair Catholics are grossly underrepresented
on the faculties of the more prestigious universities,
and Louis Harris discovered that more than one-third
of 1he non-Catholic public believes that Catholics are
‘narrow-minded, under the influence of Church
dogma.” ”

This intellectual prejudice, always present in the
United States, has been heightened by the prominent
role the Catholic Church has played in the anti-
aboriion movement. What social analysts are calling
the ‘new elite” — the young, well-educated, secular
middle class, litke the readers of Mother Jones — is
quite capable of the worst prejudices against Catho-
lics in its defense of women and ‘‘reproductive
rights.” :

Mspr. Edward O'Donnel, editor of the St Louwis
Review, recalled that in the court test of the Hyde
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Amendment, Hyde’s Catholicism became an issue, as
did the Catholic backgrounds of jurors in Massachu-
setts’ famous infanticide prosecution of Dr. Kenneth
Edelin. Catholics like theologian Rosemary Ruether
and Andrew Greeley are often celebrated primarily
because their dissident views coincide with prevailing
anti-Catholic hias,

One danger of such intolerance is that it can result
in “scientific studies’ which seek to confirm class
bias. Dr. Zena Blau, a University of Houston sociol-
ogist, recently concluded that children with Catholic
mothers are less intelligent than others. Asserting that
children whose mothers are non-religious had the
highest 1.@. scores of her sample, Blau concluded that
“the impact of the high-control religious institutions
is adverse to a child’s intellectual development.”

Using 1,000 Chicago schoolchildren as her evi-
dence, Blau has attempted to justify academically the
prejudice of her peers. It is most telling that, unlike
the furor which greeted the racial theories of Har-
vard’s Arthur Jensen, the academic response to Blau’s
study has been remarkably restrained.

Reprinted with permission from The National Catholic Reg-
ister, an independent national Catholic weekly published at
1901 Avenue of the Stars, Los Angeles, California 9006 7.


















Pope and Church smeared in press attacks

When the Vatican announced a mid-
September meeting between Pope John
Paul Il and Yasser Arafat, leader of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization. a
senior official of the Israeli government
responded with a blistering attack on
the moral integrity of the Pope and of
the Church. Since then, these charges
have been repeated and amplified in the
American press.

Cartoons, editorials and columns ap-
peared in newspapers all across the
country objecting tothe meeting; public
statements were issued denouncing the
Pope: and Catholic churches were pick-
eted by opponents of this papal peace
initiative.

Many of the protesters, unfortunately,
did not confine themselves to criticizing
this particular meeting, but engaged in
anall-out attack on the Church, dredging
up the discredited and defamatory
charges of Vatican collaboration with
the Nazis. accusing Catholicism of an
inherent anti-Semitism, and inventing
completely new anti-Catholic smears.

Perhaps the most irresponsible of these
attacks wasa front-page editorialin The
Jewish Press, a Brooklyn-based weekly
with a reported circulation of 240.000.
In its Sept. 24 issue. The Jewish Press
blared that “The Pope Shares The Blame
For The Palestinian Massacre,” refer-
ring to the atrocious murder of innocent

Palestinian civilians at a refugee camp
in Lebanon. The editorial claimed that,
by meeting with Arafat, the Pope had
“sent a signal to all the Christians that
murder for a cause is to be applauded,”
and concluded that “the Phalangists, as
devout Christians, followed the guide-
lines set by the Prince of their church
and as good disciples engaged in the
massacre of their opponents.”

Inatelegram totheeditor, the Catholic
League expressed its “shock and out-
rage” at this reckless accusation and
demanded a retraction. The League
contended that this editorial “can serve
no conceivable purpose except to enkin-
dle religious hatred among the readers
of The Jeirish Press for the Pope and for
their Catholic fellow citizens.”

No retraction was forthcoming, but
The Jewish Press did acknowledge the
League’s protest in its next issue and, in
reply, issued another, rather half-hearted
denunciation of the Pope, concluding
that “It was not our intent to inflame
racial (sic) hatred. Far from it... We
trust that in time...Jew and Christian
will treat each other with respect.” The
League, too. hopes that mutual respect
will be forthcoming.

Reaction from the national Jewish
press varied widely. from applause for
thedefamatory editorial by the editor of
a Jewish newspaper in the Midwesttoa

Mioynihan’s commitment on
tax credits questioned

The presidentsof three Catholic League
chapters in New York State have ex-
pressed their disappointment with what
they perceive as an “apparent loss of
commitment” by Senator Daniel P.
Moynihan on the issue of tuition tax
credits.

Their disappointment was prompted
by Moynihan’svotein the Senate Finance
Committee in favor of Senator Bill
Bradley's controversial amendments to
President Reagan’s tuition tax credit
bill which would have deeply involved
the Internal Revenue Service in moni-
toring private schools to eliminate all
segregative practices. Many supporters
of tax credits, particularly the represen-
tatives of Christian schools, had made it
clear that their support for tax credits
was conditional on keeping the IRS
from becoming excessively entangled in
the educational affairs of private schools.
For this reason. the amendments, which
passed by aone-vote margin, were looked
upon by some tax ¢redit supporters as
“killer amendments,”

In addition to their concern over
Moynihan’s vote on those amendments,
the Catholic League activists, in their
letter to the senator, stated that they
were disappointed that the senator had
been relatively silent in responding to
the “specious and often defamatory
arguments” raised against tax credits
during the current year. They noted
that this silence stood in marked con-
trast with the articulate and often cour-
ageous leadership on the issue which
Moynihanhad provided in previous years.

The letter to Moynihan was signed by
chapter presidents William Lindner of
Long Island, Dr. Thomas Reilly of
Brooklyn-Queens, and Anthony Mangano
of Westchester.

Senator Moynihan’s office responded
quickly to the concerns raised in the let-
ter, saying that the senator is as commit-
ted as ever to parental rights in educa-
tion and that, in his view, the Bradley
amendments would have strengthened
rather than weakened the bill's chance
of passage.

scornful repudiation of its extremist
rhetoric by the editor of a New England
Jewish magazine.

Attacks on the Pope in numerous
articles and cartoons in the secular press
were almost as unrestrained. One Ohio
newspaper printed a letter which con-
cluded, “Until now, I could never find a
rational basis for the infamous Polish
jokes. Now I understand.” Dozens of
papers printed a column by Harry James
Cargas, a Catholic college professor from
St. Louis, who depicted the Church as
“guilty of silence while 6 million Jews
were being slaughtered by baptized
Christians,” and of having a “tradition
of anti-Semitism.”

‘Sad lrony’

To counter this disinformation and
defamation, the Catholic League distri-
buted a column to over 100 daily news-
papers on papal efforts to aid Jews
during World War II. and submitted
numerous letters to the editor, including
one from Virginia Offer of the Long
Island chapter which appeared in The
New York Times and one from James
Jandrisitz of the Philadelphia Chapter
which appeared in The Philadelphia
Inquirer. The League also provided
information to Nick Thimmesch, who
wrote a syndicated column on the subject.

Father Virgil C. Blum expressed his
sadness that the Holy Father has been
subjected to such harsh attacks simply
because he is seeking a just peace in the
Middle East. Noting that the Pope had
admonished Arafat against "recourse to
arms and violence in anyv form and
above all to terrorism and reprisals,”
and that he had defended the right of the
State of Israel to “security,” Father
Blum said, “It is a sad irony that a man
of peace has been blamed for acts of
violence. The fact that these unjust
accusationsagainst the Pope were given
such wide publicity in the secular press
shows that anti-Catholic prejudice is
still deeply rooted in our society and
that many Americans are predisposed
to believe the worst about the Catholic
Church.”

Relations still good

“The general state of Catholic-Jewish
relations is ‘remarkably good.’ according
to Eugene Fisher. director of the Secret-
ariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of
the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops.,” said Father Blum. “Let us
hopeand pray thatthe recent attackson
Pope John Paul will not cause them to
deteriorate.”






DOCKET

By Patrick Monaghan,
General Counsel

In Brandow r. Board of Fducation,
Judge Irving Kaufman of the Second
Circuit Court of Appceals stated, “To
many Americans, the state’s noblest
function is the education of our nation’s
vouth.” The court went on to note that
this responsibility is entrusted largely
“to the public schools™ with the desire
that children be made into responsible
citizens by “learning the enduring values
of Western civilization we all share—an
appreciation of critical reasoning, a
commitment to democratic institutions
and a dedication to the principles of
fairness.”

But in rejecting the right of public
high school students to meet voluntarily
for prayver inanunused classroom during
off-school hours, Judge Kaufman appar-
ently voncluded that religious liberty is
not an “enduring value.”

State Imprimatur

For in denving those students their
right to free religious expression. the
court stated. “Our nation's elementary
and secondary schools play a unique role
in transmitting basic and fundamental
valuestoour yvouth. Toan impressionable
student, even the mere appearance of
secular involvementinreligious activities
might indicate that the srate has placed
its imprimaturon a particular religious
creed.”

RBut what about the state imprimatur
that is now being placed on irreligion or
non-religion? Is not the impressionable
student still subject tothe "mere appear-
ance of secular involvement™ by an

Noteworthy Quotes

“ITe who makes the race the ultimate
normofall values, pervertsand falsifies
the order of things created and com-
manded by God...As God's sun shines on
all human beings, so does His law know
no privileges or exceptions...Human
beings as persons possess God-given
rightswhich must be preserved from all
attacks aimed at denving, suppressing
or disregarding them..."—From Mt
Lircacender Sorge, the 1937 encyelical in
which Pope Pius XTI condemned the
theory and practice of Nazism.

I “the pope and Jerry Falwell could
et pregnant, opposition to the right to
have an abortion would guickly dis-
appear.”"— Edd Doerr. former staff
writer for Americans United for Sep-
aration of Church and State. in a Jetter
published Ot 12,1982, by the Washiny-
foree T e s,

arbitrary and deliberate involvement of
the state in excising and censoring all
God-centered religious expression in
public schools? Is it not clear that
continued state legal recognition and
enforcement of the Secularist dogma
concerning the prohibition of any ex-
pression of religious sentiment in the
public schools amounts to the placing of
the state’s imprimatur on a particular
religious creed—the Secularist creed?

‘Enclaves of Totalitarianism’

The Supreme Court. in Tinker . Des
Moines Independent Comnounity Sclool
District, said that “state-operated schools
may not be enclaves of totalitarianism”
and that “students may not be regarded
as closed-circuit recipients of only that
which the state chooses to communicate.”
Yet, in point of fact. the tax-supported
government schools have become pre-
cisely that.

There was a time when religious-
minded citizens might worry that pravers
in public places were a danger in our
relationship with God in that the prayers

The religion of the public schools

might become vain and empty repetitions.
But the religious zeal of Secularists,
coupled with theofficial state support of
their taboo against any recognition of
God in public places, indicates that our
state education system violates the First
Amendment to the Constitution.

Secularist establishment

Notonly doesthe“closed-circuit” state
education system abridge the rights of
citizens to freely express their religious
beliefs. values and knowledge; it also
violates the Establishment Clause by
maintaining Secularism as the official.
accepted religion.

If a student body econsistsof Catholics.
Jews, Protestants, Moslems, Mormons
and Secularists, the exclusive recognition
five davs a week of one faith would
certainly not constitutea fair division of
public access. Yet that is precisely what
Secularism is achieving!

The Secular religion hasachieved this
by denying its own religious nature
while working diligently to establish a
public disavowal of God.

Rehearing inaborfion fee case

California’s Fourth District Court of
Appeal has ordered a rehearing of the
Erzinger case. in which the Catholic
League is representing 57 students who
object. on religious and conscientious
grounds, tothe University of California's
mandatory abortion funding policy.

The Court of Appeal granted the
League's motion for a rehearing shortly
after it ruled in September that the
university did not violate the First
Amendment rights of students who
oppose aburtion by using fees collected
from them to provide abortions as part
of the student health service program.

Presiding Justice Gerald Brown, writ-
ing for a unanimous appellate panel,
said the university had not “unreasonably
interfered with the students’ practice of
religion.” since the students were not
forced “to use the student health service
programs, receive pregnancy counseling,
have abortions, perform abortions, or
endorse abortions.”

Court insensitive

Burton Shamsky, local attorney for
the students, said the decision exemplified
the “insensitivity of the university and
the court” to the way his clients feel
about abortion. “We're notalking about
football here.” he said. “but about some-
thing central to the Judeo-Christian ethic

that human life is sacred and no person
has the right to decide whether another
should live or die.”

Shamsky said the case should have
heen decided in accordance with the
U.S. Supreme Court’s 1977 Abood decis-
ion, in which the Court held that union
members could withhold the part of
their union dues used to promote political
causes they did not support. He also
cited a federal law which prohibits an
entity receiving public health funds from
denying admission to anvone for his
“reluctance to in any way participate in
the performanceof abortions,” if to do so

is contrary to his religious or moral
beliefs.

‘Clear Winner

League General Counsel Patrick Mon-
aghan commended Shamsky and Robert
Destro. Monaghan's predecessor as gener-
al counsel, for their excellent work in a
case that, “on its face, should be a clear
winner.”

Unfortunately, said Monaghan, the
courts thus far have seemed unwilling
or unable to grapple with the serious
constitutional issues at stake in the case.
“Now that there will be a rehearing.” he
said, "perhaps the claimsof the students
will at last get the consideration they
deserve.”

















