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THE POLITICIZATION OF THE CHURCH
IN AMERICA

THE UNITED STATES CATHOLIC CONFERENCE (USCC) the political arm of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops (NCCB): (wscc 1983 budget: $22,600,000

a) is a political entity, a social agency, purely secular, incorporated under U.S. law in 1967;
b) has no canonical jurisdiction over Catholics;
is totally independent of Rome;

c)

d) yet prepares plans for social, political and economic propaganda, policy statements, and
Congressional testimony FOR THE BISHOPS and was the CHIEF ARCHITECT OF THE
PASTORAL ON WAR AND PEACE.

Its politicization is obvious in its workings which include:

frequent depositions before Congressional committees,’

lobbying,?

letters to political figures urging specific economic, social and political steps,?

frequent policy statements advocating specific political, social and economic changes,*
use of church structures and funds to urge such changes,s

concrete plans for indoctrination of students, priests and laity on subject of PACIFISM#®

and

e SELECTION OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM AS THE SUBJECT OF THE NEXT PASTORAL
LETTER, CANNILY RENAMED “CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING and THE AMERICAN
ECONOMY.”

That the bishops have addressed mainly liberal issues can be explained largely by the political
bias of the staff of the Department of Social Development and World Peace.” ... “which prepares
most of the bishops” statements on political issues...” This USCC staff ““does not include
representatives of traditional conservative or even neo-conservative viewpoints.”’

The Pursuit of a Just Social Order by ]. Brian Benestad

134 'Quest for Justice: A Compendium of the Statements of the U.S. Bishops on the Political and Social Order” edited by Benestad and Butler and
“The Pursuit of a just Social Order” by . B. Benestad.
USCC's Spring, Summer Book fiyer lists many bishops' statements from handguns ta strip mining.
2JSCC’s enthusiastic acknewledgment by phone.
se.g. last section of USCC's “'Reform of Correctional Institutions in the 1970s" also “Bishops’ Education for Justice,” section 1.
BLUSCC's I/PEC's flyer offers seminars for teachers, etc., on *'The Infusion Technique...fer integrating Justice/Peace concepts...into the existing curriculum.”
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THERE IS SOMETHING YOU CAN DO
ABOUT ALL THIS

We invite your cooperation with a new group of many, well-
established, independent organizations, publications and
individuals.

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC COALITION

united by:
* our Roman Catholic Faith
® loyalty to the authentic teachings of the Magisterium
& allegiance to the Holy Father

Our Goals:

s to fight against politicization and Americanization of
the church;

* to prevent the domination of pacifism in the teaching
of the Pastoral on War and Peace;

® to prepare for the next pastoral on the Bishops’
agenda: Capitalism;

# to publicize as widely as possible the Pope’s teachings
especially on family life (Familiaris Consortio);

& (o disseminate information on how our donations to the
Church and Church-related organizations are spent and
to warn against abuses of such controversial projects as
Campaign for Human Development and Renew,

YOUR DONATION TO NCC WILL HELP US

¢ TO FULFILL the above mentioned goals

® To keep you informed so your charitable donations will
not undermine your ability to give

Send your tax deductible donations to:

NATIONAL CATHOLIC COALITION

P.O. Box 11251
St, Louis, Missouri 63105

Name

Address

City State Zip . _




TREND TOWARD THE AMERICANIZATION OF THE CHURCH
AS DISTINCT FROM THE ONE UNIVERSAL CHURCH OF ROME

A major trend in this country is toward an American Church, that is a Church separate and
independent from Rome,” and ““The locus of this trend is not in the laity but in the church leaders.”’
Father K. Baker, S.). of Homiletic and Pastoral Review

’

ALIENATION FROM ROME

The flourishing of Secular Humanism, Liberation Theology, Process Theology, Situation Ethics,
near-pornographic sex education, in spite of Papal warnings.;

The sad state of catechesis; the need for reform of seminaries and convents;

Rejection of Humanae Vitae by many clergy; sluggishness or refusal to carry out directives from
Rome regarding the liturgy, general absolution, etc.;'

The delegation of pastoral duties to a group of men and women (USCC), having no official
status in the church, no responsibility to Rome;

The neglect of too many Bishops to guard the Faith as handed down from the Apostles and
their protection of dissenters from authentic Catholic doctrine;2

INDIFFERENCE TO REPEATED PAPAL DIRECTIVES TO PURSUE THEIR RIGHTFUL DUTIES
AND TO STAY OUT OF POLITICS.

ALIENATION FROM FAITHFUL AMERICAN BISHOPS

Total disregard by USCC of opinions of pro-Papal Bishops (and clergy)
Connivance of an “intellectual elite” among other Bishops, theologians and clergy to
disseminate their own opinions on matters of faith as well as on political and economic matters.

ALIENATION FROM BISHOPS OF OTHER COUNTRIES

Bishops from other countries are disregarda--
Cardinal Bernadin stated at a Vatican pres. ... .ference that any opposition expressed by
European Bishops ‘‘won’t significantly affect American Bishops.”

The National Conference of Catholic Bishops openly disagreed with the Bishop from El

Salvador when the latter came to testify as *~ ~~=ditions in his own country. This was noted
by the Washington Post and described as lifying.”
ARE WE TO HAVE | GRAPHIC MORALITY?

'Overwhelming documentation in “The Dissenting Church’ by James H
2'The Crisis of Authority - John Paul Il and the American Bishops” by M: A. Kelly.
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CATHOLIC LAITY SEEK INDEPENDENT VOICE IN POST-CONCILIAR
CHURCH WITH THE PUBLICATION OF A NEW JOURNAL CATHOLICISM IN
CRISIS.

Alice Osberger

The first issue, published last week, and now in the
mail, sharply criticizes the increasing excesses of clerical
authority in the Church since the end of Vatican II.

"CATHOLICISM IN CRISIS was founded with long ranc
goals," says editor and publisher Ralph McInerny, "but t!
appearance of our first issue at the time of a meeting or
the Catholic bishops of the U.S. seems more than fortuitous.
Call it providential. We aspire to be a voice for laymen
who 1in another time would have described themselves as
Liberals. Labels come and go, however, and our chief aim
now is to bring to the attention of our bishops the views of
Catholic lay intellectuals.”

As post-Conciliar Catholics, the founders c¢f CATHOL~
ICISM IN CRISIS are loval sons and daughters of the Church,
responsive to the lead of the hierarchy, concerned lest the
bishoos be captured by those who foster a new clericalism, a
svstematic anti-Americanism and obedience to the winds of
fashion.

In another generation,
for the Catholic

the Spanish War posed a crisis
laity because of the tendency of some
bishops to see Franco as the champion of the Church.
Jacques Maritain spoke out against this. COMMONWEAL was
founded in large part because of this crisis. Todav it 1is
likewise important that the Catholic Church not be identi-
fied with causes which are actually inimical to her well-
being and indeed survival.

Contributors include former writers and editors in
liberal Catholic publications, such as CCHMMONWEAL, THE
NMATIONAL CATHOLIC REPCRTER, and AMERICA. But the new

publication will be non-partisan and inclusive.

COPIES OF THE FIRST ISSUE OF CATHOLICISM IN CRISIS WILL BE
AVAILABLE AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE.






