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Agssistant to the President

Room 175 014 Executive Office Building
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Lyn:

Thanks again for taking time out of your busy schedule to
meet with me, especially, for your offer of support to
help us find a resolution to the concerns I expressed,

Per your suggestion, please find enclosed a copy of a
letter to the President on behalf of the Project Prayer
coalition, an accompanying note from Rep. Bob Michael and
a rough-draft response for the President. I have also
enclosed a list of the members and participating groups
with Project Prayer.

I'm certain you will want to rewrite the rough-draft
response from the President., I should point out, however,
that we consider the statements in the last sentence of
the third and fifth paragraphs to be the most important.
I've also left you the option of having the President's
response addressed to either myself or Bob Michael, or it

could be sent to both of us (perhaps the l@tter could be
the best alternative).

In order to gain the maximum impact possible from the

President's response, we would like to distribute it to
the media, mention it in our newsletters, forward it to
members of Congress, etc. I hope there will not be any
problem utilizing the President's letter in this manner.

Citzens For Decancy Thiowgh Loy jougly a letter from the President which we cannnot
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publicly disclose would not be very useful in helping us
alleviate our concerns. Please let me know if you feel
that there should be any limits on the use of the Presi-
dent's response.

Lyn, I can't thank you enough for your sympathetic ear and
willingness to assist us in finding a resolution to our
concerns on this issue. Anything you can possibly do to

help us on this important matter would be deeply appreci-
ated.

Thanks again for all your help! Ard pleas» don't hesitate

to call on us if there is anything we can do to be of
service.

Wishing you the best of luck in all your endeavors, I
remain

GLJ/Ff
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President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
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On behalf of the members of Project Prayer, I wish to

extend our sincere gratitude for your often repeated
support for the need to restore voluntary prayer in
our Nation's public schools. We were especially
delighted when you reaffirmed your support for this
activity at the recent Conservative Political Action
Conference. 1In regard to this pro-prayer effort, we
feel that it is extremely important to inform you of
gome activities and concerns that have developed over

this issue,.

Project Prayer is an ad-hoc coalition of over forty-five
national organizations and leaders which have banded
together to lobby for the passage of the pro-prayer
legislation introduced by Senator Jesse Helms (S5.481)

and Representative Philip Crane (H.R.2347).

Called

Project Prayer, this coalition considers the passage
of the Helms-Crane legislation an extremely important
priortity for the 97th Congress. S.481 and H.R.2347

(identical bills) would allow Congress,

as provided

under Article 111, Section 2 of the Constitution, to
remove from federal courts jurisdiction in cases involving
voluntary prayer in public schools and leave such a
decision to state and local governments as our founding
fatherc intended (please refer to enclosed material).

We came very close to final passage of the Helms-Crane
bill in the 96th Congress. The Senate adopted the Helm:
bill as an amendment to the Supreme Court Jurisdiction
Act, S.450, in April, 1979. Due to the opposition of
anti-school prayer Democrats controlling the House
Judiciary Committee and Subcommittee with jurisdiction
over this legislation, we were forced to go the discharge
petition route. Rep. Phil Crane introduced Discharge
Petition #7 on S.450 and by the close of the 96th Congress
it had collected the signatures of 193 Representatives -~

only 25 short of a successful majority.




Page 2

Based on our near total success in the last Conqgress
and with a substantially laryger number of conservative
Congressmen in the 87th, we firmly believe that the
Helms-Crane legislation has an excellent chance of
success. However, any opportunity of achieving a
victory on this issue depends substantially on the
continued support of your Administration.

In this regard we have, justifiably, become quite
concerned over Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker's
comments (and your subsequent endorsement of his
statement) that all "social issue" legislation should
be postponed for consideration until 1982. We fully
appreciate the Senate Majority Leader's position in
light of the fact that he is burdended with an enormous
responsibllity to concentrate his attention on passage
of your Administration's budget and tax-cut proposals.
Certainly we cannot, and do not, disagree whatsoecver
with Senator Baker's and your concern with this issue
being conaidered the top priority of this Administration.

We are deeply concerned, however, that social issue
legislation such' as school prayer, not be neglected nor
locked into an arbitrary timetable for consideration by
the 97th Congress. We believe this would be a strategic
error for several reasons:

First, postponing consideration of social issue legis-
lation until 1982 would not allow the time required to
surcessfully adopt a pro-school prayer bill. Sheould

we be forced to go the discharge petition route again,
which appears most likely, we will need an enormous
amount of time to pursue this difficult parliamentary
strategy successfully, It took us almost 12 months to
obtain 193 signatures in the last Congress on the Crane
discharge petition. We will need at least that same
amount of time or more in this Congress. Given that
1982 will be a short session due to elections, we believe
it is imperative that the Senate adopt the Helms bill
this year in order to provide us the requisite amount
of time needed to successfully pursue passage in the
House where we anticipate substantial opposition.

Second, we understand that the Senate Subcommittee on
the Constitution and Subcommittee on the Separation

of Powers both intend to hold hearings relevant to
thiz school praver legislation in May ard June respec-
tively. These hearings should help to generate the
necessary momentum to pass the Helms bill this year

ir the Senate. [lowever, this may not happen should
the Senate Majority Leader and the White House urge
postponement of this issue until 1982,
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Third, we believe it is unwise strateqy to lock social
isgues Into a rigid timetable tor consideration. 7o
avoid consideration of these issues until the Spring of
1982 will simply play into the hands of our opposition.
Should we broadcast our battle plans in advance, the
opposition will obviously husband its resources and
energy to concentrate on fighting our efforts at that
particular time. 1n the meantime, our opponents can !ocus
their efforts on fighting your economic package comtorted
by the knowledge that their "social issue” flank is
protected until next year.

Fourth, there have been a number of indications that

the oppostion will attempt to usurp the social issue
leadership role from us and undermine our initiatives.
Senate Minority Leader Robert Byrd has already made a
statement to such effort. We also know that Rep. Robert
Kastenmeier, Chairman of the House Judiciary Subcommittec
considering the Helms-Crane bill, intends to hold hearinga
on the school prayer issue in late May. Kastenmeier has
gone on record as being totally opposed to H.R.2347 and,
we suspect, may try to report out a meaningless "pro-prayer"
resolution which would have nc effect on correcting this
problem. The bottom line is that we absolutely cannot
afford to patiently sit back and wait while our opporents
actively try to outmaneuver us this year! T

Fifth, we do rnot believe postponement of soncial iscue
legislation until next year will provide us a bhetter
opportunity for its success. We have no reason tu bolieve
that the Congressional battle over next year's budget cuts
will be any less fierce than it is at the present. Consi-
dering the fact you will be secking even deeper budget cuts
next year than now, we can realistically anticipate jucst
as difficult a struggle on Capitol Hill no less ferocious
than the one being currently waged. Therefore, we do not
see how any pelitical advantage 1s gained by unnecessarily
waiting until 1982 to pursue our goals.

Finally, we are certain you will aqgree with us on the
importance of these social issues to our country and the
need to achieve at least one victory for those who rallied
to your election banner 1in the hope that this Administration
could reverse the tide of immorality that has enguifed our
nation. Unfortunately, we have received many phone calls
and letters from our members expressing concern with vour
statement supperting Senator Baker's position. We have done
our best to reassure them that you are still firmly in sup-
port of voluntary prayer in public schools and will continue
to be a major leader on this important issue. Your commit-
ment to school prayer is unquestioned in our opinion.
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Our major concern 13 that this Administrotion not nnwL b bingly
Jeopardize the success of aur school prayer eftfort due to

an ill advised strategy or preoccupation with other lmportant
issues. We see no conflict in pursuing both the economic

and social issue objectives simultanecusly. Conyress
routinely considers a wide rtange of issues concurrently.

It is quite clear our supporters and opponents in the House
and Senate intend to pursue social issue legislation regard-
less of the outcome of the budget, tax-cuts, etc., What we
need most urgently are statements from the White House
endorsing the pro-school prayer strategy that Project Prayer
is pursuing in Congress. ST

Perhaps what is most needed at this juncture is a clocer
dialogue between the White House and the Project Prayer
coalition efforts as the school prayer legislation is
considered by Congress., The support from vour Administration
will be a crucial factor in the outcome of the schonl prayer
legislatjon. Most importantly, we would deeply appreciate
receiving your opinion on the issues and concerias we have
brought to your attention.

Thank you very much for your thoughtful consideration of the
above concerns., Please don't hesitate to call on us if we
can be of any assistance on this important issue. We stand
ready to help whenever possible,

Praying that our Lord will continue tou bless you with
strength, wisdom and courage as you quide our nation, I
remain

Faithfully,

GARY L. JARMIN
GLJ/3f Legislative Director

cc: Rep. Robert Michael
Rep. Trent Lott
Sen. Howard Baker
Sen. Ted Stevens
Sen. Paul Laxalt






concentrate on the discharge petition iotioduced by Rep. Phyl Croan on
May 13th. We will also be coordinating effoirts to place T, cpoto,
newspaper ads and mail legislative alett« o constituents in the dict,jcr

of wavering Congressmen." Jarmin said.

"With announcement of this unprecedented coalition we al o add an impor-

tant warning: Project Prayer consicdein the Helms-Crane bill the only

vehicle for the success of restoring voluntary school prayer short of a

Constitutional Amendment. We will not accept any other alterna<iv.." he

S

concluded.

Members of the Project Prayer coalition are listed below in alphabotica
Froject rrayer £

d‘i
order:

Act Ministries 1Inc.

American Christian Cause

Americans for Family and Freedom

~mericans For God

American Gold Star Morthers, Inc.

American Life Lobby

Rev. Claud Logan Asbury

Dr. Ben Armstrong

Rev,. Raymond W. Barber

Mr. George Benson, Director of American Heritage Center*
Pastor Fletcher Brothers

Mrs. Hill McAllister Burch

Catholics for Christian Political Action

The Christian Inquirer

Christian Service Corp.

Christian Voice

Christian Voice Moral Government

Conservative Caucus

Conservative Victory Fund

Mr. Richard Ford

Enterprise Consultants

Faith Foundation

I'aith Ministries

Family and Freedom Foundation

Family Life Seminars

Peter Gemma Jr., Director of National Pro-Life PAC*
General Federation of Womens Club

Vernie R. Glasson, Director of American Farm Rureau Federation*
Mr. Richard Headrick

Robert Heckman, Director of Young Americans for Freedom*
Morton A. Hill, SJ, Director of Morality in Media*
Iowa Conservative Union

George B. Jones, CPA

Kentucky Herritage Foundation

Kim Ministries '

Leadership Action

Rev. Tim lLaHaye

Life Amendment PAC

Rev., Ron Marr

Maryland Federation of Catholic Laity

Maryland Interfaith Community to Restore Optional School Pray.
Mid Americas PAC

Mr. William Murray

National Alliance of Senior Citizens, Inc.

National Back To God

National Christian Action Coalition

National Conference of American Lthnic Groups Inc.

Dr. William Powell

The Right Women

Louise Ropog

Mr. Howard Phillips

Frotect America's Children

Ron Robinson, Director of Young America's Foundation®
Kathy Teague, Director of American Legislative Lxchange Council™>
Trinity Communicators

John C. Webb, Director of Americans for God*

Southern Baptist Journal

Mr. John R. Bruehl

Mr. Ed Rowe

*rganization Listed For tdentification Purpoues Only.
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March 4, 1982

Mr. Morton Blackwell
Office of Public Liason
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Morton:

Thank you for sending me a copy of your cor-
respondence of February 25 to Stephen Keefe and
for bringing this matter to my attention at the
CPAC meeting.

I discussed this incident at CPAC with Steve
and reprimanded him very strongly for his behavior,
I also explained to him that he should be grate-
ful for whatever assistance you afforded him; es-
pecially because job placement does not fall under
your purview of responsibilities.

Steve seemed to be genuinely apologetic and
regretful for his lack of self-control. I sug-
gested that he express those feelings to you in
writing. If he does not, I will politely ask him
to no longer use me as a reference. Please keep
me advised.

Finally, I'm in total agreement with your
opinion and manner of handling this unfortunate
episode. Hopefully, your letter to Steve "may do
some good" as you suggested. Let us hope.

Best wishes,

GLJ/mh
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April 21,

Ronald Wilson Reagan

President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
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We are extremely grateful for your often repeated
support for the need to restore voluntary prayer in

our Nation's public schools.

We were especially

delighted when you reaffirmed your support for this
activity at the recent Conservative Political Action
Conference. 1In regard to this pro-prayer effort, we
feel that it is extremely important to inform you of
some activities and concerns that have developed

over this issue.

Recently, Christians Voice and over forty-five

national organizations have banded together to establish
an ad-hoc coalition to lobby for the passage of the
pro-prayer legislation introduced by Senator Jesse

Helms (S. 481) and Representative Philip Crane

2347).

(H.R.

Called Project Prayer, this coalition considers

the passage of the Helms-Crane legislation an extremely

important priority for the 97th Congress.

$.481 and

H.R. 2347 (identical bills) would allow Congress, as
provided under Article III, Section 2
tion, to remove from federal courts jurisdiction in
cases involving voluntary prayer in public schools

and leave such a decision to state and local governments
as our founding fathers intended (please refer to

enclosed material).

of the Constitu-

We came very close to final passage of the Helms-

Crane bill in the 96th Congress. The Senate adopted
the Helms bill as an amendment to the Supreme Court
Jurisdiction Act, S. 450, in April, 1979. Due to

the opposition of anti-school prayer Democrats controlling

the House Judiciary Committee and Subcommittee with
jurisdiction over this legislation, we were forced
to go the discharge petition route. Rep. Phil Crane
introduced Discharge Petition #7 on S.450 and by the
close of the 96th Congress it had collected the
signatures of 193 Representatives -- only 25 short
of a successful majority.

Gy




Based on our near total success in the last Congress
and with a substantially larger number of conservative
Congressmen in the 97th, we firmly believe that the
Helms-Crane legislation has an excellent chance of
success. However, any opportunity of achieving a
victory on this issue depends substantially on the
continued support of your Administration.

In this regard we have, justifiably, become gquite
concerned over Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker's
comments (and your subsequent endorsement of his
statement) that all "social issue" legislation should
be postponed for consideration until 1982. We fully
appreciate the Senate Majority Leader's position in
light of the fact that he is burdened with an enourmous
responsibility to concentrate his attention on passage
of your Administrations budget and tax-cut proposals.
We at Christian Voice are also deeply concerned

about .and supportive of your economic "package". In
fact, our organization has launched a massive nation-
wide campaign/mailing effort to urge Americans to
pressure their Congressman to support your budget
proposals. Certainly we cannot, and do not, disagree
whatsoever with Senator Baker's and your concern

with this issue being considered the top priority of
this Administration.

We are deeply concerned, however, that social issue
legislation, such as school prayer, not be neglected

nor locked into an arbitrary timetable for consideration
by the 97th Congress. This would be a strategic

error for several reasons:

First, postponing consideration of social issue
legislation until 1982 would not allow the time
required to successfully adopt a pro-school prayer
bill. Should we be forced to go the discharge petition
route again, which appears most likely, we will need
an enormous amount of time to pursue this difficult
parliamentary strategy successfully. It took us
almost 12 months to obtain 193 signatures in the

last Congress on the Crane discharge petition. We
will need at least that same amount of time or more
in this Congress. Given that 1982 will be a short
session due to elections, we believe it is imperative
that the Senate adopt the Helms bill this year in
order to provide uUS the requisite amount of time
needed to successfully pursue passage in the House
where opposition in certain to be fierce.

(2)



Second, we understand that the Senate Subcommittee

on the Constitution and the Subcommittee on the
Separation of Powers both intend to hold hearings on
this school prayer legislation in May and June respec-
tively. These hearings should help to generate the
necessary momentum to pass the Helms bill this year

in the Senate. However, this may not happen should
the Senate Majority Leader and the White House urge
postponement of this issue until 1982.

Third, we believe it is unwise strategy to lock

social issues into a rigid timetable for consideration,
To avoid consideration of these issues until the
Spring of 1982 will simply play into the hands of

our opposition, Should we broadcast our battle

plans in advance, the opposition will obviously
husband its resources and energy to concentrate on
fighting our efforts at that particular time. In

the meantime, our opponent can focus their efforts

on fighting your economic package comforted by the
knowledge that their "social issue" flank is protected
until next year.

Fourth, there have been a number of indications that
the opposition will attempt to usurp the social
issue leadership role from us and undermine our
initiatives. Senate Minority Leader Robert Byrd has
already made a statement to such effort. We also
know that Rep. Robert Kastenmeier, Chairman of the
House Judiciary Subcommittee considering the Helms-
Crane bill, intends to hold hearings on the school
prayer issue in late May. Kastenmeier has gone on
record as being totally opposed to H.R. 2347 and, we
suspect, may try to report out a meaningless "pro-
prayer" resolution which would have no effect on
correcting this problem. We also understand that
the ranking Republican on Kastenmeier's subcommittee,
Rep. Tom Railsback, has introduced a resolution, H.
Con. Res. 17,which essentially supports Kastenmeier's
strategy. We strongly oppose H. Con. Res. 17. 1It's
purpose is simply to undermine the Helms-Crane bill.
The bottom line is that we absolutely cannot afford
to patiently sit back and wait while our opponents
actively try to outmaneuver us this year!

Fifth, we do not believe postponement of social
issue legislation until next year will provide us a
better opportunity for its success. We have no
reason to believe that the Congressional battle over



next year's budget cuts will be any less fierce than
it is at the present. Considering the fact you will
be seeking even deeper budget cuts next year than

now, we can realistically anticipate just as difficult
a struggle on Capitel Hill no less ferocious than

the one being currently waged. Therefore, we do not
see how any political advantage is gained by unneces-
sarily waiting until 1982 to pursue our goals.

Finally, we are certain you will agree with us on

the importance of these social issues to our country
and the need to achieve at least one victory for
those who rallied to your election banner in the

hope that this Administration could reverse the tide
of immorality that has engulfed our nation. Unfortu-
nately, we have received many phone calls and letters
from our members who supported you in 1980 expressing
concern with your statement supporting Senator Baker's
position. We have done our best to reassure them
that you are still firmly in support of our issues
and will continue to be a major leader on behalf of
school prayer. Your commitment to school prayer is
unguestioned in our opinion.

Our major concern is that this Administration not
unwittingly jeopardize the success of our school
prayer effort due to an ill advised strategy or
preoccupation with other important issues. We see

no conflict in pursuing both the economic and social
issue objectives simultaneously.Congress routinely
considers a wide range of issues concurrently. Lt is
quite clear our supporters and opponents in the

House and Senate intend to pursue social issue legis-
lation regardless of the outcome of the budget, tax-
cuts, etc. What we need most urgently are statements
from the White House endorsing the pro-school prayer
strategy which will enhance instead of impeding our
efforts,

Perhaps what is most needed at this juncture is a
closer dialogue between the White House and the
Project Prayer coalition effort as the school prayer
legislation is considered by Congress. The support
from your Administration will be a crucial factor in
the outcome of the school prayer legislation. Only
by maintaining close communication can we avoid
unnecessary misunderstandings and develop a truly
successful strategy in pursuit of a victory on this
important issue.

(4)



We thank you very much for your thoughtful consideration
of the above concerns. Please don't hesitate to call

on us if we can be of any assistance on this or any other
issue. We stanc ready to help whenever possible.

Praying that our Lord will continue to bless you with

strength, wisdom and courage as you guide our nation,
I remain

GARY L. JARMIN
Legislative Director

GLJ/3f

Senator BEoward Baker
EG Meese
Elizabeth Dole
Lyn Noiziger
Herb Ellingwood
Max Freiderscorf
Tad Qlsenr
ton Blackwell
pi1l Gribbob

(5)
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of religion shoulddnot be suspel::ed whl;; mc: mendmnt; l-!zx:ll not apply wm;
they are in attendance. The guage any case which, on such dste o
the first amendment assumes that this m';." pending in any court of the
basic freedom should be in force at all
times and {n all places.- ‘
Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the “Voluntary
8chool Prayer Act of 1981" be printed in
the Rzconro at this point.
There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed {n the Rzcowrp, as
follows:
14 8. 431
Be {t enacted by the Senate and Houss
o} Representatives of the United Stales of
America in Congress assemdled, That this
Act may be cited as the “Voluntary School
Prayeor Act of 1981°",
8xc. 3. Chapter 81 of titie 28, United States
Code, 1s amended by adding at the end there-
of the following new section:

“§ 1359. Appellats jurisdiction; limitations

“(a) Notwithstanding the provision of sec-
tions 1283, 1284, and 1257 of this chapter the
Supreme Court shall not have jurisdiction
to review, by sppeal, writ of certiorari, or
otherwise, any case arising out of any State
statuts, ordinance, rule, regulation, or any
part thereof, or arising out of any act inter-
preting, applying, or enforcing a State
statute, ordinanoce, rule, or regulation, which
rolates to voluntary prayers in public schools
and publie buildings.

“For the purposes of this section, the term
‘voluntary prayer’ shall not include any
prayer composed by an official or employes
of & State or local government agency.”.

(b) The eection analysis at the beginning
of chapter 81 of such title 38 s arended by
adding st the end thereof the following new
1tam:

“1250. Appeliats jurisdiction; limitations.”

Bzc. 3. (a) Chapter 83 of title 28, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
thereof the following new section:

“§ 1364. Limitations on jurisdiction

“Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the district courts shall not have ju-
risdiction of any cass or Question which the
8upreme Court doss not have furisdiction to
reviow under section 1280 of this title.”.

(D) The section analysis a$ the beginning
of the chapter 85 of such title 28 is amended
Dy adding as the end thersof the following
new item:

“1364. Limitstions on jurisdiction.”.

8zc. 4. The amendments made by sectiors
11 and 12 of this Act shall take effect on the
dats of the enactment of this Act, except



..‘Bob Michel ,
Social Issues Won’t Go Away

. AnycmfmmmwbohasbeeninWashington : . tion. When I hear this said, I often think of the
‘m v —mo f';ﬁe:if;”he”{,: o ene House Republicon Leader Michel argues that, despite its present fote ‘m‘d‘“‘aﬂfﬂ"h';: m&u‘:’m\%ﬂ:
all. But just when vou think there can be nothing  concentration on economic issues, Congress has an obligation to address the He might even have been called shrill st times.

new in politics, along come the social issues: abor- . . 7 . . R ’ But Powell’s eccentricities and faults did not in

tion. busing, quotas and school prayer. conlroversial social issues too—‘busing, abortion, quotas and school prayer. any way invaiidate the political, social and moral
These sociel questions have been temporarily . . correctness of the civil rights camse be often

sidelined by the urgency of economic matters. championed.

Some people sssume that the emphasis on the Contrary to the myth that social issues activists legislation dealing with the abortion issue It seems to me that those who supported civil

economy, and even foreign policy, is so strong are singie-minded fanstics, those who oppose has languished in House subcommittees for years rights even though they didn't like Powell’s ap-

todayv that socisl questions have been buried in 8  abortion-on-demand or who favor school prayer mmeﬂmmquitydmplydém'tmt proach should remember this when they use the

i

national graveyard for sticky issues, finally and  are, I have found, as deeply concerned as the rest 0 see the issue dealt with openly. You dont have  “shrilinees”™ charge as @ means of avoiding the re-
forever. of us over traditionsl political fssues such e the (o be a right-to-lifer to know this is precisely the sponsibility of taking up social issues on their
Not so. economy and national security. But they feel that kind of thing that bas led the public to bave such  merita. '
These issues are different in kind, not just in  Supreme Court decisions and bureaucratic sc- a low opinign of Congress. Even if you are in I agree with President Reagan's initial empha-

degree. from the usual issues that confront Con-  tions in areas of traditional values have robbed favor of every aspect of the 1973 Suprems Court  sis on trying to solve our economic problems. But
gress. Thev deal with basic values and therefore  them of their right to participste in shaping (not, decision, & sense of faimess and a commitment to [ also agree with him that those problems that di-
have the ability to inflame passions on all sides. a3 some say, “imposing™) policy in matters they the democratic process should suggest that those rectly affect the values of family, achool and com-
The social issues are not going to go away, and are convinced should be left in the hands of the who oppose the decision deserve a frir hearing in  munity are also major concerns and that we must
.. Congress is going to have to come to grips with people. And by no definition I am aware of can Congress. Perhaps the constitutional amend- not pretend they do not exist just because they
them. thoss concerned with social issues all be labeled ments should be examined; perhaps other meas- are difficult. There are, in short, two mistakes
Yet there are still thoss in Congress—in both “conservative Republican ™ The pro-life, anti- ures might be considered. But.one thing is cer- Congress can make concerning the social issues.
" parties—who refuse to adjust to the political real- busing and school prayer movements transcend tain: the issue can no longer be ignored. The first is to treat them as if nothing else mat-
" ities of the 1980s. Rather than discuss the facts of  party and ideciogical lines. Another wsed by thoss who dont want to  ters. The second is to treat them as if they don't
“ the social issues, they spend an enormous amount Those who buld strong views issues is to accuse sdherents of matteratall
* of time and energy trying to flee them. ! are not outside the traditionsl area of political these movements of being " and therefore
One wav of doing this is by pretending that concern They are not all j
erncern about abortion and <choo! prayer snd Majority™ members. Just because most of s in
" busing and quotas is simply a temporary and Congress do not relish dealing with questions of
rather distasteful political phenomenon. The so- abortion or school prayer doesn’t mean we can
cial issues are, we are told, “single issue™ ques- turn our backs on those who say these issues
tions and therefore somewhat disreputable. should be discussed and, yes, voted upon. Con-
Presidant Carter, in his farewell address, made gress wasn't crealed so that congressmen could
such a point. : handle oniy those jmsuss with which they feel
; dronically, this argument is often made by comfortable,
*| . __those who, only a few short years ago, were telling Let me give one ezample of what | mean. Eight
us that American involvement in the Vietnam years after the me Court decision on abor-
. -War was immoral and that no matter how one tion, thers are still miilians of Americans deeply
~"..mmight feel about other important issues, a wrong -~ concerned about abortion-on-demand. Yet pro-
attitude on this single issue deserved instant '
- political damnation. We can only smile indul-
.. - gently when we are told today by many of the
.... same pecple that a “single fssue” voter in mnme-
. bow irrespobsible.

-

4 The writer. a congressman from Minois.ifﬂt-
publican leader of the House of Representatives.
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Mr.

CSFC
721 snd St., NE
Washington, D.C.

Paul Weyrich
20002

Dear Paul:

prayerful desire for us to "shake
and to continue to move forward

as brothers united in the cause to which we are both deeply
dedicated. Whatever else I may say in this letter, I want
to assure you that the ultimate purpose of this missive is
to restore a harmonious and cooperative relationship. =~ .
Although we have had a few differences in the past, I want
to reassure you, Paul, that I greatly respect your political
expertise and many outstanding contributions to the movement.

It is my sincere and
the dust off our sandals”

Even among friends and allies differences will sometimes
arise. Unfortunately, the School Prayer Day Rally was one
of those occasions. And since certain accusations have been
leveled against me for my criticism of the rally, I feel
duty bound to set the record straight. The following will
be my last comment on this affair and, as far as I'm concerned,
a closed book which will remain forever behind us.

First, I should address the Washington Times quote printed
the Tuesday before the rally. My recollection is that the un-
attributed statement was made as a background comment. I was
also a little peeved when it showed up in print. I could have
easily lied that I did not make the comment, but once it was
out, I never denied being the source. While I regret that
the statement became public, I certainly do not apologize for
the sentiments I expressed.

I know that you became very angry when this quote appeared,
but I was also extremely angry. The Washington Times reporter
called me shortly after I had returned from the Senate foldow-
ing the first cloture vote. Unfortunately, I was the only
person in the movement to help Jesse Helms and do last minute
lobbying on the school prayer measure. By contrast, the
other side had a very strong force of 30 or 40 people present--
the ACLU, ABA, NEA, Common Cause, Mainline Church leaders,
et, al.-- who had us (rather me) completely outgunned. Yes,
Paul, I was angry, very angry.















Eal—adee AP LA Lol LR R ettt i A e e A e A S i et e et oo

PROJECT PRAYER—NEWS

418 C Street, N.E./Carriage House/Washington, D.C. 20002

TO: Project Prayer Members and Friends
FROM: Gary L. Jarmin, Project Director

This Legislative Alert comes to you as an update on the status and
progress of scheool prayer legislation in Congress. Time is running short
for this session and we urgently need to rally some strong show of support
for school prayer. To do this we need your support and that of your members.

The President's proposed Constitutional Amendment on School Prayer:s
S.J. Res. 199, is definitely moving in the Senate. The Senate Judicliary
Committee, chaired by Sen. Strom Thurmond, has just completed two days of

hearings on the school prayer amendment. Although the Judiciary Committe

k1Y

is favorable to the concept, at least one more day of hearings 1s tentatiyely

scheduled for September with mark-up and a committee vote to follow. Thu

L O
T~

chances are good that the School Prayer Amendment will come to a full
Senate vote in the fall-- no later than October 8th.

The best chance for pro-school prayer advocates to make an impact on
Congress this session is in the Senate on the Constitutional Amendment.,
But you must tell your members to write their Senators NOW urging them to
vote FOR the Constitutional Amendment on school prayer. NOW is the time
to make those key undecided Senators especially feel the pressure of their
constituents' views on this issue. It is absolutely imperative that we
get the 2/3 vote (67) in the Senate on the Constitutional Amendment if we
are tc have a good chance next year. We need to carry ﬁhe momentum on
to next year's session of Congress.

Please print this appeal in your newsletters and alerts for Septembef.
Polls have consistently shown that there is an overwhelming majority of
support for school praver (latest Gallup Poll reveals over 79% in favor).
Gbvigusly, the grassroots support is there, now we need to channel 1t in
the"most effective manner.

WRITE: Senator
U.S. Senate .
Washington, D.C. 20510

CALL: Capitol Switchboard Phone
(202)224-3121

INFORMATION ITEM:

On the agenda for September is a National School Prayer Day rally
scheduled for September 25. The rally will bear the theme "Let Freedom
Ring". President Reagan has been invited to be the keynote speaker at the¢
rally to be held on the steps of the Capitol. Sen. Jesse Helms, Sen.
Strom Thurmond, Sen. Orrin Hatch, Rep. Tom Kindness, Rep. Robin Beard and
Rep. Phil Crane will headline a cast of national religiocus leaders, sports
celebrities and Christian entertainers in a show of suuport for school
praver and religious freedeom. Please promote this rally in your newslett¢rs
and urge members and friends to attend if at all possible. Contact Sam

Walker (202/224-2766) or Sally Reed (202/546-3000) for more information.






