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July 7, 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
134 Old Executive Office Bldg. 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
418 C Street N.E., "Carriage House" 

Washington, D.C. 20002 
(202) 544-5202 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
P.O. Box 7061 

Paaadena, California 91109 
(213) 795-5412 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
P.O. Box 415 

Pacific Grove, California 93950 
(408) 375-4772 

Thanks again for taking 
meet with me recently. 
over for an interview. 

time out of your busy schedule to 
Also thanks for sending Dana Engleman 
He seems like a fine prospect. 

Enclosed are the materials on the Reagan letter which I 
briefly mentioned to you. I hand delivered all of these 
materials to Lyn Nofziger on April 30th, however, we have 
still had no response. My letter to Reagan, Bob Michael's 
cover letter and the rough-draft response statement from 
the President were all written at Lyn's suggestion. 

Ed Rollins and Herb Elingwood are also aware of this situ­
ation. Any help you can give in obtaining a statement from 
the President wouid be deeply appreciated. 

I believe that a statement from the President cautiously 
endorsing the New Right's social issue initiatives is badly 
needed. Many of our conservative Republican leaders on 
Capitol Hill are still unsure how far they should go in 
fighting for our objectives qntil they see some visible 
White House leadership. Some are withholding support for 
the Helms-Crane school prayer bill until they know what 
Reagan's stance of this legislation will be. 

In any case, you're the last person I need to explain the 
obvious importance and benefits a statement from the President 
would have on there issues. I've also kept Paul Wyreich 
full informed on the above and he has been very supportive 
of this attempt. Please don't hesitate to pass along any 
suggestions you might have on how we can wire a statement 
from the President. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the next PAC luncheon, I 
remain 

GLJ/jf 
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April 30, 1981 

' The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
The Preaident 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On Thursday, April 30 I was a guest at the "Sperling 
Breakfaat", a group of journaliats who meet periodically 
with elected and appointed officials for informal, but 
on-the-record diacua1ion1. 

At thi1 meetint I was asked many questions on many 
is1ue1. But I wa1 1111preased with the fact that these 
journali1t1 showad 1reat intereat in that collection of 
iasuee ranaing frca abortion to school prayer, usually 
referred to as "the aocial iasues". 

, ... 
1 bring thia to ·_your attention in light of the en­

closed letter addre11ed to you from the "Project Prayer" 
coalition', A copy :of ·'this letter has come to my attention 
and, in. light of the ·curiosity shown by journalists and my 
own intereat in th• 1ubject, I would very much appreciate 
being informed of your response to the concerns expressed 
by Project Prayer. A• Republican leader it is of utm~t 
importance !or me to be informed ·on your views on these 
impoitant matters. 

Looking forward to hearing from yp~ soon, I remain 

Sincereiy !) 

RHM:mbg 
Encloeure 

/ ~-~ 
'--«c>bert H. Michel 

Republican Leader 

---
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April 30, 1981 Vo1cc 
Mr. Lyn Nofziger 
Assistant to the Presid~nt 
Room 175 Old Executive Office Building 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Lyn: 
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l'O~I Jn . .,n 

Thanks again for taking time out of your busy schedule to 
meet with me, especially, for your offer of support to 
help us find a resolution to the concerns I expressed. 

Per your suggestion, please find enclosed a copy of a 
letter to the President on behalf of the Project Prayer 
coalition, an accompanying note from Rep. Bob Michael and 
a rough-draft response for the President. I have also 
enclosed a list of the members and participating groups 
with Projec:!_ Prayer. 

I'm certain you will want to rewrite the rough-draft 
response from the President. I should point out, however, 
that we consider the statements in the last sentence of 
the third and fifth paragraphs to be the most important. 
I've also left you the option of having the President's 
response addressed to either myself or Bob Michael, or it 
could be sent to both of us (perhaps the latter could be 
the best alternative). 

co10ne1 v eoner In order to gain the maximum impact possible from the 
Bu1in11,1m•n l i 
Ao,OtvodOuPtentt President's response, we wou d 1 ke to distribute it to 
A,f,n,Sler the media, mention it in our newsletters, forward it to 
~~~:;,';;;:;~

0
• 1,,'°n members of Congress, etc. I hope there will not be any 

fi1ymondG1uer,Eoq problem utilizing the President's letter in this manner. 
c,r,ans for Demer Thro.,gh L•"Obviously a letter from the President which we cannnot 
""" Jame, [ Johnton b 1 ' 1 d . 1 1 d t b f 1 ' h l ' lorm•1(/nQerS•c·,01tMN•vr pu lC y lSC ose wou no every use u 1n e ping us 
Ha1L,n011y alleviate our concerns. Please let me know if you feel 
A,,,~~, that there should be any limits on the use of the Presi-
Hr\o H<.rn Mar, 
Tnoc.:n .. .,,,n/f)Qv,f., dent's response. 
Ur1uao1m Generel H M Monroe 
u S Amly, Ret 

\\ i111n•n ,J M\Jrrly 

1 ..i,:,, f n"nctat,0,1 

._,.,, Sno,11 A OIMII 
l'lit,1,r "•Jation, 

!,.anc11• Ostby 
Ari•uren Ch111t,an Ce~ 

Jt>hn He1nholC 

U111ineum,n 

Jttrry Sr11w 
t:11us.1,,n S•n-1C'H, Inc 

J~"'" L ou11 ..., SheldOn 

H~JliY VallM 
l nto,ra,n•r 

He~ Don W1h:Smon 

Lyn, I can't thank you enough for your sympathetic ear and 
willingness to assist us in finding a resolution to our 
concerns on this issue. Anything you can possibly do to 
help us on this important matter would be deeply appreci­
ated. 

Thanks again for all your help! Ar.d pleas1 don't hesitate 
to call on us if there is anything we can do to be of 
service. 

Wishing you the best of luck in all your end~avors, I 
r.ot,onal fe<1or1t,on For Decency remain 
R1ct1ard Wright 
Uus1neum1n 

L H..ilSLA T IVE 0lfif.CTOR 
".:iti:tr Ja,mm 

GLJ/j f Cordi~ .l~ · 
GARY t~~ ~/4f;e:~-
Project Prayer 
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April 28, 1981 

Ronald Wilson Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Deer Mr. President: 

, 1.u ,~, A rivt •)lt,ci 
~ 11 C 3 1, •• 1 , ,. I C lll •-t(J4> H t111 'l-f' 

W •~ h •l11Jtrln [) (, ,'()( '( 1) 

I /11'1 ', 44 6,li.' 

ro ~fl• 10,,1 
l'•t•cS.n• C e 1tfqn,11 1J I IW 

(2t.lJ I~ ~• •l 
AOM INI!, T RATIVl O H ,e r 

P1c1f1c.. c., o ..... . C111torn,a t, :,9•,.> 
(40lli 37~ 4 1/l 

On behalf of the members of Pro~ct Prater, I wish to 
extend our sincere gratitudetor your o ten repeated 
support for the need to restore voluntary prayer in 
our Nation's public schools. We were especially 
delighted when you reaffirmed your support for this 
activity at the recent Conservative Political Action 
Conference. In regard to this pro-prayer effort, we 
feel that it is extremely important to inform you of 
some activities and concerns that have developed over 
this issue. 

Pro ⇒ ect Prayer is an ad-hoc coalition of over forty-five 
national organizations and leaders which have banded 
together to lobby for the passage of the pro-prayer 
legislation introduced by Senator Jesse Helms (S.481) 
and Representative Philip Crane (H.R.2347). Called 
Project Prayer, this coalition considers the passage 
of the Helms-Crane legislation an extremely important 
priortity for the 97th Congress. S.481 and H.R.2347 
(identical bills) would allow Congress, as provided 
under Article III, Section 2 of the Constitution, to 
remove from federal courts jurisdiction in cases involving 
voluntary prayer in public schools and leave such a 
decision to state and local governments as our founding 
fathers intended (please refer to enclosed material). 

We came very close to final passage of the Helms-Crane 
bill in the 96th Congress. The Senate adopted the Helmr 
bill as an ~mendment to the Supreme Court Jurisdiction 
Act, S.450, in April, 1979. Due to the opposition of 
anti-school prayer Democrats controlling the House 
Judiciary Committee and Subcommittee with jurisdiction 
over this legislation, we were forced to go the discharge 
petition route. Rep. Phil Crane introduced Discharge 
Petition t7 on S.450 and by the close of the 96th Congress 
it hnd collected the signatures of 193 Representatives 
only 25 short of a successful majority. 
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Ba»ed on our near totul suc..-cl's'.; in the la'.; !. ConcJrei.;:; 
and with a substantially la[yer number of conservativ0 
Congressmen in the 97th, we firmly believe that the 
Helms-Crane legislation has an exce1lent chance of 
success. However, any opportunity of achieving a 
victory on this issue depends substantially on the 
continued support of your Administration. 

In this regard we have, justifiably, become quite 
concerned over Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker's 
comments (and your subsequent endorsement of his 
statement) that all "social issue" legislation should 
be postponed for consideration until 1982. We fully 
appreciate the Senate Majority Leader's position in 
light of the fact that he is burdended with an enormous 
responsibility to concentrate his attention on passage 
of your Administration's bud~et and tax-cut proposals. 
Certainly we cannot, and do not, disagree whatsoever 
with Senator Baker's and your concern with this issue 
being considered the top priority of this Administration. 

We are deeply concerned, however, that social issue 
legislation such · as school prayer, not be neglected nor 
locked into an arbitrary timetable for consideration by 
the 97th Congress. We believe this would be a strategic 
error for several reasons: 

First, postponing consideration of social issue legis­
lation until 1982 would not allow the time required to 
su~cessfully adopt a pro-school prayer bill. Should 
we be forced to go the discharge petition route again, 
which appears most likely, we will need an enormous 
amount of time to pursue this difficult p~rliamentary 
strategy successfully. It took us almost 12 months tu 
obtain 193 signatures in the last Congress on the Crane 
discharge petition. We will need at least that same 
amount of time or more in this Congress. Given that 
1982 will be a short session due to elections, we believe 
it is imperative that the Senate adopt the Helms bill 
this year in ordet to provide us the requisite amount 
oftime needed to successfully pursue passage in the 
House where we anticipate substantial opposition. 

Second, we understand that the Senate Subcommittee on 
the Constitution and Subcommittee on the Separation 
of Powers both intend to hold hearings relevant to 
this school prayer legislation in Mayard June respec­
tively. These hearings should help to generate the 
necessary momentum to pass the Helms bill this year 
ir. the Senate. However, this may not happen should 
the Senate Majority Leader and the White House urge 
postponement of this issue until 1982. 
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Third, we believe il is u11-.vi'.;,, ~;trateqy lo loci< soc1~il 
issuPs into a rigid Umetcil>I(• for corn;ider.:ition. To 
avoid consideration of Lhesr is~ues until the Spriny c>f 
1982 will simply play into the hLrnds of our oppo~;ition. 
Should we broadcast our battle plans in cJdvancc, Uw 
opposition will obviously husl1Jnd its rv~;ource.s .:incl 
energy to concentrate on fightinq our efforts at th.:1t. 
particular time. ln the mec:1·1time, our opponents can !oc :1:; 
their efforts on fighting your economic package comforted 
by the knowledge thut their ":.cH .. :ia 1 i~:;sue" fL:ink i~; 
protected until next ye.:ir. 

Fourth, there have been a number of indiccttion~, thcJt 
the op po s t ion w i 11 a t tempt to u s u r p th 1.: ~, o c i .:i 1 i s ~_; u e 
leadership role from us and undermine our initiatives. 
Senate Minority Leader Robert Byrd has alr1!ddy mude a 
statement to such effort. We also know that Rep. Robert 
Kastenmeier, Chairman of the !louse Judiciary Subcommi t te,· 
considering the Helms-Crane bill, intends to hold hearing~ 
on the school prayer issue in late May. Kastenmeier has 
gone on record as being totJlly opposed to H.R.2347 and, 
we suspect, may try to report out a meaningless "pro-prayer" 
resolution which would have no effect on correcting thi~.:; 
problem. The bottom line is that we absolutely c.:innot 
afford to patiently sit badz--and wa1t __ wilIT"'-·our-~o-1J.ec~i~ent ~~ 
acti ve_ly try to outman~uve~ ___ u_~---~_!1}_ij~~~ ~-

Fifth, we do not believe postponement of sncial i:s:·.tll~ 
legislation until next year will provide us a bet~er 
opportunity for its success. We have no reason t.u lH:l iev,_, 
that the Cong r e s s ion a 1 b a t t l e o v e r n ex t y c:n ' s bud q e t c u t ~; 
will be any less fierce thAn it is at the present. Consi­
dering the fact you will be seekin1 even deeper buclget cuts 
next year than now, we can realistically ,.rnticip ·1t(• jun. 
as difficult a struggle on Capitol Hill no less ferocious 
than the one being currently waged. TheretorP, w...: do not 
see how any political advantay0 is gained hy unnecessarily 
waiting tintil 1982 to pursue our goals. 

Finally, we are certain you wil 1 agree with :-1s on the 
importance of these social issues to our C<Juntry and thr; 
need to achieve at least one victort for those who rallied 
to your election banner inthc hope that this Administration 
could reverse the tide of immorality that ti2s enguifcd our 
nation. Unfortunately, we have received many phnne calls 
and letters from our members expressing concern with your 
statement supporting Senator BQker's position. We h.:.iv~ don~ 
our best to reassure them that you are still Jirmly in sup­
port of voluntary prayer in public schools Jnd will continue 
to be a major leader on this important issue. Your commit­
ment to school prayer is unquestioned in our opinion. 
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Our m,:1:ior con~crn is thc:it 1111: ; /\dmin1:;tr.Jt ion not 1111w~Lt.inq l y 
jeopcudize the succt•S;, of n11i :;chuol prayt· r (•lf<Jct ,/d,. tu 
an ill advised st1,3tegy ur µreoccupation 1~1th o:...ht•r impon . .:i:1t 

issues. We see no conflict in pursuing butll th,~ economic 
and social issue objective:; :;im11Jtaneously. Conqre'..;c. 
routinely considers a wior> cdnqe of issues concurrently. 
It is quite clear our supLJorler:, and opponent!:, in Uw Hou:·;e 
and Senate intend to pur5uc social issue legislation regard­
less of the outcome of the l>udc3ct I tc:1x--cl.lt s, etc. What we 
need most urgently are sLitements from the· White !louse 
endorsing the pro-school pruyer strategy that ~~£?J i:'~!- ~r:__~Y.'.:.~ 
is pursuing in Congress. 

Perhaps what is most needed at this juncture is a clo~er 
dialogue between the White House and the f~?j_ec~ ?.!.~~E 
coalition efforts as the school prayer leg1slat1on is 
considered by Congress. The support from your Administration 
will be a crucial factor in the outcome of the school prayer 
legislation. Most importantly, we would deeply appreciate 
receiving your opinion on the issues and concer.1s we have 
brought to your attention. 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful consideration of th~ 
above concerns. Please don't hesitate to call on us if we 
can be of any assistance on this important issue. We stand 
ready to help whenever possible. 

Praying that our Lord will continue to blE•ss you with 
strength, wisdom and courage ~s you guide our nation, I 
remain 

GLJ/j f 

cc: Rep. Robert Michael 
Rep. Trent Lott 
Sen. Howard Baker 
Sen. Ted Stevens 
Sen. Paul Laxalt 

Faithfully, 

GARY L. JARMIN 
Legislative Director 



PROJECT PRAYER-NEWS 
\ 418 C Street, N.E./Carria1e House/Washington, D.C. 20002 

I::==============================~---------======~~===-=- ~--=--=-===~ 
Hrlease: ti:uo Noon, May 20 
Contact: 202-546-797 7 

NATlONI\L COALITION FORMS TO PUSH SCHOOL PP.AYER LEGISL/\'l'ION -- MA,.I ORITY ----- -··- .... ·-- --- --- - ·- -----
ON SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE SUPPORT HELMS' SCHOOL PRAYER BIL L -· ---·· -- ---- --- - - .. .. -- ----· 

Today it was announced that over fifty-fiv0 national org~nizations and 

leaders have banded together in a coalition effort to lobby for the 

passage of legislation allowing for voluntary pray~r in public schools. 

Called Project Prayer, the coalition plans an all-out effort to puss the ' 

Helms-Crane school prayer bill in the 97th C'ong res!' whi.ch would limi.t 

the jurisdiction of federal courts, including the Supreme Court, in case s 

involving volunta ry prayer. The group also released the result s of a 

preliminary Senate poll which shows that a majority of the Judiciary Com­

mittee favors passage of the school prayer bill (S.481} introduced by 

J Senator Jesse Helms (R-NC). 

Gary L. Jarmin, Project Director and spokesman for the group , stat~d 

"The formation of this coalition marks an historic step in the struggle 

t~ restore voluntary prayer in public schools. Never before has the pro-

- ~~ E~hool prayer movement been as well organized nor as influential as it is 

today. Considering that we now have a Congress more favorably disposed 

toward social issue legislation and that the school pr ayer forces are 

bet ter organized than before,•Jarmin continued "we are extremely optimi­

stic about our chances for passage of the Helms-Crane bill in this 

Congress." 

Virtually identical legislation introduced by Helms and Crane came very 

close to success in the last Congress. The Helms bill was adopted by the 

Senate as an amendment in April, 1979, but became log-jammed in the House 

after the Crane Discharge Petition on thP. bill gathered the signatures of 

193 members - 25 short of the necessary majority. 

The results of a poll of Senate Judiciaty members conduct ed by Project 

Prayer indicates that the Helms bill will likely be consinered by the 

Senate in the near future. Asked wethe r or not they would vote in fa vor 

of the school prayer bill introduced by Senator Helms, ten of the eigh­

tet•n members of the Judiciary Commi ttee responded af firm atively. Only 

three Senators stated they were against and the remaining five s aid they 

w0rP undecided or had no response to the question. Se na tors listed as 

llc lng in favor or leaning in favor are: Byrd, H., East, DeConcini, Denton, 

Dol~, Grassley, Hatch, Heflin, Laxalt, and Thurmond. Those against are: 

Baucus, Kennedy and Metzenbaum. Senators who are undecided or gave no 

t~sponse are: Biden, Leahy, Mathi as, Specter and Simpson. 

... 

Jarmi n said he beli eves the ultimate passage of the Helms-Crane bill will 

"d0pend on the success of Discharge Petit ion t 3 introduced by RLp. Phil 

Crane in the House due to the opposition of key Democrats on the Hou sr­
Judiciar y Committee. Members of the coalition are already mailino 
m i J l i on s of l e t t c r s to u r g e pas sag r-- o f t It<, 11 " l m s-C r an c.• ti i l 1 and w i 11 

( mor c-} 

I 
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.concentrate on the djsch.::irge pc~t.it i(_)n i ,;t i <Hl11c1 •d !J'f H1•1,. P t11 I ( 'r;_,, , 0 n 

May 13th. We will t.1lr.o be coordinatinq 1:ffo: ts to p l.11: ;_• ·1 • . ·J •·r·nt' 

newspaper ads and mai.l legislati.vc aletl i, , ,1 r: . .inst~tL1'•nt.s irl , i1, : ·Ji: : t . ict. 

of wavering Congressmen." Jarmin r,aid. 

"With announcement of this unptcc<>d"n!cd c:na1 it ion wc, ai ;u ,111 cl an impor­

tant warning: fI._ojec~ Prayer consi.df'1 ~• the H·~lms-Crc1 n<• bil.l t l1 r• ~!:-~ 

vehicle for the success of restoring •1ol1intary ::.;d,nr1l prayr,r :1hort r;f a 

Constitutional Amendment. We will not i.:H'CF:pt ;iny otlwr altPrnr1':i'l •:: ;" hr· 

concluded. 

Me rn be r s of the P r o i <" c t Pr aye r_ co a 1 j t i ( 1 n , 1 r .-, l i s t. c d bf• l u w rn a l p h a L, ~ t i c ci 1 

order: 

Act Ministries Inc. 
American Christian Cause 
Americans for Family and Freedom 
Americans For God 
American Gold Star Morthers, Inc. 
American Life Lobby 
Rev. Claud Logan Asbury 
Dr. Ben Armstrong 
Rev. Raymond W. Barber 
Mr. George Benson, Director of American ll<·rilc1g0 Ct_;-,ter* 
Pastor Fletcher Brothers 
Mrs. Hill McAllister Burch 
Catholics for Christian Political Action 
The Christian Inquirer 
Christian Service Corp. 
Christian Voice 
Christian Voice Moral Government 
Conservative Caucus 
Conservative Victory Fund 
Mr. Richard Ford 
Enterprise Consultants 
Faith Foundation 
Faith Ministries 
family and Freedom Foundation 
Family Life Seminars 
Peter Gemma Jr., Director of National Pro - Life ~AC* 
General Federation of Womens Club 
Vernie R. Glasson, Director of American Farin ~ureau F~deration• 
Mr. Richard Headrick 
Robert Heckman, Director of Young Americans for Fri.:'edom .. 
Morton A. Hill, SJ, Director of Morality in M~dia* 
Iowa Conservative Union 
George B. Jones, CPA 
Kentucky Hcrrit~ge Foundation 
I<im Ministries 
Leadership Action 
Rev. Tim LaHaye 
Life Amendment PAC 
Rev. Ron Marr 
Maryland Federation of Catholic L~ity 
Maryland Interfaith Community to Restore Optional School Pra·1 ,, 
Mid Americas PAC 
Mr. William Murray 
N a t i on a l A 11 i an c e o f Sen i o r C i t i z t' n s , l n c . 
National Back To God 
N~tional Christian Action Coalition 
National Conference of American ethnic Groups Inc. 
Or. William Powell 
The Right Women 
Louise Ropog 
Mr. Howard Phillips 
~rote.ct America's Children 
Ron Robinson, Director of Young America' s ~oundation* 
Kathy Teague, Director of American Legisl~tive exchange Council* 
Trinity Communicators 
John C. Webb, Director of Americans fo1 God~ 
Southern Baptist Journal 
Mr. John R. Bruehl 
Mr. Ed Rowe 
'" 0 L•J ~inizotion Li ~;tr•t1 For 1d('11titicc1t1<'!1 l' u 11 1<,:_,,, .. . .:; rinly. 
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Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liason 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

March 4, 1982 
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( 202) 544-5 202 
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
P.O. Box 415 

Pacific Grove, California 93950 
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Thank you for sending me a copy of your cor­
respondence of February 25 to Stephen Keefe and 
for bringing this matter to my attention at the 
CPAC meeting. 

I discussed this incident at CPAC with Steve 
and reprimanded him very strongly for his behavior. 
I also explained to him that he should be grate­
ful for whatever assistance you afforded him; es­
pecially because job placement does not fall under 
your purview of responsibilities. 

Steve seemed to be genuinely apologetic and 
regretful for his lack of self-control. I sug­
gested that he express those feelings to you in 
writing. If he does not, I will politely ask him 
to no longer use me as a reference. Please keep 
me advised. 

Finally, I'm in total agreement with your 
opinion and manner of handling this unfortunate 
episode. Hopefully, your letter to Steve "may do 
some good" as you suggested. Let us hope. 

Best wishes, 

Legislative D 

GLJ/mh 
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Ronald Wilson Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1981 
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We are extremely grateful for your often repeated 
support for the need to restore voluntary prayer in 
our Nation's public schools. We were especially 
delighted when you reaffirmed your support for this 
activity at the recent co·nservative Political Action 
Conference. In regard to this pro-prayer effort, we 
feel that it is extremely important to inform you of 
some activities and concerns that have developed 
over this issue. 

Recently, Christians Voice and over forty-five 
national organizations have banded together to establish 
an ad-hoc coalition to lobby for the passage of the 
pro-prayer legislation introduced by Senator Jesse 
Helms (S. 481) and Representative Philip Crane (H.R. 
2347). Called Project Prayer, this coalition considers 
the passage of the Helms-Crane legislatio~ an extremely 
important priority for the 97th Congress. S.481 and 
H.R. 2347 (identical bills) would allow Congress, as 
provided under Article III, Section 2 of the Constitu­
tion, to remove from federal courts jurisdiction in 
cases involving voluntary prayer in public schools 
and leave such a dec1s1on to state and local governments 
as our founding fathers intended (please refer to 
enclosed material). 

We came very close to final passage of the Helms­
Crane bill in the 96th Congress. The Senate adopted 
the Helms bill as an amendment to the Supreme Court 
Jurisdiction Act, S. 450, in April, 1979. Due to 
the opposition of anti-school prayer Democrats controlling 
the House Judiciary Committee and Subcommittee with 
jurisdiction over this legislation, we were forced 
to go the discharge petition route. Rep. Phil Crane 
introduced Discharge Petition #7 on S.450 and by the 
close of the 96th Congress it had collected the 
signatures of 193 Representatives -- only 25 short 
of a successful majority. 



Based on our near total success in the last Congress 
and with a substantially larger number of conservative 
Congressmen in the 97th, we firmly believe that the 
Helms-Crane legislation has an excellent chance of 
success. However, any opportunity of achieving a 
victory on this issue depends substantially on the 
continued support of your Administration. 

In this regard we have, justifiably, become quite 
concerned over Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker's 
comments (and your subsequent endorsement of his 
statement) that all "social issue" legislation should 
be postponed for consideration until 1982. We fully 
appreciate the Senate Majority Leader's position in 
light of the fact that he is burdened with an enourmous 
responsibility to concentrate his attention on passage 
of your Administrations budget and tax-cut proposals. 
We at Christian Voice are also deeply concerned 
about .and supportive of your economic "package". In 
fact, our organization has launched a massive nation­
wide campaign/mailing effort to urge Americans to 
pressure their Congressman to support your budget 
proposals. Certainly we cannot, and do not, disagree 
whatsoever with Senator Baker's and your concern 
with this issue being considered the top priority of 
this Administration. 

We are deeply concerned, however, that social issue 
legislation, such as school prayer, not be neglected 
nor locked into an arbitrary timetable for consideration 
by the 97th Congress. This would be a strategic 
error for several reasons: 

First, postponing consideration of social issue 
legislation until 1982 would not allow the time 
required to successfully adopt a pro-school prayer 
bill. Should we be forced to go the discharge ~etition 
route again, which appears most likely, we will need 
an enormous amount of time to pursue this difficult 
parliamentary strategy successfully. It took us 
almost 12 months to obtain 193 signatures in the 
last Congress on the Crane discharge petition. We 
will need at least that same amount of time or more 
in this Congress. Given that 1982 will be a short 
session due to elections, we believe it is imperative 
that the Senate adopt the Helms bill this year in 
order to provide us the requisite amount of time 
needed to successfully pursue passage in the House 
where opposition in certain to be fierce. 

Pl 



Second, we understand that the Senate Subcommittee 
on the Constitution and the Subcommittee on the 
Separation of Powers both intend to hold hearings on 
this school prayer legislation in May and June respec­
tively. These hearings should help to generate the 
necessary momentum to pass the Helms bill this year 
in the Senate. However, this may not happen should 
the Senate Majority Leader and the White House urge 
postponement of this issue until 1982. 

Third, we believe it is unwise strategy to lock 
social issues into a rigid timetable for consideration. 
To avoid consideration of these issues until the 
Spring of 1982 will simply play into the hands of 
our opposition. Should we broadcast our battle 
plans in advance, the opposition will obviously 
husband its resources and energy to concentrate on 
fighting our efforts at that particular time. In 
the meantime, our opponent can focus their efforts 
on fighting your economic package comforted by the 
knowledge that their "social issue'' flank is protected 
until next year. 

Fourth, there have been a number of indications that 
the opposition will attempt to usurp the social 
issue leadership role from us and undermine our 
initiatives. Senate Minority Leader Robert Byrd has 
already made a statement to such effort. We also 
know that Rep. Robert Kastenmeier, Chairman of the 
House Judiciary Subcommittee considering the Helms­
Crane bill, intends to hold hearings on the school 
prayer issue in late May. Kastenmeier has gone on 
record as being totally opposed to H.R. 2347 and, we 
suspect, may try to report out a meaningless "pro­
prayer" resolution which would have no effect on 
correcting this problem. We also understand that 
the ranking Republican on Kastenmeier's subcommittee, 
Rep. Tom Railsback, has introduced a resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 17,which essentially supports Kastenmeier's 
strategy. We strongly oppose H. Con. Res. 17. It's 
purpose is simply to undermine the Helms-Crane bill. 
The bottom line is that we absolutely cannot afford 
to patiently sit back and wait while our opponents 
actively try to outmaneuver us this year! 

Fifth, we do not believe postponement of social 
issue legislation until next year will provide us a 
better opportunity for its success. We have no 
reason to believe that the Congressional battle over 
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next year's budget cuts will be any less fierce than 
it is at the present. Considering the fact you will 
be seeking even deeper budget cuts next year than 
now, we can realistically anticipate just as difficult 
a struggle on Capitol Hill no less ferocious than 
the one being currently waged. Therefore, we do not 
see how any political advantage is gained by unneces­
sarily waiting until 1982 to pursue ou~ goals. 

Finally, we are certain you will agree with us on 
the importance of these social issues to our country 
and the need to achieve at least one victory for 
those who rallied to your election banner in the 
hope that this Administration could reverse the tide 
of immorality that has engulfed our nation. Unfortu­
nately, we have received many phone calls and letters 
from our members who supported you in 1980 expressing 
concern with your statement supporting Senator Baker's 
position. We have done our best to reassure them 
that you are still firmly in support of our issues 
and will continue to be a major leader on behalf of 
school prayer. Your commitment to school prayer is 
unquestioned in our opinion. 

Our major concern is that this Administration not 
unwittingly jeopardize the success of our school 
prayer effort due to an ill advised strategy or 
preoccupation with other important issues. We see 
no conflict in pursuing both the economic and social 
issue objectives simultaneously.Congress routinely 
considers a wide range of issues concurrently. lt is 
quite clear our supporters and opponents in the 
House and Senate intend to pursue social issue legis­
lation regardless of the outcome of the budget, tax­
cuts, etc. What we need most urgently are statements 
from the White House endorsing the pro-school prayer 
strategy which will enhance instead of impeding our 
efforts. 

Perhaps what is most needed at this juncture is a 
closer dialogue between the White House and the 
Project Prayer coalition effort as the school prayer 
legislation is considered by Congress. The support 
from your Administration will be a crucial factor in 
the outcome of the school prayer legislation. Only 
by maintaining close communication can we avoid 
unnecessary misunderstandings and develop a truly 
successful strategy in pursuit of a victory on this 
important issue. 

( 4) 



We thank you very much for your thoughtful consideration 
of the above concerns. Please don't hesitate to call 
on us if we can be of any asHistance on this or any other 
issue. We stanf ready to help whenever possible. 

Praying that our Lord will continue to bless you with 
strength, wisdom and courage as you guide our nation, 
I remain 

GLJ/jf 

cc: Senator Howard Baker 
Ed Meese 
Elizabeth Dole 
Lyn Nofziger 
Herb Ellingwood 
Max Freidersdorf 
Ted Ols~r. 

~ ton Blackwell 
Bill c;r ibbnn 

Legislative Director 
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6 
of reU,ton should not be auapended whlle 
the1 are ln attendance. '1111 lanrua1e of 
the ftrst amendment uaume. that thJa 
buic freedom should be ID force at all 
ttmea and tn all places.-

Mr. President, I ask unanlmou.s con­
HDl that. the text of the "Voluntary 
School Prayer Act of 1981" be printed ID 
tbe RICORD at thla point. 

There belnl no obJectlon, the bill was 
ordered to be printed ln the Ra:cou, u 
tollowa: 

., a. 481 
B• ft enacted bJ tilt Snust, and How11 

o/ Bq,.,mtat111e, o/ '111 UnUecl Stat11 o/ 
A""'1c41 '" Congra1 cu,.,,.l)led, That tbta 
Ac\ ma, be clted .. thl "VoluntarJ Scbool 
Prayer Act of I 981 ". 

aac. 2. Chapter 81 ot tltlt U. United St.atee 
Codi, 1a amended bJ addml a, Ull eDd tb ... 
of the followtn1 DIW NCUOll: 

'"I IW. Appellate JurtadlctSOD; UmltaUou 
'"(&) NotwtthatandJ.DI Ult pl'M1aton ot 18C• 

tjom 12N, 1204, and 1251 of Ulla chapter Ult 
supreme Coun lhall not baH JurtadlcUoll 
to n'1tw, bJ appeal, wrt, ot Clrtlorart. or 
othtnrtse. any cue arta1n1 out of &DJ State 
1tatut1, ordlnll.Dce, rule, nauiauon, or any 
par$ thereof, or arla1DI out Of &DJ act tnwr­
prettq, applJtnl, or tDforetng • State 
■tatutt. ordlnanoe. rule, ot reru1&tton, which 
nlatea to YOlUDtarf pr&Jert ID pubUc IC.boola 
and pubUo bUlldlnp. 

"l'or the purpoNa of t.bta 11etton, t.he term 
'voluntar, prayer• 1haU not Include IIDJ 
praJV compoNd bJ an ollclal or employ" 
ot a State or local ,Oftnuntnt acency.". 

(b) Th• Nation u.1)'111 al the IMclnntq 
.• of chapter 11 of IUcll tltll U ta amended bJ 

llddtn1 M Ult IDCI thereof the tollow1Df Dtw 
Item: 
'"lW. Appellate )UISl4lctlon: Umltatlona. ... 

81110. •• ,., Chapter IS of title 21. ODlted 
8tawa Coda, II UUDdtcl by addlnl at the encl 
thereof Ule followtDI new NCtton: 
NI 188'. Llmltationl OD Jurtadlctton 

"Jfo&wS&bltand•nr &DJ other proffalan of 
law, the dJatrtn courta lbaU DOI haft Ju• 
rtldloUcm Of &DJ oaN or qU..Uoo whlcla the 
Bupnme Ooun cso. not haft Jw11dlcUon to 
nnew unctar IICtloll 1288 of UlSI uue. ". 

(b) Tb• ueuoa ua.1,- at th• begtDmns 
of the chapter II of IUch uu. ti ta uneDded 
bJ addtn1 as tu and u.eot thtl touowtnc 
DI.IW It.al: 
•••• LlmltaUOm OIi J\U'l.ldlcUon.". 

8a:. t. The ameadmenta made bJ aecUou 
ll and 12 of Ulla Ac& aball take effect on tu 
date ot t.he enacanent of Ulla Act, Hoepl 

tb&I 1Uc:h amnu:lmenta aball not. appl:, wtt.h 
r•pe..-i '° IUlJ ow Wblcb. OD IUCh elate of anaotmen,. WU pndlq ln ADJ court ot the 
VDJted 8talN. 



·Bob Afichel 

Social Issues Won't Go Away 
. Anv ~ who haB betn in Washington 

a Jone • I baY&-D>Ore than a quarter of a cen­
tury-can be uCU!led for belie\-inl he baa wen it 
all. But juat ~ :c-ou think tm!re can be nothing 
new in politial, along come the &OCial issues: abor­
tion. b~ing. quota and echool pra~. 

HOUJJe Repuhliam Leadn- Michel argun that, dapite ii•~ 
concenlration on economic iuuea, umgre# ha, an oblisation to addrea the 
conlrovenial ,ocial iaues too-"bU8ing, abortion, qoola6 and 8Chool pmyer." 

ThE'Se aocia.l questiool M\"I! been temponuily 
ooelined by the uqeocy of economic marten. 
Some people assume that the empha."iil on the Coob'ary to the myth that IOCial issuee actiYi1ta 
economy. and nen romp policy, is eo strong are ainp-minded fanatica. doe .tso oppoee 
wday that aocia1 questions haw been buried in a •~ or who fnor IChool prayer 
national paveyard fa, atiay issues, finally and ~ I ha98 found. a deeply cooc:emed • the l'l!l8t 
forever. of UI Ol,W tnditicmal poUtbJ -- tueb • tbe 

Not so. economy and natioaal aecurity. But 'they feel that 
These i!&uM are different in kind. not just in Supreme Cc:iurt dedlfona and bureaucrat.ic ac­

d~. from the usual .... th.!t conhont C-on- tiom in llft.8I ~ tndftionaJ ftluea haw robbNI 
grE"& ~- deal with t...ic 9alue9 and therefore them ol their right t.o participate in abaplng (not. 
ha\-e the ability to iDllame pasiona on all aida as aome 111, .. impoainc; policy in mattsa they 
The !IOC'W ismlM are not ,oing to go away, and ue convinced •bould be left in the baDda ol the 
Congress is going to haw to come to pipe with people. And by no definition I am aware of can 

•· them. thoae concemed with IOCial ieataea all be labeled 
Yet there are lltill t.ho99 In CungJMB in both .. conaenatm Republican• The pro-life, anti­

.. parties-who refuse to adjuli to the political ,-}. buains ad ec:bool ~ IDOfflDeDtl tramcend 
· · ities of the 1980a. Rather Ihm diac:uaa the !.am al party and ideological liDa 
~ the aocial i&sues. they apend m enormoua amount 'l1ae wbo hl,ld mong Tiews 011 tbNe illiue9 
-· d time and energy trying to n~ them. , are not outlide the tnditimw uee ol political 

One way of doing this ia by pretending that eoocern. They ■19 not all "New Ri,ht• or "Moral 
t"'~m ahout abortion and ~choo! prt!ly-r 11nd Majority" memben. JUlt bean• IDOlt or os in 

.. ~ busing and quotas ii simply a temporary and Coogresa do not reli!lb dealmg with queetions or 
rather distaateful political phenomenon. The so- abortion or IChool prayer doem't mean we can 
ci8f i.w,es are. we are told. "'single iMue" que,- tum our, bacb oo tbme who aay tbeae i:!laues 
tion~ and therefore IOffle1"'hat. diar~table. should be dilcullled and. yes, vot.ed upon. Con­
Presic!,-nt C~r. in his f~-ell address, made gresa .-am\ created ao tbtt coagreMmen could 
ai<'h e poinL · handle oruy dae -- with which they reel 

ironically, this argulDfflt rs o!un made by comfortable. 
. _those who, onJy a few llhort yean ago, •-ere tellin& Let me IP'9 one ample of what I nan. Eight 

us that A.--oerican involvement in the Vietnam years after the Supreme Court decision on abor• 
• . \V111 .. immoral and that no matter how one tion, t.hae are still milliona ol Americam deeply 

. ·. -IDight feel about other importAnt iBsuea, a wrong · eoncerned about •bortirn-cm-<lemaod. Yet pro­
attitude on this ai.ngil, iMue deserved instant 

·· poutical damnation. We can only ,mile indul­
.. • 1tntfy when .,e are told today by many of tf?e 
..•. MIile pecpt. t!ut a "'si~'e ~ue" vm~r i!I IIOl'De-
. 'bow irnepODmble. 

Th, trritff. a ~ 11 from 1Uinoia. ii R._ 
pr~ k>ader aJ die H~ of Representativn. 

tion. When I hear this said, I oil.en think of the 
late Adam Clayton Powell Powell was eometimf'!' 
)es@ than civil when ,peaking about civil" iights. 
He !llllht ·even MYe been called thrill at tima 
But Powell'• eccentricitiee and fault. did not in 
any .. -ay invaiidate the politita). tlOcial and moral 
correctDe11 ol the civil riabta came be often 
champiooed. 

It eeems to me that those who supported 0\'11 
rigbta even though they didn't like Powell'••~ 
proach ~ remembs thll when they U!Nt the 
"shrillnea• cba,p • • meanaor POiclini t.he a.-
1po111ibilit, of taking up 80cial iltlHII on their 
merit& ' 

I agree with Praideat Reapn'I iDitJal empbe. 
Ilia on tryinc to aolve our eoonomic problem&. But 
( alao agree with him that tboae problems that di­
rectly affect tbe Yalta ol family, achool and CIOD'I· 
munfty are altlo major concema md that we m• 
not pret.end they do not Gilt jult became they 
ant cillficult. There are. In abort. two IUtaba 
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r 
I'm sure that we all agree that the November 82 elections 
will probably be the most significant elections of this decade · .•• 
with the possible exception of 1980. If the feared losses in 
Congress become a reality then November, of course, will have 
serious consequences for all of the important issues that we 
are all deeply concerned about. I need not belabor this obvious 
point • • . especially with you. · 

To come swiftly to the point, · I believe it will be important 
for the leadership of the "Christian Right" and for our loyal 
supporters to have an oppo~tunity, after the elections are over, 
to meet together and to assess the serious implications of 
those elections .•• whichever way they go. 

I have, therefore, been investigating the possibility of what 
I would call a POST-ELECTION STRATEGY AND POLICY CONFERENCE, to 
be held in Honolulu, Hawaii, the last week of November, 1982. 
I propose that we gather together some of the finest minds in 
the conservative political and religious worlds to address the 
question, 

"AMERICA •.. WHERE NOW?" 
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LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

This letter is 
our plans, and 
subject of the 
details follow 

for the dual purpose of acquainti ng you with 
to invite you to address this conference on the 
moral issues and related legislation. More 
in this letter. 

Recently I have been doing a greax deal of research into the 
feasibility of this conference. I have tested the idea on a 
number of key people who influence large groups of people and 
have met with a resoundingly positive response from -all of them. 
Here, therefore, are some of the specifics: 
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I. Conference Duration and Location 

I have cleared space sufficient for our needs at the deluxe Hilton 
Hawaiian Village on Waikiki Beach, .in Honolulu for the period of 
November 24 to 30 (over· the Thanksgi~ing season). 

II. Price and Services to be included 

The Conference, including airfare from Los Angeles, ·deluxe hotels 
(2 to a room with a single surcharge for those who wish) transfers, 
flower lei greeting; welcome reception, conference meeting ' space, 
sightseeing and final evening banquet will be offered to the public 
for $799. The appropriate prices are also being calculated by the 
airlines for departures from · the following cities as well: 

Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Miami, Phoenix, New York, San Diego, San 
Francisco, Seattle, and Washington, D.C. 

III. Daily Projected Schedule 

Nov. 24 - Upon ·arrival in Honolulu the guests will receive a flower 
lei greeting and bus transfer to the Hilton Hawaiian Village 
Hotel on Waikiki Beach. After checking in to their rooms 
there will be an evening reception time with beverages, 
hors d'oeuvres, etc. 

Nov. 25 - First morning session. featuring two outstanding guest 
· speakers. A special Thanksgiving day celebration will also 
be arranged to commemorate this event and to offer our 
combined thanks to God. Afternoon sightseeing to Pearl 
Harbor to view in person the ~esults of "the day that will 
live in infamy~" 

Nov. 26 - ·Morning session-with two guest speakers, balance of day 
at leisure. 

Nov. 27 - The same schedule. 

Nov. 28 - The same schedule. 

Nov. 29 - Morning session with two outstanding guest speakers, 
afternoon at leisure, evening final banquet dinner for 
all guests. 

Nov. 30 - Transfer to Honolulu International airport for return 
flights to the Mainland. 
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Our plan is to keep the official Conference events confi.ned to 
the morning hours thus leaving an abundance of time available for 
much needed relaxation, rest and informal discussion. It may be 
desirable to schedule some afternoon seminars during the week. Your 
thoughts on this would be very welcome. 

IV. Fundraising Potential 

We are inviting all of our colleagues who head up the various 
"Christian Right" organizations to join with us as co-sl?orisors of 
this Conference and we are encouraging them to prc:>moee it 'bhrough 
their own mailing lists. This could have two important consequences 
for each supporting group. 

A. Each participating group will receive $100.00 for each person 
they directly enlist as a participant. This could certainly 
be a welcome source of funding at a time when the checkbooks 
of most of our organizations will be in a rather depleted state 
due to election activities. 

B. While i~ Hawaii, we want to encourage each participating group 
to schedule their own luncheon, breakfast, dinner meeting, etc., 
with their constituents for the purpose of cementing those 
relationships and enlisting the support of their members in 
important post-election programs. 

v. Invited Guests 

It is criticalry important that this Conference address the overriding 
theme "AMERICA ••• WHERE NOW?" from a , number of different perspectives. 
I have, therefore, sought the guidance and suggestions of respected 
colleagues as we have issued invitations. Here is a list of· those 
to whom invitations have already been · extended or . to whom invitations 
are now being extended. These names appear in al:phabe:t.ical order. 
Senator Jeremiah Denton; Cong. Robert Dorrian; D~. Jerry Falwell; 
Gen. Daniel Graham; Senator Jesse Helms; Mr. Gary Jarmin; Cong. Jack 
Kemp; Dr. Tim LaHaye; Dr. W. s. McBirn1e; Mr. Ed McAteer; Mr. Ed Meese; 
Mr. Lyn Nofziger; Mr. Howard Phillips; The Honorable Donald Regan; 
Martha Rountree; Rev. James Robison; Dr. Francis Schaeffer; Mrs. Phyllis 
Schlafly; Dr. Thomas Sowell; Mr. Richard Viguerie; Secty. James Watt, 
Mr. Paul Weyrich and The Honorable Casper Wineberger. 

This now brings me to the most important purpose for this letter. 
Please accept this as a warm invitation for you to join us in Hawaii 
as one of our featur·ed guest speakers. I feel · it is most important 
for you to share your valued insights and focus particularly on the 
social issues like voluntary ·sch~ol prayer, abortion, tax credits and 
related issues to be addressed during the remaining two years of 
President Reagan's first term in office. I would, of course, expect 
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to cover your flight expenses from the Mainland to Hawaii and your 
hotel accommodations while at the Conference. If your schedule 
would not permit you to remain the entire week, and you should choose 
to stay only for a couple of days, that would, of course, be your 
choice. I would want you tp bring one major address on a topic that 
you feel would be appropriate to the. occasion. 

Our hope is to have some form of acceptance from .as many of our 
invited guests ·as possible by ll.lcite-Julr so that we can then launch 
our national advertising campaign beginning early August using 
Human Events and other conservative outlets, as well as direct mail 
approaches. Our expectation is for a minimum of 500 participants. 
Given the stature of our iQvited guest speakers, this, of course, 
could easily escalate to a thousand or more. 

Gary Jarmin, our chief lobbyist, will be in touch with your office 
very shortly in regards to this letter. He will be prepared to 
answer any questions you might have. It would be helpful if you 
would study your schedule and give us even a tentative acceptance 
by July 30 so that we can go ahead with our printed material. We do 
realize that conflicts could arise at a later time that may impinge 
on such plans and, of course, we will take that into consideration 
in our printed material where we present the "invited guest speakers." 

I suspect that, in addition to the inspiration that we will all 
receive there, we will probably ~11 be very ready for an opportunity 
to relax and recover from post-election exhaustion. 

RGG/jmb 
cc: Gary Jarmin 

Wi warmes 0&:Jards, 

ordon Grant, Ph.D. 
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Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Office of Public Liason 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton: 

\ '~ ~ 
~o~~- j~5 

1 a-pr J ~P1 
It's been a long time since we've had a chance to have 

-a. me-an-in.g-..filJ.-di-Sc.us.si~ and sh.a..µng--of._ i.rleas. I regret 
that we've managed to grow somewhat distant and any sub­
sequent misunderstandings that might have arisen from 
the lack of contact ·and communication.• 

It is my earnest prayer that we could "shake the dust · 
of our sandals" an'd move ahead as brothers centered on 
God to fulfill this divine purpose for our nation. I 
hope that you feel likewise and would be willing to 
accept my invitation to be my guest at lunch sometime 
in the near future. 

I will have my secretary contact your office in a few 
days to see if a meeting - convenient with your sched~ 
can be arranged. Please don't hesitate to contact ·me 
in the meantime if I can be of any assistance. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon, I remain 

tor 

GLJ/jf 
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It is my sincere and prayerful desire for us to "shake 
the dust off our sandals" and to continue to move forward 
as brothers united in the cause to which we are both deeply 
dedicated. Whatever else I may say in this letter, I want 
to assure you that the ultimate purpose of this missive is 
to restore a harmonious and cooperative relationship. ,c> 

Although we have had a few differences in the past, I want 
to reassure you, Paul, that I greatly respect your political 
expertise and many outstanding contributions to the movement. 

Even among friends and allies differences will sometimes 
arise. Unfortunately, the School Prayer Day Rally was one 
of those occasions. And since certain accusations have been 
leveled against me for my criticism of the rally, I feel 
duty bound to set the record straight. The following will 
be my last comment on this affair and, as far as I'm concerned, 
a closed book which will remain forever behind us. 

First, I should address the Washington Times quote printed 
the Tuesday before the rally. My recollection is that the un­
attributed statement was made as a background comment. I was 
also a little peeved when it showed up in print. I could have 
easily lied that I did not make the comment, but once it was 
out, I never denied being the source. While I regret that 
the statement became public, I certainly do not apologize for 
the sentiments I expressed. 

I know that you became very angry when this quote appeared, 
but I was also extremely angry. The Washington Times reporter 
called me shortly after I had returned from the Senate fol~ow­
ing the first cloture vote. Unfortunately, I was the only 
person in the movement to help Jesse Helms and do last minute 
lobbying on the school prayer measure. By contrast, the 
other side had a very strong force of 30 or 40 people present-­
the ACLU, ABA, NEA, Common Cause, Mainline Church leaders, 
et. al.-- who had us (rather me} completely outgunned. Yes, 
Paul, I was angry, very angry. 
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'f My anger, however, did not beg in on that day, it just reached 
its boiling over point. The reason is quite obvious: I was mad. 
because so much of the energy, resources and manpower of the move­
'ment was being concentrated on the School Prayer Rally rather than 
on this extremely important legislative battle. And I strongly 
believe we could have won. Nine Senators who had voted for this 

, r 
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:t identical measure t~o or three time~ in the past ~efected on us. -:i~ ;;r·:,;,-. ·•• .. _ .. 
•:;• ,;We only needed to pick up. four or f 1.ve .of those votes. We had ...• ~ .. ,·.~• .. ,~_ .,.,.,. . 

commitments fr<?m two Senator·s to vote with us on cloture once we . ~-."' ,w··;* ; 
reach:d 58. With enough pressure from the movement~ I am almos~,. -~:7~::-:::~-;~~}.;,_~J 
certain we could have kept at least four of those nine Senators '"~~t ;,,"'.'!'~ ·'t~·. ~ 
from de fecting . · , · 1 ':,· · ., \ ' ~-•·~, " , ' 1 :i.<•;'! ·; • •. l,J1ii"i¥\\• · · · ·-.i<;;:-.,;.;,,t.,-. ;·._,~,ti• I. • ,-, .'l .... ' :\,iii ~ ,u' }" 4,,l .f . ,· ,I • • ill.,_,. l.••,1,,.:./,'l._i,.(1,•, ..;;.. ,1.,.; •• ..,~ 1. 

·liiNei'·•·~11,.;,'6!jl'-, '""J\' •t'"'Jilai..,,·t-"·' , •, , :d~1• .. t.!!!.,;i. -• •"~l•l/<~l ..i M ,,,, 1 ,-t '.'i:,• ' •>1·: •\· fl. 1>t-'i:\'''~1.;, .i:.•···• -~ ~ ••••:,l!-, •~~-~• •;f '\, .,'1,•~1!lif'"(p:J!··,, 1
,' I' ' • ~ .,., :1\ , •· \'• . • ·:• f ::r {l , ff, 1 I , , 'J ~ ~ -{'J.: '· . .,_ •~,,ti 4., •t 

·. ,' ·:,:, I ·a·1~d felt deeply 'emb~rassed, hurt and sorry for '· senator Helms. . 
, After all the many countless times he has gone to the wall for us 

and just when he needed us most, the movement -was nowhere in sight. 
· Quite frankly, I wouldn't blame Seriator Helms if he refused to ever _. 

help us again . . But, of cour.se, he would not do that because · he J s·n'.t, 
that kind of man. He has always been there when we needed him but, 
unfortunately, the movement didn't reciprocate when he desperately 
needed us. · 

., 

,. I ~ . ; 

, , Essentially, · this entire pro~.le~ began much earlier and basically · 
boils ·down to two '>;,causes ,~ '• one, · a ,fundamental difference i'n "'.•s·tr'a'tegy; ':-:•\:,.;, .~i. i 
and two, a · disregard for 't 'he principal leadership in the ~cho~l prayer I 

movement. . ., . · · • 

- · From the beginning it was clear that you and Morton Blackwell on . , 
one hand and myself on the other had a deep disagreement on school prayer 
strategy. I tried to caution that the prospects for a vote on the 
Constitutional Amendment in this session of Congress were extremely 
remote and almost certain not to succeed. My suggestion very early on 
was that we start building support for the Constitutional Amendment 
but not push for a vote until the next Congress. Rather, I recommended 

:t·~· that we concentrate on the court jurisdict"ion bill which had .a much • . '.( 
greater 9hance of success and would have also accomplished our political 
goals as regards its usefulness in the November elections. Especially 
in light of what has happened, I believe my predictions were all too 
accurate, and the strategy I outlined was the best course to have followed. 

Despite my deep reservations about the strategy you and Morton were 
pursuing, I did make a sincere attempt to offer some ideas which might 
have helped the Constitutional Amendment. In fact, one suggestion I 
made was very similar to the concept behind the School Prayer Rally. 
I sent a memorandum to Morton on July 14th (copy· enclosed) recommending 
that we hold a joint press conference of the Project Prayer leadership 
and arrange a me~ting for this group with the President. ~ I believe 
this type of event would have accomplished all the objectives of the 
School Prayer Day rally without requiring an inordinate expenditure 
of time, money and manpower of the movement. Furthermore, I believe 
this event would have been better timed and had some influence on the 
vote in the Senate. Again, unfortunately, my suggestions were completely 
ignored. All of which brings me to my second paint: a disregard for 
the opinions and input of the school prayer leadership. 

at' 
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It was only after the plans for the School Prayer Day Rally had 
been organized, its leade~ship appointed, and the wheels already in 
motion, that • I was ever informed about the project -- specifically 
by Sally Reed asking me ·if I wanted to be on the Entertain·ment Com­
mittee. Quite frankly, I considered this intentional slight humili­
ating and disrespectful of Christian Voice's leadership and contribu­
tions to the school prayer cause. 

After my fi.rst (and last) ~ee~ing with the Entertainment ~o~:it- ·., ..... ~.:: .. 
tee I dev:loped. a grave concern that. the ·:ally was going to be an ... -~:i~~'.~~~ 
embarrassing failure and, worse ·, a diver;sion of the movement's resource s. c1.-,m._ 
away from the passage of the court jurisdiction bill. : I privately com- .~ 

, municated ~hese concerns , to Sam Walker several weeks before the rally. · 1 

Despite these reservations we at CV did make a demonstration of 
support and unity for the effort (the Washington Times article being 
·the only exception). Morton. can verify that I tried to get Pat Robert­
son and John Giminez. to attend the rally. I called Ed McAteer and 
asked him to invite Jimmy Draper, current head of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and/or Adrian Rogers. (Ed, incidentally, thought the rally 
was a bad idea). I did line-up Rabbi Ben-Ami to speak at the event. 
We sent out an Alert on the rally to all of Project Prayer's members. 
We even had several of CV's leaders in Texas fly all the way to Wash­
ington, D.C. to attend the rally, plus mysel~ and my family attended. 
At no time did I ever call anyone and discourage them from helping or 
participating in the rally-- even though I often wanted to do so. 

Furthermore, we were prepared to spend two thousand dollars to 
help pay for the cost of some of the speakers' airline tickets. I made 
a tentative commitment to that effect and later was given confirmation 
by CV's California headquarters. We were prepared to follow through 
wrth that commitment until something very important happened. Dr. Robert 
Grant, Chairman of Christian Voice, received a letter from Sam Walker on 
School Prayer Day 1982 stationery. Grant called me an~ fumed that CV's 
name d~d not appear on the letterhead as~ member of the Advisory Board! . 
Dr. Grant had every right to be angry and informed me that because of 
this insult we would withdraw our commitment to contribute financially. 

Once again, this incident revealed how shabbily we at CV were being 
treated. After asking us to join the effort, invite speakers and con­
tribute money, we were treated as insignificant, second-class members 
of the coalition-- despite the fact that CV. has been at the forefront 
of the school prayer leadership for the past three years. 

All of this brings me to my final point. The coalition will only 
survive and succeed when its individual members are treated with, at 
the very least, a minimum of respect. And this is especially true when 
it comes to issues that a member of the coaliiton has staked out a 
very important leadership role. Christian- Voice wants the coal i t ,ion 
to succeed and believes it can make a very valuable and productive 
contribution to the coalition. But how can you possibly expect us to 
react any differently than we did when our expertise, strategy, leader­
ship and input are, at best being ignored, and, at worst be'ing undermined? 

.. -
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} ' : And ' that is what irritates me the most. I deeply believe that from 
beginning to end the organizers of the school prayer rally undermined 

, the strategy and leadership of myself, the Project Prayer Coalition 
and pro-school prayer legislators. If anyone has a right to be angry 

• 
1 

.• over this whole event, I don't .think anyone has more right nor is 
more justified than we at CV. 

' I I 

:i., .~, · In conclusion, I now return to , tpe · original and most import.ant '.:...~~,-..... -- ~ 
, ·t purpose of this letter: that we can put this episode behind us and ' .. ' 

move forward in a new spirit of cooper at ion, respect and unity. · .- - . ..,,7.i;;:,~: 
The sooner we ··can put our differences behind us,· the better. Ne'ither···-:-•· '' · ~11o~ 

us, nor the movement , 1 can afford to continue divisive and counter- r, ·• • 
. ji~o/,\fy~~productive quarrels. ':,J,.That ··aces not mean when ' I think something is · ' 

; · · wrong that I will remain silent. Rather, I hope we can minimize our 
differences and whenever they may arise, seek to resolve them in a 

· spirit of fr i,endship, cand,or and respect. ,t . ~--~' ~~ • 
Ii.' 1 / J tf.i' ,: ( 1" I' . • j •• T ~ ~ ' 

~ /, 1 ~ f •~ • ::. 'I: I),;. • • ,, .. • - .. 

· The one si~ver lining in this qnfortunate cloud is that we ~an ,~•~ ,.,, .. 
all benefit from the experience . . I certainly have gained some val-
uable insights and lessons and am sure you have as well. Hopefully, 
we can put this instructive experience to good use in the future for ·· '· 
the coalition, the cause' tha~ unites us and our own mental heal th. ! 

,, . . 

;,,f;,,,' •• · 'liop.ing we can remain good · allie's Jna friends i n"';t:he ma.ny .. ,~1t·~~t:~~-,;,.,i~.,~:~.j; 
• ' ' I I .;,i/,,/~(fJJ . ·•,~•;/. -\::ii ' ·battles ahead I rema1· n · · ·· 3 · · • '., ·• • 1· ·- '· ' • ·, it~'.:'-\ . • ... ,., .. ,, .. ,,. - ·~ 

I , • ,, ' • ' "' ·• ',.. ,, ' . J;.,:l~,. '!('••·~ ,..,, •1--¼o:.li'f'. .. :,.r, '-~•<·•,!;', ,;JO 
• '! ;;/ ♦ • ,;, • 'i', '( i"'Jt'~\ ' ki l ( I 

,, ' 

______ __/ 

ector 

P.S.- By the way, - please pass along my thahks to whoever told "Alice in ·J~ 
Potomac ···Land" ··: that I was partly to .blame for the rally' s poor turn-
out. I've received about a dozen phone calls from people saying that 
t~ey didn't realize I was so influential! Neither did I. 

GLJ/mfh 
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July 14, 1982 

TO: Morton Blackwell 
FROM: Gary Jarmin, Project Prayer 
RE: President Reception/Meeting With 

··•· -: 
-i...\ 

School ·Prayer Leaders - i'° ... ~~~~ 

We want to get our nationwide, grassroots campaign 
for the President's constitutional ·amendment off with a 
big bang in the near future. To successfully accomplish 
this I propose the following: ·· 

1. Establish July 30th as the cut-off date for 
people/organizations to join the Project Prayer 
coalition (we have grown from our original 62 
members to now over 110). · - . 

2. Invite all •the Project Prayer members to attend 
a kick-o~f press conference, including Sen. 
Thurmond and Tom Kindness, here in Washington, 
DC sometime in early or mid August. 

3. Hold a reception/meeting on the same day with R.R. 
and a White House briefing in the OEB on the 
constitutional amendment. 

I think the above would greatly help to give impetus 
and new life to the school prayer movement. The key to 
bringing these leaders to Washington, D.C • . for a press 
conference will greatly depend on them meeting with the 
President. We can arrange the press conference at almost 
any time. What we need to know ASAP is (a) whether the 
President will agree to such a meeting, and (b) what date 
would be best for his schedule. 

Please Advise. 

• 
... 

cc: Connie Marshner 
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r,EGISI.ATIVE: ALERT--LEGISLATIVE ALERT--LEGISLATIVE ALER'r--LEGISLATIVE AL!'rnt' ··----·- ·----·----------------------------------------- -

TO: Project Prayer Members and Friends 
F'RClM: Gary L. Jurmin, Project Director 

This Legisl,3tive Alert comes to you as an update on the status and 

progress of school prayer legislation in Congress. Time is running short 

f,.:,r this session and we urgeiltly n€ed to rally sor.1e !,t::-ong show of support 

for school prayer. To do this we need your support and that of your members. 

The President's proposed Constit~tional Amendment on School Prayer, 

S.J. Res. 199, is definitely moving in the Senate. The Senate Judiciart 

Committee, chaired by Sen. Strom Thurmond, has just completed two days of 

hearings on the school prayer amendment. Although the Judiciary Committe~ 

is favorable to the concept, at least one more day of hearings is tentati rely 

scheduled for September with mark-up and a committee vote to follow. Thus,r · 

chances are good that the School Prayer Amendment will come to a full 

S~nate vote in the fall-- no later than October 8th. 

The best chance for pro-school prayer advocates to make an impact on 

Congress this session is in the Senate on the Constitutional Amendment. 

But you must tell your members to write their Senators NOW urging them to 

vote FOR the Constitutional Amendment on school prayer. NOW is the time 

to make those key undecided Senators especially feel the pressure of thei 

constituents' views on this issue. It is absolutely imperative that we 

get the 2/3 vote (67) in the Senate on the Constitutional Amendment if we 

are to have a good chance next year. We need to carry the momentum on 

to next year's session of Congress. 

Pleas~ print this appeal in your newsletters and alerts for Septernbe 

Polls have consistently shown that there is an overwhelming majority of 

support for school prayer (latest Gallup Poll reveals over 79% in favor). 

,.>hviously, the grassroots support is tht~re, now we need to channel 1t in 

the~most effective manner. 

INFORMATION ITEM: 

WRITE: Senator 

CALL: 

U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Capitol Switchboard Phone 
(202)224-3121 

On the agenda for September is a National School Prayer Day rally 

scheduled for September 25. The rally will bear the theme "Let Freedom 

Ring". President Reagan has been invited to be the keynote speaker at th1> 

rally to be held on the steps of the Capitol. Sen. Jesse Helms, Sen. 

Strom Thurmond, Sen. Orrin Hatch, Rep. Tom Kindness, Rep. Robin Beard and 

Rep. Phil Crane will headline a cast of national religious leaders, sports 

celebrities and Christian entertainers in a show of support for school 

prayer and religious freedom. Please promote this rally in your newsletters 

and urge members and friends to attend if at all pcssible. Contact Sam 

Walker (202/224-2766) or Sally Reed (202/546-3000) for more information. 




