
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

Collection: Blackwell, Morton: Files 

Folder Title: Christian Voters 

Box: 35 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing  

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digital-library
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
https://reaganlibrary.gov/document-collection
mailto:reagan.library@nara.gov
https://reaganlibrary.gov/citing
https://catalog.archives.gov/


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES A. BAKER III 
MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
EDWARD ROLLINS 
KENNETH M. DUBERSTEIN 
RICHARD G. DARMAN 
DAVID R. GERGEN \ 

FROM: FAITH RYAN WHITTLESEY~uJ 

SUBJECT: The Fundamentalist and Evangelical Groups 

I thought you would be intereste~ in the following statistics which 
highlight the importance of this constituency: 

1. Approximately 85,000,000 Christians attend church 
in the United States on an average Sunday. About 
125,000,000 consider themselves church-going 
Christians. 

2. Sixty million (60,000,000) adult Christians consider 
themselves "born again." 

3. Of the "born again" Christians, an estimated 14,000,000 
are not registered to vote. In 1980, it was found that 
the more "fundamentalist" a congregation, the lower 
its percentage of registered voters tended to be. 
Fifty percent (50%) registered was a common finding. 

The above figures are generally agreed upon by a wide variety of religious 
leaders .. Dr. Jerry Falwell organized some significant registration drives 
through the churches in 1980. Most of the theologically conservative 
religious leaders are now receptive to suggestions that they work to get 
their congregations registered, but little organizational work has been done 
yet for the 1984 election period. 
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Ronald Reagan coqld be in danger of 
losing the margin of s4pI5ort t~at won 
him tile ~ite House three= years ago, 
according to the l'esults of a stu<ty com
missioned by New Right lesder- Paul 
Weyrich. 

EvangeUCfil Chrh1ti~ voter,, . WQQ 
n01:rmally identify wi_th Democrats-, 
~witched anct vote~ Repul:>lican because 
of & perception they shared values with 
Reagan, Weyrich saicl at f! press confer
ence yesterday. President Refigan's per
formance on issues related to tlio11e 
values may qe· the reason that percep
tion has pot strengthenect, leaving Rea
gem vulnerable to defeat next yeal', 
Weyrich Sftid, 

Althougp many iq the conservaiive 
movement h14ve been saying for montlls 
that the presi"enfs cllanoes of recJp· 
turing the born-again Christian vgte 
was eroding as a resuli of his inaction 
on key fundamentalist i§sues, like 
school prayer and- tyition tfiX creqits, 
the study by V. Lance Torrance & Asso
ciates provided the first hard evidence 
those claims coula be correct. . 

Acco-rding to Weyricq, the re11ults of 
the study "should set off alarm t,ells at 
the White House." 

"The evangelical vote is not normally 
a conservative Republican vote," Wey
rich said. ''11hey provided the margin of 
victory fon Ronald Re&gan in 1980 
because they turned out for hirp." But, 
according tQ Weyrich, the evangelical 
voters do not seem to be rallying behjqd 
the president now. __ _ 

Fjgur-es released yesterday by Tlrf" 
ranee show Reagan narrowly edgipg 
out pemocr~t John Glenn PY . 4,1 
percent, ancl beating fprmer Vice Pres
ident Walter- Mo!ldale by 13.2 percent, ' 
with substantial number& .of voter§ .: 
undecided, among 1,000 evangelical 
voters polleq in'late June. 

Resirictip.g the sample tci people who 
identified themselves as biblical literal
ists, Glenn led Refigan by_~ perceht, 
although Reagim contimied ~!o be 
favore<l ·over Mondale. 
. Wey rich. defin¢d · CJltrlsflan voters as 
issue-oriented, saying, 11If they can look 
at a capdidate and say, 1That's me!' 
they!}l vote fo~ him. Otherwise, tl}ey'!l 
find illlOt~er cam\ictate.'' 

Tufrl;ln~e JlQded that failure to capi 
tlire - tile evangelical •1Vote on r issues 
mem1t •tn~ blQ~ -would 1ey~rr wvoting 
lumd-me-down, p0Utle1d 'ijAtterns that 
11mostly ma~e fhem Pemocr"ts," 

'J\;,rraoae :;aid Ile tno1.1~'1t it uqlikely 
world ~veqts1 p~rtiC.uJarly the <Jowning 
of a J<ore11n pa:uieq-ger pl!lne with a U.S. 
congre&sman and 60 'otper Americans 
al>oal'd, had made .his Jqne data obso
lete. 1'It probably fluctuated spme in 

11 Septemper:' Torrance S!lid of public 
opinion, . "aµt it shouldn't make more 
than about a point or so difference now." 

Notipg that Reig~n'sposition has not 
really CQ@ged signif(c@ntly againt1t -
Democratic opponents comp~red with 
hi11 polled strengtl:! agairist ,Jimmy 
Cartey four ye.ar-s ,.go, Weyrich said he . 
would pave expected it to hl,!ve improved 
noticeably, 

t'We've been looking ~t •I.! number of 
senatoriftl l:llndid&tes who sqµeaked 
into office and are UQ again. Ltke John 
Warner (R-V@,), tbey've magc: real 
gains. They1ye soligifie4 tlleir positions, 
getting support from peopl~ who voted 
against them," · 
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PollOf Evangelicals Finds '.GleW,. Matching Reagan 
·,:, ~j Bijl f e~iifu \i,1\ ~ somew~ete .. ~l,J'" ~u; blt1 :""·are bfu,n 't. ~~ib., l9s~ ,Jtl1?~~rt~~ '(:flt!cI;~€l . Reagafi~ ~ot npt -.~~f~; 

, Y~:iJ!f~<i,li~81~rf~t~r st.ronglf c_ons1derthg- gomg, which. I ~en_split,:;i~dd~.',.. " ,_ .~ . anti-abortion .ahd~school .pra,Y,_er "'leg;.tl 
" .. E~~~@l; ~~l'iat1,nsr ·. a .8.i'9U(l thhik IS bad 1jews. for 't~ Wl)1te ' ~ Afte~ ~te -1980 elett!~-,~ i'!~W'. ,4sl1}t~o1V.hat~ .eb.~i~~· .Y~iit~rd~1fj.i 
l!i~g courtt1d·. f?1-:Pr!~1dent Re~fan1 H._, o.use,u W~yrlch said, "Tlus l-lh?~d ·tght, ~tlt~ii&·if~at 19,fe~ _ geltc~ 'pr~s1deht jn~ 1.N1tll a grc,_up of, e~mt-J 
Uka ~~~ ,Joh~·_.tt\~-~ (D-Ohio.J _al~ , 9,~ -~ _w~nmg bet~ t~~t evang~hcals ~d f~d~fd.tll.1.c;ti~8rstt.l1@~t~ gehcal women at. the W~1te H0use1 
most i~ nnicfi,• -ii~ tliey clo Reagan, jlte-.iltlt ht Reagans hip pocket. h2:ed h4d pr!:lftded .tteagaa.i ft!ar'tm Evangelicals comprise a hard 
acc:ording to.Jr poQ taken foi iNi!.w: He" s~d R,~a~al~ will need/~bpu~. of vitt9fy )n~ ~·rt'utftber Qf $fute$,.j:µ . gt()\lp to defitl¢, and various pollsters • 
Right group. " 6~ J'!lfCe.rtt of, th~ .(!\,~llgelical. ~dte'tti_ the Tarrahc!l . poll, 14' P~tJ:~t -0.f' .liav.EJ· ·estilJlhled. tney iMltide ahy 0 

T!w. SUl'~ ~ voter pret{rllbt_(:) fur. \ ofl~.at)tlCi~)l~d ;Deinoctat1(). :gains those ji1t~~viewe4 _!:l~id'. t~ey~~t~ fa!~ 1hete, frow 20 m~itm_to 60· lniltlon 
president, t!dftaQ.cted l'Jy · Repttollc;atl ne~t ~.eat ,atp.ong blacks and wo~en, Reagan and 32. 7 per_ciffl\ .f<!t, pre~- .Atll¥tcan~ Polls- 1UJIO, have :;found , 
P?llst~ Lanee·Tarra~ce,fol,iii_ct, Ji1t~• The opimone of l,09~ eva~gehcals iqent p~· . .. . ''.·:i . :,that;. ,9L7' p~c~ttt-.of ev~np~H<:11~ _ 
Reattat\ led Glenn by a slim 41 to!37. were sur!e11 in the: ~oll, f1hance~ ·. A~ _pl'es1dent, R~g.an Jws p~1d questioned ~uppo.r~d, pPjy(!,,r.~ill-:p~I.>_:: 
perc~l1t amopg all evangelicals, and, by · We}'.ttch 8_ l)!_g~~lzatt1 ahd con Of)Qs1de~able at!~.nt10I} to. leadmg lie -schools,_ 52.8 percent favo:te~ t~~( 
actually ~tt11Ul!j{t;Glenn among "bib-X- du~ted m late JP.nei ~-~- ori!, t e .cm~- evangehcals, lnv1tmg the Rev. J~rr_y \tion tax' ct~its _for . parents '...who4 
Jical litil)ciyi~~~;il -~hose wht(·bellev~'· paig~s 0

~ ~~-~c-~e-_ Db~~cra!~~ F.34well,. fo.un~er of the Moral Ma- sen~ theit-.·thildr-e~ to parocliial 
the Bible is literally true. presidel_it~al _lion )'i, l!fs. . E\ , a jor1ty, ·to the WJ;iJ.te House on several .schools; 39.3· perceht wantedf!l\tt\~ 

P' 1.11· .W .. fl • ·d t ~• tu tracted wtdesp_read tttt~nbbtl,. . occasions and speaking frequently treal3es in defense stiending and 27:8 

\ 

- sL , eync , .Presi en · 01· . ue Tarrahce said he· was surlmsed by · . · · • ' · , : · - - - · · · 
, \~fee Oovgtess Reseatch and Educa- ho,v welt both Glenn and former vice betore e~~gelt~ ~~~~r:...•a_''v,:,_ ~ l • -per~nt. oppo_sed abortion for. any 
, tion F.ulll:datloni· t~ld it news c~f~r- president ·Walter f. Mondale fared . New R,gh~ grMps; b.cJW~~r, ha~e1 reas,pn. . 

ence \l>,~: U,, P?il . ,/wws White against Reagan lb th• poU. Mondale I ~ · · · • n (/ 
House a~tles a_re_m1stake11 when they trailed ReagaQ by. 13.:percent (47 to · W~• 
A,gue lilmt toligjoti~ co"":Mtives 34) amohg oli evangelirah, •'/"V,,00, / ~ L{/ t{3 ~ ~. 
w,ll \,µpport Reagan tn l984 because but only by 4 percent ~'?TI[ "bib- · f ( ____ \, · -·· 
"they have ho place else to go.'' lical Jiteralists?' · __ . . -·-.~-" · · 

'\Reli.gious conservatives l)Ot .uill,\r -~'Reirg4rti vote '.anrung e\•;·u,~Jlcals 
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