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A PROPOSED
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE POOR

LURE

Despite huge aprropriations the problems of our urban poor
continue to esc late. This creates huge fiscal drains on

our economy, damage to our image among the nations of the

world and becomes a judgment against our spiritual commit-
ment.

THE CRITICAL FLAW

The basic flaw rests within our urban institutions. De-
spite massive appropriations they have failed. The:
activities are characterized by lack of coordination, low
aspiration and too many hand-outs. These structures have
not freed a people. They have created dependency.

"Only Utopians believe that it is possible
to create political institutions that will
guarantee personal integrity among those

in power or always produce a just result.
But in any society there are unhealthy prac-
tices to be discouraged. There are institu-
tions that can be improved in timely fashion
or allowed to decay beyond the point of
recoyery."

--New York Times

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE POOR

Thus the whole ..atter of the poor, their needs and resources
should he addressed by a concerned and knowledgeable blue-
ribbon commission of citizens and religious leaders ably
staffed but privately funded.

ASSETS OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

Tt religiou institutions of our nation represent an enormot
resource for helping the poor.












Tt church t :omes that plac where peop”™ organize
and energize but they come to the urban 1nstitutions
as professionals giving the poor their skills and
resources.

In the sixties we had the Kernan Commission. It was an
expression of despair. May the Commission for the Poor
speak to some remarkable hope for the Eighties - "a

critical mass" bringing significant help to the ghetto.

The great potential of religious institutions is the skills,
ideas, and influence its laymen possess. If these resources
could be applied to the institutions that serve the poor,
the impact would be awesome.

"I want you to share your food with the hungry
and bring right into your own homes those who
are helpless, poor, and destitute....Your sons
will rebuild the Tong-deserted ruins of your
cities, and you will be known as "The people
who rebuild their walls and cities.”

Isaiah 58:7,12















MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 29, 1982

1”7 ORANDUM FOR RED CAVANEY

THRU: DIANA LOZANO
FROM: MORTON BLACKWELL%
RE: National Association of Evangelicals Convention

Attached is the schedule of events er the NAE.
As I told you by phone, they would be delighted to have

the President address them anytime from Tuesday evening,
March 2nd through Thursday evening, March 4th.

You have our schcedule »>roposal.
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January 6, 19

TO: Ed Rc
FROIM: Morton
RE: Schedu

May we add yo
next to RECOM

Thank you.

TE HOUSE
'NGTON

Lns
lackwell

Proposal

e to
BY:

is proposal

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
January 6, 1982
TO: Herb Ellingwood
FROM: Morton Blackwell

RE: Schedule Proposal

May we add your name to this proposal
next to RECOMMENDED BY:

Thank you.






























