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14-(39) 

14- (4Q) 

14-(44) (b) 

14-44 (0) 

14-44(f) 

:Rt:LE 14 

(Ccntinued) 

6 Vocational Ed~cation Co~=ses 
ou:r students are basicclly college rreparstc::-_)' students 
not ne~ding the strong vocational education ~r=grarn. 
The expense and teachers are beyond us. 

1 P. L 
1 Music 
1 Art - We never have had a high school course. 

i0% cf courses in High School rr.'..lst be taug:-:t by teachers endorsed 
(traine=) in that area. We often must use teachers ~e can get and 
have availab:e, but are qualified to teach the course. 

High school ~~st have a certificated librarian 2 ho~rs per day. 
Expense? F-erson availa;:,le? Person would have to ha·ve 12 hours 
in library media. 

High school must have a guidance counselor, certificated, with 12 
hours of graduate college training, for at least 2 hours per day. 

~ibrary must have 1,200 books - 600 of ~hich are nor.-fiction and 
listed in stsndard bibliograpJ--.y lists sppr0ved by tr.e State Dep3rt­
rnent. ExpensE::-? Need 1,200 books for 12 st·Jdents? 

98% of books to be non-religious. 

Re:ader• s Gc:ide is required - ~e don• t have more thsn one or two 
magazines listed in it. 

Need 10 magazine subscriptions. Why? No need with few student~. 
Expense great. 
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14-(3) 

14-(3)(£) 

14-(5) 

Only a z:hool approved by t~e State Bon=d is 
considered to provide a program of instruction 
which is in complinncc ~ith the compulsory 
.1 ttcnd;;:1ce laws. 
A schcol j~nr is 36 weeks. 
Schools r..ust be in session 175 cbyG. 
A schcol clay is 5 cbss hours of instruction. 
/\. tc.· J C !1 C '!."' i S .1 C C r t i f i C ~1 t C U in S t l'll C t O r . 
Apr,lic1t'i.•l11 for i1p;,rovi1l. Fonn mu£;t: be !Ji~n~<l uv 
public ~.chool superintendent. School m'..lst r.:cet 
with Dcp~rtment of Education to determine if 
rcsulc:.tic.,ns can be r:1ct. Probnti011~1ry a?;Hoval. 
Visitation by Department of Educntion re 
cc~plinnce inspection. lf Rule 14 not met, 
rcco~~endation of non-appro~al. 
[3ch failure to meet a numbc'!."'ed or lettered 
rc~ulntion of this Rule shall constitute a 
scpnr~te violation. H~xi~~~ number of allo~abl~ 
viol.ntions: 

K - 12 4 
7 - 11, or 9 - 12 2 
K - 6, or K - 8 2 

Probation. If school on probation continues to 
exceed allowable number of violations, Department 
shall recommend to Board that the school be 
non-approved to operate as a lcb3lly constituted 
school system for the ensuing school year. 
iicmbers cf Department of Educ,,tion, in 
determining whether to rccor.~-:-,end to the State 
Board that~ school system be plnced on probation 
o r b c no n - :1 ppr o v e d " sh .1 11 tc·., kc in t o con s i de r a t i o 11 

the purpose and phi lo s c phy of the school sys te1:1 
ancl the qu.1.lity and .:1ppropri.1tcness of the tot.11 
educational program and it ~.:1y take into a~count 
other factors such as the spnrsity of population, 
loc.::ition, and transport3tion \,hen they cre;itc nn 
undue hnrdship on the s tudcnt." . 
To be approved, a school QUSt submit annu~lly 
Approved School Reports to Dcpnrt~cnt of 
EJuc~tion (Fall Approval Report :ind Annual Term 
Sur:~mary R~part). Public school superintendent 
shi:!ll "verify the accuracy of the inform.:ition." 
Di sap? r o v ,1 1 as pc n a l t y f o r i i 1 i n g . 
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14-(11) 

14-(:2) 

14-(13) ' 

14-(15) 

14-(16)(b) 

i£l 
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14-(17) 
14-08) 

14-(20) 

"Each statutory violation shall be t:-catcct as a 
separate viol.ltion frcrn this Rul~~-
El~rn~ntary school inst:uctionJl progr~~ s~Jll b~ 
based on a written st.:i.~cment of purpose ~~d/qr 
goals developed at the local level and approved 
by the local Board of Education or governing 
body. 
The policies have to co~form to the state~cnt. 
Elernenta·ry school curriculum. 
(a) reading and langua3e arts 
(b) mathc;:1atics 
(c) socL1l studies 
(d) science 
(e) health 
{f) physical educ.:i.tio.1 (including "positive 

mental attitudes") 
(g) art 
(h) music 
School oust develop policies and procedures for 
special education progr~os for all resident 
h~ndicapped children which arc in compliance with 
Rule 51. 
School rnust utilize a co~petcncy rncasure such as 
Nebraska Assessnent Battery of Essential Learning 
Skill~. 
School r.1ust keep record of student attcnd~rnce ;J.nd 
acadenic progress. . 
90% of teachers shall be assigned to areas for 
which they have a certificate endorsed for nreas 
of specialization nnd the level~ for which the 
person is specific~lly qunlificd. 
507. of principal's time must be for 
administration and supervision. 
Principal must hold Qn Administrative and 
Supervisory Certificate. 
Principal must meet with governing body at least· 
quarterly to plan for implementation of 
educationnl program of school. 
30 to 1 pupil-teacher ratio. 
Teacher must participate in nt least two d~ys of 
in-service activities each year. 
At least 507. of textbooks shall have a purchase 
date of within five years and a copyright date no 
more than five years old attime of purchusc. 
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14-(22) 

14-(24-'.:8) 
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14-(39) 

Lich cl•~:11c:,::ary sc)::-ol ~!1~111 ;1cq:..li.r~ ;i 1:1ir.i.:-.·.·.: ·1 uf 
2::i nc'·"' libr:iry resources, c:-:clu.siv•..: of tcxt'.) ... '1.':<s 
2~d encyclcpe2ias, of different ticl~J, per 
teacher per year up to 150 titles d'Jring on~ 
year. 
School ~ust subscribe to at least two child~cn's 
~aga=ines. At least one profession31 magazine. 
Health and safety requirements. 
Secondary school required subject fields: 
(a) L:ir.gu.'.l~e Arts (40 instructional units) 
(b) Social Studies (JO instruction,11 units) 
(c) M.1them.:1tics (20 ir.structionnl units) 
(d) Science (20 instructional units) 
(e) Vocational Education and/or Practical Arts 

(20 instructional units) 
consists of: 
:. VO A6ri./Agribusiness 
2. Business and .Office Education 
3. Distribution Ed~cntion 
4. Ho~e Occupations 
5. Ho~e Econo~ics 
6. Trade and Industrial 
7. Ind'J.strial Arts 
8. Oth~r occupaticnally oriented courses: 

1. Cor.L.1unicaticns an.d Hedin 
2. Fine Arts 
3. Humanities 
4. Marine Service 
5. Recreation 2nd Hospitality 
6. Public Service 
7. Personal Service 

(£) Physical Educatic~ (10 instruction3l units) 
(g) Health 
(h) Music (4 instructional units) 
( i) Art {ti instructional unit~) 
The secondary school regulntions par.1llel the 
elementary ~chool regulations. l!owcvcr: 
E.:1ch second:1ry school shall have a cl..!rtific;1tl'cl 
pc rs on as s i ;~ n c cl for at l ca s t two c l.1 s s hours pc r 
dny to provide library-mcdin services c1nd shall 
have the responsibility for th~ s~condnry 
instructional materials and equipment. This 
person must h3ve at least 12 semester hours of 
college credit in the field of libr~ry-rncdia. 

- J -



14-(42) 
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i·!ust h~vc a ccrtific1tc-d pc:-sc•n for at le..ist tw0 
c la s s h : il r s pc r d c1 :,, to p r o v i. d l~ i :1 J iv i d t.: .:i 1 c r 
group counseling ~nd guid~~cc services ro pu?ils. 
This j'Crson 1;.ust hJ\'L~ h.:id .Jt lc,1!;t 12 se:me:ster 
hour.s of gr_;1J~~tc college crct:i.t in basic 
g uid,: ,·,cc ~mJ COUll s e 1 ing. 
l'upil-tc,1chcr r~tio 27-1. 
Libr.1~y r.1cdi~ center rt'quircmcnrs: 
(.1) Two sets of encyclopedias 
(b) 1700 items 
(c) 98! must be non-religious 
(d) f~lc cabinets 
(c) ~~st subscribe to Readers Guide 
(f) cust subscribe to TO periouicals listed in 

/.':::,:-L:gcd Readers G...:ide 
(g) ~ust acquire minis~~ of 150 new library 

resources each yenr. so;: r:1ust be in the 
standard references of 44(b) 

- 4 -
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1701 {l) 

17 0 3 

1704 

1705 

170 6 

201 

207 

213 

(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
( 5) 

Schools and teachers subject to general s~hool l~ws 
of state in re (a) grades (b) qunlifications, (c) 
certification of teachers (d) proootion of pupils. 
Schools shall have adequate equipment. 
Schools shall have adequate supplies. 
Schools shall be graded the same las what?]. 
Schools shall have cours~s of study for each grade 
conducted therein, sub3tantially the same as those 
[courses of study] given in the public school. 
Nothing in 1701 shall be construed as to interfere 
with religious instruction in any denoQinational 
school. 
D-wncr or governing board has authority to (a) 
select textbooks (b) equipment and supplies (2) 
employ teach~rs (d) ~xcrcise general w~nascment of 
school, SUBJECT TO THE PRO'/ISIONS OF 1701. 
County superintendent o-: supc t·inte;1de11t of schools 
shall inspe?ct such sch:>ol and t·~p,Ht to th-2 proper 
officers failure to observe 1701, at least twice a 
ye.:ir school must perrnit and c'.'lssist in this. 
Penalties: If school, after final dctermin~tion by 
the authorities, fails/refuses to conform to 1701, 
1705: (a) no person shall be granted a ·certificat~ 
to teach therein (b) pupils shall be required to 
attend the public school. 
Every person ~ith a child shall cause such child to 
attend regularly~ public or denominational school. 
Term not less than 175 days . 
Each teacher shall keep record showing ((1) name, 
age and address of each child enrolled (2) nu~ber 
and county by school district (3) number of d~ys 
each pupil was present/absent (4) cause of absence. 
Teacher shall send list of the pupils enrolled, 
with name, age and address of each to 
superintendent. 
Instruction in American citizenship. Policed by 
Committee on Americanism: ( l) examine textbooks re 
Americ.an history and government ( 2) nssure 
themselves us to the character of all teachers 
employed. One hour p<.!r w~ek for patriotic 
tc.'.lchings and exercises. Teaching of American 
history "fron approved textbooks;·" 



214 
m 

238(5)(C) 

1233(1) 

1234 

1229 

1239 

1247.02 

1247.05 

1247.06 

Character education required. 
Cor:imissioner of Education shall prepare a.1 Olltlin~ 
with suggestions such as in his judgment will besc 
accomplish the purposes, set iorth in Sect ion · 
79-214, and shall incorporate the same in the 
regular course of study for·che first tw~lve grades 
of ALL schools of the State of Nebraska. 
State Boa~d has power nnd duty to est.:iblish rules 
and rc-gulations for approving the opl!ninb of n~w 
schools, for the continued legal opcrntion of all 
schools. 
I.Jo person s h.111 be employed to tea ~h in any 
dcnominatio:1,11 school v.·ho docs not hold a valid 
Nebraska certificate or permit issued by the 
Commissioner of Edecation legali::ing him to tc.:ich 
the grade or subjects to which elected. (2) 
Denominational schools oay employ others as teacher 
aids. 
State Board may revoke a certificate for just cause 
(including immorc1lity, neglect of d 1.1ty, etc.); 
i.e., can intervene in the running of the school, 
based on its judgment). 
A pC?rson noiding the title of principnl or 
supervisor of an accredited school or as superviso~ 
of any special subjects or subject in which such 
persons actually supervise the work of other 
teachers in that subject or more subjects, shall 
hold a Nebraska Administrative and Supervisory 
Certificate or a Nebraska Prof. Administrative and 
Supervisory c"ertificatc. 
Teacher or administrator must register the 
certificate with the county superintendent and no 
contract for a school shall be valid until 
registration. [See balance of this statue~]. 
Accrediting procedure. A school must first be an 
approved school. 
Teacher certificates. Board to adopt rules re 
certificates for all elementary and secondary 
schools of this state based upon earned college 
credit, or the equivalent thereto-including "r:ioral, 
mental and physical fitness for teaching, all in 
accord with sound educational practices". 
Maximum which Board may require for first issuance 
or-a certificate shall be that the applicant is of 
sound Qental and physical health and of good moral 
character, and a statement countersigned by an 
authorized official of a st3ndJrd institution of 
higher cducntion which certifies the grade levels 



1247.07 

and subject fields or areas of specializati0n for 
which the applicant was specifically prepared to 
t c ;.i ch ,:rn d th :1 t th c a pp 1 i c ant ha .s ( l ) b .:i cc ;3 l au re a t l~ 

c.!cgrcc, (2) s:.itisfactorily cor.ipll.!ted the 
institution's program for teaching (3) met all 
other appropriate requirements of the institution. 
Certificate shall indicate the grade levels, 
subjects, subject fields, or areas of 
specialization for which the holder was 
specifically prepared by a standard institution of 
higher education or authorized by the Board to 
teach, counsel, supervise and administer. 

- 3 -
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Amish colony sellin·g Ol.lt, going away 
., . . 

By Dean Terrill · · ill Nebnuika. · fore crowded condiliona brought them 
Southeast Nebruka au,..u l''or- all practical purposes, Wedne,- west. The Ronum Borntregen and Rudy 
. l'AWNE~ CITY - ll'li not being day,.~ the last cllapW as Troyer auc• Troyer:i (no relaUoo to Levi), the la.st of 
pverJy dram&Uc &o call U the tmd of WI Uuned olf bl.& t1or.iC-drdWD m.id111u•ry » !ielll&!meut which once numbered 
era. . and ~r {Mill d4!111S Mill.t!r li;.,))l'" 1or lil!VCII lc1nllllea.; wt1l bead lo WlliCoDBID 
: 111.'>lory willnolt forever'lhal Pawnee .t.ll cqu.d cru-.d - esunwled at aproxi- once Bon1treger t1Dda" a buyer for hll 
f ounty once bosted a coloDy of Oki malely S:iO - wbefl be sells out a.ext fann. 
t,rder Amisll Mmllarly, Levi Troyer Tue:ld.ty. · Ironically, Wed.ne&daY'.a Ale came 
ind AUee Miller will tell Lbeir grand- . Uolh mea .and their iimibea will pack one day alter lhe Netirw Legillature · 
chlldren about lbeir famihes' tour years up immedl.itely for Ohio, their home be- gave preliminary approval to a bill_ 
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:t½a 
~full PhOto bY Dean Terri II 

Hoe_.;,; J, ~w.11 n ,;:ichint;ry w~::, piemiful, whether you worn buying or just· climbing. ------- ___ _ , .,.. .. . 

whicb woukl clear tbe Amish in · a 
*awn-out acbool dJBi>ute. 'l'bt1r rerUlial 
lo lure llite-cerurled teacl¥!ra 
Jnmpted .11everlll lawautl.8, includl.Dg 
oiie bl1ll peod&ng in Pawnee County Dlt­
tnct Court . 

"'They sbouJd have done iL lwo years 
ago, ao il's kiDd of ctisgusUAg in a way.• 
said the llOlt·spoken Troyer ... We're ju.sl 
getting started now.• 

But bolh or the original ~tUera said 
tbey harbor no bll.l.ernetili, ei\her Loward 
government oflicials or lbe community. 

, 

;~ .. -,..,,i~1'1•:r . ~ 
J' •. , • ..,. ,...; .. 'l: , l C ' - ~ 

,· 
~ .••:~ 

~~ ; 

~u•s been a pleasant and short four , 
years,• said Miller, tbe focus of contro­
wny wben his buggy was i;old al a sher­
Ufa &ale to pay oU a court fme. "We'r~ 
grawfuJ for .all tbe goodness sbown us 
kOd we'll be ffi1SSU18 a lul or f~ndly 
taces.· . 

A. crowd coming from several coun• 
ties ~as attracted by l>Uch olden day or­
leriogs ilS wood cook stoves. antique 
light fixlures and one-row machinery. A 
like-new black buggy brought $510, a 
tJreaklng cart tlOO a.ud a weaUlered bob-
:Jed~. / 

t;enom bidders were obvio~y oui­
oumbered by the cunous. The AnU:ib, • 
consiicuous because of the men's wide 
black bats lind the women's luly caps 
and Ion~ ~:;. were SWTPunded by 
well-wishing friends. 

The women, incidenlally, had a com• 
pl,cte 11elJout of the baked goods which 

.. tw&v~ Cii.rllt:tl U1t111" lurty rq,u1.auu1L 
-1 n~y lJ.k.l,l Uleae Pl,'()plt!,'' i;aid Joe 

Marti. who Ci1Jl11: 111 nulci> rrom Bt!lll, 
i\an, for the •· ''They're bard work• 
crs and I blame Nebrasu lbat lbey an, 
ti.1riq Lo leave. Wbat the Leglslature i.& 
oomi i.s good, but It lihould •hav_e come 
fjl.}Wj,ef : · . 

·• ·-~- •~;·,:\ _ .-d~~,._ . . ,:.\"J 
.· , .., . t ' . '\ ., ... \ · . \ 

' ··'··· ·.I\-, .• • 
• . 1· ·:· • : ; , ..... , ...... ·ni .: / 
. ~J. --~ 

Amish farm au~tior 
_1 . J 

While U1er.: had ~n a0m, 
toward tbe? i,ewcomer& al 
local ewi.or-publl.sh1:r ISIU 
that largely l!Ub.sidcd lifwr 
ckar ll.i: ~·vwuy '4-uuJJ 111,t 1:,'I 

"l1iey'ro qwet and w, } l 
go~ .about their b~0t·~.• ~ 
liOl1. "Th&:y doll't ei{X:C\ itll)'I 

. be 1en ~ go Lbeu- own way.'! 
8eside=i lh&l liCboQI '11spull' 

; wtre l~vwg «onomu: 111 
\:Mt.;@ vi 1, t:,_; .:, ;, : l,d1.:1:. tu1 

.• 
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selling Out., going away 
. . . : :, ~ . , 

·;11 pt.ll"pOM(!5. Wednel1-
l,,,1ll~r aa Troyer auc-
1 : .. ·-drawn macb1nery 
t'.IClli. lliller hopes (or 
- ,isUm.al.ed il aproxi­
.. -o be lellii out next 

fore crowded conditions brought them 
we:.t. The Roman Bomlregers llnd Rudy 
Troyera (no rel&llon to Levi),~ last of 
a i;etUem~nt wbicb once numbered 
seven families; will bead to WlliCOllSiD 
once Borutreger finds a buyer for bis 
farm. 

Ironically, Wedoeaday's &ale came 
lll'ir ilunllie8 will pack one day after the Nebraska LegLslalure 
-r I lt1io, tbear borne be- gave prelmunary approval to a bill 

r'~ . . • 1r. ,, ,·~, . . l~ • -r"f ;1 ."'t 1., 
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i thcr you were buying or just climbing . 

wh.irh would clear the Amish in a 
drc1wn-0ut school dispute. Their refu:;aJ 
\0 lure i;\ate-cerUlll'd lt:arhen; 
prompted several lawsuil.8, mcludulg 
one lllill peodmg ln Pawnee Cowity l>ts-
1.rtct Court. . . 

"They should have !lone it two years 
ago, so it's land of disgusting in a way," 
said lhe soft-spoken Troyer. "We're Just 
gelling startt'tl now." 

But bolh of the origmal settlers said 
lhcy harbor no bllll•l'llt:S.'i, c1U1cr toward 
government ofllc1al.s or the commuruty. 

"lt':. been a pleasant and :;hurt lour 
years," said Miller, I.be locus o( contro­
ven;y ,.,lien tw; buggy was sold at a liher­
Uf's sale to pay oll a court fme. "We'r~ 
grateful for .all the goodne!iS shown us 
and Wt''U ~ IIIL'iSu1g a Jul u( (nendly 
la1."t:S." 

A crowd coming from several cowi­
ties was attracled by such olden day ol­
lermgs as wood cook stoves. anl.\Clue 
tight fixtures and one-row machinery. A 
like-new black buggy brought $510, a 
breaking cart $-100 and a weathered bob­
liled ~. 

::,cnous bidders were obviously oul­
numbt'red lly the cW1ous. The A1nWI, 
conspicuous because ol the men's wit.it: 
black hats and lhe women's tiny caps 
and long dre~es, were surrounclcd t.,y 
'well-wi::Jung lri~11Lls. 

The women, i.11c1dent.1Uy, had a com­
plete sellout ol I.he baked goods wh.icb 

· b.ive earned them a lolly repu~llon. 
"I really lJ.ke lheSt! pt:<>plc," said Joe 

Marti, who came 111 miles from Bern, 
Kan., lor Uie Si\lt:. "They're hJrd work­
ers and I blame Nebraska that they are 
haV1Jl8 to leave. Wbal the Legislature ~ 
dOIJll{ lli good, but ll hl10Uhl h.ive come 
:,0.JUll<I . •· 

. , 
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Amish farm auction ('Jrew ~ ·crowd of J50 people:, · · '· . ;: , 
4 \ • • • .I • . . . 

While lhcre had been liOIDC ~UlllOtiity . 
towa(l.1 lbe llC\liCOll1C!fl> ill (lr:,t, sa¥1 
local t:dltor-publl::Jl.t!r Bill TnomP50n, 
th.al largely subsided llllt:f ll became 
CWilf Ulie Lllkilly wuulJ DDt w-ow. 

"'fhey·re qu.t•l iu1J l!f!IJ honclit, ju:.1 
going about lhetr ~" lMtid 1'bom~ 
son. '''fbey don't ~pt.'Cl anyllullg bul LO 
be Jen lQ go lbelf own way." 

. Besides lbe school dispute, the Ambb 
w~ hlt,\'Ulg et.'ODOffilC lll"obit!ma be­
~~ vi ICh,;u.iJ:, l,dtt:b !Ji i.11IJU1g Llic 

use or tilt:el.flcily. That coaf1Jck41 w1lh a 
lit.Ile ,wicwture l>i:partmcnt n:qwi-e-: 
ment lbat aw.ooijlw;ally cooled lilor.tgt!; 
i..tnb be,w.ed lo lilor~ milk, IJle f~, 
mamuv~ . ' · .. ·· • ·. __ : 

According to Maller, bowever, tt a&>-· 
. peared lhe i»1ate was aboul lo fe:iO)ve" 
; ~l prob~in. The aiebool iilliiilion ~ I.be'. . 
· &nain rea!iOn UM! him~ are1J1~. 1 • \ 

"Wt: wowd have cllang~ our l4Jlli If· 
these Uu11f'.s bad been done·• year qo. •: 
Jle..,:w1 "1.luillu!1~h!'-'1l•~~"Ofii." ' ,-~ 
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PAWNJ:,;~ CITY - There'i; no elec- [ : .. ,. . . .. -: I , <·<. \. :., "·,_::,:.} ' .I '< f . . . '' .. , ' ' 
1n,·11y and George WilShlngtoo a:;ml!>Slllg ,. :t ✓- .~ . · ·. ·;• · · ..... ~--
~cause po, 1, '"LS are cons&d,erl'd a · . · · 
~iiven mwtge. Vi!ailors lry nol w st.are al , -. ' ·· . ,: . "-,... -· ::·\/;;· · · . . . . .. ;~.•; 
11111 ~u b' i&illue-k~ dr~s and uny · I , . . ,.L ·: . , . . 1• · _;, : 

hl.1d, l:.apli. ' · .. ,: ,,•· •t\; ': :, ·:. , . i , ., ., . 
Otherwise, the six-pupil West Branch , ; · ' ~'.'":! ·-' : '';i: · <-.. · _:; '. .,., 

Sdiool lilroogly r~mWt•:. hundreds of ,'!Of-, ·--~·: -1;\·!f. ·- ·i),·- . :- .. .. , · , , .i, , 

ulla:rs once dOllmg lbe ~ebrilJJwt coun- . · · · ,! -.. ,~ BILDb:11"1,\ ' ct 1 ••r ·. f ; ,:_ .. :,.: ·-.-~: . ...__-~ :· . , ;. ·;·.:.:..,._· '; · ! ... , 
try!'>M1c. l'btlrt.1rala.cbool,bowtver,1:iOld r · ll!il14iiiM~l"t""'l _ ; , 1 "' , •- '• <z:····:· -•~ ·· r '.- : · • :•~://. ,• 
I Jf\k•r Ami:Jl. Ont: ol lWU Ul lhe :,wle. , , ·: 'I ' . . • , ' . , . · . I I 

;,· , '--·.:. ' .:' : ;.... -:--, rh J IJ jf U . . .-. , :_. _.- ....... ,:. ·t The other is East Pawoc-e. a few miles 
easl oo Nebr~ 4 but k:s:; rccogruwble 
N.11.Ce c~ · are held U1 Homan Boro­
lrt'.i;t:r's giu-age. Wd Brancb Is a ooe-
111ne publlc iCbool Uaal was moved iii lasL 
I.all. . 

llrs. Bornlrt>ger, whose 10 pupils m­
d"'1e five of her own cluldrcn, aud We:.t 
briuu:11 ~ ~a t.h~r ba\>e been dwi;e4 
'Allh tud~ '-'llbu!il :al.a.te Ct!rtlfl(il.tt•S. 

1.1,AA care in lhcu- Ii; :.t ) l"ilf; lx,lh arc 
>'l;Jllbt,r.de gradLWWS a:; per, Anlbll 
1:u."111111. A1..i 1JuU1. :.L&"t'j.t.11 u1 tlic l'Wluciil 
·'~"• ,cu~ preH•µ1:; of :.cvcral ~•·11.,ra• 
11 ... ;,::. i>tH•htl)· ft:cl 1:,.,1 i.1.11~ :.lo11odctrd:; 
d -1.:l, · U,1'11 ...... . ,.,1~:, ,. ui:.I.IUllulliil 

1 Iµ,~ Their l'OOlent1un could go as tugb 
4!:i Llie U~. ~'1f"e1Dc LOI.ill. 

-· ~;uue a.ubj~cta 
.. t:anume., pretty mii•·h 011! i,;am~ sub-

-· . • -~ . r . , • • . • . ' . , . ,~, 
< :·.. .~,._.,.: ... • .... -1 ...... ',,. ! J ,-/ .• · . ·•.· \ ,, . .. ' ~ ' I ,. .. •• , ~ ..,,,. . ~ -'l'J-~ . ! . . " .. ., \ 
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Ambh t'.hlldren 111,1y u, the y;mJ of West Branch School 111 Pawm.'C CounLy . 

Fund drive will '1id Pawnee County familict,; 

Amish-,niggy buy-bllck tfyfUils .; 
'> I~\ · !i , ;;;~ , · ~.l.,1._,. . ,lt, · L,ahblU 

:: t· ,~u \.1.J · .. ,flAJU ... , . ~·\ 'tL.aL lu \,,;,t 
:._ ', lif'ancb. ~ICU~ ill lbe Cbp.11 H~ ..... . By Dean Terrill 
·. (ip-myard, U'41c.ued lwo addiUoM: Ger• , ·• - 5outheaat Nebrollto Bureau ·. _. . . . . . I 

.. t~i . . J" . . ' 
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S11me tiUhjecle 
Mt-llntime. pretty much lhe same sub-

1·1~, t;.i.~l.t m.publlc schools are taughl 

- .... , ........ . ...................... , .. ....., ...... ,, ....... _, .... ·----~ -

Ami§li. bllggy buy~bai!li tTJ' :f<J,r4 , 
lilt! two c~m:;. A VL'ill lo West . 

·,rnc.:n, practically in the Chns Millet ·. · 
, :,,..,. .. rd, i.ndicawd two addJUoru.: Ger-

BY Oea·n Terrlll 
Southeast Nebra~a Bureau 

P4WNEE CITY - An all.empt to buy 
an Anush buggy sold recently at a sher­
ilr:; auclloa and return il to ils origmal 
owner apparently tw f~ becau:;e tbe 

,. 
,... 

. . ~ 
~ 
' ., -• f 

. . . . . . . . , .. _:_, 

. ' ,":!.-' '-'..,,' . 

-< ~>~! " .. 

'

·,1fi·~ · 

.--·~·" \·?~• -. ·4'; .. .;_ ·· 'f"?Z~i~t,;;/TI; irr~:.-~t·_<·-•r:'-·.· ~~}: 

~1h, 
:m Jlld rebb'lOn. 1-'ridays are largely· · 
11•11 O\er lO Ulose two :iubjec~ 

··" ·•: oet'd lhc . German because our 
.. , , 11 i,,,•rv1n·s .&re :.till u, 1hat lan­
,j~;t•.'" ~id !>4'.t. Ult: fourU1 :.i:;~r in a 
r,.11) of 12 lo ha\'e laughl ··And school 
up1.•ned every monwig w1Ul prayer." 

I 1,ok01i; en~n yow1ger than her 17 
-,1:,. 11,c lc-,dicr 1401c J nc.ill) jlfe,-..;;.cd 
, , ,;.. , .,~ 111udi wo long lur rec.:c:,:, ba:.1:­
il ,\ ~ tult: (Jj) ht-lpt.-d ~el her apart 
,m the thn>e Klfb ~,u1 Ulear tiwck 
11:c.. 

Thi• :i4."hool lo:.1 four pupils rec1•111ly 
·,. ·1, 11.t• 1· dly \ 1J<k1 1.111111;. Olu\1'11 lo 
• ,., ;\I I'>. \' OOtr b !'lill·i1·:-. :u~kr. Th.it 
ll :.i~ pup1Ls and six 1~rade.s. all cruJdJ·l'n 

1ll,:1: Allilcr : h.i. MalUe, AJvm, l>ora. 
, ,,;, .,,.d ,\Utt Jr. 1'hll fanuJy bw:i J~l 
; w.,llk~lJWl. 

··w,,·re real 11·eu lwtisfied with Sara ~ 
ll0 i1dll'r, c,nJy v.,c uo \\1:,n Ult."rc were 
11,•r ,·tuJJn-n... i.aJd ~tr father. ~·f 
)uW.u'l be &UW lo pul my ciuJdren or 
;_, 1,ihcr Auu:JI up~ lbose edu• 
i~IUWWQ.• 

•~11rrouuding1J nut ,-;uuJ' 
M ,1wr :, ObJct·Uuu.s lO public schools 
C • IMJlh on "~ Uky would be laugtil 
,1 '411Jl lhcy woµltlii"L II<!," Ile :.Jlil. He-

in,, l,1< k uf rt-hl:••Ju~ 1 r JUW•~ l11.: 

1,1 ii,-· l :u iJ1 tll "Ouk.I t,c :;ubJcclt'li to . 
.,, 1, l,· ... ll ,llll,,'> a:..s.:x -,,Id c1iulullo1L" 

;,.:./ H.11 .~Jffuund111;,•; ,,t lhe puhilr 
l .. i•,~, "' c laul bl..ud.'' i.: l'u11ltnucu. "Ot:r 
,1;,_,. a11u b4f,4: are v,b.&L d11a1n.·n nci.-d 
•:-l I 

I 1 • lj1l111c·• S.tu bd.ki she h;,s 1-.0 dl:-.d-
,l ,1, L\ :> Ill dll . l,, • ~- U -.. • H,tl L:• 

· .• •· ; . ,· i• i1fllt:1I o.l i,u111c ioll<l ll,..:111,ul 
: ' t. l ·,·. i ... t •. I! .. J it .... t, I i. L,.) 

.::>;,t:(J "~ v..u .:nL> .. ,ll! .... 1,uui ... 1.1.c, 
J.k(l her mo&ber. 

•·f ,• : rr• · .. • · · .. , . .. , .. .., : 

buyer refuses lo e,eU. · 
JJmc:i, svobod.t or IMvidero, who 

ra~ more lban $800 ln a slate fund 
drive 111 behalf of lhe Anush, sauJ the new 

. owner lurn1.-d down a telephoned opt:n­
cud otll'r for Ute vehicle. Hoy !'.Ider. '1 
Pawnee l:lly grocer. paid $4:!0 for ll\e 
buggy al the December aud101L 

"I told Nidt-r we would pay a fait price, 
includtng some for tus wconvemenre, but 
be n•plll.'d lhal he dldn'l ut'ed the 
muucy," :..mJ svoboua. "'icl I'm hopduJ 
Ill! 11, ill rcl'u1L,1tkr. Thal lluggy LS U1c n ·ry 
!i}'lllbol or a -IIIO·)'ear--0ld cullun·. " 

N1licr, who commuLcs lo the ~occry 
from ncitfby Axlcll, Kam.. loW a rcpc,rler 
ha bought the buoo "for my O\\U rea­
soic;." II~ declmed further commcnl e~­
Ct!pl lOioy he was nusquolcd u1 a K,rnsas 
l'lly artlclc 1l&.1l rq,url,-o he uui;M re­
turn lbc vetucle lo il!i ort~aal owner. 

-· · Second 1bou~h1Ji . 
• · Thal owner. At.Jee Miller, vowed I.c,t 
moolll that he woUld leave lhe <"ommu­
ruly alter 1';1w111't• r,,unt y ault,01 Ilk:, 

:.1:111-,I Ille ltUi-:,;) i!llll ~lli!i lruJH ii d,c,·k-
111~ .iccuwu to pay a pi li11c. ,\ cuurl a1>­
ptial ran lbe lolal lo f.,rlll after the Amc.h 
filUk·r ol I I. f11wd lor !-it:u,tw;; lu.:; duh.JJ'l"II 

lo JII ,\111t:.h :;c.:hool IIIJL h.it..1 a 11u11-<:e111-
f1L1i te;al'l,cr. :;.ml IL wouhl \ 1ol,11t- h::; 
pru1t:1pk:i lo pay the fi111:. 

M1U1.-r ltild a rt'jlUrlcr Thursd.iy hi! has 
rcl·, 1 H'll :.ud1 ~upfi<in U1al b1.: lki.:> .:,u uuJ 
lh1,uglll.-'> JOul.ll lllUV uig. 

" l.ks1dc:.. lu~ of lcllcr:;. Y<o've t.Jd 
w,1Lor:, frum as I.tr away <1.'i lla:,tiug:; 
and lirand J:J.ind who c;.11111 to g.i\c l"II· 

('OUf.i!;CIIICIII," !>iiUl t,flilcr. -12. ·-;\ml 1111);,I 

u( u -.i~ n,mmu1.i1) h n·.,.l 1.-,,·11.:i} I 
l:u,·:.;, "'L' l .ill Ji\,\ J):, t,d JIIUlliCI l.iubb) . -
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. 4: , I • -♦ "I ••• '=-1 . • • ~WA~-~~'E .: .. ~ ..... ~: ,:, _. . '',ti. -, : ·"-:~.- ~, 

i,!, 1 ,;•( ~- .-. :-..--.:: ·,;, ... "~· ~-~~:,~:"~' :-. - "" ~-- . . "' .. -,,. , . . . . .. . 
., .:, . -,. .,._,- --.: :~- -~,;~ . ! - 'i 

;!ff :; \ . . . -: . .:. t ·• , • .. " " .· , ·~._,., ...... 
~ . , : .. ' ·. : l. _, · •• , · _ • •. I·~~. 

. ••, , ... ..... : .. . ~-.-~ 1-· ...... .. · . ' . ,r • .• -&; • '' )~ \ : _ ~ -1• .._ ;\ 
·~ · . ., . ... t. _ f' - ·.c ,- · c::,~-',t' . •.. -·• - . . .. _. .. , , . . ·' 

'• -.. ·. -~: -i ··:·~r:;r:-: _J . -~-- '. ~·:·•~ . \ :'\.. / . ·~tt :!,.·r~' .. ·, .. 
Two lillggies are parked in the yard al lbe Cbns ~er h~u:;e. · 1 

~-i:(·j.; 
• ·f ' .. .- ,· ., , .. . . . • ' ~ ·~ . ~ 

the U.S. !-iupremc Co.url ''f'he Pennsytva• _ "We 11ow
1

clamp lhe box ·m pl.ice evl!fy,. • 
nia-oosctJ NalionaJ CommJllet ror the • day before the mail. ,'Omes illld ~e. ll ,__ : 

. ·. Preservation of lhc Anush Rellgi4)(1. will ·; down . afLerw-4ICl.• a.ud 'M"" _ lliJJer:: .. i 
, ~ defo1J(J lbe Nebraska famlliea lhroug)\ .. '."l'hal!s be~ ~ haviq Lo ~y P,e~ .J 

11;1l11J11;, II) l,.110\\ n .illurucy William Ball · unl':i." · - · · · · 
,\ill ,11u,:n .\lilh·r 1:- Ulll'l:i"l,11n ,1,l,L'lltcr 

lo 1110H\ auullwr of~ !ilX re:,11lent liillll· 
hes <ll'fuulcly ha:; dccKkd lo pull oul. The 
Chn~ \f tilt-rs, "llu l>ouhhl a 17-ac.:ri, '"rn-
11., ,·.1111'11t lr;.ic.:l'' \H::,l ui LO>\'ll l..c;L Man.:n, 
.,n• u111·1•rli1III ouly .tboul dale illllt tk~U· 
11.iuou. . 

( )ne uf lead1eri; 
'f11c1r 17-}1.:.ir·ulu il.lut.hU-r. Sara, Iii unt 

ol two leachl'rs chargt!d wilt\ t.: .. t·hu1i; 
. 1,1,1Lhoul if ct:rt1f1cau:. Their bc.tnug:i 
probably wiU bt! l11net.1 Wllh lhc four ra­
U1ns' ra:.c:.. 

Tb.tl wcldenl was an exception, how­
cwr. The faulilie;i ~Y lt1t'y ~entrally 
ba\e l:it!cn welJ•ll"l.!al.;q iu the lbrL'C years -­
~:J 1l'L' U • .: .\Li~ Mill.:1-s allLl l,.e,·1 'l°r0),ir:. 
rnovt:d hl're frum Otiiu. 11ie olhcrti ful- . 
l,.111, t.:,cl frc.,111 U,al w.tle end Jowa · '. I 

. • .. j 

The mum \l~wctl prole!.1 .i~in:;t lhl' • f 
,\nu.-.tt .. sin;.Jl, ~~r~ fd ilii~.iring u1 ' 
U',u llt'iilm.:e U;u1y l>l&ll and 1-'..i.wnL'C He, , 

. jJU!JIU.';ul. w,111· IIOl 111.roogly wordiMl/H& 
lari.-d farmer Elwi Doyel l01d a rcporwr 
ht! ~JS the lone 1!)0fl.SOr, bul he e:>1t111a1ed · •• 
U-wl • .. °"'ul ~ parc.:Ql. of lhe rural peop~. 

· l.cre ~e Lhe liiilllt! fee~" . ' -

Kct!p lo lhemeclv~ 

··u Ui11°l a Chnsltan way of lifo lo hdve 
lll 11 ,>-l 11J •. . 11.1.,:· ~Ill_ !:iaru·s 111ulh1·, , • 

,\'11, dNanll)' relull-d w ~ Allee 
M 11lc1 :... ··II:. get wig 11i11 u Lo IUIII u .. ~ 

-~UO, W, ijijle,; .~lhcr ~~ but al k:~ YI'&; don'L ~ , ~ow l!lLCCU4ye Wil:~Luc c,r l'6'Wlll,'1l Vil; 
'lage. a retirement center, Dov~l,&ajQ hi:i .. 
-mam ob~ci.ioa bl thal OW Alrl!Ah .. bve 

:iince .U¥tbuggy apparently woo't ~ :_; · _· back.'' . ~ . 
r.-~'!'~~.- 51.•o~· !?!!!:"! ~~ ·::~•~ t-; (l~•- ~ ... ~=~·~•"~ ~ ..... ,. , .... ~ ~:--: ''""'/" !~~ ~·-~••: 



--· •• __ , ....... , ............ '"'' ..... "l'"ll . ILUllll~IUl'rv.cwowapaya1au-pncc. 1 . ... .,.•,'< :, ::,,f'• ·•· , ., .; ·~- ' ' 1 .. , . t.' : ~~ ........ t\ ,. 
" j ., ' ·· · ~ ' ' r. 'I ,. ... ...,.. • ' 

(rom J))~ tbn,'e girl'> Wllh lheir l!lad, 1.:11:luit111,: !>OlllC I,,, I!.!., Ull'Oll\'l' ILH' lll.: t: , l>L:l , . ,1 ,._ :' r )•, ~,:~ :'.v ',. ,: ;!',,; ; :; , .. '', . •; . · J.. ·~\~~---,.., 
\ ~ 1•~ ~ • • · • · · , -,1· 1 r · • • ~ .ii:.W-•11' • 

· h l , I , 1~ "' , i . ) l ' 't , ·" •' .. . ,o,',L: f, l,,,s' · , ., 
( .'i.l~ e rcpku lh:1I l,, . UIGa'L lln:11 lhc I , J . ...... .-... ·,: ,:!.:;.;!•1 . : , ,•. •: •1" •"''' .. :'.'· . .... . ,,..f: . • · 

,, • lfl.,- -~ , \ ~ •• t, ..... ~&. II J, , • , r • -

. . money, s.i1d~voho<la ... Yctl'li1hopcful 
1 
. . )11' ~{ · : ~· ·:·•'(' .'-~,;i,• . ,~·. ;1·•'•·.~i,\..._._._ · .. ::~::- . . . ,.--\, .. · :__ 

• • • • ·'. ,'"\ " • • • I - f- ~ .. ,-.... . t .. . .' ~,, l >--.-...11t.---~ 
1 he tie~l los~ lour pupils men Uy he will reconsider. 'l'hal buggy is lhl! very . ·. i/ - · .. : -... -. ..:..~rJ~\ '/, ., ' -.J, _, .• \.~,.f: ·'- · ~ ~~-~ -- .•• ,- ... ·. 

\\~n lbe t,elly \ oder_ filn,uly_ move~ lo symbol ola 400-year-old culture." r',~ f.. ·•._.I;~-V. ,7:~ .. ..,~~-'.,:~-:-•~.._~ 
!0 as. Mr3:- Yoder _b sara s S1Ster. 1hat- Ntder, wbo commuws lo I.he grocery l!JI_. :;lll:,_.. - , .,,~ ·f ._,, : ; , . . °'-·-•• ..._ . · · ' > \ .- . • ·• "' 
1tlt six pupils a_nd S1X gr.lde_s. all chlldreo from nearby Axtell. KwL, told a reporter . ~ : ._,;. :.~:~' ·t.~jmff.;.~~ ~-:; -·.: · .· - . :>,t,,,: , •. ~-~~ • .~ ... 
,ir '.\llc_i: Maller . Iva, ~allac, Alvu1, Uora. he bought lhe buggy ••for my own rea: , • ··:-~·.;_ !''It·_•-.-:"~~-...:. •·, 41, 1 ~ < . · --_:-~~~ : . .'.. · >;',, :~. ; • 
. , .. rnb an<l Allt!e Jr.1bc f,muly hveliJu:il ~" fie declined fwther commcnl •x t\i;) 1• " ;;,,~,.: •• , .. ' .. ·• ~, •• ,.,., _ ..;_ ·' • • •• ' "" 1 • ' · arru:.:.lbei;ection. , . . . , "'·. . 1.;:•t'rl~

1
.J ,;,1,1,.;..~ ., •. '.Jo'L'1~tl,_··,; .. v- . ~:- ,-~· '-~< , ~~ · · ·,-, .•, . . 

1 - " 1 • • (A!pl to sa~ be ~as ~!:iquoted 1J1 a ~ansas . ' ., ·, ,Two buggies _are parked in the yard al the Chrb Miller house.. ' • 1.':,_. , . 

"We're real well satisfied wilh Sa= as Caty art.lclt: lhal reported be nughl re- .... -.· ,,~ I •, . . I ;;.'\ . . I . . f ' ; • '··1-
• " lUrll I.be vehicle to 11.s or1gwal owner · · · a teacher, only w~ do wish lhere were · . lhe U.S. Supreme Court.'·'fhe Pe~ytva- MWe now clamp lhe box in place every-I!,\ 

olher chlldren," saad Uleir fal11er. ;I Second though a. ·. 11la-basL'tl National Comm1ll~ ror the day before the mall comes a~d l..lke ll .. , 
"'ou.ldu'l be alrilld lo p1,1l my ctuldren or . 1. 'nlal owner, Allee Miller, vowed la:.t ·. Preservation of lhc Amish Religwfl, wall down . afterward." said 'Mrs. Miller.· ~ 
.triy o~r Aml:ib up ;&ga.w.1 lbo~ ed~· mooUI that he woWd leave lhe commu- , , defend Ule Nebraska, famllie:. lhrough ""l'b.tl!s bel~r lha.Q.. llaving lo buy new . '~ 
l'.tkd w loWIL" · . nily aflt'r Pawnee County authorities lli!lionaUy k110wn all?rne~ Wllliam Ball · QQei." ,, . .IJ 

seii.ed lhe buggy and $169 rrom a check- Allhough Miller as uncertain whether . . . .. . , . . •. 'Surroundiog11 not goo4' 
Mliler"5 objections lo publlc schools 

;.ire -001h on w!Jal they would be laugt11 
Jltd v.n~l lhey v.ouhln'I lie," t,l' SJ11.l. Be­
:-.1<lt·s ll'M= lack or rcl!gaous trauWlg. he 
.;,111. lhc du.lurcu lilOUld l,c :,UlijcClCd lo . 

··)Lil'I• lcactunw, iiS ~x and cvulution." 

-J u...-t Ole surroundings or the public 
hoob i&l'C IIOl good," be COlllllluel.l. "Dis-

1 ;puie and B&bie are wbal children need 
J,_.1.,l.'' 

l1l:>(·apluie? S:ara said she has no disc1-
1'WIC µ, ui.licm:; ill all "bt!Ci.llJ:it! lhal IS 

:.01Qdruog leame4 al home and lhcn pul 
anto practice al school" Hard work ls 
SU'C~ by parents and' liCbool alike, 
;,,lua.'ti her mother. 

"l.1·ar.w1g lo do a ~•ttiJ Ila}'~ work IS 

11,Lt, 11 111ure unportanl than auyUu.ng a ·· 
1,uy ma~hl le'4fll in lugti school," i.aad Mrs. 
:11.:1.-r. --uu.r pt:oplc .. L-;o .ire taught lu 
.. "',. for vlilcrs au.d fur :,alislact1011, not 
I'• I (or IIJ~." 

J 1,c molbt!r • . more out.spoken than 
,,,u:1• of lbe other ~llkrs. scoHed al lhe 
, :;s 1~·r t·crttftrnuun rcqwrcml'nL 

· i liL·rt'·:. a J;Hnen<'c bdween bcmg 
,·t luwd and quiilif1l>d," :.he s.tld "S1>mc­

_,111ll/ s;ud lhal (or u:; lu have it ccrt1ht'd 
, .. , li1·r ... ould bu Wu: a ('aUJol!c tcadw1i; 
, I ~~ t li:">i , · lU~~::,. ~• ·b•,nl.' ' 

·• 

in . l , , •'lrl f \ lo move anolbcr or the su resident r,mu- Th.al mc1denl was an excepuon. bow- • 
g accoun to pay a - me. , court ap- • . The f· mw . .. lbe Uy 

peal ran lhc total to S;i~ aflt>r tile A~h lies definitely has decided lo pull out. The e~er. ~ e~ :.ay Y gener~ . , 
faUit:r 01 II, h11L'd lor :.cndiug tus cluldrcn Chns Milll!r.;, who bought a 17-acre "re- h.,n _e ~n Wl!ll•treal~ ~ Uae lllr~ _yea~ 
Lo an Anu.:,h Sl'hool thal had a non-<-crli- llreµuinl lracl" west or town lasl Marl'h, :,uu~h~ All7 Mill~~ a~~iva:~Y~~ 
hL'd lcachcr. said it wouJtJ \tolalc lus arc u111:erlam only about IJ.ilc and dc:.ll- :o'oo r cre~om_ _0~ 

1 
_ut rs 

0 

pru1l'1plcs lo pay U1e (iii.!. 11auu11. ~ rom 1 slate ill owa. 
Miller luld a rc1ioncr Thursday he 11:.i:. (• · f 

1 
I .. ue o c.a,: 1cri, 

rec1:1ved l>Ul'b ~upport lhal he has second . . . 
though~ about mov~. Theu- 17-year-old daughter. Sara. as one 

"licsidcs Jot:; of lellcrs, wo've had or two ll!achcrs charg~ Wtlh leal'hiug 
visitor:. from as rar away as lla.stmgs w1thuul i1 . ccrllhcalc. Their heanng:; 
and Craud LsiaJ1d who came 10 gi~e en- probaply wall be Urned with the fuur ra-
couragemeul," sa.ad Miller. 42. '"And mol>t lhcrs' _ca:;cs. _ . . 
or Uus commwu1y IS real fn~mUy. I "ll LSll'l a Chnsllan way of We lo have 
gu~ we caa always get. another buggy." · lo fight like I.hi:;," said Sara's mother,• 

Ada, dt:,tanUy _TClaled lo lhe . AUee 

i500 ao l\liller 
Since the buf'JO' appan,nllv won't tx~ 

rcwii!Ublll:t!, :,,ulluu.t :..uu, ~ . will be 
gi~cn lo Miller Lu bt-ip purd1a.-.c a re­
pl,Kemeul. The bal.i1we of the fund will 
Le U.'>t·,l Lo 111-11-:it! Miller an,1 1t.rc:i:: ol.ht:r 
An~h f,,1lit·1~ ill a.uuU1i.:r ~ourt aclJou 
uc.>,l IUOIIUL 

~hlln, l.t•vt 1'ruyn, l''l•lly Yud,:r ;,11.t 
Ho1JU111 Uo111uegcr face nu:.demeanor: 
chilrgc~ of vtotaung fOmpubory lictlool­
.1t1cnda11'-·c la"'li - llac ~iiUTU! ofku.:.t! 
11.hJt·11 brought Miller's first fine. L'uunly 
(:uu11 hl·anni:;:; lt>nlalndy are :.d1a.luk.'d 
fur Man·,, :11 -,\1,nl 'L 

Tbc l'hurl'h vs. ~l.itt- 1mphcat>01L'i are 
almu.sl ('t·J1.tUI to t..,i.,' !tit• 11, .. lli-i' 1-.J Ille 

~Cu,~ ::,1,~l'CUIC I...UtJH iillU pll:i:>11.11) 

,. .. ·~- ~ 

. ,.~;. 

Millers. "ll's getUng bard- lo tum lhe 
.. ulher cheek, but al li:llSl we '1on'l 1>tnk.e 
li;,l'k." 

Ouc daughler and son-m-law, l~ Felty 
Yodl'rs. alrc,,uy have lcfl for Teci.-; ~ 
L'ausc of tnP lt:n:.1on. The Chns MillL-rs 
havt: 1une 0Lnc1 1:1amL'd thilUJ·cn u1 van­
ous slates. 

llWe v.:cl'c hoping that some of 1111! 
ol11crs wuuld :;eUl11 here, j)ul nut now," . 
co11lm11L'i.1 lbe hOIJli(!Wl(t; in her nud-5&. . 
"Thl'lc arc many otbcr place~ ~here 011r 

pt.'Oplc c,111 have ll)t!!r sl'11oob ill pcat:c." 

EKCt'pl fur the court cases, lhe mru;l 
scnous prolesl agaaru,1 lbe i\1Clbh was 
lhc kuol'kmg duwn or (our ranulai:s' rural 
mailbo\c:i III Occembcr. The 0111: llcloug­
u,b l,u lhc uu i.:, ,\lilicr:. l:itcl' Wii:> :.luicu. 

The most vocal protest against lhc"! 
Anu.sll. a small, w1S1g1ll'd ad awcaruig Ill t 
lhe l1ealnl'C UiUly SWl and l!iiWn~ IU!­
pul.weaa, Wa:i not i.trongly worded.~Hc­
lirL'C1 farmer l!:llis Dovel lold a reporter. . 
he was the lone 1pon:;or, but be estimated 1 

thal "about 11.'i percent of lhe rura! people 
befe share lbe liitJDe feelinma,n ,' . . I - .• · ·· \ . • ·.. . •. I • •. 

Ke~p to th~tv,11 ·· ··. · · ; 
. 1 

r-.ow executive director or Pawnee Vil- ' 
lage, ii ret&rcmtllt l'Cllll!r, l)u\l'I "'41J I~ 
UjQUI ooJecUun 1:,1 lbal the AuWih ~hve 
u:ry much lo tbcmselves aod wlil a.ever 
brt-ome a rea.l p.irt <if the commwuty." 
AbJ. f.irmcns re~nl UicLr compcli11J for 
L.t1;J aml mcrcl~llS lt'd tl,rcalcnl'd IJC· 

c:aulit: LiMly b41y nu care or other modertl · .: 
cuuveruence:i, . ·• •• _. .. · • · · ~ . , ,.j 

. ' .. . . . 
'"I (t!el flO b1Ue~ IOWard ~m. ju:1l •' I 

WbJppu111lmt:nl," Uovc1 <.·ont111u~-tl. "'I'd 
t:,cu w)' th.;y h.1vc II r~lil lu lhcU' own t 
i.choolll, bul 'l')l if CXbt1ng I.a-.:; lw,.: to 11 

, be ch.&n~ed lo acconunodatc them. . 
-'l'tk!y'1-e a Goo-fearing people and yoia 1 

·. 

don't have lo worry about lhem i;tealJD~ . · 
) rt ,f 11l.:·y chan~e the commwlily they've 
ta.en ll0mclhu1g m lhal -.ay." 

•, 
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Iowa says its 23 Amish,schools 
ca11 use non-certified teachers· 

·Dl•;s MO!:'-.E.S, Iowa (AP) - &tm score above lhe I01.h or . ~boo.~l~\1t~•watd.:,hey 
'lbe·~owe Oep1mment·or Pµtr 70th per,;enUle ~on the basic ~ ~ -11mrat1ory _prog­
·llc .Jnstrucliop Wedn•y -•~- : 1ft1.s. Ms, Munro sa1d. That re&\i anl.Abe bas>C !ikflls ~ ·- . 
lhomed 23 Amish echools ,_t.o . means they perf~med ~uer Tbc publlc .~ .WC'b addi• 
-a,nUnue - using non-cerW'ied _; than eo percent or ro percent or Uonal 1JuJWs that are· important 
leacbers. . ; I\ ~ . 1hose lalwlg lhe tests. . . . to UK- qlllltty o{ lfe as v.e lead 

. '?'he au!.hori1.a11on continues . ""I'M not saying their schools. It. and thli. Iowa '!bt does not 
-until nc);t year an exemplion • ar4! .as. ~oocl .as the_ .PtJbbc • forlhkl""' -4: . 
from .lhe .s:.-h,:lol.s:.andards law. . · · • • . 1 

:, ;· •• • ·.· • 

l ~h:n~~mJ~io~:~nn:~-~-P~l{)lle~ -~~t), tr:_~~lput off. 
since 196E.. - . ' ·• · ·,·-~ · ,,,. · · · · · .. .. _. · ' · · · • · · · · · ' · · 

~- Department ; . el~rl)en!My,!..'i,i Am.ish educat,an, case :: .. 
i Hiucation Mn.,;ultant Edilh .· ".. · · ,. .r: · · • ·-' , :, .. · 

f!l!:.r.ro lol<l !,he DPI board ·Ula(/ ·; PAWNEE CITY {AP) - ~ . -~.'A. niw inardate.,,"'ill be:-.et, : 
hhe-524 children in the Amisfl ·,. tii,al to decide whet.ber .lwo 'when the briefs are :-ecei,•ed ., 
I schoo1s_ ~11re ~g satisrac- ,~-; Amish .families in :Nebraska by the court. the attorneysud. 
' l ory progress as measured ~- l · can continue educating their ' .The· Le .. ,.,_:, ' . nA A"= . 
,.tile lowa Test ofBasic Skills. · --:,-; ·Children with 11 pnvate tutor . Vl uu)er 811"' ~ ,_ 
V "The)' dG very \\ell on these· · •has been pM.pont'd.-. - · , Miller famllies could fa~ ma~- ~­
t t~sL"-." -sa.Jd Ms. Munro. "The ·: It was to sta:1 Friday in lm~ -rrusdemearur, pe.~ , · 
; sc-r;ool.s ' emphasize , study .• Pawnee County Court. but one o~SSOO. three mon1.bs J.rn~L~n• . . 
_habits. quality of \\Ork and fin- · or the lawyers inYolved_m the ment_ oribolh 11.n~ • ~ ,., ~ _ 
•~h1:ig _your work. They .are case said Tues:iay a "legal bra.ska law ~f[ecti\'1! this • ~- · 

, 1. ; . ( l - . , ""~~ . ..... " Thett \s no1nimmUin tme . .• 
i m,, r-ing &au~ a<: o:-~ '?iOgttSS t1uest1on · i= anse.n - su.,. · , . , t - : .. , , . , · .'; 
: lorthe _\ype or life they lead." ::;;_, mission or 1ddlt1onal ~fs is The t wt> wnllies tav~ ~ tota.J • 
· · Man_y •. of cne MU&h ,YDIIDI: ,'. DeCffSlry . .. ; , - 'i ./'.; ' .. .. · · of18ctlildreL ·• . ·-: . -· -~ • . . 
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,"C.1r f r. : .-, ·: .c::-:~ :nr!r :'::.d:-1::: :u 
Sl.dte- . : ;,. • . .. --.J :-ct;.:,..,;s. ( .. ,,: L. :n: iy 
lloft JI; , .::-" • :1 . The A!!ee !,::·1e:-s ~:-,d 
thl' I , ·:1 rrwers. rr:-r.:i :· •:c. The 
Rom;, · H. · · :rri:ers, n:-:o:::,·:- .A.r.:,sh 
f:imi!y. :T . ·-J :n from V. i~, ?~:n. 

J..aq \'. .. . r-":-n1n-r"•· :-. .. :1 :•:- :· -.d 
Tro)'t•:, · . ch:irpt.J ::1 d15:··.n rI.,:rt 
with \ ": .::g ,.._.vt ,r.i~L!-~ s ,:-;,._._iJ 
l.iws. 

- P.11, :. :'<' : OL;nty A::::r:wy L. .::oe 
Stehl1, .. " :, filed the ~-~.t. ,,·~o 
nam-_·c I.::-· :rcgt•r's w:ff: . i.!:irb •. · .:i, 
fer le.,·'•.! · 11,~thot.:1 (J !\•:~:-:•. :,:: (· •·. 
t1!iu : :· , r :-•vr.r.:t ~ht• ,,._,·h ,·~ 16 
J.'i-ii~! , ( ::• .. ·~·n :n .i f:.,:.g•. ~:ta,:.,•d 
t, t hl· i" ·,:· · · ,:grr hen::•·. 

1,j;,; : ! u 1 1 h it> m :. !: :'. . r, aw :· !.' e 
f1,ur,:·.-· sr! . ,.,i f,.Jf)('r!r:!e,.:'·. ·;:, ~ d 
t !:e A :: .·oh -: :1ilcren ~-:,:·11 :· tie .r. !· 
t;:,g ~:-- .... J< .. ~i.i!t: L·c.!:..ic.:.i!;U':_ ··:·...1r t! ..... :r 
p .. :-pr•· • · , :. for u~ I cu:- !t·; 1," . 

~he .. -ic: 'le schoc,I :0• \ 1: ·:n !r.c 
b\\11•: '.>· · c .s tric: .,:-.~ :: ... ~,·. 1 
\\ : ; :::• 

1
• :· -:" · \ \ ::ichievt:1,c:1: 1, :-~, 

1~! ... ?:.. T: . -·~...:;~:-: sa1C the .:\~·.: .:- ~ 
cJ1ildr: ·, :::.:o! ·,eJr is :', d~::s 
~J.•,r.t · ,.. ,, re<;~trL•d fn: '<: b~::·:· 
.. ... ;:1.l .. ·. !•·- . .. ;s. Doy~ 1;,.n·.c l ; f- .- ;. 
~·-:;u.:- ... 1.·:· :--- ::Y arr: d::::: :~~: ~ t ~·~·-:-.·. 
c::::.s~·=~ ! · · ~-.-: p· pick cor:-: i:: :.:,e. f., :J 
:.:,d p:.:.-. :. ~--!:ls in the s;:-r;;;,'.. 1 'F .. •, 
:' •' n,c. · :-:.:·< p..--ople hJve .:.:cept•~j 
::•~'m ... : ~-=:. .:-.~i d. 

: ;ri~- · - · ~~id there is •· ;:J qu, ·~-
l ;:. ·:.< . ·-the efftetivc·'.,os o! 
;.:•1is~ ... ---·. -::-.:1. . 

"TI-, •.·. ~-- .- schools bcfor<: !'it' g,·:-
10;1:ner:. r .. ,j ~chools," hE- :,_;d, i::.~1d 
··:11s'· L' ·• .. naretau/!" ,···spi-:.: ,,;, 

;: ::g1i~r,."~:;.;nan and P~;1;~; Jn.1~;; 3 
lJJtcr, . Tr,t·-.· learn "p:i:;er.ce a0 ,d 
l<indn(·-~. c:x,pi:ration r'.:lttwr t!-.:.:n 
C'J:T'f.'<.'l :::v,: consensus . ru:.i:c~ thn:1 
iridivic-.:.J : ;~·:n. A 12-yeur-o!d Am :sh 
r:• :--1 C...L ,,) · a meal for JO Lhr<-'}hcrs. 
Jic-r n-. :,! ~er tJughl her.' ' 

W1li1:!:n ~·:iompson, p-.ibi1~her . of 
n~~ P.'.ll ~ : e(• ~ep\.:blica_n :.r.d b: nir.e 
),:.:in, :. :rn·,:, tier or the P..;w1i,:..:! Ci ty 
schoc,I lw~ .. believes tht· Amish 
v"oc. 1 

, ':it. · be Gllowt.>d to o:,crate. "B~t ; t:· .,. ~-:-Dmtnorlty\i£'11. on the 
bo;,rd .. ..... .. -pson said. JI ;;- i-;,ij hf ·6 
fl;,( tot;, ~.'~ ;·Ind the Am 11': ;, :1:,1 11011, 
butsu;-,;- ,t, 1hcmonprincti~ . 
· Sino: '.he· ·•Jor.g-esuih;::;h t'<! cul : 
ture" r-1 : ,1( .A.mlsh i~ recoF.:Z(:'d t>y 
,._--,,ne r,·· -·· r :: : ales, 1'ebr&s i.1, ~!,Juld ­
r1J..:l II w~ ·: \ !.• let Lhe:n o;,erJ:! the ir 
o•,1.-:, sc i-..-,;, :!'.'IC their own society, " i\e 
~id · .. · ' : 

Cn t~,'- c~l-.·. ~ hrrnd, TI1c:r:-:p~,,r, Sa. ic . 
... ·,-,r• ., . .. r·r•.· thev'd fee:: : f d farmer 
'.(,.~- ~ .. ~: i t:~;ughi his C'.l~!, ·:-:-:s in:o 
l.': A . ..:!'-· ,, -munity.'' 

S,th'. ;_ ;;, : ·1n<>d to be ir.te:. ,t\li•:c. 
Bc?T · , , ~ dc-cl inerl to a::,wt~ a rt­

·xi:it' r' E. ,:·'.!· .. iions o~ ~rr.,:• ~r.0:t-: 
·;r::p!;~ : · t•_ taken on t.is ,,~,t't,l) :. 

· ··; !)l· F" a,: · L . .;·· :-=: ~- • 
''-' '' rt U1Jt ::·.•:;r ~···; .: .. ~- · ··t : " 

i·h,;;,. from com; .. ,J:" •: . ·• ~ -,_;. _, ,;:;1 
SJ id. . . h 

HL" said therr• i5 n,, way ti..: .~.rn ;~ , 
lt>.ichrr~ could qu:1 ,1 fy for t · ·,11f1c;.i­
t1011 in !\'l'br:isk:1 hl'CaUSl' t:,c ir n /1 -

l 

t i 
) 

.\ . / ' · I - I \ 

Mrs. llilcm.:inn ThompS(in . 

E:1 0U S brltc·'s :fj('f! SC'';·••'.'l:,r-, r hL?',n_~ 
the eighth p.,dv. Tnl' A;J",IS .. b, lll\t 
h,ghC'r rduc.-,: , :·.11i , •Xi•<,~•:!, :.i p,·: ~<111 1.'! 
"sCil'r ;ti f lC per ., :i; I,, ;.:.JI :J :-:~,)!iill'!> 
.i;id 01 :1er ('J(•ni er. · ~ t•:' '· 11·cr: L!: 11wt:~," 
v.!11chthe\'rt'J t'C!, !i; ~:::d . 

Undhuim . ..i Lut::'.'rn:: m in: stcr, 
said tw co.i:ct nr:;: ;,-;.~h Am i:.h s:u­
d'c'nts brc:!l; ,v c,i h.~ ed..;~:.!:::ir.. ''l 
would nN he· th'.' : .i,:ht c:.ar.wle. I 
wuuld t.:nde~::1;nr 1:.-.:. r bc :,e:s,''. lll: 
s:::d. . . .., 

The Am i<:') h:,w S(:h ·~ :s :ri .] 

st.lll·s, L i:-,~ :. 1 : ::--;: s:..:.;~. ~nd :mor;g 
them ur. :y ~;._ :; ~;. , k.,, Jo....- .:: n:1d s:x 
others rr'i.:irt· p:;rocr,; ::I _!ch(•0 ; 

tc.::ichers tc, b· Cf:'r::f1cc.l. J.- ,,r:. :·owtv­
er, m:.1kes r: r~,sribk :o c:'.l:J::: :in ex­
emnti0ne:ic 1, \'1•:1r. 

~\rs . (,a::~: ,:,,_.; i s:-;1 d ~h·: ,,. :: ;.. \l 10< ,k 
at tc.1chinp L .. f"-'fli.•;;cl ;;:-:c: ,L•;;g;nus 
1ra1nin;., in n: ,'.:. n;· 1hv c..;:.::r 1c.:;t_1ons 
of an Am ish tc:.,llcr. L:.;t ~~e ind 1- • 
catc>d the (\m :~;t; ~choc,i 11,c,~!c not rc·­
crive specinl cnn : 1dcr:it1n:1, :ind shc­
would follow the law cJu!,l'ly ir. we1gh­
inl'.! irs nppl irnw,n. 

};We would be sett ing a prccr-
drnt," 5he ohserved . . 

The Amish controwrsy bc·.;:in in 
·P;,,1wnC'C' Cm:1:y short lv ar:L'r three 
Amish fnmi llt·s fro:n Ohio 1110,,·ed to 
farms n<·ar PawnL-c C;ty D~'>jl 3'::i 
\'l.·,1rs ngo .ind dn•w !!:H.'S tiie first 
\'L'ar for not sc-nj1::r 1h 1·: ~ chtldrcn _to 
state-arrro\·t:d ~.::h1<Jls One fa nu ly 
ldt Ncbrask.i. Thl' Atk·_ ',1Illt.:rs and 
the u:>vi Tro:,e:-s re:-:. amed. The 
Rom:in Borntrcgers . :inother Amish 

· family, moved in lrorn Wis~?~~in . 
Last May, Bointrl·ger, :..:,1•:r and 

Troyer were chargt-<! m d1str1ct court 
with violating Nebraska's school 
Jaws. 

P.:i11,71ec Cou:iiy Attorney . L. Joe 
Stehlik who f!led the su:t, also -· 
named, Born:n-g~r·s wife, I3arbJru, 
for te.iching wit but a Nehr:;skil cer• 
tilic:ate or prrrr.1t. Sht> te:icht'S 16 
Amish children in a f :i rafe at:.ichcd_ 
to the Bomtregrr house . 

Marjorie Thiemann, P.iwnee 
. Cour,ty school superintendent, said ) 

the Amii.h children seem to Le g<'_t­
tin;. :in adl:(}uatt' c>duc.11ion • :~or the tr 
purpo~cs. es far ns J cun tell .. . · 

She &:lid the school is w11hin the 
Pawnee City district nnd they soon 
\\ill Lake n<'W achit•vt·mL•nt wsr s. · , 

Mrs. Thiemann said the Anmh 
children ·~ schv0I ye;,r is 25 d:i ::s 
!'.honrr th.!n ,,. r •.:.:i~irc:c fur '.,('biJ~· 
~ . ., ..., .,\-,1;, . • ,.1 .• -, 1,.. t tl'"'l•• c- ,r ,~, r, . ... ~l-,•h 

State ~king 
School Accord 
\\1ithAmish 

C- Crintinuc-d from P.igc l 

Church E1t Louisville or'any other:.--,. 
llccnsC'd church school "tf lht", ·,, upr h·. ·· · .... 

Bii°: the Faith Baptist and Am :·': 
~(h','.)l l:; '.,ucs "arC' entin.•ly d1fk~­
tnl, sht' SJtd. "ThC' Amish wJnt ;,

1 rum;ilyw:th the law." 
Faith D.Jplist WJ!i Ordc•rt•cl lo rlo~ 

ht.Y,,u~•· 1:~: instructors nre not crrt:­
f1<'<! by !h•: Sl..ilc . The Rt·v. E\'C'r,:-·, !-i :­
/c'i\•n, PJ:, t?rof Faith B.'.lptisr Ch t.rr:­
and adr.11n1strator of its school, h~ : 
S;,,11J lhc s:are has nO'authority to!: 
c_e:1sc hi~ school because of its c; :;, . 
t1E'~w11h::;e ch:.irch. , 
. ~li·E",,::n Said Saturday tha I h...­

d,an t ...,a:it to comment on M:-~ 
Camplx:11'~ proro~aJ. "This i.s ( ► ,, , 
f ,~! _l '\'f h0ard of it and I wan: top·~; ; 
spc,c:f1cs before I Eay a:wthing," ht 
sa:d. • f 

Tht• Rr?\· . Willfom Lindholm of L ,·. >. 
Viia. Mich. president of the Natio:-::l 
(_nmm,:.c.,_, _for_ Amish Re/ig1 r:.·'"s • 
frC'edom, said ma rc:lephone int c~- ' 
\ IL'W th2t Mrs . c:nmpbell ~as moot• l· 
"<i goocJ.fo i:h offer" and he has c,. ~ 
!"l"Cled a::o:·~ej,"S for Amish fumilies ~ .... 

. in P::i,,..~ C:,unry to -~t!girr w.':ar, .. ,-. · .. 
i!c '. 1'.::!:::-., ·r. ~""1' -U ·~: Z!T'Otrn:; 

~ ;;:: ·;, ::erul 1::a:1rr.qrrtr,is ion . 1· 

l.J!le!holm said pu!'>!icirv surround- r 
_lr:g the F~ ith Baptist C{)nfroversy t.Js • 
D<'l•n "unfortunate" for the Ami~h 

1 school. 1-iL' ~aid the two Jssues h;; ·, e ~­
J1t:ie in common. r 

"Tile Fairh Baptist people ra .. '1 Ir:_' 

us•crr th:it their n:!igion PT'l'vtn :s r. 
thl'rn from .C'ompliance," Lindholm " 

s<1;t said_ !here Is no way that Amish f 
traehc·rs could Qualify for certi!iea- r 
tion in Nebraska because their reli- ' . 

:7' ..... ~- t.tt!f.d ~: ~-.:.:?~:r;.1 i~ ~i'::,, tt/!t r ~' .:-\- lf1 v . (,;, j<! , 
i.:\';~·- -~ •: ~; ~ :•; .. ::~. ~t 

( _·\/,__ ~ s., \.. . , •• • , t. 
" ·.1 . , \ "'· -•: ·") .'t':! r; 

. . ·, . ' f 
' ~ \.. .. /. . ' r~ Mrs. Thiemann Tnompson ,, 

f',iou~ beliefs r~ject sclic,Jl ing bey~nd Ji 
· the e1gh:h grade. Th! A~ish believe ~ 
higher educ.r.tion e>.:;:>UH·s a person to 
".scientific pu:-suits, ·.,:;:cr:i ob i lc~ .. 

. and other clemt'Tlts c! ".,_ .i~ldliness." 
Which ( ht·yrejt'Ct, hes:: id. 

LindhoJrn. e Lu:• .. ~:i·: m /ni51(-r, 
s..:.id he c-ould not ltuc.~ /1.,'11,sb !>tu­
d<.•:-its b('(·;1,:~c or /-.1~ t :: _:,,rF -n. " 1 
\, ·1_•-.;/d '1'"1 1 ! .. o ,~n • '-• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE, III 

FROM: FAITH WHITTLESEY ~<>J 
SUBJECT: Nebraska School Crisis 

The religious leaders who support this Administration are 
rapidly falling in line behind the embattled Christian schools 
in Nebraska. Our continued failure to take some sympathetic 
action will result in grassroots problems we should avoid if 
possible. 

Members of your staff and mine met last Tuesday in Mike 
Uhlmann's office with Brad Reynolds and William Bentley Ball, 
the distinguished attorney who specializes in church/state 
law, and who is now litigating another of the numerous church 
school cases in Nebraska. Mr. Ball suggested that the 
Administration issue a statement of concern, which could 
encourage the appropriate courts to give serious attention 
to the constitutional issues involved. There will be hearings 
on two school cases -- not the publicized Louisville case -­
on Thursday and Friday of this week. A statement by Thursday 
would thus be timely. 

But whether or not the controversy can be solved by the courts, 
we have to consider what position the Administration should 
take. To stand aloof would only fan the unrest among support­
ive Christians who are already upset at the lack of progress 
on "social justice issues" such as the School Prayer Amendment, 
tuition tax credits, abortion, and pornography. 

Late last week, a rally in support of Faith Christian School 
was scheduled for 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 15, at Lafayette 
Park. 

At first, it appeared that participants would number 400 and 
would be from the D.C. area. It now appears that the Nebraskans 
will be the stars of a rally of over 1,000. Current plans 
include having here eight mothers and the affected 23 students 
enrolled at the school. Also present will be Ed Rowe of the 
Church League of America, who has been staying in Louisville, 
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Nebraska coordinating many activities there. Their hope, 
in part, is to break into the general, national media, by 
assembling here. Of course, the fundamentalist and evangel­
ical media, newsletters, magazines and broadcasts, daily 
give this controversy heavy coverage. 

The solution I suggest is that we invite in a delegation of 
clergy representing the demonstrators at the conclusion of 
the rally. They could meet with Morton Blackwell and Mike 
Ohlmann, who would give them a copy of the .statement which 
was developed by your staff after last week's meeting with 
attorney Ball. That statement, expressing concern and hope 
for a judicial solution, would be simultaneously issued by 
our Press Office. 

The proposed statement should not be issued before the 
meeting for three reasons: 

1. To do so would cause some activists to escalate 
their demands for action from us. 

2. We want those who are coming here to go home 
confident they have achieved sympathy and 
cooperation from us. 

3. There is always the slight chance that events 
in Nebraska, good or bad, will alter the 
picture before Thursday morning. 

This plan would tend to tone down the rhetoric at the rally, 
because the leaders would know they were. to have a subsequent 
meeting with White House Staff. 

Of course, we must not indicate we plan to take any step 
unless we have carefully planned the whole course of action 
which would flow from such a step. For instance, if we 
decide to send an observer to Nebraska, that would raise 
hopes we might take some legal action. We should decide in 
advance if there may be an issue to justify, say, a Justice 
Department amicus brief if the case winds up on appeal from 
the Nebraska Supreme Court to the U.S. Supreme Court, or if 
the case comes into federal district court in a habeas 
corpus proceeding. 

For now, it is sufficient, and necessary in my view, that we 
plan to issue on Thursday a statement of concern and hope 
that the matter can still be resolved amicably in the Nebraska 
judicial system. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 14, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK COURTEMANCHE 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 1(/j. 
SUBJECT: 1982 Materials Relating to Faith Baptist 

School in Louisville, Nebraska 

To the best of my knowledge, there were no drafts of potential 
statements circulated last year around October 22nd, when we 
issued our only news release on this subject. 

Attached are the items from my files which appear to be relevant 
for your 11:00 a.m. meeting: 

1. My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of September 22, 1982 in 
which I discuss the depth of feeling in the 
protestant fundamental community over the issue. 

2. My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of October 19, 1982 
in which I discussed the increasing tensions. 
In this memorandum, I discussed the possibility 
of a Presidential call to Pastor Sileven and 
give a sequence of events to that date. 

3. My October 22, 1982 update to Mrs. Dole on the 
current situation. 

4. A memorandum from Charles O'Malley at the Education 
Department and an attached statement issued by 
Secretary Bell. 

5. The White House press statement of October 22, 1982 
in which the President is described as "happy that 
the Reverend Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska can 
rejoin his family." 

6. My memorandum of December 14, 1982 to Mrs. Dole 
which includes a copy of the standard response 
to the many letters written us by supporters of 
the embattled school. 

7. The draft statement from Michael Uhlmann's office 
received December 12, 1983. 
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You have my memoranda to Mrs. Whittlesey of December 9th 
and 13th on this subject. 

I think the most compelling argument for action along the 
lines of the draft statement from Mike Uhlmann's office is 
that these people and their millions of allies are part of 
the President's winning coalition. If the tables were 
turned, it would be easier to understand. If, for instance, 
a local union were under attack by the State government of 
Mississippi and if the major union leadership in the country 
were moving rapidly to support the threatened union local, 
it would be almost inconceivable that a Democratic White 
House would fail to at least issue a statement sympathetic 
with the plight of the threatened local. More likely, they 
would think of some excuse to take action. 

MCB:jet 

Attachments a/s 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

September 22, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL 

SUBJECT: Christian School Crisis in Nebraska 

The Protestant ·fundamentalist commu~ity is electrified with 
concern over events in Nebraska. 

Many schools are under attack by state officials. A preacher is 
in jail because of his refusal to cease operating his church­
affiliated school. Religious media are filled with reports 
of police harassment. 

We have received many telephone calls and other communications 
urging that the President ·take action. Numerous pastors from 
across the country have gone to Nebraska to show their support 
for the church .schools and their opposition to the _State 
government's actions. Attached are letters on this topic. __ 

I urge you to take the matter up with ~red Fielding to deter­
mine what appropriate steps the President can take. 

. . 
I know that this is fundamentally a state matter. Nebraska 

· requires religious schoois to have state-accredited teachers. 
Many other states have much less restrictive regulations. 

. . 
There may be some way in wh.ich _the Justice Department could 
become involved. I don't know. Perhaps in some way the 
civil rights of the church school leaders have been violated. 

I do know this, however • . There is a big .contrast between 
the co~servative political enthusiasm of 1980 in the religious 
CP1'Ul\Unity and that we see today. In 1980 there were massive 
rallies of fundamentalists and evangelicals all across the 
country. Governor Reagan spoke to a stadipm fu_ll at the 
National Affairs Briefing .of the Religious Roundtable in 
Dallas. There .is nothing parallel to that this year. 
. . . . . . 
Among the steps we ought ·to take is some expression of support 
for the Christian schools in Nebraska • . More than any other 
thing the President could do, this would restore the fire in 
our natural allies · in the r~ligious community. · Ju.st investi­
gating the matter would have major benefits for us. 
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The situation in Nebraska has not received much attention 
in the network news broadcasts or national news magazines, 
but the matter has been thoroughly and repeatedly discussed 
on virtually all the national "religious right'' broadcasts. 
Some strong demonstration of the President's concern in 
behalf of the jailed school official would be promptly 
and enthusiastically communicated through the religious 
broadcasts and publications. 

There is little downside if we show concern here. The real 
opponents of these fundamentalist Christian schools are al­
ready in the pocket of the National Education Association, 
which actively opposes virtually every policy of this 
Administration . 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 19, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL1!1f_ 

SUBJECT: Church-State Confrontation in Nebraska 

The President is headed into a hornet's nest Wednesday when he 
is scheduled to speak in Lincoln, Nebraska on behalf of 
Governor Thone. 

Independent Baptist minister Rev. Everett Sileven. has now 
been at the Cass County Jail in Plattsmouth, Nebraska for a 
month and a half. By the time the President arrives in 
Nebraska, there will probably be more than a thousand pastors 
from all around the country in the area demonstrating 
support for Sileven. 

Attached is an abbreviated sequence of events. 

The thousand ministers and their supporters are determined 
to demonstrate at the President's arrival. 

Rev. Sileven's church-school is in Louisville, Nebraska 
between Lincoln and Omaha. The church has about 80 members 
in a town of 2,000. The church school attendance is about 
30. 

Dr. Bob Billings, who was the 1980 Reagan Campaign liaison 
to the religious community, describes the situation as a 
"powder keg". He says the preachers involved "don't cuss 
but wish they could". He also has reported, from Chuck 
O'MalleY, that some outraged locals are talking about fire 
arms and saying they won't be pushed around any_m<:>re. 

I have worked with H. P. Goldfield of the White House 
Counsel's office on this subject. He reports that the White 
House Counsel's office and the Justice Department are 
opposed to any Administration action on the matter. Our 
office sees a growing wave of outrage in the fundamentalist 
community on this issue. These religious leaders are a 
natural part of the President's winning coalition. If we are 
perceived as uncaring about this problem, undoubtedly many 
previously politically active fundamentalists will sit on 
their hands during the closing days of the elections. 
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It is in the political interest of those hostile to the 
conservative religious leaders who support the President for 
him to be perceived as aloof or hostile to the concerns of 
the fundamentalist community. 

I see the following options for us: 

1. Do and say nothing on this subject. Maintain it is 
a local matter. 

2. In the absence of any rationale for Justice Department 
intervention on behalf of Rev. Sileven, someone in the 
Administration couhd make a widely publicized telephone 
call to Rev. Sileven in the Cass County Jail, (402) 296-3337, 
in Plattsmouth, Nebraska. The thrust of the call should 
be to express concern about the situation and the hope 
that some accommodation could be reached whereby the affected 
fundamentalists would be working to change the law rather than 
to break it. 

The first choice to make such a call would be the President 
himself. The President could capture the imagination of the 
millions of people now increasingly concerned over this 
issue. He more than anyone else could defuse the situation 
and move people away from confrontation. 

Next choice would be Mr. Meese. This would insulate the 
President somewhat from the matter but show high level 
concern. 

Others, less visible but appropriate to be authorized to 
make such a call would be you, Dr. Bob Billings, or me. A 
call from any of us would have a favorable impact on the 
situation if for no other reason than as an expression of 
concern from the Reagan Administration. 

I have a compiled video tape of TV news coverage of the 
situation up through the jailing of Rev. Sileven. He behaved 
with dignity throughout. 

As the week progresses, events are sure to escalale in 
intensity in Nebraska. I believe that the visit of the 
President is an action-forcing event for the White House. 

See the attached sequence of events. 



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS IN NEBRASKA CHURCH - STATE CONTROVERSY 

1. Over the years a growing number of fundamentalist 
protestant churches have formed church-operated schools in 
Nebraska and resisted demands of the State school authorities 
that the schools employ only State certified teachers. The 
law is draconian compared to most other states. 

2. Legal action has been commenced by the State authorities 
against at least eight schools.of various protestant denominations 
in Nebraska. 

3. Rev. Everett Sileven who, with two of his children, 
happened to be a student at Hiles Anderson College in Indiana 
when Dr. Bob Billings was the President of the college, 
became the focus of resistance to the agencies of State 
authority over church-operated schools. 

4. Church school leaders from other states, most of which 
have much less restrictive regulations of church operated 
schools, began to show an interest in the Nebraska situation. 

5. A Nebraska judge jailed Sileven when he refused to shut 
the school or achieve certification. Sileven made bail. 

6. Rev. Siliven, despite the court order, continued to 
operate the church and the church-school. The judge held 
Sileven in contempt and ordered the Cass County Sheriff to 
lock the church. The sheriff re-arrested him on September 
3, pursuant to the court order. He entered the school and 
took Sileven to jail from an assembly of students, parents, 
visiting pastors, and a battery of television cameras. 

7. The Judge's order allows the church to be opened for 
morning and evening Sunday services as well as Wednesday 
night prayer meetings. At all other times it is locked by 
the sheriff. 

8. On Sunday evening, October 17, 120 supporting pastors 
from Nebraska and around the country began a prayer meeting 
in Sileven's church which was broken up before dawn on 
Monday by the sheriff. The sheriff arrived wjth 18 law 
enforcement vehicles, went up to each of the 120 kneeling 
pastors and gave ttm the choice of leaving or being dragged 
out. More than on bird chose to be dragged out. Those 
removed accumulate at the front door to the church-school 
building. There was a break in the discipline and a scuffle 
as the law officers had to push the crowd back in order to 
close and lock the front doors of the church. 



9. The church is now locked but will, per the court order, 
be opened for prayer service on Wednesday night. At that 
time there will almost certainly be over 1,000 pastors from 
around the country overflowing Rev. Siliven's church-school 
building in Louisville, Nebraska. Dr. Ron Godwin, of Moral 
Majority, who supervised video taping of the clearing of the 
church last Monday morning, has received calls from all 
three major networks who indicate they intend to have camera 
crews on hand as the thousand pastors and their supporters 
will almost certainly be dragged out of the church at some 
point in the early hours of Thursday, Octob~r 21. 

10. On Wednesday, October 20, the Moral Majority's 264 TV 
spots and 1,190 radio spots will begin to run on Nebraska 
media. The spots will not make specific reference to the 
confrontation in Louisville but the linkage will be apparent 
because the broadcast spots will focus in on the church­
state relationship as it affects church schools. The Moral 
Majority also has funded newspaper ads to run this week in 
Nebraska. A copy of the text is attached. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 22, 1982 

UPDATE OF EVENTS IN NEBRASKA CHURCH-STATE CONTROVERSY 

AS OF 4 P.M., OCTOBER 22, 1982 

1. At 3:30 p.m., October 21, Charles O'Malley, Executive 
Assistant for Private Education to Secretary of Education 
Terrell Bell convened a meeting in Lincoln with representatives 
of Protestant and Catholic school groups, the state superintendent 
of Education and a representative of the Governor's office. A 
tentative agreement was reached regarding the issue of state 
certification of church operated schools. This agreement would 
depend on certain proposed changes to Nebraska law. 

2. On the afternoon of October 22, the state court which had 
jailed Rev. Everett Sileven released Rev. Sileven from jail on 
the conditions that the Faith Bible School would close for 
30 days and that Rev. Sileven would voluntarily return to jail 
if a related case were lost by Rev. Carl Godwin, head of Nebraskans 
for Educational Freedom. The case regarding Rev. Carl Godwin's 
church operated school will be heard in state court October 25, 
in Lincoln. 

3. In the past three days the White House has received in 
excess of 6,000 calls in support of the Christian school leaders 
in Nebraska. 



Office of Private Education 
U.S. Department of Education 

WHhlngton, O.C. 20202 

Attached for your information is a copy of a statement 
to be made by the Secretary regarding the Nebraska 
situation, and a copy of a Memo we are mailing to 
"Koffee Klatch" participants. 

C , Q. d)f /Y\1 
Charles jl_ O'Malley 
Executive Assistant for 
Private Education 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202 

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY BELL 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

Because of its national import and precedent-setting potential, I have 
made an appeal to all parties in the church-state Nebraska controversy 
to step back, to pause, then to proceed with caution in a situation 
that hopefully can be solved in a reasonable manner by people of good 
will at this point in time. 

It is important that both points of view continue to meet, to discuss 
their differences, and to "bargain-out" a solution before this situation 
evolves to the point wherein tragedy and violence occur. 

My office has been - and will continue to be - in close touch with all 
parties and will be available upon request to assist where feasible, in 
finding a peaceful and prompt solution. 



THE WEITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release October 22, 1982 

STATEMENT BY THE PRINCIPAL DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY 

The President was pleased to learn that a step toward accomodation 
has been reached in Nebraska over the subject of teacher certification 
for church-operated schools.· He is grateful his Department of Education 
could be helpful in mediating the matter and happy that the Reverend 
Everett Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska, can rejoin his family. 

In accord with America's historic comm·itment to diversity in education, 
the President expressed hope this spirit :of cooperation will lead 
to a solution consistent with both the state's responsibility to 
ensure high-quality education and the right of parents to organize 
and support church-related schools for their children. He applauds 
the renewed effort to work within the framework of the law. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 14 1982 

MEMORANDUM TO ELIZABETH H. DOLE 

FROM: ~ORTON C. BLACKWELL 

SUBJECT: Nebraska Christian School Controversy 

Per your request for our standardized letters, here is a sample 
of the text I have used to respond to about 50 letters supporting 
Pastor Everett Sileven. ·Unfortunately, Pastor Sileven has gone 
back to jail to serve out the remainder of his contempt of Court 
sentence. 

The situation is not settled. The §chool may or may not be reopened. 



Dear Mrs. Currier: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 14, 1982 

Thank you for your letter regarding the problems in Nebraska for 
Christian schools. 

As the President's liaison to the Christian school movement, I have kept 
in touch with these developments. I have had two very cordial, personal 
meetings here in my office with Pastor Everett Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska 
and numerous telephone conversations with him and with other leaders con­
cerned with the application of the principles of religious liberty and 
educational freedom to this case. 

On October 22, when a temporary compromise was reached, the President 
publicly expressed pleasure that Pastor Sileven was able to rejoin his family . 
A copy of the White House news release is enclosed. 

The legal actions against Christian schools in Nebraska have been taken by 
state, not federal authorities. 

Officials of our U.S. Department of Education have kept in close contact with 
Nebraska Christian school leaders and the state school authorities. Charles J. 
O'Malley, Education Secretary Bell's Executive Assistant for Private Education, 
has repeatedly been to Nebraska, working to help both sides in an attempt 
to reach a satisfactory conclusion to this tragic difficulty. 

Please be assured that the President strongly supports our American tradition 
of diversity in Education, including religious, private and public schools. 

We appreciate your concern, and we hope that either the courts, the state 
legislature or the respective sides in the dispute will quickly solve this 
problem in such a way as to strengthen both religious freedom and quality 
education . 

Mrs. E. M. Currier 
Box 3 
Kristin Forest 
Hardy, VA 24101 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

// : ,-· ,, l 
',· / -· .. -
Morton C. Blackwell 

Special Assistant to the President 
for Public Liaison 



DRAFT 

Statement for the Principal Deputy Press Secretary 

Statement Concerning Nebraska Situtation 

The President has been apprised of numerous situations 
arising in the State of Nebraska involving conflicts between 
religious schools and the State education and law enforcement 
authorities. 

The controversies have involved jailings of ministers, 
criminal prosecutions of parents who have their children in 
religious schools, impositions of heavy fines on church schools, 
refusals to let some graduates of religious colleges teach in 
those schools, and the padlocking of at least one church -- all of 
these apparently because the pastors, teachers, parents and 
principals object on religious grounds to certain Nebraska 
statutes. Most recently, parents of school children have been 
jailed. 

Because, therefore, religious civil rights protected by the 
Constitution of the United States may be involved in this 
situation, and because the situation has bred such 
extraordinarily high feelings in Nebraska, the President has 
expressed his concern that the matter be resolved peaceably. 

It would appear that early reconsideration of the basic 
legal problem by the courts might be a means of resolving the 
difficulty. Certainly a new judicial resolution, if possible, 
would be far preferable to the continuation of the present 
situation. 

NOTE: 12/12/83 - Hand-delivered from Mike Uhlmann's Office 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 9, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: JACK COURTEMANCHE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Morton c. Blackwell 

Lafayette Square Demonstration Regarding the 
Nebraska School Situation 

I have learned that there is a demonstration being organized 
by the New Covenant Churches in Maryland for 10:00 a.m. next 
Thursday morning, December 15. 

The current estimated participation is 400, which will 
include a number of pastors. 

The New Convenant Church is a small charismatic denomination 
located in east coast states, largely in Maryland. 

As other fundamentalist and evangelical churches learn 
about the demonstration, I think it is very likely that 
there will be additional support for this effort. 

Supporters of the embattled Christian schools in Nebraska 
are aware that some of their leaders and supporters have 
been in contact with the Administration. They are probably 
not aware of the details of the meeting held Tuesday afternoon 
in Mike Uhlmann's office. At that meeting, Mike Ohlmann, Steve 
Galebach, Bob Sweet, Carolyn Sundseth, Brad Reynolds and I 
met with attorney William Ball of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Ball has a court case in -Nebraska relating to a situation 
analogous to the Faith Baptist Church case, but in another 
city. In a week or so, the Nebraska Supreme Court will 
decide whether to hear the appeal of the case being handled 
by Mr. Ball, who is one of the most distinguished attorneys 
in the country. Mr. Ball asked that somehow the Administra­
tion signal to the Supreme Court of Nebraska that we hope 
they will hear Mr. Ball's appeal. 

Mr. Ball handled and won similar cases before the state 
supreme courts of Vermont, Ohio, and Kentucky. 
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There is general agreement that the attorneys for the Faith 
Baptist Church in Louisville, Nebraska failed to raise many 
of the relevant legal issues in the case which they lost. 
Therefore, there is hope that the crisis could be alleviated 
by the Nebraska Supreme Court. 

Further, I was telephoned today by Pastor Everett Sileven. 
Seven fathers of children in his church school are still in 
jail under order from Nebraska State Judge Ronald Reagan. 
The mothers and, I presume, Pastor Sileven are fugitives 
from arrest warrants currently. 

Pastor Sileven told me that they will be sending a mailgrarn 
to us today requesting that the Presdient meet with some of 
the mothers. If the mothers are still fugitives at that 
time, I think it will be very difficult for Administration 
officials to meet with them. 

Attached is a copy of an article which appeared in today's 
Washington Times on the matter. 

MCB:jet 
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Free Louisville 7, churchmen· plCad 
By Bill Kling 
MSHINOTON TIMES STAFF 

Pressure is growing on the White 
House to intervene in a legal battle in 
which seven Louisville, Neb., fathers 
are in jail for contempt of court in a 
dispute over an unaccredited Christian 
school operated by a fundamentalist 
Baptist church. 

Their wives have fled the state with 
23 children to avoid similar incarcer­
ation. 

Rep. George Hansen, R-Idaho, who 
has made two trips to Nebraska as an 
unofficial observer and has written two 
letters to White House counsel Edwin A. 
Meese III, demanding federal interven­
tion, said yesterday that the matter is 
being studied "at the highest policy lev­
els" of the White House. 

Sen. Charles Grassley. R-Iowa, 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Sub­
committee on Administrative Practices 
and Procedures, expressed an interest 
in conducting hearings on the matter 
when Congress returns in .January, a 
Grassley spokesman confirmed yester­
day, but the senator has issued no orders 
that such hearings be called. 

The "Louisville 7" are the fathers of 
pupils who had attended Faith Christian 
School operated by Faith Baptist 
Church in Louisville, 20 miles south­
west of Omaha, and were jailed Nov. 23 
- the day btfore Thanksgiving - after 
they refused to give their names or to 

testify during a court hearing for a 
state-sought injunction to close the 
unaccredited school. 

When the case was mentioned Wed­
nesday in an Oval Office meeting on 
tuition tax credit legislation among 
President R~gan and a coalition of edu­
cation, church and pro-family groups, 

Reagan, assigned specially to the Cass 
County court in Plattsmouth to hear the 
case, refused again yesterday to appoint 
legal counsel for the jailed fathers. He 
suggested that they seek attorneys 
through the local bar association. Law­
yers who initially represented the 
fathers have withdrawn from the case, 

· The declaration commits · the supporters to . "an 
inseparable unity of conscience and cause" 
for the school and reaffirms an unwillingness . . . 
to relinquish. their call to an educational ministry. 

Mr. Reagan asked White House aides to 
"look into" the matter, according to sev­
eral people who attended the meeting. 

Information supplied to the Justice 
Department about the case, a depart­
ment spokesman said, has not been suf­
ficient to warrant a federal inquiry into 
whether the jailed fathers' civil rights 
had been violated. 

A White House source acknowledged 
reports that Mr. Reagan is sympathetic 
with the Louisville church families, but 
he is said to believe that based on the 
information he has, they "don't yet have 
a clear-cut federal issue" on which to 
base federal intervention. 

Meanwhile, a judge named Ronald E. 

and others have refused to represent 
them. 

Supporters of the jailed men in the 
. long-running court battle say they 

would pay for a court-appointed attor­
ney - even though they do not have to. 
The supporters are among more than 
200 fundamentalist Christian ministers 
and church officials from 38 states who 
have gathered in Louisville to mount a 
campaign for the church school. 

From Louisville, the fundamentalists 
have sought to generate pressure aimed 
at bringing the controversy to the atten­
tion of the public, as well as to state and 
federal officials, through telephone 
calls, prayer vigils and news confer­
ences. 

I 

Dr. Bob Woosley, of Stone Mountain, i 
Ga., president of Churches for l 
Christian LibertY, referred yesterday tol 
the jailed fathers as "the Nebraska: 
Seven" and "hostages," and announced 1 

adoption of a "Louisville Declaration"\ 
in which their supporters expressed · 
"broken-hearted abhorrence" over the; 
jailings and "the exile" of their families : 
and of Rev. Everett Sileven, pastor of: , 
Faith Baptist Church, and Mrs. Teresa' 
Schmidt , the Rev. Mr. Sileven•s: 
daughter, who is principal of Faith ' 
Christian School. · 

The declaration commits the sup- ; 
porters to "an inseparable unity of con- · 
science and cause" for the school and ; 
reaffirms an unwillingness "under any : 
circumstances" to relinquish their call : 
to an educational ministry. They pledge 
to achieve their goals through the · 
American constitutional system,. 
according to the declaration. '. 

The school case was mentioned to the ' 
president on Wednesday by Dr. Donald 
R. Howard, representing Accelerated : 
Christian Education at the meeting fo ; 
the Oval Office. Several of those attend- · 
irig said Mr. Reagan appeared startled : 
by Dr. Howard's statements and asked · 
for further information from his staff. ; 
Mr. Reagan did not commit himself·to . 
any action on the matter, however, after 
Mrs. Faith Ryan· Whittlesey, the 
president's special assistant for public 
liaison, noted it was "a local matter" 
still in the courts. 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1983 

FAITH WHITTLESEY 

Jack Courtemanche 

Morton C. Blackwell~~ 

Nebraska School Cri& '7~ 
Jack Courtemanche told me this afternoon that a tentative 
decision had been made to do nothing this week relating to 
the Nebraska school crisis. I hope very much that decision 
can be reversed. 

Not only is this a matter of high and increasing concern 
among religious leaders who support the President, it is 
the precise situation which the Democrat organization in 
Nebraska is attempting to impose on us. 

Senator Exon wrote a letter to the President, which is being 
answered by Chuck O'Malley of our Education Department. In 
that letter, Senator Exon suggests that the solution to the 
problem is simple if only the President would act. That 
Exon letter is getting currency in the fundamental and 
evangelical communities. 

The local officials with whom the Christian school leaders 
are having their legal confrontation are almost entirely 
Democrats. The largest political force in the State which 
is urging draconian measures against the conservative church 
leaders is the Nebraska Education Association. 

Thus the case is strong that our continued inaction and lack 
of obvious sympathy plays into the hands of people who have 
every reason to embarrass the Administration and drive a 
wedge between us and major elements of the President's 
winning coalition in 1980. 

If there is future discussion of this at the Senior Staff level, 
I think the point should be made that church schools operated 
on precisely the same basis as those under attack in Nebraska 
have been upheld in virtually every other State in the Union. 



2 -

Specifically, the Supreme Courts of Vermont, Ohio and 
Kentucky have decided analogous cases in behalf of the 
Christian schools and against the local education establish­
ment. 

I know it would be easier for us to take action if Pastor 
Sileven had been a more congenial fellow (at one point, he 
expressed the hope that the Lord would strike the local 
sheriff dead). It appears, however, that Sileven has 
deliberately avoided the limelight in this current crisis 
and has left the public relations to be handled by a local 
steering committee and leaders of supportive national 
Christian groups. · 

If we do not act, if we do not take some appropriate action, 
many of the growing number of people who are concerned with 
this problem and anticipate a far more serious crisis early 
next year over the Social Security taxation of churches will 
reach the conclusion that we simply are incapable of being 
of assistance to them when they are under attack. 

MCB:jet 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 20, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton c. Blackwell 

SUBJECT: Alternate Proposal for Nebraska School Action 

Finally we have a new option we should consider in the 
Nebraska Christian school crisis. 

It seems that the Justice Department has a Community Relations 
Service which is designed to ease tensions in localities 
where mediation might be helpful. This is a mandate broad 
enough to cover the current problems. 

The Community Relations Service could offer the good offices 
of the Administration in a way not previously provided. Since 
the discussion process involved is not one which includes 
court actions, we could avoid the problem of a new theory of 
intrusion in states' rights. 

The potential for violence has helped deter us from other 
actions. Now, if there is violence, we could.be blamed 
for failing to respond to cries for help. 

The attached story in the "Washington Times" gives the right 
impression of the ferment among our supporters in the religious 
community. In my view, we must do something. The Community 
Relations Service of DOJ is the best idea I've seen. 

MCB: jet 

1 Attachment a/s 



.. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1983 

White House rebuffs plea 
to help jailed Nebraskans 
By Bill Kling 
W,.SHINGTON TIMES STAFF 

The White House yesterday denied a re­
quest by eight nationally prominent evan­
gelical ministers to meet with President 
Reagan to personally plead for his interven• 
tion in the long, bitter church-state battle 
over unaccredited Faith Christian School in 
Louisville, Neb. 

Also rebuffed were three senators and a 
congressman, all Republicans, through 
whom the ministers relayed their meeting 
request to White House counselor Edwin 
Meese III and James Baker III, White House 
chief of staff. 

Consistent with a policy adopted at the 
White House on Friday, Mr. Meese and Mr. 
Baker decided not to agree to the meeting, 
c·ontinuing the Reagan administration on a 
collision course with politically active reli­
gious conservatives who have supported the 
president and his policies in the past. 

"There was never any plan for the presi­
dent to meet with any representatives in the 
Nebraska school case," C. Anson Franklin, 
an assistant White House press secretary, 
told The Washington Times. "He thought it 
was more appropriate that they meet with 
(Education Secretary Terrel H. Bell) and 
they did so." 

Meanwhile, writs of habeas corpus were 
filed yesterday with the Nebraska Supreme 
Court seeking the release from jail of seven 
men, dubbed the "Nebraska 7;' who have 
been incarcerated in Plattsmouth since 
Thanksgiving Eve for refusing to testify in 
a Cass County court about the school op­
erated by Faith Baptist Church and attended 
by their children. 

Nebraska education authorities have been 
attempting for seven years to close the 
school on grounds it has no state license and 
its teachers lack state certification. 

The "Nebraska 7" fathers were jailed for 
contempt of court by a judge named Ronald 
E. Reagan, who also issued warrants for the 
arrest of their wives; the Rev. Everett 
Sileven, pastor of the church; and Mrs. The­
resa Schmidt, school principal and the Rev. 
Mr. Sileven's daughter. They fled Nebraska 
with 23 children to avoid incarceration. 

Secretary Bell, at a luncheon Thursday 
with a delegation of evangelical leaders fol­
lowing a Lafayette Park rally and White 
House demonstration, indicated his willing­
ness to examine Nebraska's eligibility for 
continued federal education funds if "Ne-

braska 7" supporters could show state edu­
cation officials were practicing religious 
discrimination against Faith Christian 
School. 

Among the evangelical preachers who 
sought an audience with Mr. Reagan were 
four with nationwide television ministries 
reaching millions of viewers each week. 
They are the Rev. Jerry Falwell of 
Lynchburg, Va., who also is president of the 
Moral Majority; the Rev. Jimmy Swaggart 
of Baton Rouge, La.; the Rev. Dr. D. James 
Kennedy of Fort Lauderdale, F1a.; and the 
Rev. Dr. Charles Stanley of Atlanta. 

Another, the Rev. Dr. Tim LaHaye of San 
Diego, Calif., has been assigned by the 
Reagan-Bush '84 Committee the task of 
keeping "the Christian Right" in the 
president's re-election corner for next year. 
His wife, Beverly, is head of Christian 
Women of America. 

Others were the Rev. Dr. James T. Draper 
of Fort Worth, Texas, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention; the Rev. Dr. 
William R. Bright of San Bernardino, Calif., 
president of the Christian Campus Crusade; 
and the Rev. Dr. Ed Rowe of Wheaton, Ill., 
president of the Church League of America. 

Seeking the meeting with Mr. Reagan for 
the evangelicals were Sen. Roger H. Jepsen, 
R-Iowa; Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah; Sen. Bill 
Armstrong, R·Colo.; and Rep. George Han­
sen, R-Idaho. 

The eight preachers signed a letter to Mr. 
Reagan urging him "to initiate a full investi­
gation of the abuse of the constitutional 
rights" of the "Nebraska 7" "or to take what­
ever appropriate action you might deem nec­
essary to provide immediate relief so that 
these families can be reunited in their homes 
during this Christmas season. 

"These men are in jail only because of 
their religious beliefs and we are convinced 
that you and millions of Americans are 
deeply grieved at the plight of these God· 
fearing people," the letter says. 

Mrs. Phyllis Schlafly, head of the Eagle 
Forum, sent a telegram to Mr. Reagan yester• 
day urging him to meet with the ministers to 
discuss the jailing of the seven "for the al­
leged crime of sending their children to a 
Christian school." She called the case · "a 
First Amendment civil rights issue." 

Gary Jarmin of Christian Voice warned 
that the president "could lose the support of 
evangelicals" over the case and should act 
in someway. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 14, 1983 • 
MEMORANDUM TO: JACK COURTEMANCHE 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell 1!!J 
SUBJECT: 1982 Materials Relating to Faith Baptist 

School in Louisville, Nebraska 

To the best of my knowledge, there were no drafts of potential 
statements circulated last year around October 22nd, when we 
issued our only news release on this subject. 

Attached are the items from my files which appear to be relevant 
for your 11:00 a.m. meeting: 

1. My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of September 22, 1982 in 
which I discuss the depth of feeling in the 
protestant fundamental community over the issue. 

2. My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of October 19, 1982 
in which I discussed the increasing tensions. 
In this memorandum, I discussed the possibility 
of a Presidential call to Pastor Sileven and 
give a sequence of events to that date. 

3. My October 22, 1982 update to Mrs. Dole on the 
current situation. 

4. A memorandum from Charles O'Malley at the Education 
Department and an attached statement issued by 
Secretary Bell. 

5. The White House press statement of October 22, 1982 
in which the President is described as "happy that 
the Reverend Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska can 
rejoin his family." 

6. My memorandum of December 14, 1982 to Mrs. Dole 
which includes a copy of the standard response 
to the many letters written us by supporters of 
the embattled school. 

7. The draft statement from Michael Uhlmann's office 
received December 12, 1983. 
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You have my memoranda to Mrs. Whittlesey of December 9th 
and 13th on this subject. 

I think the most compelling argument for action along the 
lines of the draft statement from Mike Uhlmann's office is 
that these people and their millions of allies are part of 
the President's winning coalition. If the tables were 
turned, it would be easier to understand. If, for instance, 
a local union were under attack by the State government of 
Mississippi and if the major union leadership in the country 
were moving rapidly to support the threatened union local, 
it would be almost inconceivable that a Democratic White 
House would fail to at least issue a statement sympathetic 
with the plight of the threatened local. More likely, they 
would think of some excuse to take action. 

MCB:jet 

Attachments a/s 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 21, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche 

FROM: Morton C. Blackwell{!/J-

SUBJECT: Nebraska School Situation 

It's no fun watching a laboriously built coalition dis­
integrate before our eyes. (See attached article, 
December 21, Washington Times.) 

MCB:jet 

1 Attachment a/s 

cc: Ken Cribb 
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Mif:fed at Reagan snub, 
clerics ,seek out Jackson. ·~ 
By Bill Kline . ' 
~INOTON TIMlS STAl'P 

Several evangelical ministers, 
angered at being shunned by Pres­
ident Reagan over a Louisville, 
Neb., Christian school case in 
which seven men have been jailed, 
yesterday asked to meet with the · 
Rev. Jesse Jackson to discuss their 
possible support of his Democratic 
presidential candidacy. · 

"After all, he's a brother minis­
ter:' noted William H. Billings, 
president of the National Christian 
Action Coalition, who said he sent a 
telegram to Mr. Jackson on behalf 
of several fundamentalist Chris­
tian ministers who supported Mr. 
Reagan for president in the 1980 • 
campaign. , . 

"I see them jumping ship," Dr. 
Billings said, indicating that the 
Jackson campaign has acknowl­
edged receiving his telegram but as 
of last night had not agteed to a 
meeting. ,'. '. . 

The evangelicals are among sev­
eral hundred who have rallied to the 
support of Faith Christian School, 
which Nebraska · school officials 
have been trying to close for seven 
years because operators have re­
fused to obtain a state license or to 
hire certified teachers. The school 

.r is run by Faith Baptist Church in 
' Louisville. 

On Thanksgiving eve, a judge 
named Ronald E. Reagan ordered 
seven men to jail for contempt of 
court after they refused to testify 
about Faith Christian, where their 

' children are enrolled. The men 
have been dubbed the "Nebraska 
7." Their wives, named in arrest 
warrants issued by Judge Reagan, 
have fled the state with 23 children 
to avoid incarceration. 

The White House decided last 
Friday against intervening In the 
case. It had been requested that a 
Justice Department investigation 
be conducted of possible civil 
rights violations of the jailed men. 
On Monday, a request for a meeting 
with Mr. Reagan was turned down. 

Meanwhile, in another case, the 
Rev. Robert Gelsthorpe, adminls· 
trator of an unaccredited Christian 

' school In North Platte, Neb., began 
· serving a contempt-of-court sen• 
tence after classes resumed despite 
a state prohibition. 

District Judge John Murphy 
. found Mr. Gelsthorpe In contempt 
for violating a March judgment or­
dering the school to remain closed 
until It receives state approval. The 
administrator is required to be in 
the sheriff's office from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. each day his school is in opera­
tion. 

Judge Murphy also fined Mr. 
Gelsthorpe and his North Platte 

Baptist Church $200 each for every 
day the school is In session. 

In the Nebraska 7 case, Dr. Bill­
ings said the evangelical ministers 
are interested in meeting with Mr. 
Jackson because he is a Baptist 
preacher and has been involved in 
the civil rights movement from his 
days as an aide to the late Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King. · · 

"We understand that the minis­
ters are basically a conservative 
group, but this issue transcends all 
other issues with them," Dr. Bill­
ings said. "They want to raise this 
issue in the consciousness of the 
American public." 

If an acceptable political ar­
rangement cannot be worked out 
with Mr. Jackson, Dr. Billings said, 
the evangelical ministers are Inter- -
ested in meeting with another can­
didate for the Democratic presi­
dential nomination, Sen. John 
Glenn, D-Ohio, because of his re­
fusal to support "gay rights" legis­
lation. 

Dr. Billings' brother, Robert D. 
Billings, an executive assistant of 
the National Christian Action Coali­
tion, said the evangelicals view the 
Nebraska 7 case as one involving 
religious freedom, and that most of 
them historically are Democrats 
who voted Republican in 1980 be­
cause Mr. Reagan was the GOP can­
didate. 
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Four ministers dlsplay some of more than 2,000 telegrams received here In &upport of the Nebraska 7, the rr,nn 
jailed for refusing to testify in court about a Christian school. From left are Joe P. Lutz Jr., Portland, Ore.: Fch,,,c 
Rowe, Wheaton, Ill.; Richard Moore, Lewiston, Idaho; and Robert A. Woosley, Stone Mountain, G~. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 13, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE, III 

FROM: FAITH WHITTLESEY ql....vJ 
SUBJECT: Nebraska School Crisis 

The religious leaders who support this Administratiori are 
rapidly falling in line behind the embattled Christian schools 
in Nebraska. Our continued failure to take some sympathetic 
action will result in grassroots problems we should avoid if 
possible. 

Members of your staff and mine met last Tuesday in Mike 
Uhlmann's office with Brad Reynolds and William Bentley Ball, 
the distinguished attorney who specializes in church/state 
law, and who is now litigating another of the numerous church 
school cases in Nebraska. Mr. Ball suggested that the 
Administration issue a statement of concern, which could 
encourage the appropriate courts to give serious attention 
to the constitutional issues involved. There will be hearings 
on two school cases -- not the publicized Louisville case -­
on Thursday and Friday of this week. A statement by Thursday 
would thus be timely. 

But whether or not the controversy can be solved by the courts, 
we have to consider what position the Administration should 
take. To stand aloof would only fan the unrest among support­
ive Christians who are already upset at the lack of progress 
on "social justice issues" such as the School Prayer Amendment, 
tuition tax credits, abortion, and pornography. 

Late last week, a rally in support of Faith Christian School 
was scheduled for 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 15, at Lafayette 
Park. 

At first, it appeared that participants would number 400 and 
would be from the D.C. area. It now appears that the Nebraskans 
will be the stars of a rally of over 1,000. Current plans 
include having here eight mothers and the affected 23 students 
enrolled at the school. Also present will be Ed Rowe of the 
Church League of America, who has been staying in Louisville, 
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Nebraska coordinating many activities there. Their hope, 
in part, is to break into the general, national media, by 
assembling here. Of course, the fundamentalist and evangel­
ical media, newsletters, magazines and broadcasts, daily 
give this controversy heavy coverage. 

The solution I suggest is that we invite in a delegation of 
clergy representing the demonstrators at the conclusion of 
the rally. They could meet with Morton Blackwell and Mike 
Uhlmann, who would give them a qopy of the ,statement which 
was developed by your staff after last week's meeting with 
attorney Ball. That statement, expressing concern and hope 
for a judicial solution, would be simultaneously issued by 
our Press Office. · 

The proposed statement should not be issued before the 
meeting for three reasons: 

1. To do so would cause some activists to escalate 
their demands for action from us. 

2. We want those who are coming here to go home 
confident they have achieved sympathy and 
cooperation from us. 

3. There is always the slight chance that events 
in Nebraska, good or bad, will alter the 
picture before Thursday morning. 

This plan would tend to tone down the rhetoric at the rally, 
because the leaders would know they were. to have a subsequent 
meeting with White House Staff. 

Of course, we must not indicate we plan to take any step 
unless we have carefully planned the whole course of action 
which would flow from such a step. For instance, if we 
decide to send an observer to Nebraska, that would raise 
hopes we might take some legal action. We should decide in 
advance if there may be an issue to justify, say, a Justice 
Department amicus brief if the case winds up on appeal from 
the Nebraska Supreme Court to the U.S. Supreme Court, or if 
the case comes into federal district court in a habeas 
corpus proceeding. 

For now, it is sufficient, and necessary in my view, that we 
plan to issue on Thursday a statement of concern and hope 
that the matter can still be resolved amicably in the Nebraska 
judicial system. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 9, 1983 

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY 

THROUGH: JACK COURTEMANCHE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Morton C. Blackwell'~ -

Lafayette Square Demonstration Regarding the 
Nebraska School Situation 

I have learned that there is a demonstration being organized 
by the New Covenant Churches in Maryland for 10:00 a.m. next 
Thursday morning, December 15. 

The current estimated participation is 400, which will 
include a number of pastors. 

The New Convenant Church is a small charismatic denomination 
located in east coast states, largely in Maryland. 

As other fundamentalist and evangelical churches learn 
about the demonstration, I think it is very likely that 
there will be additional support for this effort. 

Supporters of the embattled Christian schools in Nebraska 
are aware that some of their leaders and supporters have 
been in contact with the Administration. They are probably 
not aware of the details of the meeting held Tuesday afternoon 
in Mike Uhlmann's office. At that meeting, Mike Ohlmann, Steve 
Galebach, Bob Sweet, Carolyn Sundseth, Brad Reynolds and I 
met with attorney William Ball of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Ball has a court case in Nebraska relating to a situation 
analogous to the Faith Baptist Church case, but in another 
city. In a week or so, the Nebraska Supreme Court will 
decide wl1ether to hear the appeal of the case being handled 
by Mr. Ball, who is one of the most distinguished attorneys 
in the country. Mr. Ball asked that somehow the Administra­
tion signal to the Supreme Court of Nebraska that we hope 
they will hear Mr. Ball's appeal. 

Mr. Ball handled and won similar cases before the state 
supreme courts of Vermont, Ohio, and Kentucky. 
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There is general agreement that the attorneys for the Faith 
Baptist Church in Louisville, Nebraska failed to raise many 
of the relevant legal issues in the case which they lost. 
Therefore, there is hope that the crisis could be alleviated 
by the Nebraska Supreme Court. 

Further, I was telephoned today by Pastor Everett Sileven. 
Seven fathers of children in his church school are still in 
jail under order from Nebraska State Judge Ronald Reagan. 
The mothers and, I presume, Pastor Sileven are fugitives 
from arrest warrants currently. 

Pastor Sileven told me that they will be sending a mailgram 
to us today requesting that the Presdient meet with some of 
the mothers. If the mothers are still fugitives at that 
time, I think it will be very difficult for Administration 
officials to meet with them. 

Attached is a copy of an article which appeared in today's 
Washington Times on the matter • 

. MCB: jet 
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Free Louisville7, churchmen plead 
I 
I 

By Bill Kling 
Wo.SHINGTON TIMES STAFF 

Pressure is growing on the White 
House to intervene in a legal battle in 
which seven Louisville, Neb., fathers 
are in jail for contempt of court in a 
dispute over an unaccredited Christian 
school operated by a fundamentalist 
Baptist church. 

Their wives have fled the state with 
23 children to avoid similar incarcer­
ation. 

Rep. George Hansen, R-ldaho, who 
has made two trips to Nebraska as an 
unofficial observer and has written two 
letters to White House counsel Edwin A. 
Meese III, demanding federal interven­
tion, said yesterday that the matter is 
being studied" at the highest policy lev­
els" of the White House. 

Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Sub­
committee on Administrative Practices 
and Procedures, expressed an interest 
in conducting hearings on the matter 
when Congress returns in .January, a 
Grassley spokesman confirmed yester­
day, but the senator has issued no orders 
that such hearings be called. 

The "Louisville 7" are the fathers of 
pupils who had attended Faith Christian 
School operated by Faith Baptist 
Church in Louisville, 20 miles south­
west of Omaha, and were jailed Nov. 23 
- the day b~fore Thanksgiving - after 
they refused to give their names or to 

testify during a court hearing for a 
state-sought injunction to close the 
unaccredited school. 

When the case was mentioned Wed­
nesday in an Oval Office meeting on 
tuition tax credit legislation among 
President Reagan and a coalition of edu­
cation, church and pro-family groups, 

Reagan, assigned specially to the Cass 
County court in Plattsmouth to hear the 
case, refused again yesterday to appoint 
legal counsel for the jailed fathers. He 
suggested that they seek attorneys 
through the local bar association. Law­
yers who initially represented the 
fathers have withdrawn from the case, 

· The declaration commits · the supporters to "an 
inseparable unity of conscience and cause" 
for the school and reaffirms an unwillingness . . . 
to relinquish their call to an educational ministry. 

Mr. Reagan asked White House aides to 
"look into" the matter, according to sev­
eral people who attended the meeting. 

Information supplied to the Justice 
Departm~nt about the ~se, a depart­
ment spokesman said, has not been suf­
ficient to warrant a federal inquiry into 
whether the jailed fathers' civil rights 
had been violated. 

A White House source acknowledged 
reports that Mr. Reagan is sympathetic 
with the Louisville church families, but 
he is said to believe that based on the 
information he has, they "don't yet have 
a clear-cut federal issue" on which to 
base federal intervention. 

Meanwhile, a judge named Ronald E. 

and others have refused to represent 
them. 

Supporters of the jailed men in the 
. long-running court battle say they 
would pay for a court-appointed attor­
ney - even though they do not have to. 
The supporters are among more than 
200 fundamentalist Christian ministers 
and church officials from 38 states who 
have gathered in Louisville to mount a 
campaign for the church school. 

From Louisville, the fundamentalists 
have sought to generate pressure aimed 
at bringing the controversy to the atten­
tion of the public, as well as to state and 
federal officials, through telephone 
calls, prayer vigils and news confer­
ences. 

Dr. Bob Woosley, of Stone Mountain, 1 

Ga., president of Churches for i 
Christian Liberty, referred yesterday tJ 
the jailed fathers as "the Nebraska : 
Seven" and "hostages,'' and announced' 
adoption of a "Louisville Declaration"; 
in which their supporters expressed• 
"broken-hearted abhorrence" over the; 
jailings and "the exile" of their families : 
and of Rev. Everett Sileven, pastor of: 
Faith Baptist Church, and Mrs. Teresa ' 
Schmidt, the Rev. Mr. Sileven's' 
daughter, who is principal of Faith ' 
Christian School. : 

The declaration commits the sup- : 
porters to "an inseparable unity of con- · 
science and cause" for the school and : 
reaffirms an unwillingness "under any : 
circumstances" to relinquish their call : 
to an educational ministry. They pledge 
to achieve their goals through the· 
American constitutional system, . 
according to the declaration. . 

The school case was mentioned to the ' 
president on Wednesday by Dr. Donald 
R. Howard, rep~esenting Accelerated 1 

Christian Education at the meeting :in : 
the Oval Office. Several of those attend- : 
irig said Mr. Reagan appeared startled ; 
by Dr. Howard's statements and asked · 
for further information from his .staff. : 
Mr. Reagan did not commit himself ·to . 
any action on the matter, however, after . 
Mrs. Faith Ryan Whittlesey, the ; 
president's special assistant for public · 
liaison, noted it was "a local matter" 
still in the courts. 




