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RULE 14

(Continued)

€ Vocational Education Courses
Our students are basicezlly college rreparatcry students
not needing the strong vocational education prcgram.
The expense and teachers are beyond us.

1 p. Z.
1l Music
1 Art - We never have had a high school course.

14-(3¢6) 70% cf courses in High School must ke taugh* by teschers endorsed
(trained) in that area. We often must use teachers we can get and
have available, but are gqualified to teach the course.

14-(39) Eigsh schocl must have a certificated likrarien 2 hours per day.
Expense? Ferson &vailable? Person would have to heve 12 hours
in library media.

14-(40) High schoeol must have a guidance counselor, certificeted, with 12
hours of graduate college training, for at least 2 hours per day.

14-(44) (b) Library must have 1,200 books = €600 of which are nor-fiction and
listed in stendard bibliography lists &pproved by the State Depart-
ment. Expense? Need 1,200 books for 12 students?

14-44 (0) 88% of books to be non-religious.

14-44 (1) Reader's Guide is required - we don't have more than cne or two
magazines listed in it.

14-44 (£) Need 10 magazine subscriptions. Why? No need with few students.
Expense great.



14-(3) (I)

14-(5)

SUITMARY OF RULE 14

Cnly a school approved by the State Board is
consicdered to provide a program of instruction
which is in compliance with the compulsory
attendance laws.

A schcol year is 36 weeks.

Schools nwust be in session 175 days.

A school day is 5 class hours of instruction.

A teacher 1s a certificated instructor.
Application for approval. TForm wmust be signed vy
public school superintendent., School must meet
with Department of Educaticn to determine if
rcgulations can be met. Probaticnary approval.
Visitation by Department of Education re
ccmpliance inspection. I1f Rule 14 not met,
recommendation of non-approval.

Each failure to meet a numbered or lettered
regulation of this Rule shall constitute a

scparate violation. IHMaximum number of allowable
violations:
K- 12 4

7 -12, 0or 9 - 12 2

K- 6, or K- 8 2
Probation. If school on probation continues to
exceed allowable number of violations, Department
shall recommend to Board that the school be
non-approved to operate as a legally constituted
school system for the ensuing school year.
ilcmbers c¢f Department of Education, in
determining whether to recommend to the State
Board that a school system be placed on probation
or be non-approved ''shall take into consideration
the purpose and philoscphy of the school svstem
and the qunlity and appropriantencess of the total
educational program and it may take into account
other factors such as the sparsity of population,
location, and transportation when they create an
undue hardship on the student." .
To be approved, a school must submit annually
Approved School Reports to Department of
Education (Fall Approval Report and Annual Term
Summary Report). Public school superintendent
shall "verify the accuracy of the information.”
Disapproval as penalty for tiling.
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14-(11)

14-(22)

14-(13)"
14-(15)
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14-(17)
14-(18)

14-(20)

"Each statutory violation shall be treated as a

separate violation frem this Rulel

Elementary school instructional pro:ram shall be

based on a written statement of purpose ard/or

goals developed at the local level and approved

by the local Board of [ducation or governing

body.

The policies have to ccnform to the staterent.

Elementary school curriculum,.

(a) reading and language arts

(b) mathcmatics

(c) social studies

(d) science

(e) health

(£) physical education (including "'positive
mental attitudes')

(g) art

(h) music

School must dcveloo policies and procedures for

special cducation programs for all resident

handicapped children which are in compliance with

Rule 51.

School must utilize a competency measure such as

Nebraska Assessment Battery of Essential Learning

Sikills.

School nust keep record of student attcndance and

acadenic progress.

90Z of teachers shall be assigned to areas for

which they have a certificate endorsed for areas

of specialization and the levels for which the

person is specifically qualified.

50% of principal's time must be for

administration and supervision.

Principal must hold an Administrative and

Supervisory Certificate.

Principal must mect with governing body at least:

quarterly to plan for implementation of

educational program of school.

30 to 1 pupil-teacher ratio.

Teacher must participate in at least two days of

in-service activities each ycar.

At least 507 of textbooks shall have a purchase

date of within five years and a copyright date no

more than five years old at time of purchase.

o O . . R

.“



14-(22)0d)

14-(39)

Lach elomovtary school shall acquire a minizua of
15 new library resources, exclusive of texthooks
and encyclepedias, of dififervent ticles, per
tcacher per ycar up to 150 titles during one
year.
School must subscribte to at least two children's
magazines. At least one professional magazine.
Health and safety requiremcnts.
Secondary =chool required subject fields:
(a) Larnguage Arts (40 instructional units)
(b) Social Studies (30 instructional units)
(c) Mathematics (20 instructional units)
{(d) Scicnce (20 instructional units)
(e) Vocaticnal Education and/or Practical Arts

(20 instructional units)

consists of:
VO Agri,/Agribusiness
Business and . Office Education
Distribution Ecducation
Homre Occupations
Howe Economics
. Trade and Industrial
. Industrial Arts
Other occupaticnally oriented courses:
Communicaticons and Media
Fine Arcs
. Humanities
Marine Service
. Recreation and Hospitality
. Public Service

7. Personal Scrvice

(£) Physical Educaticn (10 instructional units)
(g) Health
(h) Music (4 instructional units)
(1) Art (4 instructional units)
The secondary school regulations parallel the
clementary school regulations. However:
Each secondary school shall have a certificated
person assigned for at least two class hours per
day to provide library-media services and shall
have the responsibility for the sccondary
instructional materials and cquipment. This
person must have at lecast 12 semester hours of

(e IR e RV BN ol WIS SO R SL)

O GO RO

college credit in the field of library-media.



14-(40) tlust have a certificated perscen for at least two
class hzurs per day to provide individual

or
group counsecling and guidance services to puplils.,
This person must have had at least 12 semester

heurs of graduate college credit in basic
puidarce and counseling.
Pupil-teacher ratio 27-1.
S-ab) Library nedia center requircements:
(a) Two scets of cncyclopedias
(b) 1700 items
(c) 98% must be non-religious
(d) file cabincts
(c) must subscribe to Readers Guide
(f) rmust subscribe to 10 periovuicals listed in
/bridged Readers Guide
(g) must acquire minimum of 150 new library
resources each year. 504 must be in the
standard references of 44(b)
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SUILIARY CF STATUTES

Schools and teachers subject to general school laws
of state in re (a) grades (b) qualifications, (c)
certification of teachers (d) promotion of pupils.
Schools shall have adequate equipment.

Schools shall have adequate supplies.

Schools shall be graded the same |as what?].
Schools shall have courses of study for each grade
conducted therein, substantially the same as those
[courses of study] given in the public school.
Nothing in 1701 shall be construed as to interfere
with religious instruction in any denominational
school.

Owner or governing board has authority to (a)
select textbooks (b) equipment and supplies (&)
employ teachers (d) axercise general management of
school, SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 1701,

County superintendent or supcrintendent of schools
shall inspect such school and veport to the proper
officers failure to observe 1701, at least twice a
year school must permit and assist in this,
Penalties: If school, after final determination bv
the authorities, fails/refuses to conform to 1701,
1705: (a) no person shall be granted a certificate
to teach therein (b) pupils shall be required to
attend the public school.

Every person with a child shall cause such child to
attend regularly a public or denominational school.
Term not less than 175 days.

Each teacher shall keep record showing ((l) name,
age and address of each child enrolled (2) number
and county by school district (3) number of days
each pupil was present/absent (4) cause of absence.
Teacher shall send list of the pupils enrolled,
with name, age and address of each to
superintendent.

Instruction in American citizenship. Policed by
Committee on Americanism: (1) examine textbooks re
American history and government (2) assure
themselves as to the character of all teachers
employed., One hour per week Lor patriotic
teachings and exercises. Teaching of American
history "from approved textbooksi™
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238(5) (C)

1233(1)

1247.02
1247.05

1247.06

Character education required. :
Commissioner of Education shall prezpare au outline
with suggestions such as in his judgment will besc
accomplish the purposes, set forth in Section
79-214, and shall incorporate the same in the
regular course of study for the first twelve grades
of ALL schools of the State of Nebraska.
State Board has power and duty to establish rules
and regulations for approving the opening of new
schools, for the continued legal opcration of all
schools.
Ho person shall be emploved to teach in any
denominational school who does not hold a valid
Nebraska certificate or permit issued by the
Commissioner of Education legalizing him to teach
the grade or subjects to which elected. (2)
Denominational schools may employ others as teacher
aids. ‘

tate Board may revoke a certificate for just cause
(including immorality, neglect of duty, etc.);
i.e., can intervene in the running of the school,
based on its judgment).
A person holding the title of principal or
supervisor of an accredited school or as supervisor
of any special subjects or subject in which such
persons actually supervise the work of other
teachers in that subject or more subjects, shall
hold a Nebraska Administrative and Supervisory
Certificate or a Nebraska Prof. Administrative and
Supervisory Certificate.
Tcacher or administrator must register the
certificate with the county superintendent and no
contract for a school shall be valid until
registration. [See balance of this statute].
Accrediting procedure. A school must first be an
approved school.
Teacher certificates. Board to adopt rules re
certificates for all elementary and secondary
schools of this state based upon earned college
credit, or the equivalent thereto-including '"moral,
mental and physical fitness for teaching, all in
accord with sound educational practices',
Maximum which Board may require for first issuance

of a certificate shall be that the applicant is of
sound mental and physical health and of good moral
character, and a statement countersigned by an
authorized official of a standard institution of
higher cducation which certifies the grade levels

-



1247.07

and subject fields or areas of specialization for
which the applicant was specifically prepared to
tcach and that the applicant has (1) baccalaureato
cegree, (2) satisfactorily completed the
institution's program for teaching (3) met all
other appropriate requirements of the institution.
Certificate shall indicate the grade levels,
subjects, subject fields, or areas of
specialization for which the holder was
specifically prepared by a standard institution of
higher education or authorized by the Board to
teach, counsel, supervise and administer,
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Amish colony selling out, going away

. t . \
By Dean Terrill s
Southeast Nebraska Buresu

. PAWNEE CITY — Iis not being
pverly dramatic o call i the end of an
era. . S :

" Hustory will note forever that Pawnee
§'ounty once hosled a colony of Old
Order Amish. Sumularly, Levi Troyer

and Atlee Miller will tell their grand-.

¢luldren about their {amilies’ four years

e ceesr -

in Nebraska.

For all practical purposes, Wednes-
day was the st chapler as ‘Trayer auc-
tioned offl ns horsedrawn machiery
and other farm slenss. Muller hopes jor
dn equal crowd — estimaled al aproxs-
mately 350 — when be sells out next
Tuesday. '

Hoth men and their famibes will pack
up tmmediately lor Ohio, their home be-

fore crowded conditions brought them
west. The Roman Borntregers and Rudy
Troyers (no relation o Levi), the last of
4 seitlement which once numbered
seven lanules; will bead to Wisconsm
once Bornlreger finds a buyer for his
farm. ’
Ironically, Wednesday's sale came

one day after the Nebraska Legislature-

approval to a hill

Hy VIR S
Start phato by Dean Terrll

Ho.e Jraven miachinery was pientiful, whether you were buying or just climbing.

which would clear the Amish in 3
drawn-out school dispute. Their refusal
lo  lure satecertified teachers

jrompted .several lawsuils, including

one still pending in Pawnee County Dis-

tnct Court. v

“They should have done il two years
ago, so it’s land of disgusting in a way,”
said the soft-spoken Troyer. “We're just
getling started now.”

But both of the orginal selllers said
they harbor no bitlerness, either toward
governinent officials or the community.

“It's been a pleasant and short four
years,” said Muller, the focus of contro-
versy when his buggy was sold al a sher-
iff's sale Lo pay off a court fine. “We're_
graleful for -all the goodness shown us
and we'll be mussing a lot of friendly
faces.” . S

A crowd coming from several coun-

' ties was altracted by such olden day of-

lerings as wood cook stoves, antique
hight faxtures and one-row machinery. A
bke-new black buggy brought $10, a
breaking cart $400 and a weathered bob-
sled §83.

denous bidders were obyiously out- - |

oumbered by the cunous. The Anish,
conspicuous because of the men's wide
black hats and the women’s tiny caps

v, and long dresses, were swtounded by
& well-wishing friends.

The women, incidentally, had a com-
picte seliout of the baked goods which

- have canied e d lofty reputation

“I really bike these people,” said Joe

e Marti, who came 18 nules from Bern,

han, for the sale. “IThey’re hard work-
ers and I blame Nebraska thal they are
having Lo leave, What the Legsiature ig
dong 1S good, but it should-have come

S00LeT.”

~ Amish farm auctior

While there had been son
towapd lhe newcomers al
local edstor-publisher  Bill
thal largely subsided afler
clear e Coluity wuudd mit g1

“They're quet and very !
gong aboul thear busines,™ »
son. “They (on't expect any!

- be left to go their own way."

Besides the schoal dispute

. were having economic
Cilai@ O 1D a2 Lelicn ful

-
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selling out, going away

1 purposes, Wednes-
Lapler a8 Troyer auc-
caerawn machinery
:tas. Miller hopes for
-estmated at aprox-
»n be sells oul next

wir families will pack
- (ihio, their home be-

-

fore crowded conditions brought them
west. The Roman Borntregers und Rudy
Troyers (no relation to Levi), tw last of
a selllement which oace numbered
seven families; will head to Wisconsin
once Borntreger finds a buyer for his
farm.

Ironically, Wednesday's sale came
one day after the Ne Legaslature
gave prebminary approval to a ll

Stait photo by Dean Terrill
i ther you were buying or just climbing.

which would clear the Amish in a
drawn-out school dispute. Their refusal
o hue state-certified  teachers
prompled several lawsuils, wncluding

one still pending in Pawnee Counly Dis- e M

trict Court.

“They should have done it two years
ago, 50 1U’s kind of disgusting in a way,”
said the soft-spoken Troyer. “We're just
getting started now.”

Bul both of the original settlers said
they harbor no bitterness, either toward
govermnent officials or the community.

“Il's been a pleasant and short four
years,” said Miller, the focus of contro-
versy when his buggy was sold at a sher-

U{’s sale Lo pay off a court fune. “We're.

gralefu] for.all the goodness shown us
and we'll be imsswg a ol of fnendly
faces.”

A crowd coming {rom several coun-
ties was altracted by such olden day of-
ferings as wood cook stoves, antique
light fixtures and one-row machinery. A
like-new black buggy brought $10, a
breaking cart $100 and a wealhered bob-
sled §$85.

Serious idders were obviously out-
numbered by the cunous. The Anish,
conspicuous becuuse of the men’s wide
black hats and the women’s liny caps
and long dresses, were surrounded by
well-wistung friends.

The women, incidentally, had a com-
plete sellout of the baked goods which

- have earned them a lofty reputation.

“1 really hke these people,” said Joe
Marti, who came 18 miles from Bern,
Kan,, for the sale. “Yhey're hard work-
ers and I blame Nebraska that they are
having L0 ledve. What the Legislature 1§
downg 15 goud, but 1t shoukl hiave come
suuileg.”

w hile there had been sume quumwly ’

towapd Whe newcoliers al (st saxd
local edilor-publister Bill Tpoingson,
that largely subsuled afier il became
clear the coluny would not grow.
“Theyre quuwl and very honest, just
going aboul their business,” saud Thomp-
son. “They don't expect .myﬂung but Lo
_ be left Lo go Lher own way.”
Besudes the sctwol dispute, the Amish
were huving economue probiems be-

tabse of tehigods teliets fotidding the

Staff phota by Mn hrrlill
Amnsh farm auction drew ) crowd of 350 people ‘; -

use of eleclnc:ly ‘Fhat conmclul with a
stale Agricullure Department requive-
inent that aulomalically cooled storage:
lanlmbeuwdlostoremnk.lhelm
main jivelihood ‘.

According o Mlller bowever, ll ap—-

_peared the stale was aboul 10 resplve’
; that problem. ‘The school sityalion Ly the? -
main reason the famillies are moying. -+ 3

“We would have changed pur plans M-

'thcse things had been done a year ago,”-

then t i i "
‘he_%td:_ “But theq, life does go on®

—

e 4 et e st
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Amlsh schools

. no »wg

are dlfferent
m many ways

PAWth CITY — There's no elec-
incily and George Washington 15 missing
because portials are considered a
praven mage. Visitors try not to stare at
tho guls’ ankle-lenglh dresses and lUny
black caps.

Otherwise, the six-pupil West Branch
School strongly resembjes hundreds of
ullers once doiung the Nebwraska coun-
tryside. Thus rural schwal, however, is Uid
tirder Amish, ane of Lwo w the state.

The other is East Pawnee, a few miles
€4sl on Nebraska 4 butl less recognizable
suwce classes are held in Homan Boro- -
lreger's garage. Wesl Branch is a one-
time public schoal that was moved in last
lull.

-

AMrs. Borntreger, whose 10 pupils -
clude five of her own children, and West S
Branct's Sara Muler have been charged 577 R
with teachung without stute cerificates. i iad 3% s
Bt are m thelr bl yeur; both are
viphgrade graduales as per. Anush
Cuslindi. Aud bulh, sleepad W e cultural
alub religious precepls of several genera:
uiny sy feel thal stule standards

2l
RiLL 1

- " °
SUAFF PROTOS yy ub:,"’,’ﬁ k’

Sbate Uati st s olisbluhiotial . Amish children play 1 the yard of West Branch School 1n Pawnec .Counl.y .
rigtas, Thewr contentwon could go as hugh : : . . -
5 the Ug. Supreme Cout. ¥ uml drive will aid l’awnee County famlhea , -
B Same subjects | 4 - i i - b b k tm P
Neanume\ preity mumh Uw same sub- . m l S !/ ’ ll " ’ l‘t ’ ac al s
;TN ey o g oAeid IR R hlllb'u
e Y U e oia, 3 Shaab Lo Weol g
o Branch, pracucally tn e Chyis Mulles _ By Dean Terrili

neoe, Southeast Nebraska Bureau o R
" (armyard, indicated two addillons: Ger- ° Sl i
- .,. maR knd religion. Friduys .are Wh PAWNU;. CITY Aq duempl 1o byy PR |




Same subjects
Meantime, pretty much fhe same sub-
s luugld in.public schools are taught

the two classrooms. A visil o West -
anch, practically in the Chns Millet -

viayard, ingdlcated two additions; Ger-

dn and rebon. Fridays are largely ~

ven over Lo thase two subjects.

“We need the German because our
Wi i BeTVICES are st w thal Jan-
At sakd dSara, the fourth sister in @
iy of 12 to have taught “And school
upeied every moruag with prayer.”

Lookunyg even younger than her 17
alh. e teavher wore o neatly pressed
s o3 e Wo long for recess base-
A white cap helped set her apart

i Lthe Uuee girls with thewr black
1SS

The school lost four pupils recently
wiho e velly Yoder tanily puned o
wa Al Yader o Sara's sister. Thal
L sex pupils and six grades, all chuldren
Ative Miller: Iva, Matue, Alvin, Dora,

vuisd Al Jr. The Ly bves just

ue e secliun.

“We're real well satisfied with Sara as
leacher, only we du wisn there were
wr clidren,” sad ther father. 1
ulan'l be afrad 10 pul my chudsen or
y uiber Agush up aganst those edy-
ied W town.”

‘Surroyndings not good’
Miuers objeclvus Lo public schools
¢ buth on what they would be taught
0 whal they wopldil )" he saul. Be

e dack of Feligwus Irabuag, he

:) e cinidies would be subjected to .

s B eadangs as sex did evolublon”

satd dhe sucroundiyi of the pubiie
WLy et dstal Bll)d,h e coslinued. ~Duy
disc anmd Bl are what chdren need

R R
1 aphine? Sara saud she has no disvi-
el bis el all Tl La L al
Lot E b alied al busie and Haen put
Y Coeetoat " had watin

wastd Ly Pdlcﬂb aiid .n.hum [ A

ded her mother.

L IR R

eSS LS "T4T s 7 T NwEwE wheewe = v | 8%

By Deon Territl
Saulhegst Nebraska Bureau

- PAWNEE CITY — An attempt to buy

an Amush buggy sold recently at a sher- -

Uls auction and return it 1o its orignal
owner apparently has !alled becauae ‘the
buyer refuses Lo sell.

.l.mn.a Svoboda of Belvidere, who
raised more than $800 in 4 stale fund

_ drive i behalfl of the Anush, said Lhe new
-owner lurned down a telephoned open-

end offer for the vehicle. Roy Nider,
Pawnee City grocer, paid $420 for lne
buggy at the December uuclion.

“{ told Nider we would pay a fair price,
including suine for Yus inconvemence, bul
he replied that he didn't need the
muiicy,” suid Svoboda. “Yet I'm bopeful
he will reconsider. That buggy 1 te very
symbol of & 400-yeusr-old culture.”

Nider, wite commutes o the grocery
from nearby Axteld, Kun, fold a reporier
he bought the buggy “for my owa rea-
sons.” He declined further camunent ex-
cepl 10 Say he was misquoted i a Kansas
Ciy article thal reported he nught re-
turn the velucle to its ongul owner.

" Second thoughts

- That owner, Atjee Miller, vawed last
month thal he wollt leave the commuy-
nly afier Pawnee Counly authoribes
stbeand the buggy aind 3109 from a check-
Wy uceownt 1o pay a §30 fue. A court ap-
peal ran the total to $89 after the Anush
falher of 1, fined tor seadinyg Jus cluldren
Lo an Anish school that had a non-cert.
ficd feacher, sud @ would viotale his
pruiciples 1o pay Lhe fuwe.

Muler told a reporter Thursduy he has
recavel such support thal he has sciond
thoughils ubual movuy.

"Besides lols of lellers, wo've had
Visilors froin as {yr away as Hastings
and urand Island whe caiie to gne en-
couragemenl,” sad Miller, 42 “And ozl
of s Ccommuaty Iy rea Loeny |l
BULBD WU Call diWay s gub duvthcs bupgy.

$210 10, Milleg

Since thg buggy apparently won’t be
r‘lln-vw Crohoda notd emna an -

Tt TR R R

.'I‘wo buggles are ﬁdlked in the yard at the Cnns Mﬂler hou:e- v ﬁ;",. >

the U.S. Supreme (ourL The Penn.sy!vao
nia-based National Commiltee for the
. Presecvation of the Amish Religiop will

. .defeud the Nebraska families through .

pabionslly huown altorney Willam Ball
Ailliougt Miltcr 18 uncertain whether
{0 move, another of the six resident fanu-
hies defutely has decided Lo pull oul. ‘The
Chris Mudiers, who bought 2 17-aere “Te-
e Lrael” west of lown last March,

ave nieertain only abual date and deslt-

Habioll

Oae of teachers
Thetr 17-year-old daughter, Sara, i vtie
of two leachers chargued wilh teachusg

withoul g certificate. Thew heanngs

probably will be tuned with the four (a-
tiers' cases,
I st Choisbian way of life to have

W et ahe thas,” said bira's anothier, .

Ada, dbmnlly reluted W e Alee
Mulets, “lts gettg hagd o lwa the

-Ather cheek, bul at h:ast we doulstnke :

b'tk.ll

nnn .vln. trht e cnd e do lmu Pha Talbiy

’53 - -
faasd Jiios P
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“We now chmp the box n pld(‘e every y .
«day before the mall. comes and lahe I ..
-, down . sfleyward,” sad \lrb. Mmer

. “Thal’s betler than, having 0 buy new ,(_'
Cones"” ) - ' ) ’

Thal wcident was an exceplion, how-
ever. The fabes say lhey generally

bave been well-treated ip the three years -

since tae Allee Maders dod Levi Troyens
woved here frum Olio. The others (o)
luwid from Wil state and lowa.

The most vocal prolest aganst lhe

ATNL 8 small, uisigned ¢d ajipraring v
the Beslice Dgily dun and Fawnee Re-

" publican, was' bol strongly worded, Re-

tred farmer Ells Dovel toid a feporter

. be was the lone yponsor, but he estimated *
thal “anyul 8 parceat of the rural people.

here share the same feelings” |+

Keep 10 themselves
Now exeeullye dareclus of Pawnee Vi;

‘lage, 8 retirement center, Davel said his

-mam oblection v that the Amish “hve

i
]
S
{

)
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fromn ghe three girls with thewr bl.u.k
Cupy .

The scheol lost four pupils recently
when Lbe Felly Yoder famiy moved to
Texas. Mrs. Yoder is Sara's sister. That -
ie{t six pupils and six grades, all children
of Atlee Mller: Iva, Mattie, Alvin, Dora,
Jacoh and AUee Jr. The famuly hves jual
acruss the seclion -

“We're real well satislied with Sara as
a leacher, only we do wish there were
olher chuldren,” said their father. ;1
wouldn't be afraid Lo pyt my chidren or
any other Amush up against those edy- .
rated 1n lown.” '

'Surroyadings not gaod®
Miller’s objections o public schools.
e “both on whal they would be taught
110 what they wouldnt be,” hie said. Be-
siles the lack of religious (rauvung, he
wid, Uwe children would be subjected 1o .
“suvh leachungs as sex and evolution.”

~Just the surroundings of the public
houls are not good,” he contunued. “Dis-
s:ne and Bible are what children need

"
el

Dusciplne? Sara said she has no discl-
une problems. at all “because that 1s
ometiung learned at home and then pul
nlo practice at school” Jlard work Is
aressed by parents and school alike,
sided her mother.

“Learung o do a goud duy's work 1s
Lk tioré unportant than anythung a
oy anteht earn in lugh school,” said Mrs.
Muier. “Our people also are taught to
suin fOr vthers and for salistaction, not
4 for pay.”

lae motber, - more oul.spoken than
e of the other setllers, scoffed at the
« -t er certification requirement.

“ihere’s a Jdifference belween being
vthied and qualfied,” she said. “Some-
xuly siud that for us 1o have a certified
s tier would by ke u Cathobie teaciung

e sy ovhool”

11U INIUET w® WOUI [NLY 8 1l price,
mchudiy sone for b, meonvetuence, bal
he rephed that le Wdnl need lhe
money,” said Svoboda. “Yet T hopefud

he will reconsider. That buggy is the very

symbol of a 400-year-old culture.”
Nider, who commutes o the grocery

from nearby Axtell, Ka., told a reporter.
he bought the buggy “for my own rea- ..
-sans.” He declined further commenl ex- .
- Gepl Lo say he was misquoled in a Kansas . -

City article that reported be might re-
Llurn the vehicle o its original owner.

Second thoughts -

-/ That owner, Allee Miller, vowed last

month that he wolild leave the commu-

- nity afler Pawnee County asuthorities
seized Lhe buggy and $169 from a check-
Ing account to pay a $30 fine. A court ap-
peal ran the lotal to $389 after the Amush
falher ol 11, funed for sending lus children
to an Amsh schoal that had a nop-cerli-
fied leacher, suid it would violule his
principles Lo pay the fine.

Multer lold a reporier Thursday he hus
received such support thal he has second
thoughts about moving.

“Besides lots of letters, we've had
visitors from as far away as llasings
and Grand Island who came to give en-
couragenient,” said Miller, 42. “And most
of Uus commumty 15 real friendly. 1

guess we can always get another buggy."j

3500 1o Miller

Since the bupgy apparentlv won't be
reluujuislied, dSyobuoud said, §o00 . will be
given to Miler 1o heip purchuse a re
placement, "[he balance of the fund will
Le used (o detend Miller and Lhree other
Amush fathers an another court aclon
ueAl mont

Muler, Levi Truyer, Felly Yoder und
Roman Boiaueger fuce nusdemeanor.
charges of violaung compulsory school-
altendance laws — e same offeuse
which brouglit Matler's first fine. Cuunty
Court heanngs tentalvely are scheduled
for March Sk-apid 2.

T chureh vs state impheatons are
almost certait 1o Lase the thatie? { the
Newrasaa dupieine Cuull aud pussibiy

‘u

’{h XI.- .

TV, w ot »
the U.S. Supreme Court” ‘Phe Pennayh'd-
nia-based National Cominities for the
. Preservation of the Amish Religiop, will
., 1defend the Nebraska: families through
" nationally known attorney William Ball
Although Miller is uncertain whether
to move, another of the six resident fami-
lies definitely has decided to pull oul. The
Chiis Millers, who bought a 17-acre “re-
turement tract” west of 1own last March,
are uncertamn only about date and desl-
mauon,

One of teachers
Their 17-year-old daughter, Sara, 1s one
of two leachers charged with leaching
without g cerlificate. Theur heanngs
probably will be timed wnLh Lhe luur fa-
- thers’ cases.
“1tisn't @ Chrislian way of lue to have

1o fight hke ths” said Sara’s mother,«

_ Ada, distantly relaled lo the " Alee
Millers. “IU’s getling hard. lo twra the
ather cheek, but at least we don't strike
buck.”

One daughter and son-in-law, the Felty
Yoders, already have lell for Texds be-
cause of the tenston. The Chris Milers
have wne other sarmied children u varl-
ous states. ' .

We were hoping that some of the
oihers would settle here, but not now,”

coptinued the housewife, in her aud-3s. .

“There ire many other places where oy
people can have their schools la peace.”

Except for the courl cases, the maost
serious protest aganst the Aatsh was
the knocking down of four famihes’ rural
miailboxes ut December. The one belouy-
Wi Lo A Gl i Sldders Kiter was stvice.

»

g

'\.v‘a

'l‘wo buggles are parked in the yard at the Chm Muler house A :

ro A
“We now clamp the box in place every- LI

day before the mail comes and take iU .

down - afterward” said Mrs. Wuler.’

“That’s beiter than, having to buy new _‘.
| A
Thal incidenl was an exceplion, bow- ~ 2
ever. ‘The famibes say they generally
have been wel-trealed in the three years
auee the Allee Millers and Levi Troyers !
moved here from Ohto. The others fol-
lowed from Wt state and lowa. . ... |

The maost vocal protest agunst the™!
Anush, 3 siall, unsigned ad appeanng
the Bealrice Dady Sun and Pawnee Re- |
pubbican, was nol strongly worded. Re- .
tired farmer Elis Dovel told a reporter
he was the lone gponsor, but he estimated . !
that “about 53 parcent of Lhe ruraj people ,
heremremestme!eehnga" A ‘

Keep to themaelveu Co

Now execulive director of Pawnee Vil
lage, & retirement center, Duvel swd fus
tiian cbjeclon 15 that the Apush “bve
very much to themselves and will never
become @ real part of the communty.”
Ao, furmens resent thewr competing for
Lasid amd merchunts feel theeatened ve-
Caust Ly buy nv cars or ()lhel moderi

!
)
. cpuyemtences, . - (., - oot ‘1‘
4
i

“1 leel no bitterness toward them, just -
disappointment,” Dovel continued, “I'd -
evell nay Uy Lave 8 righl (o thew ownt
schools, but not it exwsting laws lLiave to .i

. be changed (0 accommodate them.

“They're 4 God-fearing people and you *
don’t have Lo worry about them slealng,
yet if they chunge Lhe communily they've
Laken somelung w that way.”

A e
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Ioma séys its 23 Amlsh schools

-DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) —. slers score above the 80th or
TheJows Depariment-of Pub-  70th percentile ‘on the basic
lic lnslruclnoﬂ Wednesday au- : iests, Ms, Murro sald That
thorized 23 Amish schools.{o . means they performed betler
conlinue - using non-ceru.ned han 80 percent orVOpercenl of
leachers. 7+ V7 those Laking the tests.

: “The authorization conlinues .  “T'W not saying their schools

L until next vear an exemplion ‘ gre  as, good As the public
 from the school.siandards law.

¢ munted W the Amush annually”
Pm(‘e 1865

cducation  consultant

N.rra tox: the DPI board lhal T PAWNEE CITY {AP) — A
bihe~524 children in the Amish: trial o decide whetber two
{ schools -&re making salisfac- - Amish families in Nebraska
, tory progress as measured by - can continue educaling their
 the Jowa Test of Basic Skills.* -+ -chiidren with ® private tutor
. “They dc verv well on these - ‘-has been postponed-. -~ -
tests”-said Ms Munro. “The - It was 10 start Friday in
'schools © emphasize | stdy | Pawnee County Court, but one
: h‘ibm gudlly of work and fin- * of the lawyers involved in the
ishing your work They are case said Tuesday & ““legal
’mnung satisfaclory progress guestion” has arisen apd sub-
~for the type of life they Jead.” ‘i’ ‘mission of additional bnets ls

“Many. of dhe Amish young. ' mecessary.”. . ¢
;~ L ’ v

C e

.school
are rnkw

can use non-certlfied teachers

., shesan::rhey
satisfactory prog-

ress in‘dhe basic skills only.
The public schools 2each addi-
Liona) things {hat gre important

. 10 the gquatily of Bfe as we lead

it, and 1hE Jowa Test dm nol
lest for lth" .

"rhe exemplion has been, Pazbnee Clt) tr lal Put Of f

Deparimenl’ elemenmry' m Amish educatwn case..

by the court, the attorney said
“The Levi ‘I‘ro)er and Atiee -

Miller families could face max- ‘
* imum musdemeanar penaltses |

of $500, three months’ imprison- -
ment or,both under & pew Ne-
braska law @ffective this year.
’mere \smn;nnnumhne

'Ihetwoummes haw llbm

L m

¥ . of 18 Chidren.

R

..-‘

" & now trial'date will beget .
‘uben the briels are received

.
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darm o s L st RS
years - DuTew fimes e st
year f Csenging the Ten o
Slate . i, ool sCh _ m:iy
IUN cre ~a. The Atlee M 'ters and

n
;\

e
the 11 rovers, remar «d. The
Roma: B. - repers, anotrer Anush
family, oo <dinfrom Wit nisin

Last ™.

Troye: v . charged i diste ot enart
with vl ong Nebrasho's scinsl
laws.

- Pawice Jounty Attarney L. e
Stehli.. w o filed (he cu1, a'=o
nanicd Los treger's wife, barboe g,
forteo~ witholt o Nehro il -
tificgis r ~ermit. She tesches 16
Amishocnn renina parage citaciad
tethe bore s eger hows

Muivior - Thiemunn, Fawroe
Courew et s d
the Aok oailéren s CDeft-
Ling or Wde aateeducation vior thar
porpor o feruslcar tei”

She . oi¢ "he school (5w, in the
Fawno Toocdstrict and 1 soon
Wi teee rewachievement

Mreo Troomann said the
childre s rono) vear is o ,
shames e required for obroe
Lopt el s Boys an th o
Fruls wor v v aare distniss g o
cizsso 1 rop pick corn in e Lo
and piat o mpsin the sprin.. VFos

ovomc rer, people have sicepted
hem,t s i
Lindnom szid there is 0o quies-

the effectivercess of
LN
- schools before e prov-
schools,” he s.:d, end
Ten are taughi toospeox
iaghsh, German and Peansyivana
Datchi Trey Jearn “‘patience and
¥indne-s, Cxoperation rather thun
commLLion: QOonsensus rather than
individuziirm, A 12-yeur-0ld Amish
grrlca co - ameal for30 threshers.
dicr mother taught her
Wilham Thompson, pubiisher of
the P2y ec Republican end for nire
yuars Lomeisber of the Pawnioe City
school Iouri, belleves the Amish
choo! trou. be ellowed to oocrate,
“But tho: wazaminority view on the
bourd,” Thi mpson sald. He sard he's
pottots” v twnindthe Amiish position,
butsup;- ris themonprinciric.

* Since the “‘jong-estabished cult -

wre’ ¢of o Amish is recognized by

sme ¢ or suates, Nebresss should.

fi.d B wiy (o let them operaie their
dan schioni anc theirown society," he
taid. L A

Cnthe oot hand, Thempsor saic,

owontor he they'd feci of & furmer
frem Feere beought his cusioms into
VAT frsmunity.””
Siehl™ geined tobe inter ciewec.
Borr: . rdeclinedtoanswer are-
0TICrE fuotions 0F pernt phote-
Srophs U b taken on his property.

St rars bt st 7en .
285070 that ther e T te ety
them from comyictoe, ™ 2ol
said. .

He said there is noway ti..* Amish
teachers could qualify for ¢ortificu-
tion in Nebraska because toir rehe

sy
e
o
[ '1 4
v "
o= L
[ £
SO '_ «S
.. @ ! N
R
’ ., H 3
N - K
‘ N
B \ 7N
Mrs. Thiemann Thompson

gious behe!s rejoct schaaling beyend
the eighth grade. The Amash believe
higher educat,on exposes & person to
Uscientic pursids, automobiles”
andother elemen s ol Cworlduness, "
which theyvreject e said,

Lindhoim, @ Lutheras minister,
said he could noi tewth Amish stu-
dents because of his eduietion.
would not he the rght example. ]
would undermine thar banels)” he
sard.

The Amich have schois in 2]
states, Lindroiny sawid, end cmong
them orly Nefrsska, Jows and s:ix
others  regoire parockizl school
teachers to b certiied. I wva. Fowev-
er, makes 11 roseible to ehiain un ex-

al teaching ¢iperiince anc reiigious
tracping in el np the Gonllicutions
of an Amish tcacher. but she indi-
cated the Amich school wou ! not re-
ceive special consideration, and she
would follow the Jaw clusely in weigh-
ingilsapplimnnn.

‘We would be setting a prece-
dent,”’ she abserved.

The Amish controversy began in
Puwnee County shortiv afier three
Amish families from Ghio moved to
farms near Pawnee City abnut 314
wars ago and drew fines the first
yuar for not sending therr children to
state-approved schonls  One family
feft Nebraska. The Atle. Millers and
the Levi Trosers rer.amned. The
Roman Borntregers, ancther Amish
“family, moved in from Wisconsin.

Last May, Borntreger, Milier and |

Troyer were charged indistrict court
with violating Nebraska’'s school
laws.

Pawnee Coun'y Attorney L. Joe
Stehiik, who {iled the suit, also
named Borntrvper's wife, Barbara,
for teaching without a Nehraska cer-
tificate or permit. She teaches 16
Amish children in a garage attached
tothe Bormtreger house.

Marjorie Thiemann, Pawnee
" County school superintendent, said
the Amish children scem to be get-
ting an adequate education **for their

- purposcs, asfaraslcantell.” .

She said the school is within the

Pawnec City district pnd they soon

will take new achicvement tesis. -

Mrs. Thiemann said the Amish
children’s school year is 25 davs
shorer than 1s required for 'webras-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 13, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH:: Jack Courtemanche

FROM: Joyce Thomann

SUBJECT: Memorandum to Meese, Re: Nebraska Church
School Case

Attached is a copy of a memorandum drafted by Morton Blackwell
in cooperation with Steve Galebach of OPD, for your signature.

jet

1 Attahcment a/s



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 13, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE, III
FROM: FAITH WHITTLESEY 4&

SUBJECT: Nebraska School Crisis

The religious leaders who support this Administration are
rapidly falling in line behind the embattled Christian schools
in Nebraska. Our continued failure to take some sympathetic
action will result in grassroots problems we should avoid if
possible. ‘

Members of your staff and mine met last Tuesday in Mike
Uhlmann's office with Brad Reynolds and William Bentley Ball,
the distinguished attorney who specializes in church/state
law, and who is now litigating another of the numerous church
school cases in Nebraska. Mr. Ball suggested that the
Administration issue a statement of concern, which could
encourage the appropriate courts to give serious attention

to the constitutional issues involved. There will be hearings
on two school cases -- not the publicized Louisville case --
on Thursday and Friday of this week. A statement by Thursday
would thus be timely. '

But whether or not the controversy can be solved by the courts,
we have to consider what position the Administration should
take. To stand aloof would only fan the unrest among support-
ive Christians who are already upset at the lack of progress
on "social justice issues" such as the School Prayer Amendment,
tuition tax credits, abortion, and pornography.

Late last week, a rally in support of Faith Christian School
was scheduled for 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 15, at Lafayette
Park.

At first, it appeared that participants would number 400 and
would be from the D.C. area. It now appears that the Nebraskans
will be the stars of a rally of over 1,000. Current plans
include having here eight mothers and the affected 23 students
enrolled at the school. Also present will be Ed Rowe of the
Church League of America, who has been staying in Louisville,



Nebraska coordinating many activities there. Their hope,

in part, is to break into the general, national media, by
assembling here. Of course, the fundamentalist and evangel-
ical media, newsletters, magazines and broadcasts, daily
give this controversy heavy coverage.

The solution I suggest is that we invite in a delegation of
clergy representing the demonstrators at the conclusion of
the rally. They could meet with Morton Blackwell and Mike
Uhlmann, who would give them a copy of the statement which
was developed by your staff after last week's meeting with
attorney Ball. That statement, expressing concern and hope
for a judicial solution, would be simultaneously issued by
our Press Office.

The proposed statement should not be issued before the
meeting for three reasons:

1. To do so would cause some activists to escalate
their demands for action from us.

2. We want those who are coming here to go home
confident they have achieved sympathy and
cooperation from us.

3. There is always the slight chance that events
in Nebraska, good or bad, will alter the
picture before Thursday morning.

This plan would tend to tone down the rhetoric at the rally,
because the leaders would know they were to have a subsequent
meeting with White House Staff.

Of course, we must not indicate we plan to take any step
unless we have carefully planned the whole course of action
which would flow from such a step. For instance, if we
decide to send an observer to Nebraska, that would raise
hopes we might take some legal action. We should decide in
advance if there may be an issue to justify, say, a Justice
Department amicus brief if the case winds up on appeal from
the Nebraska Supreme Court to the U.S. Supreme Court, or if
the case comes into federal district court in a habeas
corpus proceeding.

For now, it is sufficient, and necessary in my view, that we
plan to issue on Thursday a statement of concern and hope

that the matter can still be resolved amicably in the Nebraska
judicial system.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 14, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK COURTEMANCHE

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Morton C. Blackwell 2??

1982 Materials Relating to Faith Baptist
School in Louisville, Nebraska

To the best of my knowledge, there were no drafts of potential
statements circulated last year around October 22nd, when we
issued our only news release on this subiject.

Attached are the items from my files which appear to be relevant
for your 11:00 a.m. meeting: ’

1.

My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of September 22, 1982 in
which I discuss the depth of feeling in the
protestant fundamental community over the issue.

My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of October 19, 1982
in which I discussed the increasing tensions.
In this memorandum, I discussed the possibility
of a Presidential call to Pastor Sileven and
give a sequence of events to that date.

My October 22, 1982 update to Mrs. Dole on the
current situation.

A memorandum from Charles O'Malley at the Education
Department and an attached statement issued by
Secretary Bell.

The White House press statement of October 22, 1982
in which the President is described as "happy that
the Reverend Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska can
rejoin his family."

My memorandum of December 14, 1982 to Mrs. Dole
which includes a copy of the standard response

to the many letters written us by supporters of
the embattled school.

The @raft statement from Michael Uhlmann's office
received December 12, 1983.



You have my memoranda to Mrs. Whittlesey of December 9th
and 13th on this subject.

I think the most compelling argument for action along the
lines of the draft statement from Mike Uhlmann's office is
that these people and their millions of allies are part of
the President's winning coalition. If the tables were
turned, it would be easier to understand. If, for instance,
a local union were under attack by the State government of
Mississippi and if the major union leadership in the country
were moving rapidly to support the threatened union local,
it would be almost inconceivable that a Democratic White
House would fail to at least issue a statement sympathetic
with the plight of the threatened local. More likely, they
would think of some excuse to take action.

MCB: jet

Attachments a/s
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THE WHITE HOUSE r/W,&z/

WASHINGTON
September 22, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE

e ]
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL %é/i
SUBJECT : Christian School Crisis in Nebraska

The Protestant fundamentalist community is electrified with
concern over events in Nebraska.

Many schools are under attack by state officials. A preacher is
in jail because of his refusal to cease operating his church-
affiliated school. Religious media are filled with reports

of police harassment.

We have received many telephone calls and other communications
urging that the President take action. Numerous pastors from
across the country have gone to Nebraska to show their support
for the church schools and their opposition to the State
government's actions. Attached are letters on this topic. .

I urge you to take the matter up with Fred Fielding to deter-
mine what appropriate steps the President can take.

I know that this is fundamentally a state matter. Nebraska
‘requires religious schools to have state-accredited teachers.
Many other states have much less restrictive regulations.

There may be some way in which the Justice Department could
become involved. I don't know. Perhaps in some way the
civil rights of the church school leaders have been violated.

I do know this, however. .There is a big contrast between

the conservative political enthusiasm of 1980 in the religious
community and that we see today. In 1980 there were massive
rallies of fundamentalists and evangelicals all across the
country. Governor Reagan spoke to a stadium full at the
National Affairs Briefing.of the Religious Roundtable in
Dallas. There is nothing parallel to that this year.

Among the steps we ought to take is some expression of support
for the Christian schools in Nebraska.. More than any other
thing the President could do, this would restore the fire in
our natural allies in the religious community. Just investi-
gating the matter would have major benefits for us.



The situation in Nebraska has not received much attention
in the network news broadcasts or national news magazines,
but the matter has been thoroughly and repeatedly discussed
on virtually all the national "religious right" broadcasts.
Some strong demonstration of the President's concern in
behalf of the jailed school official would be promptly

and enthusiastically communicated through the religious
broadcasts and publications.

There is little downside if we show concern here. The real
opponents of these fundamentalist Christian schools are al-
ready in the pocket of the National Education Association,
which actively opposes virtually every policy of this
Administration.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 19, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL%

SUBJECT: Church-State Confrontation in Nebraska

The President is headed into a hornet's nest Wednesday when he
is scheduled to speak in Lincoln, Nebraska on behalf of
Governor Thone.

Independent Baptist minister . Rev. Everett Sileven. has now
been at the Cass County Jail in Plattsmouth, Nebraska for a
month and a half. By the time the President arrives in
Nebraska, there will probably be more than a thousand pastors
from all around the country in the area demonstrating
support for Sileven.

Attached is an abbreviated sequence of events.

The thousand ministers and their supporters are determined
to demonstrate at the President's arrival.

Rev. Sileven's church-school is in Louisville, Nebraska
between Lincoln and Omaha. The church has about 80 members
in a town of 2,000. The church school attendance is about
30.

Dr. pob Billings, who was the 1980 Reagan Campaign liaison
to the religious community , describes the situation as a
"powder keg". He says the preachers involved "don't cuss
but wish they could". He also has reported, from Chuck
O'Malley, that some outraged locals are talking about fire
arms and saying they won't be pushed around any more.

I have worked with H. P. Goldfield of the White House
Counsel's office on this subject. He reports that the White
House Counsel's office and the Justice Department are
opposed to any Administration action on the matter. Our
office sees a growing wave of outrage in the fundamentalist
community on this issue. These religious leaders are a
natural part of the President's winning coalition. If we are
perceived as uncaring about this problem, undoubtedly many
previously politically active fundamentalists will sit on
their hands during the closing days of the elections.



It is in the political interest of those hostile to the
conservative religious leaders who support the President for
him to be perceived as aloof or hostile to the concerns of
the fundamentalist community. '

I see the following options for us:

l.

2.

Do and say nothing on this subject. Maintain it is
a local matter.

In the absence of any rationale for Justice Department
intervention on behalf of Rev. Sileven, someone in the
Administration could make a widely publicized telephone

call to Rev. Sileven in the Cass County Jail, (402) 296-3337,
in Plattsmouth, Nebraska. The thrust of the call should

be to express concern about the situation and the hope

that some accommodation could be reached whereby the affected
fundamentalists would be working to change the law rather than
to break it.

The first choice to make such a call would be the President
himself. The President could capture the imagination of the
millions of people now increasingly concerned over this
issue. He more than anyone else could defuse the situation
and move people away from confrontation.

Next choice would be Mr. Meese. This would insulate the
President somewhat from the matter but show high level
concern.

Others, less visible but appropriate to be authorized to
make such a call would be you, Dr. Bob Billings, or me. A
call from any of us would have a favorable impact on the
situation if for no other reason than as an expression of
concern from the Reagan Administration.

I have a compiled video tape of TV news coverage of the
situation up through the jailing of Rev. Sileven. He behaved
with dignity throughout.

As the week progresses, events are sure to escalate in
intensity in Nebraska. I believe that the visit of the
President is an action-~forcing event for the White House.

See the attached sequence of events.



SEQUENCE OF EVENTS IN NEBRASKA CHURCH - STATE CONTROVERSY

1. Over the years a growing number of fundamentalist
protestant churches have formed church-operated schools in
Nebraska and resisted demands of the State school authorities
that the schools employ only State certified teachers. The
law is draconian compared to most other states.

2. Legal action has been commenced by the State authorities
against at least eight schools .of various protestant denominations
in Nebraska.

3. Rev. Everett Sileven who, with two of his children,
happened to be a student at Hiles Anderson College in Indlana
when Dr. Bob Billings was the President of the college,
became the focus of resistance to the agencies of State
authority over church-operated schools.

4. Church school leaders from other states, most of which
have much less restrictive regulations of church operated
schools, began to show an interest in the Nebraska situation.

5. A Nebraska judge jailed Sileven when he refused to shut
the school or achieve certification. Sileven made bail.
6. Rev. Siliven, despite the court order, continued to

operate the church and the church-school. The judge held
Sileven in contempt and ordered the Cass County Sheriff to
lock the church. The sheriff re-arrested him on September
3, pursuant to the court order. He entered the school and
took Sileven to jail from an assembly of students, parents,
visiting pastors, and a battery of television cameras.

7. The Judge's order allows the church to be opened for
morning and evening Sunday services as well as Wednesday
night prayer meetings. At all other times it is locked by
the sheriff.

B. On Sunday evening, October 17, 120 supporting pastors
from Nebraska and around the country began a prayer meeting
in Sileven's church which was broken up before dawn on
Monday by the sheriff. The sheriff arrived with 18 law
enforcement vehicles, went up to each of the 120 kneeling
pastors and gave them the choice of leaving or being dragged
out. More than ongihird chose to be dragged out. Those
removed accumulated at the front door to the church-school
building. There was a break in the discipline and a scuffle
as the law officers had to push the crowd back in order to
close and lock the front doors of the church.



9. The church is now locked but will, per the court order,
be opened for prayer service on Wednesday night. At that
time there will almost certainly be over 1,000 pastors from .
around the country overflowing Rev. Siliven's church-school
building in Louisville, Nebraska. Dr. Ron Godwin, of Moral
Majority, who supervised video taping of the clearing of the
church last Monday morning, has received calls from all
three major networks who indicate they intend to have camera
crews on hand as the thousand pastors and their supporters
will almost certainly be dragged out of the church at some
point in the early hours of Thursday, October 21.

10. On Wednesday, October 20, the Moral Majority's 264 TV
spots and 1,190 radio spots will begin to run on Nebraska
media. The spots will not make specific reference to the
confrontation in Louisville but the linkage will be apparent
because the broadcast spots will focus in on the church-
state relationship as it affects church schools. The Moral
Majority also has funded newspaper ads to run this week in
Nebraska. A copy of the text is attached.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 22, 1982

UPDATE OF EVENTS IN NEBRASKA CHURCH-STATE CONTROVERSY
AS OF 4 P.M., OCTOBER 22, 1982

l. At 3:30 p.m., October 21, Charles 0O'Malley, Executive
Assistant for Private Education to Secretary of Education

Terrell Bell convened a meeting in Lincoln with representatives

of Protestant and Catholic school groups, the state superintendent
of Education and a representative of the Governor's office. A
tentative agreement was reached regarding the issue of state
certification of church operated schools. This agreement would
depend on certain proposed changes to Nebraska law.

2. On the afternoon of October 22, the state court which had
jailed Rev. Everett Sileven released Rev. Sileven from jail on

the conditions that the Faith Bible School would close for

30 days and that Rev. Sileven would voluntarily return to jail

if a related case were lost by Rev. Carl Godwin, head of Nebraskans
for Educational Freedom. The case regarding Rev. Carl Godwin's
church operated school will be heard in state court October 25,

in Lincoln.

3. In the past three days the White House has received in
excess of 6,000 calls in support of the Christian school leaders
in Nebraska.
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Attached for your information is a copy of a statement
to be made by the Secretary regarding the Nebraska

situvation, and a copy of a Memo we are mailing to
"Koffee Klatch" participants.

¢ Q. pema
Charles J. 0'Malley

Executive Assistant for
Private Education
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20202

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY BELL

Because of its national import and precedent-setting potential, I have
made an appeal to all parties in the church-state Nebraska controversy
to step back, to pause, then to proceed with caution in a situation
that hopefully can be solved in a reasonable manner by people of good
will at this point in time.

It is important that both points of view continue to meet, to discuss
their differences, and to "bargain-out" a solution before this situation
evolves to the point wherein tragedy and violence occur.

My office has been - and will continue to be - in close touch with all
parties and will be available upon request to assist where feasible, in
finding a peaceful and prompt solution.



THE WEITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release October 22, 1982

STATEMENT BY THE PRINCIPAL DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY

The President was pleased to learn that a step toward accomodation

has been reached in Nebraska over the subject of teacher certification
for church-operated schools., He is grateful his Department of Education
could be helpful in mediating the matter and happy that the Reverend
Everett Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska, can rejoin his family.

In accord with America's historic commitment to diversity in education,
the President expressed hope this spirit:of cooperation will lead

to a solution consistent with both the state's responsibility to
ensure high-quality education and the right of parents to organize

and support church-related schools for their children. He applauds
the renewed effort to work within the framework of the law.

Hi#



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
December 14 1982

MEMORANDUM TO ELIZABETH H. DOLE
FROM: MORTON C. BLACKWELL

SUBJECT: Nebraska Christian School Controversy

Per your request for our standardized letters, here is a sample
of the text I have used to respond to about 50 letters supporting
Pastor Everett Sileven. ‘Unfortunately, Pastor Sileven has gone
back to jail to serve out the remainder of his contempt of Court
sentence.

The situation is not settled. The School may or may not be reopened.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 14, 1982

Dear Mrs. Currier:

Thank you for your letter regarding the problems in Nebraska for
Christian schools.

As the President's liaison to the Christian school movement, I have kept

in touch with these developments. I have had two very cordial, personal
meetings here in my office with Pastor Everett Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska
and numerous telephone conversations with him and with other leaders con-
cerned with the application of the principles of religious liberty and
educational freedom to this case.

On October 22, when a temporary compromise was reached, the President
publicly expressed pleasure that Pastor Sileven was able to rejoin his family.
A copy of the White House news release is enclosed.

The legal actions against Christian schools in Nebraska have been taken by
state, not federal authorities.

Officials of our U.S. Department of Education have kept in close contact with
Nebraska Christian school leaders and the state school authorities. Charles J.
O'Malley, Education Secretary Bell's Executive Assistant for Private Education,
has repeatedly been to Nebraska, working to help both sides in an attempt

to reach a satisfactory conclusion to this tragic difficulty.

Please be assured that the President strongly supports our American tradition
of diversity in Education, including religious, private and public schools.

We appreciate your concern, and we hope that either the courts, the state
legislature or the respective sides in the dispute will quickly solve this
problem in such a way as to strengthen both religious freedom and quality
education.

Sincerely,

(. ’ '

-y : P . ¢
/ - : N
/e e -

o/

Morton C. Blackwell
Special Assistant to the President
for Public Liaison

Mrs. E. M. Currier
Box 3

Kristin Forest
Hardy, VA 24101

Enclosure



DRAFT

Statement for the Principal Deputy Press Secretary

Statement Concerning Nebraska Situtation

The President has been apprised of numerous situations
arising in the State of Nebraska involving conflicts between
religious schools and the State education and law enforcement
authorities.

The controversies have involved jailings of ministers,
criminal prosecutions of parents who have their children in
religious schools, impositions of heavy fines on church schools,
refusals to let some graduates of religious colleges teach in
those schools, and the padlocking of at least one church -- all of
these apparently because the pastors, teachers, parents and
principals object on religious grounds to certain Nebraska
statutes. Most recently, parents of school children have been
jailed.

Because, therefore, religious civil rights protected by the
Constitution of the United States may be involved in this
situation, and because the situation has bred such
extraordinarily high feelings in Nebraska, the President has
expressed his concern that the matter be resolved peaceably.

It would appear that early reconsideration of the basic
legal problem by the courts might be a means of resolving the
difficulty. Certainly a new judicial resolution, if possible,
would be far preferable to the continuation of the present
situation.

NOTE: 12/12/83 - Hand-delivered from Mike Uhlmann's Office



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 9, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: JACK COURTEMANCHE
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell '
SUBJECT: Lafayette Sguare Demonstration Regarding the

Nebraska Schocel Situation

I have learned that there is a demonstration being organized
by the New Covenant Churches in Maryland for 10:00 a.m. next
Thursday morning, December 15.

The current estimated participation is 400, which will
include a number of pastors.

The New Convenant Church is a small charismatic denomination
located in east coast states, largely in Maryland.

As other fundamentalist and evangelical churches learn
about the demonstration, I think it is very likely that
there will be additional support for this effort.

Supporters of the embattled Christian schools in Nebraska

are aware that some of their leaders and supporters have

been in contact with the Administration. They are probably
not aware of the details of the meeting held Tuesday afternoon
in Mike Uhlmann's office. At that meeting, Mike Uhlmann, Steve
Galebach, Bob Sweet, Carolyn Sundseth, Brad Reynolds and 1

met with attorney William Ball of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Ball has a court case in .Nebraska relating to a situation
analogous to the Faith Baptist Church case, but in another
city. In a week or so, the Nebraska Supreme Court will
decide whether to hear the appeal of the case being handled
by Mr. Ball, who is one of the most distinguished attorneys
in the country. Mr. Ball asked that somehow the Administra-
tion signal to the Supreme Court of Nebraska that we hope
they will hear Mr. Ball's appeal.

Mr. Ball handled and won similar cases before the state
supreme courts of Vermont, Ohio, and Kentucky.



There is general agreement that the attorneys for the Faith
Baptist Church in Louisville, Nebraska failed to raise many
of the relevant legal issues in the case which they lost.
Therefore, there is hope that the crisis could be alleviated
by the Nebraska Supreme Court.

Further, I was telephoned today by Pastor Everett Sileven.
Seven fathers of children in his church school are still in
jail under order from Nebraska State Judge Ronald Reagan.
The mothers and, I presume, Pastor Sileven are fugitives
from arrest warrants currently.

Pastor Sileven told me that they will be sending a mailgram
to us today requesting that the Presdient meet with some of
the mothers. If the mothers are still fugitives at that
time, I think it will be very difficult for Administration
officials to meet with them. ‘

Attached is a copy of an article which appeared in today's
Washington Times on the matter.

MCB:jet



Zhe Washington Times
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Free Louisville 7, churchmen plead

By Bill Kling

WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

Pressure is growing on the White
House to intervene in a legal battle in
which seven Louisville, Neb., fathers
are in jail for contempt of court in a
dispute over an unaccredited Christian
school operated by a fundamentalist
Baptist church.

Their wives have fled the state with
23 children to avoid similar incarcer-
ation.

Rep. George Hansen, R-Idaho, who
has made two trips to Nebraska as an
unofficial observer and has written two
letters to White House counsel Edwin A.
Meese 111, demanding federal interven-
tion, said yesterday that the matter is
being studied “at the highest policy lev-
els” of the White House.

Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa,
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Sub-
committee on Administrative Practices
and Procedures, expressed an interest
in conducting hearings on the matter
when Congress returns in January, a
Grassley spokesman confirmed yester-
day, but the senator has issued no orders
that such hearings be called.

The “Louisville 7" are the fathers of
pupils who had attended Faith Christian
School operated by Faith Baptist
Church in Louisville, 20 miles south-
west of Omaha, and were jailed Nov. 23
— the day bgfore Thanksgiving — after
they refused to give their names or to

testify during a court hearing for a

state-sought injunction to close the_

unaccredited school.

When the case was mentioned Wed-
nesday in an Oval Office meeting on
tuition tax credit legislation among
President Reagan and a coalition of edu-
cation, church and pro-family groups,

Reagan, assigned specially to the Cass
County court in Plattsmouth to hear the
case, refused again yesterday to appoint
legal counsel for the jailed fathers. He
suggested that they seek attorneys
through the local bar association. Law-
yers who initially represented the
fathers have withdrawn from the case,

_

‘The declaration commits-the supporters to “an
inseparable unity of conscience and cause”

for the school and reaffirms an unwillingness . . .
to relinquish their call to an educational ministry.

Mr. Reagan asked White House aides to
“look into” the matter, according to sev-
eral people who attended the meeting.

Information supplied to the Justice
Department about the case, a depart-
ment spokesman said, has not been suf-
ficient to warrant a federal inquiry into
whether the jailed fathers’ civil rights
had been violated.

A White House source acknowledged
reports that Mr. Reagan is sympathetic
with the Louisville church families, but
he is said to believe that based on the
information he has, they “don’t yet have
a clear-cut federal issue” on which to
base federal intervention.

Meanwhile, a judge named Ronald E.

and others have refused to represent
them. v
Supporters of the jailed men in the

- long-running court battle say they

would pay for a court-appointed attor-
ney — even though they do not have to.
The supporters are among more than
200 fundamentalist Christian ministers
and church officials from 38 states who
have gathered in Louisville to mount a
campaign for the church school.

From Louisville, the fundamentalists
have sought to generate pressure aimed
at bringing the controversy to the atten-
tion of the public, as well as to state and
federal officials, through telephone
calls, prayer vigils and news confer-
ences.

- Dr. Bob Woosley, of Stone Mountain, i
Ga., president of Churches for|
Christian Liberty, referred yesterday to'
the jailed fathers as “the Nebraska.
Seven” and “hostages,” and announced |
adoption of a “Louisville Detlaration”;
in which their supporters expressed:
“broken-hearted abhorrence” over the:
jailings and “the exile” of their families
and of Rev. Everett Sileven, pastor of.
Faith Baptist Church, and Mrs. Teresa’
Schmidt, the Rev. Mr. Sileven’s
daughter, who is principal of Faith’
Christian School. f

The declaration commits the sup-:
porters to “an inseparable unity of con--
science and cause” for the school and;
reaffirms an unwillingness “under any:
circumstances” to relinquish their call’
to an educational ministry. They pledge
to achieve their goals through the
American constitutional system,.
according to the declaration. S

The school case was mentioned to the '
president on Wednesday by Dr. Donald
R. Howard, representing Accelerated .
Christian Education at the meeting ‘in :
the Oval Office. Several of those attend--
ing said Mr. Reagan appeared startled :
by Dr. Howard’s statements and asked
for further information from his staff..
Mr. Reagan did not commit himself-to .
any action on the matter, however, after :
Mrs. Faith Ryan Whittlesey, the!
president’s special assistant for public
liaison, noted it was “a local matter”
still in the courts.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 13, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell A
SUBJECT: Nebraska School Crigis 69’

Jack Courtemanche told me this afternoon that a tentative
decision had been made to do nothing this week relating to
the Nebraska school crisis. I hope very much that decision
can be reversed.

Not only is this a matter of high and increasing concern
among religious leaders who support the President, it is
the precise situation which the Democrat organization in
Nebraska is attempting to impose on us.

Senator Exon wrote a letter to the President, which is being
answered by Chuck O'Malley of our Education Department. 1In
that letter, Senator Exon suggests that the solution to the
problem is simple if only the President would act. That
Exon letter is getting currency in the fundamental and
evangelical communities.

The local officials with whom the Christian school leaders
are having their legal confrontation are almost entirely
Democrats. The largest political force in the State which
is urging draconian measures against the conservative church
leaders is the Nebraska Education Association.

Thus the case is strong that our continued inaction and lack
of obvious sympathy plays into the hands of people who have
every reason to embarrass the Administration and drive a
wedge between us and major elements of the President's
winning coalition in 1980.

If there is future discussion of this at the Senior Staff level,
I think the point should be made that church schools operated
on precisely the same basis as those under attack in Nebraska
have been upheld in virtually every other State in the Union.



Specifically, the Supreme Courts of Vermont, Ohioc and
Kentucky have decided analogous cases in behalf of the
Christian schools and against the local education establish-
ment.

T know it would be easier for us to take action if Pastor
Sileven had been a more congenial fellow (at one point, he
expressed the hope that the Lord would strike the local
sheriff dead). It appears, however, that Sileven has
deliberately avoided the limelight in this current crisis
and has left the public relations to be handled by a local
steering committee and leaders of supportive national
Christian groups. '

If we do not act, if we do not take some appropriate action,
many of the growing number of people who are concerned with
this problem and anticipate a far more serious crisis early
next year over the Social Security taxation of churches will
reach the conclusion that we simply are incapable of being
of assistance to them when they are under attack.

MCB: jet



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 20, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell é%%gz

SUBJECT: Alternate Proposal for Nebraska School Action

Finally we have a new option we should consider in the
Nebraska Christian school crisis.

It seems that the Justice Department has a Community Relations
Service which is designed to ease tensions in localities

where mediation might be helpful. This is a mandate broad
enough to cover the current problems.

The Community Relations Service could offer the good offices
of the Administration in a way not previously provided. Since
the discussion process involved is not one which includes
court actions, we could avoid the problem of a new theory of
intrusion in states' rights.

The potential for violence has helped deter us from other
actions. Now, if there is violence, we could be blamed
for failing to respond to cries for help.

The attached story in the "Washington Times" gives the right
impression of the ferment among our supporters in the religious
community. In my view, we must do something. The Community
Relations Service of DOJ is the best idea I've seen.

MCB: jet

1 Attachment a/s



UESDAY DECEMBER 20,1983

White House rebuffs plea
to help jailed Nebraskans

@he Waghington Times

By Bill Kling

WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

The White House yesterday denied a re-
quest by eight nationally prominent evan-
gelical ministers to meet with President
Reagan to personally plead for his interven-
tion in the long, bitter church-state battle
over unaccredited Faith Christian School in
Louisville, Neb.

Also rebuffed were three senators and a
congressman, all Republicans, through
whom the ministers relayed their meeting
request to White House counselor Edwin
Meese III and James Baker III, White House
chief of staff.

Consistent with a policy adopted at the
White House on Friday, Mr. Meese and Mr.
Baker decided not to agree to the meeting,
continuing the Reagan administration on a
collision course with politically active reli-
gious conservatives who have supported the
president and his policies in the past.

“There was never any plan for the presi-
dent to meet with any representatives in the
Nebraska school case,” C. Anson Franklin,
an assistant White House press secretary,
told The Washington Times. “He thought it
was more appropriate that they meet with
(Education Secretary Terrel H. Bell) and
they did so.”

Meanwhile, writs of habeas corpus were
filed yesterday with the Nebraska Supreme
Court seeking the release from jail of seven
men, dubbed the “Nebraska 7" who have
been incarcerated in Plattsmouth since
Thanksgiving Eve for refusing to testify in
a Cass County court about the school op-
erated by Faith Baptist Church and attended
by their children.

Nebraska education authorities have been
attempting for seven years to close the
school on grounds it has no state license and
its teachers lack state certification.

The “Nebraska 7” fathers were jailed for
contempt of court by a judge named Ronald
E. Reagan, who also issued warrants for the
arrest of their wives; the Rev. Everett
Sileven, pastor of the church; and Mrs. The-
resa Schmidt, school principal and the Rev.
Mr. Sileven’s daughter. They fled Nebraska
with 23 children to avoid incarceration.

Secretary Bell, at a luncheon Thursday
with a delegation of evangelical leaders fol-
lowing a Lafayette Park rally and White
House demonstration, indicated his willing-
ness to examine Nebraska’s eligibility for
continued federal education funds if “Ne-

braska 7" supporters could show state edu-
cation officials were practicing religious
discrimination against Faith Christian
School.

Among the evangelical preachers who
sought an audience with Mr. Reagan were
four with nationwide television ministries
reaching millions of viewers each week.
They are the Rev. Jerry Falwell of
Lynchburg, Va., who also is president of the
Moral Majority; the Rev. Jimmy Swaggart
of Baton Rouge, La.; the Rev. Dr. D. James
Kennedy of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; and the
Rev. Dr. Charles Stanley of Atlanta.

Another, the Rev. Dr. Tim LaHaye of San
Diego, Calif.,, has been assigned by the
Reagan-Bush '84 Committee the task of
keeping “the Christian Right” in the
president’s re-election corner for next year.
His wife, Beverly, is head of Christian
Women of America.

Others were the Rev. Dr. James T. Draper

‘of Fort Worth, Texas, president of the

Southern Baptist Convention; the Rev. Dr.
William R. Bright of San Bernardino, Calif.,
president of the Christian Campus Crusade;
and the Rev. Dr. Ed Rowe of Wheaton, Ili.,
president of the Church League of America.

Seeking the meeting with Mr. Reagan for
the evangelicals were Sen. Roger H. Jepsen,
R-Iowa; Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah; Sen. Bill
Armstrong, R-Colo.; and Rep. George Han-
sen, R-Idaho.

The eight preachers signed a letter to Mr.
Reagan urging him “to initiate a full investi-
gation of the abuse of the constitutional
rights” of the “Nebraska 7” “or to take what-
everappropriate action you might deem nec-
essary to provide immediate relief so that
these families can be reunited in their homes
during this Christmas season.

“These men are in jail only because of
their religious beliefs and we are convinced
that you and millions of Americans are
deeply grieved at the plight of these God-
fearing people,” the letter says.

Mrs. Phyllis Schlafly, head of the Eagle
Forum, sentatelegram to Mr. Reagan yester-
day urging him to meet with the ministers to
discuss the jailing of the seven “for the al-
leged crime of sending their children to a
Christian school” She called the case “a
First Amendment civil rights issue”

Gary Jarmin of Christian Voice warned
that the president “could lose the support of
evangelicals” over the case and should act
in some way.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 14, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK COURTEMANCHE

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Morton C. Blackwell 2??

1982 Materials Relating to Faith Baptist
School in Louisville, Nebraska

To the best of my knowledge, there were no drafts of potential
statements circulated last year around October 22nd, when we
issued our only news release on this subject.

Attached are the items from my files which appear to be relevant
for your 11:00 a.m. meeting:

1.

My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of September 22, 1982 in
which I discuss the depth of feeling in the
protestant fundamental community over the issue.

My memorandum to Mrs. Dole of October 19, 1982
in which I discussed the increasing tensions.
In this memorandum, I discussed the possibility
of a Presidential call to Pastor Sileven and
give a sequence of events to that date.

My October 22, 1982 update to Mrs. Dole on the
current situation.

A memorandum from Charles O'Malley at the Education
Department and an attached statement issued by
Secretary Bell.

The White House press statement of October 22, 1982
in which the President is described as "happy that
the Reverend Sileven of Louisville, Nebraska can
rejoin his family."

My memorandum of December 14, 1982 to Mrs. Dole
which includes a copy of the standard response

to the many letters written us by supporters of
the embattled school.

The draft statement from Michael Uhlmann's office
received December 12, 1983.



You have my memoranda to Mrs. Whittlesey of December 9th
and 13th on this subject.

I think the most compelling argument for action along the
lines of the draft statement from Mike Uhlmann's office is
that these people and their millions of allies are part of
the President's winning coalition. If the tables were
turned, it would be easier to understand. 1If, for instance,
a local union were under attack by the State government of
Mississippi and if the major union leadership in the country
were moving rapidly to support the threatened union local,
it would be almost inconceivable that a Democratic White
House would fail to at least issue a statement sympathetic
with the plight of the threatened local. More likely, they
would think of some excuse to take action.

MCB:jet
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
December 21, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH: Jack Courtemanche
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell _
SUBRJECT: Nebraska School Situatiocn

It's no fun watching a laboriously built coalition dis-
integrate before our eyes. (See attached article,
December 21, Washington Times.)

MCB:jet
1 Attachment a/s

cc: Ken Cribb






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 13, 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE, III
FROM: FAITH WHITTLESEY:PQ

SUBJECT: Nebraska School Crisis

The religious leaders who support this Administration are
rapidly falling in line behind the embattled Christian schools
in Nebraska. Our continued failure to take some sympathetic
action will result in grassroots problems we should avoid if
possible. '

Members of your staff and mine met last Tuesday in Mike
Uhlmann's office with Brad Reynolds and William Bentley Ball,
the distinguished attorney who specializes in church/state
law, and who is now litigating another of the numerous church
school cases in Nebraska. Mr. Ball suggested that the
Administration issue a statement of concern, which could
encourage the appropriate courts to give serious attention

to the constitutional issues involved. There will be hearings
on two school cases —-- not the publicized Louisville case --
on Thursday and Friday of this week. A statement by Thursday
would thus be timely. ‘

But whether or not the controversy can be solved by the courts,
we have to consider what position the Administration should
take. To stand aloof would only fan the unrest among support-
ive Christians who are already upset at the lack of progress
on "social justice issues" such as the School Prayer Amendment,
tuition tax credits, abortion, and pornography.

Late last week, a rally in support of Faith Christian School
was scheduled for 10:00 a.m. Thursday, December 15, at Lafayette
Park.

At first, it appeared that participants would number 400 and
would be from the D.C. area. It now appears that the Nebraskans
will be the stars of a rally of over 1,000. Current plans
include having here eight mothers and the affected 23 students
enrolled at the school. BAlso present will be Ed Rowe of the
Church League of America, who has been staying in Louisville,



Nebraska coordinating many activities there. Their hope,

in part, is to break into the general, national media, by
assembling here. Of course, the fundamentalist and evangel-
ical media, newsletters, magazines and broadcasts, daily
give this controversy heavy coverage.

The solution I suggest is that we invite in a delegation of
clergy representing the demonstrators at the conclusion of

the rally. They could meet with Morton Blackwell and Mike

Uhlmann, who would give them a copy of the .statement which

was developed by your staff after last week's meeting with

attorney Ball. That statement, expressing concern and hope
for a judicial solution, would be simultaneously issued by

our Press Office.

The proposed statement should not be issued before the
meeting for three reasons:

1. To do so would cause some activists to escalate
their demands for action from us.

2. We want those who are coming here to go home
confident they have achieved sympathy and
cooperation from us.

3. There is always the slight chance that events
in Nebraska, good or bad, will alter the
picture before Thursday morning.

This plan would tend to tone down the rhetoric at the rally,
because the leaders would know they were to have a subsequent
meeting with White House Staff.

Of course, we must not indicate we plan to take any step
unless we have carefully planned the whole course of action
which would flow from such a step. For instance, if we
decide to send an observer to Nebraska, that would raise
hopes we might take some legal action. We should decide in
advance if there may be an issue to justify, say, a Justice
Department amicus brief if the case winds up on appeal from
the Nebraska Supreme Court to the U.S. Supreme Court, or if
the case comes into federal district court in a habeas
corpus proceeding.

For now, it is sufficient, and necessary in my view, that we
plan to issue on Thursday a statement of concern and hope

that the matter can still be resolved amicably in the Nebraska
judicial system.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 9, 1983

MEMORANDUM TO: FAITH WHITTLESEY

THROUGH : JACK COURTEMANCHE
FROM: Morton C. Blackwell “-
SUBJECT: Lafayette Square Demonstration Regarding the

Nebraska School Situation

I have learned that there is a demonstration being organized
by the New Covenant Churches in Maryland for 10:00 a.m. next
Thursday morning, December 15.

The current estimated participation is 400, which will
include a number of pastors.

The New Convenant Church is a small charismatic denomination
located in east coast states, largely in Maryland.

As other fundamentalist and evangelical churches learn
about the demonstration, I think it is very likely that
there will be additional support for this effort.

Supporters of the embattled Christian schools in Nebraska

are aware that some of their leaders and supporters have

been in contact with the Administration. They are probably

not aware of the details of the meeting held Tuesday afternoon
in Mike Uhlmann's office. At that meeting, Mike Uhlmann, Steve
Galebach, Bob Sweet, Carolyn Sundseth, Brad Reynolds and I

met with attorney William Ball of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Ball has a court case in Nebraska relating to a situation
analogous to the Faith Baptist Church case, but in another
city. In a week or so, the Nebraska Supreme Court will
decide whether to hear the appeal of the case being handled
by Mr. Ball, who is one of the most distinguished attorneys
in the country. Mr. Ball asked that somehow the Administra-
tion signal to the Supreme Court of Nebraska that we hope
they will hear Mr. Ball's appeal.

Mr. Ball handled and won similar cases before the state
supreme courts of Vermont, Ohio, and Kentucky.



There is general agreement that the attorneys for the Faith
Baptist Church in Louisville, Nebraska failed to raise many
of the relevant legal issues in the case which they lost.
Therefore, there is hope that the crisis could be alleviated
by the Nebraska Supreme Court.

Further, I was telephoned today by Pastor Everett Sileven.
Seven fathers of children in his church school are still in
jail under order from Nebraska State Judge Ronald Reagan.
The mothers and, I presume, Pastor Sileven are fugitives
from arrest warrants currently.

Pastor Sileven told me that they will be sending a mailgram
to us today regquesting that the Presdient meet with some of
the mothers. 1If the mothers are still fugitives at that
time, I think it will be very difficult for Administration
officials to meet with them.

Attached is a copy of an article which appeared in today's
Washington Times on the matter.

. MCB:jet
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Free Louisville 7, churchmen plead

By Bill Kiing

WASHINGTON TIMES STAFF

Pressure is growing on the White
House to intervene in a legal battle in
which seven Louisville, Neb., fathers
are in jail for contempt of court in a
dispute over an unaccredited Christian
school operated by a fundamentalist
Baptist church.

Their wives have fled the state with
23 children to avoid similar incarcer-
ation.

Rep. George Hansen R-Idaho, who
has made two trips to Nebraska as an
unofficial observer and has written two
letters to White House counsel Edwin A.
Meese III, demanding federal interven-
tion, said yesterday that the matter is
being studied “at the highest policy lev-
els” of the White House.

Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa,
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Sub-
committee on Administrative Practices
and Procedures, expressed an interest
in conducting hearings on the matter
when Congress returns in January, a
Grassley spokesman confirmed yester-
day, but the senator hasissued no orders
that such hearings be called.

The “Louisville 7” are the fathers of
pupils who had attended Faith Christian
School operated by Faith Baptist
Church in Louisville, 20 miles south-
west of Omaha, and were jailed Nov. 23
— the day before Thanksgiving — after
they refused to give their names or to

testify during a court hearing for a

state-sought injunction to close the_

unaccredited school.

When the case was mentioned Wed-
nesday in an Oval Office meeting on
tuition tax credit legislation among
President Reagan and a coalition of edu-
cation, church and pro-family groups,

Reagan, assigned specially to the Cass
County court in Plattsmouth to hear the
case, refused again yesterday to appoint
legal counsel for the jailed fathers. He
suggested that they seek attorneys
through the local bar association. Law-
yers who initially represented the
fathers have withdrawn from the case,

‘The declaration commits the supporters to *

inseparable unity of conscience and cause”
for the school and reaffirms an unwillingness . . .
to relinquish their call to an educational ministry.

Mr. Reagan asked White House aides to
“look into” the matter, according to sev-
eral people who attended the meeting.

Information supplied to the Justice
Department about the case, a depart-
ment spokesman said, has not been suf-
ficient to warrant a federal inquiry into
whether the jailed fathers’ civil rights
had been violated.

A White House source acknowledged
reports that Mr. Reagan is sympathetic
with the Louisville church families, but
he is said to believe that based on the
information he has, they “don’t yet have
a clear-cut federal issue” on which to
base federal intervention.

Meanwhile, a judge named Ronald E.

and bothers have refused to represent
them.
Supporters of the jailed men in the

- long-running court battle say they

would pay for a court-appointed attor-
ney — even though they do not have to.
The supporters are among more than
200 fundamentalist Christian ministers
and church officials from 38 states who
have gathered in Louisville to mount a
campaign for the church school.

From Louisville, the fundamentalists
have sought to generate pressure aimed
at bringing the controversy to the atten-
tion of the public, as well as to state and
federal officials, through telephone
calls, prayer vigils and news confer-
ences.

- Dr. Bob Woosley, of Stone Mountain, |
Ga., president of Churches for.
Christian Liberty, referred yesterday to
the jailed fathers as “the Nebraska.
Seven” and “hostages,” and announced !
adoption of a “Louisville Detlaration”;
in which their supporters expressed:
“broken-hearted abhorrence” over the,
jailings and “the exile” of their families
and of Rev. Everett Sileven, pastor of:
Faith Baptist Church, and Mrs 'I'eresa'
Schmidt, the Rev. Mr. Sileven’s
daughter, who is principal of Faith’
Christian School.

The declaration commits the sup-
porters to “an inseparable unity of con--
science and cause” for the school and!
reaffirms an unwillingness “under any:
circumstances” to rellnqunsh their call’
to an educational ministry. They pledge
to achieve their goals through the
American constitutional system,
according to the declaration.

The school case was mentioned to the '
president on Wednesday by Dr. Donald
R. Howard, representing Accelerated ;
Christian Educatlon at the meeting 'in:
the Oval Office. Several of those attend-
ing said Mr. Reagan appeared startled ;
by Dr. Howard's statements and asked
for further information from his staff. :
Mr. Reagan did not commit himself to .
any action on the matter, however, after :
Mrs. Faith Ryan Whittlesey, the:
president’s special assistant for public -
liaison, noted it was “a local matter”
still in the courts.






