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President Ronald Reagan 
c/o Mr. Morton Blackwell 

2234 Vailthorn Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21220 
November 9, 1981 

Special Assistant to the President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

RE: Pastor Everette Sileven 
Faith Baptist Church 
Lewisville, Nebraska 68037 

I am writing to voice my support for Pastor Sileven and 
Faith Baptist Church in their efforts to be allowed the 
freedom and right to operate a Christian school within their 
church and without the accreditation and control of the local 
government. The State of Nebraska is presently padlocking the 
doors of this church in an effort to restrict and prevent them 
from teaching their children according to God's Word. 

Our great nation was founded on the principle and belief 
in God and the right of each and every person to freedom of 
worship. As I am sure you are aware, schooling was entirely 
the Church's responsibility when our nation first came into 
being. Over the years, the public schools have assumed the 
majority of that responsibility but it still remains or should 
remain the right of every indig idual to choose between public 
or Christian schooling. 

Our country needs strong leaders who have retained the 
ideals upon which our forefathers bui lt this nation, the ideal 
of freedoms and trust in God. I sincerely hope that you will 
address President Reagan with this most important issue and 
oppose the action being taken by the State of Nebraska. I stand 
firm in my belief in the A.C.E. Christian schools and sincerely 
hope that some assistance will be rendered immediately to allow 
each of us the freedom and right to have our taught in 
Christian schools. 

Sincerely yours, 

v~~~~ 





FREDERICK W.SMITH III 
608 DUNWICH WAY 
BALTIMORE, MD. •21221• 
MEMBER• CALVARY BAPrIST CHURCH 

OF DUNDALK 21222 
FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH 
PASTOR EVERETT SILEVEN 
LOUISVILLE, NEBRASKA 68037 

THE LOBD USED A PILLAR OF FIRE TO GUIDE MOSES AND HIS PEOBLE. THE 
PADLOCKING OF A CHURCH-SCHOOL ANYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES SHOULD BE LIKE 
A PILLAR OF FIRE, INDIGNATION AND OUTRAGE TO ALL CHRISTIANS. THIS PILLAR SHOULD 
GUIDE US BACK TO THE REALITY OF OUR FIGHT AGAINST SATAN. 

JOHN 1019 - I AM THE DOORa BY ME IF ANY MAN ENTER IN, HE SHALL BE SAVED, 
AND SHALL GO IN AND GO OUT AND SHALL FIND PASTURE. MAN CAN NOT LOCK GOD'S DOOR 
AND IN PROVERBS 2216 TRAIN UP A CHIID IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO, AND EVEN WHEN 
HE IS OLD HE WILL OT DEPART FROM IT. CONTINUE AS YOU HAVE BEEN TRAINED AND 
DON•T DEPART FROM THIS FIGHT AGAINSI' LUCIFER. 

WE AT CALVARY ARE PRAYWNG AS I TIM.211.2 - I EXHORT THEREFORE,FIRST 
OF ALL, THAT SUPPLICATIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, THANKSGIVINGS, BE MADE 
FOR ALL MENs FOR KINGS AND ALL THAT ARE IN HIGH PLACEa THAT WE MAY LEAD A 
TRANQUIL AND QUIET LIFE IN ALL GODLINESS AND GRAVITY. PRAYING FOR YOUR GOV. 
CHARLES THONE AND PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES RONALD REAGAN. WE HOPE THEY 
UNDERSTAND PROVERBS 117 THE FEAR OF JEHOVAH (THE LORD) IS THE BEGINNING OF 
KNOWLEDGE. AND IF THEY GAIN IN KNOWLEDGE THEY DO SOMETHING OUT THE ANN 
CAMBELLS (STATE DEPl'.EDUCATIONaLINCOLN,NEBRASK.A,680J7). 

I'M SENDING BOTH OF THESE LEADERS A C~PY OF THIS LETTER AND HOPE THEY 
DO AS ROMANS 16117 COMMAND FOR MS.CAMBELL (NOW I BESEECH YOU,BRETHREN,MARK THEM 
THAT ARE CAUSING THE DIVISIONS AND OCCASIONS OF STUMBLING, CONTRARY TO THE 
DOCTRINE WHICH YE LEARNED, AND TURN AWAY FROM THEM.) 

MY BROTHER WE BOTH KNOW THE FINAL DAYS ARE SOON COMING. A UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA THAT ABOUNDS WITH SINa HOMOSEXUALS, DIVORCES,ABORTIONS,DRUGS, 
ALCOHOL AND NOW TRYING TO STOP CHRISTIANS FROM TRAINING OTHERS IN GOD'S WORD 
AND KNOWLEDGE1 DOES NOT LONG HAVE TO EXIST. 

UNTIL THE LORD COMES BACK - ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIER
YOURS IN GODS WAR, 

BROTHER RICK SMITH. 
COPIES SENT1 

MR.MORTON BLACKWELL 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
WHITEHOUSE, WASHINGTON D.C. 20500 

GOV.CHARLES THORNE 
CAPITOL BUILDING 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68501 



Mre. Liz Scarpulla 
401 N. Curley Street 
:Saltim re, MD 21224 

Dear Mr . :Slackwe l tl.: 

November 9,1981 

Mr.M rt n Blackwell 
Speci al Ae eita.nt t the Pr esident 
Whitehouse, Wa shi n·gt n D.C . 20,500 

Just recently I have heard that Faith 13aptiet Ohurch, Past r Everett Sileven, 
Louisville, Nebraska bas been closed down because they refuaed to take a stat e 
lisence for their Christian School. The Sherriff has put a padl ck •n the doers 
of the church and only takes them off for one hour n Sunday morning., fer Sunday 
Service. 

I totally disagree with this as the state has no business interferring 
with the Church. T women who took this action is Ann Campbell , State 
Department of Education, Lincoln, Nebraska 68037. I priv that you will 
do anything you can to get tht e padlock off of the doors of this church. 

If the state of Nebraska is successful in closing this church because 
they will n t take a lisonce )for their Christian Sc hoel; 11What is., going 
to atop the State of .Maryland from closing d wn its Ohurche1 because tl:ey 
wi l l not take a lisence fr their Christian b oolt ??1?1 

President Reagan is a :Bible Believing man and I ask you to apeak to 
him n the i mportance of taking action NOY before it is too late. Our 
children need Christian Schools to attend. 

Thank you and Gd bless youl 

Sincerely, 
Liz Scarpulla 



Nov. 5, · 19 81 

Pa:t:Jr.ic.i..a LaWJtenee 
4613 Y-oung St. 
South Cha1r..f.uton 
Wut Viltginia 25309 

M!t. Mall.tin B.f.aekwe.U 
Speeia.f. AM,,u.,tant 06 The P1t.u-ldent 

M!t • Mall.tin B.f.aekwe.f..f.: 

I am WJr.iting with a :t.Jr.oub.f.ed hea1r.t, the pMto1r. 06 .the ehuJt.eh my 
hU/2band·and I attend to.f.d the eong1t.egation about the pad.f.oeking 06 
the Faith Bapfut ChuJt.eh, Lou,u.,ville, N.B. beeaw.,e .the ChJt.,u.,tian 
Sc.hoo.f. 1te6U/2ed to be lic.ued by the BoaJr.d 06 Educ.ation. 
My unde1tJ.>tanding ,u., that the ChJt.,u.,tian Sc.hool hM a muc.h highe1t 
J.>c.holMtie Jt.ating than tiJ.e J.>tate p1t.og1t.am, plU/2 the c.hildJr.en aJr.e 
getting gu-ldenc.e in the ChJt.,u.,tia.n wa.f.k 06 li6e. 

I am a mothe1t 06 fuee git.own c.hUdJr.en who attended pubUc. J.>c.hool. 
My c.hUdJr.en a1r.e in theilt ea1r.ly :tw,enty '.6 • They we1te a pa1r.t o 6 the 
movement when p1t.aye1t and the Pledge 06 AUgent to the Flag we1te 
being 1temoved 61tom the pubUc. J.>ehoo.f.-6. A.f.J.>o the c.hUdJr.en Welte 
J.>c.hudling theilt own J.>tudy time. The1te WM ve1ty lime d,u.,c.ipUne. 
My ehildJr.en J.>u6 6e1ted 61tom thue thing.6. Othe1t pa1r.en;l:,6 and myJ.>el6 
ta.eked a.bout ouJt. 1t.ight.6 we1te being ml-6.6 U/2ed but we did no.thing a.bout 
it. I 6eel M pa1r.ent and c.itizen 06 the United Statu 06 Ame1tic.a. 
we. need ChJt.,u.,tia.n Sc.hoo.f.-6. I 6ee.f.' .the ChJt.,u.,tian-6 a1r.e being V,u.,c.1t.im-<.na..:ted 
againJ.>.:t when a padloc.k ,u., kept on a J.>c.hool a6.:te1t i.:t hM p1t.oved 
J.>c.olMtic.ly .6upe1t.oilt. to State Sc.hoo.f.-6. We in Ame1t.iea. J.>hou.f.d be mOJt.e 
in.:te1tu.:ted in ouJt. c.hUdJr.en knowledge and Chlt.,u.,.t Like beha.vieJt., no.t 
in Jt.ul.u the Boa1r.d 06 Educ.ation ma.k.u. I know they :t.Jr.y, I do no.t want 
.to J.>ell. them J.>ho1t.t, I am a J.>tate employee myJ.>el.6. Sc.hoo.f.-6 now day.6 a1r.e 
bU/2y .tea.c.hing a .f.alt.ge vaJr.i.ty 06 .thing.6 in J.>uc.h a J.>rnai.l amount 06 time 
un.f.eJ.>.6 the c.h'it.d ,u., ex..c.elled they m-<-M i.t. ChJt.,u.,tian Sc.hoo.f.-6 a1r.e J.>rnai.l 
U/2ua.f..f.y, an they c.a.n give .the c.h.ied mo1t.e attention when needed. 

In eJ.>J.>enJ.>e I believe i6 a pa1r.en.:t c.hooJ.>u .to J.>end a c.h.-il.d .to a 
ChJt.,u.,tia.n Sehool it J.>hou.f.d be .theilt. PRIVALAGE.to do J.>o. 

Rv..pee~6uiR.y yol...l!U,, 

p~ 
Patty LaWJtenc.e 
JeJt.Jt.y LawJtenc.e 



Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant To The President 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

ROCK CHURCH ACADEMY 

640 Kampsville Road 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464 

Telephone (804) 495-1905 

November 13, 1981 

I am writing you because of my strong concern for the preservation 
of church schools and religious affiliated organizations and 
i nstitutions. The fundamental domestic conflict of our time is the 
struggle between the Church and State, the private and the public 
sector. I think we are now at a crossroad in that struggle. 

The recent padlocking of Faith Baptist Church in Louisville, 
Nebraska is what I consider an unconstitutional act of tyranny brought 
on by the Nebraska State Department of Education. 

This issue jeopardizes the freedom and the integrity of Christian 
education as well as our churches in this great nation. 

The Lord our God has commanded His own to teach His words to their 
children, to train them up in the way they should go. In obedience to 
the engrafted Word, not to be hearers only, we consider the Christ
centered education of our children as recorded in the Word of God not 
as an alternat i ve, but as a divine mandate from our heavenly Father. 
The church school for our children is a matter of conviction. 

Therefore, this action by the Nebraska State Department of Education 
puts the burden on Christians as well as the church schools to prove 
or demonstrate policies or other evidence that our churches are operating 
in good faith. 

If this type of control by the state is accepted it will inexorably 
lead to the destruction of Christian institutions we well as our 
personal freedoms. 

Mr. Blackwell, I am asking you to intervene on behalf of the Bible 
believing Americans in order to maintain our religious liberties. 

Respectfully, 
Rock Church Academy 
~ ~ 

H. M. #tes, Principal 

HMY/ps 
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Juvenile Probation Office 
Of Brent G. Harstad 

Juvenile Court Judge 
Benton, Iowa & Tama Counties 

710 12th Street 
Belle Plaine, Iowa 52208 

Telephone (319) 444-2012 
Dean Beckman 
Probation Officer 

Michael Carter Catherine Holmes 
Probation Officer Probation Officer 

November 3, 1981 

Mr. Martin Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
Whitehouse 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

RE: Pastor Bill Hinshaw 
Faith Baptist Church 
Belle Plaine, IA 52208 

Dear Sir: 

Pastor Everett Sileven 
Faith Baptist Church 
Louisville, Nebraska 68037 

Paul Nelson 
Chief Probation Officer 

Helen Towns 
Office Manager 

These ministers of God and their church schools are before the 
Courts at the present time for presenting an education in a christian 
manner. The church doors have been padlocked on the church in Nebraska 
except for certain days. Sir, we are in danger of losing our religious 
freedom in America if this practice is allowed. 

The Constitution is the supreme law of the land under God's 
rule and the legal rights of parents over the education of their children 
is being threatened by misguided government officials. Interpretation of 
the Constitution and the Bible is being misconstrued and fundamental rights 
are being violated. In my heart I feel State control here is illegal. 

No one denies that our children should not receive good educations 
or that government is not necessary. What I am asking is that this matter 
of education be further investigated and the parental and church delegation 
of a christian education be recognized and upheld. I pray that you might 
take a close and personal look at what is happening in these two particular 
church schools. How do you interpret the Constitution and our position? 

These children are willing to be compared academically with other 
children in classrooms across the United States. 

I might add that to date we have not seen any of the young people 
from the Faith Baptist Church of Belle Plaine in our office on delinquency 
charges. I do not have school age children, but being in contact with young 
people constantly, I am concerned. 

Our government was given the obligation of protecting our rights 
and freedom through the Constitution, not to overstep it's authority and deny 
our right to religious freedom and education. I am hereby standing up to be 
counted. My prayer is that God will be with you and direct you in regards to 
what I feel is a very critical situation in America today. 

Yours in prayer, 

M~c;/4~ 



November 9, 1981 

Mr. Martin Blackwell 
Special Assistant to the President 
Whitehouse 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

RE: · Churches and their schools - In trouble - But not with God 

Dear Sir: 

I would bring to your attention the problems before us in regard to parents 
having the right to choose the educational facility for their children that 
best fulfills academic and christian obligations by said parents. These 
rights are being violated. 

All children belong to God and are given to parents in divine stewardship. 
God commands parents to train their children at all times in their faith and 
He commands the Church to teach doctrine to the children. Religious freedom 
has been granted to us through the Declaration of Independence, the Consti
tution of the United States and the Word of God. Yet those in authority are 
taking these American principles out of context, and the constitutional rights 
of many are being desecrated. Government is under God; subject to God's Law. 
Eph. 1:20-23 Is. 33:22 James 4:12 Rom. 13:l 

Would you please do what you can to help us maintain the rights our ancestors 
migrated to America for, fought and died for, and which are now being taken in 
vain? I especially ask that you might intercede personally in the tribulations 
now befalling upon: Pastor Bill Hinshaw Pastor Everett Sileven 

Faith Baptist Church Faith Baptist Church 
Belle Plaine, IA 52208 Louisville, NE 68037 

We don't ask that everyone believe as we do, we just ask the right to practice 
our faith and bring our children up in the sight of God and Man through our 
inherent freedom of choi.ce. Our prayers go with you as you weigh the heavy 
burden placed on you by this nation. May God be with you and guide you in the 
tasks ahead and your efforts in our behalf. 

Yours in respect, 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Chilcote 
Belle Plaine, IA 52208 



I!:"" 
,,.,,...,, 

W HITE HOUSE THE 

WASHINGTON 



\..., ' 
G , 4 -°' ~ t 

. w ,Q. 

~ ~ ,.,,~. ~ ~ . 
Lh.t @ lv ' ' ~ _ .,.,. ~ 

~ ~ .,_...-._"')~ ~~t 
1 tJ 

v,,.,,,prif'~ I ~ 

~ 

I 
I 
I 



~DeC,\, m (". 131 °'c.kw-el1 1 
'I °' r\ wr-, i-t, ,c. ..l.'r, S \ e,\A-~f" \--o , o,'(r\ -\ ~ 

\t, 
.J 

tH\ 

..,_/ 

0~ , ~ V <' • ...- cl, ~ \ E? .S .-,. .., .., ' 

, \ · 'o r--.i::>¼c,. \ "'t '5~c..~t "'c.s 0 

(MJ l...,c._k +~e dovr~ cif j Ii~ ,t:.~ 1 h 

~p.J.1~ Cn\Jf'C.h Iii lou1~\J\e) 1
t;'..\Or<..a.~~"'- • 

Con5, (; \:> i.S ~1 ~c:\-eJ by ihr Un +ed s+o.~{!> 

C 1+1 "~· s Uve C\( t. (IC j '"tr 

'c1J\. 
. . 

-\,e u~ ,~-d r ~..,~ 1 l r 4- Cit o- es 1 " '-' 
I 

pf.,._ 

-t \)~ , :r.. c\-e lY'v -\"' CX'r S.OV''f'\-( "th ; "5 , V ,~ u 

u'oeiJ- i'h~ '5 ~'t•.)t',\ 
l ... 

Ct\ "'r f (.. tr I'{'-'• " 
}•.J I < (\ ,,c., :i" .:o. '(\ 1,-. F-'-' ~ ~ C-od 0.( 00'"' 0; C\~ '.3 

C;,\.J.:)u..y \JJ \1 ~ '-\-a 0v 
J ' \\ ove ~ ( \)I"\\+{! 

..Ac..\e..'.) ~(t I I ' '\ J. .... C y ~ (..~IJT" C~6 O.r'\d 
I 

pv-tt, ~ yr ->. 'I"\ r !> ' (\ ·p.· \ I l~ ,s .s~cl V,) \tY\ 
..) 

pr~· c\ e<"S <- ~ u'" 

c, t 1 "j\ , C\, \ !, ~~ , cc . One dr..,y:; ev-e. 1 
1)'0~ / \J {' I Cc ~ V n -t, I .::1.r ',/ f ~ fK:S' de.V\+ 
i1'~f'e. ho.S ' ue r c:m d \! .. .v ('.l ' l.i\J I II b ( 1 >-..1~ \I 

b "' d V 

~\ \~ l'\"t'y I ,I. 

·J ,f c.. 0~~~ 1 G-~d 
~1..,1 \ \ ~ 'i\SW "(, ,.- /J 1, · \ \-\~ 

f d I l he. 

\J 0. \ / "V\ 0 't \.,>J(J..y 

S\ " . Ch \J\"C~ € .s °'" C. 

..)S J by 



C\ffr-ec.io..\.t w'nc,\. -\~"e \Jr~~\~-€,~\~ 

+,--y, "'j -\ c Oc -~o<' -\ r~,.s 'l\o-.~\oV'\ " \-\e. _ \S 

busy C\"d ,s work.nq • :t:. o-.sk -r¼',...lr -the 

Prt5\~-t~.\.r ~1/4~ c, b.\--~~d w,"t'\'\ G-cJ>j fJe.ople ,. 

l G.ie. n-<:.~~ .\-o ~'t"Of C'~,, r ~ • CcYV'\W\6'1\ '5 P ~{ 

. i c,
1

' ~ ye u Tri'-1+ / ~ yo v wCit'\ T -10 6-tof 
rn ti rdtf" en or t cc\ p \ ~ c,,, l f \JV',\°)"' rv"'l i! 1\-\--. \ t 
'{Y\0,,Y\ , .. , .. h\ !\~·,'(\\ -\-w;.c._\;. \ ~~ \<"'-cw~ 

t ht CC\ I__\. ~ + 0,'""-1 f , L ~ i<i f / 1 ns m ~ -

or,<:. er ~-~<,J\~~. Mr-. ~re~,dt\\\ 6 yov 
r C..;..,. \ \ y c.c, f C. ..:11 Ci. ii t\ b O I,)+ t n ~ f.) <(> 0 f it r 
..)Jl () ,i~d .St't·h:,j o.P Jlt¥1er,'c\4v :t~ Y~" c\o 
-\h ~ .\o.\.c~ o. Ste" d. !..Y' ~~ "S °'Y\O d~ 

~ kq, 
b I \ \ I' I I k \ l i .J+ '(\ o-r- o""' y , f\ 1 ~ IO c- ei.s '°' r o u.,... c nu c_ln e. S .. 

---ti\ CV r /J,r,~r,CC-\ rti: J y 
\\'\'4. ¼ yo , 

"'3 ' 



.l"--Y--

_, \~ ('.) 6 ~e, 0.1"\ OCA ~ 6~ , 

. Le..e 6h"->. S ) \J c.. . ~~ 75 . ,_, , .. t, i 
I • .... . - ' - 1 

') 

('() , lt\o .\ 0 ~ 

~- ~-1..,\ \ ~ SSI~ f-aJi,\A) 
\ 

Gj u. ,j t \ \ \ c, \ (1 I • C . v 

' \ 



Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assistant to President 
Whitehouse 
Washing ton, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwe 11 , 

153 Mingo Street 
Morgantown, W.Va. 
November 10, 1981 

26505 

I am writing concerning the locked church in Louisville , Nebraska 
whose pastor is Everett Sileven ot Faith Baptist Church . I work in a 
Chri s t i an s c hool , and hav e learned by seeing in our children , the great 
v alue ot Oiristian education . 

I would ask you to do everything possible and within your power to 
get the church and its school open once a gain . I understand now the 
build i ng is just opened tor Sunda y and mid-week servi ces . 

It does seem the Nebraska state education department is exercising 
too much power and control. Our nation was settled in 1620 by Pilgrims 
seeking religious freedom. Their children were taught the Bible as well 
academics. The colonists wrote into the Constitution separation of 
church and state . Must we again fight to establish these ri ghts? 
C~d forbid- let us uphold our allready established ri ghts. May we 
count on you to uphold our freedoms and set things aright there in 
Nebraska and in other places across our nation should the occasion arise? 

Thank you. 

Trudy Satterfield 
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mie lighthouse 
PASTOR DAN SATTERWHITE 
LIGHTHOUSE Ciffi.ISTIAN ACADEMY 
Rev. Stephen R. Nix, Principal 

UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
2107 N.W. 21st 
Pendleton, Oregon 97801 

) 

Church ph. (503) 276-6588 
Pastors res. (503) 276-2712 

October 13, 1981 

I ,"-J,•. '.\1(~' ~11!<: ,, J /' /, 
's Convention, sponsorJd by Accelerated Christian 
came to my attenti~rr'which is very ugly. The . 7;;~ 'y&.~j~//j#;?--0 {;_ .~ .1,. ~e 

j) :H~ .. \t(~ //.,?'..-'. -- ;, 
of Education has moved to close down one of 

-" /'\ ~-.,..- . . "\ ~-;✓-.? 
\. ;,,,/, "":,'::·' . .,-;;,. 

, ) t"'i(',.·~ ', 

,~,i~/t..:. 
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,,, fil/ ·~., .,.I~ ~'.,t: 
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thro gh the local Sheriff, in Louisville, Nebraska. 
er rri:rrg to Pastor Everett Sileven of the Faith 
·• ville, Nebraska. 

1 rdly believe that in the United States of America a 
e Sheriff to enter private property, disrupt 
ate the congregation and chain and padlock the 
s despicable! One reads accounts of such horror 
frightens me unmeasurably to know that the State 
such flagrant disregard for the Constitution 

of America. 
..A;: ·. -

- -~'--..., ay that the State of Nebraska padlocked 
e history of our nation, and moreso, 
uggle of mankind everywhere for the 

' ~,-=,,._ __ -=,,i,,Q oms. Mr. President, I am ashamed 
ch a thingJ I love my country and 

_ , . . , .. . , ~. defense includes a powerful disdain 
for anyone "~ •• ,~ l_jj:> on~ the_ integrity up?n which the 
principles o~,..Um te~,t~ _ s ~: , -.f a_

1

and its Constitution are based. 

Sir, I would have you to know ··tfiat the mat;ter is not 'Without judicial 
recourse. Such action as the state has taken seriously impares the 
operation of sectarian schools within t~e,)tate, which will result 
in the destruction of an established ch~ · chool facility. 

In 1925, the Supreme Court ruled in Pier retr~·&isters, 268 u.s. 
510 (1925), that the state may not deny he right to attend 
adequate private schools and force them ·nJ.y--public• schools. 
?he basis of this ruling comes from the Amendnien.t which 

----

'\~,- ··-
\~, \\1 ~---.. , .,, 
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"protects persons from arbitrary state action imparing life, liberty 
or property interests . (1) The act requiring children to attend 
only public primary schools is not reasonably related to a legitimate 
stat e purpose since children could be adequately educated in private, 
as well as in public schools. (2) The act unreasonably interferes 
with the liberty of parents to direct the education of their children. 11 

(Zirkel, A Digest of Supreme Court Decisions Affecting Education, p. 16) 

Mr. President, the founders, the directors, and the many Principals , 
including myself, resent the inference that state certification and 
licensure is the onl y valid criterion which may document the adequacy 
of the instructional process and curricula which is administered in the 
Accelerated Christian Education (A.c.E.) schools across this nation, 
and indeed, all over the world. Independent, documented proof has 
demonstrated the soundness of the A.c. E. system, procedures and curricula. 
They are based on sound and proven educational principles-the difference 
being in the Christian orientation and moral values system which is 
integrated into all facets of study. Academic discipline i s maintained 
and our average graduate is as successful or moreso on A. C. T. and 
s .A.T. scores than his average counterpart inile public spectrum. To 
even think that church-schools on the A.C. E program provide an 
inadequate education is a preposterous supposition. 

During the course of the Fall Educator's Convention, I saw a videotape 
ceremony, Mr. President, in which Doctor Hovard, founder and President 
of Accelerated Christian Education, Inc., presented you with a copy of 
an A.C. E Bible with your name inscribed on it. I then heard you speak 
very kind words in favor of the work that we are doing, lending your 
support to the mission of Christian education. Sir, I have faith in 
your integrity and your committment to see that right and justice 
prevails in an hour in which it is being sorely tried. 

As fundamental Christians, we stand on our liberty to educate our 
children in the total precepts of Christianity and our lifestyle, which 
are inseparable. You cannot lawfully deny access to a church-school 
any more than you can the access to the church itself because the supr eme 
Court, in Lemon v. Kurtzman, 411 u. s . 192 (1973), has ruled that church
schools are 11integral and inseparable 11 from their mother churches . 

Legal precident was established in 1963 in Sherbert v. Verner in which 
certain burdens of proof were imposed . We must prove that our beliefs 
are truely held, that they are valid religious convictions and not 
preferences, and to further establish that the law or action imposes 
a burden on the church's freedom of religion. SUch being the case, as 
you will find in this situation, the state must then prove compelling 
i nterest and that there is no less offensive way to resolve the situation. 

I believe that the State of Nebraska has operated in a very unethical, 
unlawful and arbitrary manner without respect to due process of law
bot h legislative and case lav--as provided in the Fifth and Fourteenth 

endments, and to the protection of the First Amendement with respect 
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to the establishment and free exercise of our religion. This being true, 
I implore you to invoke all influences and powers vested in you as the 
President of the United States of America, to reverse the situation and 
to redeem the good name and reputation of 1he people who mandated you 
to serve. 

Concluding my appeal, let me paraphrase portions of our Declaration of 
Independence: "We therefore, the representatives of the Lord God 
Almightly, ••• appealing to the supreme Judge of the world for the:rectitude 
of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, solemnly publish and declare that the churches of the Living 
God, along with their inseparable religious educational function are, 

-..-and.. of right. ought to ba, FREE and-INSEPARABLE entities; that they- are 
absolved from all allegiance to the state educational system, and that all 
political connexion between them and the state is, and ought to be, 
totally dissolved; ••• And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm 
reliance on the protection of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to 
each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." 

In the Interest of Religion 
And Freedom of Exercise, 

~-~~!:-;. ~: ~ 
Principal 
Lighthouse Christian Academy 

.. 
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October 12/81 

Dear Mr . Blackwell , 

I am sending you a copy of the letter that I sent 

that I sent to Governor Thone of Nebraska. 

I would like to imform you and the President, about 

the church in Louisville, Nebraska being padlocked 

and also about what I think Christian Education 

means to me and what I hope it means to you and The 

President . 

Sincerly, 

1l~u~ 
Norman Davidson 

Age 14 



October 13/81 
Dear Governor Thone , 

, There are a couple of things that I would 
like to discuss with you . 

About Chistian Education what is wrong with 
it?! Does it cost? NO . Does it pay? YES . 

We have an A. C. E. school here and I like it . 
Ihave never been to a public school , so I don't 
know any thing about it,it doesn ' t sound very good 
to me . A boy in our school went to public school 
for 9 years , and he said that there was nothing said 
about the BIBLE,so I don't want anything to do with 
it , and I feel we are getting a good Education . 

Also about the church in Louisville , Nebraska , 
being padlocKed,_'_ , now that is DOWN- RIGHT RIDICULOUS, 
you may say that you can't do any thing about it but 
why? aren ' t you the Governor? How would you like it 
if your church was padlocked , and only opened on 
Sundays for church services and on Wednesday nights 
for a midweek servicei What would you do j ~st sit 
there are let it go by? Lets say that you had some 
children in school and they came and locked it up 
so your children couldn ' t go to school , how would 
you like it? 

/ May I ask why the teachers and the schools 
have to be licensed by the State? Who made the law 
anyho w?Can • t we hav the teachers we want and why 
can ' t we have the text books we want? We don ' t want 
the teachers or the books from Y.0.1IB SECULAR schools . 
Romans 13:1 - 4 Says that we are tb · be subject unto 
the higher powers , GOD is the highest power . The church 
and the school are supposed to be one , not separated . 
If Faith Baptist can have Sunday School why can ' t 
they have Monday School? With Freedom of Religton 
can 9 t they worship when they want?I _don • t like to 
be tough with people over me and GOD doesn ' t want 
to get tough with people under Hirn , but this is 
serious business and something should be done about 
it . 

The work that Faith Baptist is doing is the 
work of the Lord . 



Norman Davi dson 
R.T.1 Box52- D 
Cody, WJJming 
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Bob Stone 
Director 

P. 0. BO_ 11 

The KING'S RANCH 
Affiliated with Teen Challenge of Arkansas 

- ORRO -. ARKANSAS 72749 (501) 848-3105 
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Shekinah Ministries 
P.O. BOX 3442 - KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE 37664 

December 11, 1981 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
Special Assis tant to the President 
White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Blackwell: 

JOHN AND SUE CURRAN 
DIRECTORS 

I am writing to you concerning the recent padlocking 
of Faith Baptist Church in Louisville, Nebraska. It is 
shocking t o consider that our count ry, orig inally founded 
for relig ious freedom, would allow such a thing . 

I was g lad to hear that you are in sympathy with my 
views. I hope that you will do your utmost not only to rectify 
this situation but to work on legislation that would prevent any 
further encroachment upon the church. I am amazed when I 
think of Christian parents, who sacrifice to send their children 
to receive a Christian education, being locked out of their own 
church. It violates the Constitut ion and good economic sense. 
Each of those students is saving t he taxpayer over $1,000 a 
ye ar. 

I t r u s t and pray t ha t you will be successful in helping 
t o corr e c t this situation. 

SC/blm 
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