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2234 vailthorn Road
Baltimore, Maryland 21220
November 9, 1981

President Ronald Reagan

c/o Mr. Morton Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: Pastor Everette Sileven
Faith Baptist Church
Lewisville, Nebr: ta 68037

Dear Mr. Blackwell:

I am writing to voic my support for Pastor Sileven and
Faith Baptist Church in their efforts to be allov 1 the
freedom and right to operate a Christian school within their
church and without the accreditation ¢ 1 control of the local
government. The State of } »raska is presently padlocking the
doors of this church in an effort to restrict and prevent them
from teaching their children according to God's Word.

Our great nation was founded on the principle and belief
in God and the right of each and every person to freedom of
worship. As I am sure you are aware, schooling was entirely
the Chur h's responsibility when our nation first came into
being. uver the years, the public schools have assumed the
majority of that responsibility but it still remains or should
remain the right of every individual to choose between public
or Christian schooling.

Our country needs strong leaders who have retained the
ideals upon which our forefathers built this nation, the ideal
of freedoms and trust in God. I sincerely hope that you will
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hope that some assistance will be rendered immediately to allow
each of us the freedom and right to hes = oun,children\;gyght in
Christian schools. ,,/////// o

Qinraraly valnra.












Nov. 5, 19§81

Patricia lLawrence
4613 Y-oung St.
South Charfeston
West Virginia 25309

Mr. Marntin Blackwelf
Special Assistant of The President

Mr. Marntin BlackwelZl:

1 am wiiting with a troubfed heart, the pastor of the church my
husband and 1 attend tofd the congregation ¢ ruit the padlocking of
the Faith Baptist Church, Loudisville, N.B. because the Christian
School refused to be Licesed by the Board of Education.

My understanding is that the Christian School has a much highexr
sche ™ stic rating than the state program, pli  the children are

¢ ‘tung guidence in the Christian walk of Life.

1 am a mother of three grown chifdren who attended pubfic school.

My chifdren are in thein early twenty's. They were a part of the
movement when prayer and the Pledge of Aligent to the Flag were

being nemoved from the pubfic schools. Also the children were

Achudling theirn own study time. There was v ¢ Little discipline.

My children suffered from these things. Other  rents and myself

talked about our nighits wene being miss used but we did nothing about
{t. 1 feel as parent and citizen of the United States of America

we need Chriistian Schools. 1 feel the Christians are beding Discriminated
against when a padfock is kept on a school after it has proved
scolasticly superoir to State Schools. We in America should be more
intenested Ln our children knowfedge and Chnist Like behavier, not

in rnules the Board of Education makes. 1 know they try, 1 do not want
to sell them short, 1 am a state employee myself. Schools now days are
busy teaching a Large varity of things in such a smalf amount of ime
unfess the chilld is excellfed they miss it. Chrnistian Schools are small
wsually, an they can give the ch4fd more attention when needed.

In essense 1 believe if a parent chooses to send a chdld to a
Christian School it shoufd be thein PRTVALAGEto do so.

r
Patty Lawrence
Jerrny Lawrence









Juvenile Probation Office

Brent G. Harstad of Paul Nelson
Judge Chief Probation Officer

renile Court

Dean Beckman

Benton, lowa & Tama Counties
710 12th Street
Belle Plaine, lowa 52208
Telephone (319) 444-2012

Michael Carter Catherine Holmes Helen Towns
Probation Officer Probation Officer Probation Officer Office M

November 3, 1981

Mr. Martin Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
Whitehouse

Washington, D. C. 20500

RE: Pastor Bill Hinshaw Pastor Everett Sileven
Faith Baptist Church Faith Baptist Church
Belle Plaine, IA 52208 Louisville, Nebraska 68037
Dear Sir:

These ministers of God and their church schools are before tl
Courts at the present time for presenting an education in a christian
manner. The church doors have been padlocked on the church in :braska
except for certain days. Sir, we are in danger of losing our religious
fre lom in America if this practice is allowed.

The Constitution is the supreme law of the land under God's
rule and the legal rights of parents over the education of their children
is being threatened by m juided government officials. Interpretation of
the Constitution and the Bible is being misconstrued and fundamental rights
are being violated. In my heart I feel State control here is illegal.

No one denies that our children should not receive good educations
or that government is not necessary. What I am asking is that this matter
of education be further investigated and the parental and church delegation
of a christian education be recognized and upheld. I pray that you might
take a close and personal look at what is happening in these two particular
church schools. How do you interpret the Constitution and our position?

These children are willing to be compared academically with other
children in classrooms across the United States.
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| age children, but being in contact with young
people constantly, L am concerned.

Our government was given the obligation of protecting our rights
and freedom through the Constitution, not to overstep it's authority and deny
our right to religious freedom and education. I am hereby standing up to be
counted. My prayer is that God will be with you and direct you in regards to
what I feel is a very critical situation in America today.

YAatirc in nravaw
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November 9, 1981

Mr. Martin Blackwell

Special Assistant to the President
Whitehouse

Washington, D. C. 20500

RE: Churches and their schools - In trouble - But not with God
Dear Sir:

I would bring to your attention the problems before us in regard to parents
having the right to choose the educational facility for their children that
best fulfills academic and christian obligations by said parents. These
rights are being violated.

A11 children belong to God and are given to parents in divine stewardship.

God commands parents to train their children at all times in their faith and
He commands the Church to teach doctrine to the children. Religious freedom
has been granted to us through the Declaration of Independence, the Consti-
tution of the United States and the ¥ 'd of God. Yet th 2 in authority are
taking these American principles out ot « 1text, and the constitutional rights
of many are being desecrated. Government is under God; subject to God's Law.

Eph. 1:20-23 Is. 33:22 James 4:12 Rom. 13:1
Would you please do what you can to help us maintain the rights our ancestors
migrated to America for, fought ¢ ed for, and which are now being taken in
vain? [ especially ask that you might intercede personally in the tribulations
now befalling upon: Pastor Bill Hinshaw Pastor Everett Sileven

Faith Baptist Church Faith Baptist Church

Belle Plaine, IA 52208 Louisville, NE 68037

We don't ask that everyone believe as we do, we just ask the right to practice
our faith and bring our children up in the sight of God and Man through our
inherent freedom of choice. Our prayers go with you as you weigh the | avy
burden placed on you by this nation. 1y God be with you and gquide you in the
tasks ahead and your efforts in our behalf.

Yours 1in respect,

Mr. and M ., Don Chilcote
Belle Plaine, IA 52208
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