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Church Office 
387-3131 

~ 1Atfnrmth (n:j,~;rD" 

W. NORMAN MACFARLANE 

Pastor 

llluttth Clt4urr4 nf Clt41"t11t 
1405- 15TH STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

December 22, 1983 

Mr. Morton Blackwell 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Morton : 

Thought you might be interested in the enclosed copy . 
I have threatened for a long time to do this. 

After your Russian story at the Outreach Group yesterday 
I wondered if you heard this one. The Russian ambassador 
was introduced to Queen Elizabeth . He took her hand to kiss 
it, but she pulled it back, explaining that she had eczema. 
He replied: "Not to worry; Andropo~ has hemerrhoids." 
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The Church of Theo<Wl'e Roosevelt in the Nation's Capital 
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Church Office 
387.:3131 

~rur.e !.efnrtttth Ol~urr4 

Mr. Dan Rather 
CBS News 
51 West 52nd St. 

llnitth a!4urt4 nf C!t4ri11t 
1405- 15TH STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

December 22, 1983 

n~v York, NY 10019 · 

. Dear Mr. Rather: 

In · response to your radio comments on Secretary Schultz' 
criticism of journalists not being on "our side", I am inclined 
to agree with the Secretary~ The newsmedia in general, and 
you in particular, seem to have an anti-American bias. While 
acknowledging that ·we are n·o .f. always right, I don't think our 
mistakes need to b~ pu~ in ~~e spotligh~, while · some of the 
positive actions ~r-~ ~~e,_r lopked. · 

Tiflf:V.,7.r~.t.&:~~~ , 
You seem to be-'·scrap-ing · t.p.e bottom of the barrel trying 

to find some item with whic~ ibu ~an_ dispara~e the President. 
I have seen investigative _ j cfrnalisn( "d.e~cend to the low level 

• ' ' I t _.,.. · \ _ .,. 

of knitpic.:Xfng· . . : Suppose we !a;ppl-ie~. ·.t;he ,saine •:scrutiny to you 
and your c-oJ.-leagues · every tintE(·y.o.u~- ~.tu .mb,le . ove\r a word or mis­
pronounce ,a jia'me. ;;i Most people :li~4Y~ .• #o_r'i1zo~s! ·,·h1 gher than that, 
and either_ give the oewsman -:_ the --b-eneifit ' of •· the;idoubt, or over­
look his.,:~1;z:'ors • . :Y,~u seize: 1up?n t ht~fmi sta1-tes \ qf the Reagan 
adminis~.r'a t::Lon \ with; /obvious _ delight"/ t !1Why_ ,µ.o ·t ,.g~ ve the guy a 
~reak? ;;li~ ·.1:1;:3;~.( 1.ow~_.re~ int e:c~~f_~,:-.a1: e;~.:;,;:, ~~ f iat·i :on }1 and j o ble s­
.i,::::.::i. : :ts. y:;,_~~·. ,recp~.d .; es · a ~ews.caste-Jl (l1tlrat imp~f,jive? --~•,r;,~ I\';',, '7j-~f 1•:i}:·. I i:~:l~-hr:.; 1111~ 11~~:.;,1;;·;~, ' . ,-:~JJ~ ~'-

in yqu:r ~~xceilent ·book, -~~Th'e Ca~e ra.:. Never Blin]sJ;" you said 
that -~--~went i:o your job every~~fi"af ,.: ~-~t;~rmin~d. to:'-=b-e as fair 
and a-c<!ura te ·-.as ~humanly p ossibl'ejLan:d 1-at·~the , __ eil_d-:o_t_ the day 
you as"'kii"'ct-y-ou-:rself . .:..if .:._y ou __ had·~ me:t~.Y~ ui'" .,Ql!Uh&t arid'ards 1:: hat day. 
I think it was true then; I don't' ... t.hink.=- -rt:~·is - Ifow. 

Let's get back to impartiality and objectiMity instead 
of this obsession with picayune pettiness. 

Sincerely 

W. Norman MacFarlane 


